This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at  http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Univerfal  Hiftory, 

F  R  OM    T  H  E 

Earlieft  Account  ofyTTME. 

Compiled  from 

Original  AuTkoRSjJ 

AND  -_--^ 

Hluflrated  with  Maps,  Cuts,  Notes,  tSc. 

WITH 

A  General  Index  to  the  Whole. 


y^:--  'r-\'  .v..         ^  Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  N 


Univc 


Earlieft 


\ 

B 

Ihe  A 

SI  AT  I 

Alex 

Sr36tf  Hiftary  of  the  Jews  «»JI?r  /i*^  JuJ^es ;  ^r, 
/i^tf  jP^^ifr  of  Joihua  /^  Saul  tbHrfiffi  Kin^ 

THIS  degenerated  epoch  is  prefaced  by  the 
bifiorian,  in  more  places  than  one,  with  w< 
this  effefl  ;  In  thofe  days  there  was  no  king  in 
hut  every  man  did  what  was  good  in  his  vwn  eyes ;  an( 
deed  filled  with  h'ttle  elfe  than  the  moil  horrid  ap( 
and  idolatries  on  the  ji^r^W/Va  fide,  and  with  the  mofl 
puniflimems  inflidkd  on  them  by  God  on  the  oth( 
fay  nothing  of  fome  tranfaSrons  mentioned  in  thefi 
fihapters  of  that  book,  though,  in  point  of  time,  b 
ipg  nether  tQ  the  beginning  of  it,  during  the  time 
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anarchy  and  confufion  ;  which  plainly  prove  them  to  have 
funk  into  the  moft  fliamefal  degree  of  irreligion  and  de- 
pravity. Who  fuccceded  Jojhua  as  head  of  the  Ifraeliiijh 
nation,  the  text  no-wherc  informs  us  ;  and  it  is  moft  like- 
ly, that  they  fell  into  a  kind  of  ariftocracy,  in  which  the 
heads  of  every  tribe  were  the  governors  of  them  :  but, 
whether  thcfe  chofe  one  from  amongft  them  to  command 
over  the  reft,  is  what  cannot  be  affirmed  with  any  cer- 
tainty ;  only  Jofethus  intimates  as  if  Othnlel  had  been 
the  firft  judge,  though  the  facred  penman  feems  to  give 
that  honour  to  his  father-in-law  Caleb  the  then  chief  of  the 
houfe  oijudah^  from  whom  it  pafled  afterwards  to  that 
worthy  (on-in-law,  as  the  fequel  will  fliew. 

Judah'j         We  have  obferved  already,  that,  at  the  death  of  Jojhua^ 

nvar,         a  great  part  of  Canaan  remained  ftill  unconquered  ;  fo  that 
Year  of  they  could  not,  without  purfuing  their  conqueft,  fecure 

the  flood   the  poffeffion  of  what  they  had.     The  tribe  of  Judah  was 
9^5 •      appointed  by  the  oracle  to  begin  the  wan;  Calebs  the  fon 

Bef.  Chr.  of  Jephunneb^  famous  for  his  bravery  and  faithfulnefs  in 
H43*    the  report  he  made  of  the  land  of  Canaan  a,  was  head  of 

^^''V^^  that  tribe,  and  engaged  that  of  Simeon^  with  which  his 
own  was  interwoven,  to  join  forces  with  him  againft  the 
king  of  Bezek  ^.  We  have  feen  elfewhere  the  fate  of  that 
infplent  petty  prince  ^.  As  for  Calebs  he  fet  himfelf  im- 
ipedfately  about  the  conqueft  of  Jerufakm^  which  had 
beeii  retaken  by  the  Jebufttes  from  the  tribe  of  Benjamin^ 
and  foon  after  took  and  burnt  it  to  the  ground  ;  the  be- 
fieged  retiring  into  the  fortrefs  of  Zion  ^.  After  this,  he 
turned  his  forces  towards  the  fouth,  againft  the  cities  of 
Hebron  J  or  Kirjaih- arba  y  and  Deb'tr^  called  alfo  Kirjath- 
fepheKj  which  were  then  inhabited  by  the  gigantic  fons  of 
jinak.  Thefe  had  been  formerly  promifed  to  him  by  Mofesy 
as  a  reward  of  his  faithfulnefs,  and  yielded  to  him  accord- 
ingly, by  Jojbua^  a  little  before  his  de^th  ?.  Caleb^  however, 
who  was  then  above  fourfcore  and  five  years  of  age,  tho* 
ftill  ftrong  and  vigorous,  thought  it  prudent  not  to  exhauft 
his  ftrengdi  too  far  in  the  fiege  of  thofe  ftrong  places,  and 
therefore  propofcd  his  daughter  Achfah  as  a  reward  to  the 
man  that  took  Kirjath-fepher  \  and  it  was  not  long  befpre 
it  was  gained  by  Qthniel,  a  man  of  valour,  and  of  l^is  o^n 

Num.  xiii»  6,  &  30.  xiv.  0,  fc  alib.  **  Jqd.  i.  4^ 

•  Vid.  vol.  ii.  p.  208,        *•  Judg.  j.  8.       «  Jofh. 
k  feq, 
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family  (A),  whofe  conduit  and  bravery,  upon  thi3  dcca- 
lion,  raifed  him  foon  after  to  the  dignity  of  judge. 

Whilst  Caleb,  and  his  new  ion- in-law,  were  em- 
ployed in  inlarging  their  inheritance,  the  other  tribes  were 
doing  the  fame  in  their  feveral  lots ;  but  wholly  ncgle^ed 
the  exprefs  order  of  their  lawgiver,  and,  inftead  of  extir- 
pating them,  contented  themfelves  with  laying  them  under 
tribute.  This  proved  the  fourCe  of  all  their  misfortunes, 
and  of  thofe  many  flaveries  that  enfued  ;  for  the  opprefTed 
Canaanites  did,  at  leaft  in  appearance,  fo  patiently  fubmit 
ta  their  yoke,  that  they  became  lefs  cautious,  and  were, 
by  degrees,  fo  far  enfnared  with  th^  beauty  of  their  women, 
^s  to  contrad  affinities  with  them.  Thefe  unhappy  inter- 
marriages foon  reconciled  them  to  the  worfhip  of  Baal^ 


B 


(A)  The  text  calls  him  the 
fon  of  Kenasc,  brother  to  Co- 
Jeb  \i)i  fo  that  it  is  not  eafy 
to  determine,  whether  he,  or 
his  father,  was  Calebs  bro- 
ther. The  Septuagint  and 
J^ulgate  have  taken  it  in  the 
iirfl:  fen(e  ;  but,  it  is  plain,  he 
was  not  his  brother  by  the  fa- 
therms  fide,  becaufe  the  one  is 
called  the  fon  oij^phunneh^  and 
the  other  the  fon  of  Kenaz: 
neither  can  they  be  fuppofed  to 
be  uterine  brothers,  becaufe, 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  law  oiMofes 
would  not  have  permitted  the 
one  to  have  given  his  daugh- 
ter to  the  other.  The  difparity 
of  age  is  another  piropf  of  it : 
CaUb  was  then  above  eighty- 
five  years  of  age ;  Othniel 
therefore  mull  be  fuppofed 
much  younger  to  have  married 
his  daughter,  who  was  an 
heirefs :  neither  could  he  have 
married  her,  if  his  father  Ke- 
naz had  been  Calebs  brother  ; 
becaufe  the  marriage  of  an 
aunt  is  likewiie  forbidden  by 
the  Mofaic  law.     It  is  there- 


fore more  reafonable  to  fup^ 
pofc,  t\ax  Caleb  and  Kmaz 
were  firft-coufms,  which  the 
original  often  calls  brothers  ; 
in  which  cafe  Othniel  and  Jcb^ 
fab  might  lawfully  marry.  St. 
Aufiiriy  and  after  Vatablus^  af- 
firm Othniel  to  have  been,  not 
only  a  great  warrior,  but  alfo 
a  learned  dodlor  of  the  law  (2), 
and  fo  doubly  eager  for  the 
conqueft  of  a  place,  which  was 
the  feat  of  learning  at  that 
time  (3).  The  Je^m  tell  us 
wonders  of  the  beauty  of  -Ca* 
/f^'s  daughter.  However,  her 
husband  was  not  fo  well  fatif- 
fied  with  her,  and  her  portion, 
but  he  prevailed  upon  her  to 
fue  for  an  addition  to  it;  which 
ihe  accordingly  did ;  and,  upon 
her  complaining  of  the  drought 
and  barrennefs  of  the  fouth 
high  lands,  which  her  father 
had  given  her,  (he  obtained 
thofe  of  the  valleys  beneath, 
which  were  better  watered, 
and  confequently  more  fertile. 
This  happene4  in  J^[hua\ 
time  (4).' 


(1)  Jojh,  XV,  17.     Judgti  i.  13.         (2)  V.dt  Vutail  in  ioc,         (3)  Vidt 
Jitf,  W.  ii.  />.  486, /«^  not,         (4.)  Vidi  JoJh.  &  Jud,  ubi  fu^^ 
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AJiaro^j  and  other  gods  oi  Carmen j  and  provoked  God  to 
forfake  t4iem ;  which  gave  their  enemiet  an  opportunity  to 
regain  their  lit>ef  tics,  and  to  oppreft  ibem  in  their  turns. 

It  was  during  this  time  of  apoftafy  and  confufion,  that 
Micah^  a  wealuiy  man,  of  the  tribe  of  Epbrainij  is  fup* 
pofed  to  have  ereSed  that  idd  in  his  houfe,  which  was  iboo 
after  taken  from  him  by  the  Damtes^  and  fet  up  at  Dan{A). 
The  ftory,  giving  us  a  Uvely  idea  of  the  maifirous  abfurdi- 
lies  of  the  religion  of  thofe  times,  and  of  the  degeneracy  of 
the  Ifn^elitesj  who  could  (o  foon  give  into  thom,  cannot 
well  be  omitted. 

Jbiftory       MicAH  felt  a  remorfe  for  having  wronged  a  covetous 

tf/^Micah.  and  fuperftitious  another  of  eleven  hundred  pieces  of  filver. 
Year  of  for  which  <he  had  beftowed  fome  fevere  curfes  upon  hinu 

the  flood  She  conceived  fuch  joy  at  his  reftoring  them  to  her,^  that 
93^-      (he  refolved  to  confecrate  the  greateft  part  of  it  to  what  flie 

Bef.  Chr.  ^3])^^  a  j-eligious  ufe,  fach  as  might  prove  an  equivalent 
1412.    y^fljng  to  him  for  the  curfes  he  haa  extorted  from  her. 

^"•'^"^^f*^  Accordingly,  with  part  of  that  filver,  (he  and  Ijer  fon  pur- 
ch^fed  two  idols,  one  molten,  and  the  other  carved  ;  and, 
with  the  reft,  built  a  chapel  to  fet  them  up  in,  together  with 
ibme  terephim^  which  they  had,  in  all  likelihood,. already 
in  the  boufe  •*.  To  this  they  added  an  ephod,  or  pfieftly 
garment,  with  which  Micah  inftalled  -his  fon  to  the  priefti/ 
office  of  bis  new  gods.  Soon  after,  a  young  indigent  Le* 
vite^  wandering  that  way,  was  hired,  as  a  more  proper 
perfon  for  that  oftce  than  his  own  fon. 

MfCAH  thought  bimfelf  highly  blefled,  and  that  no* 
thing  could  hinder  him  from  the  favour  of  God  *,  when 
the  'Danitesy  who  found   themfelves  too  fireightened  in 

De  his  vid.  vol.  Jii.  p.  282,  (JB).        '  Jud.  xvii.  paff. 

(A)  The  ftory  of  it  is  in*  1/raeikes  fecm  to  have  con- 
deed  related  a^t  the  end  of  the  tented  themfelves  wit))  the  idols 
book  of  Judges ;  froni  whence  of  the  Canaanites^  without  fet- 
ibme  have  concluded,  that  it  ting  up  any  of  their  own.  Mi* 
happened  after  Samfon\  ^eath  €ah  was  the  £rll  we  read  df  that 
(i);  whilft  others  place  it  about  took  it  into  his  head  to  outdo 
the  latter  end  ofjojkua^  life  them,  not  only  by  erecting  this, 
(.2} ;  but  the  far  greater  part  but  by  confecrating  axk  apart- 
.  between  C«/r^>death,andO/^-  m%nt  of  his  hoofe  to  it,  and 
TiiePi  being  chofen  judge  (3].  procuring  a  wandering  Lcviu 
Till  that  time,  the  idolatrous  to  officiate. 

(i)  r/V<f  Seder  Bolam,  S^ar,  &  ah  kt  he,  (a)  Mafiui  de  Lyr,  Hihr. 

G  «^*        (3)  ^idt  C9rn.  a  Lajnd,  Grot,  UJfer,  Munft,  Calmet,  &  aU 
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thw  owntribe,  fent  out  (ookq  iples  to  (o^k  for  »  new  ha« 
bication.  Thefe  chanced  to  come  thi^  waji  and»  haying 
€x>nfulted  the  Livitt  jiibout  dins  fucbeft  <»f  thck  jouroef ,  and 
received  a  favourable  a^wer,  went  d^i^^ly.  to  Laijh^  a 
confiderable  town9;whore  xich  iababitaii(9»  ][ij(e  thofe  of 
Zidony  lived  in  a  cdrelef«  fpcurity,  witlaout  itHigifirateSt 
ioldiery,  orftrength. "  They  returned^  and  aoqu^mted  tbeic 
tribe  with  the  joyful  news :  upon  whicb  t]be  Dfini^es  of 
Tiorah  and  EJhtaol^m^fA  fi^  hundred  of  their  men;  and 
tbefe,  with  their,  fyi^p  fpies  at  tbeir  ^ad,  n^arched  imaie* 
diately  towards. Z4Z(j^.  Iv^  tbeir  way,  tb^  fpies  acquainted 
them  with  ^fi?^'s.  having  ay  ouugXfi^.tbQte,  named 
y^nathan^  the  {on  of  (^^JtiMf  Jtom  wbofe  mwtb  they 
had  received  a  prooiife  ^f  fucccfs  in  ibis  e^tpedition.  Tat 
Danites  therefore,  infiead  of  rqifoving  Mcah  for  his  apor 
Aafy,  entered  by  ^ain  force»  took  away  the  idols,  Urapbim^ 
and  ephodf ,  and  forced  the  young  prieft  to  go  along  wicb 
them  to  Laijh,  Mieah  followed  them,  and  made  loud 
complaints,  that  they  had  robbed  him  of  all  that  way,  valur 
ablein  life  ^.  All  tl^  anfwer  they  gave  him  was.  That  his" 
outcries  nii^t  coft  him  his  life  y  and  that  it  was  his  fafeft 
way  to  ed  hwne  quietly.  They  foon  arrived  at  L^ijb^  took 
and  deltroyed  it,  with  its  inhabitants ;  and^  having  built  a 
new  city,  and  called  it  Dat^^  ^ittx  the  name  of  tl^ir  pro- 
genitor 1,  they  fet  up  their  idols  there,  and  retained  young 
Jonathan  and  his  fons  to  be  tbeir  priefts.  The  S^ptuaginU 
yulgate^  and  fome  Jewijh  rabbies,  call  him  the  grasxifoii 
oiMofiS^  but  the  original,  the  grand  fon  oi  Manaffik^. 
As  for  tl»;  idol,  the  text  fays,  that  it  continued  thei^  tiU 
the.  captivity  of  the  land ;  and  what  that  means,  we  have 
ibewn  in  a  former  note  ". 

Dy  RJNO  thefe  years  of  anarchy,  the  inhabttants  of  Gi-JiUodf 
beak  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  were  guilty  of  ft)  horrid  a  w^r 
breach  of  hofpitality  towards  a  wandermg  Leviie^  as  proved  ^gainft  ^ 
the  caufe  of  much  bloodibed,  and  Was  like  to  have  occa*  Benjamin, 
fioned  the  ruin  of  that  whole  .tribe.  The  Levsts  was  bling-   T^  ?j 
ing  hi»  eiopcd  concubine  borne,  and  was  cjome  to  that  '"^  ^^^ 
place  towards  fun-fet.    After  be  bad  waited  fome  time  in  «^^^l, 
vain  for  fomebgdy  to  Iddge  him  that  night,  an  old  roan,     ,^5  * 
coming  from  his  work;»  who  was  a  fojourner  there,  at  laft  ij^^^ 
invited  him  to  his  houfe.  They  had  fcarc^  refreflied  them-  v/->^*' 
felves,  when  a  band  of  profligate  young  fellows  furrounded 
theboufe^  and,  ii^  a  tumultuous  manner,  demanded. the 

*  Jodg.  xviii.  24.  ^  De  hoc  vide  vol.ii,  p.  457,  k  (T). 

»  Jodg.  xxiii-  30.        a  Vpl.  iii.  p.  ajg,  U  feq.  k  (Q  ). 
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llrangf r  to  be  fiixrificed  to  their  brutifli  luft,  which  the^ 
made  no: difficulty  to  exprefs  in  the  ftrongeft  tei'ms*    This 
gives  one  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  was  no  unufual  thing 
among  them.    The  Levite  found  no  way  of  faving  himfelf» 
but  by  delivering  up  his  concubine  to  them  ;  and,  on  the 
next  morning,  fouiKi  her  dead  at  the  threfhold  of  thedoor^ 
either  of  Ihame,  or  of  the  grievous  abufe  fhe  had  fuiFered 
that  night.    It  was  in  vain  to  complain  of  this  cruelty  in 
fuch  an  abandoned  place :  he  took  therefore  the  dead  body 
with  him,  and  brought  it  to  his  own  houfe,  where  he 
divided  it  into  twelve -f^ieces,  and  fent  one  of  them  to  each 
tribe,  with  an  account  of  the  occaiion  of  it.  The  furprifed 
bribes  afiem^ied  from  all  parts  of  Ifrael  to  Mi%peh^  to  the 
number  of  four  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men  :  aiid  there 
the  LeviU  gm  them  a  further  account  of  the  injury  ;  but 
cunningly  concealed  bis  cowardice  in  facrificing  her  to  his 
own  fafety  »•   The  whole  people  had  fcarce  heard  his  ftory 
out,  when  they  rofe  up  as  one  man,  and  refolved  not  to 
return  to  theli  refpe£tive  homes,  till  they  had  punifbed  the 
authbrs  of  that  unheard-of  aftion  with  the  utmoft  feverity ; 
and  fent  deputies  to  the  heads  oif  the  tribe  of  Benjamin^  to 
demand  the  delivery  of  the  profligate  Gibedthites.  But  that 
haughty  tMbe,  inftead  of  complying  with  their  requeft, 
armed  twenty-five  thoufand  of  their  bcft  warriors,  befides 
feven  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  Giheah,  to  go  out  againfl 
them<i    This  unexpected  ftubbornnefs  made  them  vow  to 
take  1  fuller  revenge  on  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  They  con- 
fulted  the  Lord,  which  of  the  tribes  ihould  go  againft 
them  5  and  were  aiifwered,  by  the  mouth  of  Phinehas  thq 
then    high-prieft,    that   Jttdah    fliould   go  firft.      They 
gave  them  battle  accordingly  on  the  next  morning,  not 
doubting  of  a  complete  viftory  ;  but  it  proved  quite  other- 
wife  ;  for  Judah  was  repulfcd,  with  the  lofs  of  twenty- 
two  thoufand  men.     They  were  again  repulfcd,  with  al- 
Qioft  the  fame*  lofs,  in  a  fecond  onfet ;  but,  upon  applying 
-to  God  with  falling  and  prayer,  they  obtained  at  length  a 
favourable  anfwer  5  and  the  high-prieft  prom ifed  them,  that 
the  Lt)RD  would,  on  the  next  onfet,  deliver  the  Benjamiies 
into  their  hands.     This  anfwer  infpired  them  with  frelh 
,    courage  and  policy  ;  upon  which  'a  ftratagem  was  put  in 
execution,  wh^ph  had  its  defired  efieS.     They  divided 
therofelves  into  three  hoAm^  one  of  which  was  to  lie  ia 
ambuft),  and  be  ready  to  enter  and  fet  fire  to  the  city,  as 
loon  as  the  men  were  fallied  out ;  another  body  was  to 

^  Jud^xx.  5,  &ir«q, 
*  .  -  -"  make 
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make  a  fham  aflault,  on  purpofe  to  draw  them  out  of  the 
place,  whilft  the  third  and  main  body  lay  concealed  in  the 
"neighbourhood  of  Baaltamarj  ready  to  fall  upon  them. 
The  chWdren  of  Benjamin  eafily  gave  into  the  fnare ;  and, 
finding  themfelves  unwarily  furprifed  in  their  purfuit  by 
the  main  body,  Were  thinking  to  retreat  into  the  town, 
when,  upon  turning  themfelves  about,  they  faw  it  all  in 
flames,  and  were  fo  difheartened  with  the  fight,  that 
twerity-five  thoufand  of  them  were  cut  in  pieces,  only 
about  fix  hundred  faving  themfelves  by  flight,  who  forti- 
iied  themfelves  upon  the  tops  of  the  rocks  of  Rimmon^  and 
there  abode  four  months,  that  is,  till  they  were  called  down 
by 'the  other  tribes  in  an  amicable  manner. 

This  viftory  only  whetted  the  fury -of  the  other  tribes, 
which  djd  not  cool  till  they  had  burnt  down  all  their  cities 
and  villages,  killed  all  the  inhabitants  without  diftin6lion^ 
and-made,  as  they  thought,  an  utter  end  of  that  unfortu- 
nate tribe.  It  was  then  indeed  that  they  began  to  re- 
fleft,  with  fome  remorfe,  upon  what  they  had  done,  and 
to  bewail  the  lofs  of  one  of  their  tribes.  They  went  up  to 
Shiloh  again ;  and,  having  been  informed,  that  the  fix 
hundred,  who  were  efcaped  from  the  flaughter,  were  ftill 
upon  the  rocks  of  Rimmon^  they  intreated  God  to  direft 
them  how  to  recall  them  peaceably,  and'  to  reftore  the  loft 
tribe  by  their  means.  There  was  indeed  one  main  impc-' 
diment  to  it ;  namely  a  ra(h  oath  they  had  made  at  miz*' 
peh,  that  none  of  them  would  give  their  daughters  to  any 
of  that  tribe.  The  oath,  being  unlawful  in  itfelf,  might 
have  been  diflblved  by  the  high-prieft,  who  was  there  pre* 
fent;  but,  their  con fcience  being  perhaps  become  more 
tender,  they  bethought  themfelves  of  another  expedient, 
which  wpuld  anfwer  their  end,  though  it  was  fcarcely  fo 
juftifiable  as  the  breach  of  fuch  an  oath  would  have  been, 
though  they  had  had  no  Phinehas  to  have  abfolved  them 
.from  it.  They  caufed  a  flrift  fearch  to  be  made  in  their 
mufier-rolls,  whether  any  of  the  tribes  had  failed  to  come  to 
the  camp  at  Mizpeh ;  and  found,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
yabeJh'giUady  belonging  to  the  half- tribe  of  Manajfchy 
on  the  other  fide  "Jordan^  had  not  come  to  the  general 
aflcmbly.  One  would  expeft  therefore,  that,  as  they 
had  had  no  fhare  in  the  oath  with  the  other  tribes,  they 
would  only  have  obliged  them  to  furnifh  thofe  fix  hundred 
men  with  wives ;  but  they  went  a  more  cruel  way  to 
work,  and  fent  twelve  thoufand  armed  men,  with  orders 
to  deftroy  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  except  the  vir* 
gins.    Thefc  foon  went>  and  executed  this  bloody  com* 

mand. 
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maody  sind  brought  four  hundred  virgins  captive,  which 
were  given  to  as  many  of  the  remaining  men  of  Binjamin. 
There  were  ftill  two  hundred  unprovided  for,  and  no  more 
towns  to  be  condemned  to  the  fate  of  Jabifi.  However, 
rather  than  break  their  oaths  for  their  fakes,  they  bethought 
themfclves  of  a  way  of  evading  it,  by  giving  them  leave  to 
take  that  by  force,  which  they  thought  not  lawful  to  give 
them  of  their  own  accord.  The  men  took  their  advice,  and 
lay  concealed  in  the  vineyards  about  Sbiloh  \  and,  when 
.1  the  young  damfek  came  out  of  it  with  tabrets  and  dances, 
from  fome  (blemn  feaft,  as  is  fuppofed,  every  man  feized 
upon  one  of  them,  and  took  them  home,  whilft  the  reft  of 
the  tribes  returned  alfo  every  man  to  his  habitation  o.  Thefe 
fix  hundred  men  foon  reftored  the  loft  tribe  to  its  former 
valcrur  and  ftrengtb,  which  ever  after  continued  attached 
to  that  of  Judah^  and  gave  the  fecond  judge,  and  firft  king, 
XoIfrael(j&). 

The  firft  flavery  which  their  defection  brought  upon 

them,    was  under  Cujhan-rijhathaimy  king  of  Mefopota^ 

mia,  who  held  them  in  fubjedion  about  eight  years  ;  at 

Othniel     the  end  of  which,  the  warlike  Othniel  found  means  to 

the  firft      raife  an  army  againft  him,  with  which  he  gained  a  fignal 


>*'- 


o  Jud.  xix.  &  XX.  per  tot. 

(B)  By  thefe  two  infiances,  freed  them  alfo  from  idolatry ; 

the  reader  may  j  udge  into  what  and  he  was  no  fooner  dead,  than 

degree  of  degeneracy  the  whole  their  innocence  and  obedience 

nation  was  fallen  in  that  little  were  at  an  end,  tho*  their  peace 

interval  between  the  death  of  and  happine&  were  fure  to  end 

Caleb ^  and  that  of  his  fonin-  with  it.    Thus,  Vitty  epoqh  is 

law*s  being  chofen  judge.  What  only  an  alternate  fucceffion  of 

is  ftill  more  furprifing  is,  that  finning  and  repentance,  offer- 

the  prefence  of  one  good  man  in  vitude  and  deliveraooe.    What 

authority  ihould  be  able  to  put  thofe  nations  were,  whom  th^ 

X  ftop  to  fuch  a  vehement  pro-  furred  to  live  amongft  them, 

penfity  to  idolatry,  which,  im-  and  by  whom  they  were  fo  of- 

mediately  after  his  death,  could  ten  corrupted,  enilaved,  and  de« 

not  be  contained  within  any  livered  from  by  turns,  we  have 

bounds,  but  broke  out,  like  a  already  feen  in  the  hiilory  of 

torrent,  with  double  force :  yet  Canaan  (4),  to  which  we  fhall 

this  was  the  cafe  of  the  Ifrael-  refer  the  reader  onoe  for  all,  to 

iUi^   du/ipg  all  the  time  of  avoid,  as  much  as  the  feries  of 

their  judges  ;  fhe  fame  th^t  de*  this  hiftory  will  permit,  all  un- 

livered  them  from  thraldom,  neceflafy  repetitious. 

(4)  Vid$fuf.  v6i  ii.  p,  209. 

viftory, 
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vjAory»  and  freed  IJrml  from  the  yoke  of  that  ^tierit   Vearof 
prince*    The  text  gives  us  no  further  aocount  of  that  war,  the  flood 
which  could  not  but  be  mudi  to  the  HArew  general's  hsy-     943. 
nour5  conrideriBg.thefireogihof  his  enemy*    Ail  that  it  Bef .  Chr. 
adds  is,  that  his  fuccefs  obtained  them  a  peace,  which  lafted    <4^5* 
forty  yeaf s  j  that  is>  till  the  death  of  their  judge  and  deli-  V'Vs./ 
vcrer  P.     This  viftory  happened  about  thirty -eight  years 
after  JoJbm\  death*    As  for  that  si  OthntiJ^  it  is  not  eaijr 
to  iix^it  ^.     .     ,  . 

Soon  after  it,  they  fell  again  under  fervitude  to  *he  Ehud, 
Modbitesi  and,  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years,  Ehud  their  tbefecond 
fecond  judge,  who  was  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin^  hemg  judge. 
deputed  to  carry  the  yearly  tribute  to  Eglon  tbeir^king.    Year  of 
iireed  them,  by  tb^  death  of  that  prince,  whom  be  pri-  the  flood 
vately  Aabbed,  whilft  he  was  delivering  a  pietended  meifage      1023. 
from  Goi>  to  him  j  and^  having  (leaped  uadifcovered,  ^^-  Chr. 
hkw  the  trumpet,  and  raifed  a  fufficient  army,  with  which      ^3^5. 
he  lihook  oflF  the  M9ahitijh  yoke^  and  procured  his  people  ^^^'V^-^ 
another  forty  years  peace  ^ 

Shamoar,  tbeir  third  judge,  delivered  them  from  fome  Shamgar 
fmall  oppreflion  which  they  luffeced  from  the  Philifiines,  third 
The  text  gives  us  no  further  particulars  about  him,  thdsi  judge, 
that  he  flew  (ix  hujidred  of  th^  with  an  ox-goad,  or,  as    Year  of 
the  Latin  and  Greek  verfions  render  it,  with  a  plough-  the  flood 
fliarc*  (B).    How  long  he  judged  l/rail^  is  not  to  be  de-     1044. 
termincd.     He  was  fucceeded  by  ^efChrift 

1304- 

9  Jud.  iii.  8,  &  feq.  ^  Vide  annal.  Usser.  ann.  2599*  Vxv^J 

r  Jud.  iii.  12,  &  feq.    See  vol.ii.  p.  134.  »  Jud.  iii.  ycr. 

ult.    See  vol.  ii.  p.  133,  &feq.  &23i. 


(B)  The  words  are  "^D^O 
"^pnn  malmad  bahakar^  which 
fighifies  any  inflrument  by 
which  oxen  ace  broken  to  la- 
boar.  We  ihall  take  notice  in 
the  fequeU  that  the  Pbiitfiines 
were  more  careful  than  any 
pcber  nation  toflriptheT^j 
pf  all  their  weapons  of  war, 
wM^never  they  had  them  in 
fubjedUon:  and*  if  chis  was  the 
cafe  at  prefent,  it  Is  likely  that 
expr«ffion  means  onlv  ^uch  mf* 
tio^I  inflruments  as  ne  and  his 
men  cpujd  J^y  their  hands  pn« 


Buty  as  the  text  mentions  no- 
thing of  any  previous  fervi- 
tude, it  is  probable,  that  the 
deliverance  here  fpoken  of,  was 
only  ^m  (bme  incurikm  ^ 
the  PhiUfiines^  perhaps,  in 
ploughing-time,  when  they 
thought  they  might  he  more 
eaflly  furprifed,  but  in  which 
they  were  repulii^  with  \qI^ 
by  the  vigilai^  and  bravely  of 
tneir  then  judge.  The  reader 
nay  fee  what  we  fasive  j&id  hx- 
ther  on  thii  hie^d,  in  aiormer 
voliune  (s). 


(5)  w.  a./.  231,  (§), 


The 
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Deborah,      The  prophctefs  Deborah^  foon  after  the  fmart  of  a 
fwrth        fourth  fervitude,  worfe  and  longer  than  any  of  the  three 
judge,        former,  had  brought  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  fiiis  and 
Year  of  ingratitude.     Ifrael  was  for  every  marke( ;  and,  as  ready 
tbe  flood    as  they  were  to  fell  thcmfelvcs  to  fomc  new  crimes,  fo 
Ti»f^l*     was  Providence  to  fell  them  to  new  lords.     The  text 
Bcf.  Chr.  takes  notice,  that,  after  the  death  of  their  judge,  they  fell 
'^^'     inta  iVew  crimes  ;  and  God,  to  puniib  them  for  it,  raifed 
^^^^"^""^  up  a  more  powerful  adverfary  againft  them,  Jabin  king 
'     '        of  Canaarty    whofe  ftrength,  bendes  a  numerous  army, 
and  a  valiant  general,  confided  in  an  incredible  number  of 
iron  chariots  S  whereby  he  held  them  in  fevere  fubjedion 
twenty  years  :  yet,  when  their  crimes  and  repentance  had 
obtained  a  promife  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance,  left  they  fhould 
arrogate  to  themfelves  any  fliare  in  the  glory  of  their  fu- 
ture vi(Sory,  ,two  women  are  chofen  to  be  the  main  inflru- 
ments  pi  it,  and  Jael  completes  what  Deborah  had  con- 
certed ;  and  Baraky  at  the  bead  of  ten  thoufand  men,  dif- 
comfited  Sifera^  and  his  numerous  army,  though  ftrength- 
ened  with  nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron  " ;  and  the  land  of 
Ifraely  from  a  difmal  folitude  w,  began  to  refume  its  for- 
mer fertility  and  fplendor.     We  have  given  an  account  of 
this  famous  a<Siion  in  a  former  chapter  ^,  which  gave  occa- 
fion  to  that  noble  fong  of  deliverance,  which  Deborah 
compofed  immediately  after  it,  and  which  procured  them 
a  refpite  of  forty  years  y. 

The  ungrateful  JfraeliteSy  having  by  that  time  forgot 
this  fignal  deliverance,  were  plagued  ^kh  a  firefli  bondage, 
and  with  which  that  under  Jabin  being  compared,  might 
be  called  freedom.  Under  the  laft,  Deborah  was  allowed  to 
judge  Ifrael  in  the  face  of  the  fun  ;  but  now  they  are  not 
only. without  judge,  but  even  without  habitation,  except 
•  what  they  are  forced  to  feek  fpr  among  the  ckfts  and  ca- 
verns of  the  rocks  ;  and,  if  they  find  time  and  convenience 
to  fow,  their  enemies  pour  in  upon  them,  and  reap  the 
fruit  of  their  labours'^.  Under  this  miferable  bondage 
they  were  groaning,  when  GO0  firft  fent  a  prophet  to 
convince  them  how  juftly  they  fufFered  this  hzxAMidianitiJh 
flavery  *  5  after  which,  he  made  choice  of  a  proper  perfoa 
'  to  undertake  their  deliverance,  Gideon  was  privately  threfh- 
ing  his  corn,  to  favc  it  from  becoming  a  prey  either  to 

*  Judg.  iv.  I.  V.  8.  «  Ibid.  ver.  11,  &  feq.           ^  Seb 

ichap.  v,  ver.  6, and  7.  «  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  2 1 1,  &  feq. 

y  Judg.  v.  ver.  ult.  *  Ibid,  vi.  3,  &  fcq,    ^    *  Ibid.  ver.  8, 
6l  feq. 

Midian 
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Midian  or  Amaleky  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord  faiuted 
,  him  with  the  title  of  the  valiant  favioor  of  his  people,  and 
convinced  him  by  repeated  miracles,  that  Ifrael^Vfhovti 
he  now  looked  upon  as  forfaken  by  God,  fliould  be  fpeedi- 
\y  and  miraculoufly  reftored  to  their  wiflied-for  freedom, 
by  his  means.    Gideon^  on  the  one  hand,  was  too  ex-  Gideon, 
perienced  a  warrior,  and   too  well  acquainted  with   the    Year  of 
<ieje£led  condition  of  his  nation,  to  think  that  fuch  a  deli*  the  flood 
verance  could  be  wrought  by  an  arm  of  flelh  ;  and,  on  the     ' ^^Z* 
othe^,  he  was  fo  far  from  expefting  fuch  a  fupernatural  ^^^-  ^^• 
affiftance,  that  he  fcemed  even  to  doubt  of  the  truth  of     '^45- 
all  tho(c  wonders,  which  God  had  wrought  in  favour  ^•^'^^''^^ 
of  them  ».     At  length,  to  confirm  his  wavering  faith,  he 
obtained  leave  of  the  heavenly  meflenger  to  go  and  fetch  a 
facrifice,  and  to  offer  it  at  his  feet ;  which  he  had  no  foon- 
cr  done,  but,  upon  the  angel's  touching  it  with  the  end       ' 
of  his  ftaff,  a  miraculous  fire  arofe  out  of  the  rock  on 
which  it  was  laid,  and  confumed  the  whole  facrifice  ;  im- 
mediately after  which,  the  angel  vanilhed  out  of  his  fight* 
Gideon  was  filled  with  furprize  and  dread  at  the  thoughts 
of  the  Divine  Prefence,  which  he  had  beheld  :  but  God 
"Was  pleafed  to  diflipate  his  fears ;  in  memory  of  which,  he 
reared  an  altar  upon  the  place,  and  caHed  it  yehovah- 
Jhahm  **.  ^ 

On  that  very  nighf,  the  Lord  commanded  him  to 
begin  his  heaven-appointed  task  with  the  deftriiflion  of  the 
altar  and  grove  of  Baal^  the  fatal  fource  of  IfraeVs  de- 
fcftion  arid  punifhment  ;  and  to  expiate  their  crime  by 
the  facrifice  of  a  bullock  of  fcven  years,  in  the  place 
where  they  had  fcrved  that  Midianitijh  deity.  Gideon 
was  not  only  eager  to  obey,  but  fet  about  it  that  very 
night,  by  the  help  of  ten  of  his  fervants,  whom  he  called 
to  the  wwk,  On  the  next  morning  the  whole  city  came 
to  Joajh's  hbufe,  and,  in  an  infolent  manner,  demanded 
that  he  fhbuld  deliver  up  his  fon  to  be  put  to  death,  for 
his  facrilege  againft  Baal ;  but  the  grave  old  man  foon  made 
them  fenfible  of  their  abfurd  zeal  for  an  impotent  defty, 
which  could  not  defend  his  altar  and  honour  againft  his 
fon,  who  got  the  fujrnamc  oijerubiaal  by  it,  that  is.  Let 
Baal  look  to  himfelf.  ^         '     ■ 

He  was  foon  after  affured,  by  a  repeated  miracle,  of 
gaining,  with  an  handful  of  men,  a  complete  vi<3ory  over 
the  combined  arn^ies  of  the  enerpy  ;  for  God,  who  de- 
signed to  take  away  all  occafio|i,  both  from  them,  and  the 


•  Judg*.  vi.  13.     ,  ^  Ver.  24. 

2  ungrateful 
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ungnleful  Jiws^  to  attribute  the  fuccefs  Co  their  namber 
or  valour,  coBimandcd  Gidem  to  make  a  prodanatioa 
through  his  army^  and  to  difband  all  that  were  ftint-beartcd  i 
upon  which,  tweaty-two  tboufaiKl  of  bis  daftardly  troops 
were  immediately  diimifled.  Gidan  probablv  tbojugbt  b  j 
this  time,  that  hia  army  was  (ufficiently  reauced ;  when 
)ie  was  again  commanded  to  lead  it  to  the  water^fide,  and 
there  fcparate  thofe,  who  went  down  upon  their  knees  to 
drink,  from  thofe  who  lapped  the  water  out  of  the  hollow 
of  their  hand.  There  were  found  but  three  hundred  of  th^ 
latter ;  and  God  promifed  bim  the  vidory  by  them,  and 
ordered  the  reft  to  be  fent  away.  We  faa\re  already  gjiven 
an  account  of  his  Rratagtm  and  fucceis  againft  the  confe- 
derate army,  by  which  the  Ifraili$es  gained,  with  their 
freedom,  an  immenfe  quantity  of  tbe  richeft  fpoU  <  ;  to 
which  we  refer  our  readers. 

GiDEOK,  refolving  to  majce  the  befl:  advantage  of  thig 
yi£lory,  fummoned  feveral  tribes  to  purfue  the  enemy,  and 
%o  fecure  the  fords  of  Beth^hrab  and  Jard^fH  ;  and  th^ 
cowardly  twenty-two  thoufand,  who  dared  not  look  the 
enemy  m  the  face,  began  now  to  take  courage,  when  they 
law  thehd  flying,  and  to  purfue  them  one  w^y,  whilft  him* 
felf,  and  his  thpee  hundred  men,  went  after  another  party 
flying  another  way.  Thefe  laft  pafled  Jardf^n  \  and,  by 
that  time  Gidem  and  his  men  were  come  toStuuithy  they 
found  tbemfelves  fo  faint  and  tired,  that  he  was  forced  to 
fend  to  demand  fome  refreflunent  out  of  that  dty,  that 
he  might  continue  his  purfuit  after  the  princes  of  Midian^ 
Ztba  and  Zalmunna ;  but  he  had  the  mortification  to  be 
denied  by  the  inhabiunts,who  fent  him  word,  that  it  would 
be  time  enough  for  him  to  exa£k  fuch  a  (upply  of  proviiion, 
when  he- brought  thofe  two  princes  prisoners  w>th  hini, 
Gideon  contented  himfelf,  for  the  prefent,  with  threaten- 
ing to  punifb  the  infolent  Succcthitef  in  tbe  fevereft  man- 
ner $  and  continued  his  journey  with  his  men,  faint  as  they 
were,  till  he  came  to  Psnuely  where  he  again  fent  the 
fame  meflage,  and  received  the  fame  repulfe  that  he  had 
done  at  Suce^ih.  Whether  the  defire  of  revenge,  or  hi$ 
hearing  that  the  two  princes  he  wag  in  purfuit  of  were  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Korkor  with  fifteen  thouf^Mid  men,  the 
poor  remains  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand,  infpired 
feim  with  frefh  vigour,  he  flopped  not  his  pace  till  he  waf  - 
come  upon  them  unawares,  and  had  fecured  the  two 
.    princes,  and  routed  the  reft  of  their  men. 

«  See  bcfprf ^  vol .  ii.  p.  i  S9t  &  fcq. 
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Ih  the  nean  tHse^  the  Ephr^iimUs  had  overtaken  and 
^n  Orib  and  Ztb^  two  other  princes  of  MuUan^  and 
bfougbt  their  heads  to  GUe$n^  as  he  was  returning  from 
^,fl9rk9r  with  his  two  r<^al  prUbners  ;  and,  whether  tbetr 
fticc/sfs  bad  made  them  arro^mt,  or  whether  they  enWed 
their  judge's  gtovy^  they  accofted  him  with  an  infolent  de- 
mand. Why  he  had  not  fummoned  their  tribe  to  the  war 
^ahftft  Midiam  f  Giiitmy  tnfiead  of  reprtffii^  their  ilt- 
timcd  arrogance^  cdsteat^  himfelf  at^prefent  with  extol- 
ling  their  alchieTement  above  bis  own,  telling  them,  that  * 
she  gleanings  oi  Ephrait/f^  btirds  vafily  outweighed  the 
vintage  of  his  own  tribe  ^  ;  and,  having  pacified  them  with 
this  foothiftg  anfwer,  went  to  difeharge  his  cefimtment 
ag^inft^thofe  who  had  more  richly  deferved  it,  the  cities  of 
Succ$tb  and  Pemiei.  In  his  wzj  to  Snecoth^  he  met  wifb 
a  youth  of  that  phKrey  who  gave  him  the  names  of  feventy- 
feven  of  its  chief  ma^iftrates  and  elders ;  and,  when  he 
waa  entered  infio  the  city,  aftec  having  reproved  the  iaha-* 
bitants  for  their  brutifli  infolence,  he  caufed  thofe  ieventy- 
ieven  men  to  undergo  a  {tvex^  cosreflion,  as  a  determent 
to  the  reft ;  and,  at  the  iame  time,  he  commanded  thofe 
of  Penud  to  be  all  put  to  the  fword,  and  their  toWer  to  be 
demdiihed  to  the  ground  ^.  He  then  examined  his  two 
priioner9,  Ze^d  and  Zaimunnay  concerning  fome  men» 
whom  they  had  flain  at  mount  Tabor ;  and,  underfianding^ 
by  the  d«ferq;itioii  they  g^ve  of  them,  that  they  were  his 
brethren,  he  fct  afide  all  thoughts  of  mercy  towards  them, 
and  put  them  to  death  on  the  fpot  <. 

The //raeiitery  being  thus  delivered  from  their  cruet 
^avery,  and  loaden  with  the  fpoils  of  their  enemies,  be* 

fan  to  think  they  could  not  (hew  their  gratitude  to  theic 
rave  deliverer,  nor  (ecure  their  new*gotten  freedom^ 
more  effe^ually,  than  by  offering  to  fettle  the  fupreme 
authority  upon  him  and  his  polity  ;  and  Gidewjf  who 
had  threefcore  and  ten  ions  hy  feveral  wives,  might  eafily 
hajve  been  tempted  to  accept  it,  had  he  rvot  been  fo  lately 
Convinced,  that  their  greateft  fecivity  chiefly  depended 
lipoa  their  obedience  to  their  Divine  Protestor.  He  there- 
fore adviied  tbeqi  not  to  put  thdr  confidence  in  their  own 
firength,  or  in  their  general'^*  valour,  but  in  Gob,  and 
to  make  fure  of  his  proceftion,  by  a  ilrider  obedience  tQ 
))i&  laws.  Bat  he  foon  fullied  his  glorv*,  by  an  adiion  no 
ways  aniWerable  to  that  piety  and  moaefty  he  had  fhewit 

*  Jqd.  vi^.  I,  &  feq.         ^  Ver.  13, ad  17.        a  Vcr.  18, 
<fefe^.    §^^pie^vofcii.  p.  1(59/ 

in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i6  Jie  Hiftory  of  the  Jews  B 

in  his  refufal,  by  asking  of  them,  is  an  acknowlrgem 
of  hb  late  fervices,  what  golden  ear-ring^  they  had 
from  their  enemies  ;  fo  that  a  garment,  being  fpread  u| 
the  ground,  was  prefently  covered  with  thoie  omamei 
amounting  to  1700  ihekels,  or  850  ounces  of  gold, 
fides  collars,*  chains,  and  other  ornaments  of  the   (i 
metal  (F),  and  fome  purple  and  other  coflly  garmei 
*    of  which  they  had  dripped  the  confederate  princes.     \^ 
thefe  the  Jewijh  general  caufed  an  ephod,  or,  as  moft 
terpreters  think,  an  idol,  or  perhaps  rather  ^  trophy,  to 
made,  which  he  fet  up  in  his  own  city  Ophr4b  ;  and 
text  adds,  that  it  prcved  a  fnare  both  to  himy  and  to 
houfe,  becaufi  it  became  the  occajion  of  a  new  kind  rf  1 
latry  to  the  Ifraelites.     As  for  Gideon j  he  returned  to 
own  inheritance,  and  judged  Ifrael  forty  years,    dui 
which  none  of  their  enemies  dared    to   moleft   thei 
and,  as  to  the  Midtamtes^  they  received  fo  total  an  01 
throw   from    him,    that  they  never  made  any  attei 

Year  of  againft  7/r^f/ from  that  time.     Gideon  A\t6  in  a  good 

the  flood  age,  and  was  buried  with  his  ancefiors  (H)  ;  but  the 
1 1 1 2.     raeliteSf  whom  he  left  in  a  peaceful  and  flourifhing  c 

Bef.Chrift  jition,  forgetting  both  God  and  him  in  a  very  little  tii 
'^jo.     adopted  Baalimy  and  other  new  gods,  and  repayed  Gi 

^^^'"'^''^^  on's  ferviccs  with  the  blackeft  ingratitude.     He  bad  1 

(Fj  We  nped  not  wonder  at  books  of  the  Jenus,  that 

this  great  quantity  of  golden  ihall  lay  no  other  ftreis  u 

plunder,  if  we  remember,  that  this  conjedure,   than  thai 

all  thofe  eadern  nations  were  proves,  that  the  author,  w 

fond  of  fuch  ornaments;  and  ever  he  was,    had  got  £ 

that  the  MiJianites,  in  parti-  knowlege  of  the  Jewijh  \ 

cular,    not    only  Wore   them  tings,    and   intermixed    t: 

themfelves,   but    decked    the  hiftory    with   the    antiqui 

necks  of    their  camels    with  and  fables  of  the  Phania 

them  J  of  which  they  brought  (7). 

vail  droves  into  the  field  (6).  Jervhhaal  is  likewife  ca 

(H)  GideM^  being  alfo  fur-  Jerubhtjhetb  (8) ;  becaufe, 

named  Jtruhbaal^  is  fuppofed  that  time,   Baat%  name  ^ 

to  be  the  Jeromhaly  whom  San-  held  in  fuch  horror  by  thc/^* 

eboniatho  makes  prieft  of  the  that,  to  all  the  names  that  ei 

god  Jao.    But  that  author's  ed  with  it,    they   fobflitu 

work  is  now  fo  univerfally  ex-  that  of  Bojhetb,  which  figni 

ploded,    as    written  on   pur-  Jhame\  as  l/h-hojhtth  for  J 

.  pofe  to    difcredit  the   facred  baaly  and  the  Uke. 

(6)  Viijyd,  vji.  i^  tS  fuf.  vol.  \\.p.  159,  &  fif,  (7)  DeSam 

vUf  4nt.  yamdal  Dup'in,  SibL  eit,  Bodnvtifdijfert,   Fabric,  hihL  GraC'  O 
&ji>urnaUe  Trcvoux,  Jan,  lyi^,  ^  al  {%)  z  Sam,  xt,  a  I. 
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bcfides  his  other  children,  a  natural  fon  by  a  concubine  h- 
and  he  fucceeded  him  by  the  moft  horrid  treachery,  even 
by  the  deftrudlion  of  his  whole  race. 

His  name  was  Ahimekch^  a  man  of  a  bafe  and  intrigue-  Abimc- 
ing  genius,  full  of  ambition  and  cruelty.     The  firft  ftcp  he  lechV  u* 
took,  after  his  father's  death,  was  to  infpirc  the  Sheche- fifpatign 
mites  with  fome  ftrange  jealoufies  againft  the  fons  of  G/-  ^^^^ru- 
deon.    He  was  indeed  fo  far  from  being  able  to  bribe  them  ^^^" 
with  gifts,  that  he  wanted  to  be  aflifted  by  them  with  mo- 
ney ;  and  therefore  artfully  afked  them  at  firft,  whether 
they  thought  it  better  for  Ifraet  to  have  one  matter,  dr 
feventy ;  and  whether  it  were  more  for  the  intere^  of  the 
Shechemites  to  have  their  city,  or  that  of  Ophrahy  to  be 
the  feat  of  the  fupreme  judge?*   By  thefe  and  fuch-like 
infinuations,  He  o{)tained  from  them  a  fum  of  feventy  fhe- 
kcls  of  gold,  out  of  the  treafury  oi  Baal-bertth  (I),  with 
which  he  hired  a  number  of  profligate  fellows,  capable  of 
the  wickedeft  enterprize,  and  led  them  dircdtly  to  Ophrah^ 
where,  having  furprifed- his  brethren,  the  feventy  fons  of 
GideoHy  he  murdered  them  all,  except  the  youngcft,  upon 
the  fpot.     This  unnatural  parricide,  which  ought  to  have 
made  him  abhorred  by  all,  v/hg  had  the  leaft  grateful  re- 
membrance of  Gideon^  brought  all  the  Shechemites^  2tj\i 
thofe  of  Millo^  into  his  intereft ;  who  proclaimed  him 
king  in  fome  confpicuous  part  of  the  plain  ofShechem  (K)t 
in  hopes  that  all  the  reft  of  the  nation  would  follow  their 
example.  *        , 

*  Judg.  viii.  ad  ^n. 


(I)  We  have  formerly  fpo- 
ken  of"  this  deity  (1) ;  and  fhaU 
only  add  from  the  hiflory  be- 
fore us,  tYiZtBaal'heritb  might 
iignify  the  god  that  prefided 
over  contracts,  covenants,  and 
oaths,  and  puniihed  the  break- 
ers of  them.  It  is  certain, 
that  the  binding  the  former  by 
the  latter  was  not  only  a  very 
antient  cuilom,  but  alfo  the 
greateft  fecurity  that  could  be 
infilled  upon  by  the  parties ; 
which  could  only  be  owing  to 
the  received  notion,  that  the 
Deity,  which  wasfoXokmnly 


called  as  a  witnefs  to  them,  was 
bound  in  juftice  to  punlih.the 
breach  of  them.  Hence  came 
the  Jupiter  the  trntnefs^  or  the 
faithful^  of  the  Greeks  and  JR^- 
mans, 

(K)  The  Hehrevjs  tranflate 
the  word  aion^  here  ufed,  a 
flain^  infiead  of  an.  oak ;  and 
we  find,  that  there  was  both  an 
oak,  and  a  flatoe  or  monument; 
and  that  the  lattipr  was  ere^led 
\syJoJhua^  a  little  before  his 
death,  in  memory  of  the  new 
covenant,  which  the  I/rmiites 
had  made  with  God  at  that 


(ij  Sit  wl,  ii.  p.  126,  &feq.  ^not* 
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Ik  the  ioterim  Jothtrm^  the  only  furviving  fon  of  Gidfi 
took  that  opportunity  to  get  upoo  mount  (ferizzim^  whi 
was  near  the  place  of  this  tumultuous  aficmbly  -,  and,  bei 
within  their  bearing,  and  out  of  their  reach,  made  ufe 
the  following  pathetic  apologue,  to  difluade  them  fr< 
their  raih  ai^  unjuft  enterprize^ :  The  trets^  chu  upon 
time^  aJfetnbUd  t9  make  choice  of  a  king :  they  oj^ered  ti 
dignity  to  the  olive-tree  ;  which  anfweredy  that  it  could 
no  means  diveji  itfelf  of  its  oil  and  fatnefs^  fo  acceptable 
God  and  men,  to  reign  over  them.  They  then  invited  i 
fig-tree  ;  H)hich  alfo  refufed  them^  on.  account  of  its  Jwet 
nefs.  The  vine^  being  applied  tOy  preferred  her  juice ^  whi 
affords  gladnefs  to  gods  and  men^  to  the  empire  over  the 
At  lengthy  the  bramble^  being  invited  to  accept  of  that  di^ 
nityt  anfweredy  thaty  if  they  really  meant  to  make  him  hi 
over  them^  they  Jhould  com*  andjheher  themfelves  under 
Jhadow\  if  not  y  let  fire  come  out  of  the  bramble  y  and  devo 
the  cedars  ^Lebanon*     « 

His  defign  was  plainly  to  infinuate,  that  the  happin< 
of  a  private  life  was  fo  far  preferable  to  the  cares  tii 
attend  on  the  fupreme  authority,  that  the  perfon,  lyl 
txchanged  the  one  for  the  other^  muft  either  do  it  fro 
•  gencrotts  defire  of  ferving  hts  country^  or  from  a  ba 
one  to  enflave  it.  Some  interpreters  fuppofe,  that,  by  tl 
QKve,  the  fig-tree,  and  the  vine^  he  alluded  to  Othnit 
Ifebcraby  and  Gideon^  who  were  with  difficulty  prevails 
ttpon  to  accept  of  the  dignity  of  judge,  and  refufed 
have  it  entailed  on  their  pofierity  ^  ;  but^  whether  it  be 
or  not,  it  is  plain,  from  his  own  application,  that  tl 
bramble  alluded  to  the  traitor  Abim^bj  who  was  fo  I 
from  being  abk  to  proteA  the  Sheehomrtes^  that  he  mi 

'  Jb^-  ix.  7.  to  21.         ^  N.  DB  Ltr.  Zc  aL 

place  (i);  fo  that  the  ftory  mites,  it  is  fnppofed  to  ha 

fisems  to  be  thus  circuaiftan-  been  all  the  kindred  of  Ji 

ilaUy  recorded,    to  agmvate  maJecbh  mother,  whom  Jo^ 

the  crime  of  the  ShecSemiiet^  phus   calls  Drumm   (2) ;    a 

in  choofing  ib  remarkable  and  Milh  himfelf  is  fappofed 

&cred  a  fpot  of  groind  to  be  have  been  her  father.    T 

the  fcene  of  their  treacherous  Septuagint  and  Vu^ate   re 

.>«__u...    .^  -nIawfW  tlec-  der  it  the  city  of  Millo ;  but  y 

do  not  read  of  any  city 

ale  of  Miilo^  that  same  in  all  the  laad 

ll  the  ^keebe-  Paleftau. 

ofi.  ptif,  ^,         (a)  JoHf,  A  V.  r.  9, 

'  unavoi 
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unavoidably  prove  the  occafion  of  a  bloody  war^  wbich, 
tike  a  confuming  fire^  would  end  in  tbeir  utter  ruin :  Por^ 
added  he,  /  appeal  U  you^  whether  y$ur  gboUe  rf  Ahime- 
lech,  preferaHy  ta  any  of  the  fins  ^Gideon,  yonr  late 
henefaStor  and  deliverer^  he  either  grateful  or  jufi  ;  or 
lathery  indeed^  whether  the  murdering  of  all  hu  children^ 
for  the  fake  of  the  Jin  of  ajlave^  be  i^  an  infiance  of  the 
hlackejt  cruelty  and  ingratitude  ?  If  you  think  it  is  not^  I 
wijh  yd  joy  of  your  new  iingj  and  him  of  his  new  dignity  j 
hut,  if  it  is,,  maf  he  prove  a  eurfe  to  Sbecbeni  and  MiUq^ 
and  you  ix  him  (L). 

After  tim  bold  and  feveFe  fpeech,  Jotkam  fled  to 
Beer,  a  city  in  the  tribe  of  JudaJy,  not  far  from  JebuSf 
or  Jerufawiey  where  he  contiaMfd  .  all  tbe^  time  qf  his 
reign,  which,  acxqrding  to  \k\%  piedi^ioo,  proved  both 
thorny  amKhort-Iiv^  \  for,,  befidca  bi&  mortification,  in 
not  Imng  aeknowleged  by  any  of  the  tribes,  the  text 
lays,  that  Goc  caufed  a  fpirit  of  jealoHfy  to  be  (own  be* 


n 


(L)  We  cj^imot  forbear  ob^ 
(ervisg  beie,  that  this  is  the 
£rft  inftaoce  we  have  of  this 
way  of  fpe^ing  b/ parables. 
We  do  not,  indeed,  take  upon 
Its  to  atti*ibute  the  invention  ef 
it  to  thM>Hebre*wSf  becaufe  we 
do  not  know  how  far  they 
might  have  been  ofed  by  other 
nations^  fince  M^er  takes  no- 
tice of  tbofe  whe^  recorded 
the  overthrew  of  Sibott,  and 
of  his  metropolis,  in  proverbs, 
smd  Balaam  iitteriag  his  pro- 
phecies in  fome  fiidt  proverbial 
^cbet  (ra).  But  if  we  may 
lodge  of  them  by  the  ihort 
fpecimen  he  has  given  us  of 
them,  they  will  appear  vaftly 
inferior  ia  elesange  and  energy 
to  this  of  Jotbam^  and  others, 
which  were  ufed  by  the  Jews ;' 
fo  thatthefe  may  be  juftly  laid, 
kt  leaft,  to  have  been  the  im- 
provers of  this  parabolic  way. 
But,  be  that  as  it  will,  nothing 


is  mor<;  palpable  than  the  va- 
nity of  the  Greeks^  who  boaft 
themfelves  the  authors  of  it, 
when  it  was  in  a  greater  per- 
fedtioki  among  the^/w/,  be- 
fore they  were  chrilized  from 
the  loweft  degree  of  ignorance 
and  barbarity,  dMtt  ewr  they 
raifed  it  to,  after  they  h^d  ar- 
rived to  the  grttiteft  pitch  of 
polite  fearmng;  an  evident 
proof  of  whieh  we  have  not 
only  in  this^etchof  JWi^Mv, 
but  in  that  excellent  one,  by 
which  the  prophet  Nathan 
made  /)«<z#f^pronQunce  a  feveee 
fentence  againft  himfelf,  for  a 
ctime,  which  it  would  have 
been  dangergus  fo  much  as  to 
have  mentioned  in  any  other 
way  (23).  We  find  it  alfo  ^- 
quendy  uftd,  not  by  prophets 
only,  but  by  courtiers,  politt* 
ctans,  and  Mdiers  (24),  in  the 
Old  Teftament,.  and  by  our 
Saviour  in  the  New* 


(22)  Vidt  iVio*.  xxii.  27,  6f  Af.  xxiu 

c 


7» 


(2g)  %  Sam.  xii. 
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Abime-     tween  the  Shechimites  and  him,  which  ended   in  a 

lech,  fifth  refolution  to  expiate  their  folly  by  his  death.     But  G 

ju^e.        fufFered  him  to  efcape  for   the  prefent,    that  he  mi] 

j^^'^lhortly  become  the  inftrument  of  a  more  feverechafti 

the   flood  ^^^  againft  them.     Gaal^  tnforn^ed  of  the  hatred  wh 

'fi^f '  Ck    ^^^^        conceived  againft  their  new-made  king,  came 

*•  ^  *"•  Shechem^  with  a  fiiU  defign  to  blow  it  into  an  open  n 

xJt\jj  ^"fc  i  hut  Zebulj   whom  Abimkch  had  intrufted  with  i 

government  of  that  city,  a  fit  fervant  for  fuch  a  maft 

failed  not  to  acquaint  him  with  it,  whilft,  in  outw^ 

appearance,  he  fided  with  Goal  and  his  party.    At  lengi 

after  feveral  bickerings  on  both  fides,  upon  AbtnuUc 

entering  the  town,  the  frighted  inhabitants  retired   ir 

the  temple  of  BaaUherith^  as  into  a  (anduary,  wh< 

•    they  were  foon  made  fenfible,  to  their  coft,  what  a  g 

they  had  preferred  to  that  of  IfratU    AhinuUcb  coi 

manded  a  party  of  men  to  follow  his  fteps  into  the  nc 

wood,  where  every  one,  after  his  example,  cut  down 

boug^  of  a  tree,  and,  having  piled  them  round  the  temp! 

and  fet  fire  to  them,  they  were  all  fmothered  to  deal 

1)eing  about  a  thoufand  men  and  women.    He  then  cauf 

the  city  and  tower  to  be  rafed  to  the  grpund,  and  to 

llrewed  with  fait ;  and  thus  was  the  firft  ^t  of  J^than 

prophecy  fulfilled,  and  the  fir^  from  the  bramble  burnt 

the  cedars  ^Lebanon. 

The  next  part  followed  foon  after,  and  Abimela 
fluihed  with  his  fuccefs,  marched  againft  Thebez^  a  ci 
of  Judah^  which  had  alfo  taken  up  arms  againft  hii 
and  there  met  with  an  ignominious  death,  where  he  e 
peded  a  new  conqueft.  The  citizens,  repulfed  by  1 
viAorious  troops,  retired  into  a  tower,  where  he  thoug 
to  have  burnt  them  alive,  when  a  woman  flung  down 
ftone,  which,  lighting  upon  his  head,  delivered  her  peop 
from  his  fury.  Abimelech^  finding  death  approaching,  ai 
being  more  aftamed  of  the  hand  that  gave  it,  than  of  I 
own  parricides  and  tyranny,  chofe  rather  to  die  anoth 
way,  than  to  fail  by  the  hands  of  a  woman,  and  con 
manded  his  fervant  Zebul  to  difpatch  him,  which  he  in 
mediately  did  '.  Jbimelech  was  the  only  one  that  ufurp( 
and  abufed  that  dignity,  which  he  held  about  three  yean 
after  which  God  made  choice  of  a  more  worthy  one  i 
fucceedhim* 

f  Judg.  ix.  per  tot; 
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Tola,    the  fon  of  Puah^   the  fon  of  Dod^.  of  the  Tola, 
tribe  of  IJfachar.    The  text  mentions  nothing  particularly  A^^ 
of  him,   except  that  he  dwelt  at  Shamir  upon  mount  y«<4^^. 
Ephraimy  where  he  was  buried,    after  he  had  judged 
Ijrael  twenty- three  years  *«. 

He  was  fucccedcd  by  7^/V,  a  wealthy  man,  of  that  part  Year   of 
of  the  tribe  of  Manajjeh  which  dwelt  on  the  other  fide  the  flood 
Jordan ;  and  pofleffed  a  vaft  territory  in  the  land  of  GUead^     *  138. 
in  which  were  thirty  cities*,  which  he  gave  to  his  thirty  Bef.Chn 
fons;  whence  they  were  called  Havoth^    or  hdmlets  of     '*'®' 
Jair^.     He  judged  Ifrad  twenty-two  years,    and  was  ^^^*><^'^ 
Buried  in  the  city  of  Camon  in  the  fame  land.      The  text 
adds,  as  a  then  mark  of  their  wealth  and  greatnefs,  that 
tbey  all  rode  upon  afTes  colts  $  which  is  likewife  obferved 
of  feveral  others  in  the  fame  book  «. 

The  ungrateful  7/rtf^i>«  returned,  foon  after,  to  their 
idolatry,  and  even  multiplied  the  number  of  they:  gods, 
which  brought  a  fifth  thraldom  upon  them  of  eighteen 
yearsi,  under  the  Pbilijiines  and  AmmonlUs.  Here  they 
bad  recourfe  again  to  prayer  and  repentance  ;  but  they 
were  bid  to  go  and  cry  to  thofe  deities  they  had  adopted, 
for  deliverance.  This  anfwer,  and  the  preffing  danger 
they  were  in  from  the  Ammonites^  who  had  already  pa^ed 
the  Jordan^  and  were  going  to  fall  upon  Judah  and  5^«- 
jamtn  p,  obliged  them  to  put  away  ail  their  ftrange  gods, 
and  to  ferve  the  Lord  in  earneft  ;  upon  which  God 
was  pleafed  to  give  them  a  promife,  that  they  ihould  be  ^ 

fpeedily  delivered.  They  aflembled  at  Mizpeh^  to  flop 
the  career  of  the  children  of  ^/n/Ti^n  ;  but  as  God  had 
not  now  nominated  a  judge  or  general,  as  ^t  other  times, 
they  were  forced  to  fend  an  invitation  to  the  valiant 
yephthah  to  accept  of  the  command,  and  with  it,  of  the 
place  of  judge  or  general  during  his  life. 

Jephthah  was  the  ^n  of  G Heady  but  by  a  concubine,  Jephthah, 
for  whif:h  reafon  he  had  been  thruft  out  by  his  other  bre- 
Ihren,  and,  forced   to  retire  into  the  land  of  Tvb  (N), 

where 

n  Jud.  X.  I,  2.        fl  Ibid.  vcr.  3.  Vld.  &  Num.  xxxii.  4r. 
Dent.  iii.  14.  ®  Vid.  Judg.  v.  10.  p  Ibid.  x.  9. 

(N)  This  knd  is  on    the  inhabitants  Tohiniansy   or  7«- 

inoft  northern  part  of  Manaf-  hiniansy  in  the  iirft  and  ftcond 

/r-t'slot,  on  the  other  fide  7^-  books  of  the  Maccabees  (4). 

ffan.    It  is  called  Toby,  and  its  As  for  JefhtbabWittiiiXtn  dri- 

(4)  I  Mace,  Y.  13.    2  Mac*  xu.  i> 
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where  be  became  chief  of  a  t)and  of  fugitives  and  tdle 
perfons,  and  fignalized  bimfelf  more  bv  his  valour  than 
by  his  honefty  :  he  therefore  received  nieir  mei]E»e  with 
fome  miftruft,  and  did  not  accept  of  their  offered  oignity^ 

Vfear  ^    ^iU  it  was  conBrmed  to  him  by  an  oath  %     As  foon  as  he 

thiB  flood    had  put  himfelfat  their  head,  he  fent  an  expoftulatory 
1160.     meflageto  the  jtmmonitis  ^  i  but,  finding  them  more  bent 

Bef.Chri^l  upon  conqueft  than  parcly,  he  ran  over  the  land  of  Gi* 
1 1 88.     lead  sind  manaffih  i    and,  having  got  a  fuficient  army» 

Ky>^\J  marched  dirc£Uy  againft  them.  Before  he  ventured  to 
engage  them,  either  his  fear  6t  fuperfiition  put  a  ftrangc 

Jiisra/b     expedient  into  his  head,  to  make  a  vow,  that,  if  God 

nmv,  would  but  blefs  him  with  an  intire  vidory,  he  wouM  fa* 
crifice  to  him  the  firft  living  creature  that  came  out  of 
his  hou/e  to  meet  him  at  hb  return  ;  and  this  inconfider- 
ate  promife  robbed  him  at  once  of  the  glory  and  pleafure 
of  the  enfuing  adion.  Tht  Ammonites  were  indeed  to- 
tally defeated,  and  the  IfraeliUs  laden  with  their  fpoil  ; 
but  his  daughter,  a  virgin,  and  his  only  child,  and,  if  we 
may  credit  the  Jews^  a  perfon  of  exquifitp  beauty  and 
virtue,  proved  the  unhappy  vidim  of  his  rafh  vow.  The 
welcome  news  of  her  father's  fuccefs  had  brought  her  out, 
at  the  head  of  a  company  of  maidens,  to  congratulate 
him,  with  timbrels,  and  dances,  and  other  exprdfioos  of 
filial  joy;    fo  that  Ihe proved  the  unhappy  objed  upon 

^  which  be  caft  his  eyes,  and  wl)ich  he  had  vowed  to  dc* 

ilruidioiv  As  foon  as  he  Aiw  her,  he  rent  hb  cloaths^ 
and  difclofed  the  fcci^et  to  her  with  moft  lively  expreffiona 
of  grief.  She  hear<I  it  with  a  conftancy,  which  one  would 
hardly  have  expeded  in  a  perfon  of  her  tender  years  ;  and 
only  pe^ed  for  a  relpite  of  two  months,  during  which 
jQie  wpuU  retire  with  (bme  of  her  compsinions  into  the 
mountains,  to  bewail  her  virginity.  Her  requeft  being 
granted,  fhe  abfented  herfelf  during  that  fhort  ^ce,  and, 
at  the  end  of  it;  returned  to  her  father,  wl)o  did  to  her 
according  to  hb  vow  *  i    that  b,  according  to  the  gene^ 

« Ibid,  ix.  10.     '  Vid.  fup.  vol  ii.  p.  143.    •  Jadg,  xi.  per  tot. 

ving  him  out  of  the  inherit-  fince  Jbrabam's  time,  and  was 

ance,  he  could  not  ja(Uy  co^-  fcandedontheobmmandvi^di 

plajn  of  it,    becaafe  it  IttA  <jod  gave  him,  to  caft  oat  the 

^^  into  a  conftont  hw  eveir  foq  ofthe  ooKcabme  (5). 

{5)  Cr«».XXi.  10,  ^/<rf, 
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rality  of  yiwijh  and  Chriftian  interpreters  %  he  olfcrf d' 
her  up  for  a  burat*ofFering  ;  from  which  came  that  cuftom 
mentioned  in  the  text,  for  the  daughters  of  Ifrael  to  go 
yearly  to  XTim^vcCfepththah^  daughter  for  four  days  in  a  year* ; 
or»  according'  to  others,  he  confecrated  her  to  God,  and 
cx>tKieii\ned  her  to  perpetual  virginity  ;  fo  that  thofe  yearly  . 
vtfits  Mferc  paid  to  her,  as  compliments  of  condolence  for 
it,  as  flic  was  the  daughter  of  an  Ifraelitijh  yi^^t^  (O) 

This 

'  Jo«EPH.  antiq.  1.  v.  t.  9.  Rabbin,  fcr.  omn.  Chald.  parapJi. 
Jqnath.  in  loc.  Just.  Mart.  Ambros.  de  off.  1.  iii.  c.  i«, 
HiERON.  cont.  Jovinian.  lib.  i.  &alib.  August,  quaeft.  in  Jodie, 
xlix.  Chry s.  homil.  xiv.  ad  pop.  Antiocfa.  THEoDORET.ija*!^. 
io  Judic.  xi,  Serar.  Salian.  Genebrard.  Cajet.  &aK 
mult.  Vid.  &LuD.  Capel.  &  D.  Calmet.  differut.  de  vot. 
Jcph.  •  Judic.  xi.  ver.  ult         <  Pacnin.  Arr.  Montav. 

Tremil.  Munst.  Drus.  Grot.'  N.  de  Lyr.  &  al.  in  loc. 
Lb  Scen.  eflay  on  a  new  verf.  ch.  7. 

(O)    It    will  be    fcarcely    offering  unto  the  Lord,  whd 
doubted,  that  the  &ble  of  the    fiad  fo  often  deplared  his  utter 
facriHce  of  Iphtgenia  had  its    abhorrence  agatnft  all  fuch  ab- 
birth  from  this ;   efpecially  if  .  ominations,    and  receded  the 
we  remember,  that  the  taking    Cmnaatntes  upon  that  very  ao- 
%>iTrqy  happened  in  Jefhthah'%    count.    However,  as  what  hap 
time.      There  is  indeed  this    been  urged  oa  both  fides  of 
difference,    that  fome  of  the     the  queftion,  is  too  cop^us  to 
wifer   heathen  authors,    who    give  our  readers  even  a  ihorc 
relate  it,  have  introduced  the    abftrad  of  \t^  we  chooie  to  re-* 
goddefs  Diana  interpoiing  her-    fo  them  to  thofe  learned  jnor 
felf,  to  prevent  fo  horrid  a  fa-    <ierns  who  have  written  on  that 
crifice  htva^  ofiered  to  her  ;     fub^d  (6),    while  we.  concent 
whilft  the  far  greater  part  of    ourfelves  with  jnftifying  the 
the  Jennsy  even  Jofophus^  Phih^    Matter  fcnfe,  as  &r  as  the  origi- 
and  the  Chaldee  paraphrafib,  ac-    nal  will  bear  us  out  in  it,  io 
knowlege  Jepbthab  to    have    order  to  abfolve  the  Hikrm^ 
b^n  fuffered  by  God,  by  the    judge  from  fo  hornd  and  nn- 
high-prieft,    and   the    whole    natural  a  facrifice,    when  the 
people,  to  offer  the  fruit  of  his    text  exprcfly  fiiyi ,  that  the  Spi- 
own  body,  an  innocent  young    rit  of  God  came   upon   hina 
virgin,  an  only  child,   and  a    about  the  time  when  he  made 
dear  and  dutiful  one,  the  ible    this,  vow  (7)  ;  rather  than  to 
objcdl  of  hik  prefent  comfort,     fenfy,    with  fome  of  the  &. 
and  future  hopes,  in  a  burnt-    thers  (8),  that  Go»  fuffered 

(6)  Vid,  Pagnin,  Montan.  Munfi,  Vatab.  Druf,  Grot,  Cleric,  De  Z^^. 
Marian,  CapeL  Marjham.  Canon  Mgypt.  fac.  ix.  §.  ?•  Sankrt^de  fg^rtfic. 
c.  ai.  SoheJ.  de  diis  German,  lib,  ii.  &  al  mult.  il)  Judg,  ixf  29. 

(8)  Vid.  int.  aL  Cbryfoft,  bmiL  ad  f^.  Antiocb  xiv.  Jvfiim  Mart.  Tbeo* 
dortt  ^u,  in  Judic.  xx. 
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This  dear-bought  victory  was  like  to  have  proved  fatal 

to  bim  from  anotl^r  quarter.    He  was  fcarce  returned  to 

his 


bim  to  oiFer  up  his  daughter  m 
'  the  ftridleft  fenfc,  to  deter 
men  for  the  future  ^om  making 
ahy  fuch  rafti  vows.  What 
has  miiledall  the  antient  fathers 
isy  that  the  Septuagint  and  ^ir/- 
^tf/r  render  the  words  of  Jefb- 
thahf  Whatfofver  cometh forth 
to  meet  mi,  in  the  mafculine  ; 
as  if  he  had  iaid,  whofbever, 
or  what  perfdn  foever^  Cometh 
forth  ;  whereas  the  original  i» 
here  undeterminate.  Again, 
they  did  not  know  that  the 
f)article  1  <vau  may  be  proper- 
ly enough  taken  in  the  dif- 
jun£tive  fenfe,  or^  inilead  of 
the  conjunctive,  ^/.  This  is 
what  fome  judicious  critics. 
Both  Je^s  and  Cbrifiians^  have 
iince  clearly  ihewn  to  be  the 
light  iignification,  both  here 
and  elfewhere  (9).  So  that 
Jephtbith's  woids  ihould  be 
'rendered,  Jhall  furtty  be  tbt 
LordV,  or  (not ^ and)  I  'will 
offer  it  up  for  a  burnt  offering  ; 
that  is,  if  it  be  an  human  crea- 
ture, he  or  (he  fhall  be  con- 
fecrated  to  the  fervice  of  God, 
as  fome  fort  of  Nazarenes 
were  (10);  or,  if  a  beaft,  it 
fhall  be  ofEered  up  for  a  burnt- 
offering,  if  it  be  fit  for  it,  of, 
if  not,  be  exchanged  for  an- 
other that  is  fo.  We  think 
therefore,  with  the  learned  men 
above-quoted,  that  the  words 
ought  rather  to  have  been 
rendered  thus :  Then  the  fpirit 
if  God  came  upon  Jephthah— r 
and  he  *v(rwed  a  'vow  unto  the 


Lord,  emifaid^  If  tboujhait 
nmthout  fail  deliver  tbg  cbil' 
dren  rf  Ammon  int9  my  bands ^ 
it  Jhall  he^    that  njobatfoe^gr 
cometh  forth  of  the  doors  of  wey 
houfe^  to  meet  me^  'when  Ire^ 
turn  in  peace^  Jhall  furety  he 
the  Lokd\  or  IwiHofftrtt 
up  for  a  humt-offerinr  -—  And 
Jephthah  came  to  Mizpeh  /9 
his    boufty    and    Ins   daughter 
came  out  to  meet  him  toith  tim^ 
brels  and  dances^  and  Jhe  nvet^ 
his  only  child, ^'^  And^  *whett  he 
Ja*w  her^    he  rent  his  cloaths^ 
and  fond t  Alat^  my  daughter  ! 
thou  hajl  brought  me  *uery  lo^w  ; 
thou  art  one  ofthofe  that  trouble 
me  \  for  I  have  opened  my  mouth 
unto  the  Lqkd,  and  I  cannot  go 
back,  —  And Jhe  faid  unto  him^ 
If  thou  haji  opened  thy  mouth 
to  the  Lord,  do  to  me  accord- 
ing  to  thy  vow  —  only^  let  this 
thing  he  done  for  me  i  let  me  go 
and  bewail  my  virginity  two 
months.         And  it  came. to  pafs 
at  the  end  of  tnvo  months y  that 
Jhe  returned  to  her  father^  who 
did  vnth  her  according  to  his 
vonv,  and  Jhe  never  knev)  man 
[thziis^  Jhe  continued  a  virgin  J, 
And  it  became  a  Jiatute  or  cu- 
Jiom  i^  Ifrael,  that  the  daugb- 
ters  £^  Ifrael  came  four  days  in 
they  ear ^  HU/lb  ^**^^°^*^» '* 
condole  or  converfe  voith  the 
daughter  ^Jephtha. 

Here  then  Jetj^thaPivovt 
h  taken  in  the  firff  fenfe,  Jhall 
be  the  Lord'/  ;  that  is,  the 
yowed    thing  proving  to  he 


(9)  Vxie  Jof.  Of  Dav,  Kimibi,  JR.  Leviy  Ben  Cerf,  Sohm,  Ben  Mtlech, 
its  ^ucl.  Qff'Ji.  fup,  cttat,  (10)  f^iJeft^,  p,  65,  fif  fejp 
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his  own  houfe,  when  the  turbulent  Ephraimites  Arrrounded 
it,  and, '  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  threatened  to  fet  it  on 
iire>  and  to  burn  him  and  all  he  had,  for  having  dared  to 


»5 


his  only  daugjiter,  he  confe- 
crated  her  to  the  fervice  of 
God.  For  this  reafon  it  is 
added,  u;>&i  nyn^    j^^b  u^^m 

andjhi  ad  not  knofiv  man ;  that 
is,  from  that  time  to  her  death. 
For  it  would  have  been  fuper- 
Huous  to  have  added  that  cir- 
cumdance,  if  he  had  facrificed 
her  as  foon  as  (he  came  ^m 
bewailing  her  virginity.  As 
for  the  verb  nsfl  thanab^  which 
fb  many  veriions  render  to  be- 
nuailf  were  it  capable  of  no 
pther  figniiication,  yet  would 
it  not  imply  the  bewailing  of 
)ier  death,  but  her  being  con- 
fiemned  to  perpetual  virginity, 
which  was  reckoned  one  of  the 
greatefi  misfortunes  that  tould 
happen  to  an  IfraeUtiJh  maid. 
But  it  is  plain,  that  it  fignifies 
alfo  to  condole,  to  converfe 
with,  to  declare,  or  extol.  In 
ihis  lafk  fenfe,  the  reader  will 
^nd  it  ufed  in  the  fame  book, 
chaf,  v..  'ver,  il.  where  it  is 
feid,  that  they  \3n^  jitbanu, 
fhaU  rehearfe  or  extol  the 
righteous  a6ls  of  the  Lord. 
So  that  here  the  IfraeUtiJh 
maids  might  go,  either  to  con- 
dole her  for  being  feduded 
from  man,  or  to  extol  her 
piety  and  conllancy  in  ratify- 
ing her  fether's  vow. 

There  are  but  two  things 
objedted  a^ainfl  this  fenie  of  the 
text :  the  firft  is,  that  the  l/U- 
fate  law  did  not  allow  jparents 
a  power  to  oblige  their  chil- 
^n  to  a  finglc  life.    But,  b?- 


fides  that  the  argument  is  much 
Wronger  agaioft  their  power  of 
facri£cing  them  to  the  flames, 
we  find,  that  the  children, 
nvhen  of  age,  might  cpnfent  to 
the  vow  ;  and  this  feems  to  be 
the  reafon  why  the  text  adds, 
that  (he  readily  ratified  it  (42). 
But  it  is  plain,  moreover,  that 
parents  had  a  very  great  power 
to  impofe  fevere  -and  grating 
laws,  not  only  on  their  chiU 
dren,  but  alfo  on  their  pofte« 
rity ;  as  when  the  (on  of  Rer 
cbah  forbad  all  his  defcendents 
the  drinking  of  wine,  dwelling 
in  hou(es,  and  the  like  (43). 

The  next  thing  that  is  ob- 
jected is,  that  the  grief  which 
Jepbtbab  expreflfed  at  the  (ight 
of  his  daughter,  feems  to  im- 
ply fome  heavier  fate,  than  ^ 
bare  doom  to  perpetual  virgi- 
nity. But  it  ought  to  be  re- 
meinbred,  that  he  thereby  de- 
prived an  only  child,  and  a 
dear  one,  of  the  greatell  hap* 
pinefs  of  lift ;  K>r  fuch  was 
marriage,  efpecially  when 
hle(red  with  children,  efteem* 
ed  in  Ifraeli  and  himiilf  of  all 
hopes  of  any  pofterity.  Where 
is  then  the  wonder,  that  he 
(hould  ufe  fuch  expreflions  of 
grief,  when  his  only  child  waa 
condemned  to  fuch  a  reproach- 
ful and  uncomfortable  life,  and 
himfelf  excluded  thereby  from 
the  profpeft*  of  havipg  .  thf 
Messiah  to  com^  of  his  feed 

(44)? 


(42)  Judg,  xi.  36.  Vid.  &  Num,  xxx.  faf.  (43)  ^<^  Jirem^XTX^ 
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engage  the  Ammmttes^  without  fummoning  them  to  arma. 
yephthahy  who  was  of  too  rou^  a  dtfpofition  to  footh 
their'  pricte  with  a  flattering  Speech,  upbraided  them  with 
their  bafenefs,  in  not  anfwering  his  fumiiions,  and  leaving 
bim  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  etiemy  i  which  ftung  tbem 
fo  to  the  quick,  that  they  fcrupled  not,  in  the  height  of 
their  refencment,  to  call  the  Gileadha  a  land  of  fpurioua 
fugitives  and  mongrels,  between  Efhraim  and  Manajfeh. 
A  bloody  fight  eniucd,  in  which  thofe  of  Ephraim  were 
difcomfited  with  a  great  lofs  ;  and  the  GiUadiUs,  having 
feized  the  fords  of  JordaUj  fu£Fered  none  of  tbo(e,  who 
had  efcaped  from  the  (laughter,  to  live  (A). 

Jephthah  was  fucceeded  by  /huriv,  whom  tixtjiwijb 
rabfoies  wiU  have  to  be  the  iame  with  J?««£,  who  married 
Ruth  the  MoaUiifs  *,  but  without  any  foundation.     This 

Bef '  Oir  ^"^^  ^^^^^  %icnth  judge,  a  natite  of  BetbUMm ;  but  whether 
1 1 82.  ^^^  which  bek>n^  to  the  tribe  of  Ziiubuty^  orihat 

tjfsy^  which  belonged  to  Aat  of  Judah^  is  not  certain.  He  n 
only  recorded  for  his  numerous  poftcrity,  namely,  thirty 
fons,  and  as  many  daughters,  whom  he  lived  to  iee  all 
married  ;  fo  that  he  had  120  fons  and  daughters,  and  (bns 
and  daughtcrs-in-Iaw,  befides  grandchildren.     This  was 

*  Ruth.  iv.  S,  &  feq.  Matth.  i.  5.  Vide  Munst. in  Jod.  xii.  8. 
S  JoQi.  3(ix.  15. 


Ibzan. 

Year  of 

the  flood 

1166. 


(A)  Their  method  was,  to 
examine  all  that  offered  to  crofs 
that  river,  whether  they  were 
Epbraimites ;  which  was  cafily 
done,  by  making  them  pro- 
nounce the  word  shibboleth, 
which  fignifics  an  ear  of  cori^ 
and  which  thofe  of  that  tribe 
were  known  to  pronounce  sib- 
»OLETH  ;  fo  that  as  many,  as 
were  caught  by  that  fnare,  were 
immediately  knocked  on  the 
,head  ;  and  this  unhappy  con- 
tention occafioned  the  lofs  of 
42,000  Epbraimites.  As  for 
Jepbthah^  wercad  no  more  of 
him*  except  that  he  judged 
Ifra$l  fix  years  ;  by  which  is 
only  meant,  that  part  of  it 
which  was  on  the  other  £de  of 

(45)  J^^i^  xiL  7. 


Jordan ;  and,  that  he  w«  bu- 
ried in  (one  of)  the  cities  of 
Qilead  (45).  This  has  given 
birth  to  two  Jewijh  fables, 
vtxy  oppofite  to  one  another ; 
the  £ril  is,  that  he  was  fmit- 
ten  with  a  fore  difeaie,  as  a 
puniihment  for  his  impious 
vow»  which  rotted  all  his  limhi 
one  after  another  ;  fo  that 
there  w;as  hardly  one  city  in 
the  land  ofGilead,  in  which  he 
did  not  drop  one  of  them. 
The  other  is,  that  the  GiUad- 
tUSf  in  memory  of  the  great 
deliverance  they  obtained  by 
him,  diile£led  his  body,  that 
every  city  might  have  fomc 
part  to  keep  as  a  monument 
of  it  (46). 


(46}  Fidi  Munfi.  in  loe. 
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looked  upon  as  a  great  bkjffing  in  Ifra^L    He  judged  (even 
years  *,  and  was  fucceedcd  by 

Elon^  of  the  tribe  of  Zibulun^  wbo  judged  Ifruel  ten  Elon. 
years  ^.      He  was  buried  in  Jijalmy  in  his  own  tribe  %  and 
^Aicceeded  by 

Abx^on,  who  was  the  fon  of  MJiel^  of  the  tribe  o^Abdon. 
£phraim^  and  a  native  of  Pir4tb0iy  in  the  mount  of  the    Year  of 
jimmlekitess  'n  the  fame  tribe  $  where  he  was  buried,  after  thcflaod 
iiaving  jiw^gcd  Ifrail  eight  years.     He  is  recorded  for  his  pl^?^*,- 
iuunerous  ifiue,  having  kft  behind  him  fo*ty  fons,  and  nef.Chrift 
thirty  graadfons,  who  rode  on  as  many  affes  cdtf,  after     ''"S- 
the  manner  of  the  great  men  in  Jfrod  ^  (B).  v^>/X/ 

The  fixd)  flavery  began  about  the  feveatii  nionth  after  £11^ 
MU  jotaed^  in  Imb  own  perfixi,  the  dignity  of  judge  to 
that  of  i)igh*prteft  ^.  He  was  of  the  family  of  hhamar^ 
the  younger  branch  of  Aarcu\  boufe  f  and  the  high-prteft- 
.bood  iiad  been  tranflated  into  it  from  the  elder  one  of 
£ka%ar  {P).     It  is  indeed  furprifiog,  that  the  people 

Ibould    , 

•  J«dg.  xii.  8,  &  fcq.  *  Ibid.  ver.  it.  ^  Ibid.  vcr. 

*3»  14.  *  Vide  UssER.  ann.  fab  A.  M.  2848.  and  the 

cbronolog.  index  at  the  end  of  our  Bibles^  year  before  Chrift 

(B)  We  read  of  no  {kvery,  above,  not  to  have  ended  till 

war,  or  defe^ion,  during  the  &vea  months  after  ElVs  death,         '  ^ 

Jifeof  thofe^hree  laft judges;  ^when   the    ark   was   brought 

becaufe,  perhaps,  the  fwords  back  froqi  the  laud  of  the  tbi" 

of  Gideon  and  Jephthah  had  Ufiints. 

top  much  weakened  their  ene-  We  have  already  (jpoken,  in 

"mies,  or  that  didr  own  valonir  another  place  (2},  of  this  tran-   , 

not    only    intimidated  them,  flation  <^  the  high-prieAhood 

\sx3X  alio  kept  the '  Ifraelitss  €rom  the  eider  10  the  yomiger 

Yrom  rinmi^g.  into  thde  ido-  branch  of  ^^ir^^s  iunity.  We 

Utties,  which  were  attended  need   only   take  notice  here^ 

widi  the  lofs  of  peace  and  li-  that  thou^  we  iind  no  men- 

iKrrty,    The  latttr  f^ms  hi-  tion  of  anyother  high-pr»)ftof 

deed  ^e  moft  probable,   be-  the  eldct  branch  ii^mjojlma 

canfe  we  find,  ^t,  after  the  to   Sam/on,-  that    is,    during 

death  ofthe  lailof  theie,  they  three   hundred  years,  except 

relapfed,  and  ft^<&ed  an  heairy  Pbinehas  the  Ion  of  MieMutr, 

yoke  for  forty  ycats  under  the  yet  the  bopk  of  the  iSfromtUs  • 

^biBftiws  ( I ).  menticms    <  3 )    three    others; 

(P)  This  thraldom  is  com-  namely,  Ahi/hm^  BtAki^  and 

putedfay  thechronologentated  Ihsd^  by  J^ftf^t  (4)  QiUed 

(1)  See  hefore,  nnl,  iil 
(4}  Atttiq,  /•  V.  <r.  uHf 


(l)  Jtidg,  xiu.  I.  {%)  See  hefire,  vol,  iii*/,  71,  fif  iwf,  (R). 

^^3)  1  &rwp.  vJ.  4,  5.  50,  '  '     -         . 
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fliould  have  continued  fo  long  free  from  the  defedion  du* 
ring  the  lives  of  their  lay  judges,  and  fall  into  idolatry  under 
the  governmcjnt  of  an  high-prieft.  But  Eli  is  particularly 
recorded  for  his  indolence  and  remiflhefs,  el^cially  to* 
wards  his  two  fons,  whom  he  fufFered  td  run  into  the 
higheft  exccffes  of  debauchery  and  irreligit)n,  to  the  great 
feandal  of  all  Ifratl^.  However,  he  was  the  only  ruler  the 
^  IJraelites  had  during  this  long  thraldom,  and  feems  to  have 

been  chofen  by  God,  as  the  propereft  judge  for  them  at 
chat  tiihe ;  for,  as  he  was  known  to  be  incapable  of  un- 
dertaking suiy  thing  for  their  deliverance,  he  was  the  fitteft 
to  withdraw  their  ufual  confidence  in  an  arm  of  flefh,  and 
to  make  them  look  up  to  Heaven  for  relief.     Accordingly, 
when  the  feverity  of  their  thraldom  had  brought  them  to  a 
better  fcnfe,  (jOD  fent  them  a  deliverer,  who  was  altoge- 
ther wonderful  from  his  conception  to  his  death. 
Sam(bn.        He  was  the  miraqulous  fon  of  old  age  and  barrennefi. 
YtAxof  His  birth  and  prowefs  had  been  foretold  by  an  angel,  firft 
the  flood  to  his  mother,  then  to  Manoab  his  father,  a  native  of 
^^9}\    Zor^h  in  the  tribe  of  Dan^  with  a  drift  charge  to  the 
Bef.Chrift  mother,  that  flie  fliould  abftain  both  from  wine  and  flrong 
^"55*     drink,  and  from  all  unclean  meats,  during  her  pregnancy  } 
^-^^^^  and  that  no  rafor  fliould  come  on  the  child's  head  all  his 
life,   becaufe  he  was  to  be  a  Nazarite  from  his  birth. 
Samfon  (for  that  was  the  name  which  his  parents  (.Q^) 
gave  him)  began  to  give  fome  early  m^ks  of  extraordi- 
nary 

<  I  Sam.  ii,  1 2,  &  feq, 

AhtezeTy   Boceejas^  and  Oai/Vi-  pronoun  ( iz»,  thw,  their /it^  ^ 

It  is  uncertain  how  long  any  of  which,  as  fome  pretend,  pro- 

tbem  lived ;  but,  by  the  dignity  gnoilicated  the  rifing  of  tl|e 

being  transferred  to  £//',  about  Hebrews^   and  fetting  of  the 

the  year  before  Christ  1 156.  Philifiittes(^),    Jofepbus  ix^%^ 

it  is   reasonably  fuppofed    to  it  iignifies  robuft  (6);  a  plain 

liave  pa^ed  from  V^xi  to  him,  proof  he  knew  nothing  of  Hi' 

.  ]»ther  than  from  his  fon  M^-  ffrenv.    But  we  have  obferved 

raiotb,  .  /  more  than  once,  that  there  is 

(Q^)  It  is  not  eafy  to  dive  little  credit  to  be  given  to  fuch 

Jnto  the  etynnon  of  this  name ;  ^-fetched  etymologies. 

that  which  comes  neareft  to  it        Oar  archbifliop  UJbtr  places 

is  Hill  fomewhat  forced,  being  Samfon's  birth   in  the   &C0Bd 

derhred  frbn^  ^vr^^  Jhemejb,  the  year  of  thdr  thraldom  j  and 

ftpt,  and  the  feminine  Sjriac  gives  this  fubftantial  reafon  fqr 

(5)  Vide  vdtaifHL  Heir.  &  S,  Pbilip,  in  vlu  Samfiru  (6)  Atti^ 

/.  V.  f.  Jo> 
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naiy  courfige  and  ftrcngth ;  and  the  text  fays,  that  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  began  to  move  him  at  ttm,es  in  the 
camp  of  the  Danitesy  between  Zorah  and  EJhtaol^y  the 
place  of  his  abode. 

How  he  plagued  the  Philiftines  during  his  twenty  years     , 
government,  and  was  at  length  betrayed  into  their  hands 
by  a  treacherous  harlot,  Ihorn,  and  bereaved  of  his  ftrength 
and  eyes,  become  the  objedl  of  their  fcorn  and  revenge ; 
and  how,  after  near  a  year's  miferable  fervitude,  he  buried, 
with  himfelf,  all  the  Philijiine  nobles  under  the  ruins  of  a 
magnificent  ftrudure  ;  we  have  feen  in  the  hiftory  of  that 
nation  S.  The  text  adds,  that  he  deflroyed  a  greater  num-   Year  of 
ber  of  his  enemies  by  his  death,  than  he  had  done  in  his  the  flood 
life-time ;  and  that  his  friends  and  relations,  hearing  of  it,     121 1. 
came  and  fetched  his  body  away,  and  buried  it  in  the  fe-  fief.Chrift 
pulcre  of  his  anccftors  ^  (K.).  11 37- 

Thi$  extraordinary  daughter  of  the  Phtltjiine  nobility  Vy^vV-^ 
might  have  infpired  the  Ifraelites  with  frefh  courage  to  at- 
tempt the  regaining  their  liberty,  had  npt  their  horrid  wic- 
kednefs  proved  an  invincible  obftacle  to  their  fucceis.  EU 
their  judge  was  almoft  an  hundred  years  old  «j  and  his  two 
fons,  Hophni  and  Pbimhas^  who  a£led  under  him,  took 

^  Jud.  xiji.  paff.  «  Sec  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  234,  &  fcq. 

*  Judg.xvi.  30,  31.  *  1  Sam.  iv.  15. 

It,    that  he  is  {aid  to  have  our  chroDoIogers  place  It  in 

judged    the  Ifraelites  twenty  the  time  of  Deborah  (2)  ;  o- 

years  (7),   and   that    he  can  thers  under  Gideon :  h\xt  t\ic 

Scarcely  be  .fuppofed  to  have  mod  probable  opinion  is  that, 

entered  intd  this  office  before  which  places  it  in  the  time  of 

the  1 8th  year  of  his  age  (8).  Sbamgar  the  third  judge,  about 

(9i)  Jofephus  places  the  hi-  an  hundred  and  twenty  years 

ftory  of  Ruth  after  the  death  ^^htxjojhua  (3). 
ot  Sam/on  (9),  contrary  to  the         As  for  the  book  itfelf,  it  k 

greater  p^rt  of  the  Jews  (i),  plain  it  was  not  written  b^ 

who  think  Boaz  to  have  been  fore  David's  umt,  becauie  he 

the  iame  with  Uzan  the  tenth  is  named  in  the  genealogy  of 

jodge  of  Ifrael,  as  we  hinted  Boax.  (4),   though  the    fbrjr 

above,  becaufc  he  was  of  Beth-  appears  to  have  happened  in 

Jehem,  and  that  there  is  fome  the  time  of  fome  one  of  the 

conformity    in   their   names,  judges,  by  the  very  firft  verfe 

But  they  are  both  palpahly^out  of  it. 
of  all  chronolog)r.    Some  of  ■  . 

(7)  7»<fr.  XV.  ver.  uU.  (8)  f^Je  UJer.fub  A.  M.  ^%^.  (9)  Antiq. 
/.  V.  c.  II.  (l)  "targ.  in  Rutb,  Taim.  Hierof,  RR,  SoL  fSmcbi,  Levi,  Bin 
VaviJt  Abr.  Zacut,^  aU  (2)  to^at.  T^rmel,  De  tyr,  Geneir.  ^  tu, 

(3)  VHs  VJftr.  fub  A,  lif-  z6^,  (4)  Rutb,  cult,  vtr,  ulh 

'     -  the 
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the  advantage  of  his  extreme  weaknefs«  to  commit  the 
greateft  abominations.     The  Scripture  brands  them  with 
feme  of  the  vileft  charafters  ;  fuch  as,  that  they  were  fans 
pf  Belidl ;  that  they  knew  not  the  LoRD  ;  that  they  cocn« 
mitted  fuch  infamous  irregularities  in  the  fervict  of  the  ta  ^ 
temacle,  as  caufed  the  people  to  abhor  the  offering  of  the 
Lo*D  ;  that  they  debauched  the  women  that  ajfembled  at  the 
door  of  the  tabernacle  \  and  that  their  crhneswere  very  great  K 
By  all  which  one  may  eafily  guefs  to  what  excefs  of  wick* 
cclnefs  a  people,  fo  naturally  prone  to  it,  nnift  have  run, 
under  fuch  profligate  governors*     EH  was  not  ignorant  of 
all  this ;  and  yet,  inftead  of  degrading,  or  even  correding 
them,  he  contented  himfelf  with  givinz  them  a  gentle  re- 
proof,  and  telling  them,  not  that  their  a£lions  were  vile 
and  abominable,  but  only  that  they  were  not  good  S.    No 
wonder  then  if  fuch  an  expoftulation  made  fo  tittle  impref- 
lion  on  thofe  two  profligate  young  men  (S). 

This  remifincfs,  in  an  high-prieft  and  a  judge,  was  (o 
difpleafmg  to  God,  that  he  ^nt  a  prophet  to  upbraid  him 
with  his  ingratitude  j  and  to  aflTure  him,  that  the  high- 
priefthood  fliould  be  taken  from  his  houfe ;  that  his  two 
fons  *fhould  be  cut  oflF  in  one  day  \  ai^d  that  the  fiirvivors 
of  his  familv  (hould  pine  away  m  the  utmoft  poverty  and 
miferyl.  This  heavy  fentence  was  again  confirmed  by 
God  to  young  Samm  in  a  vifion,  and  by  him  related  to 

Samuel  was  another  child  di  age  and  barreniieft,  ob- 
tained by  the  prayers  of  his  mother,  dedicated  to  Gop 

^  I  Sam.  ii.  la,  k  fec[.^  ^  Ibid.  ver.  24.  *  Ibid, 

▼er.  2.J,  ad  fin. 

(S)  Were  we  to  follow  tlie  rendered  hteaufe^  doth   ofcea 

fen(e  of  ottr  own  and  fome  fignify,  and  ought,  both  here, 

other  verfions,  we  fliould  be  aiiid  in  feveral  other  places  (4), 

apt  to  attribute  their  iBCorri-  to  ^ve  been  tranflaeed  nvherir- 

giblenefs  to  what  it  faid  in  the  y»r#,  or  thomgh ;   ib  that  the 

2^th  vede  of  the  ad  chapter,  fenle    will  1^,    They  did  mt 

fhat  tkty  hearkened  not  to  the  hearken  to  their  father  \  <where^ 

ntoict  of  their  father^  becaufe  fore  it  plea  fed  the  Loao  tojlay 

the  Lord  mtoM  flay    them,  them;  or,  they  hearkemsd  mt. 

But  we  beg  leave  here  to  re^  '-though  the  Lord  threatened 

mind  our  reade'rs,    that   the  toji^ty  them  for  their  dt/obe* 

CODJuodion  >^  ck\  which  is  dience(^). 

(4)  /«/.  aL  Gem,  wi*  %U  Jerem.  vii.  lo.     Tf.  lizxviii.  \j,  (5)  Viii 

Buxtorf.  Uxic,  Hehr»  Ncld,  concords  Part,  Utbr.  jimam*   trsmmat*  Htbr, 
J^ed.  Vtrfi,  U  Seen,  &  «/. 
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by  7L  fotemn  vovr,  and  entered  intol^is  fervicc  at  the  age 
of  three  years  «.  As  he  grew  up,  he  was  appointed  to 
rtinifter  to  Eli  in  the  hrfv  fundions,  grrded  with  a  linen 
ephod,  and  to  open  and  (hut  the  doors  of  the  tabernacle. 
One  rooming,  before  break  of  day,  as  he  lay  in  his  bed 
hear  Eli*s  chamber,  he  heard  htmfelf  called,  at  three  di- 
llin<^  tinrtes,  and  as  often  ran  to  him ;  but,  on  the  laft,  £li^ 
finding  fomething  extraordinary  in  that  call,  direded  young 
Samuel  what  aniwer  to  make  to  the  divine  voice  ^  and  it 
wa»  then  that  God  revealed  to  him  the  heavy  judgments 
he  had  denounced  againft  Eli^s  houfe.  Samuel  was  fear- 
ful of  difdofing  the  dreadful  purport  of  the  vifion,  till 
ftri£tly  charged  and  adjured  to  it  by  him  ;  after  which  he 
became  known,  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other, 
to  be  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  and  to  be  eftablilhed  judge 
in  I/rael,  in  Eli's  ftead  «  (T). 

Not  long  after  this,  the  IfratUtes^  being  rcpulftd  in 
an  attempt  againft  the  Pbiltjiines^  with  the  lofs  of  4000 
men,  refolved  to  bring  the  ark  of  God  into  their  camp, 
in  hopes,  at  leaft,  that  it  would  flrike  a  terror  into  their 
enemies,  and  infpire  the  people  with  more  than  ordinary 
courage  ;  bat  the  confequence  of  this  wild  proje£k  was» 

^  I  San),  ii.  iii.  paC  ^  i  Sam.  iii.  i,  k  feq. 

(T)  Sammelvf^sol  the  tribe  to    be  SmmuI,  whcii  he  ap* 

of  Le<vi^  of  the  branch  of  Ko-  peared  to  the  witch  of  Etuiar 

batii  but  becaufe  heexerciiied  in  a  priefiiy  veft  (58),  though 

feveral  prieftly  fondions,  fach  he  calls  his  fether  a  plain  Le- 

as  aaointiog  of  Saul  and  Da-  witet  where  he  (peaks  of  his 

o^/V,  oiF(§ring  up  facrifices  even  birth  (59) ;    but    it  appears 

put    of   the  tabernf ck»    his  from  the  Cbromeks^  tkat  he 

wearing  a  linen  ephod,  and  be-  was  of  the  braikh  ci  Kobathf 

iitg  napied  by  the  Vfalmfi  with  the  fecond  fon  <^  In;/  ^60) ;       . 

Mafiti  and  Aarm^  the  priefts  aad»    as   for  his  wearing  an 

of  the  Lord  (56),  fome  an-  ephod,  J>anid  did  the  fame 

tient  Others  have  thought  lum  (61};   and   Gideon^    Mamah^ 

to  have  been  of  the  race  of  Smulj  E^jah^  and  others,  who 

Aarwt^  and  to  have  performed  were  neither  prielb  b<»>  levites, 

the  fandioa  of  high-prieft  af-  have  ^cnficed  upon  part^ar    -     - 

ter  the  death  of  EH^  and  his .  occafioas  1  and  fome  prophet^ 

twofi^s  (57).    Jofefhtu  ieems  and  even  their  difciples,  have 

«>hintfoin<diiaghkeit,wh«n  anointed  kings  (62), 
he  iays,  that  Saul  kaew  him  , 

(56)  P/.  xcJx.  6.  (57)  Augufi,  in  Pf,  xcriSi.  coKt,  Fsufl*  &  alih^ 

^Chryfofl,  Ambr,  &  al.  Vid,  Mender  in  i  Reg.  ii.  (58)  Jint,  M*  vi.  c.  15. 

(59)  UidJib.  ?.  c.  11.  (60)  xChron.  vi.  2»,  ^ S^i*  ffil)  ^  Sam^ 

iri.  14.  (6a)  ^i4,  w/,  «/.  2  Kitig$  ix.  i,  &/<J*' 

that 
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that  they  loft  both  the  battle  and  the  ark  o,  s^d  the    two 
fons  of  Eli  that  bare  it,  their  lives,  all  in  one  day.     Xhe 
old  pricft,  who  waited  with  impatience  to  hear  of  the  Aic^ 
cefs  of  the  battle,  had  feated  himfelf  on  a  bench  in  the 
highway  to  Shilohy  being  under  the  ereateft  concern  for  the 
ark  of  God  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  heard  the  news  of  its 
being  taken  by  the  enemy,  he  fainted  away,  and,  falling 
backward  from  his  feat,  broke  his  neck,  and  died.      His 
daughter-in-law  likewife,  Pbinebas'%  wife,  being  then  near 
her  time,  fell  in  travail  upon  receiving  all  thefe  dreadful 
news,  and  teftiiied  the  excefs  of  her  grief,  by  calling  the 
child  ihe  was  delivered  of  Icbabod^  to  fignify,  that    the 
glory  of  Ifrad  was  departed  ;   and  expired  unmediately 
after  P(V). 

,  What  befcl  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  thofe  that 
kept  it  captive,  and  ^  being  fent  back,  we  have  already 
feen  5.  Its  wonderfufand  unexpected  return  to  Bethjhemeflp 
caufed  an  univerfal  Joy  in  all  the  people,  who  came  croud- 
jng  from  all  the  adjacent  parts  to  feaft  their  eyes  with  the 
fight  of  it,  it  being  then  the  time  of  harveft.  The  field 
where  it  (topped  had  in  it  a  large  ftone,  upon  which  the 

Eriefts  and  levites  offered  up  the  two  milch  kine,  that 
rought  it,  for  a  burnt-offering.      This  was  accompanied 
with  ieveral  others,  which  the  inhabitants  oC  the  place  fa« 
crificed  there  ^   aftei-  which,  the  ark  and  trefpafs-offering* 
Year  of     ^^^^  depofited  upon  the  fame  ftone.      But  their  joy  was 
theflJod   foon  after  unhappily  turned  into  mourning,   through  the 
12; 2.     irreverence  of  the  BethJhemeJhiteSy  whom  an  imprudent 
Bef.  Chr.  curiofity  injiced  to   look  into  the  facred  fymbol  of  the 
1 1 16.    divine  prefence  ;   and   for  which  fifty  thoufand  and  fe« 

0  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  236.  P  I  Sam.  iv.  to  the  end. 

«  Ibid.  p.  237. 

(V>  Phinehas  left  another  that  enjoyed  it.    Bat,  astotHe 

fon   named    Ahituh^    who   is  government,  it  was  given  by 

fuppofed  to  have  fucceeded  his  God  to  Samuel^  amanofon- 

grandfather  Eli  in  the  high-  common    zeal    and    courage, 

prieii's  office,  becaufe  we  find  and  fit  to  reduce  the  IfraeUtn 

bis  fon  Ahiah  in  that  dignity  from  their  abominable  defec- 

in    Saur%    time  (3);    from  tion  and  idolatry.     This  was, 

t^hom  it  pafTed  to  Ahimelecb  indeed,  what  he  applied  him- 

his  brother,  who  was  killed  by  felf  to  with  good  fuccefs,  being 

that  jealous  prince  (4),     and  feared  and  reverenced  by  all 

from  him  to  his  fon  Ahiathar^  IfraeU   who  knew  him  to  be 

who  was  the  laft  of  Elt%  race,  the  chofcn  prophet  of  God. 

(3)  I  5tf»r.  xiv.  3.  (4)  Ibii.  xxiL   16,  fiT^iy. 

vcnty 
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vcnty  men  were  puniflied  with  immediate  death  (V), 
This  dreadful  flaughtcr  ftruck  fuch  terror  into  them,  that 
they  fent  to  the  inhabitants  of  Kirjath-jearim^  a  city  in 
the  neighbourhood  oi  Bethjhemejh^  znd  in  the  tribe  of 
yWtf  A,  dcfiring,  that  they  would  fetch  the  ark  away  from 
them  y  ;  which  they  accordingly  did,  and  placed  it  in  the 
houfe  of  one  Ahinadab^  which  ftood  on  the  highcft  part  of 
the  city,  where  it  continued  x^  David' ^  time,  that  is, 
about  feventy  years ;  and  copfecrated  AbinadaV^  fon  Elea-- 
%ar  to  be  the  keeper  of  it. 

Samuel,  who  aSed  by  this  time  both  as  prophet  and  ' 
judge,  took  occafion,  from  the  people's  aflembling  in  great 

y  I  Sam.  vi.  per  tot. 


n 


(V)  This  is  what  oarS,  and 
mod  other  verfionsy  make  the 
briginal  to  fay ;  for  which 
reafon  we  have  net  blared  to 
depart  from  it,  though  we 
own,  with  the  learned  Bocbart^ 
that  we  can  neither  conceive 
how  there  could  be  fuch  a  mul- 
titude of  people  in  a  village 
on  the  borders  oijudaa,  nor 
how  it  could  be  conflitent  with 
thegoodnefs  of  God,  to  make 
iuch  a  (laughter  of  thofe  men» 
who  came  with  joy  to  receive 
the  ark,  fuppoiing  fuch  a 
number  could  really  have  all 
looked  into  it. 

But  we  beg  leave  to  obferve 
here,  that  the  original  is  ca- 
pable of  a  twofold  fenfe,  be- 
fides  this  in  our  veriion,  both 
which  do  greatly  lefTen  that 
number,  and  remove  the  diffi- 
culty. The  firft  is  that  of  Bo- 
tbkrt  above-mentioned  (65), 
who  ihews,  that  it  ought  to 
iavc  been  rendered  fifty  men 
6f  a  thoufand,  inflead  of  Uly 
thoufandy  that  is  in  all,  feven- 
ty; becaufe,  as  he  6bferve8 
rtghlly   after   St.  Jerom  (66), 


it  is  not  ufaal  in  the  Hebrew 
to  make  the  thoufands  go  be- 
fore the  inferior  numbers  when 
they  make  up  a  total  fum  i  but 
they  conftandy  begin  with  the 
lefT^r  number,  and  end  with 
the  greater.  Joftfbus  has 
taken  it  in  the  fame  fenfe  (67), 
and  reckons  but  feventy  flain. 

The  other  fenfe  is,  that 
there  were  flain  feventy  men 
ayD,  babanty  of  the  common 
people,  and  u;'»i^  rp^ Cli :;  Dn 
chamijhim  eleph  ijb^  fifty  of 
the  heads,  or  captains  of  the 
people;  for  the  word  Cjl^fci 
^gnifies  alfo  a  leader,  or  cap- 
tain. This  feems  to  have 
been  the  opinion  of  Junius^ 
though  he  has  retracted  it 
fince,  or  Tremellms  for  him, 
to  adhere  to  the  vulgar  one, 
but  without  giving  any  rea- 
fon for  his  fo  doing  (6%),  In 
memory  of  the  mourning 
which  their  death  caufed  a- 
mong  the  people,  the  ilone, 
or  rock,  upon  which  the  ark 
relied,  when  they  looked  into 
it,  was  called  ^a^  [afcJ  tben 
abely  the  ftone  of  mourning. 


^65)  Pbaleg.fub  Betblhemejh,  Vid,  fif  Le  Seen,  effay  on  a  neiv  terf.pari  n, 
€h.  6.  $.  4.  (66)  In  hebdom.  Dan.  , ,  (67)  Ar.t.  L  \'uc*  2.  (6i)  Vid. 
Ttcot.  in  loc, 

•  Vol.  IV.  D  multitudes 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34    .  ^  Hifiory  */  the  Jcw$  B 

SamoelV    multitudes  before  the  ark,  to  lament  tbeir  not  yee  re 

ixbTta-     vercd  liberty,  to  perfuade  tbem  to  put  away ,  J(/hiar4 

tion  t9tbf  and  the  other  ftrange  deities,  from  among  them,    and 

t^^ie.        ferve  the  Lord  alone }   upon  which  condition   only 

could  promife  them  a  fpecdy  deltverance  from  the  ^ 

lijline  voke.    The  people  readily  complied,  and  afterwa 

afiembled  at  Mizpeh^  according  to  his  appointment^  "whi 

they  faded  and  prayed,  and  exprcficd  all  the  tokens  ol 

lively s  rrpentance.     This  unufual  meeting  gave  umbra 

to    the  Philijlinesy    who    immediately    took     up    arir 

and  came  agamft  them  ;  but  Samuel^  having  offered  up 

fucking  lamb  for  a  burnt-offering,  by  his  prayers  obtain* 

fuch  a  florm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  as  quite  difcomfiti 

their   enemies,  whom  the  IfraeliUs  purfued  with  gre; 

daughter   mto  Btth-car.    In  memory  of  this   ^nau  v 

dory,  Samuel  cauied  a  great  ftone  to  be  ereSed  beti/eee 

Aftxpeh  and  Shen^  which  he  called  Eben-iZir^  or  the  Jion 

efbelf  ;  and,  from  that  time  to  Samuets  death,  the  Pit 

itftlnes  were  fo  far  from  making  any  further  attempt  again! 

IfraeU  that  they  fuffcred  them  to  recover  all  the  dtics  an< 

tortreffes  which  had  been  taken  frcm  tbem,  from  Ekroi 

Year  of    *^^^  ""^^  Gathy  and  the  territories  about  them  r.     At  the 

the   flood  fame  time  the  Jfraelites  were  at  peace  with  the  AmorittSy 

1252.      To  that  the  land  enjoyed  a  orofound  peace  ill  the  days  of 

Bcf.  Chr.  SamuePs  governhient :  whilft  he,  to  make  it  eafier  to  the 

1096.     -pcopif,  lett  Ramahj  his  ufual  pLce  of  refidence,  and  th^ 

^ta^^V>J  place  of  his  nativity,  once  a  year,  to  take  a  circuit  round 

Betfyely  GUgaly  and  Mizp^h^  to  adminifter  judgment ; 

and  then  returned  to  his  own  city,  where  he  had  buQt  an 

altar  unto  God,  and  whither  the  people  might  refort  unto 

bim  at  all  other  times  •. 

By  that  time  Samuel  hs^  judged  I/rael  twenty  years 
with  great  integrity  and  applaufe,  be  had  the  mortificatioB 
to  hear,  that  his  two  fons,  Joel^nd  Abiah^  whom  he  had, 
in  his  later  days,  made  judges  at  Beerjheba  ( V),  fufFertd 


'  I  Sam.  ibid.  &  feq. 
(Y)  This  Samuel  had  pro- 
bably done,  either  to  try  how 
they  would  behave  in  that  im- 
porant  poft,  or  perhaps  for 
the  convenience  of  tbofe  who 
lived  at  too  great  a  difiance 
from  Ramah ;  Beerjheha  being 
4t  one  cxtrenuty  of  Ifraely  as 
Dan  was  on  the  other.  Jo- 
(69)  Ant. 


*  Ibid.  vii.  to  the  end. 
fefhui  adds,  that  he  appoiQtsd 
the  eldeft  to  keep  his  refideacv 
at  Beth-el^  and  the  other  at  | 
Beerjheba^  and  ordered  then 
to  take  a  yearly  circuit  at  pro- 
per places,  fo  that  ca/ch  ihouU 
have  oae  half  of  Ifrael  to  hit  I 
fhare  (69)  ;  but  the  text  fiyi  [ 
nothing  of  it. 
/.  vi.  <•.  3, 

thnn* 
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themfclves  to  be  bribed  to  pervert  judgment  ;   upon  whkh 

accoiuit  be  &w  himfelf  furrounded  by  the  elders  of  Ifraely 

who  defired  him,  that  he  would  appoint  to  them  a  king, 

like  other  nations,  fince  his  fons  were  not  worthy  to  fud- 

ceed  him  in  hb  office.     Samuel  expoftulated  with  them  in 

the  flrongeft  terms,  upbraided  them  with  their  ingratitude^ 

and  forewarned  them  of  their  danger;  and,  among  other 

dtfluafivcs,  laid  before  them  all  the  mifchiefs  and  griev- 

^  anccs  they  were  likely  to  fufFer  from  a  king.     In  a  word, 

be  omitted  nothing  that  could  poffibly  divert  them  from 

their  defign  ;  though  to  no  purpofe,  till  God  commanded 

Jaim  to  comply   with  them,  and  to  fet  fuch'  a  king  over 

them,  as  he  fiiould  dire<ft.     Whereupon  Samuel^  having 

promifed  to  comply  with   their  demand,  difmifled  them 

for  the  prefent  ^ ;  and  Saul  was  foon  after  appointed  by 

God  to  be  the  firft  king  of  JfraeL 

SECT.    Vlil. 

The  hijiory  of  the  Jews   under  their  monarchical 
government. 

t'AUL  the  fon  of  Kijh^  of  the  tribe  of  B^njaminj  was  a  Saul,  /r/ 
■^  very  comely  youth,  well-fhaped,    and  taller  by  the  ^l^g  ^f 
lead  and.  (houlders  than  the  common  fize.     He  had  been  ^^«J« 
*^tit  with  a  fervant,  about  the  time  of  this  defedion,  to    T^n^ 
;ck  aft<^r  fome  ftrayed  affes  ;  and,  after  three  days  ufelefs  ^^®  °^^ 
'arch,  Samuel^  who  knew  him  to  be  the  pcrfon  appointed  gjf^^/ju 
/God  to  the  regal  dignity,  and  was,  then  going  ta       '        ' 
efs  a  facrificc  which  was  held   in  his  city,  took  that  \^i>Z^i% 
»portunity  to  introduce  him  tp  the  feaft,  where  he  fet 
m  in  the  higheft  place,  and  diftinguifhed  him  from  all 
e  otlier  guefis,  by  a  particular  difti  of  meat  fet   Before 
in  above  the  reft.     He  detained  him  all  that  night  ; 
d,  early  on  the  morrow,  called  him  up  to  receive  his 
e6lions,  and  accompanied  him  fome  part  of  the  way  ; 
d,  having  commanded  his  fervant  to  go  on  before  u,   he 
jred  the  oil  upon  his  head,  and  faluted  him  king  of  If" 
/.     Saul  behaved,  during  all  this  ceremony,  with  ex- 
)rdmary  modefty,  alleging  the  fmalnefs  of  his  tribe 
family,  as  an  argument  of  his  being  unfit  for  fo  high 
gnity  ;  but*the  prophet  aflured  him,  that  he  fliould  find 
fel/ endowed  with  fucha  fuperior  portion  of  God's  Spi- 

*  I  Sam.cb.viii.  i,&fcq.  "^  Ch.  ix.  per  tot. 

D  a  rit. 
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r!t,  as  would  give  him  a  new  heart,  (o  that  he  wouki 
fliortly  feel  himfelf  quite  another  man.  Among  other 
things  that  Samuel  told  him  fhould  befal  him  in  his  way 
home,  one  was,  that  he  would  be  met  by  a  company  of 
prophets,  and  that  he  would  then  receive  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  and  prophefy  with  them*  This,  as  well  as  the 
reft,  came  to  pafs  accordingly  ^  and  the  Airprize,  with 
which  thofe  of  his  acquaintance  beheld  it,  occafioned 
..that  faying,  which  pafled  afterwards  into  a  proverb.  Is 
Saul  alfa  among  the  prothets  *  ?  Soon  after  this,  Samtut 
called  all  the  heads  of  l/rael  to  Mizpehy  and  caufed  them 
to  prefent  themfelves  by  their  tribes  before  the  Lord  $ 
and,  as  they  pafled  in  their  order,  that  of  Benjamin  was 
taken ;  then  were  the  families  of  it  called,  and  that  of 
Matri  was  taken,  and  next  to  that  the  fon  of  Kijh  ^ 

Whilst  this  was  doing,  Saul  had  hid  himfelf;  and, 
upon  his  being  brought  out,  Samuel  prefented  him  to  the 
people,  as  the  pcrfon  whom  God  had  chofen  to  be  their 
head  ;  and  immediately  the  air  rang  with  the  people's 
Ihouts,  Long  live  the  king  *  /  Here  Samuel ^  who,  at  their 
firft  tumultuous  meeting,  had  forewarned  them  of  all  that 
a  king  might  do  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  and  what 
they  had  to  fear  from  him,  now  thought  it  neceflary  to 
inform  him,  before  the  aflembly,  of  what  he  ought  to  do, 
and  what  to  avoid  ;  after  which  he  caufed  him  to  be 
proclaimed  and  anointed  king  of  Ifraeh  The  new  king 
returned  to  his  houfe  in  Gibeah^  whither  a  number  of 
brave  honeft men  of  Ifrael ioWowti  him;  whilft  another 
company  of  loofe  fellows,  who  defpifed  his  youth  and 
comelinefs,  and  thought  him  unfit  for  fuch  a  government, 
refufed  to  acknowlege  him,  or  to  bring  any  prefents,  as. 
the  reft  did. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  he  had  an  occafion  to  give 
them  an  earneft  of  his  courage,  and  to  let  them  fee  bow 
well  he  could  ufe  his  new  authority.  The  inhabitants  of 
yabejh'gilead  were  flreightly  befieged  by  the  Jmmonitis^ 
and  upon  the  brink  of  lofmg  not  only  their  liberty,  but 
their  right  eye,  as  a  lafting  reproach  to  the  whole  nation  ; 
when,  having  obtained  a  refpite  of  feven  days  from  the 
Ammonitijh  king,  they  fent  an  account  of  their  difma} 
SaulV/ir/?  ftate  to  the  elders  of  Ijraeh  Saul  immediately  took  a  yoke 
exploit,  of  oxen,  and  caufed  them  to  be  hewed  in  pieces,  and  di- 
fpatched  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  through  all  the  tribes,  with 
this  threatening  meflage,  that  whofoever  refufed  to  follow 

*  1  Sam.  X.  II,        y  Ver.  21.        *  Vcr.  24. 
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him  to  the  relief  of  their  brethren  of  J abeJh-giUad^  his 
cattle  (hould  undergo  the  fame  fate.  The  people,  alarmed 
at  this  news,  immediately  repaired  to  Bezeky  to  the  num- 
ber of  three  hundred  thoufand,  befides  thirty  thoufand  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah ;  and  Saul^  havmg  fent  the  befieged 
word,  that  he  would  come  to  their  refcue  by  the  next 
morning,  marched  all  that  nfght ;  and,  as  foonashecame 
near  the  enemy,  divided  his  army  into  three  bodies,  and 
feU  upon  them  by  break  of  day  with  fuch  fury,  that  they 
were  forced  to  raife  the  ficge,  and  fly  with  the  utmoft . 
precipitation,  and  a  very  confiderable  lofs*.  The. 
people,  elevated  with  this figna^viftory,  were  for  putting, 
to  death  all  that  had  refufed  to  acknowlege  Saul  for  their, 
king ;  but  he  generoufly  withftood  it,  alleging,  that  it 
was  not  fit  to  ftain  the  beginning  of-  his  reign  with  the 
.flaughter  of -their  brethren,  after  God  had  wrought  fo 
great  a  falvation  in  IfraeL  This  moderate"  anfwer  pleafed 
the  people  flill  more  i  and  Samuel^  who  had  accompanied 
him  to  the  battle,  invited  now  the  people  to  Gilgal^  there 
to  confirm  the  kingdom  unto  Saul  by  an  univerfal  confent^ 
fince  he  had  fhewn  himfelf  fo  worthv  of  it ;  which  was 
accordingly  performed  with  great  folemnity  ». 

Samuel  took  this  happy  opportunity  to  juflify  his  ad- 
miniflration,  as  judge  ;  becaufe  his  authority,  bejng  de- 
volved upon  Sauly  could  be  no  longer  a  check  to  any  of 
them  from  exhibiting  their  complamt,  if  any  fuch  they 
had  againft  him.  He  therefore  challenged  them,  as  he 
was  now  old,  and  ready  to  leave  the  world,  to  accufe  him 
openly,  before  their  new  king,  if  he  had  committed  any 
^  fraud,  injuftice,  or  opprcffion,  againft  any  of  them,  that 
he  might  now  make  them  refiitution  before  he  died  i  and 
he  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  being  cleared  and  conunended 
by  the  general  voice  of  the  people.  However,  to  con- 
vmce  them  of  their  ingratitude  in  demanding  a  king,  he 
recapitulated  all  the  grievous  thraldoms  which  their  idola- 
trjr  and  difobedience  had  drawn  upon  them,  fince  their 
being  feated  in  that  land  ;  and  the  many  fignal  deliver- 
ances which  God  had  wrought  for  them  upon  their  repent- 
ance ;  apd,  to  add  a  ftill  greater  weight  to  his  words, 
and  aflure  them  how  highly^GoD  was  difpleafed  at  them,  he 
reminded  them,  that  it  was  then  the  time  of  harvefl,  when 
the  air  is  generally  ferene,  and  free  from  clouds,  and 
ftormy  rains  ;  but  he  told  them,  that  he  would,  by  his 
prayers,  obtain  fuch  an  extraordinary  ftorm  of  thunder 
and  rain,   as  fhould  convince  them,  that  God  had  been 

»  Vol.  ii.  p.  144.  •  J  Sam.  xi.  per  tot. 

D  3  highly 
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highly  provoked  by  their  ungrateful  demand;  He  did  fo 
accordingly  ;  and  the  people  were  frighted  into  a  con^ 
fei&on  of  their  wickednefs,  and  of  thb  particular  aggrara- 
tion  of  It,  their  asking  him  for  a  king.  They  defired 
him,  that  h^  would  ufe  his  prayers  to  avert  the  impending 
ftorm  and  danger  \  ^htch  he  readily  complied  with,  and 
then  afiured  them,  that  he  would  continue  his  good  of- 
fices to  them  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  and  that,  if  they  and 
their  king  did  but  continue  fiemft  in  their  obedience  to 
God,  inftead  of  confiding  in  their  vain  and  deceitful  idob, 
every  thing  would  go  well  with  them  ;  but  that,  if  they 
relapfed,  ^th  he  and  they  muft  expeA  to  feel  the  effe£b 
of  the  divine  difplcafure  b. 

All  thcfe  thin^  veere  tranfaded  in  the  firft  year  of 
Saul's  reign;  in  the  next  he  difmifled  his  numerous  army^ 
and  referved  to  himfelConly  three  thoufand  men,  two  thou-* 
.  i|nd  of  whom  he  put  into  the  garifons  of  Michmajh  and 
Beth-el^  and  the  other  thoufand  he  left  at  Gibeah  of  Ben* 
Jonathan  jaf^ifi^  tinder  his  fon  'Jonathan.     But  this  young  prince, 
jurprtjes    ^jji;j^g  perhaps  to  atchievc  fomcthing  worthy  the  fon  and 
/  egart'    f^cceffor  of  5wtt/,  went  sind  fmote  a  Philijiine  garifon  at 
"GcS        G^^^  ;  the  news  of  which,  having  alarmed  that  nation, 
o'M^cd  his  father  to  Wow  the  trumpet,  and  to  let  IfraJl 
know,  thatthc  Philiftines  were  commg  againft  them  with 
a  numerous  hoft.     They  had  indeed  30,000  chariots,  and 
6boo  horfemcn,  befides  an  innumerable  multitude  of  foot, 
with  which*  they  came  and  encamped  againft  Michmajh^ 
caftward  of  Beth-aven.    Tire  iight  of  fo  vaft  an  army 
ftruck  an  univerfal  terror  through  all  Ifraely  infomuch  that, 
forgetting  their  late  viSory ,  and  the  valour  which  their  new 
*  king  had  fliewn  upon  that  occafion,  a  great  part  6f  that 
daftardly  people  hid  themfelves  in  caves,  dens,  {aw-pits,or 
ahyiurking-holes  ;  whilft  another  part  fled  lo  the  other 
M^ofjordan^ox  fafety,  leaving  their  country  open  to  their 
enemies   frequent  and  deftruaive  incurlions,    and  their 
king  to  make  the  beft  of  the  pufillanimous  remains  of  the 
people  that  ftuck  clofe  to  him.     One  misfortune,  how- 
Year  of   ^^^^y  attended  them,  which  may,  in  fome  meafure,  ex- 
the   flood  C"^'^  ^^^ir  dcfeSion  ;  which  was,  that  the  Philijiina  had 
1255.     taken  care  to  ftrip  them  of  all  kinds  of  weapons,  and  even 
Bef.  Chr.  of  the  inftruments  with  which  they  ufed  to  ftiarpen  their 
1093.     rural  tools,    left  they  fliould  ufe  them  inftead  of  arms. 
K,y^^,rsJ  They  had  neither  fmith  nor  forge,  and  fo  naked  wcr^ 
they  at  this  time,  that  there  was  neither  fword  nor  fpear,| 

^  I  Sam.  xii.  per  (oti 
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bat  thofe  which  Saul  and  his  Son  had  S  when  he  came  to 

mufter  his    little  army  (Z).      S<7k/,  however,  continued 

"with  them  at  Gilgal^  expeaing  S^mi/^/'s  coming  according 

to  his  appointment ;  but,  after  he  had  waited  (even  whole 

days,   and  found  that  Samifel  neither  came  nor  Tent,  and 

that  his  little  army  was  almoft  dwindled  away   to  a  (mall 

handful,   fearing  Jcft  he  fhould  be  furprifed  by  the  enemy, 

before  he  had  iir>pJored  the  protedion  of  God  in  the  ufual 

W^ay   of  facrifices,  he  ventured,  on   the  fcventh  day,   to 

oi&r  up  feme  peace-ofFcrings,  and  a  burnt- offering.      He 

had    fcarce  made   an  end    of  facfificing,    when   Samuel 

came,'  and  blamed  him  highly  foi*  what  he  had  done  (A). 

Saul  excufed  himfelf  upon  the  prtffing  ntceffity   he  was 


S9 


m: 


I  Sam.  xxiii.  19,  &  feq. 


(Z)  The  reft  of  this  fmall 
bod^  were  armed,  as  one,  may 
reaionably  fuppofe,  with  fuch 
Weapons  as  they  could  make 
withoat  the  fmith's  help,  fuch 
as  Hitigs,  flails,  clubs,  ilaves, 
vrooden  prongs,  ftaves  harden- 
ed in  the  fire,  and  other  rural 
tools  :  the  firft  of  thefc,  the 
flings,  <  in  which  they  were 
ir«ry  expert,  they  might  all 
vSe  at  the  firft  onfec,  aad  the 
others,  when  they  came  to 
dofcr  engagement. 

(A)  It.  is  not  eafy  to  divine 
what  SauPs  crime  .was,  which 
drew  upon  him  fuch  a  fcvere 
fent'ence  from  the  prophet. 
T\it  Jenvsy  indeed,  accufe  him, 
1.  Of  not  having  waited  the 
full  time  for  him ;  and,  2.  Of 
having  prcfumed  to  infringe 
upon  the  prieftly  office,  by^ 
ofikring  up  facrifices  to  God 
with  his  unhallowed  hands 
(??}•  Jofipbui  feems  to  iay 
niich  the  fame  thing,  though 
lot  in  plain  terms  {fz)*  As 
frr  the  firft  of  chefe,    his  not 


waiting  the  whole  time,  it  ap- 
pears of  too  fmall  a  nature, 
confidering  the  itreight  he  wa* 
in  through  the  conftant  defer^ 
tioH  of  his  army,  to  have  de* 
kty^  a  totd  rej^edien ;  and, 
as  to  the  laft,  it  is  icarcely 
probable,  becaofe  he  ha4  the 
high^rieft  Ahiah  with  him  to 
perform  that  office  for  him, 
or  to  have  hindered  him  from 
doing  it,  if  he  had  gone  about 
it.  Some  authors  think  (73), 
therefore,  ^hat  there  is  a  tranf* 
poficion  of  chapters,  and  that 
the  crime,  for  which' he  was 
reje6ted,  was  his  not  deftfoy- 
ing  the  king  8f  Jmalekt  and 
all  his  plunder,  according  to 
God's  command,  the  ftery  of 
which  we  have  in  the  next 
chapter,  wherein  Samuel  re« 
proves  him  in  the  mbft  fevere 
terms  for  his  difobedience,  and 
tells  him  plainly,  that  the 
Lord  had  reje£Ud  him  from 
being'  king  ,74)  ;  but  it  is- 
more  likely,  that.  In  the  for- 
mer of  thcfe  places,   the  pro- 


(71)  Vid.  ^njl,  in  loc,  (72)  Ant,  /.  vi.  *.  7» 

7>«w/.  in  he.         '     (74)  i  Ssm*  xv.  16,  fi^yifj* 


(73)  ^A 
phst 
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Saul  r^-  .in  ;  but,  whether  the  prophet  took  it  as  a  prcfage  of  h 
proved  hy  future  raflinefs,   and  want  of  faith,  or  whether   his  r< 
Samuel,    jedion  bad   been  already  revealed  to  him,  he  told  hiir 
that  he  had  done  a  very  fooliih  adion  ;  and  that  bis  dil 
obedience  to  Gop's  command  would  caufe  the  kingdor 
to  be  transferred  from  him  to  a  more  worthy  perfon.     A 
foon  as  Samuel  was  departed  from  him,    to  go  to  Gtbeon 
Saulsind  his  fon  followed/ him  thither,  with  his  little  army 
confifting  only  of  fix  hundred  unarmed  men.     There  the] 
beheld,  with  forrow,  the  PhlUftims^  who  were  flill  en 
camped  in  Michmajh^    making  a  threefold  incurfion   ii 
IfraeU  aind  committing  great  depredations  ;  one  detach* 
ment  towards  Ophrah^    another  towards  Beth-horon^  anc 
the  third  towards  the  valley  of  Zeboim  **. 
Jona-  They  were  in  this  difmal  fituation,  when  Jonathan, 

thanV  moved  by  fomc  divine  impulfe,  ventured,  unknown  tc 
ftratagem  his  father,  or  to  any  one  but  his  armour-bearer,  who.ac- 
to  furfrift  companied  him,  to  climb  up  on  his  hand$  and  feet  througt] 
the  enemy,  a  couple  of  cragged  rocks,  and  to  fall  upon  one  of  the 
enemy's  out-guards,  where  he  killed  twenty  of  their  men, 
and  put  the  reft  to  flight,  who  ran  into  the  camp,  and 
fpread  fuch  a  panic  through  the  hoft,  that  it  was  eafily 
perceived  by  Saul  and  his  men  ;  who,  finding  that  yofia- 
than  was  miffing,  eafily  guefled  him  to  be  the  author  of 
it.  Saul  had  with  him  Uie  ark  of  God,  and  Jhiah  the 
high-prieft,  the  great-grandfon  of  EH  ;  and  was  going  to 
defire  him  to  inquire  of  the  Lord,  whether  he  fhould 
fall  on  the  enemy,  when  the  noife  and  confufion  iAcreafed 
fo  far,  as  to  affurc  him,  that  they  were  put  to  the  rout. 
He  then  bid  Ahiah  hold  his  hand,  and  with  his  few 
men  fell  on  the  Aying  PhiliJlirteSy  his  army  ftill  increafing, 
as  well  from  a  number  of  Hebrew  captives,  who  took  that 
opportunity  toimake  their  efcape,  as  from  a  greater  num- 
ber of  tbofe,  who,  obferving  from  their  lurking-holes 
the  fucceis  of  their  brethren,  came  and  joined  their  king. 

^  I  Sam.  xiii.  per  tot. 

phet  only  threatens  Him  with  ly  after  Samuel  had  left  him, 

what  he  muft  exped,    nnlefs  but  that  he  was  likewiie  veiy 

he  took  more  heed  of  what  fuccefsful  againft  feveral  other 

God  commanded  him.     For  nations,  and  above  all,  received 

}t  is  plain,  that  Saul  was  fo  thatfreih  command  from  the 

hr  from  being  abfolutely  re-  fame  prophet,    to   fight  and 

jeded,   that  he  not  only  was  deftroy  the  AmaUkites^  with  x 

pleiTed  .with  a  great  and  almod  promife  of  vidory. 


miraculous  viftory,  immediate- 


Thi 
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The  reader,  however,  may  fee,  by  what-ive  have  faid  Defeatt 
of  this  action  in  a  former  volume  *,  that  this  viftory,  grpat  M/  Phi- 
as  it  was,  might  have  been  more  complete,  had  not  5/?«/  l*ftin««> 
unadvifedly  adjured  his  army  not  to  flop  their  purfuit  to 
take  feme  convenient  refreftment  (B).     But  what  was 
like  to  have  proved  worfe  than  all  the  reft,  was,  that  Jona- 
than^ knowing  nothing  of  his  father's  imprecation,  and 
being  tquite  fpent  with  that  day's  toil,  had  reCreflied  ,him- 
felf  wi  th  a  little  honey,  wj)ich  he  met  in  his  way  ;  To  that, 
when  his  tranfgreflion  came  to  be  found  out  by  urim^  Saul 
would  infallibly  have  condemned  him  to  die,  had  not  the 
whole  army  oppofcd  it  with  one  confent,  and  fworn,  that 
not  an  hair  of  his  head  fhould  be  huit;,  in  confiiieration  of 
the  fignal  deliverance,  which  he  had  been  the  chief  caufc 
of.     Saul^  however,  returned  home  viftorious,  and  put 
himfelf  in  a  condition  of  purfuing  his  conqueft,  not  only 
againft  the  Philijiines^    but  alfo  againft  the   Ammonites^ 
Moahites^  Edomites^  and  the  kings  of  Zobab  and  AmaUk.  AmmoQ- 
His  head  general  was  Ahner^  the  fon  of  his  uncle  Ner.  He  itc8,&rr. 
had  alfo  two  fons  befides  the  brave  Jonathan  \  and,  next  to 
that  of  his  army,  iiis  care  was  to  have  a  guard  about  him, 
made  up  of  the  valianteft  and  ftouteft  men  he  could  find  in 
his  dominions  ^   < 

The  facred  hiftory  gives  us  ijo  particular  account  of 
any  of  thefe  wars,  that  againft  /Imalek  txcc^itd^  of  which 
we  have  i\poken  in  its  proper  place  %  ^  neither  is  it  eafy  to 
guefs  at  what  periods  of  SauV%  reign  any  of  them  hap* 
pened.  All  that  we  can  know  is,  that  he  reigned  forty 
years  ^  ;  that  he  was  a  valiant  and  fuccefsfiil  prince,  con- 
tinually  at  war  with  fome  neighbouring  ftate  or  other  ; 
and  that  he  very  much  curbed  the  ftrength  of  all  his  ene- 
mies round  about:  fo  that,  had  he  not  been  unmindful 
of  God's  command  with  refpe£t  to  the  kfeg  of  Amalek^ 
and  the  plunder  of  his  fubje£ts,  he  might,  in  aJl  likelihood, 

•  Sec  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  241 ,  &  feq.  ^  i  Sam^  xiv.  paC 

«  See  before^  vol.  iL  p.  185,  &  feq.         »»  A6U  xiii.  ji, 

(B)  This  ralhcurfe  was  like  by  that  time  it  came  to  be 
to  have  had  feveral  fatal  con-  evening,  they  were  fo  famifti- 
feqaences ;  for,  beiides  that  it  ed,  that  they  fell  greedily  up- 
hindered  his  weary  foldiers  on  the  fpoil^  and  would  have 
from  making  fb  great  a  (laugh-  eaten  fome  of  the  cattle  with 
ter  of  the  enemy  as  they  the  blood,  had  not  the  kii^ 
might  have  done,  and  put  too  timely  prevented  it* 
^»eedy  an  end  to  their  purfuit, 

have 
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have  reigned  all  his  life  without  a  rival  (C),  and  have  avoid- 
ed the  dreadful  fen^cnce  of  rejeflion,  which  the  prophet 
pronounced  againft  him,  and  ^hich  made  fo  deep  an  ion- 
preffion  upon  oaul^  that  he  owned  his  fault,  and  only  beg- 
g  d  of  him,  for  decency- fake,  that  he  would  ftill  (hew  fome 
rtgard  to  him,  and  accompany  him,  whilft  he  went  and 
paid  his  adorat  on  to  God.  Samuel  complied,  and  fooa 
after  caufed  the  proud  AmaUkitiJh  king  to  be  put  to  deaths 
whofe  dcftroying  fword  had  bereaved  fo  many  mothers  of 
their  children,  and  returned  to  Ramah^  the  place  of  his 
abode ;  and,  from  that  time,  never  came  more  to  Saul^ 
but  continued  mourning  for  him  «,  till  he  was  reproved 
for  it  by  God,  and  commanded  to  go  to  Bethlihenty  and 
anoint  one  of  the  fons  of  Jejfe  in  his  room. 

'      ,  Samuel  was  forced  to  colour  his  journey  with  the 
pretence  of  offering  up  a  facrifice  there  ;  and  he  accord- 

f  ingly  took  a  young  heifer  with  him,  both  to  avoid  giving 

d  any  fufpicion  to  the  jealous  king,  and  to  difperfe  the  fears 
of  the  elders  of  Bethlehem  at  his  uncxpedled  arrival.     As 

*"  foon  as  he  came-  to  "Jejfe^  houfe,  he  caufed  all  his  fons 
to  pafs  before  him  in  order  ;  and,  when  he  beheld  the 

"^  eldcft  of  them,  whom  the  hiftory  fhews  to  have  been  a 
man  of  valour,  he  prefenily  fuppofed  him  to  be  the  pcr- 
fon  chofen  to  be  SauV%  fucceflbr  :  however,  God  rejefted 
him,  as  he  did  alfo  the  other  fix  in  their  turns,     Samuel^ 

^  I  Sam.  XX.  paff.  °  Ibid.  xv.  34,  35. 

(C)  Sat  here  he  adled  very  of  it  upon  the  people's  seal  to 

tnlike  himfelf,  not  only  in  dif-  facrifice  the  beft  of  the  cattle 

regarding  the  divine /7»tf/i&«/»a  to   the  Lord  (8),    and   part, 

which  '  had  been   pronounced  upon  his  own  fear  of  rcftrain- 

againft  that  nation  ever  fince  ing  them  from  it  (9).  No  won- 

their  coming  out  of  £^;'//(5)y  der  then,    that  Samuel  comM 

and  the  prophet's   charge   in  not,  without  fome  indignation, 

pHriiiaac€iOf  it  {6),  but  like-  hear  a  king  of  IfraeJ  betray 

wife  in  that  poor  pretence  he  fo  much  meannefs  of  foul,  as 

m^e  to  Samuel,  that  he  had  to  palliate  an  unjuilifiable  ac- 

falfilted  his  command,  when  tibn ;    nor  that   he  reproved 

every  thing  about  him  (hewed  him  for  it  with  fo  much  feve- 

him,  that  he  had  adled  quite  ^  rity,  when  he  was  authorized 

contrary  to  it  (7) ;  and,  next  by  God  to  denounce  unto  him 

to  this,   in   meanly  excufing  the  lofs  of  his  kingdom, 
his  feult,  by  throwing  one  part 

(5)  Exod,  xvH.  14.  (6)  I  Sam,-KV.  1,  ^  fif»         (f)  Ibid,  vir,  13, 

l4|..  &  20.         (8J  rer,  15.         (^)  rtr,  24,  50,  adJSn, 

furprifeil 
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fiirprifed  at  it,  «fkcd  their  father,  whether  thcfc  were  all 
the  fons  he  had  ?  who  anfwcrcd,  tha^  he  had  one  more,  a 
ftrtpling,  who  was  then  keeping  his  fhcep,  and  was  the 
youngeft  of  all*  He  was  bid  to  fend  for  him ;  and,  as  foon 
as  David  CBii>e  in,  Samuel  was  ordered  to  anoifit  him  in 
the  prcfencc  of  his  brethrtn  j  and  from  that  minate  the  ' 
Spirit, of  the  Lord  came  upon  him  (D).  Samuel  then 
made  a  feaft  to  Jeji^s  family,  and  to  the  elders  of  the  city, 
and  returned  to  Ramahj  and  David  to  his  flocks. 

Not  Jong  after  this,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  having 
forfaken  Saul^  he  began  to  feel  himfelf  tormented  by  an 
evil  one,  or  by  a  deep  melancholy :  to  difpel  which,  he 
was  advifcd  to  get  young  David  to  play  on  the  harp  before 
him  ;  who  by  this  time  had  gained  the  reputation,  not  on- 
ly of  an  expert  mufician,  but  of  a  fober,  difcreet,  and  va- 
liant youth.     Me  was  fent  for  accordingly,  and  the  ruddi-  RtUi^ei 
nefs  of  his  complexion,  and  comelincfs  of  his  perfon,  joined  SaalV 
Wi^h  the  fwectnefs  of  his  mufic,  won  Sauf^  heart  fo  far,  ffietanchofy 
that  he  made  him  his  armour-bearer,  and  obtained  of  his 
father,  that  he  might  ftill  continue  near  his  perfon.  When- 
ever, therefore,  SauVs  diftemper  came  upon  him,  David 
was  ordered  to  divert  him  with  his  mufic  ;  which  never 
failed  to  give  him  cafe  ** :  after  which  he  returned  home, 
and  went  about  his  ufual  occupation  (£}. 

Saul 
^  I  Sam.  xvi.  ult. 


(D)  It  is  hardly  to  be  fup- 
poied,  that  Samiul  then  ex- 
plained the  whole  m/fiery  of 
his  anoi Ating  of  Dofvid ;  which 
might  have  had  fome  fatal  con- 
icquence,  had  it  come  to  SauTs 
cars :  but,  as  it  was  ufual  to 
anoint  men  to  the  o£ice  of 
prophet,  as  well  as  to  the  re- 
ptL  dignity,  it  is  meft  likely, 
tfaat  he  left  them  to  fuppofe  the 
ibrmer,  as  Dtrvid  was  not  much 
above  fifteen  years  of  age,  and 
toonettin  garb,  and  trader,  to 
betaken  for  a  prosniiing  war- 
rior. Jofefhui  fays,  that  Sa- 
wuul  only  whifpered  the  fecret 
into  Damii'%  and  his  Other's 


ears,  and  concealed  it  from  the 
reft.  And,  indeed,  had  his 
brethren  known,  or  even  fu- 
fpeded,  that  he  had  been  an« 
ointed  to  the  regal  dignity,  it 
is  not  credible  they  would  have 
uied  him  with  firch  rougbndl 
and  ill-manners  as  they  did, 
when  .their  father  fent  him  to 
t]iem  to  SmuH  camp  ( i ). 

<£)  At  leaft,  it  appears  by" 
the  fequel  (2),  that  he  daid 
at  BetkUhem  during  SauP% 
lactd  intervals,  one  of  which 
feems  to  have  been  fo  long, 
that,  when  he  came  back  to 
court,  neither  Sauly  nor  ^b- 
ntr  his  general,  could  tell  wh^ 


(i)  X  .Stfflr.xviu  aS.  {%)  Uid,  ver,  15. 
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Saul  and  his  army  were  then  encamped  by  the  valley 
oi  Elab^  in  order  tp  make  head  againft  the  PhiliJUnes^ 
who  had,  perhaps,  taken  frefb  courage  at  the  news  of  Sau/*s 
diftemper.     They  had  pitched  their  camp  at  Ephes-darn^ 
mim  ovei^againft  them,  which  place  was  between  Shochoh 
and  Azfkah^  in  the  tribe  of  Judah.     A  valley  parted  the 
two  armies,  which  had  contented  themfeWes  with  look- 
ing upon  one'  another,  without  ftriking  a  blow,  during 
the  fpace  of  forty  days,  (aving  the  daily  challenges  of  the 
infulting  Goliath.    But  that,  which  had  chilled  the  hearts 
of  all  the  Ifraelites^  wrought  a  contrary  tfkGt  upon  young 
Davidy  who  was  juft  arrived  in  the  camp,  being  fcnt 
thither  by  old  J^Jfe^  with  provifions  for  his  three  eldeil 
Difeats     brothers,  who  were  then  in  SauPs  army.    As  foon  as  he 
Goliath*    heard  the  news  of  this  gigantic  champion's  having  defied 
Year  of  ^  army  of  the  God  of  Ifrael^  he  drew  a  furc  omen 
the  flood  ffQflfj  jf^  ^jjaj  Qqp  ^ould  deliver  him  into  his  hands  :  and 
xu/^clx'^  though  SauPs  promifing  his  daughter,  as  a  reward  to  the 
06       "^*"  '^*^  (hould  flay  him,  had  not  been  able  to  induce 
•^JjIIj  one  Ifraelite  to  engage  him  during  that  whole  time  }  yet 
^^•^^^^^  vas  not  this  young  mepherd  at  all  difcouraged  from  offer- 
ing himfelf  to  the  combat.     At  his  firft  prefenting  himfelf 
to  the  king,  all  that  beheld  him  judged  him  altogether 


he  was,  as  we  read  in  the  very 
«ext  chapter  (2);  which  has 
given  interpreters  fome  diffi- 
culty to  reconcile :  feme  have 
thought  this  interval  to  have 
been  To  long,  that.  D^2<z;/V  was 
quite  altered,  his  beard  grown, 
^turesand  fliape  become  more 
manly ;  To  that  he  might  not 
be  eaiily  known  again  (3) : 
•liters  have  endeavoured  to  re- 
lieve the  difficulty,  by  other 
fiippoiitions  equally  improba- 
ble (4) :  whereas  his  being 
Ibrgot  at  court, may  be  eafily 
accounted  for,  if  to  the  growth 
of  his  (hape,  beard,  iff  r.  men- 
tioned under  the  firft  head,  we 
^dd,  that,  when  he  played  be- 
fore Sauly  he  appeared  in  a 

(2)  I  Sam.  xviL  25,  /o  the  end, 
bis  vide  Tbeodoret,  Proccp,  in  lot, 
Clerc,  Calmet,  &  al. 


drefs  fuitable ;  but  was  now  in 
his  plain  (hepherd's  habit,  and 
juft  come  from  a  journey ;  fa 
that  the  king  and  his  court, 
who  had  feen  fuch  variety  of 
feces  iince  his  departure,  might 
not  eafily  call  him  to  mind. 

As  for  the  wonderful  cSeCks, 
which  his  mufic  had  upon  ^ 
Sau/f  we  need  not  have  re- 
courfe  to  miracles  to  account 
for  it,  as  fome  commentators 
have  done  (5),  who  thhik, 
that  he  joined  fome  piahns  or 
prayers  with  the  melody  of 
his  harp.  Every  one  may  be 
fenfible  of  the  power  of  good 
rou0c  upon  a  melancholy  per- 
fon,which  we  take  to  have  been 
SauPs  cafe. 

(3)  TomeL  Cajet.  ^  al  (4)  J)t 

(S'J  Vidt  Grot,  Cajet,  Genebrard,  Li 
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unequal  to  fuch  an  exploit ;  but  fuch  was  his  reliance  on 
God,  that,  without  any  other  weapon  than  a  fling,  and  a 
iew  pebble- fiones  in  his  fhepherd's  pouch,  he  fallied  forth 
againfi  this  mighty  enemy ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes  after, 
brought  his  head  and  fword,  and  laid  it  at  the  feet  of 
Saul?. 

What  tS^St  thfs  viftory  had  over  the  amazed  Phi-  Jona- 
lijiines^  we  need  not  repeat  here  q.      But  David's  beha-  than'/ 
viour  wrought  fo  much  on  the  generous  Jonathan^  SauNf^^^Aif 
cldeft  {oTiy   that  it  gave  birth  to  the  moft  intimate  friend-  '«  J^avid. 
ihip  between  them,   infomuch  that  the  text  fays,  their 
fouls  were  knit  together*' ;    and  David  elfewhere  tells  us, 
that  it  exceeded  by  far  the- love  of  women*.     But  it  foon 
after  made  a  much  different  impreffion  upon  Saul^  though 
at  firft  he  feemed   charmed  with  his  conduS,   and  gave 
him  a  confiderable  poft  in  his  army.     What  infpired  that 
prince  with  the   firfl  fentiments  of  jealoufy  againfl-  him, 
was  the  indifcretion  of  a  company  of  women,  who  came 
to  meet  them  at  their  return  from  the  battle,  with  vocal 
and  inftrumental  mufic,  and  in  their  fongs  extolled  Da^^ 
vid  above  him,  and  faid,  that  Saul  had  killed  his  thou- 
fands,  but  David  his  ten  thoufands  ;    which  made  him 
complain,  that  they  would  give  him  the  kingdom  next. 
From  that  time  he  looked  upon  him  as  a  dangerous  enemy, 
and  himfelf  unfafe  till  he  had  cut  him  off.      His  difeafe 
now  feemed  to  be  wholly  turned  into  jealoufy,  and  David  David 
often   narrowly  efcaped  becoming  the  vidlim  of  it  :  for  hatedhy 
even   on  the  very  day  after  this  noble   exploit,    whilfl  Saul. 
David  was  endeavouring  to  eafe  his  prefent  fit,  he  threw 
a  javelin  at  him  vvith  fuch  force,  that  it  (luck  againfl  the  uu  nor' 
wall.    He  attempted  the  fame  a  fecond  time  \  but  David  row  #- 
efcaped  them  both.  A^^* 

At  length  Saul^  obferving  how  well  David  Behaved, 
and  was  beloved  by  all  the  people,  though  he  dreaded  him 
the  more  for  it,  faw  himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  a£iing 
more  clofely  againft  htm,  by  raifmg  him  to  an  higher  poft» 
and  cxpofing  him  to  frefh  dangers,  in  hopes  to  fee  him 
fall  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy.  He  promifed  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  his  cldefl  daughter,  as  a  reward  of  his  next 
vi£lory;  but  jDjv/W  had  the  mortification  to  fee  her  given 
to  another  prefently  after.  The  next  trap  Saul  laid  for 
him  was,  to  get  fome  of  his  fervants  to  tell  him,  that  the 
king,  who  defigned  in  earneft  to  give  him  his  fecond 
daughter,  would  accept  of  loo  Phtlijiines  foreskins  in- 

^  I  Sam.  xvii.  per  tot.  '  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  242,  $c  fcq, 
r  I  Sam.  xviii.  i.  *Ibid.  per  toe. 
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ftead  of  a  dowry.     But  here  Davia  came  off  again  viAo- 
rious,  and    brought   him  double  that  number  ;     fo  thmt 
Saul^  having  no  pretence  left  to  excuft  himfelf  from    bis 
promifc,    gave   him  Micbal  in   marriage,   whofe   fincere 
affed^ion,  joined  to  that  of  her  brother  Jonathan^  proved 
afterwards  very  ferviceable  to  him,  by  defeating  their  fti- 
ther's  bloody  attempts  againft  his  life,  even  at  the  hazard 
of  their  own.     David  had  again  obtained  a  figna]  rifiory 
over  the  PhiliJiifieSj  and  was  fcarce  returned  to  courr, 
before  he  was  in  danger  of  being  fhick  to  the  wall    with 
another  javelin.     This  made  himj^tire  to  his  own  houfc, 
whither  Aru/purfued  him,  caufing  the  houfe  to  be  befet  by 
feme  of  his  fervants,  where  he  would  have  been  infatlibljr 
murdered  by  the  next  morning,  had  not  his  fiiithftil  wife 
contrived  his  cfcape,  by  conveying  him  privily  out  at  m 
window,  in  the  dead  of  night,  refolving  to  give  her  huf- 
band  time  to  go  far  enough  before  he  was  purfued,  and 
at  any  rate  to  bear  the  brunt  of  her  father's  refentment^ 
rather  than   be   wanting  in  conjugal  afFe6lion  :   fo   that 
when   the   men   came    the    next   morning  to   kill  him» 
Ihe  eafily  difmiiTed  them,  by  afturing   them,  that  he   was 
very  ill,  and  confined  to  his  bed  ;  ihewing  them  at  the 
fame  time  the  figure  of  a  man,  which  fhc  had  conveyed 
into  it,  and  covered  up  with  bed-cioaths,  to  prevent  dif^ 
covery.      They  were  foon  lent  back  with  orders  to  bring 
him   aJivc,  in   his  bed ;    by  which*  means  her  flratagcm 
being  difcovered,    fo  exafpcrated    her  angry  father,   that 
fhc  was  forced  to  make  him  believe,  that   it  was  to  favc 
her  own  life,  that  fhe  had  confented  to  it. 

David,  having  thus  happily  efcapcd,  withdrew  to 
Ramah^  to  acquaint  Samuel  with  the  unwelcome  news  ; 
and  thence  boch  went  down  to  Naiothy  which  was  not 
far  from  Ramahy  where  was  a  fchool  of  prophets.  It 
was  not  long  before  Saul  fent  mefTengers  to  fetch  him, 
who  were  no  fooner  come  within  fight  of  Samuel  and  the 
prophets,  than  they  fell  a  prophefying  likewife,and  fo  return- 
ed without  him.  He  fent  others  a  fecond  and  a  third  time, 
with  the  fame  fuccefs,  and  at  length  refolved  to  go  himfelf ; 
and,  when  he  came,  he  propheiied  likewife,  caft  off  his 
cloaths,  and  lay  down  uncovered  (H)  all  that  day  and  night ; 

which 

(H)  The  words  in  the  ori-  flaad  it  is  a  literal  ienft,  God 
ginal  fay,  that  he  lay  naked  ;  having  ftridly  forbidden  all 
but  it  were  abfurd  to  under-    fuch  indecencies  (8)  in  oppo- 

'  (8)  Exod,  XX.  ver.  mk..^  ali^ 
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^virhicfa  gave  David  an  opportunity  to  get  off  S  ^^  to  have         t 
Si   private  interview  with  Jonathany  wherein  they  fwore  to 
each  other  a  perpetual  frtendfhip.     That  generous  young 
prince  expofed  himfelf  to  his  father's  fury  for  bis  friendfhlp 
CO  David y  and  was  reproved  for  it  in  the  bitter^ft  terms,; 
nay,  having  once  ventured  to  plead  for  him,  he  narrowly 
cfcapcd  being  killed  by  the  incenfed  king.     Finding  at 
length,  that  his  friend's  death  was  refolved  on,  he  went  to 
the  fione  Ezel^  a  place  appointed  by  them  ,  and,  at  a  fig- 
nal  given,  David  came  out  to  him  ;  and,  bein^  fully  in- 
formed how  dangerous  it  was  for  him  to  fiay  any  longer 
within  the  reach  of  his  implacable  father,  they  tocka  m^- 
^  lancholy  farewel  of  each  other  u ;  and  David  haftened  to 
the  land  of  Noby  where  Abimele^by  the  then  high-prieft, 
had  his  refidence. 

Davxd  was  forced  to  difpcl  the  furprize  the  high-prieJft  David 

•  was  in  at  his  unexpefied  arrival,  with  a  pretence  of  being  fii"^  ** 
fent  by  the  king  upon  ibme  private  bufinefs  of  importa^ice ;  Ahime- 
but,  having  obfcrved  there  one  Doeg  an  Edomite^  and  one  ^*Sl** 
of  SauP^  {b^pherds,  by  whom  he  forefaw  he  ihould  cer- 
tainly be  betrayed,  if  he  made,  any  ftay,  he  told  Ahime*- 

lecby  that  his  bufinefs  was  urgent;  and  begged,  that  he 
would  give  him  fome  refrefhment  for  himfelf,  and  the 
young  men  that  were  with  him.  As  foon  as  they  had 
refiremed  themfelves,  David  aiked  him,  whether  he  could 
not  furnifb  him  with  fome  fwords  or  fpears  ;  and  was  an- 
fwered,  that  the  place  afforded  no  other  weapon,  but  the 
iword  which  he  took  from  Goliath  ;  which  he  defired  might 
be  brought  to  him,  and,  having  girt  it  on,  be  took  his 
leave  of  the  bigh*priefl,  and  fled  to  Jcbijh  king  of  Gath, 
He  made  but  a  fhort  flay  with  that  prince,  his  courtiers 

*  having  reminded  him^  of  what  bad  been  fo  lately  fung  by 

*  I  Sam.  xix.  paff.        "  Ibid.  xx.  paiF. 


fidon  to  the  heathen  priefts^ 
who  were  not  afhamed  to  ap- 
pear naked  at  fome  of  their 
feafis  (9).  It  is  more  than 
jttohabk  therefore,  that  the 
wordf  mean  00  more  than  the 
cafliog  qS  that  looie  uppcr- 
garmeQtg  which  they  afed  to 

.    (9)  f^i^e  Tit.  Liv,  &  ah  de  Lupereal  (?c,  (i)  Vide  Gijbert,  Cufer. 

•bferuat.L  i.  c,  7.     jint.  Barreman,  dialog,  lit,  de  poet.  ^  propb.     Fuller* 
'  wifcel^  fW.  Beii^,  Gr§L  lUnvmnd^  Le  Cltrc,  LuSaeitA  ^/a*«  ne^nierfion, 
fsrt  iuc^.fe^f,  I, 

the 


throw  over  them  when  they 
went  abroad,  aud  having  no- 
thing upon  bim»  bat  the  tu- 
nic that  was  next  the  flcin: 
which  manner  of  fpeaking 
was  alfo  coBMnoa  to  the 
GritAf  and  Latins  (1 ). 
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the  Ifraelitijh  women,  that  Saul  bad  Jiain  his  thm/ands^ 
end  David  his  ten  thoufands  \  which  when  David  under- 
ftood,  it  made  him  refolve,  if  poffible,  to  change  his 
hatred  either  into  pity  or  contempt.  His  ftratagem  fuc- 
ceeded  to  his  wifb,  and  he  aded  the  madman  fo  well,  that 
Jchijbj  thinking  him  to  be  really  fo,  was  glad  to  be  rid 
of  him  ^ ;  and  David  went  and  concealed  himfelf  in  the 
cave  of  Adullam* 

In  the  mean  time  5W,  vexed  at  his  heart  to  find,  that 
he  was  gone  out  of  his  reach,  was  ftorming  at  Jonathan^ 
and  at  hb  own  fervants,  as  if  they  had  all  confpired  \(rith 
the  fon  of  Jejfi  againft  him  ;  when  Doeg  the  Edomite 
came  and  acquainted  him  with  what  had  pafled  at  tToby 
and  how  Ahimelech  had  furnifhed  David  with  provilions 
and  weapons,  and  had  inquired  of  the  Lord  for  him. 
This  news  put  him  into  fuch  a  rage,  that,  without  giving 
himfelf  leave  toconfider  how  far  that  pontif  might  be  ig- 
jiorant  of  this  unhappy  diflFerence  between  David  znd  hm, 

•  he  ordered  him,  and  all  hb  kindred,  to  be  brought  imme- 
diately to  him ;  and,  after  many  bitter  inve£tives  againft 
them,  fwore  they  fhould  all  be  put  to  death.  AhimiUcb 
ftrove  in  vain  to  convince  him,  that  they  were  all  really 

,  Ignorant  of  David's  having  any  finifter  defign,  whofc  be- 
haviour had  alwavs  been  fo  commendable  and  upright, 
that  they  truly  believed  him  to  have  been  fent  upon  fome 
important  defign  by  him.    The  exafperated  king  would 

Sive  no  credit  to  them ;  but  ordered  hit  fervants,  who 
ood  about  him,  to  cut  them  all  in  pieces ;  and,  when  he 
obferved,  that  they  expreffed  an  uncommon  reludlancy 
agatnft  ilaining  their  hands  with  the  blood  of  fo  many  help- 
left  priefts,  li«  commanded  Doeg  to  perform  that  cruel 
Saul         office ;  which  he  immediately  did.     Sauly  not  contented 
hachers     to  fee  fourfcore  and  five  innocent  pcrfons  butchered  at  his 
all  the       feet,  ordered  a  detachment  to  go  and  put  the  whole  city 
frieftiond  of  JJqI  to  the  fword,  men,  women,  children,  and  cattle;    , 
^^^^    and  this  was  alfo  executed  with  fuch  barbarous  fpeecl»  that 
f^v       none  but  Abiathar^  one  of  Ahimelech\  fons,  had  the  good 
Jj™V     fortune  to  efgape ;  who  went  immediately  to  David^  and 
^^^J  acquainted  him  with  the  difmal  news.    David  faid  all  he 
jj^^  *   CQuld  to  comfort  him,  promifing,  that,  as  foon  as  he  was 
in  a  condition,  he  would  raife  him  to  the  high-prieilbood, 
and,  till  then,  be  his  fafeguard,  as  k)ng  as  be  was  able  to 
defend  his  own  life. 

^  I  Sam.  xxi.  lo,  &  feq.    See  bef<N'e,voI.,ii:p.  24J. 
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OMti ;  but,  whilft  he  wm  in  fearch  of  him^  mkytffnt  occa* 
fion  obliged  him  to  retire,  for  decency-lake,  into  the  cav< 
where  David  lay  concealed.    David  was  imn^iately  fur. 
rounded  by  his  men,  who  told  him,  that  thb  wis  now  the 
time  in  which  Gob  had  promifed  to  defiver  his  enemy  into 
his  hand,  and  that  he  had  it  now  in  hb  power  to  put  a 
total  end,  with  one  blow,  to  this  unnatural  war,  and  free 
Jy^^'^^l    hifpfelf  and  them  from  all  their  mtfery.    David  made  as  if 
Z^^^J  he  had  iiflened  to  dieir  advice ;  and.,  without  tellii^  thera 
^  ^^*     what  he  ddi^ned  to  do,  rofe  up,  ftole  foftly  near  S^mU 
cut  off  the  ikirt  of  his  robe  (IC),  and  save  him  thereby  «■ 
opportunity  of  eicaping  alhre,  whilft  he  appealed  the  rr- 
lentment  of  his  men,  by  reprefcnting  to  them  how  heinw 
ous  a  crime  it  was  to  flreich  forth  an  hand  aoainft  tfaeir 
lawftil  prince,  and  the  Loup's  anointed.    I&  exprdTed 
even  an  uncommon  remcNfft  at  the  indigptty,  or,  at  XtstSt^ 
the  want  of  refped,  he  had  (hewn  t  .>  the  regal  d^oity  ; 
^Kni^  he  meant  no  more  by  it,  than  to  give  hb  fadiec  an 
irrefragable  proof  of  hb  innocence  and  filial  duty  f .  As  foon 
therefore  zsSaul  was  gone  out  of  the  cave,  he,  in  the  teip- 
>  dereft  n>anner,  begged  of  him  to  entertaia  no  longer  (uch 
unworthy  fufpicions  of  him,  fmce  he  had  now  giiten  him 
fo  fignal  a  proof  bow  much  hb  heart  abhorred  d&  crimen 
for  which  he  was  fo  unjuftly  perfecutcd.    This  humbljb 
and  affecting  fpeech,  backed  with  the  inftllible  tefHmony 
'of  the  piece  of  hb  robe,  melted  Saml  intofears  of  tendcp- 
Tiefi  and  (brrow  :  he  acknowfeged  his  (bn^  fiiperior  virtue 
and  merit  hi  fj^ring  hb  life,  and,  in  the  condtifion,  owa*- 
€d,  that  he  alonewas  worthy  to  ikon  the  thrcme  of  I/raely 
iN^icb>  he  told  him,  bftwas.now  fatbfied  he  would  {bortiy 
do ;  and  therefore,  as  a  further  proof  of  hb  unesca^ipled 
eenerofity,  a»d  fiHal  afie&on,  he  dbfired  him  to  (wear  to 
him,  that  he  would  not  revenge  their  facher'^s  injuries  upon 

y  I  Sam.xxiv.;. 

(K)  The  text  byh  U»at  whohe^was,  ftonkhbfirften- 

DaviJ  and  his  men  harixmred  tering  into  the  plaee:  fo  that 

Jn  diefidesoftbe^ve  (j);,oiv  it  waa  eafy  for  David  tomcat 

aatfaeocjgtiiaUmpc^,  incragii  off  a  pieo^  of  his  robe  unpcs- 

and  hotrs  of  it ;  fo  that  Sou/,  eeivedr  efpeciaJly  if  we  fappc^ 

oomiog  into  it  h^m  die  broad  it  toMiw  been  the  fkirt  of  hm 

dtiyth^t^  eooU  not.  perccfive  upper  g^nieni;   which*  it  b 

theaSf  whilft  they^  who  had  likely^  cheyufedto  throw  faj 

been  thtfls  feme  timcu  miglMt  at  a  finall  di&ance^  upon  fudi 

cafily  diicovi^  him,  and  know  occafioss. 

(I)  I  Sum,  «tT.  J. 
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any  of  his  children ;  but  that  he  would  fliew  the  fame 
pity  to  the  one,  as  he  had  now  done  to  the  other.  David 
readily  gave  him  that  fatisfaSion  i  and,  after  mutual  em« 
braces,  Saul  returned  to  Gihab^  and  David  and  his  meQ 
to  their  ftrong-hold  *. 

About  this  time  the  good  old  prophet  Samuel  died  *,  in  SamaeT/ 
the  ninety-feventh  or  ninety -eighth  year  of  his  age,  greatly  ^-f«'^. 
liunented  by  all  true  Ifraelites^  and  was  buried  at  Kamab    ^^^  <>' 
in  his  own  houfe,  or  rather  perhaps  in  his  garden*   He  had  ^^^  ^^^ 
judged  y(/rW  twen^  yean,  from  £//'s  dca&,  and  had  lived     "^9- 
about  tfirty-fix  more,  from  his  anointing  Saul  to  the  regal  ^^-^^'^  > 
dignity.     As  for  Davidj  whether  he  had  any  intelligence     '^^^ 
of  Saul's  relapfe,  or  whether  his  own  fear  fuggefted  it  to  ^"^^V^^ 
him,  he  removed  fartJier  from  the  neighbourhood  of  En^ 
gidi  towards  the  wildernefs  of  Paran^  near  to  Macn  or 
Carmel^  which  was  alfo  in  the  tribe  of  Judah.    It  feems 
that  David  kept  fab  men  under  fuch  ftriS  difcipline,  that, 
inftead  of  plundering  the  neighbouring  places,  as  was  ge* 
aefaily  done  by  fuck  fugitives,  they  were  rather  a  fafer 
guard  to  them ;  b  that  it  was  ufual  for  them  to  expe^ 
totac  Fefre&ments  from  the  inhabitants,  as  a  gratification 
for  their  watchfulnefs  and  forbearance.    Here  then  David^ 
according  to  cuftom,  fent  a^uvil  meflage  to  a  woalchy  Car' 
meUti  named  Nabal^  who  was  then  making  a  feaft  to  his 
Aeep-fliearers,  and  defired  him  to  fend  him  and  his  men 
finae  portion  of  his  good  cheari  but  the  man,  who  waa 
rigl^y  called  Nabal^  being  naturally  proud  and  brutifli, 
lent  diem  away  wiib  &cb  a  churliih  anfwer,  as  would  have 
proved  fatal  to  him  and  his  family,  had  not  his  prudent 
wile  made  hafte  to  bfii^  him  an  elegantfupply  of  refrefh* 
0tent,  which  prevented  all  further  mi/chief,  and  charmed 
die  fugitive  monarch  with  her  prudent  and  modeft  beha* 
vioun    Jiigail  retwrncd  to  herhu(band;  and,  the  next 
4Uy,  when  fleep  had  diffipated  the  fumes  of  4hs  wine,  ac- 
lyu^med  him  with  die  danger  which  his  bruti(hne&  had 
.  the  to  halve  brought  upon  him  ;  and,  as  he  was  of  too  bafe 
'  a  nature  to  think  David  generous  enough  to  forgive  bim^ 
tkedf«ad  nAttch  iben  fekced  him,  in  a  few  days,  broke  his 
heart ;  which  David  no  £::ioner  heard,  than  he  fent  for 
and  married  her.    As  for  Michalj  SauVa  daughter,  fi^  ha4 
fteeft  ^ea  to  another  during  bis  exile  ^. 

H£  was  forced  ioott  a&r  to  retire  from  Mam  into 
the  defert  of  Ziph ;  whither  Saul,  who  had  by  that  time 

*  I  Sam.  x«v.  pair.       *  *  Ibid.  xxv.  1, 5;  feq.         *  Ibid, 
pertot. 
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forgot  all  that  pafled  at  their  laft  interview,  came  out  agsunft 
him  with  three  thoufand  chofen  men,  and  gave  him  a  frefla 
opportunity  of  evidencinz  his  innocence,  by  coming,  with 
Abljhai^  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  into  SaKr%  camp,  where 
they  found  them  all  faft  afleep ;  Satd  in  his  tent,  with  bis 
{pear  ftuck  into  the  ground  by  his  bolfter ;  and  Mner  his 
general,  with  the  reft  of  hb  officers,  encamped  round  hit 
\  tent.     Abijhai  infiftcd  ftrenuoufly,  that  Providence  bad 

brought  his  enemy  once  more  into  his  hand,  as  a  vi£tim  to 
the  flaughter ;  and  that,  if  he  miflcd  fo  fair  an  opportunity 
of  fticking  him  to  the  ground  with  his  own  fpear,  he  might 
Afecwi    jn  vain  bewail  his  folly.     David  flopped  bis  hand  ;  aml^ 
w/«w#e/^  contenting  himfelf  with  carrying  away  his  fpear,  and  the 
DavidV     pitcher  of  water  that  lay  under  his  head,  unperceived  by 
any  of  SauT^  men,  foon  after  reached  his  own  camp  ^. 
Sauly  being  apprtfed  of  it,  came  out,  and,  in  the  mikleft 
terms^    acknowleged    himfelf    indebted  a   fecond  time^ 
for  his  life,  to  his  generous,  though  much-injured  fbn-in- 
law.     David  had  then  a  fair  occaiion  to  complain  of  his 
injuftice  and  cruelty;  which  he  did,  however,  with  expref- 
fions  fo  full  of  duty   and  humility,  reprefenting  to  hioi 
how  much  beneath  a  king  of  IJrail  it  was  to  bunt  after  a 
poor  harmlefs  flea,  or  an  innocent  partridge,  and  begging 
of  him  to  defift  from  perfecutiim  a  man  to  death,  who  was 
not  only  innocent,  but  who  mewed  fuch  a  tender  regard 
for  his  life,  when  it  was  in  his  povirer,  that  ^aul  could  not 
refiil  fo  (Irong  an  evidence  of  his  fon's  fuperior  virtue, 
which  he  mufl  have  admired  even  in  an  enemy.  He  fhewcd 
the  moft  lively  tokens  of  remorfe,  acknowleged  his  foUy 
and  injuftice,  promifed  never  to  feek  his  life  any  more, 
and  parted  from  him  with  feeming  marks  of  love  and 
Retires  to  friendfhip.    Davidy  however,  not  daring  to  rely  too  far 
Gath.        on  his  fair  promifes,  retired  once  more  to  Achijh  king  of 
Gath^  defigning  to  abide  with  him,  till  Providence  fhould 
give  a  better  turn  to  his  affairs.     The  hofpitable  reception 
he  met  with  from  that  prin(^  has  been  feen  before  *  \  but 
here,  though  he  found  fo  generous  a  friend  and  protefior, 
an  unexpeded  misfortune  befel  him  from  another  quarter^ 
Which  was  like  to  have  proved  as  fatal  to'  Um,  as  if  be  had 
fallen  into  his  enemy's  hand. 

During  his  abode  at  Ziilagy  the  place  the  Gathifi 
king  had  allotted  him,  which  was  a  year  and  four  months. 


^  I  Sam.  xxvi.  12. 
vol.  ii,  p.  245,  Sc  feq« 


^  Ibid,  per  tot. 
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there  repaired  to  bim  fome  of  SauF^  kindred,  and  inulti«- 
tudes  of  valiant  men  and  commanders  out  of  the  trtb(ra 
of  Benjamin  and  Judab^  and  fome  from  that  of  Gady 
ivho  Tentured  to  pafs  jthe  Jordan  to  come  to  him,  even 
at  the  time  when  it  overflowed  its  banks  (M),  befide^    Year  of 
fome  of  the  ttibt  oi  Manajfeh^.     With  thcfc  he  ufed  to  the   flood 
make  incurfions  into  the  countries,  of  the  Gejburites^  Geri-     1 29*. 
TuUSy  and  AmaUkius  (N),  unknown  to  the  king  ^9  whoni  ^^*  C^« 
he  gave  to  undcrftand,  that  he  made  them  into'  the  land      ^^S^- 
of  Judah  \  and  this  gained  him  fuch  confidence,  that  he  V^W/ 
had  taken  him  and.  his  army  with  him  againfi  &aid  ^  \ 

*  See  I  Chron.  xii.  1. 15,  &  feq.  ^  Sec  before^.voL  it. 

p.  1 86.  &  246.        c  I  Sam.  xxviii.  2. 


(M)  ThebookofCW/V/i?/ 
obferves  of  thefe  Gadites,  that 
they  could  handle  the  flii^ld 
and  the  buckler;  that  their 
iaces  were  as  flern  as  thofe  of 
lions  ;  and  that  they  were  as 
fwift.of  foot  as  the  wild  roes 
(3).  The  fame  author  takes 
notice,  that,  when  David  (zw 
fuch  numbers  of  the  Benjam- 
it  is,  eipecially  of  SauPa  kind- 
red,  come  to  him,  he  was  ap- 
prehenflve  they  came  with  a 
defign  to  furprife  and  carry 
him  off  (i).  But  they  foon 
difpelled  his  feers,  by  afluring 
hinv  th^t  they  were  intirely 
in  h^  inierefly  and  refolyed  to 
Ihare  his  fortune,  and  to  be  un- 
der his  command. 

As  to  the  time  of  David's 
abode  at  Ziklag,  though  we 
have  followed  our  EnM^  ver- 
fion,  and  archbifiiop  Uficr^  the 
original  (ays  only,  that  he  con- 
tinued there  nyaTStitD^o^ 

rTBnn  day  s  and  four  months, 
which  fome  think  to  imply 


fome  days  above,  rather  than 
a  year  and  four  months  j  be- 
caufe  David  y^tm  thither  after . 
SamueN  death,  and  left  the 
place  iinmediately  after  that  of 
Saui ;  and  they  reckon  bat  fe- 
ven  months  between  the  death 
of  thofe  two  perfons  (5 ). 

(N)  We  beg  leave  to  ob- 
ftxvt  here,  againft  thofe  who 
condemi^  David  t»  guilty  of  a 
greatbreach  of  hofpitahty,  that 
none  of  thefe  three' nations 
^ettPhiliJlines.  The  two  for- 
mer were  the  remains  of  the 
old  Canaanites  (6)  ;  and  the 
Amakkites  the  defcendents  of 
Efau  (7) ;  and  alt  three  under 
the  divine  anathema.  Not* 
withflanding  which,  David 
might  think  it  jMroper  to  tell 
the  king,  that  he  node  his  in- 
roads into  the  land  of  Ifrail^ 
that  he  might  think  himielf 
the  more  fure  of  Jum ;  and  this 
is  the  very  reafon  afl^ned  in 
the  text  for  his  uiing  that  prei» 
teuce(8).. 


(3)»i  Chrw.  xii. '8.  '  (4)  Ihid,  ver.  17.  (5)  VideUJer.Jub  A, 

M,  2949.     *  Sam,  u  &  vii.  ^  Munfi,  in  Sam,  xxvii.  JV^6.  .  (o)  Vidi 


r  Jtvi.  3. 


(4)  Ibid,  ver,  17. 

1.  ^  Mun/i,  in  Sam* ^ ,     - 

(7)  Stc  before,  vol,  ii.  ^«  l86« 


E3 


.  ,  Vide 
(3)  I  Sam* 

but. 
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Ziklag  but,  whilft  they  were  gone,  the  AmmUtiHs  took  ZiJklmg^ 
flundirid  and,  burning  it,  carried  away  fhe  womeii,  diiMren,  cmc- 
and  burnt,  tie,  and  all  the  plunder  of  the  place.  When  therefore  thcj 
were  returned  from  the  Pkilj/iine  CMtup^  fron  whidi  they 
had  been  difmified  by  the  jealous  princes  of  that  natiofi^ 
and  found  what  a  terrible  deftnidion  had  been  made  of 
their  city,  they  filled  the  air  with  their  cries.  The  men 
began  to  talk  of  ftoning  Davidj  as  the  caufe  of  this  mi^ 
chief ;  when  he,  ftill  confiding  in  God,  called  AKatbar 
to  confult  the  Lord  for  him,  whether  he  had  beft  purfiie 
that  troop  ;  and,  upon  his  being  anfwered,  that  he  fliouM 
therein  be  attended  with  fuccefs,  he  fet  out  with  fix  hun- 
dred men,  overtook  and  deflroycd  the  Amakiitifi  band, 
and  recovered  all  the  booty  they  had  taken,  as  we  hare  fem 
clfewhere  *• 

After  this  fignal  deliverance,  Davift  affairs  beg^ 
to  take  a  better  turn  ;  and  the  deadi  of  Saul^  which  hap* 
pened  immediately  after,  not  only  rid  him  of  an  invete- 
rate enemy,  but  opened  a  fair  and  eafy  way  to  the  crown, 
at  leai^  over  his  own  tribe.     The  particulars  of  thb  fignal 
defeat,  which  coft  Saul  and  hb  three  fons  their  lives,  need 
Saul*/        i^ot  be  repeated  here  ^«    One  or  two  eircumftances,  how- 
ttuntchtd  ever,  preceded  it,  with  relation  to  that  unhappy  monarch, 
€9nditiqn    which  madeUs  condition  fo  depkN'able  and  delperate,  that 
^/  this       we  could  not,  with  juftice,  omit  them.    He  law  hlmfelf 
tim9*         on  the  ev«  of  being  attacked  by  a  powerful  army,  whilft 
%  great  number  of  his  own,  efpeciaUy  the  chieft,  were 
gone  over  to  Dtrvid ;  and,  perhaps,  he  had  alfo  intdligenoe 
of  his  being  come,  with  the  Pbtlj/lines^  againft  him  :  be 
had  killed  ail  the  priefts,  except  JUattar^  who  was  alfo 
fled  to  David  i  fo  that  he  could  not  confult  Ae  Lord  bjr 
urim :   Samuel  was  dead,  and  not  a  prophet  left  to  advife 
bim.    In  this  ftreight,  he  would  gladly  hare  fought  for 
counfel  from  witches  or  wizards  i  but  he  had  long  ag6 
baniihed  them  all  out  of  his  dominions.     At  length,  with 
Con/u/ts     much  inquiring,  they  found  him  out  a  woman  at  Endifr^ 
the 'Witch  ^|)Q  iiad  a  familiar  fpirit,  to  whom  he  went  dilguifcd  in 
^Endor.  |he  night  5  and,  having  promifed  her  fccrccy,  prevailed 
upon  her  to  raife  bim  up  Samuel.     $he  did  fo  accordingly  ^ 
bat,  when  flie  faw  him  ^ppear^  either  in  a  difterent  man- 
ner from  what  (he  had  been  ufed  to  (O),  or  in  fiich  a  maa« 

ncr, 

^  See  before,  vol.  iL  p.  i86»  &c.         ^  Ibid.  p.  247. 

(O)  It'is  not  eafy  to  fay,    from  the  extraordinanaefi  ef 
^)icther  her  fright  proceeded    the  apparition,   or  from  the 

fw 
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f  CVIL  UikUsbylomik  Captivity.  s5 

ner,  as  ga^ve  her  to  underftand,  that  it  was  Saul  himfelf 
that  had  fet  her  <hi  work,  (he  gave  a  fhriek,  and  complained  » 
that  ihe  had  been  impofed  upon.     Saul  bid  her  go  on9  ti^ 
furing  her,  ihe  fliould  be  fafe^  and  afked  what  fhe  had  feen : 
to  which  (he  anfwered,  An  old  man  covered  with  a  maiK 
d^,  whom  Saul  imderfiood  to  be  Samuely  and  to  whom  he  Samad 
bowed  himfelf  to  the  grouiuk    Here  the  apparition,  or,  as  ^ari  H 
the  text  exprefes  it,  Samuel^  afted  him  the  reaiba  why  be^^ 
had  difturbed  and  caUed  him  up ;  and  &mw/ owned  to  hi■l^ 
that  the  diftrefs  he  was  in  from  the  fbiUJUm  araiy,  bdn§ 
defiitute  of  counfel  from  God,  had  oU^fed  him  to  tafct 
that  way  to  obtain  his  advice,  what  he  mould  do  «inder 
thoTe  difficulties.     But  Sanaul  anfvirered,  fVby  dofi  tbfm 
^Jk  my  adwce^  ffi'ug  ify  difohedience  to  GobV  commandt 
hub  alienated  him  from  tbei^   and  that  thy  Hngdom  it 
gitfeft  t9  David  ?  Andnow^  continued  the  vifion,  the  LoRp 
i^  g^V  ^  V^^  ^  ^^  IfraeKtes  inta^  the  bands  of  their  em-^ 
mies^  and  thou  and  thy  fons  Jhall  be  with  em  to-morrow  (P). 

At 


fear  fhe  was  in,  tbat  Saul  bad 
only  fet  her  to  v^ork,  tbat  he 
might  have  oocafion  to  poniih 
ker  for  it.  The  latter  feems 
the  mofl  probable,  by  what  fhe 
&id  to  hun  in  her  fright »  and 
yet  it  is  not  impoiliblef  that 
flite  was  alfo  furpriied  at  the 
ftrangencfi  of  the  fight.  The 
teict  doth  not  fay  how  fhe 
caflK  to  knoiv  the  king  hy  it  i 
and  the  notion  of  the  Jews^ 
that  the  fjpirits^  whkh  ihe  raifed 
by  ifichantment,  ofed  to  rife 
oat  of  the  earth  with  their  hceb 
i^^rmoft;  and  that  Samuel 
came  op  upon  his  feet;  by 
which  fhe  knew,  that  k  was 
Saml  chat  wanted  to  coofult 
him  (9) ;  Is  idtogether  lodi- 
crous.  B^  if  it  was  the  real 
apparition  of  that  pr^hec  that 
fhe  fiiw,  as  we  fhaU  at  leaf! 
make  it  probaUe  in  the  next 
oMe  diat  it  was,  flie  might 
eafiiy  fappofe,  that  he  would 
ttot  hsLtt  9ffWitii  in  that  ex- 


traordinary manner  to  any  hat 
to  the  kin^  of  1/rael.  For,  as 
to  the  nouon,  that  it  was  all 
done  by  legerdemain  znd  <feu* 
triloquy  on  the  wofflan^s  part, 
and  by  fbength  of  fancy  and 
fear  on  Saufi,  we  cannot  by 
any  means  come  Into  it ;  ana 
fhall  give  our  reafons  for  dtf^ 
fenting  from  it  in  a  proper 
place. 

(P)  There  is  hardly  a  paf- 
fage  in  the  Old  Teftament,that 
has  been  more  canva^  and 
tortured,  by  authors  of  all 
ages,  than  this  we  are  upon  $ 
acd,  when  a  man  has  read  them 
all,  he  'Will  be  fbrced  to  own, 
that  there  are  difficulties,  in 
whatever  fenfe  he  takes  the  hi- 
ftory  of  Sammetz  apparition. 
We  have  therefore  taken  that 
which  feems  the  moft  natural 
aad  ^obvious,  and  fhall  now 
give  oQr  rea^ns  for  preferring 
it  to  the  reft. 

JF'irft  then*  as  to  the  notion 


(9}  Vidi  JUiaii/l^  iittSdrnxxiilEU  tu 
E4 


of 
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At  thcfc  laft  words,  the  frighted  king,  who  had  eat  nothing 
all  that  day,  fainted  away,  fell  flat  on  the  ground,  and 

remained 


of  its  being  performed  by  ovw- 
triloqwfy  joggle,  or  confede- 
racy ;  be&les  that  it  doth  too 
^reat  a  violence  to  the  text,  it 
u  not  likely,  that  fo  canning  a 
woman  would  have  been  impo- 
litic enough  to  give  Saul  fuch. 
a  dreadful  ^nfwer,  though  we 
ihould  grant,  that  (he  was  fo 
well  acquainted  with  the  bad 
drcnmftanoes  of  that  prince, 
that  ihe  might  forefee,  that  it 
was  likely  to  prove  the  cafe : 
foch  people  are  rather  apt  to 
flatter  thofe  that  confult  them; 
and  the  fear  (he  was  in,  when 
flie  knew  Saul^  would,  po 
doubt,  have  put  her  upon  this, 
father  than  i|pon  the  former. 
Add  to  this,  that  fuch  a  terribly 
denunciation  would  only  have 
proved  the  mod  effedlu^l  means 
of  putting  Sanf  ^fon  any  expe- 
dient to  avoi4  it,  whether  by 
flight,  or  by  any  other  way, 
rather  than  by  engaging  the 
enemy. 

This  laft  argument  is  equal- 
ly flrong  againft  thofe  who 
thjink,  that  the  devil  took  the 
fliape,  and  aded  the  part  of 
Samuel,  onlefs  we  could  fup. 
pofe  him  fo  well  acquainted 
with  futurity,  that  he  was  fure 
Saul  would  ruih  into  his  own 
deitruAion,  notwithftanding  he 
was  fo  fignallv  forewarned  of 
it.  Again,  though  we  grant, 
that  he  might  forefee,  that  the 
enemy  would  be  too  ilrong  for 
Saul  and  his  army,  yet  he 
could  neither  be  fure,  that  he 
would  engage  them,  efpedalJy 
after  fuch  a  powerful  diflua- 
five;  nor,  if  he  did^  that  he 


wooM  certainly  be  killed,  ke 
and  his  three  ions.  The  Ifragl-- 
iia  had  won  many  a  more 
unlikely  viAory,  and,  at   the 
worft,  they  might  have  eicaped 
by  flight.    We  need  not  ob- 
ferve'  further,   how  nnnatoral 
and  abfurd  it  is  to  fuppofe  the 
devil,  if  it  had  been  he  that 
fooke  to   Saml^   would  have 
played  the  faint  ib  far,  as  to 
reprove  him  for  his  wickcdnefs 
and  difbbedience,  bat  efpednl- 
ly  for  makii^  ufe  of  an  art  to 
raifehim  up,  which  he  maft 
have  been  too  fond  of  to  dif^ 
countenance  in  foch  a  fevere 
manner. 

It  is  indeed  umd  here,  that 
there  were  two  falfides  in  this 
pretended  prophecy  i  which 
none  therefore  but  either  the 
father  of  lyes,  or  a  juggling  old 
woman,  could  be  the  author 
of.  The  firft  is,  that  the  vifion 
fays  to  Saul^  Thorn  and  thy  fins 
Jhall  he  'with  me — Now,  (ay 
they;  Saul  died  like  a  tcpeo- 
bate,  by  his  own  hands,  and 
could  wt  he  where  Samuel  4cmk/, 
in  the  manfions  of  the  blefled. 
But  who  doth  not  fee,  that  it 
meant  no  more  than  thtuj^ale 
he  itadi  or  in  the  other  *werlet^ 
as  I  now  am  f  The  other  is, 
that  the  vifion  (ays  to-mm-ow  ; 
whereas  the  batde  was  not 
fought  on  the  next  day,  bat 
a  day  or  two  after.  But, 
though  this  be  granted,  it 
doth  not  follow,  that  the 
word  "IflO  9i»ahar  doth  pofi- 
tively  imply  here  the  nfery 
next  day  follewing.  it  doth 
often  figniiy^r/^,  andfome- 
tin^es 
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remained  fpeechlefs  for  fonfie  time.    His  men,  at  length, 
came  and  raifed  him  up  i  and  the  old  woman  befougbt 

him. 
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times   hireaftery  in  frocifs  of 

iim€ ;    as     when   Mofes  fays. 

When    thy   children  Jhall  ajk 

tbee^  maba^y  btnafttr^  What 

tneaneth  fucb  a  eeremtmy  or  /#- 

ftiwal?  and  fo  on.— We  (hall 

for  once  difpenie  with  mention'^ 

ing  the  namerous  authors  of 

thefe  two  laft  opinions,  to  avoid 

filling  up  near  a  whole  page 

with  quotations, 

Upoo  the  whole  then,  we 
think,    with    the  ^r  greater 
number  of  learned  ^ntieiits  and 
moderns,    that   it  was  really 
Samuel  that  appeared  to  the 
woman,    and    roretold  SauPi 
death,  and  Ifraits  defeat.  T|iis 
feems   likewife  to  have  been 
the  opinion  of  the  anti^nt7^<zv/, 
from  what  we  read  in  the  book 
of  Ecclefiaflicus  (i),  where  it 
it  faid,  that,  after  his  deaths 
be    [Samuel]   prophefied^  and 
Jhenued  the  king  his   end^  &c. 
We  fee  but  two  objeftions  that 
can  be  made  againft  it  ;  and 
though  we  have  premifed,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  note,  that 
every  opinion  hath  its  difficul- 
ties, yet,  we  hope,  we  fhall 
lefien  thefe  fo  &r,   that  they 
will  appear  inconfiderable,  in 
comparifon  of  thofe  we  have 
urged  againft  the  other  two. 

The  firft  objedion  is,  that 
it  were  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  devil  has  fo  much  power 
over  the  (buls  of  the  dead, 
dpecially  of  the  faints,  as  to 
make  them  appear  vifibly,  at 
the  deiire  of  a  conjurer.  To 
which  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  there  is  no  neceffity  for 


fuppofing  here  any  fuch  extra- 
ordinary power  in  the  devil, 
but  rather  that  God  did  caufe 
Samuel  to  appear  to  Sauly  to 
reprove  him  for  his  former, 
and  for  this  laft  fin  in  particu- 
lar, offceking  for  helps  from 
wizards,  contrary  to  his  ex- 
preis  commands ;  and  to  bring 
him  thereby,  if  poffible,  to 
fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  faults,  as 
might  prevent  his  making  fuch 
adefperate  exit;  and  thai  all 
this  happened  contrary  to  the 
woman's  expedation,who  could 
not  be  ignorant,  that  it  was 
above  the  power  of  her  art  to 
eyocate  the  fouls  pf  the  bleff- 
ed,  and  wanted  only  to  im- 
pofe  one  of  her  familiar  fpirits 
upon  him,  and  to  fupply  the 
reft  by  policy.  It  is  therefore 
BO  wonder,  that  fhe  was  (b 
terribly  furprifed,  when,  in- 
ftead  of  one  of  her  imps,  fhe 
beheld  the  real  apparition  of 
that  venerable  prophet. 

But  here  it  will  be  obje^ed 
again,  that  is  very  impro- 
bable, that  God,  who  had  re- 
fufed  to  anfwer  Sauly  either 
by  urim,  or  by  prophets, 
fhould  now  do  it,  at  leaft 
feemingly,  by  the  miniftry  of 
a  wicked  woman.  But  here 
it  muft  be  obferved  }  i .  That 
the  text  doth  not  imply,  that 
the  Lord  refufed  to  anfwer 
him  by  «/•/«,  or  by  prophets ; 
but  that  he  had  not  the  means 
of  confulting  by  them  :  for 
how  could  he  confult  by  urim, 
when  the  high-prieft  was  with 
Danjid  in  the  Philifine  army  ? 


(i)  Ecdus.  xlv:.  ult^ 
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Um,  tn  the  hombleft  ttnm,  that  he  would  ttke  fome  fvt- 
ftenance  before  he  went  away  j  wfaicb,  after  long  tfKipor«- 
tonity,  he  conrented  to:  and,  a$  foon  as  they  had  re* 
freflied  themfelves,  they  went  their  way,  and  reached  their 
army  before  break  of  dayg.  A  dreadful  battle  foon  enftied, 
according  to  all  that  had  been  foretold  to  Saul^  wbofe  Ifear 
of  being  taken  alive,  an()  ill  ufcd  by  his  enemiet,  ra^r 
than  the  wounds  ht  received  from  them  (Q.),  nude  him 
ru(h  upon  his  own  fword,  to  put  an  end  to  his  unfortu- 
lute  life.    Here  the  viftorious  PhUijUnss  could  not  for« 

t  I  SaoL  xxviiL  psfll 


2.  Were  it  trae,  that  God 
kad  refufed  to  anfwer  him  in 
the  ordinary  ways  ofurim,  and 
the  like,  yet  it  doth  not  follow, 
that  he  might  not  do  it  in  an 
extraordinary  one,  in  order  to 
make  the  greater  im{neffion 
upon  him,  who  had  all  along 
been  but  too  regardlefi  of 
GoD*8  comnuttds,  when  com*, 
municated  to  him  by  the  pro- 
phet. He  might  likewiie  be 
ibffered  to  feek  for  couniel 
from  a  witch,  to  make  him 
fenfible  what  degree  of  impiety 
he  had  brought  himlelf  into ; 
and  Gop  Cending  Samuel  to  re* 
prove  him  for  it,  was  a  fignal 
way  of  difcoanteoancing  luch 
a  wicked  and  forbidden  pra- 
ttice. 

However,  we  do  not  pre- 
tend to  remove  all  difficulties 
that  can  be  raifed  -againft  this 
opinion ;  but  only  to  fhew, 
that  it  it  attended  with  fewer, 
and  lefs,  than  the  other  two : 
for  which  reafon  we  Ihall  carry 
our  inquiry  no  forther,  whe- 
ther it  were  the  real  foul  of 
Samuil,  or  an  angel  afTuming 
his  fhape  ;  whether  Saul  faw, 
or  only  heard  him  fpeak  ;  and 
many  ochere,  concerning  which 


we  ihoold  loft  ourfelves  is  a 
labyrinth  almoft  as  dark  and 
intricate,  as  thofe  do,  who  iiip- 
pofe,  that  two  fuch  remarka- 
ble events,  as  the  death  of  SmuI 
and  hu  three  fons,  and  the  to- 
tal defeat  of  the  Ifrmelitf/b  ar- 
my,, could  be  foretold  fo  poll- 
tively  and  exaAly,  either  by  a 
jugging  wonun,  or  by  the  de- 
vil/or  indeed  by  any,  bat  ao 
omnifdent  power.   ' 

(QJ  Notwithftmding  what 
has  been  (aid  eUbwhere  (1)  of 
SauTs  receWmg  feveral  wounds 
before  he  foil  upon  his  fword« 
for  want  of  attending  more  to 
the  original,  than  to  oars,  and 
other  verfions,  we  beg  leave  to 
obferve  here,  that,  in  this 
place,  and  in  the  Chronicles, 
where  the  account  of  Sauts 
death  is  repeated,  the  root  of 
the  verb  is  b{n  cM,  which 
£gnifies  to  be  in  dread,  in  paogs, 
and  alludes  to  the  travail  of  a 
woman,  bfc.  and  not  bbn 
challal,  to  wound  ;  fo  that  it 
doth  not  appear,  that  he  was 
at  all  wounded,  but  only  in 
the  extremity  of  fear,  when  he 
faw  himfelf  fo  thick  befet  with 
enemies,  that  there  was  no 
way  to  efcape  (2). 


(i)  Stt  hifsr9,  vh  M  f.  247. 
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bear  venting  their  refentment  on  hU  dead  body,  and  thofe 
pf  hU  ions  \  they  mangled  and  hung  them  up  upon  the 
vralk  of  BithJUu.  But  the  grateful  JabiJhiUs^  remem- 
bring  how  Saul  bad  faved  them  formerly  from  lofing  their 
eyes  and  liberty,  foon  after  fent  fome  of  their  braveft  mta 
to  refcue  them,  gave  them  an  honourable  burial,  and  kept 
a  feven  days  (aft,  in  memory  of  their  deaths  ^. 

David  had  been  returned  from  the  flaughter  of  the 
>plunderers  of  Ziklag  about  two  or  three  days,  when  he 
received  the  news  of  SauPs  and  JonatharCs  death,  by  an 
AmaUkiUy  who  alfo  brought  him  &7Ws  crown  and  brace* 
lea.  How  glad  iovitt  David  might  be  to  hear  of  his  ene- 
my's death,  yet  that  of  his  beloved  Jsnatban  touched  him  David*/ 
to  the  heart  i  and  the  great  defeat  of  the  IfraeUtes  caufed  numrmng 
a  general  mournii^  and  fafting  in  bis  whole  army.     Asy^rSaui 
for  the  meflenger,    he,  having  unadvifedly  pretended  tot  ^fnJJotor 
have  given  Saul  his  laft  wound  at  his  defirc,  was  ordered  nathan. 
to  immediate  death,  for  having  lifted  up  his  hand  againft 
the  Lohd's  anointed.     David  greatly  nWurncd  die  un- 
happy fate  of  the  father  and  fon  ;  and  their  deaths  infpired 
bis  poetic  genius  with  one  of  the  fineft  elegies  that  ever 
was  penned,  which  he  cauftd  to  be  tranfmitted  to  future 

As  ibon  as  they  bad  done  mourning  for  Saul^  he  con<- 
fulted  the  Lord,  which  way  he  flbould  fteer  hb  courie 
next ;  and  was  commanded  to  remove  to  Hebron*    He 
was  there  again  anointed  king  over  Judab  by  thofe  of  that 
tribe,  who  came  to  him  in  multitudes;  whilft  Jbmrj  Sautn 
general,  proclaimed  his  fon  IJbbo/hab^  who  was  then  forty  ,- .   -    ,. 
years  old,  king  of  Ifrael  at  Mabauaim.    Thus  was  the  f"^^ 
kingdom  divicfed  between  thefc  two,  each  enjoying  h^g^^ 
own  ihare  quietly,  without  molefting  the  other,  during  the 
fpacc  of  two  years  (RJ,  the  tribe  of  Judab  cleaving  to 
Davids  and  the  reft,  at  leaft  for  the  moft  part,  to  IJb^ 

^  2  Sam.  cap.  alt,  ver.  4.    See  belbre,  vol.  ii.  p.  247. 
^  2  Sam.  i.  per  tot. 

(R)  Atleaftythisfeemstobe  reign  (j).    Jhner  Mo  might 

the  ioA  of  thofe  WMda,  And  think  k  proper  to  take  him 

Iftbolheth  r^igmd  Hjoo  yeart  to  Mmbanmim^  which  was  be- 

(a)f  lor  it  10  pbitt'  lie  leigned  yond  Jordan,  that,  hetng  ftee 

mach  iooger,  but  w>t  fcaee-  from  the  FkiUftimn^  he  might 

ably.    Aloch   the  ktam  was  have  time  to  recroit  H%  mxu 

laid  of  the  beginning  of  ^W*s  tnedarmy.  .» 

(2)  If  Sam.  ii,  lo.       (j)  i  ^*ii.«H.  U  UUJp'f  amial  fu^  A.  M.  ^51, 

bojb.tb. 
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hojbetb.    The  firft  poimlar  thing  DaviJ  did  after  this,  was 
to  fend  a  meflage  of  thanks  to  the  inhabitants  of  yabejb- 
gilead'i  for  the  regard  they  had  paid  to  the  bodies  of  the 
deceafed  king,  and  his  fons  ^  ;  after  which,  be  married 
Maacah^  the  daughter  of  Talmai  king  of  Gtjhur^  bj  wboiD 
he  had  afterwards  Ahfalom  and  Tamar  ^  (S).     At  die  end 
of  two  years,  Ahmr^  having  repafled  the  jtrian  with  hb 
army,  encamped  on  one  fide  of  the' pool  of  Gibtm  ;  mud 
'Joah  the  fon  of  Zeruiahy  David^s  general,  over*againft  him 
on  the  other. 

Hitherto  there  had  pafled  no  boftilities,  nor  bad  anj 
war  been  declared  between  the  two  monarchs ;  fb  that^ 
their  fubjeds  on  both  fides  being  all  IJrailius^  there  was 
a  neceflity  of  making  fome  kind  of  honile  overture,  which 
might  bring  on  an  engagement.   The  two  generals  there- 
fore bethought  themfelves  of  the  following  ftrange  one  : 
they  agreed  to  fend  twelve  brave  men  out  of  eadi  army, 
to  meet  in  a  proper  place  between  them,  under  pretence  of 
performing  fome  warljke  exercifei    but  they  were  no 
fooner  come  within  reach  of  one  another,  than  each  man 
took  his  antagonift  by  the  head,  and  (beathed  his  fwoid 
in  his  body  ;  fo  that  they  were  all  killed  upon  the  fpot. 
In  memory  of  this  bloody  feat,  the  place  was  called  Het' 
kathbazzurimj  the  field  of  ftrong  men  ;  and  a  dreadful 
J>ifeaUi  battle  immediately  enfued,  in  which  Abntr*%  army  was 
fy  David'i  totally  routed,  and  himfelf  forced  to  fly  for  his  life.     The 
gintraL     purfuit  lafted  till  fun-fet,  by  which  time  they  were  got 
as  far  as  the  hill  of  Ammahj  within  fight  of  Glah^  along 
the  wildernefs  of  Gibeon.     Here  the  Benjamtes  rallied 
again  under  Ahner^  and,  pofting  themfelves  on  the  rifing 
of  the  hill,  refolved  to  make  a  fiouc  defence ;  but  their 
general,  who  was  weary  of  fighting,  called  to  Joah^  and 
defired  him  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  flaughter  of  his  brethren^ 
whofe  deftru£lion  could  not  but  caufe  bitternefs  in  the  end. 
Joaby  hearkening  to  him,  caufed  the  trumpet  to  found  a 
retreat  s  after  which,  Abner  and  his  men  took  the  way  of 


^  2  Sam.  ii.  5. 

(S)  But  we  cannot  thinks 
with  our  learned  V/htr^  that 
he  coQtraded  an  afHnity  with 
that  prince,  to  ftrengthen  him- 
felf againft  his  rival  (4) ;  that 
being  c^prcfly  forbidden  by  the 


^  Ibid.  iii.  3. 

law  of  Mofis,  It  is  more  pro- 
bable, that  he  took  her  pri« 
foner  in  one  of  bis  excorton; 
agaiolEfc  that  country,  as  we  ihall 
iheiv  in  another  note. 


(4)  VJftr.fub  A.  Jf.  *9S<»» 


Mabanaimy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C.  Vll.  to  /^^^.Babylonifli  Captivity.  6i 

Mahanainij  and  Joab  returned  to  Hehron.  There  were 
but  nineteen  men  killed  on  David's  fide,  but  Benjamin 
loft  360  °*  ;  and  from  that  time  David  grew  daily  i^rongery 
and  IJhbq/heth  weaker  ;  but  the  war  between  tbofe  two 
did  not  end  till  the  death  of  the  latter,  which  happened 
fhortly  after. 

In  the  mean  time  Abner^  who  had  ufed  all  his  endea- 
vours to  ilrengthen  his  mafter's  party,  fet  fuch  a  value 
upon  his  own  fervices^  that  he  made  no  fcruple  to  have  a 
criminal  intercourfe  with  one  oi  Saufs  concubines,  named 
Rixpab  ;  and,  when  he  was  reprimanded  for  it  by  ]^bo-  Tflibo- 
Jbethy  he  refented  it  to  highly,  that  he  fwore  he  would,  iheth  de- 
horn that  minute,  become  a  friend  to  David '^  and  (cntA^^dif 
fiiefTengers  privately  to  him,  to  contrive  a  revolt  j  after  Abncr. 
which  he  found  out  the  following  pretence  for  going  to 
him  uhfufpefied  :  David  had  fent  to  IJhboJheih^  to  defire 
of  him  to  fend  him  his  wife  Micbal^  whom  Sauly  during 
his  exile,  had  married  to  another  ;  and  Abner^  having  ob- 
tained an  order  from  him  to  demand  her  of  her  hufband, 
took  upon  him  to  convey  her  fafe  to  David  \  and,  ac- 
conipanied  with  twenty  men,  went,  and  prefented  Af/V^i?/ 
to  t>avidy  and  was  graciouily  received  by  him.  But,  as 
.  he  was  returning  home,  Joab^  unknown  to  David^  fent 
for  him  back  to  Hebron^  under  fome  friendly  pretence, 
and  killed  him  as  foon  as  he  was  come  to  the  gate  of  the 
city,  under  colour  indeed  of  revenging  his  brother  Afaber% 
death,  whom  he  had  lately  flain  ;  but  much  more  likely, 
to  rid  himfelf  of  fo  powerful  a  rival.  As  foon  as  David 
beard  of  it,  he  protefted  his  innocence  of  that  bloody 
deed,  and  vented  his  refentment  in  imprecations  againft 
the  author  of  it  \  after  which  he  caufed  Abner  to  be  de- 
cently buried,  and  attended  his  corpfe  to  the  grave  with 
all  the  tokens  of  forrow  and  refped  °'. 

IsHBOSHETH  foon  heard  of  his  death  ;  and,  as  he  had 
been  the  main  fupport  of  his  kingdom,  both  he  and  his 
men  began  to  fear,  that  David  would  foon  be  too  ftrcng 
for  him.    This  infpired  two  of  his  captains,  Baanah  and 
Rechab^  to  confpire  againft  his  life  ;  who,  entering  his 
chamber  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  when  he  was  lain  down 
on  his  bed,  i^arbaroufly  murdered  him,  cut  off  his  bead.  Murdered 
fled  with  it,  unperceived,  to  Hebron^   and    prefented  it  by  fiaanah 
to  Davidf  congratulating  him  upon  the  death  of  his  com-  and  Re- 
petitor.    It  was  hardly  to  be  expected,  that  Davidy  who  chab. 

*■  2  Sam.  ii.  paC  a  ^  Sam.  iii*  per  tot.    See 

before,   vol.  iii.  p.  174,  Tub  not. 

had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


rbi  Hifiiry  of  tbi  Jews  B.  Z 

f  had  punUhed  the  young  AmaliJHti  with  death,  (or  bafdjr 

d   pretending  to  have  killed  Saul^  could  forbear  cxpceffiiig  m 
much  greater    horror  at  thit    inhuman    regicide,     and 

r.  infliding  a  fuitable  poniflunent  upon  the  authors  of  it, 
whatever  advantage  his  affiiirs  might  reap  from  it.      Ac* 

^  cordingly  he  commanded  them  to  be  immediately  put  to 
death,  and  their  hands  and  feet  to  be  cut  off,  and  hung 
up  over  the  pool  of  Hibran.  As  for  the  head  of  IJhk^ 
Jheth^  he  cauftd  it  to  be  buried  in  the  fepulcre  of  Abner^ 
Which  was  alfo  in  the  fame  city  •• 

David  by  this  time  had  reigned  over  JuJkh  in  Uekr^m 
about  feven  years  and  an  half  ;  and,  when  the  reft  of  die 
tribes  heard  of  JJhUJhetV^  death,  they  aiEmibled,  and 
came  to  anoint  him  king  over  all  Ifratl^  and  to  pay  their 
homage  to  him.    Thefe  are  reckoned,  in  another  place  P, 

(//  to  have  amounted  to  the  number  of  320,000  men,  and 
upwards,  all  ready  armed,  and  expert  warriors,  out  of  all 
the  rvv^elve  tribes,  except  part  of  that  of  Benjamin^  which 
ffitl  adhered  to  the  houfe  of  SauL  David  received  tbein 
with  joy,  and  feafted  them  at  iXr^r^n  during  three  days ;  all 
that  time,  not  only  his  own  and  the  nei^bouring  tribes, 
but  even  fome  of  the  more  diftant  ones,  pouring  in  plenty 
of  provifions  upon  them  9. 

The  next  year,    David  went  and  befieged  Jirufa* 

y  Um^  a  place  of  fuch  firength,  that  it  had  flood  till  that  time 
againft  the  united  force  of  Judah  and  Simeon.  Here 
Joai  (hewed  fo  much  bravery  and  condud,  that  he  was 
made  head  general  of  Iftaei ' ;  he  beat  the  Jibujites  that 
defended  it,  and  carried  the  fopfrefs  of  Siortj  or  Zion^ 
by  aflauh',  which  David  made  his  refidence  from  that 
time.  He  inlargM  and  fortijled  it  from  Millo  inward 
round  about,  and  catfcd4t-ft&rW/y  of  Davidy  whilfl  JoaB 
rebuilt  the  refl  of  thb  city,  furrounding  it  with  a  ftrongf 
wall  ^  ;  and  from  that  time  it  became  the  metropolis  of 
Jttdaa. 

In  the  mean  time  his  fuccefs  fo  alarmed  the  jealous 
Pkilijlinesj  that  they  came  fuddenly  upon  him,  took 
Bethlehem^  and  put  a  garifon  into  it,  before  he  could 
make  any  rcfiftance,  whiJft  he  was  forced  to  retire  to  the 
cave  of  Jdullam  for  prefent  fafety  ".  It  was  here,  that, 
having  exprefled  a  longing  defire  for  fome  of  the  water  d 

"  Ch.  iv.  pafT.  p  Comp.  i  Chron.  xii.  23,  8c  feq.  with 

xi.  I,  2.  &  feq.  ^  Ibid.  ult.  ^  2  Sam.  v.  8. 

1  Chwn.  xi.  6.     ■  Sec  before,  vol,  ii.  p.  214.    ^  Comp.  2  Ssm. 
▼.  9.  &  I  Chron.  xi.  7,  &feq.         ?  i  Chroa.  xi.  15,  &  fe^. 
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His  grmii'     St7CH  a  (txws  of  fuccefTef,   tnd  the  unirerfid  peace 
tuie  io      which  then  reigned  through  the  whole  kingdom,  infpired 
0$d.         that  pioua  prince  with  the  higbeft  fentimeots  of  gratitude 
and  religion,    and  with  a  defire  of  making  his  citj  the 
centre,  as  it  were,  of  God*i  woHhip,  by  tranfporting 
the  facred  ark  thither,  which  had  continued  almoft  fiftj 
jrears  at  Kirjath-jearim  (V),  and  placing  it  in  one  of  thie 
beft  apartments  m  his  new  palace.      He  conftilted   the 
ciders  and  chiefs  of  Ifrael  upon  it,  and,  beine  anfwered 
with  the  univerfal  approbation  of  the  aflembfy,    he  di* 
fpatched  meiTengers  through  the  whole  kingdom  to  invite 
all  the  priefts  and  Levites^  and  as  many  of  the  people,  as 
were  fo  difpofed,  to  come  to  the  folemnity.    The  ark  was 
accordingly  fet  upon  a  new  cart,  in  order  to  be  brought  from 
j/minadays  houfe  to  Jerufalem^  accompanied  by  Daxrid 
and  his  court,  by  multitudes  of  priefls  and  Levitesj  who 
fung  and  played  upon  various  inftruments,  and  by  a  nu- 
merous concourfe  of  people  from  aU  parts  of  the  king- 
<K>m.     But  their  joy  was  fufpended  by  an  accident,  which 
filled  the  king  and  aflembly  with  wonder  and  fear.     The 
ark  was  come  to  Nacbon's  threihing-floor  ( W),  when  the 

oxen 


How  many  wives  and  con- 
cubines lie  took  after  he  came 
from  HebroHy  the  text  doth 
not  fay  ;  bat  mentions  only, 
that  he  had  ten  Tons  by  them  ; 
by  which  theT^^/mn^i^/gathery 
that  he  had  fixteen  in  all,  be- 
fides  Michai,  who,  being  bar- 
ren, was  to  be  excepted  out  of 
that  number.  Hence  they 
have  pafled  it  into  a  law,  that 
a  king  ought  to  haye  no  more 
wives  than  eighteen  (8)  ;  and 
they  believe,  that  ail  Soiomon^s 
xnifcarriages  were  owing  to  his 
venturing  to  exceed  that  num- 
ber (9). 

(V)  Archbifliop  U^er  reck- 
ons, that  it  was  on  the  firft  fab- 
batical  yesLr  that  it  was  brought 
fi-om  Gilgal  to  ShiUh  ;  and, 
that  it  was  liicewife  uponfuch 

(%)  FidepTitc,  riigat,  cocxii. 
(o)  Arm,  Jub  A*  M*   2959. 


another  year  that  it  was  re- 
moved fi-om  Khjath-jemrim^ 
to  the  city  of  Dawd  i  and 
that  the  Ixviiith  pialm  was  fang 
by  the  people  who  accompani- 
ed this  folemn  proceffion  (to). 
(W)  Though  we  have  fol- 
lowed our  veriion,  it  feemsto 
tts  more  probable,  that  the 
word  VQI^  nachon,  or  naiofr,  it 
rather  a  particle  than  a  pro- 
per name,  and  iignifies  ready 
fitted,  or  proper  ;  becanfe  we 
find  that  Datnd  ftopped  at 
proper  diftances  to  offer  facri- 
fices;  and  perhaps  alfo  it  might 
be  the  killing  of  the  vidims 
that  made  the  oxen  dart. 
There  was,  moreover,  a  very 
great  irregularity  in  placing 
the  ark  upon  a  cart  1  which, 
according  to  the  law  of  Mo/es, 

{9)  Videjt^,  vol,  m,  f,  141,  fub  mt. 
OQght 
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He  Tent  foon  after  for  the  prophet  Nathan^  to  confult 
with  him  about  the  building  of  a  ftately  tcimple  to  the 
Lord,  who  at  firft  highly  aj^uded  his  pto«s  4lefign,  not 
doubting  but  God  wouM  ratify  and  profper  it ;  but  God, 
who  appeared  to  him  that  ntgbt,  direAed  him  to  tcU  chat 
monarch,  that,  though  his  inteotioas  were  highly  accept- 
able to  him,  yet,  forafmuch  as  he  had  (b  often  defiled 
'  hts  hands  with  blood,  be  did  not  think  him  a  proper  per- 
fon  for  fuch  a  work  ;  but  that  he  would  raife  him  up  a 
fon  and  fucceffor  (Z),  whofe  reign  he  would  bk6  with 
a  profound  peace,  and  him  with  extraordinary  wifdom, 
affluence,  and  profperity,  and  that  be  (bould  build  him 
a  temple.  He  added,  that  it  was  upon  him  that  he  would 
fettle  the  throne  of  Ifrael  unto  the  end,  and  profper  him, 
and  his  fucceflfors,  in  proportion  to  their  obedience  to 
him.  David^  full  of  the  fenfe  of  all  theft  gracious  pixi- 
miftjs,  went  and  proftrated  himfelf  before  the  Lord,  mud, 
in  the  humbleft  and  moft  pathetic  terms,  srcknowleged 


the  claiTf  s  of  priefts  and  Li- 
'vites  to  ofiiciate  before  it,  ac- 
cording to  their  feveral  fun- 
^iofls.  He  alfo  cbofe  a  pam- 
ber  of  fingers,  and  players  up- 
on mufic^  inftruments,  to  ce- 
lebrate tbe  praifes  of  God  in 
their  turns,  to  fet  fuch  ptalms 
and  hymns  as  he,  or  any  other 
infpired  pecfon,  coaapofed,  in 
order  to  have  them  fung  upon 
feAivaU,  and  other  fofemn  oc^ 
caAons.  The  author  of  the 
Chroniclts  has  preferved  as  one 
•f  them  in  words  at  length, 
which  that  monarch  compoied 
as  an  euchariftical  canticle,  and 
4eJiv^ed  to  the  muEcians,  to 
be  fuQg  upon  the  removal  of 
the  ark  to  his  houfe  (4.),  and 
which  may  be  juiUy  eueemed 
one  of  the  fubiimeg  pieces  of 
poetry  e^taut,  whether  for  its 
elegancy,  or  for  the  ^rain  of 
piety  and  gratitude  that  runs 
trough  the  whole. 
.  (Z)  From  (he  words  in  the 


text,  thyfeei^  wf<m,  that /hall 
frutti  out  if  thy  bmMls  (5), 
the  Jrws  infer,  that  the  crown 
could  devolve  neither  to  Am^ 
mmy  Abfalomy  Adonijah^  nor 
to  any  of  thofe  fons  that  were 
bora  brfore  this  promife  (6)  ^ 
buty  as  the  future  is  often  ufed 
for  the  perfed  tenfe,  accord- 
ing to  the  genios  of  the  ori- 
ginal, the  argument  is  no-way 
condufive,  unlefs  we  throw  in- 
to the  fcale  the  objedion  whtch 
is  urged  againft  the  father,  be- 
ing equally  Dtrpn^  againfl  thoie 
ii:ms,  who,  being  all  waj-riors, 
had,  no  doubt,  embrued  their 
hands  in  blood:  from  wliidi 
Stiomo*  was  to  be  altogether 
free.  'This  exception  is  not 
indeed  mentioned  in  the  bool; 
of  Kings ;  but  we  find  it  urged 
in  the  book  of  ChronicU*^  as 
an  argument  why  God  did 
not  think  Da^id  pure  enough 
to  ered  (q  facred  an  edifice  to 
him  (7). 


(4)  f  Cbren.  xvi.  pa[f.  (5)  2  Sam,  vii.  la.         (6)  VideMunJi,  Jwt^ 

V  at,  ini9€,        (7)  I  Cbrsn*  axii.  8.  xxviiL  3. 
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among  which  Joah  was  general  of  the  army  ;  ^ihoJbapfHit 

was  chief  fecreury,  Seraiab  recorder,  Bifiaiao  over  the 

Cheretbites  ^nd  Pilethites  (C) ;  whilft  fome  of  the  king's 

fons  were  fet  over  all  thefe  officers^. 

Gratitude      BcJT  neither  the  cares  of  the  ftatc,  nor  his  uncommoi^ 

to  Jona-    profperity, ,  could  make  him  forget  bis  affcAionate  engage- 

thanVywr.  ments  to  hw  late  generous  friend  Jonatban.      He  fought 

^  See  1  Chron.  xxvii.  paC 


came  to  be  king  of  all  the  12 
tribes,  he  did  not  think  fit  to 
deprive  either  of  their  ofiice, 
but  fuffered  them  both  to  con- 
tinue in  it ;  but  whether  alter- 
nately or  fubordinately,  certain 
it  is,  that  they  are  ftiil  men- 
tioned together  upon  feveral 
other  occafiont  ( 1 9)  till  the  be- 
ginning of  Spim/fm'a  reigD, 
whenZadok'*  competitor  was 
dtvefted  of  hit  dignity,  for  hav- 
ing gone  over  to  the  party  of 
MonijaB  (20). 

(C)  It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs 
wh(f  thefe  were.  The  CbMie 
praphrad  renders  thefe  words 
Dy  archers  and  dingers ;  and  the 
rabbies  underftand  by  them, 
abfurdly  enough,  fome  the  urim 
and  thkmmm,  and  others  the 
gfSLnd/anhidriH  {21)  ;  and,  if 
we  have  no  better  helps,  we 
may  remain  in  the  dark  long 
enough.  But  we  have  already 
himted  eUewhere,  that  the  dfe" 
rethites  were  FhiUftines  {22), 
and  ihall  now  give  fome  further 
proofs  of  it. 

When    the  Amalekites  had 

burnt  Ziklag^  and  David^  in 

purfuit  of  them,  met  with  an 

Egyptian ;  that  youth  informed 

him,  that  they  had  made  an 

incuriion  into  the  fouth  of  the 

(19)  ^^f  i«t'  «A  £  SaM»  XV,  24,  4r  2^.  xix.  II,  or  f  *,  fif  W/*.  (ao)  9 
*>f'  i. 7>  ^-  «•  35.  &  «/<*  (*i)  ^'^  I^»^'  w  Ar*  i*^)  ^^/«^ 
••/.  ii.^.  223,  (I).  (23)  1  Sam,  xjoc.  14.  (24)  Cb,  xxv.  l6, 

i*S)  Zfpban.  ii.  5.  (26}  2  Ssm.  zr.  i8. 

out 


Chirethites,  and  fo  on  (23) : 
from  which  it  is  phiin,  that 
they  moft  have  been  eith» 
Pbiliftims^  or  fome  people  that 
dwelt  among  them,  as  theG#- 
Jbmritis  did  ;  nnleft  we  will 
fuppofe  with  TruHillitu,  that 
they  were  a  colony  of  I/ragHtes 
that  took  pofleflion  of  that 
country,  after  the  Fbilijiiues 
had  been  driven  out  of  it,  which 
we  fee  no  grounds  for  admit- 
ting. For  we  find  the  prophet 
J?x^i/#/ joming  the  Cbenthiteg 
and  PbiBftinis  together,  either 
as  fynonymous,  or  arleaftco- 
haUters  (24).  Another  pro- 
phet exprefles  himfelf  mnch 
after  the  fiune  manner  with 
regard  to  them  and  the  Cmuui^*' 
//#/(25).  Thus  far  concern- 
ing the  Cbitithites, 

As  for  the  PiUtbites^  we 
meet  with  nothing  concemiag 
them,  except  their  being  joined 
with  them  in  this  jplace,  and  in 
fome  chapters  after,  where 
they  sM'eboth  mentioned  as  ac- 
companying David  when  he 
fled  from  his  fon  Ahfalom  (26)-. 
But,  whether  thefe  two  people 
were  captives  of  war,  auxiliary 
troops,  or  a  kind  of  lifeguard^ 
we  will  not  venture  to  deter- 
mine. 
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out  his  only  fon  Mephibojheth^  whom  he  fcnt  for  to  court, 
and,  after  having  fl^wn  him  all  poffible  tokens  of  friend* 
Ihip  and  tendernefs,  caufed  all  the  lands  of  his  royal 
grandfather  to  be  reftored  to  him,  commanding  Ziba, 
his  head-fervant  to  improve  them  to  the  heft  advantage 
for  fais  mafter  s  and  appointed  him  a  table  in  his  own  pa- 
lace, and  among  his  own  fons  \  which  bound  that  young 
prince  to  his  intereft  to  the  day  of  his  death  ^ 

His  gratitude  to  the  king  of  the  Jmmoniles  did  not  ^^^^   of 
meet  with  the  fame  returns  :  Nahajh^  from  whom  David  ^^  ^^^ 
had  received  fome  fignal  favours,  being  dead,  he  fent  «n     '3'>' 
embaffy  to  Hanun  his  fon,  with  offers  of  renewing  their      ^^^'^ 
antient  friendfliip  ;  but  that   weak  prince,    unjuftly  fu-  . '^^^*  • 
ipe£ting,  as  ♦has  been  formerly  hinted  \  the  cmbafladors  ^'^"^^'^ 
were  come  upon  fome  bafer  deiign,  treated  them  in  it 
moft  fhameful  manner,  and  fent  them  away.      This  af- 
front,  however,  turned  to  David's  advant^e  -,  and  Joai 
was  fent  to  revenge  it  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  ' 

who  gained  a  complete  vidory  over  the  Jmmonites^ 
and  their  confederates.  The  Syrians  came  againft  him 
with  frefh  forces  on  the  next  year,  and  were  fo  effeflually 
defeated,  that  they  were  glad  to  obtain  a  peace  of 
him,  and  to  become  his  tributaries.  The  Jmmoniies  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  done  the  fame  ^  but  David  was 
too  exafperated  and  too  fuccefsful  againft  them,  not  to 
piirfue  his  vidory  to  the  utmoft,  by  feeding  yoab  to  in- 
vade their  country,  which  that  general  did  with  fuch  va- 
lour and  feverity,  as  reduced  them  to  the  loweft  ebb  K 

Whilst  Joab  was  taken  up  with  the  fiege  of  the    Vcarof 
metropolis  of  the  unfortunate  children  of  Jmmn^  a  place  ^  ^ood 
of  fuch  ftrengtb,  that  it  held  out  two  years  againft  him,  ul^i.?*.* 
David  J  wholly  relying  on  his  vakur  andcondud,  was*^'^*"^ 
enamoured  ac  home  of  a  beautiful  woman,  whom  he  had  .  ^f^^ 
obferving  wafhing  herfelf  one  evening  in  her  garden.     She  ff^^"^]^ 
was  the  daughter  and  wife  of  two  of  his  braveft  captains,  ^^^y 
£liam  and  Uriah  (E),  who  were  then  with  Jaab  at  the     ^' 

fiege; 

i  2  Sun.  ix.  pafll  ^  See  befoie,  vol.  ii.  p.  145.  ^  2  Sam. 
X.  pafll    See  before^  voL  ii.  p.  145. 

(£)  At  leaft  we  find  one  {on  of  Jhkbopbii  {29)9  and  is 
Eiiam  in  the  number  of  Da-  fuppofed  to  have  beMi  her  &« 
<v#V*8  worthies,  .  who  was  the    ther.    If  fo»  it  is  no  wonder^ 

(29)  1  Sam,  xnu.  34* 

F3  Ah 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  fie  Hiftcry  of  the  Jcwi  B.  1 

(lege  ;  but  his  paffion  proved  too  violent  to  admit  of  an; 
check  from  reafon  or  religion^  or  even  of  a  delay.  He 
fudden  pregnancy,  and  the  danger  (be  was  in,  of  bein| 
put  to  death  for  it,  according  to  the  law  olMofts^  fet  th^ 
king  on  an  expedient  to  prevent  the  latter,  by  fcndinj 
for  her  huiband  from  the  fiegc,  under  pretence  indeed  o 
informing  himfelf  how  it  was  carried  on,  but,  in  reality 
in  hopes  of  his  fpending  a  night  or  two  with  ber  ;  but 
whether  Uriah  had  any  fufptcion  of  the  wrong  done  tc 
him,  or  whether,  indeed,  he  thought  it  beneath  the  bra- 
Ycry  of  a  captain  to  go  and  folace  himfeif  at  home,  wkiU 
his  general  and  fellow-fold iers.  were  expofcd  to  the  fatiguea 
of  a  fiege,  he  made  this  lad  his  excufe  for  lying  th;it  night  at 
the  gate  of  the  palace  with  the  reft  of  the  king  s  guard.  Hk 
ki»g  tried  him  the  next  day,  a  fecond  time,  after  having 
made  him  eat  at  his  table,  and  plied  him  well  with  wiuc  ; 
but  Uriahs  drunk  as  he  was,  fpent  that  night  alfo  with 
the  guards  ;  which  made  the  difappointed  monarch  refolve 
to  facrifice  his  life  to  that  of  hisJaithlefs  wife.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  next  morning,  he  difpatched  him  with  a 
letter  to  Joah^  wherein  he  ordered  that  general,  the  fitteCt 
perfon  for  fijch  ^  bloody  deed,  to  expofe  that  hrave  officer 
to  fome  imminent  danger,  and  to  leave  him  to  the  fury 
\  mur-  ^  *^^  hefiegcd.  This  was  accordingly  done  ;  and  Davia^ 
having  received  the  news  of  his  death,  foon  fbeltered  Bath'' 
fiuiba  from  danger,  by  making  her  his  wife  ^.  We  have 
itien,  elfewhere,  the  fucceisof  this  long  fiege,  and  the  hard 
fate  of  the  conquered  Jmmomtes  1 ;  alJ  wc  need  to  add 
here  is,  that  what  is  &id  there  of  their  momrch's  crown, 
tbat  it  w^i^ied  a  ulent  of  |;old,  that  is,  upwards  of  113 
pounds,  b  ralher  to  be  underftood  of  its  worth  than  its 
weight,  that  is,  that  the  gold  and  precious  ftoues,  with 

*  Z  Sim.  xi.  pafil  \  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  14& 

Att  Cbnfiontnate  politician  did  Jt^ijh  religion,    or  was  ib 

fp  cafily  join  in  the  fon's  con-  called  vupon  feme  warlike  ex- 

fpiracy,  to  revenge  the  affront  ploit  he  had  atchieved  againft 

^e  to  his  family  by  the  fa-  them  (30).     Joftfbus  ,iM!\^tx 

thcr  (29).      As  for  her  huf-  mentions  this  as  a  ftirname,  or 

band,  he  is  furnamed  the  Hit-  ^  that  of  his  nation ;    but  only 

|i>.9becaQfe  hp  was  of  thatna-  lays,  that  he  was  ^^i?^*s  ar- 

tion,  iu4  a  profelyte  to  the  mour- bearer  (31]. 

(*9)  2  Sw>  XV.  12,  ^/ff.  'vii,  &  Hehr,  ccmment.  in  toe.  (36)  F?A 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tbi  Hifipry  pf  tbe  Jtm  B.  . 

Nathan  added  that  of  Jtdidiab^  or  beloved  of  die  Lord  ■ 
fuch  as  he  proved  indeed,  at  leaft,  during  the  former  p« 
of  his  glorious  and  fuccefsful  reign* 

But  it  was  far  otherwife  with  the  remainder  of  tlu 
of  his  father,  who,  what  hopes  foever  be  mig^t  hive  coi 
ceived  from  the  birth  and  promitiBd  slory  of  this  nei 
fon,  and  from  bis  vidory  over  the  Anummiit^  that  hi 
repentance  had  happily  difarmed  the  divine  anger,  nc 
ver  ceafed  feeling  fome  of  the  fevereft  and  moft  fenfibl 
ftrokes  of  \ty  to  the  laft  period  of  bis  life,  not  fo  mud 
from  his  enemies  without,   as  from  hb  own  children 
Amnon^  his  eldeft  fon,  was  fcarcely  eighteen  years  of  age 
when  he  laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  domeftic  trouUei 
of  his  too  indulgent  father,  by  an  unnatural  inceft  witi 
one  of  his  own  fifters.     David  had  had  two  children  bji 
Mfiacahy  the  princefs  of  Ge/hur^  Abfahm  and  Tamar  o, 
whofe  beauty  became  the  unhappy  caufe  of  this  unlavHul 
paffion.     Amn§n    was  obfervcd   to  pine  away    fecretljr, 
aihamed  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  his  trouble,  when  J^na^ 
dah^  the  fon  of  Shimeah^  David's  brother,  having  drawn 
the  £atal  fecret  out,  not  only  encouraged  him,  but  fumiflied 
him  with  a  ftratagem  to  perpetrate  the  deed.     Tamar  ac^ 
cordingly  was  fcarcely  entered  into  his  bedchamber,  befbro 
he^  having  previoufly  fent  all  his  attendants  far  enough, 
laid  hold  on  her,  and,  in  fpite  of  all  her  pravers  and  re-» 
monftrancesi  ravifhed  her.  His  luft  thus  fatisned,  he  con- 
ceived fuch  a  difguft  againft  her,  that,  not  beine  able  to 
bear  her  prefence  any  longer,  and  finding  a  juft  and  modeft 
relu£tancy  in  her  to  withdraw  in  that  deplorable  condition, 
his  barbarity  rofe  to  fuch  an  height,  that  he  violently 
caufed  her  to  be  turned  out  of  his  houfe  by  fome  of  hisfer- 
vantSf    Her  grief  and  confufion  were  fuch,  that,  forget- 
ting every  thing,  but  her  prefent  misfortune,  (he  only 
(ought  how  to  expreis  her  fenfe  of  it  by  the  moft  lively 
tokens ;  by  tearing  her  virgin  robes,  covering  her  head 
with  duft,  and  fiilins  the  air  with  her  cries.    In  this  man- 
ner (he  went  to  Abfalom^s  houfe,  who,  being  her  brother 
both  by  father  ana  mother,  was  the  propereft  perfon  to 
procure  her  a  redrefs,  if  any  could  be  bad.     That  prince, 
who  was  no  lefs  politic  than  haughty  and  revengeful,  con-^ 
tented  himfclf  for  the  prefent  with  defiring  her  to  conceal 
her  grief,  feeing  it  was  a  brother  who  was  the  caufe  of  it, 
and  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  her  days  in  folitude  with, 
tiim  i  which  (he  did  accordingly  :  whilft  he,  young  as  bo 

f  z  Sam.  tn,  paiT.  ^  Ibid.  xiii.  i>  &  f^,    . 
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was^  did  fo  weU  conceal  his  reftntmetit,  that  Amnon  M 
not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  it.  Wfien  the  news  ol  this  viU 
.lainous  adion  came*  to  Davit  %  ears,  he  was  exceedingly 
troubled  at  it ;  but  that  was  all :'  Jnmm  was  his  eldeft  Ton, 
and  he  could  not  prevail  upon  hinafelf  to  infli£l  any  other 
punifliment  on  him,  than  that  of  his  difpleafure. 

Xhis  remiflhefs  did  but  add  fuel  to  Abfalom*%  hatred  ; 
though  he  did  not  find  a  proper  opportunity  for  his  defign 
till  two  years  after.   The  better  to  conceal  his  revenge,  he 
invited  his  father,  and  all  his  brethren,  to  a  {beep*(hearing 
feaft,  which  he  was  to  make  at  Baal-hazor.    He  eafily 
excufed  the  king,  who  declined  going,  from  a  principle  of 
isoonomy ;  but  he  infifted,  in  particular,  upon  his  bro- 
ther Ammri^  favouring  him  with  nis  prefence,  with  the  reft 
of  his  brethren,  and  eaiily  obtained  his  confent.     When 
they  were  come  to  the  ];dace,  be  received  them  with  an 
air,  which  (hewed  nothing  le(s  than  his  murdering  inten- 
tion ;  but,  as  foon  as  he  obferved,  that  wine  had  raifed 
their  mirth  to  the  defired  pitch, « he  gave  a  fignal  to  fome 
of  his  fervants ;  who  immediately  fell  upon  Amnon^  and  Amnoo 
ftabbed  him  to  death  ;  whilft  the  reft  of  the  king's  fons,  murdered 
expeding,  perhaps,  their  turns  would  be  next,  made  all  Ify  Ab&- 
poffible  hafte  to  get  to  their  mules,  and  rode  away  to  Je-  lom. 
Tufalem.     Before  they  could  reach  it,   word  had  been 
brought  to  the  king,  that  Abfalom  had  caufed  all  his  bre- 
thren to  be  afiaffinated  ;  who,  upon  receiving  thefe  dread- 
ful news,  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  moft  violent  expref- 
fiona  of  grief.  The  fervants,  who  were  about  him,  endea- 
voured to  bear  a  part  in  this  tragic  fcene,  and  ftood  round 
him  with  their  doaths  rent.    Jtnadab  only,  the  infamous 
inftrument  of  Ammn^^  inceft,  rightly  guefied,  that  he  alone 
had  proved  the  vi^m  ot  Abfalom* s  revenge.  He  acquainted 
the  king  with  his  thoughts,  which  were  foon  after  con- 
firmed by  the  arrival  of  the  reft  of  the  young  princes,  who, 
fcarcely  recovered  from  their  fright,  told  him  all  that  had 
happened.    It  was  a  melancholy  meeting  on  all  harids  :  the 
king  mourned  for  fome  time  the  lofs  of  his  eldefi  fon  s 
whilft  his  murderer,  not  expeding  the  fame  remifTneft 
from  him,  went  and  iheltered  himfelf  under  the  protedion 
of  his  grandfather  the  king  of  6<^«r,  where  he  continued 
jbrce  whole  j^cars  o. 

By  that  tmie,  Joabj  obferving  that  the  king  expr^fled 
Jeis  grief  for  his  dead  Ton,  than  uneafineis  for  his  abfent 

*  2  Sam.  xiii.  per  tot. 
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bim  CO  recti  him  by  anjr  irittgem  shat  could  but  fiiv«  U 
boaoor,  it  would  be  aa  accepuUe  fer? ice  to  diem  bod 
To  coiDfafii  this,  be  infiru^d  a  nocabk  wofMn,  'wiMi 
ftratagm  he  had  £eot  for  fcom  Tekuth^  a  place  not  6r  Aron  J^ryj^ 
to  k0w  ig^^  to  addreft  herfdf  to  the  kiag  under  the  pcffonag 
of  a  difticflcd  widow^  juft  on  the  Imok  of  bdng  bcreavet 
of  her  only  fon,  who  was  in  danger  of  being  put  to  4catl 
fer  ha?ing  kiU^  his  brother  in  a  fray^  by  which  then 
would  be  a  toul  end  of  her  huiband's  name  and  ftuwlj. 
She  told  her  ftory  with  (uch  pathetic  expreffiont  of  grkf, 
that  DaviJf  noired  with  conpafioo,  gare  her  tut  lojrd 
word^  that  her  furviving  fon  (hould  be  iheltered  from  at 
future  proiecutioQ.  He  had  fcarce  bound  it  with  «a  aatb» 
«Rben9  according  to  her  inftrudkms,  ihe  took  the  liberty, 
though  ie  the  humblefl  terms,  to  repreiiBnt  to  him  the 
wrong  he  did  him&lf»  bv  fuflEering  his  fen  to  coatiauc 
longer  in  hb  bantfhment^  feeing  that  could  by  no  means  re- 
cal  the  dead,  whofe  life,  once  gone,  wu  hke  water  fpilt 
upon  the  ground,  which  could  not  be  gathered  up  again. 
The  king,  perceiving  JmiS  was  at  the  bottom  df  this,  taxed 
the  woman  with  it.;  and  (he,  in  the  modeftcft  terma,  ac- 
knowlcKcd  ir,  adding^  that  the  king  was  an  angpeil  of  Gaj>^ 
from  whom  it  was  impoffible  to  conceal  any  tbing.  ytijk^ 
who  was  prefent  all  this  while,  took  this  opportunxty  of 
falliiw  proflrate  before  him,  feeminglv  to  bqg  pardosa  for 
his  ftratj^m,  but  really  to  lay  bold  ea  his  ptomifie  \A 
favour  of  AbfaUm  ;  and  David  inmwdiately  OBdcred  hitt 
to  be  fetched  from  his  banifhment,  but  with  this  condi- 
tion, that  he  fhould  not  approach  the  king's  perfian,  but 
fettre  to  his  own  houfe  ;  fo  that  he  did  not  fee  the  king 
fer  two  whole  years  nfkr  his  return  (H).    But,  being 

(H)  The  text  betetabeiao- 

tice  of  his  exceflive  ami  en- 
fearins  beauty»  which  fo  cap* 
tivated  the  hearu  of  the  people 
to  him,  that  it  infpired  him 
with  the  firft  fentimenta  of  his 
annatural  rebellion. 

There  is  a  diiRculty  in  this 
place  (7),  where  mention  is 
made  of  J t/akmU  three  fonst 


and  ef  one  daeghter, 
frnKOTi  whereas  it  is  ihtd^  in 
aaothcr  pkce  (8),  that  he  rear- 
ed ap  a  piUar  in  the  king'it 
dale,  to  {lerpetaate  his  name, 
becaufe  he  had  no  male  ifliie. 
AU  tkat  can  be  fappofed  is^ 
that  they  died  in  that  Aort  in^ 
terval,  though  no  mention  ii 
made  of  their  death. 


(7}  %  Ssm»  xin  ft;..  (8)  IUd.xfuL  iS* 
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defe£Uon  of  that  great  politician,  who  had  beea  < 
of  'David's  chief  counfellors,  did  not  contribute  a  little 
increafe  the  number  of  confpirators.  David  was  dxn 
Jerufaleniy  when  news  were  brought  to  him  of  bis  io 
rebellion  \  and^  being  afraid  either  of  being  furprifed  in 
or  of  being  the  caufe,  perhaps,  of  its  inhabitants  being  | 
to  the  fword,  he  left  his  palace  to  the  care  of  ten  of  ] 
concubines,  and  made  what  bafte  he  could  out  of  t 
city.  As  foon  as  he  came  to  the  next  convenient  plat 
he  made  an  halt,  to  take  a  melancholy  view  of  the  haodi 
of  men  which  followed  him. 

Among  thofe  that  attended  the  king,  were  the  big 

priefis,  Zadok  and  Abiatbar^  at  the  head  of  a  number 

LevitiSy  who  had  brought  the  ark  of  God  with  thei 

Davidj  however,  did  not  think  fit,  that  \' 

low  him  ;  but  commanded  them  to  bear  i 

Jirufalemy  whence  they  might  fend  him 

all  that  paiTed  there,^  by  their  two  fons  Ai 

fiathan^  and  affift  him  with  their  counfel 

endued  with  the  gift  of  prophecy  ;    whilO 

concealed  himfelf  in  fome  of  the  plains  of 

refolved  to  fubmit  to  whatever  God  fhoi 

litho-     ^cf^i>^g  him.  As  foon  as  the  priefis  were  d 

el  joins  ^^c^i^cd  the  melancholy  news,  that  Abitbo^ 

thire-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  >  "P°"  which,  he  prayed  ear 

^'ttr.       ^o  confound  whatever  counfel  that  old  fl 

give  to  the  confpirators  ;  and  went  up  foor 

his  fmall  troop,  the  afcent  of  mount  Olivet 

was  mournful   beyond  expreffion  :    the  ki 

tears,  went  up  with  his  head  covered,  an( 

whilft  his  forrowful  retinue  exprelTed  their 

for^him,  by  the  livelieft  expreffions  of  real 

they  were  come  to  the  top  of  it,    and 

their  prayers  to  God,  Providence  fent  him 

.named  Hujhaiy  who  came  with  his  cloaths 

to  {hare  in  his  misfortunes.      David^    thou 

his  fidelity,  did  not  think  fit,  however,  t< 

his  retinue  \  but  rather  begged  of  him  to 

that  of  his  rebellious  fon,  where  he  might 

greater  fervice,   by  thwarting  the  Qounfek 

and  by  informing  him,  by  means  of  the  tu 

of  every  thing  that  was  refolved  among  the 

readily  accepted   the  office,  and  acquitted 

with  fuch  faithful  zeal,  that  he  proved  on 

mcnt  of  their  overthrow^.  ^ 

9  2  Sam.  XV,  &  xvi.  per  tot. 
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Bis  next        The  next  thing  which  Ahithop 

counfel       be  fent  at  the  bead  of  1 2)000  chofc 

defeated     David*s  little  army,  whilft  they  wer 

fy  Huihai.  flight  j  a/Turing  him,  that,  as  foon 

off,  which  himfelf  engaged  to  do, 

gladly  come  over  to  him  as  one  ms 

approved  both  by  Ahfalom^  and  all 

but,  as  it  was  given  m  Hujhafi  ab 

folved  to  have  his  advice  upon  it ;  \ 

formed  of  it,  and  wifely  forefeeing, 

lowed,  David  mud  be  inevitably 

to  diffuade  him  from  it.     He  told  thi 

and   his  officers  were  men  of  too  g 

riencc,  to  fufFipr  thcmfelvcs  to  be  ( 

for  aught  he  knew,  they  had  fortific 

time  in  fome  caverns,  or  among  the 

would  fally  out  upon  them  with  fuc 

it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  to  i 

if  they  fhould  be  unhappily  beaten  hi 

prize,  the  fame  of  David^s  valour  > 

to  fuch  a  degree,  as  would  injeft  an  i 

their  army,  and  give  the  exafperate 

portunity  of  quafhing  the  confpiracj 

he  faid,  he  thought  ic  dangerous  to 

againft  him,  till  ^tfatom  had  wholly 

by  calling  together  all  Ifrael  from  L 

pouring  his  troops  fo  thick  upon  then 

nor  hopes  might  be  left  to  efcap^. 

kAed  fpeech  could  hardly  have   fa 

had  not  Providence  fviffered  both  t 

the  council   to  be  blinded  with  it. 

only  perfon  who  perceived  the  drift 

fequcnce  of  it ;  fo  that,  vexed  at  the 

advice  preferred  to  his  own,  he  ordere 

and  rode  away  with  all  fpeed  to  his  ti 

helHAi  politician  told  him,  was  againft 

the  moft  efFedoal  means  to  fcruple 

make  his  men  fight  defperately  ceft  to 

for  him,  becaufe  they  would  readily 

then  look  upon  the  breach  as  vice,  a 

irrecoAcileable  :andasit  codd  part   o 

not  be  expeded,  that  Mfalemy  againft 

who  had  already   been  guilty  (43). 
of  fratricide,  and  of  rebellion 

(43)  a  Zam%  xvl.  aoi 
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between  heaven  and  earth.  J^ab^  being  informed  o 
acdident,  went  himfelf  to  the  place,  and  ran  three 
through  his  body  ;  after  which,  he  caufed  the  trump 
found  a  retreat,  to  prevent  a  further  effufion  of  h 
Ah[aloni%  body  was  taken  down,  and  flung  into  a  Urg 
and  covered  with  an  heap  of  ftonea ;  and  the  reft  ol 
rebels  were  np  fooner  informed  of  hb  death,  than  the] 
every  man  to  his  home*  All  this  while  the  king  ftaM 
the  gate  of  Mahanalm^  impatient  to  hear  the  fuccefs  <^ 
adion,  but^  in  his  heart,  more  folidtous  for  the  lii 
his  unnatural  fon,  than  for  that  of  his  friends,  oreva 
his  own ;  infomuch  that,  when  be  received  the  nen 
his  death,  not  able  to  fupprefs  his  tears,  he  was  force 
withdraw  himfelf  to  the  apartment  over  the  gate,  to  i 
bis  extrenie  weaknels,  and  to  give  a  full  vent  ta 
grief*. 

Joab,  who  eafily  forefaw  the  confequenCe  of  thb 
timely  grief,  and  that  it  was  like  to  caufe  a  eeneral 
fefiion,  made  no  difficulty  to  go  up  and  upbraid  hiai  n 
his  ingratitude  in  fuch  infolent  terms,  though  covered  « 
a  fhcw  of  loyalty  and  concern,  that  the  afflided  k 
was  forced  to  fufpend,  or  at  leaft  conceal,  his  grief,  \ 
fhew  himfelf  to  the  people  with  a  feeming  chearful  coi 
tenance.  As  foon  as  they  heard  of  his  appearing  \ 
blicly  at  the  gate  of  the  city,  not  only  his  own  men,  I 
even  thofe  who  had  followed  Abfalom^  came  in  crou 
and  ftrove  who  (hould  (hew  the  greateft  afFedion  to  hi 
As  foon  as  the  king  perceived,  that  all  the  tribes  w 
ready  to  bring  him  back  to  Jerufalem^  he  fent  word 
the  two  high-'priefis,  to  haften  the  elders  of  Judah 
come  and  accompany  him  back  to  his  palace,  and  to  pi 
mife  to  Amafay  Abfalom^ s  general,  that,  if  he  would  coi 
over  to  him,  be  fliould  be  his  chief  general  in  the  roona 
yoab{0). 

HlTH«R' 

*  2  Sam.  xviii.  per  tot. 


(O)  Among  tbofe  that  came 
over  Jordan  to  meet  the  king, 
Sbimei  was  one  of  the  firft :  he 
came  at  the  head  of  a  thoufand 
men  of  his  own  tribe  f  and, 
falling  prodrate  at  his  feet,  ac- 
knowleged  his  crime,  begging 
that  it  might  be  forgiven,  in 
confideration  of  hi^  being  fore- 
moil  of  all  the  tribes  to  con- 


gratulate him  upon  his  I 
victory.    David's  generals 
deed  thought  it  a  p 
pence  for  his  late  ii 
his  prince,  and  weri 
have  him  made  an 
all  I/raeli  but  the 
iilg  to  fignaliz:e,  a 
his  new  reign  by  an 
i^  clemency,  not  dnly  reprovi 
the 
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*  of  thofe  few  troops  he  had  about  him,  to  Mjhat^  ^s^ 
brother,  another  of  his  eenerals,  who  had  commanded  c 
third  of  his  army  zpinR  M/alomy  and  ordered  him  to  pi 
fue  Sheba  before  he  could  get  intofome  fenced  city  (P. ) 
the  great  ftone  of  Gibeon  the  treacherous  Jpab  came  for 
feemingty  to  welcome  i/imj/tf;  and,  taking  bold  of  bit  ct 
with  one  hand,  as  if  he  intended  to  kifs  him,  ran  his  fWc 
{hrough  his  bowels  with  the  other,  and  laid  him  dead 
his  feet.  As  foon  as  he  had  removed  his  body  out  of  fig] 
which  he  found  to  caufe  a  general  flop  of  his  men^ 
marched  with  them  direSly  to  Jbet,  and  to  Bitb-mui 
thab,  into  which  the  rebel  had  retired  with  fomc  troop 
and  had  fcarce  begun  to  befiege  the  place  in  form,  wh 
i  prudent  woman  fpake  to  him  from  the  top  of  the  wai 
^d  defired  him  to  liften  to  the  advice  of  an  inha1>itrc 
of  a  place,  which  he  mieht  remember  liad  been  alWa 
famed  for  counfel  and  wiidom  *,  and  to  forbear  hia  Hott 
Tities  againft  a  mother-city  of  I/rael -,  promifing  hia 
upon  that  condition,  that  the  head  of  Shiia  fhoul^  1 
'flung  to  him  over  the  wall.  Joab  confented  to  the  pre 
pofal,  and,  as  foon  as  he  had  received  the  arch- rebel's  head 
lie  raifcd  the  fiege,  and  returned  .to  *JirufaUin.  Tli 
fuccefsful  adion,  which  quafbed  at  once  a  d'airgerous  re 
volt,  and  reftored  an  univerfal  peace  to  the  kingdom 
failed  not  to  raife  the  credit  of  the  difgraced  general 
infomuch  that,  though  he  had  undertook  it  without  ox 
der,  yet  tHe  king  faw  himfelf  forced  to  expre&liis  sipjprG 
bation  of  it,  by  reftoring  him  to  his  former  poft,  whic 
.    he  enjoyed  to  that  monarch's  death  f . 

imim^     Two  years  after  this  *,  began  a  fan 

^^      which   lafted  three  years  ;    at  the  end  i 
confulted  the  Lord  concerning  the  cau 

°^     anfwefcd,  that  it  was  for  the  murder 

^^    whom  Saul  and  his  bloody  houfe  had  i 

XJ'     be  (lain  (QJ  ;  upon  which  he  fent  to  1 

i\  '*  tactioi 

no      *  2  Sam.  XX.  yer.  i8,  19.    r  Ibid.  xxLper.tot.    *  tlssfn. 
ann.  Tub  ana.  mupd.  2983,  2986* 

(P)  It  is  plain  by  this,  that  ^mt,  Amafay^vatidi  them  wi(k 

Joab  was  then    in   high  dif-  his  troops, 
igrace }  bat  that  did  not  hindiu'        (QJ  It  is  not  eafy  to  iky  Hrhea 

his  going  along  with  Ahijhai^  this  flaagbter  of  the  Gibemtkes 

though  not  as  a  commander  ;  was  committed  :  the  Ji'wi  'vrt 

and,  by  that  time  they  were  4eed  pretend,    that  Saul  had 

tppme  to  the  great  Itone  of  G/-  taken  it  into  his  head,  in  one 

of 
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of  the  cothmiffionersy  was  forced  to  fet  about  it.  Xhd 
travelled  through  the  land  on  either  fide  7«riAi»  ;  and,  a 
the  end  of  nine  months  and  twenty  days,  brought  him  tk 
fum  of  all  the  fighting  men  in  the  whole  kingdom  i  name 
ly»  of  T/rj^/ 800,000,  and  ofjudab  500,000(8).  Bui 
before  this  time,  David^  having  probably  felt  fome  cvi 
dent  tokens  of  the  Divine  difpleafure  *,  was  ftruck  wit 
a  lively  fenfc  of  his  folly,  which  broke  out  in  expreffikMi 
of  the  decpeft  remorfe.  On  the  next  morning  the  pro 
phet  Gtfi  was  fent  to  him,  to  choofe,  as  a  punifhmen 
for  his  fin,  cither  a  fcven  years  famine  (T),  or  to  be  thro 
months  purfucd  by  his  enemies,  or  to  fuffcr  1  three  day 
peflilence.  The  humbled  monarch  owned  it  to  be  an  ban 
VX-^  choice  }  but,  confidering  that  war  and  famine  Teldoiii 
fall  fo  heavy  on  the  great,  as  on  thofe  of  the  lower  rank, 

^  See  I  Chron.  xxvii.  24. 


of 
lood 

3'- 
Chr, 

17 


fore,  of  God's  being  provoked 
with  it,  was,  in  all  probability, 
becaufc  David  did  it  from 
wrong  motives,  without  any 
neceflity,  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  after  fo  many  miracu- 
lous deliverances,  with  a  feem- 
ing  confidence  in  his  own 
firength,  and  contrary  to  his 
continual  profeffions  of  truft- 
ihg  in  God  alone.  As  for 
that  part  of  the  punifhment 
which  fell  fo  heavy  upon  fo 
many  thoufands  of  the  people, 
it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  ow- 
ing to  their  negled  of  paying 
the  above-mentioned  ranfom 
appointed  by  the  Mo/aichw 

(S;  It  appears  by  the  book 
of  Chronicles  (56),  that  Joab, 
though  in  no  other  cafefcrupu- 
lous,  went  about  this  work 
with  fuch  an  unwilling  mind, 
that  he  prolonged ,  it  as  much 
in  he  could,  in  hopes  the  kii^g 


would  fee  his  error,  and  put  as 
end  to  it ;  which  it  ieems  he 
did  ;  for  Joab  came  back  be- 
fpre  he  had  numbered  the 
tribes  oi  Benjamn  and  Levi. 
The  account  which  that  genC' 
ral  gave  here,  difiers  likewife, 
in  iome  partkulars,  from  that 
in  the  CbronicUs  (57)  ;  fo  th  t 
it  is  probable  the  overplus  was 
afterwards  added  to  it. 

(T)  The  book  of  theCi^. 
nicUs  fii]       *  '     '    \ 

(59)  J  «  ' 

prophet 

years,  in 
which  ^ 
of  the  G 
year,  wl 
fi-uitful 
feed,  th 
as  UJhe 
becaufe, 
a  jubilee 
ther  fow 
for  the  pw«. 


(J5)  Jta  rahhin,  vide  ALtnfi.  NicoL    fif  ml.  in  loc.    &  in    Exod.  ax. 
(56)  I  Chrom  xxi.  6.  (57)  Conf.  2  Sam,  xxiv.  9.     1  Chron.r,  17.  txi. 

h  r  r  **''"'•  *4-      (59)  lifid.  Jcxi,  wr.  la,  Vid,  Munfi,  Jwi,  4^  #/.  in  U. 
{60}  jifin,fui  ji,  M.  2987. 
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Yctrof 
the  flood 
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Adooi- 
jahV  rM- 


the  Hilary  rffhe  Jcwi 

liid  to  offtr  burnt-ofFerm«  and  peaoe-ofimngs  \  ^ 
and  a  miraculous  fire,  which  defcended  from  heai^n^  ; 
confumed  the  vidims,  foon  gave  them  ^  manHdH  pre 
that  God  was  again  reconciled  to  the  land  0. 

By  this  time  David^  #ho  was  about  feventy  yeaxs 
age,  had  fo  elchaufted  hb  ftrengtb,  and  natural  h^,  b 
continual  feries  of  wars,  fatigi\ps,  and  misfortunes,  d 
no  cloaths  could  keep  him  warm  :  fofbathiilervaats  wi 
forced  to  feck  out  a  young  beautiful  vifgia  tocherifh  hi 
and  lie  in  his  boTom.  His  declfning  ftate  diade  Abm/i 
who  was  next  in  birth  to  Abfdom^  begin  to  look  up 
himfelf  as  already  invefted  with  the  regal  dignity,  f 
got  a  fumptuous  equipage  of  chariots,  guards,  and  ru 
ning-footmen  ;  whilft  Ddvid^  out  of  a  natural  fbndn 
for  his  children,  beheld  it  without  (hewing  any  diflike  ( Y 
lut  bis  defign  being  fufpeded  by  Nathan^  Zadsk^  ai 
fome  of  David's  worthies,  who  ^rere  in  youne  Sobm§^ 
intereft,  the  prophet  went  and  advifed-  Batoflaha  to  | 
and  inform  the  king  of  it,  and  to  put  him  in  mind  of  1 
promife  in  favour  of  her  fon.  Whilft  flie  was  ftill  fpeaj 
Ing,  Nathan  came,  as  it  had  been  pre-agreed,  and  gai 
the  king  an  account  of  AdontJah\  feaft,  company,  an 
of  the  defign  of  it  \  defiring  to  know,  Hvhether  it  ir 

f  a  Sam.  xxiv.  per  tot* 


nnd  paid    to    the   Jdmfitifi> 

psince,  amount  to  600  ihekels 

of  .gold.    To  reconcile  which 

difference, 

and  Chril 

various  a 

think    tk 

difHculty 

Ihat  the  £ 

were  paid 

oxen,     ai 

ments ;  a 

kels  of  g 

paid  to  h] 

oi  'groun( 

cliofen  tib  I 

(Y)  It  plainly  ajppeart^  that 


young  prince  had  feme  fu{p 
cion,  that  his  father  defigne 
Solomon  to  be  his  I^icceflbr 
and  it  was  to  prevent  it,  thi 
he  made  what  haftehecoul 
.to  get  himfrlf  proclaimed 
for,  when  he  £rfl  leagued  hitai 
feif  with  Joab  and  Mimih^ 
and  with  them  invited  all  ti 
bi-others,  with  a  confideray 
number  of  his  fatherV^cen 
and  6f  the  elders  of  7ifii&ft&,  ti 
a  funiptaotrs  feaH, .  whith  Jh 
had  prepared  at  Z^heUth^  h 
order  to  be  prodaihned  kiAg  e; 
Ifraet^ttt^  Salomon  wiis  tk 
only  one  of  the  ro^il  fattfil) 
that  wis  tymittied. 


(65)  niUlpand.  in  Exek,  Enbart.  biiran,  torn.  i.  lib,  u  €.  38,  6f  at, 
(66)  Vid.  Le  Seem.  '&  iffi^  M  a  hho  v&f.  pt.  ift  c.  »•  iEbi^.  Jmm^ 
falm*  (3  ^l*  in  hs* 


# 


mmm 


dope  1^  rprifed  with  this 

repprt,  Iv  fet  on  his  mul^ 

and  to  a  with  bis  guards, 

with  2  of  his  chief  offi- 

cers»  t  m  to  be  brought 

backy  9  and  there  pro- 

ciaiiTiiE  ;  trumpet* 

X??  I  with  fuch  (peed,  Solomon 

tb^t  ^  ie  Icaft  knowlcge  frocUdmi 

or  it,  niverfal  Ihouts  or. 

Long  fon  of  Miatbar^ 

came  n  an  account  of 

tiie  w^lc  ceremony,  aiTuring  them,  that  it  was  air  per- 
formed   by  the  lunges  expre&  order,  who  hadtefiified  an 
uncommon  joy  a^t  Teeing  his  favourite  fon  feated  upon  hi's  , 
throne  before  he  left  the  world,  whilft  the  air  was  filled  . 
fvith  tbe  acclamations  of  all  the  people.    Thefe  unexpeSed 
news    ftruck  them    with  fuch  amazement,  Ithaf   the^ 
all   fled    \i^iih  the   utmoft  fpeed  ;    and  Adonijah^  feeing 
bim^clf  forfaken,    went  and  took  fan£luary  at  the  horns 
of  t^he  alt^r.     Solomon^    being  informed  of  it,    fent  hii^  . 
word,  that,  if  he  behaved  himfelf  for  the  future  like  ah 
honeft  man,  he  would  not  hurt  an  hair  of  his  head  ;    but 
afllired  hini,  di^t  his  next  difloyal  attempt  would  certainly 
DC  puniQied  with  death.     This  meflage  brought  Adonijdb 
iippn  his  knees  to  the  new  king  ;    after  which  he  was 
ordered  to  retire  to  his  own  houfe  ^  .  » 

David,  now  finding  himfelf  near  his  end,  affembled  David*/ 
tke   heads  of  all  the  tribes,  his  jgenerals,  and  chi^f  oi-Jhacb  ti 
ficers,  widi.the  prieflsand /^mf<j,  and  acquainted  UtitmrnMoffars.* 
with  his  fornier  deikn  to  have  buU^  a  magnificent  repofi- 
tpiy  for  jthe  ark  orjQop,,had  not  the  prophet  told  him, 
that  that  work  F^i!^(erv^  ^Pr  Solomon's  peaceable  reign. 
Notwitbftapding  which  he  told  them,  he  had  made  great 
pceparationsfor  it,  and  laid  up  immenfe  quantities  of  gold, 
filter^  copper,  irofi,  and  other  materials  (Z)  ;   all  wHichy 

tpgethcf 
'  1  Kings  i.  pa£ 

<Z)  X^e  hook  of  Cbnmclis  bafer  metals,  they  ane  faid  to 

fays,  that  the  gold,  whifh  was  have  been   without    ;uunbet 

chat. of  \)pJbir,  amounted  to  (48). 

^oootaleats,  and  the  filler,  .     J)&iXiPri4kwxcMexves{6gy 

which  .wai  of  the  poreft  fort,  two  things  cpn^ewog  this  im* 

to  7000  Idents:    as  to  the  nenie  quantity  of  gold,  which 

G4  Dwii 
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together  with  the  plans  and  models  of  that  nrfifice^ 
order  and  dlfpofition  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  db 
fervice,  the  courfes  of  the  priefts  and  LivitiSy  of  the  c 
ficians,   fingers,    and  porters,    the  plan  for  tAaAAUk 
judges,  and  courts  of  juftice,  with  many  other  relig^ 
civil,  and  military  regulations  >,  he  now  reiigned    up 
him  to  be  perfected  and  improved,  as  his  wiftlom  Ilia 
dired  him.     He  requefted  them  to  affift  him  in  fo  dcfira 
a  work,  and  that  thofe,  who  weire  inclined  to  contrib 
towards  that  building,  (hould  bring  their  free-will-offbrij 
into  the  treafury.      This  fpeech  ffirred  up  fuch  a  fpiric 
munificence  in  the  rich  men  of  Ifrael^    that  diey  oi 
vied  one  another  in  the  richnefs  of  their  prefents  towai 
the  building  of  the  temple  ;  fo  that  David  baA  the  p] 
fure  to  fee  ^n  incredible  quantity  of  sold,   filvec,  copp 
and  other  metals,^  befides  precious  ftones,   marble,  p 
phyry,  and  other  rich  materials,  brought  to  him  from. 
parts  of  the  kingdom  ^.      The  fight  of  fo  much  wealt 
brought  in  with  fuch  expedition  ahd  alacrity,  did,    as 
were,  revive  the  monarch's  poetic  mufe,   and  made  hii 
break  out  into  an  euchariftical  rapture,  full  of  the  deepd 
gratitude  to  Gop,  and  eood  wifiied  for  the  proiperity  hot 
of  his  fon  and  of  the  kingdom  ;  which  were  feconde 
with  an  hearty  and  univerfal^/n^/r,  and  accompanied  wit] 


i:  I  Chron.  from  chap,  xxiii.  toxxix.'paff. 
I  Chron,  ult,  yer.  7,  &  feq. 


*  Sw 


Z)tf<i;fi/ dedicated  to  the  fervice 
of  the  temple  :  the  firft  is,  that 
it  was  that  of  Ophir  i  from 
which  he  concludes,  that  he 
mufl  have  eflablifhed  a  naviga- 
tion in  his  time, without  which 
it  cannot  be  conceived  how  he 
cottld'have  hci^ped  it  to  that 
degree  1  for,  as  for  that  which 
he  got  out  of  the  fpoils  bf .  war, 
and  his  public  revenue,  it 
makes  ah  article  by  iffelf,  ex- 
dadvc  of  thefe  jboo  talents. 

His  next  obftrvatibn.  we 
(hall  give  in  his  own  words,  as 
ihey  iland  in  the  note  under 
"the  former :  **  This  ivifaf  fays 
'•  he,  is  fo  prodigious,  as  gives 
'^^  re^on  tp  think,   that  the 


**  talents,  whereby 
**  is  reckoned;    wen 
«*  fort  of  talents,  of 
**  value  than  the  ik 
**  lents,  of  which  ai 
**  is  given  in  the  pref 
**  what  is  faid  to  be 
"  Danjtd  [i  Cbron,  3 
•*  15, 16.  and  xxix.  \ 
«'  aod    contributed 
"  princes    [xxix.    6, 
<^  toward  the  buHdin 
**  tevci^le  2X  J erufahn,  if  va- 
*^  lued  by  theie  talent,  exceed- 
**  ed  the  value  of  eight  hun- 
*^  dred  m^lions  of  Mir  mpqey, 
''which  was  enoigh  whu«. 
**  with  to  have  kuilt  all  diat 
•'ttmpk  of  folic  filvcr." 
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90  rtiiii/i^jfatjt^  « 

iaiftatdy  tomb  (A),  in  tbit  psot  of  the  dtf^  lirUd 

bad  caufed  to  be  buik,  adjoioii^  Xo  tho  oU  Jdus^  or  [ 

rufalim  *. 

Year  of       SoLOMOM,  beiogfeatcd  on  the  throne,  delayed  aoI 

the  flood  fulfil  hU  father's  laftinjundioai.    Jd$nijab  chiiged   hisa 

■33S*     go  the  fooner  about  it^   bv  ^n  adion*    which,    thou 

Bef.Clinftowingperba{)8'to  a  youthful  Jndiicretion,  could   not    I 

1015.    r<uDder  him  fufpe£ted  of  fome  further  de%n,   in  coqo 

^^y'V^J  with  the  turbulent  Ji^.    That  young  prince,  obnoauc 

and  di(graced  as  he  was,    for  his  late 

4crown,  was  rafli  enough  to  make  ufe  0 

ceffiqn,  to  obtain  the  king's  leave  to  n 

young  Shumtmm^ft)  virgin,   who  b^ 

of  I>avii%  old  iSge  ;   alWing  her,    t 

other  recompence  for  the  lofs  oif  ajcrpw 

to  him  hv  rigbt  of  (primogeniture.    Ba 

haps  jto  nnd,  that  her  fon's  rival  w:ould 

taS^S  A  rate,    made  no  difficulty  to,p 

tereft^  not  doubting  of  fuccefs.     ^olom 

nodiing  lefe  than  fycb  a  requeft  froa 

with  aS  the  marks  of  honour  thait  were  due  to  a  guoea 

and  a  mother  \  but,  when  he  heard  the  purpof  t  of  he 

luit,  he  was  io  enraged  at  bb  ambitious  i^^otber,  tbsi 

he  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  immediate  dc^th.     ywA 

alarmed  at  the  news,  went  an^  tqok  fanduary  at  the 


1  Kings  ii.  xwmmm^xo. 


(^)  We  have  had  oecafion 
to  fpeak  heretofi^  of  this 
ftatJy  tomb,  and  of  the  im- 
meofe  treafoivB  that  had  been 
bid  up  u  it  by  him,  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  according  to  the  Jewijb 
hiibrian  (70].  The  aathor  of 
the  CbroHtcUs  adds,  that  his 
hiftory  was  penned  by  three 
cotemporary  prophets,  Samuei^ 
Naiban,  and  Oad  (71).  His 
seal,  piety,  and  repenunce, 
arelikewift  oekbrated  io  feve- 
raiplacesef  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament ;  bat  that  which 
jaifes  his  >charader  above  all 


the  reft  i«»  that  the  promife  oi 
the  MassiJkH,  which  had  beei 
rsoAt  xo  Abrab4m^Ja€9h^  and 
Judab^  was  fixed  to  that  nio^> 
arch's  poflerity.  Accordiog- 
ly  the  lacred  genealogifb  have 
given  as  the  two  lines  of  it,  in 
whom  his  birth  was  joined, 
namely,  that  oiNatban^  from 
which  his  virgin-mother  was 
defcended  ;  and  that  of  &§h^ 
MM,  from  which'  was  fpraag 
7«/Sf&,  his  lepttted  £uher(7s^y 
as  we  ihall  farther  (hew  in  the 
fecond  part  of  this  hiiiory. 


11.  ^.446,  6f  ftp  vol.  iti.  p,  174»  &f^*         (71)  >  Chrm 
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his  immenfe  riches  gave  him  fucb  a  powerful  fway,  that 
he  lived  in  the  profoundeft  peace,  plenty,  and  grandeur,  of 
any  prince  of  his  time ;  beloved  by  his  friends  and  allies, 
who  vrbre  conftantly  pouring  the  richeftprefents  upon  him; 
feared  by  his  enemies,  receiving  large  tributes  from  feveral 
crowned  heads  (F),  and  reforted  unto  from  all  pafts  of  the 
-worlds  for  his  excellent  wifdom  ^nd  magnificence  ',  which 
brought  in  a  continual  concourfe  of  ftrangers  to  his  me* 
tropolisy^  and  enriched  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  gold  and 
li\ver  feeaaed  to  have  loft  their  intrinfic  value,    by  their 
'      extraordinary  abundance.    The  very  revenue  which  his 
navy  brought  him  in,  exclufive  of  his  cuftoms,    amounted 
'      to  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  talents  of  gold.     All  this  while 
his  Ifraelitijh  fubjefis  enjoyed  the  fwects  not  only  of  ppice 
^      ind  plenty,  but  alfo  of  an  univerfal  freedom,  there  being 
no  other  (laves,  during  his  reign,  except  the  poor  Canaan* 
itesj  and  fome  captives  of  other  nation^  q. 
■  O  F    all  the  princes  that  fought  his  friendfhip,    Hiram  Hiram'i 

king  of  Tyrey  David's  old  friend  and  ally,    was  the  firft  im&aj^ 
ivho  fent  embaflador's  to  congratulate  his  acceffion  to  the  and  trtat^ 
crown,  and  to  offer  his  fervice  to  him,  as  he  had  formerly  ^^'/^  So- 
done  to   bis  father.     Sobrhon  returned  the  embafly,  and  lomoiu 
acquainted  him  with  his  defign  of  building  the  temple,  de« 
liring  him  to  fend  him  a  fufficient  number  of  workmen  to 
join  with  his  artificers  for  the  work  ;   particularly  fome 
f       that  were  well  (killed  in  working  in  gold,  filver,  and  other 
^       bafer  metals,  precious  ftones,  fcarlet,  crimfon,  anti  other 
S;       fine  dyes,   all  which  was  readily  granted  by  the  Tyriau 
king;  in  confideration  of  which  fo^/yio;!  agreed  to  fumifli 
^        him  yearly  with  20,000  meafures  of  wheat,    and  20,006 

^  ^  I  Kings  iv.  20,  &  feq.  2  Chron.  ix.  pa£ 


hor&men  (82)  ;  which  fome 
take  to  have  been  rather  fad- 
dlc-horfesy  and  others  his  life- 
guard. Baty  whatever  they 
were,  it  is  oertain,  that  £dch  a 
moltij^ying.  of  chariots  and 
horieswas  exprelly  forbidden 
by  theilf^ir  law  (S3).  Thefe 
he  did  not  keep  all  at  Jerufa- 
Urn,  batdifpofed  of  them  in 
ibveral  of  his  flroog  cities^  re- 


fervingonly  a  convenient  num- 
ber about  his  perlbn,  either  for 
guards  or  grandeur  (84). 

(F)  The  text  fay^  that  his 
dominion  reached  from  the  ri- 
ver Eufbrata^  or  even  beyond 
it,  to  the  Nili^  or  borders  of 
Egypt  ;  and  that  all  the  kings 
of  thofe  countries  were  tribur 
ury  to  him  (85). 


(8a)  1  IGnis  if.  %6,        (83)  ^id,J)iuf,  xvii.  16. 


(84)iKf/^rr.25. 
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barrels  of  fine  oil  for  bis  ho,ufhold,  beiides  the  lame  qu 
titles  of  barley»  wheat,  wine,  and  oilf  which  he  entail 
to  give  to  his  fervants  that  w^re  employed   in  the  ywc 
On  the  other  fide^  Hiram  was  to  fend  the  cedars,  fir,  a 
other  woods,  upon  f)oats  to  Joppq^  there  to  be  delive 
to  Solomon*s  fervants^  to  be  thence  brought  to  J^ujhli 
He  fent  him  alfo  a  man  of  his  own  name,  yjyrum 
birth,  who  was  a  fecond  BezqUelj  and  was  fuch  an  cxc 
lent  workman  in  all  kinds  of  metals,  ^ones,  carving,    i 
craving,  embroidery,  tapeftry,  and  in  making  all  torts 
fine  cloaths,  that  Hiram  honoured  him  with  the  title 
father*     Him  Solomon  made  overfeer  of  all  the  artii 
whom  David  had  formerly  procured  out  of  Tyn  and  I 
don.    An  alliance  foon  followed  between  thofe  two  prino 
which  ended  only  with  their  lives  f. 
fit  hutU'     To  carry  on  this  fiupendous  work  with  greater  eaj^  ai 
tng  A^/]6#fpeed,  Sokmon  cayxkA  an  account  to  be  taken  of  all  tl 
timfli.       Canaamtes^  and  other  foreign  flaves,  that  were  in  the  i; 
and  they  were  fouad  to  amount  to  153,600  ;  70,00c 
whom  he  appointed  to  carry  burdens,  8o,QpO  to  hew 
her  and  ilone  in  the  mountains,  and  tlie  remaining  3 
he  appointed  to   be  overfcers  over  them ».     Befides  t 
ftf^ngeis,  oyer  whom  he  appointed  fome  of  his  chiefs 
cers,  to  overfee  the  work,  he  levied  30,000  mtn  out 
^11  l^rflel^  whom  he  appointed   to  work  in  Lebanon  ow 
ip^pAthin  thi;e,e,  10,000  every  month,  under  the  infpe£lioi 
of  4d^iram  :  thefe  were  likewife  employed  in  hewing  q 
livood,  i^rble,  ^md  other  .fione,  which  was  afterward 
wrought  by  the  Tyrian  mafone  and  carvers,  and  thence  con 
veyed  to  joppa  by  water  *. '  Whilft  thefe  were  preparing, 
Sjflomon,  .Who  bl^d  b<^|i  i^ill  adding  ;iiivnenfe<mantid^  oi 
.     gold,  filver,  precious  ftones,  and  other  rich  n^aterials,  tc 
thofe  which  David  had  laid  upbefore  his  /deaths  put  rthen? 
into  proper  hands,  to  be  wrought  into  ^n  aUnoft  infinite 
variety  of  ornaments.    And  the  vaft  number  of  hands  Am* 
ployed,  and  the  diligence  of  the  overfeers  and  workinea, 
was  fuch,  that  he  was  able  to  lay  the  foundations  of  xhk 
vaft  ftrudure  in  the  fourth  year  of  Iiis  reign,  whic;h  was  the 
third  or  fourth  after  David's  death,  and  the  480th  after  the 
exodn.     This  great  work  was  begun  on  Monday  the  (c^ 
cond  day  of  the  month  Zif,  which  anfwers  to  the  tw^nty- 
firftof  our  y/^r/V'^,  being  the  fecond  month   of  tl^e  (a- 
cred,  and  eighth   of  the  civil  year  ;  and  was  carried  on 
'  I  Kiflg^v.  pair.        •  2  Chron.ii.  17,  18,        t  i  jj^jg, 
V.  9.  » Ibid.  vi.  I .  ^  yid.  Us^W.  ann^fiibi.  M. 
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Our  readers  may  fee,  by  what  bath  been  laid,  in 
laft  note,  how  difficult  it  would  be  to  give  them  fuch  a 
fcription  of  this  celebrated  fabric,  as  mould  at  once  a 
running  into  the  extravagancies  of  the  Talmudijis^  an 
our  modern  modd-mongers,  and  fupply  fuch  omiffioc 
may  have  been  overlooked  by  the  facred  hiflorians.  J 
whilft  we  were  deliberating,  whether  we  fhould  undert 
fo  laborious  a  tafk,  we  were  infornxed,  by  a  curious 
courager  of  this  hiftory,who  is  as  diflatisiied  as  we  veith  t 
borrowing  fo  much  from  thofe  authors  we  have  exccj 
againft,  that  he  had,  fome  yeais  ago,  prevailed  upc 
learned  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance,  to  make  fuel 
delineation  as  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  out  of  the  \ 
fecred  book$  above-mentioned.  He  has  iince  favourec 
with  a  fight  of  the  plans,  and  given  us  time  and  leavi 
examine  and  compare  them,  and  their  proofs^  with  the  < 
j^naltext;  and,  finding  how  much  we  approved  of  the 
and  that  they  could  not  but  be  very  ufeful  and  accepta 


ing.  This  ii  therefore  what 
we  would  carefuUy  avoid,  tho* 
at  the  hazard  of  being  taxed 
with  running  into  the  other  ex- 
treme, whilft  we  rejedt  their 
three  evidences,  as  far  aa  they 
jar  with,  or  exceed  the  account 
we  have  of  it  in  the  books  of 
Kings  and  Chronicles. 

For,  after  all,  who  has  af^ 
fured  thofe  authors,  that  the 
temple  of  Ezeh'el  (which  was 
fanly  feen  in  a  vifion,  and  was, 
for  aught  appeals,  but  a  type 
of  that  fpiritual  one  under  the 
gofpel)  bore  a  conftant  analogy 
with  that  of  Solomon,  with  re- 
fpefl  to  its  members,  dimen- 
JTions,.  fyrometry,  ornaments* 
and  the  like  ?  Who  knows  not, 
that  thatof7<7/^/i&«/,allowingit 
to  have  been  equal  in  beauty 
land  magnificence  to  that  au- 
thor's defcriptionof  it,  had  re- 
ceived fuch  confiderable  additi- 
ons and  improvements  from 
time  to  time,  efpecially  under 
Herod tife  Gnat,  as  might  eafily 
render  it  quite  di^crent  from. 


not  to  fay  vaftly  excelling,  ti 

of  Solomon  f  Lafily,  whatdH 

veries  can  we  hope  for  in  t 

refped^  from  the  ^ahtsulifts,  i 

Jenui/h  rabbies,  who  lived 

many  centuries  after  its  £i 

dellrudion,  but  what  are 

the  fame  Hamp 

have  made  with 

gion  I   mere  p 

forgeries,  calci 

the  honour  of 

And,  if  Ezeiiei 

the  rabbies,  m 

where  (hall  we 

that  has  done  f< 

ption  of  this  e 

not  borrowed  m 

than  from  the  fa 

Laflly,  what  fei 

that  they  have 

true  meaning  oi 

terms,  fuch  as 

bly  often  occur  in  defcription 

of  this  nature,  written  at  fuel 

a  di dance  of  time,  and  in  i 

language  fo  little  known  as  thi 

HehreiAi  now  is  ? 
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by  tU  his  chief  officers,  and  the  elders  of  Ifraelj  tnsurd 
before  the  ark  ;  thefe  were  followed  by  a  great  num 
of  priefts  and  LeviUSy  who  fung  fome  cantides  propci 
the  occafion,  and  played  upon  various  infiruments.  N^ 
to  the  ark  followed  another  number  of  fingers  and  playc 
with  other  priefts  bearing  the  golden  candlefticks,  altai 
incenfe,  and  other  facred  utenhls  of  the  fanAuary,  mrh 
had  been  brought  from  Gibion^  where  they  and  the  tab 
nacle  had  been  depofited  till  that  time  (M).  While  the  prii 


were  made  by  Hiram  for  the 
moft  hdy  place,  differed  from 
them,  and  were  of  two  forts, 
namely,  tbefe  two,  which 
fpread  one  wing  over  the  ark, 
and  toached  the  wall  with  the 
ddier;  and  thofe  which  were 
made  in  bas-relievo,  to  adorn 
the  fides  of  the  wall,  being 
fiaced  between  palm-trees  like- 
wife  in  bas-rdievo,  and  all  of 
the  fineft  gold.  What  the  big- 
n^s  of  thefe  lail  was,  we  know 
not;  but  that  of  the  two  maf- 
five  ftanding  ones'  may  be 
gaefled  at  by  the  length  of  their 
wings,  which,  reaching  to  die 
north  and  fouth  walls  with  one 
ejctremity^  and  joining  at  leaft 
by  the  other  over  the  centre, 
muftiiave  btei  each  five  cu* 
bits  long,  becaafe  the  place 
was  twenty  cubits  in  length  and 
breadth ;  fo  that  one  may  rea- 
fonably  fuppofe  the  cherubim 
themfelves  to  have  been  about 
ten  cubits  high. 

There  we  alfo  took  notice, 
diat  Solomon  made  all  the  other 
titcnfils,  ttnd  ornaments  of  the 
"temfde,  proportionable,  both  in 
bignefs  and  richnefs,  to  that  of 
the  edifice.  The  Mo/aic  altar 
of  burnt  r  offering,  for  in  fiance, 
.was  fet'by/OB  account  of  its 
ifindaeTs^  and  another  placed 
lo^  lieu  of  it»  which  was  twen- 

dt  BelL  Jud.  €.  6.  S  M.  fof. 


ty  cubits  in  length  and  bread 
and  ten  in  height.  The  la 
was  done  by  the  altar  oF  p 
fume,  and  me  tables  of  ihc 
bread ;  which  lafl,  as  well 
the  golden  candlefticks,  he  : 
creafed  to  the  number  of  five 
fixibld. 

fiefides  thefe,  there  was 
prodigious  quanti^  of  otii 
gold  and  filver  veileb  and  ute 
fils ;  concerning  which  the  te 
only  fays,  that  they  were  wit 
out  number  (92} ;  but  the ,7^ 
ijh  hiflorian  has  given  us  fuch 
detail  of  them  (93),  that  v 
chufe  to  refer  the  reader  to  hij 
for  it,  becaufe  we  can  neithi 
tell  whence  he  had  it,  nor  ii 
deed  find  room  enough,  or  vi 
for  fuch  vaft  quantities. 

(M)  Thefe  were  not  dep( 
fited  in  the  fanduary,  becani 
the  king  had  caufed  a  new  £ 
of  them  to  be  made,  whk 
were  larger,  and  more  aofwa 
able  to  the  fpacioufnefs  of  tb 
place;  but  were  laid  up  i 
fome  other  repofitory  prepare 
for  that  purpofe.  To  add  th 
greater  magnificence  to  th 
proceffion,  the  king  ordere 
the  ark  to  fiop  at  proper  di 
fiances ;  and  there  caafed  \ 
prodigious  number  of  vidim 
to  be  offered  up  before  it,  til 
they  had  reached  tiiefandttsr) 

(93)  Antif,  /.fii.  €.t,^.}fsiik,  ^ 
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*^ere  depofiting  the  ark  in  the  moft  holy  place,  the  air  rung 
with  the  fpund  of  120  trumpets,  and  with  the  voices  of 
the  Levites^  who  fang  the  praifes  of  God,  repeating  thefe 
words  at  proper  ftanzas,  Give  thanks  to  the  Lord  ;  for 
he  is  good 9  and  his  mercy  endufeth  for  ever.  It  was  then 
that  God  feemed  to  come  down  in  a  vifible  manner,  to 
take  poffeiEon,  as  it  were,  of  his  new  temple,  by  filling 
it  with  a  glorious  cloud,  as  he  had  formerly  done  the 
tabernacle;  infomuch  that  the  priefts  could  not  ftand  to 
oiFer  up  the  facrifices,  which  they  had  prepared  upon  that 
occafion  *. 

During  this  time,  Solomon^  who  flood  upon  a  brafen 
fcaffold  three  cubits  high,  and  prepared  for  the  purpofe, 
having  commanded  the  attention  of  the  people,  who 
flood  in  the  court,  and  in  the  galleries  round  about« 
kneeled  down  y  and,  fpreading  his  hanfJs  towards  heaven, 
dedicated  the  facred  building  to  God  in  an  elegant  and 
devout  prayer,  which  he  then  made  in  their  hearing  5  in?- 
treating  the  divine  mercy  to  make  it  its  reildence  in  for 
vour  of  Ifrael^  and  to  be  ready  from  thence  to  hear  tht 
prayers  which  his  people  fliould  dired  thither,  from  what- 
ever part  of  the  world ;  and,  what  condition  foever  thqr 
were  in,  to  grant  their  requefts,  and  pardon  their  of- 
fences. All  this  while  the  priefts  had  covered  the  fpacious 
altar  with  proper  viftims,  which,  as  foon  as  his  prayer 
was  ended,  were  confumed  by  a  miraculous  £re,  as  a 
token  of  the  divine  favour  and  acceptance.  The  king 
thjcn  turning  himfelf  about,  blefled  the  audience,  and 
retired ;  after  which,  the  priefts  went  about  offering  zA  ^afi 
vaft  multitude  of  other  facriikes,  whidi  had  been  kn^numberof 
thither  both  by  the  king,  and  by  the  heads  of  the  tribes  '^*viaimt 
infomuch  that  they  Were  forced  to  rear  a  number  of  other  ^'*^^- 
altars  in  the  court,  the  great  one  not  beir^g  fufficient  for 
them  (N). 

As  foon  as  Solomon  had  finlflied  this  noble  flru^Sure^ 
he  fet  his  artificers  to  work  upon  two  other  huildmgs,  one 

for 
*  2  Chron.  v.  per  tot. 
(N)  On  the  very  firft  day  of  were  brought  in  every  'day. 
this  caremony,  which  laftcd  The  feaft  of  the  tabernacles, 
fcven  days,  tbey  facrificcd.  which  immediately  followed 
22000  bullocks,  and  120000  this,  was  likewife  obferved  with 
iheep,  for  peace-offerings,  unufoal  magnificence  5  after 
which  ferved  to  feaft  the  vaft  which,  the  people  were  dif- 
concourfe  of  people,  befides  a  miffed  in  peace^and  returned  .to 
prodigious  number  of  burnt  their  homes,  with  their  hearts 
and .  other    oftqrings,     which    full  of  joy,  and  admiration  of 

Ha  their 
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Soloroon'jfo''  J^>n^^clff  *nd  another  for  PharaoV%  daughter  »  ; 

fal4u$$.  fpared  nothing  that  art  or  riches  could  furnifli,  to  r 
them  to  a  proportionable  fplendor  with  it  (O).  He  ' 
almoft  thirteen  years  in  building  them  ;  To  that  he  fini£ 
thofe  three  magnificent  edifices,  with  all  their  coftly  fuj 
ture,  utenfils,  and  ornaments,  within  the  fpace  of  tvire 
years  (P).     After  this,  he  fent  back  a  great  part   of 

7>r 

*  Compare  i  Kings  iii.  i.  ¥ii.  8.  ix.  24.  &  2  Chron.  riil.  i 


their  wonderful  monarch  (94). 
At  the  fame  time,  left  that 
young  prince's  heart  (hould  be 
too  elated  by  this  extraordinary 
grandeur,  God  was  pleafed 
to  appear  to  him  in  a  dream, 
on  the  firill  night  of  the  dedica- 
tion; exprefled  his  acceptance 
of  that  fumptttous  edifice ;  and 
renewed  his  promifes  to  him, 
and  his  pofterity,  provided  he 
and  they  ferved  him  with  an 
irpright  heart:  on  the  other 
hand,  he  alTured  him,  that,  in 
cafe  they  provoked  him  by  their 
idolatry  and  difobedience,  that 
glorious  building,  which'  was 
now  the  wonder  of  the  world, 
ihould  inftUibly  become  a  defo- 
lation,  a  dwelling  for  owls  and 
bats,  and  a  proverb  of  reproach 
among  all  nations  (95 ). 

(O)  One  of  thefe  palaces  is 
called  the  houfe  of  the  foreft 
of  Lebanon  (  96 ),  though  it 
was  at  Jerujalemi  the  reafon 
of  which  cannot  be  eafily 
guefled  at.  The  Cbaldee  pa- 
raphraft  calls  it  a  fummer- 
houfe,  or  houfe  of  refrefh- 
ment ;  others  think  it  to  have 
been  built  in  that  foreft,  after 
S9lomon  had  taken  the  city  of 


Hmmath'Xobah  (97)  ;     bat 
general  opinion  is,  that    tl 

fave  the  name  of  the  forefl 
,ebanon  to  the  city  of  Dam 
by  reafon  of  the  prodigic 
quantities  of  cedar,  and  oti 
trees,  which  had  been  brouj 
from  thence  to  build  the  cei 
pie,  and  other  fumptuous  o 
fices,  infomuch  that  it  feem< 
as  if  Lebanon  had  been  trai 
ported  to  Jfru/alem  (98 
Upon  this  account,  and  pe 
haps  alfo  fron^  the  /ragran< 
of  the  cedar,  both  the  city  an 
temple,  as  well  as  the  palac( 
are  called  Lebanon  by  the  p(a' 
mifl,  and  fome  of  the  pre 
phets  (99). 

(P)  Thefe  palaces  were  bui 
with  the  utmoil  magnificenci 
whether  for  the  prodigiov 
quantities  of  gold,  iilver,  a 
dar,  and  other  precious  wood; 
marble,  and  other  co(Uy  flone 
the  flupendous  bignefs  of  then 
or  the  exquifitenefs  of  th 
workmanfhip,  or  for  the  rich 
nefs  of  their  furniture,  and  thi 
fumptuoufnefs  of  the  galleries 
porches,  courts,  and  apartments 
Among  thefe  there  was  om 
more  fpacious  than   die  reft 


(94)  1  King*  viii.  12,  &  ftqq,  nCbron*  vi.  ^  vii.  per  tot.  (95)  i  Kifie 

ix.  &  fefj.  (tfi)  Ibid,  vii.  2.  f  97;  Vid.  Jun.  in  loe.  &  a  Cbm 

(98)  jfrfl  rak>i7t.  vid.  d^Munft.  Calmet,  ^  aL  in  PJaL  Xxix,  xdi 


viii.  3 
la,  13 


(99)  Pfiti,x7kix.  paffixQiu  12,  13,  Gsfalih, 
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C.  VIL  to  the  Babylonilh  Captivity. 
Syrian  artificers ;  and,  to  exprefs  his  gratitude  to  their 
prince,  who  had  fo  generoufly  furnilhed  him,  not  only 
with  vaft  quantities  of  .ftones  and  wood,  but  alfo  witK 
great  Aims  of  gold,  he  prefented  him  with  twenty  Cities 
in  Galilee,  But  Hiram^  coming  foon  after  to  view  thefe, 
was  fo  difgufied  at  them,  that  he  could  not  forbear  break* 
ing  out  into  fome  complaint  againft  his  brother  Solomon^ 
and  exprefling  his  dlflatisfa^lion  by  bis  refufal  of  them, 
and  by  the  contemptible  name  which  he  gave  to  that 
whole  land  ;  upon  which,  Solomon  built  them  anew  him- 
felf,  and  planted  colonies  of  Ifraelites  in  them  •*.  The 
reft  of  his  workmen,  whether  Tyrians  or  others,  together 
with  the  Canaanitifl}  flaves,  who  were  by  that  time  pro- 
bably become  very  expert  builders,  were  employed  in  fiir- 
rounding  the  city  of  Jerufalem  with  a  ftrong  and  ftately 
wall,  and  fortifying  Millo^  Hazor^  Megiddo^^  GexeVy  Betb- 
horon^  Baalath^  Tadmor  or  Palmyra^  and  other  places  of 

^  Compare  i  Kings  ix.  lo.  and  z  Chron.  viii.  i,  k  feqq. 
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which  was  called  the  porch,  or 
hall  of  judgment,  in  which 
was  placed  the  king's  throne, 
and  on  each  fide  of  it  the  feats 
or  his  counfellors.  This  porch 
was  by  far  the  moft  magnifi- 
cent of  all,  becaufe  it  was  both 
his  feat  of  judgment,  and  the 
place  of  public  audience,  where 
he  fhewed  himfelf  either  to  his 
nobles,  or  to  the  (Grangers  that 
reforted  to  him.  It  was  placed 
in  the  midll  of  a  flight  of  rich 
pillars  of  cedar,  curioufly  carv- 
ed and  covered,  or  rather  in- 
laid with  gold.  The  throne 
itfdf,  which  was  inthefafhion 
of  a  niche,  was  covered  with 
ivory,  inlaid  and  intermixed 
with  curious  ornaments  in  gold ; 
the  afcent  to  it  was  by  iix 
fteps,  each  ilep  being  fuppprted 
on  either  fide  with  a  fma}l  lion, 
and  the  arms  of  the  feat  with 
two  hrge  ones  as  hig  as  the 
life.    aXL  thefe,  and  even  the 


fleps  themfdves,  were  like- 
wife  covered  with  gold  and 
ivory.  The  richnefs  of  the 
furniture  of  thefe  fumptuous 
edifices  may  be  guefTed  at,  by 
the  plate  and  drinking-veflels^ 
which  were  ufed  in  them,  and 
were  all  of  the  fineft  gold.  To 
thefe  he  added  300  fhidds  of 
the  fame  rich  metal,  which 
ufed  to  be  carried  before  him 
when  he  went  abroad,  and, 
upon  his  return,  were  fufpend* 
ed  along  the  rows  of  pillars  as 
an  ornament.  Befides  thefe,  he 
likewife  qiufed  200  targets  to 
be  ms^de  oi  a  l^rg^  fize,  which 
were  hun^  tt|>  in  fome  confpi* 
cuous  places  of  the  temple. 
AU  thcie  were  made  of  fome 
predous  wood,  and  covered 
with  gold;  thefe  latter  amount- 
ed tq  6op  fhekds  each,,  and 
the  former  to  three  pounds 
weight  (100). 


(100)  1  Kings  X.  16,  17,    2  Cbrm.  ix.  15. 
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confcquencc ;  bcfidcs  fcvcral  oth^r  ftorc-citics  for  his  cha- 
riots and  horics,  for  his  magazines  of  com,  wine,  oil,  ad 
other  provifions  and  ammunition  (QJ). 
SolomonV  To  fupply  all  thefc  vaft  expences,  Solomon  built  a  navj 
•my.  at  Ezion-geber^  upon  the  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea^  and  pat 
it  under  the  care  of  fome  expert  Tynan  failors,  who,  with 
his  own  men,  went  with  it  to  Ophir  (R),  and  in  about 

three 


(Q^)  He  built  likewifc 
fome  fortreiTes  in  Lebanon,  pro- 
bably to  fecure  a  free  commu- 
nication between  his  kingdom 
and  that  of  Syria,  Soon  af- 
ter,  he  brought  under  his  yoke 
the  remainder  of  the  Jmoritesy 
Hittites,  PenzziteSf  Hivites^ 
and  Jehufetes,  who  feem  to 
have  remained  unconquered 
till  his  tiine,  and  made  them 
all  tributaries  to  him  ( 4 ). 
Thefe  were  alfo  probably  forc- 
ed to  his  works  with  the  reft ; 
for,  as  for  the  Ifraelitesy  the 
text  cxprefly  fays,  that  they 
were,  exempt  from  all  kind  of 
flavifh  bufinefs,  and  only  em- 
ployed either  as  overfecrs  over 
them,  or  as  officers  and  fpldiers 
in  his  army  (5). 

(R)  It  is  not  to  be  expefted, 
that  our  readers  will  be  con- 
tented with  being  told,    that 
Ophir  is  to  us  a  terra  incognita^ 
that  ha^  been  fought  in  vain 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
through  every    point   of  the 
compafs.      And    indeed    one 
would  hardly   believe  fuch  a 
iculVcon- 
marks  by 
feem  to 
as  thofe 
^fcs  fpeaks 


of  Ofhir  the  fon  of  yoitoM, 
who  went  with  his  brethren, 
and  dwelt  from  Mejha  toward 
Sepbar^    a  mount  of  the  eaft 
(6).     2.   That  the  fame  fleet 
went  both  to  Ophir  and  Tar- 
Jhijh  (7),    and   fet   out    from 
Ezion-geber,    a   fea-port    near 
E/otb,    in  the  land  of  Edm 
upon  the  Red  Sea  (8).     3 .  That 
the  voyage  took  them  up  three 
years  (9).     4.  That  it  broaght 
gold,   precious  ftones,    fpiccs, 
ivory,     ebony,     and    atmug; 
wood,  peacocks,  and  monkeys 
(ip).     5.  That  Opbir  hot  only 
afforded  the  greatcft  quantity 
of  gold,  but  that  it  alfo  ex- 
ceeded all  other  gold  in  fine- 
nefs  and  value  (11).    And  laftly, 
that,    according  to  Eupo/emus, 
an  antient  author  quoted  bj 
Eufehius  (12),    the    Urpbe    or 
Ophir,  from  whence  this  me- 
tal was  brought,  was  an  ifland 
in  the  Red  Sea ;  not  that  which 
we  commonly  underftand  by 
that  name,    which    lieth    be- 
tween Arabia  and  Egypt^    bat 
the     great     fouthem     oceanj 
which  'extendeth  between  In- 
dia and  Afriea,    and  wafheth 
up  to  the  coaft  of  Arabia  an ^ 
Ferfia,   and    was    called    the 
Red  Sea ^     from    the     colour 


//^.    iXlhrtn,  ym,   1^9  ft^q*    See  hefire,  vol,  u.  p, 
wr.22,a3.  (6)  Qen.x,29t^o.  (7)   Corf. 

ii.  48.  Q  X  Cl>ron.  xx.  36.        (8)  1  Kings  ix.  16,  fif 
>,,  ^  alik  poj,  (10)  Ikid,  (g  %  Cbron.  ix.  10. 

(14)  Frap»  evang,  /•  ix. 
Z 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C;  VII.  to  the  Babyloniih  Captivity. 

three  years  time  brought  him  back  an  ima^enfe  weight 
<tf  gold  and  fihrer,  befides  feverol  kinds  of  precious  ftones, 

fpiceS). 


tOi 


"which  the  perpendicular  fun- 
beaoEis  f^ve  it  in  thofe  hot  cli- 
mates (13).  To  this  let  us 
add,  that  J^/ephus  fays,  that 
Opkir  was  in  indiay  or  was 
fince  called  India^  or  the  iand 
9f  ^</(i4),  which  may  pro- 
bably mean  the  Aurea  Cherfo- 
fit/ksy  now  called  the  ifland  of 
Malacay  over-againft  Suma^ 
trai  Thefe,  one  would  be  apt 
to  think,  might  have  chalked 
oat  fuch  a  Chart,  as  would 
have  direded  us,  if  not  to  the 
very  fpot  of  ground,  yet  at 
lead  to  the  region  whence  all 
^efe  riches  came;  and  yet 
there  arc  fcarce  any  two  au- 
thors that  have  fleered  the  fame 
eoorfe. 

But,  not  to  dwell  long  on  a 
lubjedl  that  affords  fo  little  cer- 
tainty, we  (hall  content  our- 
felves  with  a  bare  mention  of 
thofe  who  feem  to  have  vifibly 
erred  fix>m  the  point ;  and  then 
|;ivea  fhort  account  of  thofe 
who  have  fpoken  with  a  greater 
degree  of  probability. 

Among  the  £rft,  we  may 
tank  thofe  who  have  gone  to 
AmiricM  for  it  (15),  it  being 
unconceivable  how  they  could 
fteer  thither  and  back  again 
in  diofe  early  days,  without 
chart  or  compafs,  with  fo  im- 
perfed  a  knowlege  of  geogra* 
l^y  and  afhtmomy,  and  know- 
ing no  .more  of  navigation 
than  bare^coafHng.  If  it  be 
ftid,  that  this  was  the  method 


they  fteered  by,  and  that  they 
coailed  along  India^  China^ 
and  the  north  parts  of  Japan ^ 
to  the  north  part  of  America, 
and  fo  on  to  HiJ^aniolfiy  or  any^ 
other  place,  whether  of  Mt-^ 
xico  or  Ptrui  befides  that,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  eighteen  fnonthy 
^ill  fcarce  be  AifHcient  for 
fuch  a  prodigious  round,  hoyr 
many  iilands  might  they  have 
met  with  in  hZoj,  that  could 
have  fupplied  them  with  aU 
thofe  comi^odifies^  and  cfpe« 
daily  with  gold  I  How  came 
diey  at  firil  to  have  fuch  know^ 
lege  of  thofe  parts,  as  to  go 
thither  for  that  metal  ?  Vf3s 
^/vmr^  peopled  fo  early  ?  And 
if  it  was,  which  is  fcarce  cre^ 
dible,  were  either  its  inhabit- 
ants fuch  expert  f^lors  as  td 
bring  thofe  merchandizes  td 
fome  famous  emporiuni  nearer 
to  AJia,  or  did  any  of  the 
AJtatic  nadons  fetch  thei|i  from 
thence  ? 

2.  Thofe  who  have  gone  no 
further  than  the  coafb  of  A" 
fricay  or  even  nearer,  for  it 
(16);  becaufe,  dio^  it  be  pro- 
bable, that  feveral  parts  of 
Africa  might  abound  with 
gold,  fpices,  ivory,  and  thofe 
other  merchandizes;  or,  ac-* 
cording  to  others,  that  the 
Indians  might  bring  them  thi- 
ther ;  yet  the  firtheft  coaft  of 
Africa  was  not  diftant  enough 
from  Exion-gebef,  to  have  ta- 
ken up  fo  much  time  'as  three 


(l^  Vid»  vol.  ii.  p,  176,  (U).  dsf  Pri4eaux  conneB.  lib.  u  (J4)  Ant* 

/.  viiL  e,  %.         (15^  Getiihr,  Arr.  Mont.  Cbrifi.Col»mb.  yatahl.  Pifiel.  ^  ah 
(16)  Grot,  in   I  THig.  ix*  Bu(t.  dijirt,  d§  navig.  SaUm.  ^i49.  dot  Sant» 
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fpicw,  ebony,  and  other  curious  wood,  ivoir,  pcacocl 
monkeys,  and  other  rarities  ^    The  gold  itfelf  amount 

«  I  Kings  ix.  ver.  ult.  x.zz.    2  Chron.  viii.  1 5,  &  feqq. 

years,  though  we  ihould  alloiy 
that  they  went  to  a  different 

fea-port  for  each  merchandize; ; 

much  lefs  to  fome  of  (bofe  places 

mentioned  by  fome  of  thofe  au- 
thors, which  are  a  great  deal 

nearer  to  it. 

Laftly,     we    may    reckon 

among  them  that  have  miffed 

the  mark,thofe  who  have  fallen 

into  the  notion,    that  Ezion- 

geber  was  not  on  the  coafts  of 

the  Red  Sea,  but  of  the  MeJi- 

terranean  (17).      This    they 

have  indeed  fuppofed,  in  order 

\o  avoid    the    difficulty    into 

which    Huctius    Humbled,    by 

making  the  canal  of  commu- 
nication between  thofe  two  feas 

to  have  been  opened  in  David's 

time;    but  this  has  been  full/ 

confuted    by    feveral   learned 

authors  (18;.     But,  whatever 

the  difficulty  be  of  finding  a 

paffage  from    E^on-geher    to 

the  Mediterranean,  it  cannot 
Ipe  fuppofed  to  have  been  fitua- 
ted  any-where  but  on  the  Red 
Sea,  without  doing  manifell 
violence  to  the  text;  becaufe 
there  is  not  one  fingle  inftance 
of  qiDQ'  ram  Suph  fignify. 
mg  the  Ue^iterranean,  or  any 
other  th^n  the  Red  Sea ;  and 
fecondly,  becaufe  Ezion-geier 
is  faid  to  have  been  beljde  M/otJ!;, 
which  laft  is  always  placed  on 
the  Red  Sea  (ig).       ^'    '    ■ 


,    Among  thofe  who  have  <» 
jcdlurcd  with  more  probabilit 
we  ihall  mention,  firft  of  9, 
thofe  who  place  it,  with  %, 
/^«/,in  fome  part  of  the  Ea^ 
Indies  (  20 ),     though  witho 
adhering  too  clofc  to  the  pan 
cular  place  which  each  of  thei 
has  made  choice  of,    wlictht 
m  the  kingdom  of  Malabm 
or  the  ifles  of  Seylan  or  Ti^ 
brana  (21),    pr  in  Siam  (2a] 
or  m  any  of  thofe  neighbouriiH 
iflands  or  kingdoms  beyond  ti^ 
^^nges  (23),   or  that  of>«w 
whofc  mhabitants  pretend  to  b< 
defcended    from    the    7««x, 
whom  Solomon  fent  thither  t« 
work  in  the  golden  mines  {24) . 
for  we  think  it  labour  loll  to 
feek  for  a  coundy  that  pro- 
duced all  the  different  kinds  of 
merchandizes  which  the  fleet 
brought  into  Judea,  when  they 
had  time  enough  to  fetch  fom^ 
from  one  place,  and  fome  from 
another;  or,  which  is  equally 
probable,  when  they  might  be 
brought  hyz^XIndian  merchants 
from  feveral  parts  of  India  into 
lome  common  emporium.    All 
thefe,  by  fuppofmg  the  fleet  to 
fall  from  the  RtdSea  into  the 
oeean,    through    the    Ferfian 
)h. 


^ean  Prideaux  obferves 
next,  that  it  was  the  voyage  to 
farjhijh,  which  took  up  three 


(IJ)  Gor^p,  J^ican,  Shar.  Born,  &  al.  /i«  j  Af    a 

fac.  15.  Calm,  pfoligom.   n  Genet,  Yj.  )  J-//  l^ri^/^- Jf''  ^^VP^' 

JwAfr.  mt.  tn  Ortel,  r^r^  v:a    k^l .    *  /  '^^T*  *-'  tf(.         (20)  Ltie, 

year| 
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woods  tbe  king  Keftowed  in  adorning  the  galleries  about 

temple,  and  in  making  a  great  number  of  muiical  inftruin< 

for  the  fcrvice  of  God  *. 

f  quiin      Among  the  great  perfons  whom  his  fame  broQg;bt 

^lithsi^Jerufalem^  the  moft  confiderable  was  the  queen  of   I 

^t  to    ba  (o}y  a  princefs  of  fuch  excellent  wifdom,  and  extra 

v:  dk 

'  2  Chron.  ix. 


and  other  valuable  forts  of 
wood ;  to  fay  nothing  of  fpiccs, 
peacocks,  parrots,  apes,  and 
other  fuch  creatures  ( 26 )  ; 
and,  by  its  diftance,  bed  an- 
fvcrs  to  the  length  of  the  voy- 
age. 

All  that  we  ftiall  fay  further, 
is,  that  this  Ophir  gold  was  in 
great  plenty  in  Judea^  even  in 
Davsd*s  time;  fince  he  left 
3000  talents  of  it  for  the  fcrvice 
of  the  temple,  befides  the  5000 
talents  which  the  princes  of 
the  people  offered  for  the  fame 
tmrpofe (27).  Now,  as  we  can 
hardly  believe  cither  of  them 
to  have  been  fo  munificent,  as 
to' have  given  more  than  a  cer- 
tain  proportion  of  it ;  fhould 
we  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  even 
«  third  part,  there  muft  have 
been  at  leaft  24,000  talents  of 
^t  metal  in  this  kingdom; 
this  prodigious  fum  could  never 
be  heaped  together  from  the 
T>arc  fpoil  of  the  neighbouring 
nations ;  it  is  more  reafonable  to 
believe,  that,  having  conquer- 
ed the  Edomites,  and  taken 
Eiotif  and  Esdon-geber^  David 
fet  himfdf  about  opening  a 
commerce  from  thence,  by 
the  affiflance  of  Hiram's  expert 
failors;  fo  that  his  fon  did  but 
iniprove  what  the  father  had 


ver.  II. 

began,  by  inlargbg  smd  i 
tifying  thofe  two  places,  i 
peopling  them  with  die  1 
mariner^  and  (hip-builders;  a 
in  a  word»  by  encouraging^  : 
vigation  and  commerce  to  H 
a  degree,  as  made  him,  hji 
the  richeft  prince  Qf  his  tk 
and  his  kingdom  the  moft  & 
riihing  in  the  world. 

(S)  Jofiphms  calls  her  i 
eauiis,  and  fay9>  (be  was  qoe 
of  Egypt  and  Ethiopia  {2S 
and  elfewhere,  that  Saba  w 
the  metropolis  of  the  law 
till  Camhyfis  called  it  by  ii 
(iftcr'sname,  A&r#^/(2o),  TJ 
Ethiopians,  accordingly,  pr 
tend  that  (he  was  quern  < 
that  country,  and  preferve  ft 
a  lift  of  her  fucceffors  (50 
They  add,  that  (he  had  a  fc 
by  Sohmon,  whom  (he  fent  I 
be  brought  up  by  him ;  the 
call  him  MetUk,  or  MmiUbei 
and  pretend  that  twenty-four  c 
their  kings  are  defcended  fix>i 
that  prince  fucceffively  down  c 
BaJUides^  who  reigned  in  di 
middle  of  the  1 7th  centuiy  (31' 
Some  antient  writers  likcwi( 
acknowlege,  that  that  couatr 
was  fome  time  governed  b^ 
women  (32). 

The  Arabians,  on  the  otho 
hand,  claim  this  queen  as  thdi 


(26)  Vld.  Varen:  &  at.  defer,  Japon. 
fi9>  (%t)  Ant.  t,v\lue,^,  (29) 

Hier,  Ahntid.  &  Ludolpb,  bifi.  JEthiop, 
'  {li)  Strob,  Uh,  zyi*  e.  17.     JPlin,  /.  vi.  €,  26. 


(27)  Vid,  I  Cbrm.  xxix.'  4,  Q 
Uid,  I,  ii.  r.  10,  (30)  yid 

(31)  J(d.  U>.  lib.  ii.  «.  ^4i^/«f 
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binary  opulence,  that  (he  feemed  to  come  to  vie  with  the 
'Jewijh  moharch,  by  the  fumptuoufnefs  of  her  equipage, 
the  richfiefe  of  her  prefents,  and  the  number  of  hard 
queftion^  (he  put*  tp  him.  She  brought  with  her  a  vaft 
^umber  of  camels  laden  with  gold,  precious  ftones,  and 
fuch  rich  fpices  and  perfumes,  as  had  not  till  then  beea 
jknown  even  in  8olomon*s  court.     By  all  thefe,  one  may 

fruefs  at  the  fplendidnefs  of  her  equipage  and  retinue ;   and 
t  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  (he  would  have  engaged  with 
a  prince  (o  univerfally  famed  for  wifdom,  if  ihe  had  not 
bad  fome  confiderable  (hare  of  it  herfelf :  but,  after  having 
tried,  him  with  all  the  fubtile  and  enigmatic  qiieftions  (he 
had  prepared  for, him,  (he  found  in  him  fuch  a  resuiinels 
in  folying,  and  fuch  a  fagacity  in  explaining  his  anfwers, 
that  he  feemed  even  to  prevent  her  thoughts  ^ ;  infomu^ 
that  (he   owned  herfelf  fully  fatisfied,  that  he  was  noC 
without  juft  reafon  efteemed  the  Mnfeft  prince  of  his  time. 
The  king  then  entertained  her  with  a  view  of  the  temple, 
of  his    palaces  and    gardens,    and   all  the   magnificence 
of  his  court   and  capital  ;    at  which  (he  expre(red  her 
extreme  fatisfa^tion  in   the  moft  refpe£tful    terms,    and 
prefented  the  king  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  talent^  of 

f  I  Kings  X.  3. 

pwn ;  thfjy  call  her  Balii/^,  But,  fetting  afide  thefe  tri- 
and  pretend  that  fhe  was  queen  fling  ftories^  the  opinion  of 
pf^rA^iVi,andhadherrefidence  thofe  who  thinks  that  that 
in  the  city,  of  Mareb^   which    princefs    came    from  Arabia^ 

fhey  make  t|ie  metropolis  of  feems  certainly  the  moft  pro- 

the  province  of  Saba,     They  bable  of  the  two ;  among  many 

bave  prcferved  alfo  her  genea-  other  reafons,    becaufe  (he  is 

'^gy>  as  well  as  the  hiftbry  of  called  in  the  gofpcl,  thi  quern 

licr  journey  to  Judea^   which  ofthtfouthy  and  is  faid  to  have 

they  have  ftufFed  with  other  come  from  the  uttermoft  parts 

fables ;  among  others,  that  fhe  of  the  earth  (34)  \   which  an- 

ivas  married  to  Solomon ;   and  fwcrs  exadlly  to  Arabia  Felix^ 

that,  after  her  return  to  Arabia^  which  lies  fouth  of  Judia^  and 

:hat  prince  ufed  to  keep  40  epi^  is  bounded  by  the  ocean.     To 

lolarycorrefpondence  with  her,  which  we  may  add,  that  it  a- 

»y  means  of  a  bird  which  they  bounded  widi  gold^    predons 

ailed  bv4buii  a  kind  of  lap-  ftones,  and  fine  perfumer,  more 

ring  or  pu^t*  which  ufe4  to  than  any  other  country  there- 

any  letters  between  them  (33).  abouts. 

(si)   f^  BeMtf,  hibtioU  oritnt.  fib  voc.  Bifikifi,  (34)  Mgu. 

ii.  4a. 
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fold,  a  great  number  of  predous  ftones,  and  rich  perfu 
olomoHf  on  the  other  hand,  was  too  generous  not  to  n 
her  fuitable  returns,  and  difinifTed  her  with  the  fbroi 
proofs  of  his  munificence  ^. 

Hitherto  we  have  feen  nothing  in  that  prince's 
but  what  gives  us  thehigheft  idea  of  his  wifdom,  piety, 
magnificence ;  but  the  remainder  of  his  reign  proved 
Hisdefee-  otherwife,    and  &ohm$n^  emphatically  called  the  wife, 
iioftp         loved  of  God,  and  admired  by  all  the  world  for  (b  m 
excellent  virtues,  became  fuch  a  ilave  to  the  paffion  of  Ic 
in  his  old  age,  that  he  ventured  to  marry  an  amazing  mu 
tude  of  flrange  women,  without  diftin&ion  of  nation,  co( 
try,  or  religion,  and  without  the  leaft  regard  to  God's 
prefs  commands  to  the  contrary  ^    till  at  length  he  but  ] 
fadly  verified  the  divine  warning  ^,  by  fufFering  himfelf 
be  feduced  into  all  m^ner  of  idolatry.     The  number  of 
wives  amounted  to  700,  befides  300  concubines,  or  wi5 
of  the  fecond  rank  ;  and  his  compl^ifance  for  them  went 

idolatries  ^*''>  ^  ^^  ^^^^^  *''^*  ^^^  temples  to  all  th^eir  deities  ;  ini 
*  much  that  the  neighbourhood  of  Jirufalfm^  if  not  the  d 
itfe}f,  was  filled  with  idols  and  temples  \  and  the  mount 
Oihe^y  which  was  over-againfl  it,  was  defiled  with  two  a 
tars,  the  one  to  Chemojh  the  god  of  Moab^  and  another  1 
Moloch  the  god  of  the  Ammomtes.  Such  a  fliamcful  dcfe£lic 
could, not  but  be  highly  difpleafmg  to  Goi>;  and  Solerm 
was  foon  after  made  fenfible  of  it,  when  he  appeared  tl 
third  time  to  him  in  a  dream,  and  told  him,  that  his  ir 
gratitude  would  coft  his  fuccefTors  the  lofs  of  his  kingdoix 
tfte  tribe  of  Judah  excepted,  which  he  would  leave  tbcra 
jn  confideration  of  his  former  promife  to  David,  for  whoi 
fake  he  alfo  forbore  to  rend  the  other  tribes  from  him  ti 
after  his  death.  Whether  this  fevere  denunciation  awake 
him  to  i-epentance,  or  whether  he  died  immerfed  in  hi 
idolatry  and  lufl,  the  text  doth  no-where  tell  us ;  whai 
and  death.  i\i^  opinion  of  Jews  and  Chri/liam  is  about  it,  may  b( 

Year  of  fgen  in  the  next  note  (W).     He  died  in  the  fortieth  yeai 

o 
'^Vid 


the  Hood 

Be?  Chr       ^  '  ^'"g' ""  ^4'  ^  ^^^^ 
^'-  ,       Deut.vii.3,&feqq. 

ij^^  (W)  Of  thofe  that  be- 
lieve So/omofi  heartily  repented 
of  all  his  extravagancies,  are, 
among  the  7-pw/,  the  Talmud- 
ip,  who  affirm,  that  God  fen t 
Afmodeui  to  fbip  him  of  all 
his  ^ory,  and  drive  him  from 


r 


2  Chron.  ix.  i,  &  feqq. 


his  throne;  upon  which,  the) 
make  him  lead  fuchaftrangc 
life,  4$  looks  more  like  a 
phrenfy,  than  a  true  repent* 
ancc.  As  for  Jofephm^  he 
only  attributes  his  vices  to  the 
weaknpfs  of  old-age,  without 
2  faying 
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r  his  reign,  and  about  the  fifty-eighth  df  his  age;   and 

was 

not  caufe  to  dt fart  from  him^  m 
I  did  from  Saul :  and  much 
more  to  the  famepurpofe  (45). 
It  is  likewife  faid,  in  an- 
other place  (46),  that  Rebo^ 
hoam  and  his  fubjeds  walked 
in  the  way  of  David  and  So- 
lomon but  three  years;  and  ai^ 
terwards,  that  he  did  evil  in 
the  iight  of  the.  Jjord  (47). 
Solomon  swzy 9  therefore,  bong 
put  with  that  of  David,  and 
oppofed  to  .that  of  his.  wicked 
fon,  argues,  accordii^  to^them, 
that  it  was  right ;  which  could 
not  have  been  iaid  of  it,  if  he 
had  died  impenitent. 

Some  pretend,  that  the  Pf«- 
verh  were  written  after  his 
lepeittahce,  and  qvote  two 
places  for  it  f  the  one,  whe» 
he  complains,  that  he  w» 
more  brutiBi  than  any  man, 
having  neither  underftandinj^ 
wifdom,  nor  knowlege  of  the 
Holy  One  (48)  j  for  they  pro- 
tend, that  Jgmr  there  is  Solo^ 
mort',  the  other  is  ftill  wider, 
being  only,  ^fxording  to  the 
^i^/jy^Wverfion,  which  mabes 
him  fay,  Jt  length  I  repenttd^ 
and  afplted  wffelf  to  lime  after 
a  better  nde.%  whereas,  in  the 
original)  he  only  fays,  that, 
having  obferved  the  field  of  a 
ilothful  man  over-run  with 
nettles  — he  confidered  well 
about  it,  and  received  inftruc* 
tion  (49). 


109 


lying  any  thing  of  his  repent- 
nce(4i). 

The,Chriftians,  bothantient 
nd  modern,  who  have  em- 
raced  the  notion,  that  Solo- 
mon repented  before  his  death, 
ire  too  numerous  to  be  quoted 
lere :  we  fhall  infert  their 
aames  in  the  margin  ( 42 ), 
md  mention  the  principal  rea-. 
Tons  which  have  led  them  to 
it.  In  the  firft  place,  many  of 
them  have  followed  the  notion 
of  fome  of  the  fathers  above- 
quoted,  that  the  book  of  £r- 
tUfiafies  was  the  refult  of  his  pe- 
nitent meditations,  after  he  was 
returned  to  a  fenfc  of  himfelf ; 
and  thefe  are  very  numerous 
(43).  There  are,  indeed,  in 
that  book,  a  number  of  ex- 
preffions,  which  are  Very  like 
thofe  of  a  perfon  who  fieels  a 
fenfible  remorfe  for  his  pad  ex- 
travagances, and  is  defirous  to 
forewarn  others  againft  them 

(44). 

Another  argument  for  his 

repentance  is  taken  fifom  the 

promife  made  by  God  to  his 

father;     where,   (peaking  of 

Solomon,  whom  he  had  chofen 

to  build  his  temple,  he  adds, 

Inviil  eftahUJh  bis  kingdom, for 

i*ver:  J  tuill  be  to  him  a  fa- 

ther,  and  he  Jball  be  a  fon  to 

me :    if  he  commit  iniquity,    I 

*will  chaftife  him  nmth  the  rod 

,of  men:^^but  my  mercy  fwill  I 


(41)  Jnt,  I  ▼in;  r.  3.  (42)  Inn,  U  iv.    Mtirti^  ap.  Epipbon,  de  b^nf. 

Baecbiar.  epifi,  de  nciptend,  lapjis.    Hilar,  in  Pf.  Ivi.  (^  cxxvi,  Cyril.  Hier^. 

tatecb.  ii.     Hiergn.  in  Exek,  xiii.  &  abb,  Greg.  Tbdmn.  &  a/.  (4?)  1%» 

jiquin.  Hofo  Cardinal.  Paul,  Comefior,  Genebrand.  Cbemnit.  J.  Henr.  Heideg. 
'  J^mer.  Mercer.  VJfer.  Jun.  TremeK  &  al.plurim.  (^)  Fid.  int.  aU 

'^Mcclef.  i.  1,  &fefo.  ii.  pajf.  ui.  17,  ^feqq.xu  @  xvipd/f.  (45)  2  Sam, 

.  vii.  1 3,  ftf /<?ff .     Pfaf,  Ixxxix.  19,  ^fi^.  ad  37.  &  afibi  paff,  (^^)  % 

1  Cbr^n.  xL  17.     (47)  Uid.  xii.  14.      (48)  Prrr.  xxx.  a,  3.  &  jtqq.     {^^^Ylhid, 

*xiv.  30,  y  yiff. 

-  '-  NotwithS 
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Wb9         head.     'JudahzxA  Benjamin^  however,  adhered   to  It 

cbofi  Jc-    hdaniy  and  conveyed   him  with  all  fpeed  to  yerupalent 

roboam     avoid  his  being  infultcd  by  the  revolters.     He  iminedia 

for  their  raifed   an  army  out  of  the  two  tribes,   which  muA 

^if^l*         i8o,coo  valiant  men,  to  reduce  the  reft  to  their  obediec 

but,  whilft  they  were  preparing  for  a  battle,  the  proj 

Shemaiah  came,  and  acquainted  them,  that  this  defe<! 

Was  from  God,  and  perfuaded  them  to  defift;    which  i 

readily  did  for  the  prefent,  though  there  were  contii 

bickerings  between  thofe  two  kings  all  their  life.     Jerobc 

on  the  other  hand,  thought  on  nothing  but  how  to  fee 

bis  new-gotten  kingdom ;  and  took  die  advantage   of  i 

peaceful  interval,  to  rebuild  Shechem  and  Penuely  the  i 

mer  of  which  he  made  the  place  of  his  refidence.     But  tl 

was  ftill  one  thing,  which  he  feared  might,  in  time,   rco 

cile  the  ten  tribes  to  the  houfc  of  DavidL,  namely,  their 

ing  three  times  a  year  to  Jerufalem ;    to  prevent  which, 

facrificed  religion  to  his  fafety,  and  fct  ip  a  couple  of  golc 

calves,  the  one  at  Dan^  and  the  other  at  Bethel^  wfi 

His  idola-^^^^  ^^  *®  *^^  extremities  of  the  kingdom,  to  which  pla< 

g^^  he  conimanded  the  people  to  repair  for  the  worihip  of  Go 

without  going  to  Jerufalem.     He  likewife  built  {omc  t© 

pies  and  altars  in  the  high-places  ;  and,  becaufe  the  Lez/i 

adhered  to  Rehoboam^  he  made  priefts  to  his  deities    c 

of  the  lees  of  his  people,  without  regard  to  tribe  or  d 

fert  \ 

The  dedication  of  th^  two  calves  was  proclaim 
through  Ifrael^  and  a  great  concourfe  of  people  had  flock 
to  Bethel y  when  a  prophet  was  fent  thither  by  God, 
denounce  the  deftruftion  gf  the  new  altar  by  a  future  ki 
of  Judah^  named  Jofiah  ;  and,  for  a  proof  of  his  pi 
di£tion,  he  told  them,  that  it  (hould  then  receive  fuel 
crack,  that  the  cinders  would  run  out  through  the  rer 
and  the  thing  happened  accordingly  upon  the  fpot*  ] 
roboam  was-ftanding  by  the  altar,  being  juft  going' to  ol 
,  incenfe  upon  it  (Y)  j    and,  when  he  heard  the  prophc 

.   .  thrcatenir 

*  I  Kings  xii.  paff. 


(Y)  It  feemsy  by  this  a£Uon, 
as  if  Jerohoam  had  defigned  to 
join  the  royal  dignity  and  the 
highrpricfthood  together  in  his 
own  perfon.  The  places  he 
made  choice  of  to  fet  up  his 
two  idols,  were  not  only  very 


commodious  on  account 
their  fituation,  but  had  b( 
frequented,  time  out  of  mil 
by  the  people.  Bethel  % 
had  in  great  reverence,  as  hi 
ing  been  reforted  to  by  the  ] 
triarchs,  and  confecrated  in 
pecul 
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the  flood 

1376. 


fkmficryofthije^  ^ 

thither  to  ferve  God,  tcooiding  to  the  laivr  of  Jd&Z 
tbat  he  faw  his  fubje&t,  iaa  little  timci  as  numcr 
thoie  of  bis  rovolted  riraU.  But  that  weak  princ 
(puree '  continued  three  years  in  the  true,  ferried  €if  < 
before  he  fell  into  the  viloft  idolatries,  and  eiren  outd 
revdtid  tJratSus  '•  For  thefe,  God  ftirred  op  a  | 
adrerbry  againft  th^m,  &hifl)al  king  of  Egfpt^  vrlu3 
many  of  their  fenced  cities,  and  drove  the  wealcfai 
Chrift  Judah  into  the  metropolis  for  flidlter.  Here  the  pr 
972-  '^httnmnh  took  occafion  to  upbraid  them  with  thmr  i^iri 
^'■^V^^  nefs,  which  had  brought  this  diftrefi  upon  tfaein 
threatened  the  ruin  of  the  city ;  and  his  fpeecfa  fa; 
good  an  effed  upon  them,  tbat  they  humbled  tbemi 
before  God,  and,  by .  acknowleging  the  juftics  of 
punUiment,  avoided  the  Severity  of  it*.  Sbiflkik 
tented  himfelf  with  ftrippins  the  temple  and  p«b,ces  c 
xhiix  golden  (bields  and  veflels,  and  left  diem  (o  fidaA 
€>thers|  in  their  room  of  a  bafcr  metal*  This  happ^no 
the  fifth  year  of  Rihaiiom ;  after  which  he  reiga»d  tw 
years  longer  peaceably,  except  a  few  flcirmiflies  with 
king  of  Ifroilf  and  died  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
rcigh  (Z). 

Jeroboam  had  reigned  eighteen  years  iii  1/ra^J^  vd 
Jbijamj  or  Abijahj  as  h«i  is  called  in  the  book  ofCH 
niciiSy  came  to  the  crown.    He  immediately  pot  four  hi 
dred  thbuiand  men  in  arms,,  and  enoamped  with  diem  1 
on  mount  Zemararm  upon  the  borders  ot  Ephrainij  wh 
i^oQ.     Jtriham  met  bim  with  an  aitmy  of. double  that  numb 
Bef.Ciiriil  'The. two  kings  being  within  hearing  of  each  odier,  A 
958.    jamy^t^dxk  with  upbraiding  his  competitor  with  his  fa 

^  %  Cbi-oii.  ad.  $,  &  fe^        *  X  Kings  xiv.  23, 34.       *  \ 
i  Chrom  xii,  paiT. 


boamTf 
death. 


AbiJabV 
nign. 
Year   of 
the  flood 


(Z)  He  had  eighteen  wive?, 
ad»d  ftxty  .t:oMubin€6,  SLt4  by 
them  twenty-eight  fons,  and 
iixty  daaghter^  ;  bat^  iX  all 
his  wives,  he  beft  loved  Maa- 
chi^s  the  daagkter,  or  rather 
graad-dau^htcf  of  Mijbabm 
(5h  by  wbiMn  he  had  four 
fons^  the  ekieft  of  whom'  he 
preferred  to  all  his  other  fans' 


to.  fucce^d  \kvsfk  y  for  which  c 
h^  ha4  him  brought  up  anc 
him,  whilft  he  diCpofed  of 
his  children  in  dtfier  cities 
his  kingdom,  to'  be  educated  0 
der  proper  tcftoft,  ia  a  maiu] 
fuitahle  to  their  rank  (6).  li 
hiftory  wauwritten  by  the  pj 
phets  iU»  and  SJkmm^i  (7}^ 


ad  Jin.  (7)  Bid.  xiu  15. 


(6)  2  &ews  n*.  II 

.  f  xtra^Sioii 
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extra&ion,   atid  bafer  anions, 

vaht  to  Solomon^  he  had  taken  t 

Mreaknefs   to  deprive  him  of  th 

dom,  and  had  endeavoured  to  { 

people  from  the  worihip  of  Go 

idolatries.      He  concluded  with 

expeft  nothing  but  ruin  and  dei 

m^nt  for  his  rebeUion  to  hb  Go 

came  againft  him  with  an  army 

fully   adhered  to  the  fervice  of 

hardened  a  politician  to  fuffisr  1 

intimidated  by  fuch  reproaches  s 

gyve  him  the  hearing,  be  had  cq 

tnen  to  file  round  the  hill,  and  t 

whilfl  he  attacked  him  in  front ; 

eacecuted,  that  the  king  of  Jui 

by  the  enemy  tdbre  he  was  aw 

caufed  an  univer£il  outcry  in  hi 

likelihood,  have  occaiioncd  an 

Providence  declared  on  their  fie 

complete  vidory  orer  the  Ifrat 

hundred  thoufaAd  fAi  oiH  the  fpc 

Aory^  and  retook  feveral  confic 

particularly  that  of  Bethel^  ani 

much,  that  he  never  could  recovc 

the  fliort  timd  of  his  reign,  wl 

in  all  (A). 

Asa  fucceeded  AUjam  in  th 
hoam.  He  was  a  religious  prir 
years  of  his  reigfi  were  bleflfed  w 
part  of  that  time  in  pui^ng  his  k 
iih  abominations,  which  bis  pr< 
in  it.  So  fincere  was  his  zeal 
he  depofed  his  own  mother  for 
erc^ing  a  grove  for  the  worfhip  < 
he  caufcd  to  be  deftroyed,  with 

(A)  Mij^    left    fourteen  &t 

wivesf   amd  twenty-two  fons^p  wi 

and  was  fucceeded  bv  4/^.  His  nn, 

hikwy  was  written  by  the  pro-  ye 

pdMt  Idth  (7).    All  chat  is  far-  afi 

tber  recorded  of  him  is^  that  he  tw 

followed  the  finful  ways  of  his  ce 

(7)  »  Cbnn.  xi&  «i,  S/<f •        (8)  i  Ki 
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6f  irreligion,  except  the  high-pUces,  which  he  endcmvc 
ed  in  vain  to  divert  the  people  from.  He  alfo  put 
whole  kingdom  in  a  good  pofture  of  defence,  by  fort 
ing  feveral  important  places,  and  entertaining  an  rnnnj 
580,000  men,  300^000  of  which  were  of  the  tribe 
Judahy  famous  tor  handling  the  urget  and  fpear  ; 
reft,  which  were  moft  of  BntjanttHj  are  likewitie  ec 
brated  for  their  uncommon  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  1 
ihield  and  bow  \  His  riches  increauing  with  hit  mig^ 
he  likewife  adorned  the  temple  with  a  quantity  of  gi 
and  filver  vefTels  in  the  room  of  thofe  which  the  king 
Egypt  had  carried  away.,  In  the  fecond  year  of  his  rcig 
Nadab  fuceeeded  Jiroboam  in  Jfrael ;  but  nothing  hj 
pened  remarkable  during  his  two  years  reign,  except  I 
cleaving  to  the  fins  of  bis  father,  and  his  being  killed 
thefiege  of  Gibbetbonj  a  fortreis  belonging  to  the  Pbiliftim 
by  Baajhoj  z  man  of  the  tribe  of  IJfachary  vAiOy  havij 
feized  upon  the  kingdom,  deftroyed  the  whole  race  ( 
Jeroboam  J  according  to  the  prophet's  word^. 

At  length,  Afa  faw  his  kingdom  attacked  by  an  aria 
of  1,000,000  CuJhiteSy  befides  chariots,  with  Zerab  tt 
Ethiopian  ?x^ht\xht9A{Wj.  Jfa^  who  trufted  more  i 
God,  than  in  hb  own  ftrength,  was  nothing  terrified  1 
this  numerous  hoft,  but  cameagainft  him  wm  his  arm^ 
and,  after  a  fharp  battle,  which  was  fought  at  il6r^^i& 
totally  routed  the  Ethiopians^  and  returned  to  Jeru/a 
lem  laden  with  their  fpoil..  Soon  after  his  arrival  at  hti 
metropolis,  he  facrificed  a  confiderable  portion  of  thefpoi! 
to  the  fervice  of  God  ;  and  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  him- 
felf  encouraged  by  a  prophet,  and  to  fee  multitudes  flodi 
to  him  from  feveral  of  the  revolted  tribes,  whom  eithei 
his  zeal  or  fuccefs  drew  away  from  Baojha^  the  new- 
made  king  of  IfraeL 

^  Comp.  1  Kings  xv.  9,  U  feq.  k  %  Chron.  xiv.  t.  ad  9. 
«  I  Kings  XV.  27,  &  feq. 


Year  of 
the  Bood 

Bef.  Chr. 
953- 

Nadab 
ftain. 

AiaV 
miQory 
vtuer  the 
Cafhites. 
Year  of 
the  flood 
1407. 
Bef.  Chr. 
94K 


(B)  Archbiftiop  Ujhtr  (66) 
places  this  famous  a^ion  in 
thefirft  year  of -^'s  reign  ; 
other  chronoiogers  about  the 
'  fifteecnth  (67).  We  have  fol- 
lowed the  author  of  the  fecond 
book  of  CbronicleSf    who  af- 


firms, that  there  was  peace 
during  the  firft  ten  years  (6%) ; 
and  that  Afa  offered  great  &- 
crifices  at  JtrufaUm  in  the  £A 
teenth  year  of  his  reign,  as  t 
thankfgiving  for  his  late  Ti^« 
ly  (69). 


(66)  Ann.Jub  A,  M.  306^ 
Ct/wif,  &  ak  (6$)  Cbap.  xiv,  i. 


(67)  '^  &  Sir  If,  Newt,  cbrml  t.  oa« 

It 


r 


C  VII.  to  the  Babylonifti  d^tivity^  117 

It  was,  probably,  this  continaaldefedion  which  caured 
a  feries  of  fkirmUhes  between  the  two  kings,  and  obliged 
^e  latter  to  build  the  fortrefs  of  Ramahj  to  fiop  the  com- 
munication between  the  two  kingdoms.    He  was  then 
leagued  with  the  king  of  Syria  ;    and  Jfa^  afraid  of  en- 
gaging two  fucb  powerful  enemies,  found  no  better  ex- 
{ledient  than  to  bribe  Betdtadad  to  break  his  alliance  with 
him,  and   to  caufe  fome  powerfol  diverfion  in  his  king-* 
dora.     To  this  end  hefent  him' all  the  gold  that  he  could  Makes  an 
£ad,  both  in  bis  own  treafur3r,  and  in  that  of  the  teniple  3  ^Uiana 
which  had  fuch  an  influence  upon  the  Syrian  king,  that  «^'^*  Ben- 
he  took  all  the  fenced  cities  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali^  hadad- 
and  obliged  Baaft>a  to  defift  from  his  enterprise,  to  go 
and  defend  bis  territories  ^     As  foon  as  he  was  departed 
from  Samaby  Afa  ifTued  out  a  proclamation,  and  ordered 
his  fubjeds,  none  excepted,  to  tranfport  all  the  materials 
of  that  fortrefs  to  Gtha  of  Benjamin^    and  to  Mixpth  m 
the  tribe  of  yudah^  and  to  fortify  thofe  two  places  with 
riiem  (B).     He  died  in  the  forty-firft  year  of  his  reign,  His  death, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  bi^  fon  Jehojhaphat, 

^  I  Kings  j(v.  18,  8c  feq«    See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  302. 

(B)  About  this  time  the pro^  the  phyfician  for  help  (70). 
I^het  Hanani  took  the  liberty         The  book  of  Xangs  barely 
to  come  and  reprove  Jfa  for  (ays,  that  ))e  was  buried  with 
his  weaknefs,  in  feeking  help  hisanceftors  (71) ;  but  that  oT 
from  Binbadad,  when  he  had  the  Chronicles  (72)  adds,  that  - 
been  fo  lately  viddrious  over  he   was  embalmed,   and  laid 
the  Eibicpian  hoft  1    but  the  upon  a  ibudy  bed,  covered  with 
king,  who  was  by  this  time  fpices,  and  odoriferous  drugs ; 
grown  impatient,  byreafonof  and  that  they  made  a  great 
adiftemper  in  his  feet,  proba-  burning  for  him:  from  which 
bly  th^  gout,  was  Co  exafpe-  ibme  have  concluded,  that  the 
^^ed  at  his  boldnefs,  that  he  cuHom  of  burning  the  bodies 
caft  him  into  prifan.     He  was  of  princes   began    from  J/a, 
likewifeguilty  of  fome  cruelties  and   that  they  dcpolitcd  the 
towards  other  perfons,   upon  bones  and  aflies  in  their  fepul- 
what  pretence,   the  text  doth  cres.     We  have  endeavoured 
not  fay  i  but  it  is  likely,  that  to  confute  this  notion,  and  to 
his  difeafe  had  inclined  him  to  reconcile  the  feeming  contra- 
st, becaufe  it  is  obferved  to  didion  of  thefe  twj  accounts, 
have  leifened  his  confidence  in  in  a  former  note,  to  which  we 
Gon,  and  to  have  fent  him  to  teftr  the  reader  (73). 

l|7o)  %  Cbron,  3vi.  t«,   &  feq/    (71)  i  Xingtvr*  a4«         {l^)^Cbroti, 
xVu  ule.         (73)  y.d.fup,  W.iii./.  173,  &  \Q,)* 
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Year  of       Baasha  all  this  whik  continiied  in  the  idcdatrio^ 

the  flood  ^eroboam^  and  in  confiant  war  with  the  kii^  of  ffuL 

141 8.     when  Jihuy  the  fon  of  Hanami^  came. from  the  LoJtp 

Bcf.  Chr.  fell  him,  that,  fince  he  had  imitated  his  predeceflor  io 

930-     fins,  he  ihould.likewife  fliare  in  his  puniflunent,  mod 

^^^^^^"^^^  cut  oflF,  with  his  pofteritj.     Baajba  di(d  foon  after»  a 

was  fucceeded  by  bia^n  Elabj  who  afi»ided  the  thro 

in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  Jfa^^  reign.     He  had  (cm 

reigned  two  years,  before  he  telt  theeficAs  of  Jdm\  pn 

diction :  he  was  then  at  the  fccge  of  GMtfhan^  whc 

/•If    1^  '^i^riy  who  commanded  over  his  chariots,  flew  hifn»  ai 

Id  ^^^'^^^  "P^**  ^^  kingdom.     Zimri*8  revn  laftcd  but  fevi 

JyZim  i    ^^^'  Omriy  another  general  officer,  befaigchofen  king  I 

^       '^ '  the  army ;  yet  he  found  time  enough,  in  that  ihort  fpao 

to  deftroy  the  whole  race  of  Baajha^  even  tp  his'aoft  d 

itaht  relations.     Omri  left  Gibbetbon^  and  came  to  befic( 

bim  in  Tirzah ;  but,  before  he  could  enter  that  city,  Zm 

ri  went  into  the  royal  palace,  and,  fetting  it  on  fire,  bum 

himfclf  in  it  s.     However,    he  reigoed  long  enough  ti 

ihew  himfelf  unworthy  of  his  kingdom,  by  his  propenik; 

to  yeroboam's  idolatry. 

OMfti  had  another  competitor,  Tibni  tht  ton  of  G^ath 
whom  one  part  of  the  people  had  elefted  kjng ;  but  th< 
party  of  Omri^  being  much  the  flrongpr,  foon  perfuadc< 
the  reft  to  join  with  them  ;  fo  Tibni  was  killed,  and  Omn 
reigned  unrivalled.  This  happened  in  the  thUty-firft  yeai 
of  Jfa*$  reign. 

During  the  firft  6x  years  of  his  i;e«n#  Tirzab  biwi 

then  the  royal  palace  of  zefidence,  Omri  bcHigbt  the  h«li 

of  &omeronj  or  Samaria^  of  one  Shimer^  for  two  t^knti 

of  fHver ;  and  b^iit  the  city  of  that  naipie  upon  it,  whict 

he  made  afterwards  the  metropolis  of  his  kingdom.     Wi 

have  nothing  more  recorded  of  him,  extept  that  he  reigned 

another  fix  years  in  Samaria^  in  all  the  finful  ways  of  hia 

predeceflors;  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  who  proved 

ftill  more  wicked  than  anv  of  them^. 

Ahabi/W      Ah  AB  began  his  reign  m,  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  Jfa^s. 

e/^lfrael.    His  unlawful  marriage  with  Jezibel^  th^  daughter  of  £/*- 

Year  of  taal  king  of  Xidon^  prpvrd  a  conftant  fource  of  idola-f 

the  flood    tries,  and  wicked  deeds.    He  fufFer?^  ber  tp  introduce  the 

1430.     worfliip  of  the  Zidoni^n  deities,  wluch  confifted  in  hu- 

Bef.Chrift 

918. 


Kj^srsJ 


feq. 


I  Kings  xvi.  1,  k  feq.  ad  18. 


*  Ibid.  ver.  21,  & 


man 


C.  yil.  to  ^e  fiibylpiulh  Caftivity .  '  i  ip 

man    iactifipes^    and  in  the  Qioft  abominable  ceretpo- 

BuT»  ^v]aHiV^'/^i&i(7^  and  his  idolatrous  qjueen  were  prepay  Jehofha-, 
^tii|g  th^ir .  i|xq»K;ties^  in  Ifraely  and  murdering  all  thofe,  V^^t  king 
vr better  prophets  or  others,  who  dared  oppofe  them^  y^-^Judah. 
k9jfh0pbat^  TwHo  iucceeded  i^  about  the  latter  end  of  the  ^^^  ^^ 
faurd:x  y^ar  of  jOfab\  reign,  was  deftroying  idolatry,  and  ^^^  ^^^ 


thiftj^^five  j4e«M^  p)d  wheii  he  began  his  reign  ;  and  the  firft 

tbiag  h%  Cet  ab^ut  was,  tl^e  pulling  down  aJl  the  monu-  Hufitty^ 

jB^nts  of  idolatry^  and  fodpmitlcal  groves^  which  hi^  fathef 

bad  ape  been  aMe  to  abolifb  }  ai|d,  Jn  the  third  year  of  hif 

Kign»  he  fent  fonie  of  the  chief  ^fficei^  of  his  court,  witjb 

a-CQfiip^tentDuml^r  of  pridb^n^  L^itef^  with  copies  of 

th^  p0ntatfnfbi^u>  inftru£i  the  people  throughout. his  kingi* 

dom*      At  the  fame  tinie,  he  fortified  2^)1  jthe  copfideralde  tmdfuc^    ' 

pl|K:f  s  of  the  laiid,  and  put  gafifons  v^  thenr,  as  well  as  in  cefi. 

thofe  which  hfii  ffith^r  had  taken  frpm  the  kfngs  of  tfraeL 

B^fides  thisfe,  h^  h^  the  mpft  mmi^rpfis  army  of  any  of 

his  ^r£de«QeiIbr&,  it  qpnfifting  pf  ,a^ove  QP9  miJljon  of  fight* 

Ing te^n.     UppQail  tb^e  acc<Hin^  he  was  fo  profperou^ 

4ild  ppMfcrfMl).th^  none  of  hi?  ^^mies  d^red  moleft  him  ; 

hiA  aUies  were  ftill  incre^ng  bis  wealth  by  their  prer 
fcnts*^. 

Thus  \X  fa|e4  with  that  religious  priB<;e,  and  his  fub- 
je^,  whilft  war  and  fiunine  w^re  the  reward  of  Jhab'^ 
vaxficty  in  this  kingdom  of  Ifrif^f^ 

f  See  before,  vol.  li.  p.  3)2,  &ieq#        ^  2  Chron.  xvii.  ^alT. 

tf))  Thefe  were  at  firft  in-  hifl^  £pom  his  wicked  courfes, 

trcxlaced  into  lii9  court,    for  by  afluring  him,    that  Go  6 

whidi  a  fumptupus  temple,  an  woald  ihordy  punilh  the  lani 

altar,   and  grove,    had    been  with  a  grievous  inline ;  di^ 

built  to  B^ai  in  Samaria  %  but,  ring  which  there ihould  be  nel- 

as  his  vt^aknefs  Aiifoied  hint  therdew  nor  rain  to  refreih 

to  ailtft  at  th<ife  h^ifli  cere-p  the  earth,  until  he  obtained  \t 

mmmsy  fo  his  example  foon  again  by  his  prayers ;   afcef 

fpread  the  injfieJKiop   through  which,  h&went  and  concealed 

his  whole   kingdom.    How-  hknfelf  during  the   fpace   of 

ever,  the  prophet  Elijah  was  iiireeyears{4). 
lent  to  him  very  eiarlyi  to  deter 

(4)  ^  Kif^f  avj.  a^^  adfn,  xvii.  i,  f^ Jep 

I  4  How-. 
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EiijthV         HowBTER,  tt  the  end  of  a  three  yeara  funine,  EKjd 
matiwi     cime  and  ibewed  himfelf  to  Ob^diaby  governor  of  jOmA*\ 
nvieh        houfe,  as  he  was  gobg  in  fearch  of  fome  frefli  fpriim  of 
Obadiah,  water,  to  fave  that  little  cattle  they  bad  left,  whilft  th 
king  himfelf  went  another   way  upon  the  fame  erraiut. 
Obadiab  was  a  pious  man,  and  mewed  an  uncommoa 
zeal  for  the  Ood  of  Ifrael^  by  fsving  lOO  of  his  pro- 
phets from  JezibiFz  fury»   and  fupporting  them    with 
food  in  their  concealment  during  die  whole  time  of  the 
famine.     As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  fsw  EUjahj    he  fel 
down  at  his  feet,  and  nve  him  a  refpedfiil  welcome  ;  bee 
when  the  prophet  bid  him  go  after  the  Idng,  and  acqoaim 
him  with  his  arrhral,   he  modeftly  excuM  himfelf  from 
fo  dangerous  a  meflage  :  For,  added  he,  there  is  fcarce  i 
pation  or  kingdom  from  which  Ahab  has  not  exaded  an 
oath,  to  bring  you  back  to  Samaria^  where-ever  you  were 
found. .   But,  upon  the  prophet's  promifing,  that  he  wouM 
ftew  himfelf  to  the  king,  Obadiab  went  and  informed 
him  of  Elijah*s  return,  and  his  promife  of  a  fpeedy  rain. 
ami  Ahab.  Elijab  accordin^y  appeared,   and  the   firft  greeting  b^ 
tween  Jhab' znd  him  was  fuch,  as  might  be  reafbnabi^ 
expeded  between  a  wicked  haughty  monarch,  and  a  pet' 
fbn  of  that  prophet's  charader.     After  fome  mutusU  in* 
yedives  on  both  fides,  El^ab  defired  that  all  Ifrael  migjht 
be  gathered  at  mount  Carnal ^  with  all  the  priefts  of  Baa/, 
whom  Jizebil  maintained ;  which  being  dorie  aecordingty,' 
he  reproved  the  people  for  halting  between  two  opinions, 
Mfjah'i     and  dividing  their  fervice  betweeh  God  an4  BaaU    **  You 
%ial         ^^  fee,  faidhe,  that  I  am  the  only  prophet  of  the  Lord 
againjl      *<  that  is  left,  and  thofe  of  Baal  are  450 }  let  them  ofh 
Saal.         «  up  a  bullock  to  Baaly  and  I  will  offer  another  to  the 
<*  God  of  Ifraet\  and  let  the  deity,  whofe  facrifice  is 
^<  confumed  by  a  miraculous  fire,  be  henceforth  the  onlj 
<*  objc<a  of  your  worfnipi"     As  foon  as  the  people  had 
cxprefled  their  affent  to  his  propofal,  the  priefts  of  Baal  were 
ordered  to  begin.    They  hewed  their  bullock  in  pieces^  and 
laid  it  upon  the  wood  of  die  altar,  and  called  upon  Baal 
jfrom  morning  till  noon  ;    and  not  finding  the  leaft  fym- 
ptom  of  anfwer,  they  began,  according  to  their  cuftom, 
to  cut  themfelves  with  knives,   till  tl^  blood  ran  down 
upon  the  ground  ^     All  this  while,    Elijah  plied  tbeoi 
iviih    the'  moft  biting  fiircafms,    bidding  them  to  cry 
louder  ;  for  Baal,,  no  doubt,  was  a  great  god,  and  would 
Jiear  them,  unlefs  he  were  either  aileep,    or  more  ad'^ 


?'  I  Kings  xviii.  28,  ad  fin. 


vantageou/ly 
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antageoudy  taken  up.  At  length ,  when  \t  was  come 
bout  the  time  of  offering  the  cvcning-facrificc,  he  reared 
p  an  altar  of  twdveftoncs,  according  to  the  Mofaic  law, 
nd  laid  the  wood  and  vidim  upoil  it  s  and,  having  caufed 
deep  trench  to  be  digged  round  it,  he  ordered  theni  to 
•our  water  upon  the  altar  once  again,  till  the  trencK 
7a$  overflowed.  ^  He  then  called  upon  God  with  a  loud 
roice,  begging  of  him,  that  he  would  ihew  himfdf  to 
he  whole  people,  to  be  the  only  Gob  in  all  the  world  ; 
ipon  which  a  fire  fell  down  from  heaven,  which  coii*^ 
fumed  the  vidim,  wood,  and  altar,  and  dried  up  all  the 
ivater  in  the  trenches  $  at  fight  of  which,  the  people  fell 
jpon  their  faces,  and  cried  out,  The  Lord  is  the  onl^ 
3oD.  The  ptoj^t  then,  addreffing  hrmfelf  to  the 
>eopIe,  told  them,  that  if  they  were  really  perfuaded  of 
t,  they  ou^t  to  feize  oh  thofe  faife  prophets,  pointing 
0  the  priefts  of  Baaly  who  had  feduced  them  from  his 
gi^orihip  to  ferve  that  fiitiiy  deity,  and  take  them  to  the 
)rook  Ki/horty  and  put  every  one  of  them  to  death  there; 
The  people  readily  obeyed  the  motion  ;  and  Ahah\  whe- 
her  the  late  miracle  made  him  approve  their  zeal,  of 
ivfaetber  he  thought  it  danjgerdus  to  obftru£l  it,  fufFered 
hem  to  be  hurried  away  to  death.  As  foon  as  Jhah  had 
'eached  his  palace,  he  acquainted  his  queen  with  what 
bad  happened  at  Carmelj  and  what  a  ihameful  check  her 
Favourite  deity  had  received  there,  in  the  fight  of  all  If- 
^aeU  One  would  exped,  that  the  long- wifhcd- for  rain, 
obtained  by  the  prophet's  prayer,  might  have  comiforted 
her  for  that  misfortune,  and  have  infpired  her  with  aft^tin-  .  ^  ^ 
common  ttfft&  for  his  perfbn  ;  but  it  happened  quite 
othcrwife,  and  the  death  of  fo  many  of  her  prophets 
Arcw  her  into  fuch  a  rage,  that  (he  vowed  to  fend  the 
audior  of  it  after  them  by  the  next  day.  And  Eiyah 
was  forced  a  fecond  titoc  to  fly  for  his  lifie '. 

By  that  time  Ahah  had  reigned  eighteen  years,  Benha* 
dad  king  of  Syria  came  at  the  heiad  of  thirty-two  petty 
kings,  and  a. numerous  army,  and  l^id  fiegc  to  Samaria  ; 
where,   notwitbftanding  his  great  forces,  and  the  acror 
gance  with  which  he  threatenod  both  king  and  city,  hf 
was  beat  by  an  handful  of  men,  who  fallicd  out  upon  him  AhabV 
at  mid-day>  with  Ahab  at  their  head  ;    and  forced  to  fly  ^i^ory 
Wth  a  prod^ious  lofs.      He  endeavoured,    the  Mbw*  inidgtne- 
ing  year,  to  retrieve  Us  credit  j  and  was  defeated  again  hy^^^^, 
the  JfraeHus  with  a  terrible  flaaghter,  ^nd  hitnftlf  ih 
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;.  yil.  ta  the  BabyloaUh  Capihiiy. 

*^ffc^cd  to  buy ,  or  exchange  for  another  piece  of  ground , 

^iteading  to  n^akean  herb-garden  of  it  for  hts  houle  ^  hut, 

'  ia  It  was  reckoned  fcandalous  to  ifell  an  inheritance,  Nai^h 

Tas  uncourteous  enough  to  refufe  the  offer..    Jizibel  was 

'acquainted  "vvith  it ;  and,  at  once  to  procure  the  vineyard, 

^.nd  to  paniih  Nahetb  iof  his  refufal,  ihe  fent  a  letter  to 

-lie  elders  of  Jgvred^  fealed  with  the  king's  fignet,  com- 

^ndndir^  them  to  proclaim  a  fafl,  arid  to  hire  fooie  looTe 

^f ello^^s  to  iWear  Uafphemy  and  treafon  againft  him,  and 

;then  to  &on^  him  to  death  for  it*    The  Jezreilites^  not 

daring  to  difohey  her  orders,  fent  her  word  loon  after  of 

Naboth^s  death;  and  (he  acquainted  vf/^^  with  it:  bixt, 

vohUA  he  vras  taking  pofleffion  of  the  ground,  the  prophet 

MJijah  carae  to  him  from  God,  fi^retold  the  deflru£lioon 

that  this  murder  would  bring  upon  him,  upon  Jezthely  and 

upon  his  vrhole  hpufe ;  that  the  dogs  fhould  lick  his  blood 

where  they  licked  that  of  Naboth  j  and  Jezebel  Ihould  be 

devoured  by   dpgs,  and  all  his  pofterity  utterly  cut  off. 

This  dreadful  fentence,  from  fo  confiderable  a  prophet,  to 

alarmed  the  king,  that  he  rent  his  cioaths,  returned  home 

filled  vdth  the  deepeft  grief,  and,  by  a  timely  repetance, 

obtained  a  gracious  refpite ;  fo  that  the  calamities,  that 

were  to  fall  upon  his  houfe,  did  not  happen  till  after  his 

death  «  (H). 

All 
*  I  King$  X3d.  paff. 
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(H)    It   IS  probably  about 
this  time  that  he  is  fuppofed  to 
have  made  his  fon  Ahaziah  co- 
partner of  his  crown,  or,  per- 
haps, only  his  viceroy,  whilft 
he  humbled  himfelf  in  fack- 
doth  and  afhes,  to  avoid  tke 
Vmpend&ng  jadgmient  of  God 
C4) ;  though  dm  change  was 
but  ihort-lived,.  and  he  foon 
returned   to   his    former  im- 
pieties.   At  leaft,  thtf  it  d» 
only  expedient,  hf  wych^iurd- 
nologifts  c^  iM^oiciXt  the  ana- 
ckroniins,  whkk  ane  met  with 
between  the  hooks  of  Kin^ 
aad  Chfmkiesi   tke.  one  he- 
gimdfig  their  reign  firom  the 


death  of  their  ^theni  and  the 
other  fi-om  the  time  of  their 
being  raifed  to  a  partilerfhip 
with  them.  The  reader  may 
fee  an  inftante  of  it  proved  in 
ardibiihop  Ufier^s  anmUs  (5), 
both  in  Akab  above-inentH>ned» 
and  in  his  cotemporary  Jibk* 
fiaphat^  who  raifed  .sib  his 
fon  Jthoram  to  be  his  vjceroy, 
or  partner.  It  may  be  further 
obferVed^  that  tki^  miexYM  be- 
ca^  yftry  expedient,  if  ia6t 
at^bkitely  nece^lery,  in  daaget- 
o«  wars,  in  whidi  tke  king^ 
vki  ta  lead  their.owii  araiies, 
and  often  loft  their  lives,  to 
apj^okt  their  facceflbrs,  and  to 


(4)  I  Kinss  xxi.  17,  ^/^f.  (5)  Sfti^ji.  M.  3106. 
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atb  where  he  eicpe£ked  a  vidory.    The  king,  however, 
as  fo  far  from  being  deterred  by  this  fpeech,  that  he  ran 
)folutely  upon  hb  own  ruin  s  and  yehojhaphat^  being  too 
ifily  perfuaded   to   accompany  him,    narrowly  efcaped 
taring  in  the  iame  fate  :   we  have  feen  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
lis  expedition  in  a  former  chapter  p.     Abab^  wounded  by 
random  ihot,  died  in  the  evening  ;  and,  as  foon  as  his  Hh  ill 
eath  was  known,  his  generals  caufed  a  retreat  to  be  found-  fucce/s 
d    through  his  army,   and  both  fides  withdrew  before  ^^  eieatb. 
light.     The  king^s  corpie  was  brought  to  Samaria^  and  ^^^  o' 
>uried  in   the  royal  fepulcre ;    and  his  bloody  armour,  ^*  ^^^ 
chariot,  and  barnefs,  were  brought  to  a  pool  in  that  place  j^^k}' 
to  b^  wafhed,  where  the  do^  coming  to  lick  his  Wood,  ^-^hr. 
verified  Elijah^  prophecy  againft  him  9-  kJt^Jt^^ 

Jehoshaphat,  op  the  other  hand,  having  thus  hap-  ^^^^'^'^^^ 
pily  efcaped,  returned  to  J erufaUm  i  and,  in  the  way, 
was  met  by  the  prophet  jehu^  who  reproved  him  in  the 
(evereft  terms  for  entering  into  a  confederacy  with  the 
impious  king  of  Ifraeli  and  the  king,  become  feniible  of 
his  error  by  his  late  danger,  endeavoured  to  retrieve  it  hy 
a  more  affiduous  application  to  every  thing  that  related 
either  to  reli^oq,  or  the  good  of  his  kingdom*  To  do 
thb  the  more  effeduaUy,  he  took  a  progrefs  through  a 
great  part  of  it ;  diligently  examined  how  the  priefts  in- 
ftru£led  the  people,  the  judges  and  magiftrates  adminiflred 
}uftice;  and  every* where  exhorted  them  to  their  duty, 
with  a  Zreal  worthy  fo  good  a  prince  '• 

In  the  mean  time  Ahaziahy  who  had  fucceeded  his  fa-    Year  of 
Ither  Ahab  both  in  hb  kingdom  and  idolatry,  happened  to  the  flood 
fall  through  a  gi:ate  of  his  dining-room,  about  the  fecond     1459^ 
year  of  his  reign  ;  and  was  fo  hurt  by  the  fall,  that  his  life  Bef.Chrift^ 
was  defpaired  of.     In  this  extremity  he  fent  me/Tengers  to       ^9^* 
confuk  Beelzebuby  the  deity  of  Ekron^  about  his  reco-  V^V"^ 
very  ;  but  thefe  were  met  by  Elijah^  who  fent  them  back 
wii^  this  mournful  meflage,    that,    iince  he  had  fent  to 
the  god  of  Ekr^n^  as  if  there  had  been  none  in  I/raet 
worth  confulting,   he  (hould  never  ftir   more  from  hia 
bed  ,  till  he  was  carried  to  his  grave.     At  their  return,  they 
acquainted  the  king,  who  was  furprifed  at  the  fuddennefs 
of  it,  that  they  had  met  a  prophet,  who  fent  them  back 
with  a  fentence  of  death  from  the  Lord  ;    and,  upon 
their  defcribing  him,  that  he  was  an  hairy  man,  girt  with 
a  leathern  girdle,  he  knew  him  to  be  Elijah^  and  died  foon 
itftec,   according    to  his  prophecy  <•  .  During  his  (hori^ 

^  See  before,  vdi.  ii.  p.  306,  &  feq.        ^  i  Kings  ult.  paff. 
i  2  Cturon.  xix.  per  tot.  *  2  Kings  i.  paff. 
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:*  y  II.  to  the  Babylonifli  Captivity. 

;>asiied  with  canticles,  fung  by  Levius  f  after  which  Jibo- 
V^aphat  ended  his  days  in  peace  *  (L). 

JB HORAM^  yA^y  asweobferved  before,  had  borne  a 
[hare  in  the  £Ov.er|iBient  of  yudab  towards  the  latter  end 
ollh^.father'^  reig^  no  fooner  faw  hioifelf  alone  upon  the 
throiie,  tha.n  he  began  to  undo  all  that  his  pious  father  had 
ion^  and  to  bring  upon  himfelf,  and  bis  boufe,  all  the  curfea 
diai^  had  beei)i  pronounced  againft  that  of  his  father-in-law* 
Jwdab  and  Jfrael  feem  now  but  one  kingdom,  and  one 
fcene  of  all  manner  of  idolatry  and  wickednefs:  tbey  were 
both  governed  by  kings  of  the  fame  name ;  Jehram  king 
of  ^ud^h  \^  influenced  by  his  wife  Athaliah^  the  impious 
daughter  oi  Ahah ;  and  jehoram  king  of  Ifra$l  by  his  mo- 
ther y^xeM  :  this  walks  in  all  the  abominations  of  his  fa- 
ther ;  und  that  introduces  them  into  his  own  kingdom,  after 
they  }^  been  abolilbed  by  his  twopredeceflbrs ;  both  bring- 
ing down  the  beavieft  judgments  from  Heaven,  the  one 
by  forfiiking  the  ways  of  his  pious  father,  and  the  6ther  by 
Gtetinuing  in  thofe  ^  bis  impious  one  (M)« 

^2  Chron.  xx.  i,  Sc  feq.  ad  30. 
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Year  of 
the  flood 

<^*&. 

889. 

Jodahtf*/ 
liraelMi. 

idftatry. 


{tJ)  Some  tioie  before  his 

deadly  jfAaxiaJb,  who  was  then 

Ming  qI£  I/ratly  and  as  impious 

a^  fads  ^ther  dhtA^  obtained  his 

^ihfent  to  feud  feme  ibips  of  his 

own  to  ^arjbijb  along  with  his 

fleet;    for  which  Jtbofifophat 

was  feverely  rebuked  by  the 

propKet  EUixer^  who  foretold 

hina,  at  the  fame  time,  the  I0& 

of  that  fleet,  which  happened 

accordingly  ;  for  which  reaibn 

he  would  never  let  any  of  the 

ftips  of  Ifratl  nrix  with  his 

bwn   (7).     He   died  in   the 

^ieth  year  of  his  age,  afcer 

he    had    reigned    twenty  &v^ 

years,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

his  fon  Jehoram.  His  hiflory  is 

fuid  to  have  been  written  by 

the  prophet  Jehu  (8);  which 

book  feems  to  have  been  lo^ ' 

with  many  others,  at  the  cap* 

tivity. 

(7)  2  Chnn,  XX.  36, 37,  comp,  with  l 
ikid.  31.  (§  34,        (9)  2  Kifi^s  iii;  i. 


(M)  What  was  flill  more 
forpriflng,  whilft  the  king  of 
^mI  eodeavoured  fo  far  to  re- 
form from  him,  as  to  deflroy  the 
Fbendcian  idolSf  which  Abab 
had  reared  up,  and  contented 
himfelf  with  theidolatrous  wor- 
fliip  of  the  two  golden  calves 
(9),  that  of  Judab  was  adopt- 
ing thofe  vtxy  deities  in  his 
kingdom,  and  even  in  JerHfa- 
lem{i).  Thus,  whilfl  the  for- 
mer forfook  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
at)d  the  other  did  but  imper- 
fedly  retam  to  him,  both  were 
involved  in  the  fame  guilt,  and 
in  t|ie  fame  panifliment;  with 
this  difference,  however,  that 
that  of  J/ratl  is  intirely  cut  off, 
with  his  whole  poflerl^, where- 
as, in  that  ofyiuiiab,  an  infant 
is  miraqidoufly  prderved,  to 
make  good  God^s  promife  to 
the  houfe  ofDa'viJ. 

f^figs  xxii.  48,  49.  (8)  2  Chroru 

^feq,        (I)  Ibid,  viiL  17,  &fy» 

Jeho- 
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U8  -    "the  Hiftory  of  the  JcwJ '  '  fi. 

JeHoshaphat  had  left  a  numeroas  iflue,  and  dilpoti 
of  all  his  Tons  into  feveral  cities  of  Judabj  under  profN 
tutors,  and  with  incomes  fuitable  to  their  rank  $  but  h 
was  fcarce  cold  in  his  grave,  before  his  impious  fon  iigaa^ 
lized  the  beginning  of  his  reign  with  an  univerfal  maffitaj 
of  them,  and  of  all  the  nobl^  of  his  kingdom,  who  eitfac 
dared  to  oppofe  or  diflike  his  criielty  '•  After  this,  bdi^ 
wholly  influenced  by  his  queen,  he  gave  hiafelf  up  to  ido^ 
latry,  and  eftabliflied  the  worfhip  of  Baal^  both  in  lu 
kingdom  and  metropolis,  in  imitation  of  bit  faclier-^ 
law.  For  thefe  he  was  feverelv  reproved,  by  a  letter  icorj 
him  by  Elijah^  a  little  before  nis  ailumption  ^  ;  -urbeieni 
that  prophet  likewife  foretold  him,  among  many  otiier 
evils,  the  aln[K>ft  total  extirpation  of  his  pofterif7,  ^ 
his  own  death  by  an  incurable  difeafe  in  his  bowek  *. 
£dom*/  The  firft  token  of  the  divine  difpleafure  which  be  fe^ 

Jmml  re-   was  the  revolt  of  the  Ed^mteSy  who  refiifed  to  pay  hin 
nfoitfrm  the  ufual  tribute.     Jehoram  went  Out  againft  them,  and 
Ifrael.       defeated  them  ;  but  they  foon  recovered  flrength  cnougii 
Year  of  to  (hake  off  the  yoke,  and  to  fet  up  a  king  of  their  own, 
the  flood  as  we  have  feeh  elfewhere^  ;  and,  in  (b  aoing,    they  re- 
1450.     rifled  Ifaac's  prophecy,  that  Efau^s  poftti-ity  flx>ukl  in  time 
Sef.Chrifl  (hake  oiF  the  yoke  of  Jacob  t>.      At  the  bmt  time,  ii^ 
889^     nah,  belonging  to  the  priefb,  in  the  tribe  of  ^M^i^  %  and 
i^y\J  Upon  the  frontiers  of  IdumiOy    revolted  h(m^  Jtkwamj 

Erobably  to  Edom<^  though  the  text  fays  not  to  whom  ^  ; 
ut  thcfe  were  only  the  preludes  of  the  judgments  that 
were  to  fall  upon  him.  His  kingdom  was  prefently  after 
invaded  by  the  Philijlines  and  jtf'abiansy  and  thcfe  penc^ 
(rated  even  to  Jerujalemy  and  cairried  off  all  the  riches  of 
that  metropolis,  together  with  ^/A^r^im's  wives,  and  all  his 
fons,  except  only  Jehoahazy  who  was  theyoungeft,  and 
fucceeded  him  ^ftcr  his  death-  Jehoram  was  foon  after 
feized  with  an  incurable  difeafe  in  his  belly,  probably  a 
bloody  fi^x,  which  Uiled  two  years,  and  weakened  him 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  his  bowels  c^me  out,  and  he  died 
with  extremity  of  pain  (N), 

Whilst 

*  2  Chron.  xm.  i,  &  feq.        y  Ibid.  12,  &  fcq.      «  j^fi 

14,  &  feq.         •  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  177,  &  feq.        *  Oca. 

Xitvii.  40.        *  Jofli.  XV.  42.    I  Chron.  vi.  57.        **  2  Kinp 

viii.  22.  2  Chron.  xxi.  10. 

(N)  He  was  buried  in  a  fe-    eafe,  and  without  the  ufual  ce- 

pulcrc  by  himfelf,  probably  by    rcmony  of  burning  fpices,  and 

]r«a(pn  of  the  corruption  ami    other  odoriferous  drugs,  about 

ftcnch  which  attended  his  dif*    his  body,  or  any  other  roy^il 

pomp. 


lirni 
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C.  Vn.        to  the  Babylonifh  Captivity.  ii§ 

Whilst  Judah  was  in  this  difmal  plight,  Elijhawzs 
working  wonders  for  IfraeL  Wc  have  fcen  elfcwhcre  what 
a  miraculous  cure  he  wrought  upon  Naaman^  a  famous  ge- 
neral of  the  kine  of  Syrian,  and  how  he  difcovered  all  the 
fecret  defigns  of  that  prince  to  the  king  of  Ifrael^y  and 
by  that  nteans  prevented  the  Syriansy  for  fome  time,  from 
fucceedlng  in  their  attempts  againft  him.    But  at  length 
Benhadad  came  up,  not  by  ambuflies  and  ftratagems,  as  for- 
merly, but  with  a  numerous  hoft  ;  and  befieged  Samaria  Samaria 
fo  dofe,  that  it  began  to  labour  under  a  very  pinching  h-hefieged. 
mine  ;  infomuch  that  an  afs's  head  was  fold  for  four&ore 
pieces  of  (liver,  and  a  fmall  meafure  of  pulfe  (O)  for  five. 
How  long  this  fiege  had  laded,  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  ;  but 
what  might  increafe  this  grievous  famine,  was,   that  it 
had  begun  fome  years  before  in  the  land,  infomuch  that 
Elijba^  who  timely  forefaw  it,  fent  his  kind  hoftefs  the 
Shunammitej  of  whom  we  (hall  haveoccafion  to  fpeak  here- 
after, out  of  the  kingdom,  to  feek  for  food  where  (he  could 

^  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  307. 


pomp.  He  reigned  eight  years 
(8 1 ),  four  with  his  father  Ji- 
hofijaphat^  and  the  other  four 
by  himfelf :  his  difeaie  having 
inade  him  incapable  of  govern- 
\s%  his  kingdom,  obliged  him 
to    make   his  fon  Jeboahax, 
otberwife  called  Jhaziab,  vice- 
roy, who  facoeeded  him  about 
a  year  after,  and  in  the  12th 
of  Jehoram    king  of    Ifratl 
(82). 

(O)  As  moft  tranflations 
bave  rendered  the  word 
tn^lV^Mn  cbirjonim  by  dovis- 
d^gf  tncy  have  given  com- 
mentatort  a  vaft  deal  of  trou- 
ble to  find  out  fuch  an  ufe  for 
it,  as  might  anfwer  this  excef- 
five  price,  that  a  meafare, 
which  held  but  £x  eggs,  ihould 
fell  for  above  eleven  fhillings. 
It  were  endlefs  to  mention  all 


their  various  conjeQures  (85) : 
we  have  therefore  followed  the 
learned  Bochart's  verfion  (84), 
who  proves,  that  the  word, 
among  other  things,  fignifies 
a  kind  of  peafe,  common  in  all 
thofe  countries,  and  which  the 
Jews  in  particular  ufed  to 
parch  over  the  (ire  for  food 
(85),  in  the  iame  manner  as 
they  did  thdr  com. 

As  to  what  we  refcd  further, 
that  an  afs's  head  was  fold  for 
upwards  of  nine  pounds  of  our 
money,  though  it  was  an  un- 
clean creature,  and  forbidden 
by  the  law  of  Mofis ;  we  muft 
attribute  the  eating  of  it  at 
that  time,  to  their  extreme 
want  of  proviiion,  which,  in 
all  fiich  cafes,  nuy  be  allowed 
to  difpenie  with  law. 

,  (82)  rid,  UJer,  ann.fub  A,  M.  3115* 

^  3118.  (83)  yid.  lib.  Le  Seen,  &,effay  on  a  new  Virf  ft,  ii. 

ebaf,  ^.feB.  %•  («4j  Wero%,  tm,  ii.  /*  i.  c,  7.  Jeff,  '  "" 


(81}  2  Cbrw.  xn 


(83)^ 


a  Sam.  xvii.  a8.  &  Bierm.  in  kg, 

Vot.  IV. 


(85)  Fid. 

get 
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^^6  ^be  Hifiory  of  thi  Jews  E 

get  it,  whilft  himfelf  tarried  in  the  coUe^  of  the  proph^ 
and  now-and-then  afforded  them  a  miraculous  fuppl^ 
food  8,  till  the  Syrian  army  forced  him  into  the  city.   | 
A  gnat    jhi3  tjju^  the  extremity  to  which  Samaria  y^as  rcduq 
famini*      feemed  either  to  have  obliterated  all  the  former  fcrvica 
that  prophet  to  the  king  ;  or,  more  probably,  to  havera 
dered  him  fufpeded  of  being  fmce  gained  over  to  the! 
rian  intcreft, .  fince  he  fuffcrcd  the  city  to  labour  uwi 
thefe  difficulties,  without  interpofing  his  miraculous  pof 
as  he  had  done  upon  other  occafions.      His  fufpicioai 
length  broke  out  with  unufual  fury,  upon  the  followifi 
dreadful  occafion.  The  king  was  taking  a  melandiQjK^ 
round  the  walls  of  the  city,  when  a  woman  ca 
and  begged  for  jufiice  againft  another  woman, 
had  admitted  to  eat  a  fhare  of  her  boiled  child, 
dition  that,  when  they  had  made  an  end  of  hin 
Ihould  be  likewife  dreffed  to  fupply  their  com 
and  who  had  now  hid  her  own  child,  and  re 
her  partake  of  it.     Such  a  (hocking  ftory,  ai 
with  all  the  tokens  of  defpair,  could  not  but 
ftreffed  monarch  with  the  utmoft  horror :    I 
cloaths,  and  difclofed  his  fle(h  covered  with 
and,  ^  not  knowing  how  to  vent  his  grief  oth 
fwore,  that  Eli/ha*h  head  fhould  pay  for  the  di& 
people ;  and  fent  immediately  an  officer  W  ta 
Eliflya  was  aware  of  it,  and  was  complaining  of 
cruelty  to  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  who  were  at  1 
juft  as  the  mefTenger  of  death  was  entering  it. 
the  prpphet  found  means  to  get  him  ftopped  a 
till  the  king  himfelf  appeared  ^  ^nd  then,  after 
prefented  to  him  the  unreafonablenefs  of  pui 
innocent  perfpn,  for   a  calamity  which  was 
above  ^f  he  defired  htm  to  have  but  patiedce  till 
by  which  time  there  would  be  fuch  a  fupply  o 
in  Samaria^  that  a  bu(bel  of  fine  flour  ihould 
a  {bekel  of  filver,  frtid  the  reft  in  pr(>porCfon. 

The  thing  happened  according  to  his  predtt 
that  very  night  fome  lepers,  who  lodged  tm  the 
the  gate,  and  were  ready  to  die  with  hungeir; 
whatever  befel  them,  to  go  into  the  Syrian 
.  hopes  to  find  either  fome  lucky  fupply  of  food, 
worft,  a  fpeedier  death  than  that  of  uarving. 
furprifed  to  find  their  tents  full  of  provifions  and  baggi?> 

«  Comp.  2  Kings  iv.  38,  is  feq,  with  viii.  1,  i$  ^  ^* 
Mbid,vi.faff.  j^j 
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»ut  empty  of  foldiers.     As  foon,  therefore,  as  they  had 
iitisfied  their  hunger  with  what  they  found  at  hand,  they 
entured    further  into  the  camp,  and  found  it  ftill  the 
ame  5  and  prefently  after  communicated  the  news  to  the 
famtihed  Samaritans.    The  king^  as  foon  as  he  was  ac-^ 
juainted  with  the  fiory,  fufpefied  it  to  be  a  ftratagem 
3f  the  Syrians^  contrived  to  intice  him  out  of  the  city ; 
but,  upon  his  fending  a  party  to  examine  further  into  the 
matter,  he  found,   that  they  were  really  fled  with  the 
utmofl  precipitation,  and  had  left  their  tents,  horfes,  and 
richeii  baggage,  behind  them ;  for,  on  the  foregoing  night, 
the  Lord  caufed  them  to  hear  an  extraordinary  noife  of 
chariots,  horfes,  and  armour,  which  made  them  conclude, 
tbskt  yeboram  had  hired  the  kings  of  Egypt^  and  other 
neighbouring  nations,  againft  them  '•     This  fpread  fuch  Thijtfgg 
an  univerfal  panic  through  the  whole  camp,  that  they  did  raiffd, 
not  fo  much  as  ftay  to  mount  their  horfes,  but  fled  in  the 
utmofl  cbnf ufion  on  foot ;  leaving,  befides  an  immenfe  ^  g^^aJt 
variety  of  rich  plunder,  fuch  a  quantity  of  provifions  bt-P^^y  /* 
hind  them,  that  a  meafure  of  fine  flour  was  fold  for  a  (he-  Samaria. 
kel,  a^d  die  reft  in  proportion,  at  the  gate  of  Samaria^ 
according  to  the  word  of  Elijha.     At  the  fame  time,  a 
nobleman,  who  had  ventured  to  declare  againft  the  pc^- 
bility  of  fuch  an  unexpeded  plenty,  and  had  been  anfwer- 
ed  by  the  prophet,  that  he  fhould  fee  it  without  tailing  of 
it,  being  appointed  by  the  king  to  ftand  at  the  city-gate, 
to  prevent  any  diforders,  was,  notwithflanding  his  care, 
trod  to  death  by  the  prels  5  which  verified  Elijha^z  pro- 
phecy k. 

Soon  after  this  unexpefted  deliverance,  the  prophet, 

^whether  out  of  difcontent,  or  by  divine  impulfe,  took  the 

way  to  Damafcmy  where  the  king  lay  fick,  being  quite 

es^iaufted  through  old-age,  fatigues,  and  difappointments. 

"What  the  defign  and  reftilt  of  the  vifit  was,  the  reader 

ittay  fee  in  the  hiftory  of  ^yria.  '.     In  the  mean  time  the 

kir^  of   Ijrad  entertained  himfelf,   during  his  abfence, 

Wit£  the  recital  of  his  wonderful  adions,  from  the  mouth 

of  Jus  fcrvant  Geha%%  (O) ;  who,  among  other  thing, 

was 

^  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  309.  ^  t  Kings  vii.  paff. 

'  Ibid.  viii.  i,  &  feq.  &  ubi  fap.  p.  310. 

(O)  This  iervant,  we  read,    had,  for  his  covetoufnefs,  in- 
two  or  three  chapters  before,    herited  Naamanh  leprdy  (87), 

(S7)  %  IGngt  V.  vir.  ar/f, 

K  a  which. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'i« 


JelioramV 
ficmd  ex" 
fiditiom 
mimnjt 
Samotk 
Year  of 
the  flood 

1464. 

Bef.  Chr. 

884. 

KrsrsJ 


fie  Hijory  of  the  Jews  B. 

was  giving  him  an  account  of  his  railiiig  the  child  of 
SbumammiUjb  hoftefs  to  hfc,  and  of  his  fending  her  aodi 
family  to  ferk  their  bread  out  of  the  kingdom,  durinvi 
fcven  years  of  famine.  He  had  fcarce  made  an  cni 
the  ftory,  when  the  woman  herfclf  came,  in  a  lucky  ba 
to  petition  the  king  for  her  land,  which  had  been  coi 
cated  during  her  abfence  \  and  gave  Gebazi.  who  prefd 
called  her  to  mind,  an  opportunity  of  being  both  evidd 
and  advocate  for  her.  So  many  favourable  circum&fl 
Gould  not  but  render  her  fuit  fuccefsful;  but  theii 
even  granted  her  more  than  (he  a(ked  ;  and  ordered,  fl 
(he  (bould  have  not  only  her  land,  but  likewife  tbe  fee 
yean  income  of  it  refunded  to  her  K 

By  this  time  Hazael  having  murdered  Benbaiai^  a 
invaded  his  thron;,  according  to  the  word  of  Elijbay  ] 
b0ramj  who  was  then  at  peace  with  the  king  of  Jui 
thought  it  a  favourable  jundure  to  trv  hia  fortune  agai 
Ramotb  GiUady  which  hb  father  had  attempted  in  vai 
He  fent  at  the  fame  time  to  Abaziahy  who  had  fuccds 
his  father  in  Judah^  and  invited  him  to  accompany  i>fl 
in  that  enterprise.  Ahaxiab^  who  was  then  but  tiofr' 
two  years  of  age  (QJ,  being  the  youngeft  of  ak^ 
brethren,  who  had  been  carried  away  captive /n  ^is  ^th8 
days,  was  wholly  conducted  by  his  mother  Atbaliaby  a 
by  fuch  counfellors  as  (he  pleafed  to  appoint.  And, 
he  followed  ail  the  impious  ways  of  his  (adier,  he  nu 
no  difficulty  to  enter  into  a  confederacy  widi  the  kin; 

1  2  Kings  viil.  5,  U,  feq.  See  Usser.  ann.  fob  A.M.  312a 


which  was»  according  to  EU- 
Jhd't  word,  to  cleave  to  him 
as  long  as  he  lived ;  and  fach 
perfons  were  obliged  to  live 
apart  from    the  reft.     It  is, 
therefore,  fomewhat  farprifing, 
that  the  king  of  1/rael  would 
h  a  man,  whom 
perfoo  in  tbe  king- 
have    carefully 
11  that  can  be  (aid 
ther  that  he  was 
d  at  a  convenient 
I  with  his  mouth 
that  the  king's 


curiofity  made  him  ovedo 
fuch  nice  drcamlbnoes  at  d 
particular  jun&ore. 

(QJThebookoftheO 
mcles  makes  htm  begio' 
reign  in  the  42d  year  i^ 
age;  bat  that  is  allowed  to 
an  error  (90),  unlefs  we' 
underftand  thofe  42  yean 
of  his  age,  but  of  die  t 
which  had  dapfed  from  Os 
coming  to  the  crown,  to 
reign  of  AbaxUb^  as  1r» 
lius  does^  which  amount 
to  that  number  (91). 


voL  III  f,  240,  Gf  y>f .     (9  J )  Fid.  TremeL  in  1  Gf**  «» 
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fraeL  This  expedition  fcemed  at  iirft  more  fucccfsful 
lan  the  former  \  but,  in  the  event,  it  proved  the  fatal 
)urce  of  cndlefs  misfortunes  to  Ifraely  by  giving  Haxael 
1  occafion  of  cxercifingall  thofe  cruelties  which  had  been 
^retold  by  Elijha.  Neither  did  it  prove  Jefs  fatal  to  Jehd' 
im  ;  the  city  was  indeed  taken,  but  himfelf  was  fo  defpc- 
itely  wounded  in  the  attack,  that  he  was  forced  to  return  He  is 
3  Je%reel  to  be  cured,  leaving  y^A«  at  the  head  of  a  num-  nvounded 
er  of  forces,  to  fecure  the  place,  whilft  the  king  of  Ju-  then, 
lah  probably  returned  to  Jerufalem.  In  the  mean  time, . 
Elijha  fent  one  of  the  young  prophets  to  Ramoih^  where 
he  ordered  him  to  anoint  ^ehu  king  of  Ifrael  privately  ;  Jehu 
and  to  tell  him,  that  he  was  appointed  by  God  to  execute  antinui, 
his  vengeance  againft  the  whole  race  of  Ahab^  even  to 
the  impious  Jezehel^  whofe  carcafe  (hoidd  fhortly  be  de- 
voured by  dogs,  whilft  all  the  reft  of  his  family  were  con- 
temned to  perifh'by  his  fword.  The  prophet  had  no 
Fooner  executed  his  commiffion,  and  poured  the  oil  upon 
lis  head,  than  he  fled  out  of  the  tent  with  all  fpeed,  to 
ivoid  being  examined  about  it.  When  Jehu  came  out, 
^he  officers  that  were  with  him  aiked  him  what  bufinefs 
that  mad  fellow  had  been  tranfading  with  him  (R) ;  and, 
as  foon  as  he  had  acquainted  them  with  the  fecrer,  they 
all  paid  their  homage  to  him,  and  proclaimed  him  king 
of  Ifrael  by  found  of  the  trumpet.  But  Jehu  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  have  the  confpiracy  known,  till  he  had 
reached  Jezreel^  and  furprifed  the  wounded  k«ng  there, 
before  he  could  be  in  a  condition  to  oppofe  him  \  and 
therefore  rode  with  all  fpeed,  at  the  head  of  his  men, 
to  Je%reely  which  he  reached  foon  after.  When  he  came 
within  fight  of  the  place,  the  watch  acquainted  the  court 
with  the  news  j  and  the  frightened  king  ient  two  mef- 

(R)  lihtje^s  rightly  ob-  add  to  the  uncommonnefs  of 

fcrve,  that  there  was  fomething  their  figure  and  behaviour,  was 

in  the  looks  and  geftures  of  the  oddnefs  of  their  drcfs,  their 

thefe  prophets,   which    made  living  by  themfelves,  and  fcl- 

them  pafs  for  madmen  among  dom  appearing  in  places  of  pub- 

thofc  who  did  not  know  them  ;  lie  refort,  but  upon  fome  extra- 

which  is  agreeable  enough  to  ordinary  errand  ;  which  often 

what  we  read  of  Saui,  who  proved  of  a  dangerous  nature, 

lay  uncovered   a  whole  day,  and  put  them  under  fome  dread 

whilft  the  fpirit  was  upon  him  whilft    they    went    about   it 


(92).     But  what  might  ftill     (93]. 

K  3  fcngcrs 


.  (9a)  I  Sam,  xiic,  ult,  Vid*  voL  iv.  p.  46.  (93)  ^/J,  Munft,  in  2  Rtg, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


134  ^^  Hijtory  of  the  Jews  B.  1 

fctigers  fucceffively,  to  inquire  whether  they  came  pcaci 
ably,  or  not.     But  Jehu  having  made  them  both  turn  b 
hind  his  chariot,  and  the  centinel  having  acquainted  d 
king  with  it,  he  fent  word  of  it  to  the  king  of  ymd^ 
who  was  come  to  vifit  him ;  and  thefe  two  went  "vrith  tU 
guard  againft  Jehu^  who  by  that  time  was  knomrn  by  tk 
centinel,  from  the  furioufncfs  of  his  driving.       The  pUd 
where  they  met  was  the  vineyard  for  which  Natffth  k 
bft  his  life ;  and  here  Jebdram  aflced  him,    nehcther  \ 
came  peaceably  :  but  jehu  foon  gave  him  proof  of  n 
contrary,   by  upbraiding  him  with  his  and     his  mothe 
Jezibers  murders  and  idolatries,  and  by  putting  bimfe^ 
in  an  hoftile  pofture  againft  him.     The  frightccf  inonarcl!| 
cried  out  in  vain  to  Ahaziab^  that  they  were  betrayed 
before  he  could  turn  his  chariot  about  to  avoid  his  encoif, 
Thi  kings  Jihu  pierced  his  heart  with  an  arrow,  and  ordered  off 
of  Judah  of  his  captains  to  caft  his  body  in  Naboth*^  field,  thereto 
and  Ifrael  fce  devoured,  according  to  the  word  of  Elijah.     At  tte 
killed  by    {^^^  xXtne  the  king  of  Judah j  frighted  at  the  bloodj  tn- 
^^'      r  €®^y»  endeavoured  to  avoid  fliaring  his  brother's  firte,  by 
K  fl'    d  *y'"8  through  the  private  road  that  led  to  the  gnrfcn- 
tnc  flood  YiQ}x{e  ;  but  Jehu  ordered  a  party  after  him,  which  owt- 
Bef   Ch    ^^^  ^*"^  *^  '*'  afcent  of  Gur,  and  gave  him  fo  mznyi't' 
gg     ''  fperate  wounds,  that  he  died  of  them  by  that  time  he  hid 
i^ALj  reached  the  city  of  Megiddo  ;  and  was  carried  to  Jerufa* 
lem^  and  buried  with  his  anceftors,  having  reigned  oneyesff 
and  leaving  only  one  fon,  a  child,  who  afterwards  fucceedd 
him,  when  he  was  yet  but  feven  years  of  age. 

Whilst  Jehu*s  men  went  in  purfuit  of  Ahaziahj  Jii^ 
himfelf  marched  direflly  towards  the  royal  palace  of  Jt^^ 
reely  where  Jexehely  the  queen-mother,  who  was  by  that 
time  informed  of  her  fon's  fate,  was  waiting  to  give  him 
fuch  an  haughty  welcome,  as  did  not  well  fuit  with  hti 
prefent  circumftances  :  but  fhe  hoped,  perhaps,  that  be 
would  (hew  fome  regard,  if  not  to  her  Quality,  s^t  leaft  ^^ 
her  fcx  5  perhaps  alfo  fhe  thought,  that  we  had  ftill  charms 
enough,  in  fpite  of  her  years,  to  captivate  the  new  moD' 
arch,  efpecially  after  fhe  had  improved  them  by  art,  ^ 
with  the  richeft  ornaments.  She  was  looking  out  of^ 
window  when  Jehu  entered  the  palace;  and,  in  an  haugfc^ 
tone,  aiked  him,  whether  he  expeded  a  milder  recompefl^o 
of  his  rebellion,  than  his  predecefTor  Zimri  had  formef^f 
met  with.  Jehu  ftaid  not  to  give  her  an  anfvrcr  j  b^» 
obferving  fome  eunuchs  (landing  on  each  fide,  he  c(0* 
manded  them  to  throw  her  out  of  the  window;  which  tbeV 
did,  and)  in  the  fall^  fome  of  her  blood  was  daibcd  ^^ 
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<<  crimes/'    This  was  his  next  work ;  and  he  did    ncK 
leave  Jezreel  till  he  put  them  all  to  death. 

Jehu  took  then  the  road  to  Samaria  \  and.  In  his 
way,  he  met  forty- two  princes  of  the  houfc  of  ^Md^aS^ 
who  were  going  down  to  pay  a  vifit  to  thofe  of  the  hou£c 
of  Ahabf  all  whom  he  alfo  caufed  to  be  flain  upon  the  fpoc 
After  this,  he  met  with  Jehonadab  the  fon  of  RecbaA  (S), 

and 


(S)  The  Recbabitis,  fo  fe- 
mou8  in  Scripture  for  the  au- 
dere  fingularity  of  their  life, 
were  not  content  to  excel  in 
common  moral  virtues,  but  af- 
fected to  diftinguifh  themfelves 
from  the  reft  of  the  world  by 
a  peculiar  abftinence  from  wine, 
from  dwelling  in  houfes,  from 
poflefling  either  houfes,  vine- 
yardsi,  or  fields,  and  from  all 
kind  of  agriculture  {99). 

Who  the  author  of  this  in- 
fiitution  was,  whether  the  Je- 
honadab here  mentioned,  or 
any  other  either  before  or  after 
him,  is  §2lx  from  being  agreed. 
If  we  may  believe  a  modem 
critic  ( I ),  he  hath  found  the 
etymon  of  Recbab  in  the  yy^ 
recbibf  or  chariot  of  Elijah  i 
and  that  of  the  Pbari/ees,  his 
fuppofed  difciples,  in  the 
Quy^S  phrajhinty  or  horfes  of 
It  (2).  So  that,  according  to 
him,  the  words  of  Elsjha  (hould 
not  be  rendered^  as  we  do,  My 
father^  my  father  ^  the  chariot  of 
Ifrael,  and  the  horfes  thereof  i 
but.  My  father  Rechab,  £«ff. 
He  even  ventures  to  prove  that 
inftitution  older  than  the  flood; 
which,  allowing  his  far  fetched 
etymology,  will  be  no  difficult 


ber] 


that  £ffori&  was  tranflated  in 
fame  kind  of  vehicle  (3). 

On  the  other  hand,  another 
bold  critic  (4)  pretends,     dba/ 
it  did  not  begin  till  aboat  the 
time  of  Jeremiah ;   and    that 
this  Jehonadab,  for  whom  J^ebt 
(hewed  fuch  regard,  was  only 
a  perfon  of  the  hme  name  with 
the  founder  of  that  Rechabitifl) 
life  \  and  that  he  was  too  great 
a  courtier,  and  too  fine  a  gen- 
tleman, to  be  author  of  iwdk 
an  unpolite  inftitution.    What 
he  offers  to  prove  the  one,  and 
difprove    the  other  o£  thcCc 
points,  having  more  of  orato- 
rial  confidence,  than  folid  rea- 
foning,  we  ftiall  not  trouble  our 
readers  with  it.    Sure  it   is, 
that  thofe  Recbabites,  whom 
Jeremiah    ijpeaks  of,   exprefi 
themfelves  in  fuch  terms,    as 
argue  nothing  lefs  than  the  rt- 
centnefs    of  their   inftitution 

Between  the  extremes  of 
thofe  two  above-mentioned  au- 
thors, are  thofe  who  believe, 
that  Hobab,  the  fon  dijetbro, 
of  whom  we  have  fpoken  elfe- 
where,  as  he  was  a  Knite  (6), 
was  the  founder  of  the  Recbab- 
ites ;   that  Recbab  was  one  of 


ta&,  if  we  can  but  fuppofe,    his  names,  and  Jehonadab  one 


(99)  7^'  »3cv.  6,  7.  (1)  J,  Bolduc.  ecelef,  ant,  leg.  /.  Jii,  c.  16. 

(2)  2  fSfiiS  n,  12.  (3)  Gen.  ▼.  24.  (4)  Seal,  tlencb,  tribaref, 

Pld,  Goodwin  Mof,  ^  Aar,  /.  i.  c,  ^.feB,  13,  &  Jep  (5)  Jertm,  wki 

fup.  ver.  8,  fiT/rf .        (6)  Fid.fup,  w/,  ii.  p.  153,  fif  fij. 
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and  took  htm  up  into  his  chariot  to  Samaria^  that  he 
might  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  his  zeal  agatnft  the  impious 
worfhtpers  of  Baal. 

As 


137 


of  his  defcendents  ;  and  laftly, 
that  Htbgr  the  Keniti  was  alfo 
an  obferver  of  the  Recbahitijh 
inftltution  (6).    Serrarius  is  of 
the  {ame  opinion  in  moft  of 
thefe  points  ;  but  diflingaiihes 
two    forts    of  Ricbahitesi  the 
one  iDfHcHted    by  Jtthro,  or 
Hffbmb^  and  the  other  by  Jebo- 
nadab  (7)  ;  but  all  this  is  (aid 
without  foundation.  We  (hall 
fay  nothing  of  thofe  who  pre- 
tend, that  they  were  either  of 
the  tribe    of  Judab  (8),  or  of 
that     of    Le'ui   (9) ;    or   that 
they   were    Recbabites^  or  de- 
fcendents of  Jctbro  by  the  fa- 
therms  fide,  and  Levitts  by  the 
jnother^s;   and,    as  fuch,  that 
they  were  employed  in  much 
the  &nie  offices  of  the  temple 
with  the  Netbinims  (10).     It  is 
plain,  the  author  of  the  book 
of  the   Cbronieles  calls   them 
Kenitis^    defcended  from  He- 
matb^  the  father  of  the  houfe 
of    Ricbab  (11);    though  it 
does  not  appear,  that  all  the 
Kgnitis  obferved  the  inflitutioQ 
of  Jthanadab^  but  only  thofe 
vrho  were  his  immediate  de- 
fcendents. 
For  thefe  reafons,  for  aught  we 
can  find,  the  moft  received  opi- 
nion is,  that  Jtbonadab,  Jebu*^ 
friend,  was  the  founder  of  it, 
'         he  being  the  only  one  of  that  * 
name  mentioned  in  the  Scri- 
pture, and  nothing  urged  that 
can  give  any  of  the  contrary 


opinions  the  fitce  of  probability. 
Jebu'^  behaviour  to  him,  and 
his  inviting  him  to  be  an  eye- 
witnefs  of  his  zeal  for  the  God 
of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  havock 
he  was  gomg  to  make  among 
the  worfhipers  of  Baal^  ar- 
gues him  to  have  been  an  emi- 
nent perfon,  not  only  for  fenfe 
and  virtue,  but  alfo  for  his 
uncommon  piety  and  zeal ;  and, 
as  iuch,  he  might  have  fallen 
into  this  new  life,  and  injoined 
the  ohfervance  of  it  to  his  poll- 
erity,  perhaps  through  fome 
difguA  which  he  took  at  courts- 
or  at  the  idolatries  of  the  If- 
raeiitesy  which  made  it  needful 
to  feparate  from  them,  by  liv- 
ing in  the  pure  and  untainted 
country,  to  avoid  the  danger 
of  being  either  corrupted  by 
them,  or  hated  for  not  being 
fo.  The  Kenitis  not  being  of 
the  feed  of  Ifrael^  n^ny  broils 
and  difptttes  might  have  arifen 
between  tkem  about  the  pof« 
feffion  of  lands  1  which  might 
make  him  difdaim  even  the 
ufe  and  cukure  of  them.  Tht 
almoft  continual  depredations 
to  which  Ifrail  was  expofed 
from  their  enemies  round  about, 
to  fay  nothing  of  hmint  and 
peftilence,  made  the  paftoral 
life  feem  to  him  much  more 
eligible;  becaufe,  in  fuch  caies, 
it  was  more  eafy  to  remove 
into  better  or  fafer  abodes, 
in  imitation  of  the  antient  pa- 


(6)  Vid.  ittt,  ah  Atr,  MonU  in  Judie,  i.     SanB,  in  Jertm,  xxxv.     Mi» 
Mtrval,  cap,  is,&ftf.  (?)  Serrar,  I,  iii.  c,  2.  (8)  Tbeoddret,  in 

I.  Paralif.  (9)  Hegefip*  ap.  EM,  bift,  ecclef,  I.  ii.  c.  23.     Fid,  Col* 

tmt./Mi  voe,  Recbabit,  (10)  Rabbin,  aliiq.  ap.  SanQitm,  ^  Cernei,  t 

lapul,    Jirtm*  xxxVf  (n)  >  Qbrw.  ii«  350 

triarchs. 
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As  foon  as  he  was  come  to  that  capital,  he  cauled 
folemn  feaft  to  be  proclaimed,  pretending  a  much  grcate 
zeal  for  that  deity,  than  any  of  his  predeceflbrs  i  ai»| 
ordered  all  its  priefts,  prophets,  and  votaries,  to  be  p^^ 
fent  at  it,  none  excepted,  under  pain  of  death  ;  and  ^ 
foon  as  they  had  filled  the  temple  with  them,  from  the 
one  end  to  the  other,  he  commanded  a  body  of  xnen  to 
go  in,  and  put  them  all  to  the  fword,  in  the  height  of 


triarcbs.  Wine  was  of  too 
enfnaring  a  nature,  and  m^ht, 
in  time,  have  tempted  hisde- 
fcendents  into  a  loofer  and 
more  loxurious  life  ;  for  which 
reafon  he  thought  it  necei&ry 
to  forbid  the  ofe  of  it.  LafUy, 
whatever  other  private  mo- 
tives might  determine  him  to 
that  kind  of  pimitive  life,  be 
ieems  chiefly  to  endear  it  to 
his  defcendents  by  the  profpeft 
of  health,  eafe,  and  length  of 
days  (]8).  We  may  add  far- 
ther, that  their  retiring  into 
Jtrnjaum  during  the  time  of 
the  fiege,  winch  was  a  breach 
of  the  injundioh,  without  be- 
ing fo  moch  as.  blamed  for  it 
by  JiTimimh,  is  a  proof,  that 
they  were  not  nnder  an  indif- 
penfable  obligttion  to  live  in 
tents,  and  in  the  country ;  tho* 
even  here  we  think  it  had  been 
much  better  for  them  to  have 
removed  further  out  of  Nehw* 
ibadmesascar't  way,  inftead  of 
flickering  tbem^ves  in  the 
city ;  where  they  not  only 
fuffered  all  the  common  cala- 


ztjahejh  or  Jatez  (19)  ;   and| 
the    Seftuagittt    and    f^ulgmti 
have  thefe  words  in   the   tick 
of  the    Ixxth,  which    is   oar 
Ixxift  pfalm  \  A  p/aJm  of  Da- 
vid to  the  fins  of  Jonadab^  aai 
thifirfi  cQftinjes\  but,  as  the/ 
are  not  in  the  Htbrrw^  we  (hall 
lay  no    farther    ftrefs     upon 
them. 

What  became  of  them  after- 
wards, whether  they  continoed 
to  obferve  their  fiither^s  in- 
jun£tion,'and  whether  the  fha- 
rijtes^  AJJiden^  and  EffemieoA^ 
were  their  followers^  h  fbreigOi 
to  our  prefent  purpoft;   and 
may,  perhaps,  be  inquired  into, 
when  we  refume  the  Je^ijh 
hiftory  after  the  captivity.     A 
Ji'wijh  traveller  of  the  i^h 
century  (20)  indeed  tells  us, 
that  they  are  ftiil  in  bekig, 
and  ftri^  obferven  of  thm 
old  infhtution.     He  gives  os 
alfo  a  fine  defcription  of  tl^ 
country,  princes,  govenuneat, 
and  other  pardculars ;  bat  that 
author  is  fo  well  known  to  deal 
in  fables,  and  the  account  it 


mines  of  a  long  fiege,    but^^-ielf  )a  fo  fully  confuted  by  the 
were,  ia  aU  likelihood,  carried    learned  Confiantim  tEmpereMr^ 


away  captive  with  the  tribe  of 
'Judab ;  ixxt  we  find  feme  of 
them,  at  their  return  fixnn  Ba^ 
bylan^  who  fettled  themfelves 


that  we  ihall  kavc  it  to  his 
Jewijb  brethren  to  credit  it, 
without  giving  our  readers  tkt 
trouble  of  perufing  it  here. 


(18)  Jer^nbijup.  ver,  7:    Fid.  Bet,  Uartyr.  Alting,  R,  D,    ISmcii,  & 
0h  in  iu,  (19)  X  Ckrott,  ii.  u/i,  (ao)  Be»  de  7u^lf  ihaer^r, 

^  7  5>  ©•/'?• 
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their  worfhtp.      After  this,  he  took  down  ail  the  idols  and  BaalV 
ornaments    of  that  abominable  deity,  burnt  them  out  oifriifts  mud 
the   temple,   and  caufed  that  building  to  be  demoliflied,  f^^p^  ^ 
and  turned  into  a  common  jakes.    But  his  metropolis  was  A*^^'- 
not  the    only  place  that  had  reared  temples  and  altars  to 
BaaJ  ;    for  the  infeflion  had  fpread  itfelf  throughout  the 
kingdofn  :   wherefore  he  did  not  flop  his  hand,  till  he  had 
intirely  cleared  it  of  that  kind  of  idolatry  ;  and  this  he 
did  with  fuch  zeal  and  diligence,  that  God,  highly  pleafed 
with    it,  fent  him  word  by  a  prophet,  that  the  kingdom 
of  Ifrael  ffaould  remain  in  his  pofterity  till  the  fourth  ge- 
neration.     Happy  had  it  been  for  him,  if  this  promife  had 
encouraged  him  to  have  extirpated  likewife  the  worfhip  of 
the  golden   calves  of  Dan  and  Bethel  \  but  he  unhappily 
followed  Jeroboani^s  politics  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  for  which 
reafon,    Cjod  refolved  to  cut  Ifrael  ^oxt^  even  from  the    Ycarof 
beginning  of  his  reign  ;  fo  that  Hazael  greatly  prevailed  '^*  ^^^ 
againft  them,  and  took  a  great  number  of  towns  from  the     V^% 
two  tribes   and  an  half  on  the  other  fide  Jordan^  befides  ^^'  ~^* 
fome   other  frontier-towns  on  this  fide  ;  and  ravaged  all  b^X^L^ 
the  places  he  came  to,  putting  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  ^^■^"^^^'^ 
fword  in  the  moft  inhuman  manner  (V),  as  we  have  feen 
in  the  Syrian  hiftory  "*.     Jehu  died  in  the  twenty-eighth 
year  of  his  reign,  was  buried  in  Samariay  and  fucceeded 
oy  his  fon  Jehoabaz  ". 

Whilst  Jehu  was  abolifliing  the  worfhip  of  Baal  in  AthaliahV 
Ifrael^  the  impious  Athaliah  was  ufmg  her  utmoft  efforts  i^ious 
to  root  out,  not  only  that  of  the  living  God,  but  cven'''']^* 
the  remembrance  of  it,  out  of  Judah,     The  death  of 
her  fon  AhaTaahj  and  of  forty-two  princes  of  his  houfe, 
followed  by  that  of  Jezebel^   by  the  bands  of  a  per  fon 

»  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  31 1,  &  feq.        «  z  King*  x.  per  tot. 

(V)  It  is  not  cafy  to  guefs  at  that  the  crown  of  I/ratl  ihould 

what  periodof7/i&tf*s  reign  this  continue  in  his  family  daring 

cruek  war    happened :    VJher  four  generations,  as  a  reward 

xnak.e8  no  mention  of  it  till  the  for  bis  zeal  againft  Baal^  yet 

time  of  his  fon  (21) ;  but  we  he  did  not  promife  him  a  quiet 

have  ventured  to  place  it  nearer  reign;  and  his  continuing  in 

the  beginning  of  the  former,  JerohoanC%  idolatry  made  him 

both  here  and  in  the  Syrian  hi-  unworthy  of  it,   however  it 

ftory  (22),which  is  according  to  might  have  proved,  if  he  had 

the  chronology  of  our  Bibles ;  aboliihed  that  aUb  cot  of  hit 

for  tboi^h  God  had  promifed,  kingdom. 

(si)  AnH^fiA  4*  M*  5148.  (12)  Stp,  vol.  !!•  p,  311. 

1  newly 
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newly  raifeJ  to  the  throne  of  Ifrati  by  divine  coniinand, 
filled  her  with  fuch  an  abhorrence  both  for  the  race  and 
^tgj  the  God  of  DaviJ^  that  (he  refolved  not  to  (beath  her 

Jlaughiir  fword,  till  flic  had  totally  extirpated  the  one,  and  thereby  in- 
tfuvi'vSt  validated  all  the  promifes  of  the  other.  But  whilft  ihe  W2s 
ract.  wreakine  her  utmoft  fury  againft  the  fad  remains  of  the 

houfc  oxjudaby  Providence  conduced  thither  Jehojheha^ 
the  daughter  of  the  late  king  Joramy  who  was  then  mar- 
ried to  the  high-prieft  Jehoiada  o  ;  and  that  pious  princefs 
found  means  to  favc  young  Joajh^  her  brother  j1ha:ciab'% 
fon,  who  was  then  but  a  year  old,  from  Jthaiiah's  fword, 
and  to  convey  him  and  his  nurfe  out  of  the  palace^  un- 
perceived  by  that  bloody  queen.     This  infant  prince  was 
carried  into  the  temple,  where  he  was  brought  up  under 
Jehoiada^s  care,  and  kept  there  with  the  utmoft  privacy 
till  he  was  feven  years  old.     During  thofc  fix  years  yfiha- 
liah  tyrannized  over  Judab  without  coniroul,  filled  Je- 
rufalem  with  blood,    and  deftroyed   the  fervants  of  the 
true  God,  that  flie  might  more  efFcflually  eftablifli  the 
worfliip  of  Baal  through  the  kingdom.     By  this   tiisf, 
her  murders  and  impieties  were  grown  to  fuch  an  heigbr, 
that  Jehoiada  faw  himfelf  forced  to  put  a  ftop  to  them, 
by  producing  the  only  remains  of  David's  race,  at  ona 
to  convince  the  people,  that  God  was  ftill  mind  *u/  ofh/s 
Joalh    is   promife  to  that  holy  monarch,  by  preferving  him^  as   it 
pre/erved,  were  by  a  miracle,  from  the  common  ruin.    He  privately 
called  fomc  of  the  chiefs  and  elders  of  Judahy  upon  whofe 
valour  and  fidelity  he  could  depend  ;  and,  having  bound 
them  under  the  ftriflcft  oaths  of  fecrecy,   he  (hewed 
them  the  young  monarch ;  told  them  by  what  means  he 
had  been  faved ;    and  exhorted  them  to  (land  now,  if 
i  defence  of  their  young  king,  of  their  reli- 
berty.     The   defponding  chiefs  received  the 
lir  preferved  king  with  a  furprifing  joy  ;  and, 
an  immediate  proof  of  their  future  zeal  and 
took  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  him,  promifing 
left,  that  they  would  raife  what  forces  they 
\  he  ftrengthened  himfelf  in  the  temple,  by 
i  arming  all  the  priefts,  Ltuitesy  and  Netbi- 
lould  otherwife  have  gone  out  in  their  courfes, 
y  for  thofe  who  came  to  relieve  them.     All 
me  with  fuch  fecrecy  and  difpatch,  that  the 
filled  with  armed  men,  to  whom  Jehoiada 
eir  feveral  pofts  ;  by  which  time,  the  generals 

imp.  2  Kings  xi,  a.    2  Chron.  xxii.  1 1. 

without 
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without  had  raifed  a  fufficient  number  of  men,  ready  to 
fecond  them  upon  the  firft  fignal,  Whcit  the  day  appointed 
was  come,  the  young  monarch  was  brought  out,  and  con- 
duced into  the  priefts  porch,  attended  with  a  numerous 
train  of  armed  Levites  \  and  there  the  high-prieft  anointed 
and  crowned  him,  and  adminiftred  the  ufual  oath  to  him  and 
upon  the  facred  volumes.    He  was  immediately  after  feated  crcnvned. 
upon  a  throne,  where  he  received  the  homage  and  loud  >  Year  of 
acclamations  of  all  the  people,  who  made  that  facred  place  the  flood 
ring  with,  Long  live  king  Joafti !  '47°* 

Among  the  numerous  crouds,  whom  this  noife  brought  ^^'  ^^• 
to  the  temple,  was  the  frighred  queen,   who  ventured      ^7^' 
direflly  into  the  priefts  porch,  from  which  her  fex  and   ^^^v*^^ 
idolatry  excluded  her ;  and,  as  foon  as  (he  faw  the  young 
king  feated  on  his  throne,  attended  with  fuch  numbers  of 
armed  men,   fhe  rent  her  cloaths,  and,  in  a  defperate 
fury,  rufhed  in  amongft  them,  crying  out,  Treafon  /  Je- 
hoiaday  fearing  left  his  zealous  Levites  ftiould  pollute  that 
facred  place. with  her  blood,  ordered  her  to  be  hurried  A thaliah 
out  of  it,  and  to  be  put  to  death.     The  king  was  foon  Ujlain. 
after  conduced  from  the  temple  to  the  royal  palace,  and 
the  news  of  this  happy  change  proclaimed  throughout  the 
kingdom.     The  high-prieft,  who  by  this  time  was  in  the 
greateft  efl:eem,  both  with  king  and  people,  took  hold  of 
this  happy  juncture  of  the  public  joy,  to  root  out  once 
more  the  worfhlp  of  BaaL     They  began  with  the  temple 
of  that  idol,  .where  having  facrificed  Mathan^  the  infa- 
mous prieft,  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  they  pulled  the  whole 
fabric  to  the  ground  ;  nor  did  they  flop  their  hand,  tiH 
they  had  likcwifc  deftroyed  all  the  other  temples,  altars, 
and  monuments  of  that  idolatrous  worfhip,  which  Atha* 
lidh  and  her  predeceflbrs  had  reared  up,  both  in  feru^ 
falem  and  Judah.     On  the  other  hand,  Jehoiaddy  then 
at  the  head  of  all  affairs,  both  religious  and  civil,  was 
making  a  new  reformation  at  court,  and  in  the  temple, 
by  naming  thofe  who  had  (hewed  the  greateft  bravery  and 
zeal  in  the  late  revolution,  to  the  higheft  pofts  in  the 
government ;  and  by  reftoring  that  regularity  in  the  divine 
iervice,  which  had  been  interrupted  during  the  reigns  of 
fo  many  impious  monarchs ;  but  more  particularly  by  an 
exprefs  prohibition  to  all  ftrangers,  and  idolatrous  apoftates, 
to  enter  into  the  temple  of  God,  and  by  fetting  porters 
at  the  gates  of  it,  to  prevent  all  unclean  perfons,  of  what 
kind  foever,  from  entering  into  itP  ;  which  gives  us  rea- 


P  z  Kings  xi.  paC    z  Chron.  xxiii. 
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fon  to  fuppofe,  that  it  had  been  open  to  fuch    fisdudd 

perfons,  during  the  laft  reigns. 
Joa(hV  Thus  did  the  Divine  Providence  preferve  the  race  oi 

fietj  and  David  from  the  brink  of  dcflruSion ;  and  yoa/b^    who 
as'^/.         was  proclaimed  king  in  the  feventb  year  of  bis  ag^,  c<Mh 
tinned  to  tedify  his  grateful  fenfe  of  it,  by  his  uncommoo 
zeal  for  the  worihip  of  God,  during  the  good  bigji-priefi's 
life.     One  of  his  firft  cares,  after  he  was  come  to  age, 
was  to  repair  the  dilapidations  which  had  been  made  isi 
the  temple.     To  this  end,  he  ordered  the  priefts  and  Li\ 
vitis  to  take  their  yearly  circuits  through  all  the  cities  of 
Judah^  and  to  raife  voluntary  contributions  among    tbe 
people,   befides  the  poll  and   redemption* money,    to  be 
employed  in  finiihine  of  thofe  repairs.     But  tbe  priefts, 
who  looked  upon  the  latter  as  an  encroachment  upon  their 
revenues,  executed  his  orders  with  fuch  fhameful  flownefs, 
that  he  was  forced   to  difcharge  them  at  once,  and  to 
commit  the  whole  care  of  the  money  and  repairs  to  the 
high-prieft,  and  other  proper  officers  ( W).     But  J^afi^s 
zeal  did  not  long  furvive  Jehoiada^s  liie.     That  good  M 
Year  of  prieft  died  in  the  130th  year  of  his  age,  and  for  his  6ttli- 
the  flood  ful  counfel,  as  well  as  fignal  fervices  to  the  king  and  mr 
1498.     tion,  was  buried  in  the  royal  fepulcre  of  Jerufalem  ;  and 
Bef.  Chr.  with  him  feemed  to  expire  the  remembrance  of  aii  chat 
850.      he  had  done.     Soon  after  his  death,  the  bafe  princes  of 
V<V\J  Judahf  tired  with  diflembling  a  ze^l  for  God,  which 

(W)   And,  to  prevent  all  diligence,  that,  withoat  htaxn^ 

further  delays  and  mifapplica-  called  to  any  account  for  the 

tion,  a  capacious  ,cheil  was  or-  fums  th^  received  from  time 

dercd  to  be  fet  up  in  fome  pub-  to  time,  they  finiihed  it  to  the 

lie  place  in  the  temple,  where  fatisfadion  both  of  the  kii^ 

the  money  was  depofited,  till  it  and  people,  and  refunded  die 

amounted  to  a  fum  fafficient  overplus  into  the  king*s  hands. 

to  fet  about  the  work  ;  which  This,  together  with  what  was 

it  very  fliortly  did,  thro'  the  left  in  the  cheft,  was  by  Jeboi' 

generoiity  of  the  chiefs,  elders,  add*s  diredlion,   employed  in 

and  other  wealthv  men  of  Ju-  making  gold  and  fllver  veflels 

dab^  who  poured  in  their  pre-  for  the  uie  of  the  temple,  fuch 

lents  with  uncommon    readi-  as  cenfers,   trumpets,  fpoons, 

Jiefs  and  munificence.      This  forks,  and  the  like,  inltead  of 

money  was  immediately  diftri-  thofe  which  Jthaliab  had  coa- 

)bated   among  ^t^ful  work-  veyed  from  thence  mo  the 

men,  who  carried  on  the  work  temple  of  Baai(fi6), 
with  fo  much  uprightnefs  and 

(86)  yid,  %  Cbnn,  xxlv.  7.  13,  14. 

that 
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that  pootif 's  authority  had  only  forced  from  them,  came 
and   proftrated  themfelves  before  the  king,  defiling  that 
they  might  have  leave  to  return  to  the  old  way  of  wor(hip, 
v^hich   they  had  been   ufed  to  in  former  reigns ;  which 
the   eafy  king,  ^eafed,   perhaps,  with  their  unconioion 
fubcniffion,  having  too  readily  granted,  they  iounediateljr  JoaOi  amd 
forfook  the  temple  and  wor&ip  of  God,  and  fet  up  new  ^^'  cbiefi 
a\tars  to  thofe  filthy  idols,  which  they  had  formerly  httiifiKf^^ 
u(ed  to  worfliip  in  their  groves,  with  the  moft  abominable  ^^^* 
ceremonies.     This  ungrateful  defe<Slion,  after  fo  flgnal  a 
deliverance,  was  not  however  punifbed,  till  they  had  been 
often  forewarned  by  feveral  prophets,  of  the  iBiferies  which 
itihould  bring  upon  them  (Y).     But,  when  they  proved 
deaf  to  all  thofe  divine  admonitions^  God  ftirred  up  the 
Syrian   king  againft  them,  who  began  to  commit  fevere  The  king 
outrages  in  Judaa^  whilft   the  cowardly  Jewi^   though  rf  Syria 
much  fupcrior  in  number,  were  delivered  into  his  hands,  »«wtf^« 
as   a  puniChment  for  their  idolatry '.     Hazael^    flufhed  J"^***« 
with  the  fuccefs  he  had  had  againfl  Judah^  and  with  the    y^*J^ 
vaft  quantity  of  fpoil  which  he  had  fent  from  thence  to  ^     ^^^ 
Damafcus^  ^ame  up  againfl  Jerufalem^  and  made  a  tcr-  b-V^^cL 
rible  flaughtcr  among  thofe  Jewijh  princes,  who  had  been      « 
the   firft  authors  of  that  dcfeilion.     The  king  himfclf  s^^^ 
found  no  other  way  to  efcape  iharing  of  their  fate,  but 
by  ftripping  the  temple  and  his  own  palace  of  all  their 
treafure,  and  giving  it  as  a  ranfom  to.  the  Syrian  con- 

Jueror,   who  thereupon  left  "Jerufalemy  and  returned  to 
'>amafcus '.    Joafiy  however,  did  not  efcape  the  divine 

'  Vide  1  ChroD.  xxiv.  24.  '  Comp.  sKingsxii.  pafT.  & 

2  Chron.  xxiv.  pafll    See  alfo  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  312^  &  feq^ 

(Y)  Among  thofe  prophets,  ^crednefs  of  the  place,  or  of 

who  dared  to  reprove  the  king  his  charadler,  as  a  prophet  and 

^        and  his  nobles,  and  to  affare  high-prieft,    or  to   the  great 

them,  that  thefe  would  prove  fervices  of  his  father,  to  whom 

only  the  preludes  of  worie  mif-  he  owed  both  his  life  and  king-o 

\       . chiefs,  was  the  highprieft Zg-  dom.      However,  Zecbanah^ 

cbariab,  the  worthy  fon  and  being  full  of  the  Spirit  of  Gpo» 

t        focceifor  of  the  late  Jtboiada ;  foretold  to  them,    as  he  was 

l>atlMs^s^  coft  him  his  life,  dying,  that  Go p  would  fpeedily 

i         The  iinpious  king  caufed  him  puniih  the  murder  upon  the 

|o  be  iftooed  to  death  in  the  kii^  .and  themj  both  which 

V9^y  court  of    the    temple,  happ^ofod   foon  aft^r  accord- 


without  Kigard  to  either  the    ing\y  (87). 


vengeance; 
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Joafli  //    Vengeance ;  and,  tho*  he  then  laboured  under  Ibme  gnc| 
murdirtJ.  vous  difeafe,  his  own  fervants  confpired  againfi  hitn, 
murdered  him  in  his  bed,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his 
Ind  crowned  hb  fon  Amaziah  in  his  ftead  (2). 
Joa(h>r-      Amaziah  fucceeded  him  in  the  twenty-fifth  year 
ciidtd  fy   his  age,  by  which  time  Jehoahaz^  the  fon  of  Jehuy  ha'  ' 
Amaziah.  reigned  feven teen  years  in  Ifraely  had  left  the  kingdom 
his  fon  'Joajh,     During  this  time  nothing  coniideraiiie 
had  happened  in  that  kingdom,  except  that  their   id  * 
tries  had  alfo  expofed  them  to  the  cruel  oppreffions  of  tk| 
king  of  Syria^  till  Jehoahaz^s  repentance  and  pra  jcr  ob- 
tained a  kind  of  miraculousr  deliverance  '  ;  for  the  fuUer 
account  of  which,  we  fliall  refer  the  reader  to  a  former 
chapter  y.     What  happened  during  his  fon's  reign,  we 
fhall   fee  in  its   proper  place.    In  the  mean  time,  tk 
young  king  of  Judah  caufed  the  murderers  of  his  ^ther 
to  be  put  to  death  ;  but  the  text  obfervcs,  that  he  /pared 
their  children,  according  to  the  law  of  Mofes'^i   from 
which  one  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  all  his  predeceflors 
were  not  equally  ftrift  obfervcrs  of  it.     Amaziah  bad  in- 
deed feen  fuch  fevere  judgments  inflicted  upon  yotfi  ha 
father,  and  his  apoftate  chiefs,  as  made  him  tor  focoe 
time  afraid  to  imitate  them  ;  though  he  forgot  them  but 
too  foon,  and,  like  Joajhy  having  begun  his  reign  pioufly 
and  fuccelsfully,  he  made  as  impious  and  tragical  an  end 
Ama-        of  it.     His  fignal  fuccefs  againft  the  Edmites  *,  promised 
2iahV>f-  tQ  him  by  God  himfelf,  did  but  too  much  fwcU   the 
^^'  heart  of  that  young  monarch.  He  had  an  army  of  300,000 

fighting  men,  and  had  hired  100,000  more  of  the  king 
of  Ifraelj  when  he  was  going  upon  that  expedition; 
but  was  at  length  prevailed  upon,  by  a  prophet,  to 
difmifs  thefe  lafi,  not  without  great  refentment  and 
heart- burning  pn  their  fide,  of  which  they  failed  not 
to  give  an  ample  proof,  by  burning  and  ravaging  all  the 
countries  they  went  through,  in  their  return  home.  This 
broke  at  once  all  friendfhip  between  thofe  two  monarchs, 

*  2  Elingsxiii.  3,  4,  c,  6.  y  See  before,  vol.  ii.p.  311, 

Jc  fcq.    *  Deut .  xxiv.  1 6.     *  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 7 8,  &  fcq. 

(Z)  JoajS^  was  by  this  time  buried  in  the  city  of  Dan;H 

infach  abhorrence  for  the  mur-  yet  the  text  fays,  that  they  did 

der  of  the  high-prieft,  that  he  not  depoiit  his  body  in  the  fe- 

was  even  deprived  of  the  royal  palcre  of  his  ancefton,  but  in 

fepulcre  i  for^  though  .he  was  fome  places  apart  (88). 

(88)  2  Cbrw,  xxiv.  25. 

and 
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<]   proved  the  fourceof  a  bloody  war.    Happy  had  it    * 
en    for  Amaziahy  ii  this  \aA  been  all ;   but  that  infatu- 
sd  prince^  after  his  vi<Sory  over  Ed^my  became  fo  Am- and  idola- 
dLly  fbfld  of  the  idok,  which  he  had  taken  from  thcttiytry. 
a^^  a3  if  all  his  fuccefi  had   been  owing  to  them,  he 
.ijai^d  them  to  be  fet  up  in  ^udab  at  his  return^  aqd, 
ejAt  fo  far  as  to  burn  inccnfe  himfelf  before  them,  and  to 
^s^t:  fbme  infolent  threats  to  a  prophet  fent  from  God  toi 
^olaim  him.     No  wonder,    then,  if  Goo  left  him  to 
lallm  into  his  utter  ruin. 

Amaziah  had  indeed  caufe  to  refent  the  ravages  which 
h^  difbanded  Ifraelite$  had  committed  in  his  kingdom^ 
luring  his  expedition  againft  £<&m  ;  and,  had  he  been, 
eis  elated  with  his  fuccels,  might  have  taken  more  proper 
neafures  for  doing  himfelf  junice  for  them.  On  the 
ther  hand,  7^^  had  no  le(s  reafon  to  truft  to  his  own 
alour  I  who,  foon  after  his  acceffion  to  the  crown,  had 
iccn  fMiying  a  mournful  vifit  to  the  prophet  Eli/ha^  who  ! 

iras  then  lying  on  his  death-bed,  to  reprefent  to  that  holy 
»er(bn  the  melanchdy  ftate  in  wfai^  he  was  going  to 
cave  the  kingdom,  which  had  already  fuffered  thegreateft 
lai^mtties  from  the  kings  of  Sjria^  during  the  two  Uft  . 
eigns ;  and  the  prophet,  tbuched  with  a  fenfe  of  it,  had 
>Tophefied  fo  him,  that  he  fhould  gain  three  fuccecding 
f ifibDries  over  thiat  domineering  nation  ^.  Joafoy  there* 
bre,  who  had  by  this  time  given  fuch  "fignal  proofs  of  ht^ 
:ourage  and  conduA,  by  thofe  three  vi£lories  whidi  he 
lad  gained  over  the  Syrians^  and  by  recovering  all  the 
places  which  they  had  taken  from  his  predeceSon  (Z)^ 
pould  not  forbear  expreffing  the  utmoft  contempt   at 

his 

*  2  Kiogs  xiih  14,  $c  feq.  See  aUo  vol.  ii.  p.  312^ 
fc  feq. 

(Z)  It  is  not  eafy  to  deter-  after  the  bediming  of  it  (28}. 

xnke  t&e  time  when  Joafi  woil  Ardibiihop  Ujhir  places  it  in 

thefe  three  victories  ;but»  how-  the  fixth  alid  fubfe^oent  years 

ever,  it  is  more  than  j^robaMe,  of  his  reigo,  when,  having,  a^ 

that  it  was  long  before  he  re-  he  fnppofes,  t&en  his  fon,  the 

ceived  the  proud    thillcng6  briv^  JerohaHtll,  into  con- 

itovk  Amaxiaby  when  he  was  foitihip  with  him,  he  left  the 

in  the  i  6th  year  of  liis  reign  kingdom  under  his  care,  whilft 

(27).     The  text  wbuld  evcii  he  went  out  againft  the  anniei 

ftcUne  one  to  believe,  that  he  oi  Syria  [t^).                       ' 

bi^  to  beat  the  ^'i»i^  foon  ^      ^                           .  ' 

J27)  Vid.  UJir.  snn.M  A.  M.  317S.  (is)  Vid.  %  JSiikt  xS.  %t^ 

YouIV.  1,  •       Jhf 
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Js  itfiat^ 
$dh$  the 
king  pf 
lirael. 

Amatiah 
taken  fri' 
finer. 


ixk  a]TO|ant  challenge.  The  tnfwer  he  returaedi  i 
touched  m  the  moft  fcomfiil  and  mortifying  terms,  m 
the  allegory  of  a  defpicable  thiftle,  whtch^  bavisig  al|l 
to  an  alliance  with  the  noble  ccdar»  bad,  for  his  ambiiil 
been  cruihed  under  the  feet  of  a  wild  beifi :  he  d 
duded  with  advifing  him  to  reft  contetited  with  I 
late  petty  vidories,  and  not  fufier  his  ambition  to  (U 
him  into  a  defperate  attempt,  which  WoaM  end,  ini 
likelihood,  in  the  total  lo6  of  his  kingdom.  j/mMzkbt 
only  the  more  exafperated  at  this  anfwer,  and  ha/Ui 
go  out  againft  this  rival :  the  two  armies  met  in  the  nqj 
bourhood  of  Bethjhgmtjh^  Where  Jkiab  was  tod 
routed;  Jofiphus  adds,  that  they  were  (vaxi.  with  it 
a  panic,  at  the  very  fiHl  onfbt,  thilt  they  turned  tke 
backs  Without  flriking  one  ft^oke,  and  left  their  king^l 
the  mercy  of  the  conqueror  r.  Amatiab  was  t£m 
taken  prifoner,  and  Joajb  marched  on  with  him,  td^ 
6wn  army,  to  JimJaUrh^  where  he  oUCged  him  to  hq 

r  Ant  1.  ix.  <t.  ic 


the  remarkable  inaiaer  in 
ifrhith  the  <ffood  old  prophet 
ibfetoMtlie&  iignifd'Tiaories, 
and  \ffTN  estaiffly  his  wordi  were 
verified^  the  reader  may  fee  in 
the  place  qnder-quoted  f  lo). 
Ai  for  J^4^»  he  died  loon 
alter ;  and»  before  the  year  was 
6at,  fome  IfratUusy  going  to 
bury  a  corpfe  in  the  neighbour- 
hbod  o£  Samaria,  perceived  a 
band  qf  Xloahifes  itadt^  to- 
wards them,  for  fear  of  whom,     WW .  „ — w 

they  caft  the  dead  body  into    wroaghtdaring  his  life,  and  a)< 

pifift's  tomb,  and  fled  i  bat,    ter  his  death,  have  ac^ 

as  foon  as  it  had  tbuched  the 

t>onea  of  the  dead  prophet,  the 

man   revived,   and  ran  after 

theip.    Wehave£/ii^^  pa* 

fiisgyric  in  few  words  in  the 

U^'k.oiEccl^fiaftiam  '' M* 

<«  Jbfus,  fi^ys  tbat  aothor,  ^zm 

**  fined  with  the  fpirit  of  £ik* 

^Jab  ;   whilit  he  lived,   he 


««  was  not  over-aweil  Vl*T 
*'  prtnoe,  neicher  coM  «] 
.  *^  bring  hin  ioco  fahj/tC^v^ 
^'  no  word  conld  overcoA 
<«  him  ;  and,  after  his  dead 
•*  he  projAefied,  &fc  (S')' 
The  7/wj  add,  that  the  m, 
thus  miraciiloufly  raifed,  ^ 
called  Saturn ;  and  that  hebe 
gat  fens  and  daughtets  after' 
wards. 

Some^aqAers,  hamvCf^ 
content  with  the  miradet  ^ 


nied  his  birth  with  a  rdsarb 
bleo^e;  Aamely,  thato&eo' 
Ihe  golden  calves  beltewrfoj 
thefe  words,  with  fuch  a  WJ 
voice,  that  u  Was  heard  w^ 
GilgalU>J^r^alani  1^\ 
hi  that  it  to  feftroy^  tht  It^^ 
ukb,  and  hrgaitie 
magitin  pieces  (3  2}. 


iM 


(56)  »^»^*idiL  14, 
(S%)  yii>  Vorotb.  Epipbi 


r^wV 


hi 
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his  ffeedom,  at    the  expente'  of  all  the  gold  and  filver 
«i^faich  were  found,  cither  in  the  temple,    or  in  his  own 
treafury  ;    after  which,  having  demoliflicd  about  400  cu- 
bits length  of  the  city  wall,  and  taken  feme  hoflages  with 
him,   he  returned  to  Samaria.      He  did  not  outlive   this 
vi£fcory  above    one  year,  after  which  he  was  fiicceeded,  by 
his  (on  yeroboam^  the  fecond  of  that  name,  after  he  had 
reigned  fixteen  years.     As  for  Jmaziah^  though  he  out- 
lived  his  difgrace  above  fifteen  years,    yet  we  read  na 
niore     of  him  till  the  latter  end  of  hb  rfcign  ;    when, 
having  diftx)vered  a  eonfpiracy  that  was  formed  againft 
htm  at  Jerttfalem^  he  was  forced   to    flee    to  Lachijh^ 
wbetie  he  was  purfucd  and  murdered  bv  the  confpirators. 
He  w6s  carried  back  upon  horfes  to  jerujalem^  and  bu- 
t\^^  with  his  ancefton  \   and  his  fon  Azariah  proclaimed 
in  his  ftead  *. 

1 1^  the  mean  time,  whilft  AfM%iah  fpent  the  remnant 
of  his  reign  in  a  kind  of  inadive  fccurity  in  Jtrufaltm^ 
ytHhtiom    II.    the    brave   grandfon  of   Jehu^     feemed  Jeroboam 
ordaihed  by  Providence  to  reilore  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  II.  king  of 
to  its  priftinc  fplendor  and  greatncfs.     His  reign,  which  Ifrael. 
kfied   forty-one  years,    bcfidcs  thofe  ten  which  he  had  Year  of 
Ipent   in  copartnerfhip   with  his  father,  gave  him  timc^^he  flood 
more    than  fiiflicient  to  perform  that  noble  work,    to  ^5*3- 
tvhith  he  was  encouraged  by  the  prophets  yonah  the  fon  ^e^- Chr. 
of  jimhtai  (A),  and  Hdfea^c  fon  of  Betriy   who  were       ^^S* 
cotenipdraries  with  him,    and  foretold,    that  he  fhould  >*<^VV/ 
cotnplcte  the  deliverance  of  Ifrael^  which  his  father  had 

*  z  Kii^  xiv.  paC  to  vcr.  21.    2  Chron»  xxv.  per  tot. 

.  (A}Thisistheiame7^>!rii^^  es,   which  he  foretold  to  the 
or  y^nas,  as  he  is  called  in  the  king  of  Ifrael^  were  commit* 
gofpel   (34),    who  was  afteri-  ted  to  writiog^  and  iince  loft, 
wards  (bnt  to  preach  repentance  or,  which  is  more  probable^ 
to  the  Ninevites  (35).      U^er  were  only  delivered  by  word 
Joftly  obferves,  that  he  was  a  of  mouth.     We  have  nothing  ^ 
native  of  Gathepbtr  (36),   a  left  of  him  bat  the  book  that 
^>Wn  in  the  tribe  of  Zebu/m  bears  his  name^  and  which  re- 
(37)9  in  Galik$  of  the  Gentiks  latcs  to  his  being  fent  to  preach 
(38)^  againft  that  falfe  afErm-  repentanceat  Nintvib,  the  me- 
ation  of  the  yiws,   That  oat  tropolis  ^AJfyria ;  and  is  there- 
of Qaliiee  there  never  arofe  a  fore  foreign  to    our    prefent 
pr6pbei(39}.     It  is  uncertain  fobjea. 
whether  thofe  glorious  fucceiT- 

(34)  Mat$.  xU.  41.  (35)  Jcnab  iii.  pajf,  {36)  2  iCtngt  xiv.  25. 

(37)  7«A  xix.  13.         (38)  JJaU  ix.  U         (39)  Jcbrt  vii.  52.  Fid.  VJftr. 
^nn.  Jub  ^.  M .  3 1 97. 

L  2  .  begun. 
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l\^g  fbi  Hiftofj  pf  the  Jews  ^  B. 

begun,  notwitbftanding  his  cleaving  to  the   idolatries 
his  predcceffors.      Accordingly,  he  took  the  Syrian  a 
tal  Damafcusj    and  Hamathy  with  all  their  territorie 
both  which  had  formerly   belonged  to  Judab^^  and 
the  country  on  the  other  fide  Jordan^  from  Hamath 
the  fea  of  the  plain,  or  the  Dead  Sea  *».     The  particul 
of  all  thefe  glorious  actions  are  unknown  to  us,  bavi 
been  written  in  the  annals  of  the  kings   of  Ifrael^  Ja 
Year  of   fince  loft.     He  died  in  the  forty- firft  year   of'^his  reig 
the  flood  and  was  buried  with  his  anceftors  in  Samaria^  and  k 
1564.     cecded  by  his  Son  Zecbarsab^. .    Jeroham^s  reign  wasii 
Bcf.Chrift  deed  a  glorious  one,    with  refpect  to  his  cooquefls  j  bi 
784.     it  ftands  branded   for  various  idolatries,  and  for  tbe  in 
^-^■'^^'*^  juftice,    luxury,   rapine,  and  other  immoralities  whici 
reigned  at  that  time :,  infomuqh  that  tht  prophets  Ufa 
and  Jmos,  who  lived  in  his  days,  give  us  a  very  drcadU 
,     account  of  the  difbrders  and  debaucherv»     which  wen 
committed  both  in  Samaria^  and  in  Ifrael;  and  were  fcnt 
to  foretel  the  fad  and  total  ruin,  which  their  fins  wou]<i 
fliortly  bring  upon  the  whole  kingdom,     jfmosy  in  pirti" 
cular,  was  fent  from  Judahy  where  he  was   a  coamion 
ihepherd,  to  denounce  the  moft  fevere  judgments  aginff 
Ifraely  even  to  the  total  difperfion  of  it  ;    which  be  i\4 
under  the  types  of  graflioppers,    which  deftro/ed  a//  tk 
fruit  of  the  land  ;  of  a  devouring  fire  ^  and,  laflly,  of  a 
plumbet-line,  and  tottering  wall  ready  to  bury  the  idols 
of  7/r^// under  its  ruins  <*.     For  thefe  prophecies  he  was 
accufcd  to   the  king  by  Jmaziah^   one  of  the  idolatrous 
priefts  of  Bethel^  and  by  him  commanded  to  return  into 
Judahy  and  prophefy  there  ;  which  he  was  forced  to  do, 
though  not  before  he  had  denounced  this  heavy  judgmcflf 
againft  the  mcffenger,    that  his  wife  fhould  become  an 
open  proftitute  in  the  city,  that  his  fons  and  daugh^ 
fhould  fall  by  tbe  fword,  and  himfelf  (die  in  a  polluted 
land  «,  namely,  that  of  Afyria  -,  whither  the  ten  tribei 
were  foon  after  carried  away  captive,  and  he,  in  all  prO' 
bability,  along  with  them. 
Zacha-  Zachariah  fucceededhis  fsLthtr .Jeroham  :  he  W3« 

riah.  the  great- grand fon  of  Jehu  ;    and  fo  far  wasGoD'spro* 

'   Year  of   mife  to  this  laft  fulfilled,  that  the  kingdom  (hould  cob- 
the  flood    tiftue  in  his  family  to  the  fourth  generation  5  but  his  threat* 
1576.     fenings  againft  that  kingdom  did  not  lag  behind,  andwc 
Bef.Chrift  ^ay  date  the  downfal  of  Jfrael  from  the  reign  of  Zack' '! 
yyza  - 

^^^p^^,^      •  See  2  Sam.  viii.  6.     2  Chron.  viii.  3.  &  Numb.  xiii.  tj. 

*  2  Kings  xiv.  5,  &  fcq.      «  Ibid.  ver.  ult.    <  Amos  rn.  p- 
«  Ibid.  vcr.  ult.  ,1 

•  —   ■      rid  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


:.  VII.  to  the  Babylonifh  Captivity. 

'tab.  From  that  time,  we  read  of  nothing  but  treafons 
ind  rebellions,  of  murders,  anarchy  (D),  and  univcrfal 
lefolation  :  Zachariah  had  fcarce  reigned  fix  months,  be- 
bre  he  was  publicly  mafTacred  by  Shallumy  one  of  his 
)wn  domeftics,  according  to  "Jofephus  *',  who  feized  upon 
he  kingdom »  and,  after  a  reign  of  th'rty  days,  was  him- 
elf  murdered  by  Menaheniy  Zechariah^s  general,  in  the 
metropolis  of  Samaria.  As  foon  as  this  laft  was  feated 
upon  the  throne,  he  returned  to  Tirzah,  a  city  in  the 
tribe  of  Ephraim^  formerly  the  refidence  of  "Jeroboam  I  %. 
which  place  rcfufing  to  open  the  gates  to  him,  he  put  all 
the  inhabfitants  to  the  fword,  and  committed  the  nwft 
horrid  cruelties  on  their  pregnant  women  that  ever  were 
^on^  by  the  vileft  barbarians.  It  was  not  long,  however, 
iefofe  he  faw  himfelf  invaded  by  Ful  king  of  AJfyria  (E)  j 

^  Ant.  L  ix;  c.  1 1.        «  See  i  Kings  xiv.  17. 


Uf 


(D)  Oar  archbifhop  VJher 
'48)  obferves  here,  that  there 
nuft  have  been  an  interregnum 
»f  eleven  years  and  half  ^fbre 
Zacb€iriah2ScQxAti  the  throne; 
vithout  which  fuppofition  it 
vill  be  impoiEble  to  make  his 
3eath,  and  ShaUum'%  (hort- 
lived  reign,  to  coincide  with 
the  ^^xhyesx  oi  Jzariab\Mi% 
^  yudab^  in  which  it  is  Md 
to  have  happened  (49). 

(E)  The  fame  prelate  (50) 
thinks,  that  this  P^l  was  the 
fether  of  SardanafalfUt  called 
from  him,  Sardan-Puli  as  Mi- 
rodofb  king  of  Babylon,  was 
pWed  Merodacb'Baladan,  Put 
is  the  £rft  king  of  AJyria  we 
find  named  in  Scripture,  from 
the  time  of  Nimroi ;  and  may 
be  re^fonably  enough  fuppofed 
to  have  reigned  in  Nineveb  at 
the  dm^  oijonab^s  preaching, 
an4  t9  have  been  (converted  by 


Thofe,  who  follow  the  ^tr^ 
fion  of  the  Seventy,  believe, 
that  Put  was  invited  by  Mena- 
bent  to  come  to  his  ailidance. 
Some  of  the  prophets  up- 
braid indeed  the  king  and  peo- 
ple of  Samaria  with  fending  to 
AJfyria  for  help  ( 5 1 )  j  for  which 
they  threaten  them  with  being 
fent  thither  captives  (52) ;  but 
the  original  affirms,  that/'u/ 
came  againft,  or  invaded,  thf 
Jand ;  aqd  the  bopk  ofCbro- 
nicies  fays  exprefly,  that  Goo 
IHrred  up  the  fpirit  of  Put 
agaipft  him,  as  he  did  after* 
wards  of  Tiglatb'pil£/er,  who 
carried  away  the  two  tribes 
and  half  beyond  Jordan  jnto 
captivity  (53).  Jofepbus  rec- 
kons this  invaiipn  of  Pul  to 
havp  happened  toward  the  lat- 
ter end  of  MenabetfC^  reign 
(54)  \  but  Vfier,  whoin  we 
fpUow,  places  jt  in  the  begin- 
niilgcrf'it. 


^  C4S)  Ann,  fui  A.  JIf.  32*0.  (49)  »  Kingi  xy,  8,  17.         (5?)  ^^' 

h'  (sO^eT-v-'S*  ▼»"•  9*  »3-  x»  6.  13..  (51)  W'  Jf'^ 

3i  &  aHh.  faff:  (53)  Conf.%  Kings  xv.  19.  6?  I  CbrM.  t.  *//. 
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and,  as  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make   head  a{^ 
bim,  he  was  forced  to  buy  his  friendfhip    at   the  price  I 
1000  talents  of  filvcr,  which  he  levied  upon  the  wealdri^ 
of  his  own  fut3Je£b,  whom  he  obliged  to  pay  60  Ibei^ 
//r  head  J  upon  which  P«/ returned  homeward,  andii 
nahtm  reigned  quietlv  the  remainioe  eleven  )rears  of^ 
life,  and  was  fucceecfed  by  his  (on  Piiahiabj  in  tbe£fe 
year  of  Jzariahy  or  Uzziah^  king  of  Judah  *». 
Year  of         The  kingdom  of  Judab  aJl  this  while  enjoyed  a  pep 
thcflood    peace,      Jzariah,   whom  the  people  had  fet   upon : 
153^'     throne»  immediately  after  his  father  AmtndaV^  vcm 
^\  ^^^  (that  is,  as  the  text  expreffcs  it),   in  the    twenty-fcwd 
^^^  year  of  Jerohoam  II/s  reign  i  (F),  was   then  but  fixtd 
^^^^^  years  of  age,  and  was  wholly  direded  by  Zecbariabj  ^| 
the  prophet  of  that  name,  who  lived  after  their  id^ 
from  the  captivity,  but  another.  Who  is  only  knowfl  ''''i 
AzariahV  *c  great  wifdom  and  piety  of  his  counfels  to  the  ^m 
fiity  i        monarch  ;  fo  that,  during  the   life  of  that  faithful  counj 
fellor,  Azariab  became  equally  confpicuous  for  A*?  H 
againft  idolatry,  for  his  pious  imitation  of  his  heft  pf^^} 
€tndfu(-     ccflbrs,    and  for  his  great  fucccfs  agamft  fcvcral  of  A/i 
€efu    ,      neighbours,  efpccially  the  PA/7//?i«^j ''.     He  nkcwifcw- 
tified  his  own  metropolis,  repaired  the  will  ofir,  wdp 
bad  been  demoliflied  by  the  king  of  Ifraely   and  boj 
^veral  fortrefles  and  magaz'mes  in   fcvcral  parts  of  « 
kingdom,  and  in  thofe  countries  which  he  bad  taken  troi 
the  Phili/iims,  Jrabiansy  and  Mebunim[G\    HisariDl 
*  2  Kings  XV.  1 3,  ad  «a.         *  Ibid.  ver.  1.       >^  a  Cin* 
irxvi«  6,  &  feq.    See  belbre«  vol.  ii.  p.  ^{52. 

(F)  That  is,  as  the  fame  of  Gur-baaJ,  who  dwelt  i 
Vfi>er^  and  the  margin  of  our  ^mother  canton  of  the  fa»«|f 
Bibles,  rightly  obferve,  the  vince ;  and,  as  both  ws^  'J 
77th  year  from  his  being  ad-  the  fame  neighbourhood 
mitted  copartner  with  hit  fa-  Egypt^  therefore  the  ^!^ 
ther  Jeboafi,  though  but  the  that  Uz$siab^%  fame  ^•^^ 
16th  from  his  reigning  folc  abroad,  cvcn-unto  the  »t^ 
monarch .  into  Egypt  (55). 

(G)ThtkMebmimst\itaal^  We  ought  to  obfcrf c  i*^' 
da  paraphraft  renders  tbe  inba-  that  tbefc  wars  of  the  m 
tit  ants  pyo  nanOS  /«  the  Judabm  not  recorded  ii» '^ 
nvildernefs  of  Mahon,  which  book  of  Kings,  where  *i;^ 
was  in  that  part  of  Jrabia  Pe-  ftory  feems  flrangely  cui««*^| 
traa  toward  Gerar  and  Fba-  but  only  in  that  of  the  ^^' 
ran^  for  which  reafon  they  nHUs{^t). 
fccm  joined  with  the  Arabians  ^ 

KsO  Vii.  Boebart.  pb^leg,  /.  ii.  r.  jj.    |,e  Qerc.  em,  in  ^»  ^  ' 
.  45^)  Cow/,  2  aroff.  xx?i.  I,  &Jea,  t  Kings  xir.iSy^fijf 
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confifted  of   307,500  brave  men  under  the  cQnfimsuid  of  jfrmj  4nnf 
two  expert  generals,    Maaziahy  and  Hananiabl  and  oimaiakina 
Jebiely     his   fcribe,  or  fecretary  of  war,  who  appointed 
each  band  their  refpe£live  turns,  according  to  the  muftex*- 
rolls*      Beddes    thefe,  he  had  alfo  2600  officers,  all  &• 
mous  for  their  valour  and  experience ;  and  a  prodigious 
quantity  of   arms  of  all  forts,  to  fupply  his  army  witb^ 
vrhich  he  kept  in  feveral  ftrong  ftore-cities  all  over  hi5 
kingdom.     Xo  thefe  he  added  the  invention  of  new  ma- 
chines for  throwing  darts,  large  flones,  and  other  deftrii*' 
£iive  materials,   frqm  his  towers  and  bulwarks ;  whid^ 
a^re  taXd  to  have  been  contrived  by  fome  of  his  expert  en* 
gineers.  -    Whilft  he  was  thus  employe(J  in  his  military 
sMSairs,  he  did  not  forget  the  bufmeis  of  agriculture  :  the 
text  fays,  that  he  was  a  lover  of  it ;  that  he  had  great  herdt 
of  cattle,    a   great   number  of  fields  and  vineyards  of 
hufbandmen  and  vine-drefTers  ;    and  that  he  built  towerf 
and  cots,  and  digged  wells  every-where,  for  the  conve* 
nience  of  his  fervants  and  cattle«     So  that,  whether  we 
look  upon  bim  in  peace  or  war,  he  feems  to  have  arrived 
at  the  height  of  glory  and  wealth. 

But  aU  this  he  unhappily  loft  by  onp  ralSi  a£l,  |us  at-  Yw*  qf 
tempting  to  infringe  upon  the  prieftly  office,  and  to  bur^  ^^  *^ 


in  vain,  that  it  was  a  province  which  belonged  only  to  ^^^^^^^^ 

the  fons  of  Aarm :   the  infatuated  king  would  not  de* 

iift  from  it,  till  he  felt  himfelf  fmitten  with  kprofy  in 

fuch  a  fudden  and  extraordinary  manner,    as  made  him 

ienfible,  that  it  was  fent  from  Gon,  as  a  punilhment  for 

his  prefumption.    The  priefts,  as  ibon  as  they  perceived 

the  firft  tokei^  of  that  poIhting|  difeafe  appe^  in  his  fore« 

head,  were  go^hg  to  force  him  out  of  the  temple  ;   but 

V^ah  was  by  diat  time  ftruck  with  fuch  terror  and  re- 

i&otife(ii),  that  he  &ved  theni  that  trouble,  and  mad^ 

what 

;H)  ThertAbn9fV$miaV$  abk  circamibiiiq^   which  ae- 

Dg  thus  imracttfeufly  fmit-  companied  this  puniihmeiity  if 

ten  with  leprofy,  is  only  found  we  may  take  his  word  for  it  a 

in  the  book  ^Cbrmchs.  J9*  namely,  that,  wkik  tl^e  king 

/^Ai;f(|7}8dds  a  very  remarks  poffifttd  to  thitaten  the  priefti^ 

1 4  wii 
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,.  firjut  ^afte  he  could,  not  only  out  of  thmt   lacred  jix^ 

but  even  out  of  the  city,  and  went  to  li^e  in  a  fcpantj 
houfeyWbjsre  he  continued,  infe£ted  with  that  difteinpcr| 
iecluded  from  ^nunon  fociety,  ai|d  deprfred  of  the  rcgij 
power,  unto  the  day  of  his  death ;  and  i^ras  buried  in  \ 

^i  iftMih.  (epulcre,  apart,  adjoining  to  that  pf  his  anceftors  '•  He 
^jed  in  the  fifhr-fecond  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  iixtj* 
eighth  year  ofhisaee"^,  and  was  fucceeded  hy  his  £» 
jotham^  who  had  taken  theeovernm^nt  upon  him  imim- 
diately  after  his  father's  feclufion.  The  author  of  tk 
ChronicUs  adds,  that  Uzziab's  hiftory  was  written  bj 
ffaiah  the  fpn  of  J^s  » ;  but  we  find  nothing  pow  of  faia 
in  the  writings  of  that  prophet,  but  his  name  *• 

ITwo  years  before  ^2jr/>A's  death,  Pikabiab  fucce^ed 
hi^  father  Menahm  in  Ifrafl ;  and,  after  two  years re^^i 
was  l^iiled  in  his  own  palace  by  Pekah  the  (on  of  Rtm' 
liab^  one  of  his  generals,  ^ho  afcended  the  throne  ab(^ 
a  year  before  Jotpam  fucceeded  his  father  in  yudah.  The 
charader  of  thefe  two  princes  was  very  oppofite  ;  TJ^h 
was  a  wicked  prince,  and  fo|lowed  the  fteps  of  bis  pre- 


*  J  Chrpn.  xxyi. 
ib,  ver.  22,  23. 


Pekahiah 
iiW  of 

murdtni 

ib^  Pekah. 
Year  of 
the  flood 

p^f.  Chr. 
761. 

ll^^^^V^  who  oppofed  his  impious  de- 
£gn,  God  fent  a  miracalous 
earthquake,  which  had  this 
double  eflFeft,  that  it  opened 
the  roof  of  the  temple,  through 
the  crack  of  which  that  rav  of 
light  fell  upon  h^s  &c^  whiph 
fovered  it  with  leprofy  ;  and^ 
^.  that  i^  rent  a  mountain  in 
two,  which  flood  at  a  fmall 
oiftance  from'  Jirufakm^  one 
}ialf  of  which,  havinjp;  rolled 
'  about  four  furlongs,  topped 
Bgafiift  another  mountain, 
choked  the  highway,  and  co- 
vered the  king^  garden  ilU  over 
with  rubbifli. 

Sbine  of  the  prophets  ($8), 
indeed,  fpeak  of  an  earthquake 
jwhic^  iiappened  in  U»»iak*t 
^ays ;  but,   beiides  that 


per  t0t.        «  z  Kmgs  xv, 
<>  See  liaL  i.  i.  vii.  i. 


X. 


CboB. 


nei* 
j^^erthey,  nor  theikcredliiAo- 

*0)  4m0s  i.  X,  Zubar.  jdv.  |,  I  (59)  mi.  VJftu  Q»H,fiihA.H*  3**^; 


nan,  mention  any  thing  of  its 
wonderful  eSe^  againft  that 
monarch,  it  is  plain,  that^4r- 
fiphus  muft  be  miftaken  in  hi^ 
chronology,  who  makes  it  to 
have  happened  towards  the  lat^ 
tpr  end  of  that  monarch's  life  s 
for  he  exprefly  fays,  that  he 
died  of  grief  foon  after;  where- 
as the  former  of  the  prophea 
above-mentioned  fays,  that  die 
earthquake  happened  in  tbe 
days  Of  Uxtciab^  and  of  >v- 
boam  II.    Now  it  is  plaiOi  as 
the  learned  XJfiftr  ohkrvts,  iiat 
this  was  long  before  U^ 
was  fmittcn  with  leprofir,  ^ 
caufe  Jhis  (on  J§tbmn^  lybo  tool( 
the  government  upon  hint  iffl* 
me(fiat«ly  uppn  his  fect(^( 
was  not  bom  till  fome  tiias 
after  ^p^Amms's  death  [^9)* 
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leceflbrs  ;  To    that  his  reign  proved  troublefome  and  yn-* 
fuccefsful,  and  ended   in  a  violent  death  :   Jot  ham  was  Jotham 
twenty-five  years  old  when  his  father  died  ;  he  was  a  wife  AfBg  §/ 
and   pious  prince^  and  appears  to  have   inherited  all  his  Judalu 
father's  virtues,  without  any  of  his  vices  ',  and  was  blefTed 
with  extraordinary  fuccefs.     Psiabf  having  inade  a  leajeuc 
"with  Rezcin  king  pf  Syria^  made  an  attempt  againft  Ju-^ 
4ah  '^  but  vras  foon  forced  to  go  back,  and  defend  his  own 
territories  againfl  Tiglath-pilejer  king  of  AJfyrta^  who  had 
invaded   the  land  of  Naphtaliy  taken  the  moft  confider- 
able  toivns  of  it,  and  carried  that  whole.tribe  captive  into 
hisiown  kingdom  ;  whilft  jotham  gained  feveral  confider- 
able  advantages  againft  his  neighbours,  efpecially  againft 
llie  jlmmonftes^  whom  he  brought  under  a  yearly  tribute 
of  loo  talents  of  filver,  i 0,000  meafures  of  wheat,  and 
the  fame  quantity  of  barley  **  j  as  we  have  fecn  elfewhere  ?•  -^ 

At  lengthy  having  repaired  and  beautified  the  temple,  for- 
tified the  city,  and  done  many  other  public  a£ts,  Jotham  YtAxot 
died  in  peace,  after  he  had  reigned  fixteen  years,  and  was  the  flood 
fucceeded  by  his  fon  Jha%*    As  for  P$kahy  after  he  had    1609. 
}iad  the   mortification  to  fee  one  whole  tribe  torn  from  Bef.  Chr* 
him  by  a  foreign  power,  and  his  kingdom,  during  the  laft     739* 
ten  years  of  his  reign,  reduced  into  anarchy  and  rebellion,  V^VVl 
he  i^as  murdered    and  fucceeded   hy  Hojhea  the  fon  of 
Elab^  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign  ^,  and  about 
three  years  after  Jotham^%  death. 

However,  he  was  more  fuccefsful,  during  thofe  three 
laft  years,    againft  Ahazy  Jotham^s  unworthy  fon,  whofe 
impieties  made  his  reign  as  unfortunate  and  inglorious,  as 
that  of  his  father  had  been  glorious  and  fuccefsful    He    - 
was  fcarce  feated  on  the  throne,  before-  his  kingdom  was 
invaded  bv  the  joint-forces  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and 
^yria.     Ahaz  Was  then  under  the  utmoft  confternation,  AhazV 
at  the  news  of  two  fuch  powerful  enemies  coming  up  idolatrout 
agiftinfthim;    and  feems  to  have  expeded  nothing  \fX&  and  mfuc 
than  the  total  diffolution  of  the  Jewijh  monarchy  ;  when  ^ffjM 
Ifaiah  the  fon  of  Amos  (I),   who  had  begun  to  prophefy  ^^'i^- 
"^  even 

•  2  Chron.  xxvii.  5.  ,     p  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  148. 

^  Z  Kings  XV.  pafl*.  2  Chron.  xxvii.  per  tot.  Sec  alfo  Usser. 
am  fub  A.  M.  3245.  and  the  margin  of  our  Bible  on  2  Kings 
-XV.   30.  <..    '     ;'■ 

(I)  ^^^cdfrom  tlie    ntge  and  eloquence  for  that  im- 

womb  to  be  a  prophet  (6o)»    portant  offiee  (61),  is  affinteed 

iad  endowed  with  fingularcou-    by  the  Je^s^  aiUi  believed  by 

(60)  Vid.  //«/.  xJix,  r,  6f/^f,  (61)  mi.  J.  4. 

*  '  many 
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<''V  /)^W  thf  ^^tuu  ead  oi  Uzzisi^t  f  tag^  obi 
/  .o)  fig/i>  cbc  Lord,  coaflare  hiai,  dac  ibeietmmpoBz 
()..y>i|4  uy  ch<ur  iffisgth  io  viin  agjisft  y^ru/miem^  win 
ij.cy  wccc  about  bcficgiof  ••  At  the  fune  Tanc.  to  anr 
/'^  jiio),  that  tfac  final  pcfiJo  of  the yeuijh  wammximf^  wzi 
<  J^r^  ^^  (eared,  was  f«ir  eofoo^  of;  be  bid  iiim  jdk  a  %: 
Cup>  thougfaever  fe  hard,  and  it  Ihiyuld  he  gOBtn: 
him.  Hecc  cbe  lung,  whether  out  of  rdjpoO,  or  deGiat 
ency  and  unbdltf/,  rcfufing  to  afk  fof  the  prosiiu:  ii: 
the  propboc  aflWcd  hun  from  the  Lo&o,  ^^^^  IcttiK  r 
time  caoK,  s  virg'm  p$uU  umnw  aad  Uiar  ^Jlm.  J 
caU  his  tmmi  Himimnii-el»  mr  Gop  with  m  i    m 


' See X&i.  1.  f .        •Md.iiL  t,  2^  kk^.  x 


wmty  OfrifloMf,  tohavebeca 
thc^rmOkm  of  7#^ki8|or 
fuM[6i).  HuMyi&Mwaf 
jiboacthe  latter  «nd  fAUtxiab^^ 
a«tf;ii  (62) ;  but  Alm^  fropheck$ 
Mm\€  igiutfugodfori  (  ftane* 
ly,  the  £rft  file  €kiJp(itn  to 
yMktm,  «be  fix  nr^  Co  hif 
JhmJiw,mi  cfaeflefttoKr- 
%ekUUf}  exopptii^  cbat  fevfral 
4^"  tbep  aie  iiMer^pcirM,  wkich 
adate  ip  cbc  M^^mah,  aad  co 
Ibe  ia(eof  ieMtfid  imifa  king- 
Amis.  He  i$  iuiU/  cieened 
tbe  prince  of  w  propjbetf « for 
tbe  immitable  loftific^  a^d  ma- 
jefty  i»f  hi^  lly  k^  a$  wdH  ait  for 
ti^  ckaroel^  of  bi$  propJ^eciei. 
JUe  wa^  high!/  id^peaed  bf 
tbe  good  Jciflg^^  tfpeoali/  i^ 
iliXfik'mbf  w^  ii^ot  to  ooof (lit 
i^ia»  ttpwalloBWMoadlecj  awl 
tbrfaidofief^ 

pofed  tohave 

eldeacb^aiwe 


Tkift 


Id  s: 


(K) 
snch 

dttt  prophegr, 
pofe,  aflbae  1 
that  foch  a 
waffcaOf  hofmi 
to  afore  hki  of 
delhremoe:  ihr; 
theleaft 

traordioaiybiiihs  fe 
do  we  ice,  dkat  * 
■eoeffitylbrit,  ar 
TiDce  the  '  ' 
cooU  not  heigmawe  ef  ts 
prophecy  of  jmeA^  Tka;^ 
/cifirgJb^MU  mi  di^ 
Jiidah--/£//Shi]oh 
(65){fliiichkfichiehBfi^i 
fpHogof  the  fiacaBe  ri^ 
itt/.  But  what  tagcredi^ 
filth,  aad 
the  regal  power 
depart  noot  hit 
that  his  two  eaeaici  had  d 
bined  to  iet  a  ftraager 
throne  (66).  AC  il 
thatwai 


wi,  rid,  ^  Uitrft.  in IJs'u  fsf.  (fa|  K« 

fBBH 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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I   No  fooner  bad  tht  firft  part  of  die  picphcc^  been  v«* 
Ified,  and  the  city  beea  delivered   from  the  anpendii^ 

fcin^  than  the  impiooi  Jbn  gvre  himfelf  up  to  the  Tikft 
ipieties  and  idolatries,  in  which  he  £ur  ootweot  the 
jrery  worft  of  his  predeceflors  «  ;  till  God  was  pieiTcd  at  laft 
^  give  him  up  to  hb  two  grand  enemies.  Rnan^  to  make 
blmfelf  amends  for  hb  ill  fuccefs  aninft  JmfaUm^  went 
and  recovered  Elotb^  a  confiderame  fca-port  town  upon 
the  Red-Sta^  which  Uzziab  had  taken  ftom  him  ;  he  re- 
paired and  fortified  it>  drove  the  Jiws  out  of  it,  and 
peopled  it  with  his  Syridm  fubjeds  ;  and  from  that  time 
the  yews  never  could  retake  it  from  his  fuccefibrs  «.  What 
havock  he  made  in  his  territories,  we  have  abeady  pailty 
feen  in  the  Syrian  hifbry  ^. 

The  king  of  Ifroil  was  ftill  more  inveterate  and  fuc* 
cefsful,  and  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  how  far  he  m%ht  have 
carried  on  his  conquefts  againfl  hkn^  had  not  a  prophet 
been  fent  from  God  to  put  a  timely  fiop  to  diem*     He  J  jnut 
had  already  killed  in  one  fingle  battle  120,000  of  hisi^i^i^fr 
braveft  fubjeds,  befides  Maaftiab^  Aba%*%  fon,  and  ibme  <  bujkt^ 
of  the  noblefl  that  were  next  his  royal  perfon  ;  and  had/<^ 

*  2  Chron.  xxviii.  3,  k  fi^.      *  2  Elings  xvi.  6.        ^  See 
before,  vol.ii.  p*  315* 

prefimt  fears  about  it,  was  for  confirm  our  fenfe  of  the  pro- 

the  prophet  to  affore  him  firom  phecy,   and  that    the  words 

God,    that  diis  ^At^i^,   pro-  ought  to  be  thus  rendered :  Ar 

mifed   to  JtuUk  and  Ikntid,  (or  father,  as  the  partide  ^ 

who  was  to  forenm  the  total  c^*feems  to  import  her^a^^, 

exdfion  of  the  JiwijbfoUty,  irfmr$  this  ehiU  tarn  hmm  gmi 

was  to  be  bom  in  a  miraculous  /r§m  roii^  this  Umi^  'which  thm 

manner,  and  with  a  divine  cha*  Qtp  !•#«,  not  nifaipT^/,  as  our 

xader  ;  aad  other  remarkable  verfion  readers  It,  but)  mrt  fo 

eircumftances,  foch  as,he  might  foBdtma  mh§mt^  #r  gtveji  >^ A^ 

be  eafily  iktisfiad,  had  not  as  V,  ittll  be  bereaved  of  bodi 

yethaDp^pe^mhii  kinmkgn.  her  kings;    ^  which,    we 

As  for  that  part  of  the  pro-  think,  ouy^ht  to  he  nnderfbod, 

phecy,   which   is  commonly  not  the  kings  of  ^«  ai4  ff- 

urged  on  the  other  fide,  name*  rmsft  ^  thefomiiir  co^ld  not 

hp  BtfaritUsvipsAeii^MU  be  called  her  {Ce«##a^)  kiif  s 

fimll  Jkpvf  gmijrtm  nni,  tht  pmd  the  latter  had  hot  a  Aare 

iand<wbich  thpurnhhrnrr^JhrnH  init,atbeft;  buttheki^gi>qf 

hfirfakin  rf  h0th  hit  iMf#  ^rmilwoA  Jttdmh.  as  U  really 

(67)  I  we  thmk,  that,  if  it  he  was  hefi^ie  ;he  cgmii^  of  the 

iq|hdyi)9d(ar#99djiti^  rather  Mwi^u. 

(67)  JJti.  m  lU 

4:  Ekewife 
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likcwifc  taken  200,000  captives,  whom  they  were  carry- 
ing away  to  Samaria;  when  Odedy  that  was  the  prophet's 
name,  (lopped  them  fhort,  and  aflced  them,  whether  they 
'   did  not  think  it  enough  to  have  made  fuch  a    horrid  and 
univerfal  flaughter  of  their  brethren,  unlefs  they  carried 
away  a  much  greater  number  into  flavery*     He  added,  that 
though  the  idolatries  of  Judab  had  drawn    thofe  heavy 
judgments  upon  that  unfortunate  tribe  ;  yctj  if  they  per- 
fifted  to  carry  thofe  innocent  prifoners    into  captivity, 
their  cruelty  would  bring  down  much  fcvercr  ones  upon 
themfelves.     He  concluded,  with  exhorting   them  to  be 
contented  with  the  rich  pluhder  they  had  got,   and  to  fend 
their  captives  back  to  Jtrufalem  \   which  they  at  length 
complied  with.    This  fpeech  even  worked    10  far  n^oa 
them*  that  they  did  not  difmifs  them  without  fome  iignal 
tokens  of  pity  and  humanity  ". 
Ijdoin  and     Whilst  Aha%^%  affairs  were  in  this  difmal  pi/ghf,  th^ 
ibt  Hiili-  Edomites   and  Phils/lines    invaded    other   parts    of    hie 
toics  /V    land  ;  the  former  of  whom  carried  away  a  great  number 
nfodtbim,  of  captives,  and  the  latter  recovered  feveral  confiderabl^ 
frontier-towns  from  him  *.     In   this  extremity,  he  had 
recpurfe  to  his  old  ally  the  king  of  AJJyria^  whom  to  gain 
to  his  affidance,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  ftrip  both  temple 
and  city  of  all  the  gold  and  filver.      Tiglath-pilefer  re- 
ceived his  prefents  ;  but,  inftead  of  coming  to  affift  him 
againft  the  confederate  kings,  he  turned  his  whole  ftrength 
againft  that  of  Byrwy  under  pretence  of  caufing  a  diver- 
fion  (L)  ;   and,  having  killed  Rizan^  and  feized  upon  his 
capital  7,  Aha%  came  thither  to  pay  a  vifit  to  him,  upon 
what  defign  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  j  and,  at  his  return,  not  only 

V  2  Chron.  xxviii.  from  ver.  6.  to  16.  <  See  before,  vol. 
si.  p.  315,  &  feq.  y  z  Chron.  xxviii.  17,  18.  See  alfo  before, 
vol.  ii.  p.  315,  &feq. 

(L)  This  is,  at  leaft^   the  a  model  to  be  taken  of  it, 

beft  way  to  reconcile  the  book  and  to  be  fenc  to  Urijab  the 

of  Kings  and  that  of  G^rew-  high-prieft,  with  orders  that  he 

€lt$  I  the  former  of  which  fays,  ihoald  caufe  one  to  be  made  after 

that  he  came  to  AbaTth  affift*  it,and  to  be  (ibt  up  in  the  temple, 

ance  ;  and  the  latter,  that  he  Urijab  dared  not  diibbey,  bdt 

did  not,  bat  rather  ftrdghtened  caafed  the  altar  to  be  made, 

him  (68).  and  to  be  placed  in  the  room  of 

Among  the  curiofities  Abax  the  old  one,  which  had  been 

faw  at  Damafcus^   he  was  fo  fet  up  by  Solomon  ;  which  laft 

taken  with  the  elegance  of  an  was  put  by  on  the  north  iUe 

heatheniih  altar,  that  he  caafed  of  it. 

($8)  Conf.  zKsngtxy'u  7,  &Jep  &  z  Cbron.  lUndt  20,  HI* 

offered 
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offered  up  incenfe,    and   a  vaft  quantity  of  facriitces,  Hiiid^U- 
upon  his  new  altar ;  but  foon  after  caufed  the  temple  to  be  ^c^# 
Ibut  up,  wbilft  he  reared  others  \h  every  corner  of  Je^ 
rufalem^  and  every- where  clfe,  to  the  Syrian  gods,  which 
he  (aid  had  been  fo  fucccelsful  againft  him  ;  -  and,   having 
abandoned  himfelf  to  the  moft  abominable  idolatries,  fi- 
niflied  his  impious  reign  in  the  thirty-iixth  year  of  his  age,  death, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Hmkiah  :    he  reigned  ux-  Year  of 
teen  years  y,    and   was  buried   in  "Jerufalem^   not  in  the  the  flood 
fepulcre  of  Pavidy  of  which  he  was  efteemed  unworthy,     1662. 
but  in  fome  other  place  by  itfelf  *.  ^^'  ^br. 

The  kingdom  of  Ifraely  all  this  while,  was  in  no  better      7*^« 
plight  than  that  of  Judah  :  Pekah  had   paid  dear  for  his*  ^""^^V"^ 
fuccefs  againft  it,  being  murdered  by  Hojhea  foon  af^r 
his  return ;  that  is,  in  the  fourth  year  of  Ahaz.    This  re- 
volution, however,  proved  fo  diftafteful  to  the  IfraeliteSj 
that  it  coft  a  kind  of  anarchy,  which  lafted  almoft  nine 
years  ;  during  which  time,    Hojhea  found  it  a  difficult  Hoihea 
taik  to  keep  himfelf  upon  the  throne  :  and,  after  he  had  king  of 
quelled  thefe  commotions,  and  began  to  reign  more  peace-  Ifrael* 
ably,  we  do  not   find,  that  he  made  any  hoftile  attempt, 
cither  againft  Ahaz^  or  his  fucceftbr  (H). 

I N   the  mean  time  Hezektah  had  afcended  his  father's  H«c- 
throne,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  12th,  or,  kiah'/ 
as  the  text  hath  it,  in  the  third  year  of  Hojhea' %  reign  igoodnign. 
that  is,  abating  the  firft  nine  years  of  anarchy,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  «.     It  was  not  diS* 
cult  for  him  to  difcover  the  fource  of  2lI\  yudaF^  misfor- 
tunes, and  the  moft  efFe£lual  means  to  retrieve  them  ; 
this  is  what  he  fet  about  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and 

y  2  Kings  xvi.  2.      *  2  Chron.  xxvlii.  ult.     «  See  Usher, 
iibi  fup. 

(H)  He  had,  indeed,  other  means  not  men^oned  in  the 

bufincls  upon  his  h^»:    SM-  text,  become  tributary  to  A/* 

^  mam/er  had,  by  this  tune,  fac-  ,(yria  (70) ;  and  was  endeavoar- 

cecdcd  Tiglatb'pilejer  in  JJ)'  ing  to  free  himfelf  from  that 

ria  ;  and  whether  Uo/Xfea  had  yoke,  by  courting  So,  king  of 

been  forced  to  make  ofe  of  Eofft,  toanalliaDce  with  him. 

his  affiftance    to   fettle  him-  This  attempt  proved  the  fource 

felf  u^n  his  throne,  or  whe«  of  new  tro&bles,  which  ended 

ther  his  predeceflbr  had  com-  atlaft  in  the  total  excifion  of 

mitted  any  hofUlities  againft  the  IfraeUtifi  monarchy,   as 

Ifroil,  daring  his  alliance  with  we  fliall  fee  very  foon. 
4!^f%^  Hf^ia  was,   by  fome 

(7oJ»JiSV^#XTii.3^fl^/ff,  ^.     . 

fpplication. 
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netem-  application.  He  begah  with  opening  the  temple,  and 
///  opined  commanded  the  priens  and  Leviies  to  renew  the  dai^ 
mndpuri'  worfliip  of  GoD,  according  tO  the  law  oi  Mofes.  This 
Jiid*  good  work  was  begun  on  the  firft  dav  of  the  year,  it  being 

the  fabbath  t>,  ^nd  Was  finHhed  on  Saturday  the  ihteendi 
of  the  fame  month.  The  king  then  afK^mbled  the  elders 
of  Juddh  the  next  morning,  and  went  with  them  to  the 
temple,  attended  bv  the  priefts  and  Ltvius^  and  a  numer- 
ous croud  of  people.  Here  they  began  to  offer  up  die 
proper  offerings  to  expiate  the  ims  of  the  nation ;  after 
ivhich,  they  facrificed  fuch  humbers  of  burnt  and  peace- 
offerings,  that  the  priefts,  who  affifted  at  the  ceremony, 
being  infufficient  for  the  fervice,  were  obliged  to  call  io 
the  Levltis  to  their  afTiflance  i  and  thefe  accepted  die 
office  with  the  utmofl  readinefs  and  joy*  AH  this  while, 
the  air  was  filled  with  the  found  of  the  trumpets,  and 
other  mufical  inflrunnenfe,  and  with  thfe  voices  of  the 
fingers,  who  accompanied  the  ceremony  with  pfalms  and 
hymns  fuitable  to  that  extraordinary  folemnity,  Which  was 
concluded  with  exprelfions  of  the  utmoft  Joy  and  fatif- 
faSion,  both  in  the  kinc  and  people.  It  Could  not,  in- 
deed, but  be  a  pleaflng  Tight,  to  fee  a  king  and  natiotl 
fo  fuddenly  turned  frofn  the  worfhip  of  the  filthiefl  idols, 
to  that  of  the  living  God  f .  One  misfortune  thefe  was, 
however,  that  the  feafon  was  paft  for  celebrating  the  pafT- 
'  over  J  that  folemnity  was  to  begin  on  theeveof  the  14th 

day  of  that  month,  and  it  Wis  now  the  i7Ch  ;    but  their 
ze^l  pointed  to  them  an  expedient  out  of  the  law  of  Mofesy 
where  it  is  prefcribed,  that  thofe.  Who,  by  reafon  ofany 
leg^l  impediment,  cbuld'ndt  tdebrate  that  feftival  on  the 
firfl,  &oukl  do  it  on  the  Cecond  month  ^.    The  good  king 
'         poftponed  it  accordingly,    and  made  ufe  6(  that  intervalj^ 
to   fend  circular  letters  through  his  whole  kingdom,  to 
jf  filmn  i'^vite  his  fubjcifa  to  be  prcfent  at  thtt  finrft,  oil  the  14th 
pafocvir     of  the  next  month.     His  piety  wc«.*Murther  5  and  the 
cdtbrated.  miferies,  under  which  the  idolatrous  IfraBliUs  groaned, 
infpired  him  with  a  defire  of  endeavouring,  at  leaft,  to 
work  a  reformation  in  that  unhappy  kingdom  :    to  this 
Ifrael  in-   ^^^^  ^^  ^^"'  *  "^^^  patthetic  letter  to  them,    wherein  he 
vited  to  it  <Jifcovered  to  them  the  fource  of  all  their  misfortunes,  and 
hytbiking,  exhorted  them  to  return  to  the  worihip  of  the  true  GoJ>s 
and  to  prefent  themfelves  before  him  at  thf  enfuing  fb* 
lemnity,  as  the  moft  e£&<Stual  mieaaS)   not  Only  fo  aveit 

^  2  Chron.  xx«.  3,  &  feq.  «  Ibid,  per  tot.    *      f  See 

before,  p.  21,  &  feq.  &  not. 
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bis '  fttCare  judgments,  but  even  to  obtain  from  hhn  the 
gracious  recalling  of  their  unhappy  brethren,  whom  the 
kings  oi  AJJyria  had  carried  into  captivity  ®  (N). 

Whilst  the  kine'smefiengers  took  their  prosrefs  from 
Dan  to  Beerjheba^  the  Jtvus  were  taken  up  with  burning       ' 
and  demolifhing  all  the  idols,    altars,   and  other  idola- 
trous monuments,  which  l»d  been  reared  in  Jerujalem ; 
fo  that  that  metropolis  was  thorou^ly  purged,  before  the 
appointed  feftival  was  come*     By  this  time  the  city  was  ^evtral*/ 
filled  with  people,  hot  only  from  all  the  parts  of  the  king-  thtm  €§me 
dom,  but  alfo  from   that  of  Ifrael^  out  of  the  tribes. of /0/i&//#^ 
AfheVj  Zehulvn^  Manajfehy  znd  Iffaciar  {O).     This  fo- 
kmnity,  the  like  to  which  had  not  been  obferved  flnce 
the  latter  end  of  Solomon* s  reign  ^,  infpired  the  people  with 
iixcfa  uncommon  zeal,  that,    as  foon  as  they  were  dif- 

■  ±  Chron.  xabc.  €,  &feq.  ^  2  Chron.  xxx.  paff. 


(N)  This  ftiews,  that  71- 
glath'pilefer,  or  his  fucceflbr, 
Jiad  invaded  part  of  Hofita'i 
kingdom ;  and  it  is  probable, 
that  it  was  at  this  time  ithat  JiJb 
laid  it  under  a  tribute ;  .unlefs 
we  will  fuppofe,  with  feme  au- 
thors (77),  thatit  had  begun 
in  Fi(/*s  time.  [See  the  next 
note.] 

(O)  Thefe  did  not  indeed 
come  in  fuch  numbers,   there 
being  many,  even  of  thdfc  four 
tribes,  as  well  as  of  the  other 
five,  who  made  a  jeft  of  the 
king^s  pious  invitation:    not 
that  Hsfijia  did  in  any  way  op- 
pofe  it ;  for  it  doth  not  appear 
that  lie  did :  on  the  conuary, 
as  he  is  recorded  to  have  been 
Hx  kis  wicked  than  any  of  his 
|iredeceilbrs  (78),  it  is  proba- 
ble the  bad  Situation  of  his  af- 
fairs may  have  induced  him  to 
embrace  any  means  that  would 
tender  Providence  more  propi* 
tbttstokim.   tidwever,  thoft 


of  his  fiilgeds,  who  came  td 
thefeaH,  either  had  not  had 
time  enough  to  purify  them- 
felv^,  or,  which  is  as  proba- 
ble, the  very  memory  of  thofe 
necefikry  preparatives  had  been 
quit^  obliterated  in  Ifrael^  du- 
ring fo  long  an  interval  of  dif- 
ufe,  fo  that  they  ventured  to 
eat  the  pafibver  with  the  left, 
without  .regard  to  the  illega- 
lity of  it.  Some,  therefore; 
acquainted  Hexekiah  with  it  ; 
but  the  king,  virho  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  tocheriih 
their  pious  zeal,  eafily  over- 
looked tliat  circumftanoe,  and 
prayed  to  (jod  to  do  the  fiune. 
However,  for  the  fake  of  tlK>fe 
ofhfi  own  people,  whoweit: 
alfo  unparified,  amotig  whom 
w^e  ievttal  priefb  and  Levitet^ 
he  ordered  the  feilival  to  be  ce- 
lebrated another  feven  di^ys, 
th^  none  might  be  excluded 
from  it. 


(77)  Vii,  Catmet,  iftfi*  ^^T.  W«#  lu*  cBaf*  47^  ad/ru 


mifled 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i6o  ^be  Hifiory  oftU  JcWs  '  "  B.  I. 

mifled  fronv  it,  tbey  went  about  deftroying  all  the  old 
relics  of  idolatry,  each  in  their  refpedive  countries,  die 
king  himfelf  encouraging  them  by  his  example,  till  he  had 
utterly  cleared  bis  kingdom  from  them.  Even  the  very 
brafen  ferpent,  which  Moja  had  caufed  Co  be  fet  up  ift 
the  wiMcrncfs  «,  Hixekiah  ordered  to  be  broken  in  pieces, 
becaufe  he  found,  that  the  people  had  offered  incenfe  to 
it ;  and,  in  contempt,  called  it  Nihujhtan  \  that  is,  a 
piece  of  brafs  **. 

His  next  care  was  to  reftore  all  the  branches  of  the 
wqrfhip  of  GoD,    to  make  an  exa&  fcrutiny  into  the 
genealogies  of  the  priefts,  Levius^  and  muficians,  in  order 
to  fettle  their  feveral  clafTes,  according  to  DavicTs  mode). 
He  provided  for  their  maintenance,  by  reviving  the  laws 
of  Mofes  concerning  the  firft-fruits,  tythes,  redemption^ 
vows,  and  fuch-like,  relating  to  the  Levitical  revenues  j 
fo  that,    by  O£iober  fallowing,  when  all   the  fruits  fir«re 
brought  in,  they  had  received  their  income,  and  proper 
diflribution  had  been  made  of  it  among  them  K   HezeUai, 
HesEeki*    *'^  *^®  while,  was  bleffed  with  fuctefs  equal  to  his  piety  y 
zk^sfuc"    ^^^'  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  found  himfelf  firong  enough  to  free 
fgfi^  himfelf  from  the  tribute  which  the  AJfyrians  bad  forced 

from  bis  predeceiTor,  he  with- held  his  hand  from  paving 
it,  and  turned  his  forces  againft  the  P^7i/?//f</,  over  whom 
he  got  fuch  confiderable  advantages,  that  he '  regained, 
with  ufury,  all  that  they  had  got  during  Jhaz*s  unhappy 
reign''.  . 

Ifrael  in*       It  fared  quite  otherwife  with  the  kingdom  of  Ifraet ; 
nfoded,      and  Hojhea^  little  dreaming  how  near  it  was  come  to  its 
final  period,  was  only  thinking  how  to  free  it  from  the 
AJfyrian  bondage.     But  Shalmanefer^  who  kept,  no  doubt, 
a  watchful  eye  over  him,  foon  difcovered  and  broke  all 
his  meafures.     To  work  his  overthrow  more  ellFedually, 
he  took  care  to  fecure  the  land  of  Moah^  by  rafing  their 
two  chief  cities  ^    according  fio  Ifaiab*^  prophecy  de* 
nounced  three  years  before"^,    and  laying  wafte  all  that 
land,  and  that  of  Ifraely  till  he  was  come  to  the  gates  of 
SaBMiria     Samaria^  and  had  laid  clofe  fiege  to  it.  Hffjhea  had,  how- 
hiJUged     ever,  fo  well  fortified  himfelf  in  that  city,  that  it  held 
mndtakm.  out  almoft  three  years  againft  the  AJfyrian  king.     The 
text  gives  us  no  further  particulars,  either  of  thi^  fiege  or 

s  Num.  xu.  8,  &  feq.       »  2  King^  jtviii.  4.  <  2  CSiron. 

XXXI.  pair.             ^  Sec  before,  vol. li.  p.  25^.  '  Ibi<<. 

^p.  138.    See  alfo  UsHsiLVaiuii.  fub  A.  M.  3280.  ^  Ifiu« 
»v.  I,  &fcq. 
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war,  except  that,  after  the  taking  of  that  metropoh's,  the  Th/ad 


721. 


reft  of  the  kingdom  was  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  conqueror  j  endtfiht 
and  that  both  the  king  and  all  his  fubjedfs  were  carried  away  Ifraclitiih 
into  captivity,  and  difpofcd  of  into  the  fame  provintts  of  ^'''iff^***' 
that  empire,  whither  their  brethren  had  been  fcnt  m  a  ^^^^ 
former  reign  (P)  ;  but  we  have  a  dreadful  account  of  it  "*^"<^~ 
in  feme  of  the  prophets,  who  defcribe  the  diftre6  ^^**BrfChrift 
people  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  m.  The  Affyrians  committed  ' 
the  moft  horrid  cruelties  againft  their  captives,  ripping  up 
their  pregnant  women,  and  daihing  their  children  againft' 
the  ground  ^  ;  and,  having  reduced  Samaria  into  a  heap 
of  rubbifli  *»,  and  laid  wafte  all  the  land,  returned  home 
laden  with  the  fpoil  of  Ifrael,  As  for  the  land,  into  which 
the  ten  tribes  were  carried,  it  has  been  fought  with  no  fniall 
pains  by  the  learned  of  all  ages  :  what  the  moft  probable 
conjedure  is  concerning  it,  will  be  beft  feen  in  the  next 
chapter.  This^  was  the  fad  arid  fatal  end  of  the  Ifraelitiflf 
kingdom  P,  after  it  had  ftood  divided  from  that  of  Judab 
254  years q.  It  happened  in  the  6th  year  of //if«^i/tf A, 
and  in  the  9th  of  Hojbea,  A  great  number,  however, 
of  the  Ifraelites  efcaped  with  their  lives,  fomc  into 
Egyp^j  and  a  much  greater  number  into  the  kingdom  of 
Judab  5  where  they  weaned  themfelves,  by  degrees,  from 
their  former  idolatries  and  rebellion,  and  became  fubjefta 
to  Hezekiahy  and  his  fuccefl(»rs.     On  the  other  hand,  the 

»  Hofti.  paff.        n  Ch.  X.  8,  14.        <>  Micah  i.  6,  &  alib. 
'  2  Kings  xvii.  pafl*.  ^  Vid.  Usser.  ann.  in  A.  M.  3283. 

See  alio  vol.  iii.  p.  238. 


(P)  The  firft  boolc^  of  the 
Cbr^mcUs  tells  U8»  that  God 
Airred  up  Put andTigiatb^ile' 
fir,  kings  of  Affyria^  againft 
the  impious  Ifraelitn  %  and  that 
the  latter  carried  away  the 
two  tribes  and  half  from  be- 
yond Jordan t  and  feat  them 
into  the  countries  of  Hala^ 
Habor^  and  Hara^  and  to  the 
river  GoTum  (78).  And  the 
book  of  fobit  adds,  that  the 
tribe  of  Napbtali,  of  which 
Tojf /  was,  being  carried  zvuzy 
by  Enemeffar  who.  is  the  fame 

(78)  I  Cbtw,  V.  ult, 
Vol.  IV. 


with  SbabiuMifir,  was  placed 
in  the  province  of  Midia^  and 
himfelf  in  the  capital  of  it^ 
called  Ragis,  where  he  left  ten 
talents  with  his  kinfiaan  (79)« 
What  thofe  countries  were, 
which  we  menti(Hied  out  of  the 
CbroHtcUf^  and  bow  they  are 
uoderHood,  belongs  to  another 
chapter  ;  but  it  is  plain  by 
this,  that  there  was  at  leaft  a 
doable  invafion  of  the  land  of 
Ifratl  hf  the  Adrians ^  and  a 
double  captivity. 


(79)  Cap^  i.  Mr 
U 
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Jffyrtansy  Joftfhus  fays  Shatmamfsr  %  but  it  was  more 
probably  Sennacherib^  fent  colonics  from  fcvcral  of  their 
provinces,  but  chiefly  from  Cuthahy  to  repeople  the  land 
of  Ifrael^  from  whence  thefe  new  inhabitants  came  to  be 
called  Cutheans  ^  {QJ. 

Hezekiah  all  this  while  had  enjoyed  9  profound  peace 
in  his  kingdom  ;  and  Sennacherib^  th^  ne  w  king  of  Jffyria^ 
contented  himfelf  with  the  tribute  which  both  he  and 
his  predeceiTor  paid  to  him  j  but,  as  foon  as  he  found  him 
to  fail  in  it,  he  came  againft  him  v^ith  a  powerful  army, 
and  took  from  him  a  great  number  pf  fortified  cities,  ia 
U>  ihort  a  time,  as  feemed  to  threaten  nothing  lefs  than 
the  total  ruin  of  the  whole  kingdom.  Hezeiiah^  who 
fftw  his  erxor  too  late,  had  no  way  left  to  retrieve  it,  but 
by  a  fpeedy  fubmiiSon  ;  he  fent  an  embafly  ta  Sennacherib^ 
acknawkging  his  fault,  and  promifing  him  to  fuboiit  to 
whatever  terms  he  (bould  impede  upon  him  ;  and  accom* 
panied  it  with  the  richeft  prefents,  for  which  be  was 
forced  to  ftrip  the  temple,  and  his  own  treafury,  of  all  their 
filver  and  gold.  This  wrought  fo  well  upon  the  con- 
queror, at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  that  he  returned  with  his 
army,  without  inflifting  any  other  penalty,  than  a  yearW 
tribute  of  300  talents  of  filver,  and  30  talents  of  gold. 
But  this  refpite,  though  fo  dearly  bought,  did  not  lafil 
(ong  9  for  the  treacherous  AJfyrian  king,  who  contioued 


'  AfJt.  1.  13f.  c.  14^      ^ 

$sPii.  ubi  fup. 

(Q,)  The  text  adds  (80), 
llbat  t&efe  new  colonies  were 
Kke  tt^  Kav«  been  deftro^ed  by 
lions, -Ji^fi^i  feysj  by  pefti- 
leiK:e(di},apon  their  vtiy  flrft 
iettlement,  (qx  their  diiregard 
^  QoDj  ib  that  they  were 
fsyroedto  And  iato  4^f^,  to 
d^re  the  king  to  give  them 
fotM  I/raelitiJS^prieSs^  to  in* 
ftpuA  the m  how  to  worfhip  and 
appeafe  him.  This  being  com* 
plied  with,  they  fet  themlclires 
&MBediately  about  it,  hot  with- 
out forfaking  that  of  their  own 
gods^  which  they  had  brought 

(80)  2  ISn^s  xvil.   25,    &  fea^ 
{%%)  Um  ibfd. 


•  z  Kittgs  xvii,  %\.    Vii  Jo- 


from  their  re(pe6Uve  countries. 
And  here  bsgao  a  new  khtl  of 
idigiott»  not  onlil^  that  of  the 
IfiwUtu ;  confifting  in  ^w 
woHhtp  of  the  true  Goct,  and 
•f  a  number  of  falle.  deitka* 
Hence  fprang  that  matuai  ha* 
tred  between  the  Jewi  and  £^  , 
nmrkansy  the  former  aboffiiflA- 
ting  even  the  naiae  of  the  li^ 
t^  ;  and  thefe  alwajs  difinvar 
ing  any  Jcindred  With  tkem  ia 
time  of  adsxrfityt  though  fiurh 
waidenougbto  chum  it  i&  tfaae 
of  pioipenty  (8a}. 

(Sxj  Ant.  /.  IX.    e*    14. 

ftiU 
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ftill  at  Lachifl)^  foon  after  fent  his  army,  under  the  com-' 
mand  of  Tartan^  Rahfaris^  and  Rabjhakeh^  direflly  againft 
yerufalem  ;  fo  that  Hezekiah  JFaw  himfelf  in  much  greater 
danger  than  ever  of  lofmg  hb  kingdom  and  liberty,  if  not 
his  hfe. 

Whilst  thefe  were  coming  againft  him,    the  king  ^^^^i?. 
made  all  proper  preparations  for  a  brave  defence  5  he  for-  ^*wrx 
tjfied  the  city,  repaired  the  wall  of  it,  furrounded   it  with  ^g^inft 
another   wall,    fenced  it  with  towers,   and   hid  in  good  ***• 
ftore  of  arms  and  provifions  for  the  fiege.     He  like  wife 
caufed  all  the  fountains  about  the  city  to  be  flopped  ;  and 
the  courfe  of  the  brook  Gihoity  which  watered  all  that 
region,  to  be  turned  another  way,  to  cut  off,  as  much  as 
poffible;  aii  fupply  of  water  from  the  enemy.     This  done^ 
be  called  together  all  his  chief  oiScers  to  ope  of  the  gates 
of  the  city  >    and  exhorted  them,    in   a  gr^ve  and  pious 
ipeech,  to  rely  whoUy  upon  God,    to  &bave  with  be- 
coming valour,  and  by  no  means  to  be  difcouraged  u  the 
iiumher  and  flrcngth  of  the  faithlefs  -<^^ii«j  ^  (R). 

The 

^2  Kings  xviii.  13,  ic  feq. 

(R)  Itisnot  indeed^  eafy  to  with    inexp^ffible  jprief,   i)Ofr 

detemiinf,  whether  all  this  wa$  doobtiDg,  inaUhj^Iihood,  bqt 

dose  before  his  recovery  fron  he  had  provoked  Goo  by  it  to 

a  dangerous  illne^,  orafcer  it  %  (horten  his  days,  he  being  the^ 

nxureprsbd^ly  the  kttcr  1  and  but  in  the  38th  year  of  his  ag^ 

chat  his  immiBCHt  danger,  and  (a).     J9ftpbui  attributes  this 

die  treachery  of  Sfnaaciferii,  exceffive   fprrow    to    another 

brebghtit  upon  him;  for  about  caoft,  naiQ^ly,  his  4ymg  them 

this  time  he  wasTeiaoed  widi  a  without  aQ.h^  to  fucce^  him 

dngeioas  difisafe,   and  fone-^  (3) ;  which  Is  not  at  all  impro- 

wamed  by  the  ^qphet  J^aiab  b*ble»  boiauie  hit  fpa  was  but 

to  fet  his  affairs  in  order,  ^noe  twelve    yfi3^r$   old  ^yhea    he 

he  would  certaiidy.  die  of  it.  ikfotnded  the  throne  (4).     As 

The  good  king,  whoahaut  a  Axm,  tbere&re,  as  ihf  prophet 

ycaror  two  before  had  received  was  goae^    H^xekiuk   HH'ued 

a  Severe  rqimof  from  that  pro-  himfelf  towards  the  wall,  stnd 

phei;  and  probably  aUb  aboet  addreflisd  himfelf  to  Qoo  in  the 

Che  fame  time  from  Mieuh  the  moft    humble    and    pathetic    ' 

Morafi^iti,     for    tru|bing   too  terms,  .  accompanied  with    a 

mudi  upoa  Bg^t^  and  feeking  flood  of  tears,  i  which  proved 

for  help  from  thei^ee  (i),  tt-^  fnch  pc^werful  Advocates  with 

ceived  th^  dreadful  fummoQS  the  divine  mercy,  that  the  pro- 

(i)  Comp»  zKsitgs  xyVi'u  21.    %  Chron.  xxxii.  24,  &  fif.    T(ai.  xxxvl  ^ 
/'?•  ^  Jerem.  xtlv'u  i8.  (a)  Com^,  %  Kings  xviii.  and  the  laft  not** 

(j)  Ant.  U  X,   r.  I.  (4)  Sei  2  ICwgs  xxi.  J. 

M  z  phet. 
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The  glorious  .proroifes  made  him  on  this  cmcrgitht. 
occafion  by  Ifaiah^  and  which  we  have  mentioned  in  the 
laft  note,  did  not,  however,  gain  a  full  and  immediate 
credit  with  the  defponding  king  ;  he  could  not  taiily  re- 
concile two  fuch  different  meffages  from  the  fame  pro- 
phet ;  and  therefore  thought,  that  he  had  a  right  to  infift 
upon  fome  more  fignal  proof  to  affure  him  of  the  laft. 
The  prophet  foon  obtained,  by  his  prayers,  fuch  an  au- 
thentic proof,  as  Ihould  at  once  convince  both  him  and 
bis  whole  kingdom,  that  it  was  backed  wFth  the  divine 
fanflion.  It  was  a  retrogradation  of  ten  degrees  of  the 
fun's  diadow  by  the  dial  of  the  royal  palace  (S)  ;  after 

which 


pbct,  who  was  fcarce  got  out  of 
the  palace,  was  commanded  by 
God  to  return,  and  carry  the 
dying  monarch  the  joyful  news 
of  his  recovery,  which  would 
prove  fo  fpeedy,  that  he  ihould 
be  able,  within  three  days,  to 
go  to  the  temple,  and  pay  his 
thanks  to  God  for  it  :  and^  as 
a  farther  proof  of  the  efficacy  of 
his  prayer,  Ifaiab  was  bid  to 
affure  him,  that  his  life  fhould 
be  prolonged  fifteen  ye^rs,  and 
himfelf  and  his  kingdom  be  de- 
livered from  the  impending 
danger  (5).  This  ficknefs  of 
the  king  is,  indeed,  poftponed 
in  the  facred  hiftory,  and  rela- 
ted after  that  of  his  deliverance 
from  the  Affyrian  hoft  (6)  rbut 
it  is  plain,  that  it  muft  have 
happeiied  before  it :  i .  Becaufe 
the  prophet  affures  the  king 
ft6xsi  God,  both  of  that  deli- 
verance, and  of  his  recovery : 
and,  2.  Becaufe  he  promifes 
him  an  addition  of  fifteen  years 
J^ig**  (?)•  Now,  Htxikiab 
reigned  but  twenty-nine  years 
in  all  (8) ;  from  which  the  fif- 
teen  being   fubtradUd,    it    is 


plain,  that  he  fell  ill  in  the 
fourteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
which  was  the  year  in  which 
the  king  of  AJfyria  began  to  in- 
vade his  kingdom  (9). 

(S)  The  text  runs  literally 
thus  in  the  original ;  And  tbg 
Lord  brbught  back  tbtjbaiionjn 
^f  tbe  flips ^  or  degrntf  *wbicb 
tuoj  gone  down  by  the  dial^  or 
degrees,  ^  Ahaz,  an  degrees^  or 
ftipi  ( I ) ;  which  wc  purpofely 
take  notice  of  here,  as  we  did 
before  of  a  pandlel  mirade  (a), 
to  fhew,  that  the  (acred  hifto* 
rian  had  expreied  himfelf  in 
(bch  terms,  as  were  within  the 
reach  of  the  vulgar,  and  yet 
'vtry  compadhle  with  the  foiar 
iyftem  now  commonly  received. 

It  is  true,  that  IfmUtby  who 
rektes  the  ftory  in  aimoft  the 
fame  words,  and  mentions  onlx 
the  fhadow,  when  he  put  k  to 
the  king's  option,  whether  it 
fhould  go  backwards  or  for- 
wards, adds,  that  the  fun  went 
back  ten  of  the  d^rees  whidi 
he  had  gone  (3).  But  it  k 
plain,  that  he  intends  no  more 
than  the  rays  of  it.    Thus  the 


(5^  2  Kingi  XX.  I,  &fep    Ifai,  xxxriii.  per  tot.         (6)  Ibid,         (7)  % 
Kings  XX.  6.  (8)  J^ii  xviii.  z.  (9)  IbiJ.  ver,  13.     ride  VJJer.  fab 

A*  M.  $1^1.  p.  70.  (i)  %  Kingt  XX.  11.  (2)  Fidefuprt,  W.  iii. 

f,  464,  &  fej,  &  n<ft.  (O).         ;  (3)  Ifa,  xxxviii,  g, 

Pfalmiil 
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which  the  lung  happily  recovered  by  the  time  appoifited, 
and  compafed  that  noble  pfalm,  wherein  he  expreflcs  the 

cxquU 


1% 


P&fanift  fays,  7btftmfiall  not 
imrt  tbie  by  day^  nor  the  moon 
by  nigbt  { 9)  ;  and,  in  Jonab^ 
•that  th$  fun  beat  upon,  bis  bead 
(i)  •  by  which  can  be  only 
meant  bis  beams.  The  words, 
therefore,  of  the  prophet  may 
be  naturaJIy  rendered  thus; 
mndtbt  beams  of  the  fun  (being 
miraculoufly  infledled)  caufid 
tbefhadonu  to  go  bath  o*ver  ten 
of  the  degrees^  or  Heps,  'which 
it  bad  faffed  ufon  Ahaz'i  dial^ 
orfiightofileps. 

For    to  fuppofe,    that  the 
whole  fabric  of  the  nniverfe 
went  back,  or  that  even  the 
earth  alone  did  fo,  was  unne- 
ceflary^    becade  the  bufinefi 
was  not  to  lengthen  the  day, 
as  it  was  in  Jefiua,  but  only  to 
put  the  ibadow  back  {o  many 
degrees.    Befides,  by  the  tenor 
of  the  whole  hiftory,  it  feema 
as  if  the  thing  was  done  in  an 
inftant,    and    not   gradually. 
What  need,  then,  is  there  to 
iappofe,  that  Goo  interpoftd 
his  miraculous  power,  tocaule 
fuch  a  retrogreflkuQ,  even  in  the 
bare    earth,   when    the    end 
might  be  anfi;vered  by  the  fole 
in£dion  of  the  fun's  rays? 
To  (ay,that  either  of  them  was 
equally  eafy  to  ah  omnipotent 
power,  is  true,  bat  unphilofo* 
laical ;  becanie  it  were  abfurd 
to  fuppofe,  that  Goo  ads  widi 
lefs  oeco|)omy  in  his  fuperna-. 
toral,  than  he  doth  in.  his  na* 
taral  works. 

This  hypothefis  of  the  in* 
fleftiOB  of  the  ray^,  which  is 


now  the  moil  received,  because 
attended  with  feweit  difficul- 
ties, will  fave  us  a  great  many 
ncedJefs  inquiries ;  fuch  are 
thofe  that  follow :  What  por- 
tion of  time  is  implied  by  thofe 
ten  degrees  ?  How  much  the 
day  was  lengthened  by  it  f 
Whether  this  miraculous  irre- 
gularity was  afterwards  reco* 
vered,  and  the  courfe  of  na- 
ture was  again  haftened,  by  the 
(ame  miraculous  power,  to  its 
priftine  harmony,  either  by 
fubtrading  as  much  from  the 
night,  as  had  been  added  to 
the  day,  or  by  any  other  way  ? 
Whether  the  miracle  was  felt 
all  the  world  over,  o;-  only  in 
Judaea?  and  many  more  of  the 
like  nature. 

Archbiihop  T^rr,  who  be- 
lieved, that  the  whole  frame  of 
heaven  went  backward  at  this 
time,  doth  yet  obferve,  that 
the  Divine  Providence  fo  or- 
deied  it,  that  the  conftant  and 
ever  ie^MV^M  motion  and  har* 
mony  of  the  heavenly  bodies 
received  no  hindrance  from  it. 
He  proves  it  by  three  previous 
eclipfes  of  the  moon  but  of 
Ptolemy,  whofe  calculation,  be- 
ing traced  back  from  this  time, 
coincides  as  exafily  with  the 
Cbaldactn  account,  as  if  no 
fdch  retrogreflipn  had  happen- 
ed in  nature  (2). 

But  what  confirms  ftiH  6r* 
ther,  that  the  whole  miracle 
cbnfcfted  in  the  bare  rever- 
fioii  of  the  fun's  beams,  is, 
that,  if  either  the  fun,  pr,  the 


(9}  P/2i/.  cssi.  9*        (1)  Jwob  2?.  S. 
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exqu  (iteilers  of  his  anguKh  and  grief,  acktiowleges  the 
infinite  mercy  of  his  divine  deliverer,  and  promlfes  to  be 

ever- 


earth,  be  fuppofcd  to  have  gone 
'back  fo  many  degrees,   it  maft 
have  been  perceived  all  over 
the  World.     Bat  the  contrary 
feems  plairl  to  us,    from  the 
cmbaffy  which  Merodach-Ba- 
Jadan  fent  to  Hescekiah,   to  in- 
form himfelf  about  this  mira- 
culous phaeoomenon  (91)  ;  fbr 
if  it.  had  been  feen  at  Babylon^ 
there  would  have  been  no  ne* 
ceflity  of  fending  miOi^Judaa 
to  knbw  the  truth  of  it  5  and 
it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
he  fent  thither  to  be  informed 
about  the  caufe  of  it.     The 
Babylonians  were  much  better 
adronomers  than  the  Jews ;  dr 
rather,  thefe  M  werekno^ 
to  be  pcrfeftly  ignorant  of  that 
fcience,  as  we  have  feen  elfe- 
where  (9^).      It  feems  then 
much  more  probable,  that  this 
retrogreffion  was  only  felt  a- 
bout  yud^ea  ;   and,    if  fo,  it 
cannot  be  better  accounted  for, 
than  by  fuppofihg  an  inflexion 
of  the  fun^s  rays.  ' 

We  need  not  add,  that  if  it' 
£ad  been  felt  all  the  world 
over,  or  even  beyond  Jud^eai 
we  fhoald  certainly  Und  fome 
fbotileps  of  it  in  profane  hifto- 
f^ ;  it  being  hardly  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  fo  remarkable  a, 
change  could  go  unobferved,  or' 
unrecorded,  at  a  time  When' 
the  world  yielded  fo  many' 
Spod  aAronomers  and  hiftb- 
nans;^  or  that  the  inembry  of 
it  ihoold  be  fince  intirely  loft. 


when  we  can  find  fo  many 
footfleps  of  the  fan^s  ftandtng 
flill  in  Jfijhuti^  dme,  that  i$> 
upwards  of  730  yotrt  before 
(93).  For  thefe  reafbns,  we 
ihall  wave  all  farther  inquiries, 
which  refult  from  the  othtt 
-fide  of  the  queftion ;  and  only 
add  fome  tew  remarks  oon« 
cerniug  the  moft  probable  fi- 
gure of  the  dial  in  the  text. 

And  here  it  is  commonly 
obferved,  i.  That  the  origind 
ty^yiO^meghal^h^^GUti  fignify 
no  more  than  fleps  or  ilalrs. 
2.    Thkt  the  Septudgint  and 
Ci^iariS^f^araphraft  render  it^ 
the  former   c£^»a^dAu^<i   and 
the  latter  by  K^J^  pN  «/««^ 
#/ //«r#,  accordingly.     3*  That 
the  Jews  did  not  reckon  by, 
or  had  even  a  name  for  hoars, 
before  the  capdvity  (94).      4. 
That  the  invention  of  gnomaft 
dials  is  reckoned  of  much  later 
date,  it    being  at^ibuted  to 
jifiaximander^  who  did  ootfioa- 
rifh  till  almoft  too  year*  after 
Hezekiah,     And,  laftly,  that 
there  is  not  a  word  of  a  Ain* 
dial  in  all  the  wridngsof /fo* 
fner.     All  which  are  looked 
upon  as  a  ftrong  prefamption 
at  leaft,  that  it  might  be  no^ 
thing  eHe  but  a  kind  of  afceot 
leading  up  to  the  gate  of  the 
palace,  and  marked  at  proper 
dilhnces  with  ^gureiSi  fhewing 
thedivifion  oftheday,  rathw 
than  a  n|;Qlar  pkce  of  did- 
work.      Notwithlbn^ng  ail 


(91)  i^id,  %  Chron.  xxxii.  ^1.' 
md*  f,  230; 


{^)  Pide  fufi  «0/.  ia.  f,  31,  ^fif*^ 
(93j  7»A  X.  ia»  $ee  aljo  btfire,  ibid  f,  464,  Q  ftf.  (94)  ^«'«  fi'P* 
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ererlaflingly  thankful  for  it.  The  next  part  of  the  pro* 
phet'd  promife,  the  deliverance  from  the  /Jyrian  power» 
4iA  not  remain  long  unfulfilled.  The  generals  prefented 
theaifelves  at  the  foot  of  the  city-wall,  to  demand  n  par- 
ley with  Hez^kiah*^  miniflets  ;  and  as  foon  as  thefe  ap- 
peared upon  the  battlements,  attended  with  vaft  crouds  of 
people  who  came  to  hear  the  purport  of  their  meflage,  Rab'^ 
Jhaieh  addrefled  himfeif  to  them  in  an  haughty  and  threat- 
eniog  fpeech,  filled  with  the  moft  bitter  invedives,  and 
opprobrious  ianguaee,  not  only  againft  the  king,  but  even 
agair^  the  God  o\  Ifrael.  It  was  ipoken  in  the  HArtw 
tongue,  to  injed  the  greater  terror  into  the  liftcning 
people ;  and  when  tliey  were  defired  to  fpeak  in  Syrun 
to  them,  inftead  of  complying  with  their  requeft,  they 
onJy  renewed  their  threatenings  of  reducing  the  kingdom 
to  the  worft  extremities,  unlefs  they  prevented  it,  by  t 
timely  yielding  of  them£elves  captives  to  the  great  Setma* 
tberib  ». 

This  infolent  fpeech  was,  by  the  king's  ol-der,  an« 
fwered  only  by  a  deep  filence  ;  but  the  Affyritm  generals 
being  (bon  after  informed,  that, their  maftcr  was  forced 

*  Kings  xviii.  17,  to  the  end.  2  Ckiop.  xxxii.  9,  ic  64. 
liai.  xxxvi.  2,  Sc  feq.  xjucvii.  t.  ad  io« 

which,  we  cannot  but  thiok,  the  centre  of  an  hollow  bemi* 
that  the  diviflon  of  the  day  into  fphere^  on  which  were  drawn, 
24  eqnal  parts  was  of  much  at  proper  dilbutces,  the  ieveral 
older  date,  as  we  have  (hewn  lines  which  divided  the  day  in* 
in  a  former  note  (94 '^  though  to  twenty- four  parts  (95).  We 
the  y^vfj  had  not  adopted  it ;  give  it  only  upon  his  authority, 
and  that  there  might  be  fome  without  entering  farther  into 
kind  of  dials  invented  by  that  the  difpute ;  for,  whatever  the 
tkne,  whioh  (hewed  that  dif-  ibrm  of  the  dial  was,  aU  that 
fcftnce,  and  which  king^i^^s,  is  meant  by  the  text  is  ohly* 
who  was  not  icMpulons  about  that  the  fua*«ihadow  went  back 
iach  matters,  as  we  lately  hw  fo  many  degrees ;  and  what  por- 
hy  hu  new  heatkcikiih  altar,  tion  of  the  day  each  degree 
might  introduce  into  Jm^ita,  asight  contain,  is  what  catmot 
Accerdiiigly  we  have  a  much  be  determined.  Thde  read- 
finer  de/caiption  of  it  in  Gr^  ers,  who  defire  to  be  further 
iJus,  out  of  one  rabbi  Eiiab  informed  about  this  fubjed; 
Chemer^  who  pretends,  that  it  may  confiilt  the  authors  4^0* 
was  a  regular  globe  placed  in  ted  below  (96), 

^Mkmaf.  Gajpar^  San^'us,  Ls  CUrt,  Cahut,  &  «/, 
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to  go  back  to  defend  his  own  territories  againft  Tirkahab^ 
king  of  Ethiopia^  who  was  then  invading  hiai,  they  left 
Jirufalem^  and  marched  direftly  after  him.     But,  before 
«   ,      Sennecbarib  departed  from  Lachijh^  he  fent  a  threatening 
V       i!i  letter  to  Hezekiahy  to  affure  him,  that,   if  be  ftill  perfiftcd 
Vj^'^       in  his  refufal  of  yielding  himfelf  his  captive,  he  would 
fliortly  come  again  with  double  fury   againft  him,  and 
make  him  feverely  feel  the  eflFefts  of  his  own  folly,  and 
vain  confidence  in  God,  whom  he  fhould   find  as  weak 
and  impotent  againft  his  irrefiftible  power,    as   thofe  of 
many  other  nations  had  hitherto  proved.      As  foon  as  the 
king  had  read  the  letter,  he  went  up  to  the  temple,  ac- 
companied with  his  chief  minifters,  and  fpread   it  before 
the  Lord  ;  and,  in  the  humbleft  terms,  befought  him, 
that  he  would  make  good  his  late  promifes,  and  vindicate 
his  honour  againft  his  infolent  and  blafphemous  enemy, 
who  had  dared  to  level  the  God  of  heaven  with  the 
fenfelefs  idols  of  the  more  fenfelefs  heathen.     He  had 
fcarce  ended  his  prayer,  when  he  received  a  gracious  an- 
fwer  by  the  prophet  Ifaiahy  importing,    that  though  Sen- 
nachirib  would  certainly  bring  back  his  forces  againft  Je- 
rufalem^  yet  God  would  fo  proteA  it  againft  them,  that 
they  Ihould  not  flioot  an  arrow  againft,  nor  open  a  trench 
before  it ;  that  this  proud  infulting  enemy  fliould  be  forced 
to  flee  with  ftiame  and  lofs,  and  fall  at  length   by  the 
fword  in  his  own  land.    This  prophecy  was  likewife  foon 
after  verified.     Sennacherib  returned  againft  Judahj  fluflied 
with  his  late  viflory  over  the  Ethiopians  *,    and  breathing 
death  and  deftrudiion  againft  the  whole  kingdom  ;    but, 
before  he  could  have  time  to  commit  any  hoftilities  againft 
It,  the  beft  part  of  his  army  was  fmicten  by  an  angeJ  in  one 
night,    Jofephus  (ays  with  peftilenceb,    infomuch    that 
;[  85,000  of  them  were  found  dead  by  the  next  morning* 
This  dreadful  judgment  fo  alarmed  the  proud  AJfyrian 
monarch,  that  he  retired  with  the  utmoft  confufion  and 
His  mira'  fpecd  into  his  own  capital,  where  he.  was  foon  after  aflaf- 
chIow        finated  by  two  of  his  fons,  and  fucceeded  by  a  thirds,  as 
tyuir^         will  be  farther  feen  in  the  next  chapter.     Thus  was  IJaiaV^ 
throw.       prophecy  exa£Hy  fulfilled  againft  that  blafphemous  tyrant  **, 
and  the  kingdom  delivered  '  from  the  moft  imminent  dan- 
ger.    As  for  Hezekiah^  he  fuftered  himfelf  to  be  fo  elated 
by  all  thefe  extraordinary  bleffings,  that  he  brought  a  train 

*  Sec  Usher's  iam.  fub  A.  M.  jaga.^ct  Hai.  xxxviii.  paff* 
*  Ant.  1.  x.  c.  2.  «  2  Kings  xix.  i,  &  fcq.  to  the  end.    2 

Chron.  xxxii,  i,  ad  22.    liai.xxvi.  xxvii.  per  tot.     '  Ibid. 
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of  evils  upon  himfelf  and  kingdom  ®.     He  had,  about  this 
time,  received  a  fpccial  embaffy  from  Birodach^    or,    as 
Jfaiah  calls  him,    MeroJach- Baladan^  king  of  Babylon^ 
to  congratulate  him  upon  his  late  fuccefs  and  recovery, 
and  to  inform  himfelf  about  the  prodigy  of  the  fun's  rc- 
trogreiEon  ^ ;  and,  as  his  fuccefs,  and  the  fpoils  of  hisene* 
my,  had  made  him  exceedingly  rich,  he  took  a  particular 
pleafure  in  entertaining  thd  embafladors  with  a  fight  of  all 
the  wealth,  grandeur,  and  ftrength  of  his  court  and  king- 
dom (V).     This  brought  Ifaiah  to  the  king,  who  had  no 
fooner  acquainted  him  with  his  own  weaknefs  and  often- 
tation,  than  he  received  this  dreadful  meffage  from  God  ; 
that  thofe  very  Babylonians j  whofc  eyes  he  had   glutted 
with  all  the  glory  of  his  kingdom,  would,    in  a  fhort 
time,  not  only  ftrip  it  of  all  that  was  valuable  in  it,  but 
even  carry  away  captive  fome  of  his  oflF-fpring,  and  make 
them  eunuchs  in  their  monarchs  palace  -,  iat  which  Heze- 
kiah  was  brought  to  fuch  a  fcnfc  of  his  ovcrfight,   diat 
he  acknowleged  the  mildnefs  of  the   fentence,    fince  he 
was  fuffercd  to  end  his  days  in  peace  g.     Among  others  of 
his  public  ads,  he  is  recorded  to  have  made  a  large  pool, 
and  a  conduit,  to  fupply  Jerufalem  with  water  ;  and   to 
have  been  an  encourager  of  hufbandry,  himfelf  having 
numberlefs  flocks  and  herds  in  his  own  pafiure*grounds, 
beiides  vines  and  arable  lands.      He  died  in  peace,  in  the 
54th  year  of  his  age,  and  29th  of  his  reign,  according  to  Vcat   of 
the  words  of  the  prophet ;  and  voai  hurled  in  the  chief^of^^  flood 
the  fepulcres  of  the  f on s  cf  David.     His  funeral  oblequics     '650.^ 
were    performed     with    uncommon  magnificence,    not^^'^*"^ 
only   in   the  city,    but  alfo  throughout  the  whole  king-      ^^* 
domh(W}.  Kj^yr^J 

Manasseh 

•  2  Chron.  xxxii.  25,  26.        **  Ibid.  vcr.  32.        s  2  Kings    ^ 
XX.  12,  &  fcq.    Ifaiah  xxxix.  per  tot.  *  Comp.  2  Kings. 

3CX.  20.  &  2  Chron.  xxxii.  32,  &  feq. 

(V)  The  jubilee  year  (eems  the  wealthy  men  of  the  king- 

likewife  to  have  been  about  dom  were  ufed  to  pour  their 

this  time  (97),    at  which  fo-  rich,  prefents  into  the  temple, 

lemnity  there  flocked  a  vaft  efpccially  after  fuch  fignal  luc- 

concourfe  of  people  to  y#r«/«-  cefles  and  deliverances  as  thcjr 

Im ;  which  could  not  bat  add  had  lately  had  ;   and  the  text 

very  much  to  the  magnificence  fays,  that  they  did  fo  accord- 

'      of  that  court  and  raetrropolis,  ingly  (98). 

becaufe,  upon  fuch  occafions,        (W)  Befldes   the    prophets  ^ 

(97)  ^t^»  mr^*  '^  ^'  ^'  3*95*        (9^)  *  C^ron,  xxxii.  »3,  ^/^f . 
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Manaf-  Man  ass  EH  was  but  twelve  years  of  age  when  be  fuc* 

leb*8  nmc  ceedtd  He%ikiab  \  and,  whether  he  was  naturally  vicious* 

kednign.  or  feil  into  the  hands  of  wicked  counfellors,  we  may  date 

the  downfal,  both  of  the  kingdom  and  religion,  from  the 

fatal  day  of  his  afcending  the  throne.     He  feems  not  only 

to  have  ilriven  to  outdo  all  his  predeceflbrs  in  wickednefs, 

idolatry,  tyranny,  and  facrilege,  but  even  to  have  (hewed 

an  impious  emulation  to  undo  all  that  his  pious  father  had 

Wfi  y&cr/- done,  and  to  afl  in  dircft  oppofition  to   him  (X).      But 

^'*  the  moft  execrable  piece  of  wickednefs  and  facrilege  was, 

his  introducing  the  vileft  of  idolatries  into  the  very  temple 

of  GoD,  and  caufing  a  graven  image  of  the  grove  ^  a  filthy 

idol,  worfhiped  with  the  vileft  ceremonies,  to  be  fet   up 

in  the  moft  facred  place  ;    as  if  he  had  defigned  to  drive 

the  God  of  I/rael  out  of  his  habitation,  and  to  difclaim 

at  once   all  thofe  great  bleiSngs  which  he  had  promifed 

to  David  and  Solomon^  and   to  all  that  worfliiped  him 

there  ^ 

For  thefe  abominations  he  was  often  and  fcverely  re- 
proved by  feveral  prophets,  and  threatened  with  the  moft 
dreadful  defolations  upon  himfelf  and  kingdoni  ;  all  which 
only  exafperaied  him  to  exert  the  moft  horrid  cruelties 
againft  them,  and  as  many  as  dared  to  (hew  a  di/Iike  to 

^  2  Sam.  vii.  13.    1  Kings  viii.  29.  ix.  3,    &al.  pa^ 


ffaiab  and  Micab^  ef  whom  we 
have  had  occaAon  (o  fpeak,iVit- 
hum  like  wife  prophefied  in  the 
days  of  Hezekiab,  It  is  he 
who  foretold  the  dreadful  de- 
ftrudion  of  Nine*veby  which 
happened  afterwards  in  the  days 
of  Jojiab^  and  defcribes  it  in 
the  moH  lively  colours  (519). 

(X)  Hezeiiab^s  firft  care  had 
been,  as  we  have  lately  feen, 
to  root  all  idolatry  out  of  his 
kingdom,  and  to  reflore  the 
fervice  of  the  temple  to  its  pri- 
ftinc  order  and  fplendor.  His 
gratelets  fon,  on  the  contrary, 
made  it  his  dudy  t6  banifh  re- 
ligion and  morality  out  of  it, 
to  revivt  all  the  old  idolatry, 


and  to  introduce  new  and  un- 
heard of  deities,  kiols,  and  ce* 
remonies  J  befides  witchcraft, 
forceries,  and  every  wicked  cu- 
ftom  that  was  ufed  among  the 
heathen  far  and  near,  ^aa/ 
became  now  the  favourite  ob- 
^e£l  of  his  worihip  ;  the  (an, 
moon,  planets,  and  a  vaft  mul- 
titude of  other  heatheni(h  gods, 
had  alfo  their  altars  and  groves 
ere6kd  to  them,  both  in  7*^*^ 
zxii  Jerufalem.  Molocb,  and 
the  vaUey  of  Uinnom^  became 
more  frequented  than  ever, 
the  impious  king  encouraginjg; 
his  iubjcfts  to  facrifice  their 
children  there,  as  Jbasi  h^i 
done  before. 


(99)  Nab.  fiaf  &c\  iilZ,  Qfy. 
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his  impieties.     Jerufalem  became  foon  afccr  the  fcene  of  His  mttr- 
the  moft  horrid  butcheries,  which  Manajfehy  now  become  ders  and 
a  tyrant  of  the  firft  magnitude,  caufed  to  be  excrcifed  on  tyranny. 
prophets  and  priefts,  nobles  and  people,  indifferently,  till 
he  had  filled  that  metropolis  with  blood,  from  the  one  end   . 
to  the   other  ^.     At  length.    Providence  was  pleafed  ^(o 
|>ut  a  fignal  flop  to  his  bloody  career,  ,by  delivering  him 
into  the  hands  of  feme  of  the  chief  commanders  of  the 
AJJyrtan  army,    who  came  upon  him  fo  fuddenly,  that^ 
feeing  no  way  to  efcape,  he  went  and  hid  himfelf  in  a 
thicket.     He  was,  however,  foon  brought  out  of  it,  and 
leaden  'With  chains,  carried  away  into  Babylon^  and  there 
caft  into  a  dungeon  by  Efar-haddon^  or  AJfaradin^    king 
of  jijfyrioy  who,  according  to  P/^/^w/s  canon,  had  made 
himfelf  mafler  of  Babylon  about  fix  years  before,  and  was 
by  this  time  become  fole  monarch  over  both  empires  K 

The  text  neither  tells  us  how  this  was  done,  whether  ^ii imj/^. 
by  an   open  invafion,    or,  which   feems  more  likely,  by  ahU  capti* 
fome  fudden  incurfion,  nor  in  what  year  of  Manajfeh's  'vity. 
reign  it  happened  :  the  Jews  affirm,  that  it  was  in  the 
twenty-fecond  year,  in  which  they   are  followed  by  the 
generality  of  our  annalifts.      However  that  be,    the  di- 
urefied  king  foon  opened  his  eyes  to  all  his  mifcarriages 
and  impieties,  which  his  profperity  would  not  fufFer  huu 
to  fee  ;  and,  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  fent  fo  many 
deep  fighs  to  heaven,  and  fuch  earneft  prayers  for  mercy 
and  pardon,  that  he  at  length  obtained  both  that,  and  an    ' 
happy  deliverance  out  of  his  captivity  (Y).     How  long  his 

imprifon- 

^  See  2  Kings  jrxi.  i.   ad  i6.    2  Chron.  xxiii,  i.  ad  IQ. 
*  Vid.  UssER.  fub  A.  M.  3323. 

(Y)  Thefe  remarkable  cir-  that  the  kingdom  of  I/rasI  had 

camfbinces  are  not  mentioned  riot  been  fo  Btr  emptied  of  its 

in  the  book  of  Kings,  which  inhs^bitants,  but  that  there  was 

fays  only,  that  he  reigned  fifty-  a  coniiderable  remnant  of  them 

Bye  years,  without  taking  no-  left    behind,    the  far  greater 

tice  either  of  his  capdvity,  re-  part    of  whom  were  carried 

fientance,  or  reformadon.    All  away  captive  about  the  £ime 

thefe  particulars  are  only  found  time,    and,    perhaps,    by  the 

in  the  Chronicles  ( i ).  fkme  forces  which  took  Manaf- 

Archhifhop   VJher  obfenres  [eb  prifoner.      This  laft  and 

(2)^  from  the  following  chap-  total   captivity  that    prelate  - 

ters  ottt  of  the  iame  author,  thinks  to  have  been  foretold  by 

(i)  £  Qhrwu  ndii.  iz,  V/^f  •         (2}  ^vh  A.  M*  3P7* 

Ifaiab, 
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^efioredu  imprironment  laftcd,  or  by  what  means  he  regained  his 
his  liberty,  liberty,  the  text  doth  not  fay.  Thus  much  is  plain  from 
Hisreptn-  it,  that,  from  the  greateft  finner,  he  became  the  great- 
t^ci  and  ^ft  penitent  (Z),  and,  from  the  bloodieft  tyrant,  ore 
reforma-  ^f  the  beft  monarchs:  fo  that,  after  his  return,  he 
bcftowcd  his  whole  time  and  apph'cation  in  repairing  the 
damages  which  his  impiety  had  cauled,  both  in  religion, 
and  in  his  kingdom.  One  of  his  firft  cares  was  to  clear 
the  fanSuary,  and  the  court  of  the  temple,  of  thofc  idok 
which  he  had  caufed  to  be  fet  up  there,  and  which  the 
priefts  had  not  had  the  courage  or  power  to  remove 
during  his  abfence  ;  and  to  reftore  the  fervice  of  it  to  its 
anticnt  order  and  fplendor.  He  then  fent  circular  letteri 
throughout  his  kingdom,  exhorting  his  fubjeds  to  foUow 
his  example,  and  to  demolifli  all  the  groves,  altar»»  and 
idols,  which  had  been  reared  during  the  former  parf  of 
his  reigns  and  this  was  readily  complied  with  alfo  by  the 


Ifaiahf  about  lixty-five  years 
before,  againft  Ifrael^  under 
the  name  of  Epbraim  (3).  We 
read,  indeed,  of  feveral  yrael- 
itijh  tribes  being  invited  to  the 
]^flbver  at  Jert^aUm  in  a  fuc> 
oeeding  reign ;  but  we  take 
'  them  to  be  thofe  who  came, 
and  ibeltered  themfelves  in  the 
kingdom  o^Judab  during  the 
fiege  of  Samaria^  to  efcapc  be- 
ing carried  into  bondage  by 
the  AJfyrian  king,  as  we  hinted 
under  the  lad  reign. 

(Z)  Wc  have  a  prayer  a- 
jDong  the  apocryphal  books  of 
the  Old  Tcftament,  intituled, 
ne  prayer  of  Manafleh  king 
^  Judah,  nvhen  he  ^joas  holdtn 
capti<vt  in  Babylon  ;  which,  if 
it  was  penned  by  him,  exprefles 
the  greatnels  of  his  guilt,  re- 
pentance, and  mifery,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms;  particularly, 
with  refpeft  to  the  laft,  it  has 
diis  expreffion,  that  he  was  fo 


loaded  with  iron  bands,  that  he 
could  not  lift  up  his  head.  But 
we  have  a  more  authentic  proof 
of  thefe,  the  wonderful  change 
that  was  wrought  in  h\m ;  tho* 
we  fliottld  be  loth  to  deny,  that 
this  prayer  was  compoied  by 
him  during  his  imprifonment, 
becaufe  we  find  an  expreffion  in 
the  book  of  Chrwiclts  (4)  ; 
which  (hews  at  lead,  that  there 
was  ibme  fuch  prayer  of  his 
composing  kept  upon  record; 
and  it  is  fcarce  poiOble  to  pen 
one  more  exprclfive  of  his  mi- 
fery and  repentance,  than  this 
we  are  fpeaking  of. 

It  was  alfo  about  this  time, 
or  foon  after  it,  that  the  fiege 
oiBethulia  happened,  at  which 
Holofernes  was  treacheroufly 
murdered  by  Judith  j  but,  as 
the  ilory  is  apocryphal,  and  has 
no  connedlion  with  the  hiilory 
ofthe  kings  of  yw^i&,  weihafl 
lay  no  more  of  it  here  (5). 


(3;  Jfaikb  Yii.  8.    Vide  Uffinuhifip, 
Antiq.  /.  X.  r.  4.  ^' 

Prid,  ntmefft  . 


Calmet.  hifl.  V.  T,  fub  A.  St  3310. 
(4}  2  Cbron,  xxiiu  i9«  (5)  Dt  boe  vide  int*  *^> 

people 


Digitized  by 


GoogL— 


C.  VII.         to,  /if  Batoylonifh  Captivity.  173 

people  cvery-whcrc  5  only  the  high- places  were  left  un- 
touched, the  king  wanting  either  power,  courage,  or 
zeal,  to  go  through  with  thefe,  by  reafon  of  the  people's 
obftinate  fondnefs  for  them.  He  tpok  the  fame  care  to 
repair  and  fortify  the  city,  and  other  places  of  his  king- 
dom ;j;4nd,  having  reigned  peaceably  about  thirty-three 
years  after  his  return  from  Babylon^  he  died  in  the  fifty-  Htsdeath. 
fifth  year  of  his  reign,  and  fixty-feventh  of  his  age  (B).       Year  of 

Amon  was  but  twenty- two  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  flood 
the  crown  ;  fo  that  he  could  have  obfervcd  nothing  in  his     1705. 
father's  example,  but  the  greateft  tokens  of  piety  and  good-  Bcf.  Chrift 
ne/s  ;  and  yet  fo  infatuated  was  he,  that  he  gave  himfclf       ^43* 
up  to  all  the  vile  idolatries  of  the  former  part  of  his  reign.  ^v>^v^^ 
He  began  even  to  give  fome  early  proofs,  that  he  defigned  AmonV 
to  outdo  him  in  his  moft  abominable  debaucheries  ;  but^  idolatry^ 
before  he  had  reigned  two  years,  a  confpiracy  was  formed 
againft  him  by  fome  of  his  chief  officers,  who  affaffinated  and  death. 
bim  in  his  own  palace,  and  buried  him  in  the  fame  gar- 
den with  his  father.     They  did  not,  however,  go  long 
unpuniftied  :  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem^  who  had  had 
no  (hare  in  this  rebellion,  rofe  up  in  arms  immediately  up- 
on the  newsof  it ;  and,  having  revenged  their  king's  mur- 
der by  that  of  the  confpirators,  they  placed  his  fon  Jcfiab 
upon   the  throne,  who  was  then  about  eight  years  of 
age  \ 

It  is  amafing  to  think  how  the  whole  kingdom  could 
be  over-run  with  all  kind  of  wicked nefs  and  idolatry  in 
the  fliort  time  of  AmorC^  reign,  after  it  had  been  fo  tho- 
roughly purged  from  them  by  his  father  j  and  yet  it  was 
grown  to  fuch  a  degree  of  impiety  when  Jojiah  came  to 
the  crown,  that  the  prophet  Zephaniahj  who  was  cotempo- 
rary  with  him,  gives  us  a  moft  dreadful  catalogue  of  the  li- 
centioufnefsand  irreligion  that  had  then  overfpre^d  the  whole 
kingdom(C) ;  and  in  this  fad  and  degenerate  condition  it  was, 

when 
>^  2  Chroti.  xxxiii.  21.  to  the  end. 

(B)  He  was  bon^  in  his  (C)   Among    the    prince?* 

own  hoafe  or  garden,  probably  judges,  and  magiftrates,  reigned 

by  his  own  choice  %  the  ienfe  inji^ice,   oppreffion,    cruelty, 

of  his  former  mifcarriages  not  and  all  manner  of  debauchery  % 

faffering  him  to  think  himielf  lunong  the  priefts,  pride,  ava- 

worthy  to  be  depoiited  among  rice,  corruption,  and  a  ihame# 

his  anoeftors ;  and  was  fucceed-  fal  traffick  of  reJigion  |  among 

fd  by  his  fon  Jmm  (6).  the  people,  ignorancQ  and  ir« 


(€)  ftCiifM.  xxitu»a9. 


H^li^n; 
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JofiahV      ^hcn  this  infant  monarch  took  the  reins  of  it ;  io  that  it 
goodreigH.  required  nothing  lefs  than  a  miracle  to  reforai  it.    But^^- 
ftah  had  been  miraculoufly  promifed,  above  300  years  be- 
fore, by  a  prophet  fcnt  on  purpofe  to  Jtrohoam  at  Bethel^y 
as  one  who  was  to  work  thegreateft  refbrmation  that  ever 
was  done  in  the  land,  fince  it  was  to  reach  through  the 
two  kingdoms,  though   his  tender  years  would  not  permit 
him  immediately  to  undertake  any  thing,  except  perhaps 
advifing  with  his  pious  counfellors,  about  what  was  to  be 
done,  and  the  propereft  means  of  accomplifhing  it.    He 
Year  of   married  in  the  15th  year  of  his  age,   and,  in  the  i6dj, 
C^e  flood  he  had  a  fon  and  fucceffor  born  to  him,  whom  he  named 
1 7 1  f ,     EBakim  (B) ;  after  which  he  fet  about  his  premeditated  dc* 
Bef.  Chr.  fign,  with  a  zeal,  diligence,  and  intrepidity,  which,  con- 
633.     fidering  his  years,  and  the  arduoufneft  of  the  talk,  coul(J  be 
^--^-V^  owing  to  nothing  lefs  than  a  fupernatura)  impulfe.     His 
J  total  re-  extraordinary  fucccfs  and  expedition,  and  the  umverftl  de- 
fbrmatioft  ftruftion  he  made  both  injudah  and  Ifraffl^  notonly  of  aff 
#/r^/i/>^- the  idols,  altars,  groves,  and  other  idolatrous  monuments, 
ibm.  but  alfo  of  the  jhigh  places,  which  feveral  of  his  predccef- 

fors  had  in  vain  attempted  to  abolifh  P,  fhew  indeed  that  he  » 
was  aflifted  by  the  fame  divine  power  that  had  in/piredbim 
with  thedefign.     The  more  effcftually,  therefore,  to  cure 
this  obftinate  evil,  Jojiah  caufed  all  thofe  places  to  be  pol- 
luted with  dead  mens  bones ;  and  ordered  all  thofe  priefts, 
who  had  aiEfted  at  that  unlawful  worihipj  to  be  for  ever 
excluded  both  from  all  facerdotal  fundions,  and  from  the 
Year  of  privilege  of  eating  any  holy  things.     He  likewife  ordered 
the  flood    all  the  wooden  idols,  altars,  and  other  com buftiblc  mate- 
1718.     rials,  which  had  ferved  to  any  idolatrous  purpofcs,  togc- 
Bcf.Chrift  ther  with  the  chariots  and  horfes  which  had  been  dedica- 
630.  ted 

•  1  Kings  xiii.  2.  P  2  Kings  xxiii.  paiT.    See  before, 

vol.  iv.  p.  1 1 2,  &  feq. 

religion  ;    men  fwearing  with  male  proftitates,  and  with  wo- 

the  fame  breath  by  the  Lord,  men  who  wove  hangings  and 

and  by  Malcom ;  altars  reared  tents,  to   hide  the  unnatural 

every -where  to  Baa/,    to  the  and  abominable  ceremonies  ct 

yyhoie  hoftof  heaven,  and  to  its  votaries  (10). 
all  the  other  deities  of  the  hea-        (B)  Probably,   in  foil  confr 

then  (9) ;    the  very  fanduary  dence,  that  God  would  profjpei' 

kfetf  was  again  polluted  by  his  defign  ;  tP^p^^S  M/iaktM 

die  filthy  idol  of  the  grove,  fignifying,  Gqi>  fhaHefiablififf 

pud  its  court  furmfhcd  with  make  to  frafper^  &c.    The  text 

(9)  Zf^an.  fajf,  iH.  I,  &f  >/•  (lo)   See  z  Kings  »iU.  4*^' 

*'^'":  does 
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ted  to  the  fun  (C)>  the  veil'ds  whefre  the  perpetual  iire 
was  kept  to  his  honour,  the  image  of  the  grove,  and  all  that 
be  found  of  that  nature  in  the  temple,  to  be  burnt,  and  the 
a(he9  of  them  to  be  thrown  over  the  graves  of  their  vota- 
ries ;  and  thofe,  that  could  not  be  burnt,  he  caufed  to  be 
flung  into  the  river  Kidron. 

From  yerufalem  he  went  to  the  mount  of  Olives^othcrmk 
called  the  mount  of  Corruption  p  j  and  dcmolilhed  and  defiled 
all  the  altars  built  on  it  b^  his  predeceflbrs,  and  at  the  val- 
ley of  Hinnom^  a  place  infamous  for  the  horrid  cruelties 
that  were  praftifed  by  the  worfliipers  of  Moloch ;  and 
thence  marched  d'm&ly  to  Bethel,  the  place  where  Jero- 
boam^  the  firft  king  of  Ifrael,   fet  up  one  of  his  golden 

9  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  405,   (A). 


%is 


does  act  indeed  mention  the 
time  of  his'  birth ;  bat  it  is  ea 
%  inferred,  firom  hir  being 
25  years  old  when  be  began 
to  reign  (7)  i  for  bis  father 
died  in  the  39tb  year  of  bis 
reign  (8),  and  was  facceeded 
at  firft  by  Jehoaha%,  who  was 
younger,  by  two  years,  than 
EUakifttf  whom  Pharaoh-Ne' 
tho  fet  npon  the  throne  fome 
three  months  after  (9). 

{Q)  Tbefe  chariots  and 
korffis,  the  text  iaiy^  (10), 
ftood  at  the  entrance  into  the 
konfe  of  the  Loan ;  but  wbe- 
tker  they  were  real,  or  only 
carved  or  molten,  is  not  eafy 
to  determine.  We  ihall  have 
occafion  in  the  fequel  to  (hew, 
that  the  anticnt  Perfians  ufed 
to  codecrate  white  horfes  and 
chariots  to  the  fun,  with  which 
they  adorned  their  proceffions 
( 1 1 } ;  in  which  they  were  imi- 
tated afterwards  by  other  na- 


tions (12).  We  can  fee  nm 
reafon,  therefore,  why  fo  many 
learned  commentators  fhould 
fcraple  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
Jrws  bad  adopted  this^  among 
other  fax  worfe  heathenilh  ido- 
latries ;  efpecially  confidering 
bow  ibon  the  prophet  jimos, 
and,  from  him,  St.  Stephen 
( I  j),  charge  them  with  having 
carried  about  the  tabernacle  of 
Moloch^  that  is,  of  the  fun,  as 
we  have  (hewed  more  than  once^ 
and  the  ftar  of  their  god  Rem- 
phan. 

What  convinces  us  farther, 
that  thefe  were  real  chariots 
drawn  by  horfes,  and  bearing 
fome  image  of  the  fun,  is,  that 
the  text  exprefly  fays  bere,that 
Jofiah  did  not  burn  chariots  and 
horfes,  as  be  would  have  done 
if  they  bad  been  only  carved 
or  painted,  but  that  he  took 
away  the  horfes,  and  burnt  the 
chariots  (14). 


(7)  m.  a  Xn^i  xm*  36.        {%)  nUU  nu.  z.       (9^  Uid.  jodiL  \r,  ^ 
(iq)  T^iCing^  xxiii.  IX.  (llj  f^ii,  Hirodot,  lib.  vil.    Xtnofk* 

Curt.   mU  ^  Owd,  faft,  lih,  i.  Ji^n,  i,  i.   ^.  i  o.  Vid,  (§  JB^dbart. 
ft.  i.  /.  ii.  ft  2«,  &  at.  (24)  er,4k  B/dtrtl.  mtt.  Bttf. 

Kgffing  ant.  Rom  (13J  Jms  V,  *5.    ji^s  fu,  43,         (i*;  2  Xtt^ 

SJU 
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caVes;  which  he  deftroyed,  together  with  the  groves,  idols, 
and  altars,  caufing  the  bodies  of  the  idolatrous  priefts  to 
be  dug  up,  and  burnt  upon  them.  It  was  upon  this  occa- 
Hon,  that,  havii^  obferved.  a'kind  of  monumental  infcrip- 
tion  upon  one  of  the  toniDS,  he  was  informed,  that  it  was 
-  that  oftheprophtt  who  came  from  Judah^  to  denounce 
to  Jeroboam  that  total  deftrudlion  of  .idolatry,  which  he 
was  then  fulfilling  ;  whereupon  the  good  king  ordered,' 
that  a  particular  regard /hould  be  paid  to  his  afhes  :  by 
this  means  thofe  of  the  lying  prophet,  who  had  been  the 
caufe  of  his  difobedience  and  untimely  death,  and  had  or- 
dered his  body  to  b«  buried  clofe  by  him,  efcaped  being 
difturbed,  and,  perhaps,  being  burned  with  the  reft.  After 
this,  Jofjah took  a  circuit  through  all  the  cities  of  IfraeU 
many  of  which  lay  almoft  defolate,  and  deftroyed  every- 
where the  idols  and  altars,  which  either  the  IfraeliUs^  or 
the  AJfyrian  colonies,  had  fct  up  ;  and  put  all  their  idola- 
trous priefts  to  death;  and;  having  thoroughly  purged 
both  kingdoms  from  every  kind  of  idolatry,  he  let  him- 
felf  about  reftoring  the  worfliip  of  God,  andtheufual 
fervice  of  the  temple  (D). 
neUmple  gy  jj^is  ixm^jojiah  had  attained  to  the  26th  year  of 
repairtd,  jjjg  ^ge,  and  18th  of  his  reign  ;  and  btheld  with  regret  the 
dilapidations  of  that  facred  place  :  to  repair  which  in  the 
moft  effectual  and  expeditious  way,  he  ordered  the  great 
coffcr,into  which  the  poll- money,  and  free-will  offerings,ufed 
to  be  depofited,  to  be  opened,  and  the  money  to  be  diftri-  . 
Jbuted  among  fuch  faithful  ovetfeers,  as  would  fet  about 
the  work  out-of*band  ;  and,  tft  encourage  them  to  be 
doubly  diligent  in  it,  he  told  them,  that  be  would  depend 
upon  their  fidelity  for  their  right  management,  of  the  mo- 
ney committed  to  them.  Whilft  this  was  doing,  the 
high-prieft,  who  probably  prefided  over  the  work,  fent 
word  to  the  king,  that,  he  had  found  the  book  of  the  law 

(E), 

(D)   It  is  very  likely,  that  mah  ;  the  main  fcope  of  their 

the  king  was  encouraged  to  prophecies  being  chiefly  levct- 

this  good  work  by  the  prophet  led  againft  the  variousi  abomi- 

Jeremiah^  who  began  to  pro-  nations    committed  in  Judah 

phefy  in  the  13th  year  of  his  znd  Jeru/alem  {16) ;  and  both 

reign  (15).  were  probably  deiigned  by  Pro- 

Zephaniah  likewife  prophe-  Videncc  to  exhort  the  people  to 

fiedintkefamereign,andmuch  imitate  the  king's   zeal   and 

to  the  lame  purpofewithj^r^-  i>icty,    and  to  prevent  -their 

(15)  Jerm,  U  U  (16)  Zepb,  U   I„  &/ef.  ii.  m.  paffl     ^ 

-^  snarmuniig 
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(E),  which  he  had  font  to  hittt  by  th^  fecrfctary  of  the  tem-  ntbtoktf 
pie.    Jofiab  delayed  not  to  read  it  ^  and,  when  he  faw  the  ^riu 

what /mm/. 


hiurmaring  againft,  or  obftru£l- 
ing  his  j-eformation. 

(E)  This  is  generally  agreed 
to  have  been  the  archetype 
written  by  MqfeSf  and  by  him 
ordered  to  be  dep(^ted,  with 
the  ark,  in  the  moil  holy  place 
{20),  but  whith  foxte  pmus 
htgh-prflft  had  caofed  to  be 
thus  hid,  in  the  reigd  vfJiwx 
or  Manaffeh,  to  prevent  it  be- 
ing delb-oyed  with  all  the  other 
copies  of  it ;  for  it  plainly  ap- 
pears by  the  tenor  of  the  hifto- 
ry,  that  this  was  the  only  per«w 
feftOne  left  (21).  1 

But   it  is   much   difeuted, 
whether  it  was  the  whow  Pen' 
tateucb;    emphatically    called 
•nTrtl  hathorah^  the  law,  or 
only    Deut$ron»myy   or    even 
barely  the   xjcviiith,*  xxixth, 
zxxth,  and  xxxift  chapters  of 
.^.     Jofepbtu^  by  calling  it  the 
iicred  books    of  Mo/es   (22), 
feems  to  declare  intirely  for  the 
firft ;  others  have  declared  for 
the  fecond  (23),  becaufe  the 
book  o{  Deutironomy  is  a  kind  . 
of  repetition    or  epitome  of* 
the  MofaU  law  ;  laftiy,  a  late 
commentaior ,    among     fome 
others,  holds  the  laft  of  thefe 
three  .opinions    (24)  ;     and 
thinks    that  nothing  more  is 
meant  here,  than  thajt   (horc 
fummary  which  is  found  in  the 
zxviiith,   xxixth,    xxxth;  and 
xxxift  chapters  of  that  book,  in 
which  are  contained  all    the 


l^feffings  anS  curies,  which  fo 
alarmed  the  pious  monarch. 

But  if  cither  thh  fliort  epi- 
tome,oreven  thewholeD/ifZ/r^ 
90^7^  was  all  that  the  hk;h-prieft 
foui^  hid  in  die  tempfe,  when 
was  the  reH  of  the  Pentateuch 
recovered  ?  If  it  be  ^id,  that 
there  might  be  fome  copies  of 
this  laft  ftill  extant,  then  thk 
fummary  moft  have  been  in  it  ; 
and  it  will  be  furprifing,  that 
fome  one  pr  more  ihould  not 
have  been  brought  to  fo  good 
a  king^  after  he  had  given 
fuch  fignal  proofs  of  his  piety 
and  zeal;  and,  if  any  fuch  had 
been  pre^nted  to  him,  he  muf^ 
be  fuppofed  to  have  negle^ed 
the  reading  of  it,  elfe  he  could 
never  have  been  under  fuc& 
furprize  and  fear  at  t^e  reading 
of  that  which  the  high-prieft 
ient  to  him.  We  therefore 
think,  with  the  ita  greater 
number  of  Jews  and  Qkri*- 
ftiMMs  (29),  that  it  was  the 
whde  Pentateuch  9  and  that 
there  might  be  dill  feveral  im* 
perfeiEt  and  mutilated'copiesdi^ 
fperfed  here-and- there,  whlcU 
might  be  now  reified  by  this 
prototype,  after  it  w«s  that 
brought  to  light. 

If  it  be  afked,  how  the  kin{» 
could  r4in  over  thofe  five  books 
fo.  quickly  as  to  com^  prefently 
to  thole  blejQings  and  curfes,  it 
may  beanfwered,  that,  as  their 
ihanner  was  to  write  upon  vo- 


(an)  Deut.Tuaa,  24,  &  fea,  (ax)  It.Jud,fir,  ornn.yid.  IH» 

Uitxacbsm  '(22)  Ait.  Lx.c.  5.  (z3>  irocof.  Qaxen,  Q 

mL  ap.  P^tric.  in  he,  "  (24)  Calmt  aomm,  in  he,  &  ^^.  K  T. 

/.  Y.  c,%,  (25)  SuMuifi,  Cfpt,  Jiai,  Vffir,  i*  <:/#«,  Patrie,  Pri* 

ToL.  IV.  N  luaiw. 
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what  dreadful  judgmepis  were  denounced  in  it,  againft 
tiiofevery  abominations  with  which  he  had  found  the  whole 
land  ON^cr-run  at  his  firil  coming  to  the  crown,  he  rent 
his  cloaths,  and  expreffed  the  moft  lively  tokens  of  grief, 
not  doubting  but  both  he,  and  his  whole  kingdom,  would 
foon  feel  the  effefts  of  thofc  threatenings.  1  here  lived  at 
that  time,  in  one  of  the  college?  of  Jerufalem^  a  famed 
prophetcfs  named  Huldah :  to  her,  therefore,  Jofiah  di- 
fpatchcd  fome  of  his  prime  ofHcers,  with  the  high-pricft  at 
their  head,  to  inquire  what  would  be  the  fate  both  of  the  > 
king  and  people  ;  and  thefe  brought  him  word  back  from 
Jicr,  that  God  would  not  fail  to  inflift  aU  thofe  fcverc 
punifhments  upon  his  faithlefs  and  ungrateful  fubjefts,;  but 
that,  as  for  himfelf,  the  concern  and  temorfe  which  he 
had  lately  expreffed  for  it,  had  fo  far  fufpended  the  divine 
vengeance,  that  he  (hould  be  happily  gathered  unto  hrs 
fathers  in  peace,  before  the  nation  felt  the  dire  effefls 
of  it. 

It  was  in  this  fame  year,  and  probably  upon  the 
reading  of  this  facred  book,  that  Jofiah  became  fcnfi- 
ble,  that  they  had  bctn  guilty  of  a  fhameful  negleil 
of  the  three  grand  fcftivals  injoined  by  Mc/es.  To 
retrieve  this  fault,  he  affen^bled  all  the  heads  of  the 
people,  from  all  parts  of  the  two  kingdoms,  to  the  tem- 
ple,, where,  having  mounted   the  royal  tribunal,  he  ac- 

lumes  of  a  confiderable  length,  the  Scriptures,  whidi  the  good 
'  which  were  rolled  up  round  king  Hixtkiab  fecms  to  have 
one  or  two  flicks,  it  might  fo  caufed  to  be  written,  and  di- 
happen,  that  thefe  laft  chap-  fperfed  about  his  kingdom  (31), 
tcrs  proved  on  the  ouifide ;  and  (hould  be  fo  foon  vani/hed,  that 
that  the  king,  impatient  to  neither  Jofiahy  nor  the  high- 
know  the  contents  of  it,  might  prieft,  had  ever  feen  any  of 
have  curiofity  to  read  in  it,  be-  them,  till  this  one  was  brought 
fore  he  had.  unfolded  a  round  to  light.  All  that  can  be  faid 
or  two.  We  are,  however,  in  the  cafe  is,  that  Manaffeh^ 
very  far  from  rcjeaing  the  no-  during  the  former  part  of  his 
tionof  the  Jtnus,  who  believe,  reign,  had  made  fuch  havock 
that  Providence  direded  Irim  of  them,  that,  if  there  were 
tothatverypart(29).  Some-  any  left,  they  were  only  in 
'  thing  like  which  we  find  hap-  a  few  private  hands,  who  pre- 
pcned  under  thegofpel  (30}.  ferved  them  with  the  utmoft 

What  appears  moft  furpri-  caution  and  fecrecy. 
fing,  is,  that  all  the  copies  of 

f  29)  SttMuJifi.  in  he,     Prid.  emma.  lih.  u  (30)  Luh  iv.  17. 
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ited  them  how  they  had  happily  recovered  the  volume 
ie  Mofaic  law,  and  read  it  himfelf  before  them. ;  he 
informed  them  of  his  defign  of  expiating,  as  much 
tffible,  their  former  negled,  by  a  more  careful  obferv- 
of  it ;  and,  as  the  folemn  feaft  of  the  pilTover  ^^^^Tht  pmgl 
at  hand,  which  he  refolved  (bould  be  celebrated  with  9^,^  j^^ 
itmoft  folemnity,  he  exhorted  them  to  follow  his  ex-   Year  of* 
Ie,  and  to  prepare  themfelves  for  that  grand  feftival.  the    flood 
lilt  the  people  were  purifying  themfelves,  J^fiah  com-     1725, 
ded  the  priefb  to  make  a  more  ftrid  fearch  into  the  Bcf.  Clir. 
pie,   and  to  caft  out  and  deftroy  all  the  profane  and     623. 
itrous  lumber  that  was  found  in  it,  and  to  bring  the  K^^^V^kJ 

and  all  the  facred  utenfils,  which  had  been  re- 
ed out  of  it  in  fome  former  reigns,  and  to  depoiit 
I  in  their  former  place  and  order.  All  thefe  were 
ly  complied  with  both  by  priefts  and  peoplic ;  after 
h  they  went,  in  due  time,  about  killing  the  pafchal 
;  all  which  was  obferved  with  greater  zeal  and  mag- 
?nce  than  had  been  done  by  any  of  his  predeceflbrs 
Samuel's  time.  After  this,  the  king  took  a  iecond 
efs  through  the  kingdom  ;  expelled  all  the  wizards, 
ntcrsj  and  fuch-like  dealers  in  dark  pradices,  out  of. 
nd  ;  fettled  courts  of  judicature  every-whcre,  giving 

charge,  both  to  the  magifirates,  and  alfo  to  ihe 
s  and  Levites,  to  fee  that  ^  the  people  were  inflru£ted 
nd  kept  obedient  to,  the  law  of  Mofes  \ 
Hus  did  this  good  monarch  endeavour,  with  the  iin<« 
k  zeal,  to  reftorc  the  pure  worfhip  of  God  through 
^minions,  and  to  clear  it  from  all  the  dreg^^of  fu* 
ition  and  idolatry  ;  in  hopes,  if  poffible,  to  avert  his 
nd.ng  judgment  from  falling  upon  them.  But,  for 
lis,  the  text  obferves,  that  his  anger  was  not  abated 
le  leaf^  againft  the  people  ;  who,  though  they  fo  far 
plied  with  their  pious  monarch,  as  to  fhew  aii  out- 
zeal  for  God,  were  yet  found  to  be  rjeady  to  re- 
into  the  vileft  abominations,  whenever  they  met  w\th 
encouragement  for  it  under  a  wicked  reign.  Thefe 
d  reformations,  therefore,  could  not  but  render  tbem 

odious  in  the  fight  of  God  ;  fo  that,  having  de- 
ced  a  total  deftrudipn  againft  the  land,  by  his  pro- 
Zefkaniah  S  and  by  the  propbetefs  Aiv/iiiifr,  he  ha^ed 
let:  the  good  prince  to  himfelf,  according  to  \\%  pro- 

that  his  eyes  might  not  behold  the  dreadful  cala* 
s  that  were  to  (all  upon  his  nation. 

Kings  xxii.  &  vxiii.  paff.    2  ChroD.  xxxiVii  and  xixv* 
•  Zeph.  i.  ly  &  feq. 

In  2  JosiAH 
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Jofiah  JosiAH  had  by  this  time  reigned  31  years  in  profound 

mortally     peace,  when  Pharaoh  Necho  came  up  againft  the  Affyriansy 
wounded    or  rather  fiahyhnians^  as  far  as  the  city,  of  Carcbemtjhy 
at  Mcgid-  which  was  fituate  upon  the  river  Euphrates  •;    It  is  not 
y^       f   ^fy  ^o  f*y»  whether  Joftah  looked  upon  the  defign  of  this 
iJ^^Aood  ^^P^'^'^**  ^^ '^  levelled  againft  his  own  territories;  or, 
J     g      which  is  ftill  more  probable,  whether  the  kings  of  Judah 
Bfef    Chr.  ^^^^  under  a  kind  of  tribute  and  obligation  to.thofc  of 
6I0.      Babylon  J  ever  fincc  ManaJJeh  had    been  reftored  to  his 
^^^.^^  kingdom  j  which  would  have  made  it  a  breach  of  faith  in 
'Jofiah  to  have  fufiered  an  enemy  of  theirs  to  pafe  thro' 
his  territories  in  an  hoftile  expedition  againft  them ;  but  he 
came  with  a  powerful  army  againft  him,  and  encamped 
in  the  valley  of  Megiddo.    Here  Pharaoh  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  diffiiade  him  from  concerning  himfelf  in  the  war 
between  him  and  the  BabyloniariSy  by  affuring  him  by  hs 
embal&dors,  that  he  had  no  hoftile  defign  againft   him : 
Jofiah  would  not  be  pcrfuaded  j  but  fallied  out,  as  if  his 
chief  defign  had  been  to  fight  him  in  perfon  ;  but,  before 
he  could  reach  him,  he  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  was 
forced  to  be  put  into  another  chariot,  and  brought  out  of 
die  field  of  teittle.     He  died  as  foon  as  he  had  reached 
ygmfalem  "i  m  the  39th  year  of  his  age,  greatly  lamented 
py  au  his  good  fubjeds ;  particularly  by  the  prophet  Je* 
ren^  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  compofcd  that  moft  ex- 
cellent elegy,   known  to  us  by  the  name  of  the  Lamenta' 
tiottSj  upon  his  death  ^  ;  wherein  he  expreffes  the  mourn- 
ful ftate  of  the  kingdom,  with  an   energy  and  pathos^ 
which  we  can  better  feci  than  defcribe  (F).    Therf  was 

indeed 

t  See  2  Chron.  xxxv.  20.  «  Comp.  2  Kings  xxiii* 

29,  &  feq.  &  2  Chron.  xxx<r.  20,  &  feq.      St&  aHb  before, 
vol.  ii.  p.  84,  &  feq.  ^  Vid.  Hieron.  praef.  in  Thrcn, 

UssEa.  &  al.  \ 


{t)  This  k  the  only  poetic  which  aboobds  (HI!  with  fomc 

piece  erf  that  kind  in  holy  writ,  new,  ftrong,  and  lively  image 

for  length  and  mcthbd  :  the  of  the  deepcft  grief.  The  text 

^Compoiuion  is  of  the  acroftic  fays  accordingly,  that  7<r#««Vi* 

kind;  and,  as  the  fufaje£l  of  compofed  a kmentation, which 

(he  whole  is  ngiottrmng,  which  \^s  fung  by  a  number  offing- 

is  always  mod  naturally  and  ing-men^  and  women,  both  at 

freely   vented  and  exprefTed^  his  funeral,  and  paiTed  into  ufe 

when  confined  to  numbers,  (b  afterwards  upon  all  mournfal 

here  every  verfe  is  a  fentence,  oc«afions ;  and  that  they  ^r^ 

2  written 
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€d  the  grcateft  caufe  to  lament  fo  good  a  princess  fall, 
I  with  him  expised  at  once  the  religion,  bappinefsj 
glory  of  the  nation. 

o  SI  AH  was  fucceeded  by  his  Ton  Jih^ahaz^  whom  the  Jchoaliaz 
)le  fet  upon  the  throne  in  the  23d  year  of  his  age ;  bisjbort 
in  right  of  fucceiEon,  for  he  was  the  )roungcft  oiriign. 
dv^  fons  (I),  but  by  downright  fadion.     He  began 
give  them  early  proofs,  that  he  defigned  to  reign  a^ 
kedly  as  fome  of  his  predecefTors  had  done  ;   upon 
ich  account,  Jeremiah  was  at  firft  fent  t©  him  from 
D,  to  exhort  him  to  imiute  his  father's  piety,  adding, 
if  he  did  not,  he  fhouW  be  carried  away  captive, 


die  in  a  ftrangc  land  *.  Pharaoh  Necho  came  accord 
\y  againft  Jerufalew^  in  his  return  from  the  AJfyrian 
edition,  and  dethroned  him  in  the  third  month  of 
reign  ;  and,  having  fet  hb  elder  brother  Eliakim^whofe 
le  he  changed  into  that  of  Jehoiaiim  (K),  upon  the 

throney 
»  Sec  Jcrem.  xxii.  i,  Sc  fcq. 


Dip^ti^ 


ten    in    the  Lamentations 
I.  Addjofephus  adds  (36), 
:  they  were  ftill  extant  in 
time ;  by  which  he  feems 
mean  the  (ame  with  thofe 
have  now  under  that  name, 
i  the  prophet  Ezek'iel  was 
ered  by  God  to  write  like* 
;   another  fach   upon   the 
\e  occaiion ;  though  thi$  lafl 
auch  inferior  to  the  former 
beauty  and  eloquence  {37). 
1)  It  appears  by  the  firft 
>k  ^f  CbrottiHes  (39),'  that 
tab    left   four    fons:    the 
angeft  is  there,  and  by  Je- 
tiahf  called  Sballum^  but  is 
.  fame  with  Jehoabaz  (40) : 
is  ^ain,  inoreover,  that  he 
s  at  leaft  two  years  younger 
Lii  his  brother  l^liakim^  who 
s  tweiiiy-five  years  old  wh^h 
Tttcceeded  him,  which  he 
L  three  months  af  (er.  Ar^h- 


biihop  UJber»  who  thinks  that 
the  people  chofe  him  in  hafte, 
left  Haraoh  Neeho  fhould  fur- 
prife  them  without  an  head, 
fappofesy  that  they  exchanged 
his  name  Sballum,  which  they 
thought  unfortunate,  becaufe 
the  only  king  of  j^4^/of  that 
name  had  been  murdered  in  the 
firft  month  of  his  reign,  for 
that  of  yeboahax,  which  they 
thought,  carried  a  more  pro* 
mifingomen  (41). 

(K)  The  faftie  learned  pre- 
late fuppofes  this  change  of 
liames  to  have  been  defigned  by 
the  Egyptian  king,  as  an  ac- 
knowlegement,  that  he  oi^ed 
I^  Vidory  over  the  A/fyrians 
.to  the  God  of  J[/raeI,  by  whofir 
command  he  had  undertaken 
that  war  againlt  them  (42) ; 
being  a  kind  of  abbreviation  of 
Cl3yT|in^     Jeho^ab'jahimi 


[3  5)  *  Cbrm.  XXXV.  25,  (%^)  Ant.  /.  x.  c.  6.  (37)  See 

igk,  idx.  J,  &fcq.  (39)  Cb»  iii.  15.  (4o)  Jerm.  xxii. 

,  ^.  (^i)  Sub  A*  At  J3[7ir  (4a)  Sub  A.  M^  3394. 
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andcartt'  thronc,  and  laid  bim  under  the  yearly  tribute  of  loo  ta-- 
ed  caftinti  lents  of  filvcr,  and  one  talent  of  gold,  carried  his  captive 
iir/0Egypc.  brother  into  Egypt y  where  he  ended  his  days  ^  (L). 
Jehoia-  Jehoiakim  was  nothing  terrified  by  this  from  follow- 

kimVwir-  j^jg  jjjg  unhappy  brother's  fteps,  nor  the  people  from  con- 
ked  reign,  forming  to  his  wicked  ways  :  for  this  Jeremiah  was  or- 
dered by  God,  in  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  to 
(denounce  his  fevere  judgments  againft  them,  unleG  they 
repented.    The  time  chofen  for  this  was  the  feaft  of 
tabernacles,    when   there  was  the  greateft  concourfe  of 
people  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  the  pjace,  the 
court  of  the  temple.     He  threatened  them,  among  other 
things,  with  the  defirudion  of  the  city  and  temple ;  and 
Jeremiah  for  this  he  was  fcized  bv  the  priefls  ?ind  people,  and  ac- 
accu/ed.      cufed  as  a  feditious  per^n,  worthy  of  nothing  lefs  than 
death.    He  was,  however,  acquitted  by   the  nobles,  as 
a  perfpn  who  fpoke  by  divine  command  ^ ;  and   found  a 
ppwerful  protestor  with  the  king,  in  Ahikaniy  the  fon  of 
Shaphariy  who  had  foriperly  been  in  great  credit  and  au- 
thority under  Jojiah^  and  found  means  to  fcreen  him  from 
the  fury  of  the  king  and  people  > ;  though  he  had  fore- 
told, about  the  fame  time,  the  acceffion  of  Ze^ekiab  to 
the  crown  of  Judah^  and  of  Nebuchadnezzar  to  that  of 
Babylon  ^» 
Tbe^hj'     About  four  years  after,  he  foretold  the  deftruAion  .of 
loniih  cap-  Jervfalemy  and  of  the  temple,  and   the  Bahylonijh  c^pti- 
tt^vity        yjjy   under  Nebuchadnezzar ^    which   he    faid  would  laft 
foretold*     fcvei^ty  years  5  foon  afte|r  which,  that  monarchy  would 

be 

y  2  Kings  xsdii.  31,  &  feq.       2  Chron«  xxxvi.  i,  2,  3,  4^ 
^Esek.  xix.  i,  2,  3,  4.  ^  Jerem.  xxvi.  i,  ad    19. 

•  Ibid,  ver,  20,  ad  £n.  ^  H^id.  xxvii.  |,  ad  u. 

that  iSyTheGoD  offfraelhzi\  into  Egypt,  laden  with  cbaim 

or  fhall  make  it  profper^  ($f  r.  (43). 

(L)   The  prophet    Ezekiel  From     this     paflage     the 

reprefents  that  young   prince  Jews  conclude,    that  as  fooA 

as  a    cpurageoas    undertake-  as  be  had   got    himielf  cho* 

ing   youth,     under     the  fi-  fen  king,  he   pat  himfelf  at 

gure   of  ^  ypting  lion  ready  the  head  qf  an  army,  refolyii^ 

for    the    prey  ;     and    con-  tp  revenge  his  father^'S  d^tb, 

eludes  with  this  expre£ion.  The  and  that  he  was  overpowered 

"potions  beard  of  him  \  he  nvas  by   the  Egyptian  king ;    but, 

f^ien  intbeirfnare,  and  brought  whether  he  came  Vf^  Jeru/a- 

(43)  EzeK  xix.  a,  3,  4. 
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t>e  at  an  end,  and  the  land  become  defolate  ^  (M).     And 
h  the  fame  year,  being  Ihut  up   in  prifon;   he  caufed 
Baruchy  who  was  his  fcribe,  to  write  from  his  mouth  the 
tenor  of  the  fame  threatenings,  and  to  go  and  read  them 
in  the  hearing  of  all  the  people,  who  were  then  aflembled 
at  the  temple,  it  feems,  upon  fome    folemn  faft  (N). 
Baruch  obeyed,  and  (bme  of  the  chief  mi nifters,  being 
informed  of  it,  got  the  roll  from  him,  and  brought  it 
to  the  king,  who  had  fcarce  read  a  column  or  two  in  it,  Jehoia- 
before  he  cut  it  in  pieces,  and  flung  it  into  the  fire,  not-  kimV  im- 
with/landing  the  endeavburs  of  thofe  that  were  prcfent  to /'>(/» 
prevent  it.     Jeremiah  and  his  meifenger  had,  doubtlefs, 
felt  the  efFe£^s  of  his  fury,  had  they  not,  as  it  were  by 
a  miracle,  been  kept  out  of  his  reach  ;  however,  his  im-  ^ 

piety  did  not  go  long  unpunifhed.  The  prophet  was  or- 
dered to  write  the  fame  denuntiations  again  *^,  which 
were  foon  after  fulfilled  by  the  coming  of  the  BabyUni/h  punified,^ 
king  with  a  powerful  army,  and  a  more  eflVflual  com- 
miHion  from  God,  againfl  hihi,  and  his  whole  kingdom  ; 
as  we  fhall  fee  in  due  time. 


^  Jerem.  xxv,  i,  2,  &  fcq. 
Scfeq. 


^  Ibid.  XXX  1.  I, 


iem,  or  Jeboaha%  went  out 
againft  him  to  Carchtmijh^  they 
are  not  agreed ;  tho*  either  tif 
thefe  was  enough  to  induce  the 
conqaerornot  onJy  to  dethrone, 
but  to  carry  him  away  prifon- 
jer»  left  he  (hould,  in  time, 
undertake  the  fame  exploit, 
againft  him  (44). 

(M)  This  captivity  was  like- 
wife  foretold,  though  not  in 
fttch  plain  terms,  by  Ifaiab 
(45>,  under  the  type  of  v>r/^ 
and  alfo  bv  Habakkuk.  This 
iaft,  expoftulatin^  with  Goo 
about  the  incorrigible  hard- 
nefi  of  the  Je*ws^  is  anfwered, 
that  they  would  be  ihortly  in-^ 
vaded  and  captivated  by  the 
Chaldeans  (ifo).    He  likcwife 


foretold  the  vaft  fiicceiTes  of 
Nebucbadne%%ar ;  and  when  he 
repined  at  the  profperity  of  that 
wicked  prince  and  people,  he 
is  anfwered,  that  they  alfo 
ihould,  in  due  time,  become  the 
fcom  of  other  nations,  and  a 
prey  to  thofe  whom  they  had 
fubdued. 

(N)  Probably,  that  of  expia- 
tion, which,  as  we  obfervcd  elie«- 
where,  happened  on  the  10th 
day  of  the  month  T^r/,  an- 
fwering  to  the  latter  end  of 
our  September  i  for  it  is  here 
obferved  to  have  beeo  towards 
winter,  and  we  do  not  (ind,that 
they  had  any  other  fall  before 
the  captivity  (47). 


(44)  V4d.  Sana.  ^  Munft.  in  •  Reg,  x<;iL  ^-j. 
xxiii.  15,  &f^  (46)  Habak,  i.  z,  &jeq.\ 

fw/.ii.]^,44,Qf/«y. 

N4 


'(45)  *». 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NsiTHBR  were  idolatry,  and  contempt  of  God's 
woffliip,  the  only  criqies  with  which  Jeboiakm^^  rpign 
is  brandeci ;  be  added  \o  them  th^  molt  tiorrid  cruelties 
and  tyrann:<S)  rapine  and  bloodflied  \  building  ^nd  adorn- 
ing the  moft  fumptuous  palaces  by  violence  and  oppref- 
fion;  perverting  juftice,  inventing  charges  a^in(l  Uie  in- 
nocent to  put  them  to  death,  and  many  more  fuch-lifce 
impieties  \  befides  his  being  deaf  to  the  admonitions  of 
fo  many  prophets.  For  thcfe,  Jeremab  pronounced  at 
laft  this  dreadful  fentence  againft  nioi  \  That  be  fliould  be 
l^ven  up  into  the  hands  of  his  moft  dreaded  enemy,  evefi 
of.  Nebuchadnezzar  ;  that  he  fhould  die  unpitied  and  un^ 
lamented  \  that  he  fhould  have  the  fcpulture  of  an  afs, 
and  that  bis  carcafe  Ihould  rot  upon  the  ground  ^«  By 
this  time  alfo,  two  fingular  predi<5lions  of  that  prop^het 
had  been  fulfilled,  which  ought  both  to  have  added  weight 
to  the  refl,  and  opened  the  infatuated  prince's  eyes  to  his 
imminent  dsuiger.  Jeremiah  had  fome  time  before  fore* 
warned  him  from  relying  upon  the  aiTiftance  of  fhe  king 
of  Egyptf  whofe  army  was  flill  at  CarcbemijSfj  fiQce  it 
would  be  totally  overthrown  by  the  more  fuccefeful  arms 
of  the  young  NebuchadneT^zar  f ,  the  prince  pointed  out 
by  Providence  to  fubdue,  among  many  other  nations, 
that  rebellious  one  of  the  Jews.  This  happened  accord- 
ingly in  the  fourth  year  of  Jehoiakitri^  reign,  when^  that 
young  viftorious  prince  was  fent  againfl  the  iking  of  Egypt^ 
and  gave  him  an  iniire  defeat  at  Carchemifiij  took  the 
place,  put  the  whole  garifon  to  the  fwbrd,  and  beat  bacJf 
the  troops  that  came  to  its  a^ftance  K 

This  victory  proved  tl^e  unhappy  prelude  of  Jh4^*%  ^ 

Tera&km  misfortunes  :  the  conqueror  marched  diredUy  againfi  J^^ 

ia^iit.       rujalem^  ^nd  took  it  (O) ;  rifled  the  temple  of  it»  moft 

precious  furniture,  and  the  royal  palace  of  its  incft  hopf •» 

f^l  and  beautiful  young  princes,  to  be  made  eunuchs  in 

bis  own  court,  according  to  IfaiqVi  propheey  to  ife;^ 

♦  Jer.x?acvi.  50,  31.  comp.  with  ch.  xj^ii.  vcr.  13.  xxiV.  tp 
tke  end.  f  Ibid.  xlvi.  i,  &  feq.  «  Sec  before, 

?ol.  ii.  p.  84,  &  ftq.     UssjER.  fub  A.  M,  3397, 

(P>  Thi^  Vfijer  proxes  tp  CjOamiiy.    This.  19  ^  nsflW 

have  happened  ii^  the  Aint])  worth  obfendog^  becau^  tii« 

in6nth  from  the  anniveriary  fev^oQ^  years  c^ptiyit^>focetol4 

fafl,  which  the  Jenus  have  kept  by  Jeremiah^  inoii  be  reckofJc4 

rrer  ^nce,  in  memory  pf  tha;  from  this  epocha  (<^8). 
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iiph  %\  and  the  city  of  all  its  choiccft  youths,  whether 
for  blood,  learning,  ^it,  or  beauty,  to  be  lik^wiie  fent 
to  Babylon.  Among  thefe  laft  were  Daniel  and  bis  three 
companions  :  Jehoiakim  was  at  firft  put  into  bonds,  and 
defigned  to  be  fent  away  with  the  reft  j  but,  upon  his  fubi- 
miffion,  and  promife  of  paying  a  yearly  tribute  to  him, 
the  king  chang;ed  his  mind,  and  left  him  as  a  kind  of  vice- 
roy under  him  over  the  kingdom.  But,  whilft  Nehuchad^ 
nezzar  was  tajcen  up  with  his  other  conquefts,  he  found 
means  to  rebel  againft  him,  after  a  three  years  fubje£tio'n, 
and  continued  about  three  years  without  paying  him  any 
tribute;  which  fo  exafyer^ted  that  monarch,  that  he  fent 
an  army  into  yuiad^  confifling  of  Syrsausy  Chaldaans^ 
Ammonites  J  and  Moabites^  who  wafted  the  whole  king- 
dom, carried  away  3023  prifoners  (among  whom,  W^- 
fkus  fay^,  was  the  prophet  Ezikiel^ ;  but  it  is  more  likely, 
that  he  ftaid  at  Jerufalem  till  the  next  reign) ;  took  and  Jeli<Ma- 
murdered  the  unfortunate  Jebiiakimy  and  dragged  his  kimV 
prcafe  out  of  the  ci^y-gates,  where  they  left  it  unburied,  death. 
according  to  Jeremiab^s  predi&ion. 

He   was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Jehoiachin^  called  alfo  Jehoia- 
Jecboniahy  and  in  contempt  Coniab  (P),  who  was  then  but  chinV  w/V- 
eighteen  years  old ;  whether  he  took  the  crown  contrary  kedreign^ 
to  Nebuchadnezzar* s  mind,  or  had  endeavoured  to  ihake    ^^^^ 
off  his  yoke,  the  text  doth  not  fay,  but  only  obferves,   the  flood 
that  he  was  as  wicked  as  his iather.    However,  that  mo-  pV^'* 
narch  advanced  againft  him  before  he  had  reined  three  ^**  ^"'z 
months ;  Jeboiachin  came  9Ut  to  him,  not  in  an  hofiik,  .  1^2lj 
but  fubmii&ve  manner,  attended  by  his  mother,  and  his  ^^^^^ 
whole  court  3  but  they  found  him  inexora|^le,  and  ^^re^^^.^   . 
all  fent  %way  captives  into  Babylon^  and  died  there,  accord- 
ing  to  the  prophet's  predi^ion*  The  temple,  palace,  trea- 
lury,  and  the  whole  city,  were  a  fecond  time  ran&cked 
and  ftripped  of  all  that  was  valuable  in  thtm  s  be  Kkewift 

%  Dan.  I.  2,  &  (eq.    2  Chron.  xxxvi.  7.  *  Ant. 

I,  x.c.  8. 

(P)  He  is  called  by  this  laA  and  his    mother  ihould  end 

eanieia^#Mr/V8i&,  who  uttered  their  days  in  a  ftrangecovn- 

Ihis  dread/ul  prophecy  againft  try  ;   wiflring  ftili^  in  vain,  to 

him  (49);.— That  he  fhooid  be  retorn  into  their  own  land ;  as 

given  i^to  the  hand  of  the  king  it  bappened  aofsordingly,   not 

of  tht  C b/fiddans  i^th^t   he  long  after. 


t^9)  p.  xxU.  H>  ^fip 


tranfported 
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tranfportcd  J0,ooo  men,  famed  cither  for  their  valour  or 
wifdom ;  bcfidcs  looo  of  the  bcft  artificers  in  gold,{ilvcr,and 
other  metals  and  materials.;  in  a  word,  he  left  fcarcely  any 
behind  but  the  very  common^  people,  Co  cultivate  the  land. 
Among  his  captives  of  note,  was  the   famed  Mordecau 
and,  as  is  moft  generally  believed,  the  prophet  E%ekieL 
After  this  he  fet  MaUaniah^  who  v\ras  the  fon  of  Joftah, 
and  uncle  to  the  unhappy  Jehoiachinj  upon  the  throne, 
and  changed  his  name  into  that  of  Zedekiah  ;  and,  having 
laid  him  under  a  certain  tribute,  and  taken  an  oath  of 
fidelity  and  fubje<S):ion  S  returned  into  his  dominions. 
Zcdcki-         Zedekiah  began  to  reign  in  the  2ift  year  of  his  age, 
ahV  rfign.  ^j^d  proved  as  impious  as  his  late  predeceflbrs :  however,  he 
Year  of   continued  faithful  to  the  king  of  Babylon  fome  i^vi  years, 
the  flood,  during  which,  he  received  fome  embaflies  from  the  kings 
*749'       oi  Amrmn^  Moah^  Edom^  ^Tyre^  and  Sidon^  who  were  all 
•^fr  ^  ^'  under  the  fame  yoke  with  him  5  feemingly  indeed  to  con- 
599*       gratulate  him  upon  his  accefiion  to  the  crown,  but  in  fa<9 
^^'^'^^^'^  to  enter  into  a  confederacy  with  him  againft  the  Cbaida* 
ans^.     The  young  prince  gave  but  too  much  heed  to 
their  propofal;  but  yeremiah^  who  was  warned  of  it, 
fent  t9  every  one  of  the  embafladors  chains  and  yokes, 
which  be  bid  them  carry  to  their  refpccbVe  mafters,  ^A" 
viGng  them,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  fubmic  themfelves 
willin^y  to  the  king  of  Babykn^  and  not  provoke  hinr  to 
lay  a  much  fcverer  yoke  upon  them,  hy  giving  credit  to 
their  lying  foothfayers  and   ftar- gazers  ^     Tnerc  were, 
J>e(ti'Vid   *^  ^^^  hmt  time  in  JerufaUm^  feveral  pretended  prophets, 
iy  hufaife  ^^^  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  too  credulous  king,  that 
frophtu.     ^^  captivity  would  be  fhortly  at  an  end,  and  that  tht 
facred  vefiels,  which  bad  been   carried  away,  would  be 
all  rcftored  to  the  temple  $  to  which  Jeremiah  replied, 
/  that  thofe  few,  on  the  contrary,  which  had  been  left  be- 
hind, would  |)e  carried  off  with  the  reft.    Thus,  for  fome 
years,  there  was  nothing  fcarcely  to  be  heard,  but  pre- 
diiftions  of  viSory  and  deliverance  on  the  part  of  the  falfe 
prophets,  and  of  defoktion  and  ruin  from  the  mouth  oi 
Jeremiah.    This  raifed  him  many  a  bitter  enemy,  not 
only  in  Judaa^  but  even  in  Babylon  :  for  he  bad  taken 
the  opportunity,  as  ohemsZedeiiah  fent  his  yearly  tribute 
thither,  to  write  letters  to  the  captives,  exhorting'  them 
to  bear  their  yoke  patiently,  and  not  to  cxped  a  deliver- 
ance before  the  feventy  years  were  expired  ;  and  they,  i« 

*  2Chron/xxxvi.  13.    Ezek.  xvii.  11,  &  feq.  *  Sec 

tcfprc,  vol.  ii.  p.  86^         *  Jerem.  xxvii.  paiT. 

i^turn, 
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letum,  wrote  letters  into  Juiaa^  to  dcfirc  that  he  miriit 
be  appidiended  and  punUhcd  as  a  dangerous  enemy  to  nis 
country^  who  utteroi,  not  what  the  God  of  IfraeU  but 
the  king  of  Babylcuj  dieted  to  him  K 

This  conteft  lafted  fome  years,  during  which,  hiscne-  Rgheism-^ 
tnics  caufed  him  to  be  imprifoned.     The  infatuated  king^tfoj^  Ne- 
was  at  length  perfuaded,  by  bis  ^fe  prophets,  to  fliake  off  bocbad* 
the  Bahylumjh  yoke;  and  that  raih  cnterprize  haflened  tbenensar. 
total  deftrui&ion  of  the  temple  and  city.     He  was  then  in 
the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  when  Nebucbadnizzar  came 
with  ■  powerful  army,  wafted  the  whole  country,  feized 
upon  his.fortrcffcs,  and  at  length  laid  dofe  fiege  to  7^^"  jT?^?* 
falem^  before  Z^dekiab  could  make  any  provifion,  either  •Wf^* 
for  his  own  defence,  or  efcape  ».    It  was  then,  that,  fee- 
ing hb  error  too  late,  he  fent  privately  for  Jertmah^  to* 
confult  with  him  what  to  do  ;  but  the  prophet  only  told 
him,  that  the  city  and  temple  would  certainly  be  dcftroyed, 
and  himielf  and  all  his  fubjefis  carried  into  captivity  •  (QJ* 
In  the  mean  time  Pbara9b  Hcphra^  or  Jpriesy  came  with 
an  army  againftthe  befiegers.    Jofepbus  (ays,  that  Z/ifr- 
kiab  had  made  an  alliance  with  him,  before  he  ventured 
to  throw  oflF  the  yoke  o :  if  fo,  he  was  the  only  one  that 
kept  it  with  him  ;  for,  as  for  all  thofe  other  princes,  who 
fent  their  embafladors- to  him  at  the  firft,  it  is  plain  that 
they  were  fo  bx  from  affifting  him,  that  they  rather  be-, 
came  hb  enemies  and  accufen^     However,  Nehmhadmzr 
%ar  did  not  think  fit  to  let  the  Egyptians  come  up  to  him, 
but  raifed  the  fijpge  for  the  prefent,  and  marched  diredly 

^  Jcrem.  4cxvii.  «  2  Kings  igpr.  i,  &  fcq.  Jerem. 

30cxix.  1.  8c  Joseph,  ant.  1.  x.  c.  10.  ■  Jerem.  jcxxiv.  i, 

&  feq.  •  Ant.  ibid.  &  fup.  f.  26,  &  feq. 

(QJ  About  the  fame  time,  didlion,  Jofifbus  tells  as  (55)^ 

Pxekiei     prophe^ed     at    the  daggered  the  king^s  faicb^  and 

captivity    (  54 )    mucb     the  made  j|ii|n  give  the  tefs  heed 

fame    things    that  Jermi^b  to    them  j  but  the  difficulty 

did  at  Jerufalim  only  with  was  rather  how  to  reconcile 

this  difference  fecmingly,  that  Ezekielto  bimfclf,  who  adds» 

Iheone  faid,  the  king  ihoiild  tbatheJ!fouUdutbiri,xho^g\k 

pever  fee  Babylon  i    whereas  he  did  not  fee  it.    However, 

^he  other  faid  exprefly,  that  NebHcbaJtiexsutr  found  out  tbe 

he  fhould  be    carried  thither  way  of  ^pi^g  it»  hy  putting 

prifooer^    and   end    his  days  that  unfortunate  prince's  eyes 

ihere.    This  feeming  contra-  out, 

(54)  Exik,  xK.  13.  xxiv.  I,  &[eq.  (55)  Ant.  A  X.  t,  10. 

againft 
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^^..    'A  ii^m*     This  (jpreaii  fuch  an  infiituauoB  wmBom^  im 

^  w.^tw  u^  ihe  city,  that,  looking  upon  tbemfcliti  s  sr 

^.^j/  i^ar  ^ aO  d^uigcr,  chey  vcacurcd  even  iD  ' 

ii  ..;^  tuncc  tbofe  vcrv  (crvants  whom  chef  had 

a.t^»tf«4«  if  beiiig  cnc  (abhacic  year;  noc  lb 

i4  M^^i  Co  the  law  of  Ai^/ts^  as  out  of  the 

itiia.€  mf  of  thetf  revolcini;  to  the  CbaUinnn. 

hwtmftt^  fau  to  defire  JirgmwA  to  put  up  h 

<ivt»  fpr  him  and  the  nation  $  but  was 

<im  fhc  CkUdM^ns  would  renew  the  fiege 

l^uMT  i  ^md  that  his  Egyptian  allies  woald 

ciMar  mcrcyy  and  return  into  their  own 

gjhgjmixxsr^  accordingly,  havins  routed  the  Egyfiimi^^ 

Moied  io  the  fieg^  and  carried  it  on  fe  vieorowlf ,  te 

dbe  iababitana  begui  to  labour  under  fucfa  pcac  fcaooff 

flf  provifions,  that  they  found  it  impc^ble  to 

loogier.    During  tthis  laft  fiege,  the  king 

Jiramisb^  in  hopes  of  receiving  at  lei^th 

able  news ;  but  neither  his  reTeotoient,  nor  the 

thnap  which  he  had  fuffercd,  couU  make  him 

heiacr  aafwcr,  than  that  they  muft  be  all  canried  ^ 

iaco  capmitf.     Happy  had  it  been  for  them.  If  ihrpr  W 

Uktm  bmcamfA,  and  tried  to  fofien  thco-  uiifiiiw  if 

a  umdf  fahrMioo  ;  but,  inftcad  of  if ,  the  kmy  ao  ^ema/d 

fldot  ctacasened  capcivf ty,  endes.Tourcd  to  aAe  bs  cfcapt 

if  tai^^  artrwdrd  by  his  nobles  and  guards  ^H^    Tie 


r^;  7^1^^ fi^  that  the  ofbispalaceCD 

C^nidgwKi,  baring  cmercd  the  mentiowl ;  w 

^CJ^^f^mat^mudiuglKt^  wcntdi-  probable,    Ince    2X«  lu^i 

ji^r»fipwtlbeamKk$  which  mcnuom  ievcial  £Kh,  6bb^ 

^^   j^  which  the  7#«:/cfc^Bia:» 

IhifflKSi,  hft  fiegt  ofthis  dcf  (55>  ^ 

d^ovgh  what  ihey  add    of  ks  b^ 

,  ihroc^h  nKOirefCQ  by  a  oeo^   ws^ 

,__ simy   snd  kept  the   haie  cncfc  afi^ 

^  <  ^ami  s»r  fin  of  J^ri-  ffoaad,   whkk  ihr  kagio^ 

nafcca,  under-ground,  2Bdlybaigp&^ 

%kkh  fccdty  th€CUid<tmm^  ilgfl 

exr  %»  them  •»  Ae  ¥eij  l^oc  i^e^ 

mofPtr,  he  came  ou^  maf-  he  i^ 

wxf^  Cha  a  jBcrn  «f  Hue 
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Chaldaans^    who    were    foon     apprifed    of    it,  purAied 
them,- and  brought  them  back  to  their  exifperated  mon* 
arch,  at  Riblah  ;  where  he  glutted  his  revenge  upon  the  2^edeki- 
unfortunate  king  o(  Judab  with  the  utmoft  cruelty,  by9h*sm/er- 
caufing  all  his  children  to  be  butchered  before  his  eyes,  «^  «^- 
and  ordering  them  immediately  after  to  be  put  out,  that  ^'ear  of 
no  objed  might  afterwards  obliterate  the  idea  of  that^    ^^^^ 
bloody   fcene.    This  happened  towvards  the  end  of  the     '7^ 
eleventh  year  of  his  reign  :  he  was  foon  after  fent  into^^"  ^^' 
Babylon^  loaden  with  chains,    and  ended  bis  days  in  a  ^  ^^^ 
prifon.  ^  -^^-^ 

The  city  was  at  length,  after  two  years  and  an  half 
clofe  and  ftrenuous  (iege  from  without,  and  a  devouring 
Amine   which  raged   within  (Jofepbus  adds  likewife  a 
grievous  peftilence  ^^  which  had  fwept  away  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  the  befiegcd),  entered  by  the  vidorious  ChaUUtans 
on  a  Wedmfday  the  i  ith   of  die  4th  months  anfwering 
to  our  ayth  of  'July^  in  the  ^ear  of  the  world  3416  <>. 
according  to  the  exprcfs  prediftions  of  Jtrendah,  Extkiel^ 
and  other  prophets  lately  quoted.     The  facred  hiftorians 
have  left  us  but  fijw  particulars  of  this  fiege,  and   even 
omitted  fome  of  the  moft  material  ones  ;   which  defed, 
though  eafily  overlooked  by  fuch  of  our  readers  as  are 
unacquainted  with  the  art  and  trade  of  war,  cannot  but 
be  regretted  by  the  more  curious  fort,  who  are  better 
vcrfcd  in  it.     The  advantageous  fituation  of  "JerufaUmy 
the  height  and  ftrength  of  its  walls  and  bulwarl^  the 
ftoutnefs  of  its  warlike  inhabitants,    which  caufed  this 
fiege  to  be  fo  long-continued,  difficult,  and  bloody,  necef- 
farily  raiies  a  curioiity  to  know,  in  what  manner,  and  by  what 
warlike  engines,  l^c,  a  place  of  fuch  ftrength  and  confe- 
quence  was  forced  to  yiej[d.     By  what  we  can  gather  of 
it  from  the  infpired  writers,  it  plainly  appears,  that  tfe* 
buchadnezzar  did  not  intend  at  firft  to  take  it  by  aflauit, 
but  Contented  himfelf  with  blocking  it  up  with  lines  of 
circumvallation  and  contravallation,   to  prevent  at  once 
any  (uccours  being  thrown  into  the  city,  and  the  beiteged 
annoying  him  with  their  fallres.     By  this  means  Zedekiab^ 
who  commanded  within  in  perfon,  was  efitdually  hinder- 
fed  from  coming  out  at  the  head  of  his  forces,  and  join- 
ing the  Egyptiansy  who  were  marching  with  all  fpeed  to 
his  affiftance  ;  and  the  Chaldaan  monarch  had  time  and 
opportunity  fufflcient  to  meet  them,  and  give  them  a 
total  dcfbat.    This  is  what  may  be  gathered  from  the 

«  Antlq.1.  X.  c.  11.  '  •  Vid.Us3ER.  in  an, 
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facred  hiflorian,  who  exprcfly  fays,  that  the  city  con- 
tinaed  in  that  condition,  that  is,  befieged  and  furrounded 
with  thofe  walls,  ditches,  and  other  rorts  caft  round  it, 
till  the  nth  year  of  Zedekiah^.  It  appears  moreover, 
from  feveral  of  the  facred  books,  that  thcfe  lines  of  cir- 
cum  and  contravallation  were  not  uncommon,  even  in 
thofe  ^ariy  days  P  j  fbmcthing  like  which  is  impliW  in 
thofe  directions  "whxzh  Mofes  prefcribes  to  the  Jews^  for 
carrying  on  fuch  long  and  difficult  fieges  'i ;  fo  chat  it  is 
probable  Nebuchadnezzar* $  defign,  at  his  firft  invefting 
this  city,  was  rather  to  tire  and  ftarve  it  put,  as  he  adu- 
ally  did,  than  to  lofe  his.  mtn  in  deftroying  its  fortifica* 
tions. 

But,  when  he  had  obtained  that  fignal  viSory  over  the 
Egyptians^  he  feems  to  have  altered  His  method,  though 
the   Hebrew  books  take  no  particular  notice  of   it,    to 
have  purfued  theiiege  with  new  vigour,  and  toiiave  been 
as  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the  befieged ;    at  leail  this  is 
yffhzt  Jofephus  exprefly  affirms,  who  fays  S  that  he  reared 
very  nigh  towers  againft  themt    which    could  command 
the  town,  and  beat  off  the  defendants  on  the  walb.    He 
adds,  that  the  befieged  were  no  lefs  intent  in  preparing 
againft  an  aftault,  and  in  taking  all  proper  means  to  elude 
the  effefls  of  the  Chaldaan  machines  and  ftratagems,  op- 
pofing  one  invention  againft  another,    as  if  the  difpute 
had  been  matter  of  fkili  and  art,  as  well  as  forced    This 
is  in  great  meafure  confirmed    by  the  prophet  Ezekiely 
who,    in  his  feveral  predictions  againft  Tyre^    fpeaks  of 
Nebuchadnezzar's  Building  of  forts,   cafting  of  mounts, 
fetting  his  battering  rams  and  other  engines  of  war,  againft 
it,  demolifliing  her  towers  and  raibparts,  and  opening  a 
breach  for  his  numerous  hoft,  his  horfes  and  chariots,  to 
enter  into  it  ^ ;  and  if  he  did,  in  all  likelihood,  make  ufe 
of  all  thoie  deftrudtive  engines  in  his  thirteen  years  fiege 
of  that  city  %  who  can  doubt  of  his  doing  the  fame  againft 
this  of  Jerufalem  ?  And  thus  much  may  fuffice  for  tbis^ 
famed  fiege. 
ne  ciiy        In  the  mean  time  the  Chaldaans^  having  entered  the 
fiuHderedf  place,  plundered     the  temple,    palaces,  and  noblemens 
houfes,  and   feized    cvery-where  Xipon  the  richeft  fpoiK 
Nehuzaradariy  who  commanded  theoi  after  Nebuchadnez- 

^  2  Kings  flwcv.  I,  &feq.  p  Vid.  comment,  in  Polyb. 
FoLAR.  de  tadUc.  Hebraeor.  &  al.  ^  Deut.  xx.  19,  &  fcq. 
*  Joseph,  ant.  1.  x.  c.  10,  &  feq.  •  Chap.  iv.  2.  xxi.  32. 

xxvi.  paffl  &  alib.        '  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  37a. 
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2tfr's  departure,  caufed  the  two  brafen  columns,  that  flood 
in  the  court  of  the  temple,  to  be  broken  in  pieces  (S), 
and  all  the  gold,  filver,  and  coftly  furniture,  to  be  taken 
awav,  whilft  the  reft  of  his  army  made  the  fame  havock 
in  tne  city  ;  and  on  the  third  day  after  his  entrance  into 
kj  which  was  the  tenth  of  the  fourth  month,  anfwering 
to  our  Juguji  27  P.  and  a  fabbath-day,  he  ordered  the 
temple,  palace,  and  the  whole  city,  to  be  fct  on  fire,  and 
burnt  to  the  ground.  The  walls,  towers^  and  other  for-«W<ifr»r. 
tiiications,  were  next  ordered  to  be  demolilhed,  and  ail  the 
yev^s^  down  to  the  very  common  people,  to  be  carried 
away  prifoners,  except  fame  few  of  the  bafer  fort,  whom 
he  left  to  till  the  land  ^.  As  for  Jeremiah^  Nebuchadnez- 
zar had  given  his  general  fuch  charge  concerning  him, 
that  he  was  well  treated,  and  fet  at  liberty  ;  and  went  and 
lived  with  Gedaliah  (T),  whom  that  general  left  as  a 
kind  of  governor  over  the  miferable  remnant  there. 

This  was  the  dreadful  end  of  that  glorious  kingdom, 
and  of  the  Ifraelitijh  monarchy,,  after  it  had  flood  468 
years  from  the  time  that  David  began  to  reign  over  it, 
388  years  from  the  revolt  of  the  ten  tribes  from  it,  and 


'  UssER.  fab  A.  M.  3416. 
2  Chroo.  xxxvi.  1 1,  &  ieq. 
aot.  1.  xc.  II. 

(S)  The  fame  which  Soimon 
hA  caufed  to  be  made  by  the 
^mouft  Hiram  (56),  and  which 
will  be  farther  fpoken  of 
in  the  promifed  defcription 
of  the  temple  (^j).  Thefe, 
togitther  with  the  large  molt- 
en fea,  layers,  and  many 
more  of  the  like  nature,  the' 
all  of  them  are  mafter-pieces 
in  their  kind,  had  hitherto 
been  fpared  by  other  conquer- 
ors, but  became  now  a  prey 
to  the  fory  or  avarice  of  the 
Babjlonijb  general,  who  caufed 
Miem  to  be  all  carried  away, 
with  a  vaft  niultitude  of  other 
iacred  uteniils,  fuch  as  cal- 
drons, cenfers,  tables,  tongs, 
6rks,  and  many  others,  whe- 

f56)  2  Chron,  h,  II,  &  ft f,      .      , 
(5^)  Sttjmm.  xixix.  If,  &fef» 


^  2  Kings  XXV.  pair. 
Jerem.  xxxix.  paiT.     Joseph. 

ther  of  gold,  filver,  or  cop- 
per. 

(T)  This  Gedaliah  was  the 
fon  oiAhikam^  a  perfon  in  fuch 
creditJn  all  the  latter  reigns, 
that  he  had  been  able  to  fcreen 
that  prophet  from  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  king,  and  fury 
of  the  people  ;  fo  that  it  is 
very  probable  Jeremiah,  ia 
gratitude  to  his  father,  obtain- 
eid  this  favour  for  him  from 
Nebuzaradan,  And  this  might 
alfo  be  the  motive  that  induced 
him  to  go  and  live  with  him  in 
Judaa,  rather  than  to  go  into 
BafyUfifWhcn  that  generalput  it 
to  his  option,  not  without  fome 
confiderable  encouragements  to 
invite  him  to  the  latter  (58). 

(57 J  See  tbt  apftndix  following, 
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134  years  from  the  excifion  of  the  Ifraelittjh  comlhcm- 
weailth ' ;  atfd  bad  continued  under  the  funibine  of  the 
divine  protedlion,  ^hich  nothing  could  have  eclipfed,  but 
their  alitioft  conftant  and  horrid  ingratitude,  and  invincible 
itch  of  imitating  the  idolatries  and  witcheries  of  other 
nations :  crimes,  which,  tho'  become  as  abominable  to 
Goo,  as  they  were  univerfally  pradifed  by  mankind,  yet 
feemed  to  have  floated  from  a  purer  fource,  though  cor- 
rupted by  degrees  to  this  vaft  height^  by  the  amazing  de- 
generacy of  mankind  ;  but  for  this  we  (ball  refer  the 
reader  to  the  appendix  to  ifae  former  volume '.  How 
the  Jewijh  captives  fared  in  Babylon^  will  be  feen  in 
a  fubfequent  chapter :  all  that  remsiins  to  be  taken 
notice  of,  with  refpefl  to  ^Attjews  that  were  left  in  Ca^ 
naan^  is,  that  treacherous  and  bloody  adion,  which  was 
committed  upon  Gedaliahy  the  Jewijh  deputy,  by  one  of 
the  princes  of  Judah. 

His  name  "wzs  IJhmaely  he  had  efcaped  the  common 
fate,  by  taking  timely  refuge  with  the  king  of  Jmmm. 
After  Nebuzaradan*^  departure,  he  obferved  that  great 
niimbers  of  difperfed  Jews  flocked  to  Gedaliah^  who  gave 
them  a  kind  reception,  and  plenty  of  provifions  to  fubfift 
upon,  till  they  could  have  time  to  cultivate  the  killd  \ 
and,  being  moved  with  envy,  and  inftigated  by  die  Amtntrv^ 
itijh  king,,  came  to  him  with  ten  refolute  fellows  to  Affz- 
'  p^h^  with  a  deiign  to  srfTaflin&te  him.  Gedaliab  was  in- 
deed warned  of  his  intent;  but  was  To  far  from  giving 
credit  to  it,  that  he  entertained  him  with  all  the  tokens 
of  friendlhip  and  refpefl:,  and  gave  thereby  the  treacherous 
Ijhmael  an  opportunity  of  murdering  both  him,  and  all  the 
brave  Chaldaans  he  had  about  him.  Two  days  after,  meet- 
ing with  about  fourfcore  Ifraellies  clad  in  mourning,  who 
wereffoing  to  bewail  the  ruin  of  the  city  and  temple,  and 
to  offer  up  their  devotions  there,  he  by  fome  means  en- 
ticed them-«o  Mizpeh^  where  he  murdered  them,  and 
threw  their  carcafes  into  a  well.  He  was  returning  into 
the  \mA  of  Atnmm^  with  a  nttmber  of  pfifoners  which 
he  made  at  Mizpehj  among  whom  were  fome  princefles 
of  Judah^  whom  the  Ba^omjh  general  bad  left  witll 
Gidalieh  ;  but  was  purfued  by  Johatian^  and  fem«  ochl^^ 
Mibrew  captains,  who  refcued  all  the  prifoners,  and  forcrf 
him  to  fly  for  his  life,  with  only  dight  of  his  men. 

This  barbarous  aflion  ihade  the  Jewijh  officers,  and 
the  reft  of  the  people,  fo  afraid  of  the  Cbaidaans  refcnt- 

"^  Vii.  UssER.  ubi  ftp.       •  See  vdl.  ili.  p.  485,  &  fcq. 
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lien f,  that  they  began  fothinfc'<rf:fleeing  inta  Egypt  for 

fefety.     They  confuked  Jertrkmh   abotit  it,    who  gave 

them  this  anfwer  from  the  Lord  ten' days  after,  that  if 

they  tsnrried  in  Judaa^  they  (hould  be  protefted  from  the 

<7*<7/^<riiwj  ;^^t  that,  if  they ^erfifted  in. their  dcfign  of 

going  down  into  Egypt^  they  fliould  all  inevitably  perifh 

there,  and  (hare  in  the  dreadful  calamities  of  that  perifliing 

kingdom.    This  fpeech,  however,  was  fo  far  from  deter- 

jring  them,  who  were  always  bent  upon  difobedience  and 

•C0ntradi£Uon,  that,  fufpcfting  him  to  have  been  inftiga- 

ted  hy*  Baruch^  rather  than  infpired  by  God,  they  both 

.^pitured  to  go  doi»ii,  and  to  force  thofe  two  to  go  along 

\  them*     As  foon  as  they  had  reached   the  city  of 

bnes^  Jeremiah  began   to  foretel  the  taking  of  that 

e,  and  the  defolation  of  that  kingdom   by  Nebuchad- 

tar ;  which  happened  accordingly  (bon  after,  as  we 

t  feen  elfewhere  s,  and  fhall  have  occafion  again  to 

lition  in  the  next  chapter.    What  became  of  Jeremiah^ . 

lot  known  ;  fome  iuppofe  him  to  have  been  fioned  by 

[countrymen  :  but  that  is  mere  guefe-worfc,  and  1  it  is 

)[  material  -enough  to  inquire  further  about  it.  • 

?'     -  ' .  -  ' 

%e  explanation  at  large' of  SolomonV 
[temple r  and  of  the  city  of  Jcrufalcm,  ac- 
^cording  to  the f acred  hiftorians. 

POR  the  right  undcrftandir^  the  defcriptio^  iti  the 
P  foregoing  pitttey  we  {hall  l^down  the  following  ^#^ 
fninary  obfervations :  :>  ,  ..-»^     - 

f*  I.  Firjl^  The  tmpl^  of  Solomon  hcing  out  Xhitf^  and 
froper  objeft,,wegive  the  plan  or  ground-plot  of  it  (which 
i?re  declare  to  be  our  ohty  tajk)  whole  and  complete,*  joft 
IS  we  conceive  it  to  have  been  : '  but  Jerufalem  vi^e  repre- 
fent  only  with  an  eye  tp  thofe  parti,  which  bore  fome  re- 
lation to  the  temple;  fuch  as  the  palace  on  the  fduth, 
andtbeya^i^r^j  to  the  weft^  the  valley  betwe9ix.bckh^  the 
Tjj^fe-gate  towards  the  eaft*  and  tV  like; '  \vi  ^-(n 

:  -  !!•  ^j^cpn^y%  rWfi  pretend  io»no  other  knowlege;X>f  the 

temple,  but  what  we  Have  from  Scripture  in  termtnisy  or 

'.  the  cJcar  fcqfe  of :.it  J  and  where  that  fail^.we-pAlybcg 

l'-  to  be  allowed  thi  .ufe  of  criucUmy  and  rc^fohabiet)r  f^lau- 

fi ble  ^t>hjeeiur;^y'^oty   beyon^  ^^ligtc,^ , we  have  ^po Jother 

.      ^  *  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  34,  &  feq. 
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eridence  K  How  great  foever  die  karnii^  of  feme  w« 
derns  aSKf  be,  mlidi  greater^  we  owo,.  th»n  any  we  can 
preteAd  to;  yet  what  ^7  aflfert  has  no  wei^t,  unkfr 
they  can  bring  fuch  manner  of  proof,  as  that  which  we 
ourfelves  intend  to  ufe.  Whether  they  or  we  beft  fiand 
the  text,  mufl  be  left  to  the  jodgment  of  the  reader^  who 
will  be  at  the  pains  of  perufiag  d^fe  flieets  with  fome  at- 
tention, and  oS  comparing  our  plan  with  any  others  now 
extant.  As  for  dntient  anthers^  We  have  none  to  produce 
befides  Jofephus^  and  other  Jews^  rather  of  a  later  date 
thah  he.  Now  all  we  might  learn  from  them,  that  has 
no  foundation  in  holy  writ,  to  us  is  no  evidence  atalL 
Much  they  knew,  or  pretended  to  know,  from  tradition ; 
but  that,  we  prefume,  is  not  to  be  depended  upon*  We 
know  no  monuments  they  had,  befides  thbfe  we  have  cMir- 
felves :  and  the  Hebrew  tongue^  properly  £0  called,  faeti^ 
a  fort  of  dead  language  at  the  time  thofe  authors  wsote, 
k  may  well  be  doubted,  without  fmiiing  againft  modefty, 
whether  they,  who  had  no  other  boc^  to  learn  it  by, 
ihao  thofe  that  are  now  in  ufe,  could  underftand  it  better 
*  than  thofe  that  fiudy  it  at  prefent.  May  more,  it  might 
be  jfhewn,  we  dare  fay,  that  Jofephus  underftood  not  fome 
ci  thofe  Hebrew  Words  he  prtteods  to  explain  in  his  hiftm 
of  the  Jews  {A). 

in.  Thirdly^ 
♦  Ste  before,  p.  59  (H)* 

(A)  This  is  the  more  to  be  dared  themfelves  quite  ^pe« 

wondered  at,  bccaufe  Jofefhus  flee  to  that  eulogium  ^%' 

boldly  aflerts,  at  the  end  of  fephm  by  J>t.  Buifm.    Some 

his  Jewijh  antiquities  ( i ),  that  indeed  have  tried  to  bring  him 

Ih^e  were  none  of  his  coim^  ^,  upon   a    foppofision  his 

tiymea  fo  perfe^  in  that  fort  writings   were   interpolated ; 

Df  learning  as  he  was.    Bat  which  is  not  unlikely  in  fon» 

we  are  not  alone  in  our  opi-  instances  (5) :    and    truly  he 

nioti  of  him ;  though  the  late  himfelf  fliould  not  be  charged 

editor  of  his   works,  taking  with  the  blunders  of  either  his 

his  bare  word  for  it.  fets  him  tranfcribers  or  tranflators.  We 

"offiatlieiftargin(2)asa  very  Ihould  think  what  is  r^  in 

leaattcd  Hebnean.    Bocburi  (^)  his    manuferipts    1(6),     that 

and  HuettHs  (4),  not  to  name  the  Hibnnxis  call  the  ark  Ue^ 

say  tadte,    havt  openly  de-  /v«,  and   many   fuch   other 

if)  Lih^  X Jfvrf,  ft  (2)  ytfefimt  in  Bkhrms  liHrit  verfaiiMmu 

(S)  Hitrm,  m  Sfc^  9»  ^*  »5f*  (♦)  *>««».  «Wiy.  pr<f.  if.  ^ 

175-  »99«  M  ^'<^  ^Ji^  ^«  m.  c,  7.   J>*  ve3.  facer4»  &  «•  »^« 
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B.  I.      Jgxplaiwttw  ^  §^o^onV  Twplc. 

nif.  7birdlyj  W%  4o  a4init  of  E%fi(ul  ^s  a  divinely  la^ 
ijpif&i  pfopbet  \  bu|  t(h^  >yc  tal^e  it,  h«;  baf  not  given  u^ 

•  a  d«- 


t»5 


ftrange  oam^s  (7)^  is  910  findt 
qF  the  Kiftorian^  but  of  ^hofe 
that  copied  his  writings  ;  and 
tjie  -  fame  we  judge  of  the 
tra^nflatioDSk  The  Frgnth  otK, 
though  much  valued^  l&ys, 
^he  ark  tvas  made  efan  inctr' 
ruptihh  ^ooJ^  the  Hebrews 
r^Z/'HeoroDf  and  tcuty  far  the 
LeHen  has  it»  which  t\e:Fpeuck 
tm&ly  foUdwedy  thoug^i  pre- 
^a4ing>  ia  tbe  title,  the  tmnf- 
lation  wa*  made  from  the 
Crtxk  Qriginal  ;  and  Sir  Roger 
IJ'EJirange  here  treads  inDan- 
4iUf^  ftcps  heartily.  How- 
ever* to  us  it  i^  prqb^Ie^  that 
Jofgphus  being  about  to  give  in 
Greek  the  word  in  Hebrew  for 
the  ark,  Jie  wrote  ftJ'i  i^v  ; 
or,  as  Pr.  Bernard  of  Oxford 
would  have  it  {S),  n  ^i  i^p«y. 
Now  pronounce  it  either  way, 
Aran  with  the  Hebrews ,  or 
Epon  with  the  Chaldteans^t)h& 
word  itfelf  figniiies  a  trunk, 
as  was  the  ark ;  and  Jofefhus 
is  right  enough,  though  Others 
have  wronged  him  in  relating 
his  words.  But  what  feems 
tbereahoots  (9)  to  b^  Jofepbus's 
own  fault,  is  the  interpretation 
of  what  his  manufcripts  and 
editions  both  call  Chethomene ; 
which,  he  fays,  fignifies  a 
linen  ci^  becauifi  it  is  chethon 
w^  caH  linen:  now,  begging 
his  paidoBy  chetimethy  the  ^r 


brrw  wprdy  or  cbethonetk,  as  the 
Chaid^eafls  pronoun^  it,  may 
be  alfb  a  coat  of  wool.  Not 
to  obferve  the  cbethonetb  of 
.many  cxAowJofepb  vrore  (10), 
or  that  which  hung  like  a  robe 
aboHC  Tamar  (ii),  poflibly 
were  not  of  linen,  thofe  mo^ 
furdy  our  £rft  parents  were 
doathed  with  are  faid  (12)  to 
be  of  ikinu  Accordingly,  we 
are  told)  thofe  of  t^e  prieds 
were  of  linen  ( 1 3),  on  purpofe 
that  they  fhould  not  be  thought 
of  fome  other  fluff.  But,  finding^ 
chethon,  or  kethap,  for  lincn^ 
in  the  vulgar  language  of  ^Je^ 
rufalem,  Jofepbus  thought  cbe^ 
thoneth  in  holy  writ  t^  figniiy 
a  coat  of  linen ;  whidi  indeeq 
does  not  look  fo  Annge  as  the 
etymology  he  feems  to  give 
(14)  of  Jerufalem  being  a 
compound  of  the  Greek  Hieron, 
a  facred  thing,  and  the  word 
Soljma,  unleis  this  alfo.heaa 
interpolation.  And  the  fame 
one  might  &y  (x>ne«miiig 
Btzetha,  ^\6s:\i  Jqfefiiu*  (ijjf 
makes  to  £gnify  the  JVir«v  City^ 
when  no  mch  thing  jsau  hp 
framed  out  of  that  woni.  Bof^ 
if  it  be  worth  white  to.  giKsft 
at  it,  nD3  Rajkth^  as  ;(  is  n 
root,  or  radical  wosd^  ffcms 
to  be  prefervfld  in.  tl»t  well-: 
known  derivative  amoiog  the 
Turks,  viz.  Bofiangi,  a  garden* 


(t)  twpmt  hpuwfJLWtttponvfjLici,  iptvvvfi'a,  iipdv.  (%^Jnko4 

xxxvii  3.  '   f  11;  2  Sam,  xlii.  i8.  (tz)  Genef.  hi.  zi. 

fx^J  Exod,  xxviu.  xxxix.  pajl  (143  Antif,  /.  tij.  f.  3.  ('S)  '^''^• 
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jf6  App^n^ix  to  the  Hifiory  of  the  Jews. 

a  defcription  of  the  temple  of  Solomon^  but  of  a  prophetic 
or  emblematical  one,  which  never  cxifted,  but  in  his 
prophecy.  He  himfelf  fays  *,  In  the  vijjons  of  G  o  D 
brought  he  me  infb  the  land  ^  Ifrael — andfaid  unto  me ^ 
Behold  with  thine  eyes ;  for  to  the  intent  that  I  might  Jhm 
unto  thee  J  art  ihou  brought  hither ;  and  fo  on.  Now  it 
docs  not  feem  probable  at  all,  that  there  Wanted  fo  much 
care  and  folemnity  to  (hew  the  prophet  a  temple  he  had  him- 
felf feen  an  hundred  times  over  and  overj  he  being  a  prieft^ 
who  had  there  officiated,  and  had  no  need  of  divine  in* 
fpiration  to  tell  his  countrymen,  the  Jews^  what  moft  of 
them  could  not  be  ignorant  of.  And  if  it  fhould  be 
urged,  that  this  might  well  be  forgotten  in  a  captivity  of 
70  years  (B),  vfh  will  readily  allow  it^  and  all  that  can  be 
drawn  from  this  conccffion,  provided  it  be  proved,  that 
any  ufe  was  made  of  this  fo  folemn  a  defcription,  in  thcif 
building  of  the  temple,  after  the  return  from  the  capti- 
vity ;  but  was  fo  far  from  it,,  that  at  the  fight  of  this 
many  tears  were  flied  on  account  of  its  being  much  infe- 
rior to  that  they  had  feen  of  Solomon^s  building  * ;  and 
what  then,  if  compired  with  that  of  Ezckiel?  For  this 
temple  (and.  that  is  the  thing  we  dare  rely  upon)  had  no 
proportion,  as  to  its  meafures,  with  that  other  of  Solomon, 
Whether  any  body  has  ever  apprehended  Solomon* s  temple 
totavebcen  of  each  fide  above  500  cubits  (C),  we  do 

.  not 

»  Ezck.  xl.  2—4,  *>  Ezek.  i.  3.  «  Ezra 

iii.  12. 

er;   and   among  the  rahhim  and  but  the  i^tli. of  the  taking 

in  hufton^  a  garden.     So  that  of  Jerujalem  by  the  Babjlo- 

it  is  not  unlikely,  that  part  of  nians[i6). 

Jerufakm   which    lay  north-  (C)  The  temple  may  wrfl 

ward  of  the  temple,  «i//«.  Be-  be  taken  for  the  whole  ground 

xetha^hdoxt  it  was  built  into  on  which  it  ftood,  with  all  its 

ftrcets,    was    the    gardening-  courts;   and  truly  that  name 

place  for  the  city,  and  kept  its  muft  be  taken  in  this  latitude, 

antient  name,  as  is  ilill  cuftom-  in  our  tranflatiqp  of  the  gofpel  \ 

ary  among  ourfelves  on  fuch-  ki  Gr#fi  it  is  lepof',  whick might 

like  occafions.  be  properly  turned  into  EngUfi 

(B)  Though  this  revelation  by  a    confecrated    place,     or 

was  made   to  Ezekiel  in  the  ground  (17)  ;   and   J^tje^h 

20th  year  of  the  faid  captivity ;  who  commonly  call,  it   Bar* 

(16)  7?^**.  x!.  I,  (17)  Afir//i6.  xxi.  12.    Mark  xU$0 .  <^^»  ^7* 

-  ^"  habbaitb, 
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not  l^now :  hut  that  would  be  nothing  to  pzekUrsj  which 
was  500  reeds**,  that  is, to  fay,  3000  cubits ;  for  it  is  well 
known,  that^  r^^rf  vrzs^x  cubits  (D)  5  fo  that  here  is  a 
diiFerence,  as  of  Jix  to  onej  in  their  capacity  or  inclofure, 
which  is  impoflible  to  be  thought  or  faid  of  one  and  the 
fanie  temple.  .But  you  will  (ay,  it  might  be  the  fame, 
except  the  inclofure :  I  anfwer,  no,  becaufe  the  mountain 
had  no  proportion  to  fuch  an  one,  no,  not  by  any  jettes, 
qr  other  ways  ypu  can  imagine  :  for  the  fquare  being  2000 
reeds,  will  not  give  you  lefs  than  120OQ  and  odd  cubits, 
or  about  4500  paces.  Now  'J^rujalem  itfelf  was  never 
fo  large  (E).     fIo\y  then  can  we  fuppofe  the  Urnple  to 

^avc 
**  E^jek.  xUii.  15.  to.  ,  .       «»  Ezeki  xl.  5.r 


-^91 


hahhaith^    mountain    of    the 
hoafe,  fay  it  was  a  fquare  of 
500.  cubits  ( 1 8). 
(D)  iWhattlwefe  cubits  w^e. 


cuft  of  Jerufalem  almbft'  50 
ftadia,  7riv]r\Kbv]et  (JLei'ki^ 0,(21) 
^et^^imroif  "Tr'iftfjLfjpov,  which 
indeed  he  docs  not  ieem  to  cor- 


has  been  obfcrvcd^  chap,  y^  of  Tea ;  yet  he  fiiiiifelf  docs  not 
this  hiftory  (19),  tai:be  almoft    reckon,  this    rinowned   city's 


equal  to  22  inches,  whicji  is 
fax  from  improbable.  Some, 
indeedj  would  increafe  the! cu- 
bit, to^  a  greater  length,  ^and 
others  reduce  it  to  burs  of  18 
inches  |  which  yet  could  not 
affeft  our  argument,  becaufe, 
which (bever  of  the  divers'hy- 
pothcfes  be  the  nearer  the 
truth,  It  makes  no  difference 
here  in  the  main^  the  cubit  not 
being  confidered  in  itfelf,  but 
otmparatively  toikt-meafurlng- 
vtedy  faid  to  be  (20).^  aihits 
Ify  a  cuh'it  and  a  band-breadth ^ 
or,    according  to  the  Septua,- 

fint,  fix  cubits  and  one  h^nd- 
ireadth  befides. 
(E)    Tho*  we  know  what 
Jofefhus  relates  qnt  of  Utca- 
iausy    whq,    in  the  reign"  of 
PtoUmy  Lagusy  naakcs  the  cir- 


Jargeft  extent,  to  have  been 
abo^e  33  ftadia,  7?^  ^t&m^p  jj 
0  '^Jti  KiiffKbi saJ'ifiiv  yy^r^iir 
icofjcu  Tfiav  (22).  ,  Now  a  Va- 
dium; as  h  well  known,  being 
.125  .paces,  33  ftadia  will  pro- 
duce 41 25  paces,  which  would 
reduce  the  whole  extent  of 
the  city  to  three  ftadia,  .375 
paces  lefs  than^ that  of  thetem- 
ple.  There  is,  indeed,  a  book 
written  in  Dittcb  (23)  by  the 
learned  Camp.  Fitringa,  where- 
in he  undertakes  to  make  void 
this  our  argument,  by  obiery- 
jng.  That  the  2000  reeds  are 
to  be  underftood  only  of  fo 
many  cubits,  as  the  Septuagint 
hive  exprefled  it  in  their  tranf- 
lation ;  and,  to  make  it  anfwer 
in  the  Hebrmv  text,  he  fup- 
pofes  the  wprd  there  (,24)  to 


(18)  TraB,  Mid.  c,  2.  cut  tit.  f— )  IJ  "Sn.  (19)  5^^  before,  vol.  if. 

p.  468,  (F).     ViJ,  Cumberland's  ejfay  on  vveigbti  andmeafures,  p.  39,  gfcv 
(20)  Exek.  x\.  5.  (21)  At>.  T^fiph.  cont.  Ap.  btl.  Jui.  lib.  i. 

(22)  Jojttb.  cont.  Ap.  bet.  Jud.  lib.  v.  c.  4.  (23)  Den  Temptl 

Execbiel  s,  ccp.  41.  (23)  r-J^pD  bikneh,  with  a  reed-^  or  vith  a 

mafuring  reed.  Ezek.  xlii.  16,  &c, 

O  3  a^nify 
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have  befen  fo,  that  was  tot  j^atrt  ibf  that  city?  Befi^s^ 
^t)fephus  ^,  in  the  dimcnfions  he  gives  us  of  Htrod^  iHn^h^ 
that  he  had  hrmfcirfdeh,  ^md  was  by  ftr  the  hrgeft  of  the 
three,  does  not  exceed  /^Jiadia^  or  50O  "pacet.  In  a  word, 
never  any  r6al  tettiple,  buitt  upon  Moriahy  was  ahy  thing 
near  fo  bfg  as  tltot  temple  'Ctceiiel  few  and  delineated  by 
Inrpiratibn. 

IV.  A  fourth  obfcrvation,  Very  nccfefliry  to  bfe  attended 
to,  is  the  \vut  fttuation  $f  J eri^fdiletn^  as  to  its  tWoptifl- 
cipal  parts,  virefi  known  by  the  hames  of  tt^o  mountains, 
^      knz,  Zim  and  j4tra  ^,  on  which  ftedd  tlte  upprer  andltowfet 
city  5  for  Zion  flood  a  great  deal  higher  or  loftier  than 
,    Jcra.     They  flood  like  two  inige  h^aps  oire  againft  an-r 
other,  with  a  valley  betwe<?n  them^  by  which  they  were 
ever,  and  are  ftill  parted,    though  not,  as  it  i«  eafy  to 
imagine,  without  fomc  very  great  alteratioji  in  their  par- 
ticular Ibrm  or  figure.     Th^  te«i|)le  Wte  biiiJt  upoa  hiount 
Moriah  h,  whkh  was  either  part  of  modnt  ZiaUj  or  m  hill 
of  leis  tompafs  near  it.     Th^t  Mtftiah  flr<k)d  to  the  '^fl,  id 
not.diijfiBted ;  but,  whether  ^/^z  Was  On  ^ItAfoufh^  Or  th6 
northy  has  been  a  qi*ftioi<i  among  the  learned.     This  an 
^ye-witnefs  could  eafily  have  deternfiinfcd,  if  any  one  had 
favoured  us  wi^h  z  map  tXA&ly  drawn,  or  anfwered  the 
.    ifueftion  in  exprefs  teniis :  for  all  this,  w6  could .  try  t6 
clear  it  by  the  help  of  the  facred  monuments,  ^hich, 
thanks  to  the  learned  Re^nd^^  would  prove  an  eafy  ufk^ 
but  too  prolix  for  this  performance;  ^nd  therefore  we 
diufb  to  refer  to  that  author  for  a  full  fatisfa&ion  about  it. 
However,  it  is  pretended,  that  Ifaiai  ^  leaves  room  to 
think,  that  ilioH  lay  northwards  of  the  lower  city  :  fo^ 
ikys  the  king  of  Buhylen^  a$  he  re  imroduced  fpeaking  l^ 
tfeeprdpbet,  I  will  ff^  upon  the  mwni  df  the  4:$ngrigaim 
in  the  fides  of  the  north.    But  it  is  not  faid  here,  moonf 
Zion  lay  on  the  north  of  jfcra  ;  What  is  faid,  feems  to  be, 
'rfiat  the  conqueror  would  cftaWifli  his 'dominion  Where  the 
iififs  palace  was,  bordering  upon  the  fouth  of  the  temple, 

^  Antiq.  1.  Xv.  ult.  t  Vid.  Hierpf.  defcript.  ap.  Jofeph. 

l)dl.  Jiid.  lib.  V.  c.4.  *  2  Chron.  in.  1.     Comp. 

I  Sam.  xxiv.  18.  &  I  Chre>|i.xxi.  18—28.  :Kxii.  i.  *  Vid. 

ral?eft.  illuft,  p.  839.  ^  Ifa.  ?civ.  13. 

^gnify,  hy  an  ellipfis,  cubits  ef  one  reed.  But,  whether  tjiii 
a  feed,  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  cu-  will  fatisfy,  we  muft  leave  tQ 
|>itS|   fix  of  which  make  up    the  judgment  of  our  refers. 

•      ^  ■  ■    ■    ^    ^  aa<l 
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md  fit49atie  op  tbf^  AOfthom  fide  of  nxHUiit  Zian.  Hiere 
the  Babylonian  thinks  himfelf  fecure,  and  in  full  poileffion 
of  the  city.    But,  fays  the  prophet  to  him,  alluding  to  ^ 

the  iraHey  bocdering^upon  mount  Zwiy  toward  4eraj  Thou, 
foab  he  brought  down  to  ihi  fides  of  the  pit.  Ttiis  fiiuation 
of  ZiAn^  which  might  be  farther  proved  from  Jefiphus  \ 
bcfides  our  judicidu^  traveller  the^  jEtev.  Mr.  ImiadrA  "*• 
and  the  Paris  citizen  Anthme  Kegnauh  *,  wc  did  ii^ 
1^^041,  tecaufe  very  great  own  ohav^  appeared  on  the  op* 
poiite  fide)  wh6»  by  their  uncommon  fearning,  may  draw 
otfaera  into  the  fame  error. 

Y*  Th£  fifdi  obfervation  will  gfve  m  the  true  fiiuatUn 
ef  tht  temple.  It  it  Jcndwn,  that  when  the  Heik^ws  did 
^bcflup,  they  turned  tfaemfelves  towards  the  iiioft  holy 
place  or  temple  '•  No^  we  learn  from  what  Swkiei  faw, 
that  k  lay  wvft ward  of  its  do<^  or  entry.  His  words  are 
very  pUn;  B/ehotd^  fays  heS  ^f  tie  door  of  tke  ietnpk 
wereaboet  foue-and-tfueitiy  mm^  tuitk  tieir  betcks  towards 
tie  temple  J  and  their  faces  towards  4he  eaji  \  and  ikey  wor^ 
Jhip£d  the  fwettf^ards  the  eajt }  therefore  the  front  erf  *he 
tsta^yns  turned  tewards  the  eaJi  {¥)  :  and  this  k  con- 
6im€d  by  Jofephus  s  who  fo  hr  mtfll  be  right,  the  temple 

*  UbiTup.  >»  A  ^^oomey  fr^  Aleppo,  S^e.  p* 

67.  76.  78.  S6,  9§,  100.  "  Difcours  du  voyage 

df^atremer  a«.  S.  Sepulcre,  ^5,75.  p.  47.  9^.  149^  ^c.  and 
Le  Srshi*  voyage  an  Levant,  torn.  ii.  c.  53.  55.  ^  I>itvs, 
ad  VQC.  N-  T.  v^oe  Sion.  LiPHTFOOT*,  C^liahus,  CAt* 
MET,  B  4  IQiogs  viii.  4M.    ?f^.  «oa.  iz-    JDan.  vj, 

1  o,  &  paff.  ^  Ezek.  viii.  16,  '  Antiq.  1.  viii. 

^F)Theo4kirettitiuimH^^^*:  ing^bcir&Ge&towu^fi^heeaft 

^  very g9J9l!i  rea&Q  lbrk»  ^>?  in  their  worfiiip^  the  FaganA 

That  IP   ^t  l^i^fiiites  "wm  opbmided  them  widi  adoring 

^imaffliiKM  so  misfSt&f  Gqp  the  fun  (25).    fiut  tfaeaacbor 

*  alone,  they  m^  b«ve  the  of  the  apoftdicBfl  cenftitaijpns 

fftn^behind  their bacb^  tMmuig  knew  well  how^o  put  it  in, 

tfaei^fth^  towwU  io»  taker-  aaocher  viewi  far  the  ihoty:q>o«« 

nade,  and  not  adore  the  fiu,  fOes  ate  ia^odaoel  \^  himit 

bet  hit  MakesTi   aa^  t9t%,  %in^,  irfo(rti/x,i^«i  1\hat^ 

when    the    puftem   picevaiM  cb^oAitff^  a.  7.  a.  C?6)<, 
a^iong  the  G(r//?^/  of  tttra« 

(25]  S^okm  creduttt  dam  n^rum,  Jtys  Ttrttt^,  a^,  caf.  r6«  (2^)  Lib. 

O  4  '      /    having 
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2co  ^  Appendix  to  the  Uifiory  of  Ih^  j€jw«.      .  -    i 

having  at  iirft  been  in  the  fame  fiiuation  be  fa#  it  in- 
afterwardsJ         i  :  ••:  .-^t*  i.  t 

VI.  Ldftly^  Though'  our  proper  inquiry  be  into  what; 
appears  to  us  toiie  flri£Uy  true,  as  to  this  matter  of  So^i 
lomon's  teoipiey  yet  we  do  nbo  pretend,  that  all  that  is  true 
of  Uhas  be^n.f<iid  byJis,  teQaure  itispoffiUe  many  thingt^ 
about  U  may  hgve  been  omttced  &y  thefacred  hifiorians;; 
and  therefore,  as  has  ^en  intimaxed,  ca2Ulot:ill^an!yr-wife 
be  faid  by  others*  Neither  do 'weaver,  that  all  we  intend 
to  fay  is  exadly  true  or  certain  9  but,  ,if  oiir  weak  en-t 
deavours  are  not  fatisfaftory,  w^  (hould  be  very  glad,  if 
,  they  .might  put  others  upon  gratifying  the  world  Hvith  a 
fcheme  jnore  accurate,  wherein  all  things  ^pp^ringi  better 
connefied^  might  alfo  better  anfwer,  or  bemoreagr^ahle, 
tp  the  fever^l  paflages  or  texts  of  holy. writ  hereunder 
confideration;  All  then  ws  engage  on  our  part,  is,  care-^ 
fully  to  ,diftingui(h  between  thofe  things  we  have' a  full 
proof  of,  and  thofe  things  wherein  we  only  try  to' make: 
fbme  near  approaches,  towards  the  truth;  and  upon  this 
foot  will  now  be  explained  the  feveral  particulars  in  the 
flaa  before  us,  according  to  the  indication  of  them  by  the 
IftUrs  in  tbe  margin,  for  the  greater  convcniency  of  findr 
ing  out  whatever  may  feem  to  want  a  review,  or  de/erve 
to  he,  more  narrowly  looked  or  inquired  into. 

.  We  begin  with  the  atvclf  (G),.where  God  fpake  from 
betw^n  the  cherubim  ^ .:  accordingly  it  is  called  the 
0rack  of  his  holinefs^  or,  «  it  is  other  wife  tranfla  ted,  his 
holy  oracle  %  towards  which  the  Ifraelites  turned  them- 

•  Exod.  XXV.  2.     Pfal.  xcix.  i.  *  Pfal.  xxviii.  2. 

(G)ln'Htlfre'w,^'''y^4€hir;  tMofihofy pidcei  1Mb.  My;  or, 

as  if  one  ihould  fay  locutorium,  as  the  Seftuagintizj)^  hofy  ofi 

.  or ^peaking-piace.    For  the^  boliis ;  and,  as  itis  tranflated 

it  was  thatrGop  ufed  tp  fpeak,  (%Z)  cosceming  tbe  taberaade, 

or  give  his  orders  or  iBftru--  tie  holiift.of.  MijZ<^,  - 
dions  to  his  lieutenant,  if  one.       TYiC  SeptitagiMi[hi,yt  kept 

may  focal)  the  judge  or  prince^.  t\it  Hebrew  woird*   reading  it 

and.  to  the  high-prieft,  his  firft  <^^f '>»  or  J^«e3/f,  except  in 

miniftet.  Bcfidcs,  it  was  called  one  phijc,  iwheire:  it  isj  tranf? 

the  orach   0/  th  hou/e.  Mi  latedy«taf,  or  tcatple. 

(27)  ExoJ  XXV.  24.    Num.  vu.  89.  (28)  i  Kin^s  yv^.  6.    P/al^     . 
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B.  I.    .  Explanation  0^  Sdomon'i  Tem^del^^  201 

fi^es  when  tbey  wbrfliipedu;  i^nd  this  was  a  fquare  room 
of  20  ic4ji>its,  a3  appears  from  1  Kin^s  vi«  2*  20.  2  Chran* 
uu  8.  ' 

'  Th5  holy  place,  or  fan£fuary^  40  cubits  long,  tnd 
gx)  broad,  as  is  plain  from  i  Kings  Vk  2,  and  3.  where  it 
is  alfo  called  th^  temple  of  the  boufe.  Fo»  the  houfe  (H) 
might  properly  be  the  name  of  thetwo^purtments*  S 
but  that  of  the  temple  {J)  ^  the  proper  nauic*  for  the  fe-f 
cond  apartment :  however,  tb^-  krtgth  of  J)(>th  th^fe  to- 
ge^er,  being*  the  houfe  Mnd  (K)  tmfle  ef  Gotrf^  was 
Jiicty  cubits^  i  Kings  vi.  21  ...      f 

JBefore  the  fanBuary  flood  a  perch.  Twenty  ciSits 
tvas  the  Uf^ti  thtr^ofi  and  ten  €ubits  was  the  breadth  there* 
ofy  as  is  faid  ver.  ^vand  fo  farw^  have  a  bertmnty  from 
tt»s  4)Ooks  of  Kings  and  Chronicles.  /  To  whkh  v^e  niight, 
if  nteodfu),  add  the  authority  of  Jofephus^^  and  numoers 
of  others. 

.  As  for  xh^waU  between  the  poreb  ahd  the  temple,  any 
one  fees  it  ought  to  be  there  admitted,  ^though  never 
mentioned  in  fo  many  words  by  the  fack'ed  hiftorians. 

tt  See  beforehand  comp^Pil.zxviii.  2.        ^  t  Kings  vi.  $,  Sc 
paffi       .  *  Ihid.ryer*.47^       .    ^  ¥&l^r^y.   Comp.  xxviii.  2. 
f  i^nt.  uW fup.  ..        \   .    .,-.  .  . 

(H)  n^^"1 /foWtfV/i&i  *or  nu  pioft    frequently,   and  fome- 

baith,  an  houfe  (30),  by  way  tim^s  "iucf. 

,     of  excellency.  It  was  the  houfe        (K)  Well  might  it  be  called 

of  God  ;  and,  in  foofie  feftfe,  fo,  when  it  was  the  place  of 

that    of    the  Ifraelite^    alfo.:  h^  reiidence  among  the ^W- 

wbtsrefbre  they  fay  (ai),  Our  ites,  .  So  fays  Solonwii  (34),  / 

h^ly  and  beautiful  boufe,  *wbere  bakitfurely  bulk  fbee  an  'boufe 

pur  father spraifed  thee.  How-  to  drubell  in;  a  place ;  a  fettled 

ever,  the  beu/e  of  the  Lord  is  p  face  for  thee  to  abide  in.    And 

Indigently    taken    for    the  therefore'the  y/«4;/ have  ^iven 

whole»  or  part  Qf:the  boildr  the  name  of  Sbechinab  ^o  this 

log.  '  habitation  not  improperly ;  for 

■>  (I)  byr\  becal  is  properly  there   war  God's    fymbolicat 

a  p^cci  witnefs  t^[lfecai]  prefecce-npon  theark  (35),or, 

palaicepf  Ahab\iz) ;  and  by.  as  it  were,  his  throne)  and 

this  nanie  feem  to  be  called  there  alfo  was. a  real  prefence 

the  different  parts  bdbnging  CDnfpicuous  ^hj  its  operations, 

to  the  tabernacle  (33).     The  we  mean  by  the  oracles  which 

Septuagint    translate    it  y«of,  Gob  delivered  there.  ' 

Uo)  I  Kings  viq.  16.  (31)  IJdiak  Im.  ?t.  (3a)  i  Kingt 

XXI.  J.  (31)  ^  ^^^*  '^'  9*  w-  3*  (34)  X  Kin^iv'nu  13. 

135)  J  ^9.  if.  4.    1  Sain.  li.  2,    Pfalm  Ixxx.  i.  ' 
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204  Appendix  Ja  fife  H^dry  rf  ti^  JevfM. 

We  fay  it  appeaift  m  hiivc  bcoa  of  gceat  tt(e»  ifot  ^idjr 
better  to  fufiain  the  buU4ing,  but  alfo  to  fq^^ico  ti»  t^m^ 
pie  from  the  porch  belonging  to  it;  that  fo  this  temple 
might  &a^d  wholly  by  i^oli,  and  .alfo  be0iut  ^f  when 
there  was  occaiion  fqx  it* 

Tie  en-        But  lurthfr,  our  con)p£hird  is  ftitiigthcaed  bjr  thir 

tranct.  plain  inference  diat  the  jteso^  had  doo^i*  Tbus  it  is 
'  laid  a.  For  thi  ^Hiring  ef  *he  f^acU  ke maif  ^ors^D^\f^ 
alJ[o  made  he  for  the  4nienttgXh}  of  the  Umpk  petjls  of 
oUve-tree  -^.and  the  two  itoors  i^fOrt  of  fir-fr^^  Now  \ 
door  (uppofos  a.  wall,  where-ever  a  wall  appears  oelsefl$rjr« 
as  was  bei«.  And  (bould  k  be  obje£te49  cbat  ttnr  toraK;ie 
had  A.  door  as  well  ^s  thfe  ianduacy,  thougli  mt  do  not 
conceive  any  wsbU  between  fihem,  k  might  be  anfweredg^ 
that  ^ere  is  nothing  upon  leeoid  eonceroiag  Aick  a  we1| 
(M)  I  that  we  fee  iio  neceffity  {^r  oiie ;  and^  blUy^  |hat 
there  might  be  fomething  clfe  in  lieu  of  it, 

yeiL  Pqj^  ^  y^fy  jjch  ^und  flrong  xmU  was  made  to  fepaxato- 

the  naofi  holy  from  the  holy  pIaoe<^,  the  fame  we  fupptrfb 
as  St.  Matthew  calls  the  veil  of  tbo  imnpte  that  ffias  nmt 
in  twain  ^.  Jofephus  *  pofltively  tells  us,  that  Solomm. 
nudcMfartition^w^lly,  difFexent  tj^em  the  veil ;  ^ot^h  it 
is  not  ip  deariy  rxpcefled  iii  the  iaaed  books^  ^Thei 
tranflation  indeed  iays  ^,  He  mado  a  tartitioH  hy  ^  chains 
of  gold  before  the  oraeU :  and  accordiiigly  w^  may  u^d^* 
jttnd,  thst  there  was  both  a^^r/i/x^  zxii  a  *peily  the  par^r 
tition  being  fixed,  a|id  the  veH  han^tig  before  it,  fo  as] 
to  be  mov^  like  Oiir  curtains.    But  we  do  not  wtrrant;, 

•  I  Kij^s  vi.  3«.  **. ibid.  33,  J4^  *  a  ^^^^ 

ill.  14.  ^  Matdu  xxvii.  51,  ^  Ant.  Uk  viii» 

c  5*  ^  I  Kiinjjsyi.  2^. 

(L)  The  word  im  Hdrrtv  is.  timi  (ays,  as  ^  ^e4oor  of  t^ 

nns,  j^^oc;^,  tke  fame  as  fer  orade,  ^  the  UmA  vnd  fiii|»- 

the  omde  above;  and  there*  ^^  pofis  were  a  fifth  part  of  th6 

ftire  ottering  ouf^t  to  be  kept  ^^  >W0^.^    But  tbtdfe  laft  words 

in  £ngli/lB^  loot  Jpor^  aainonr  are  not  m  tl»  fhirew,  and 

tranfiattoniS    although  )^^/t«ri^,  another  interpretation  is  fwm 

m  enHrkig^  is  'in  other  places  in  die  fflargin^  ^i%.  that  thc^ 

tranflated  u  door^  by  a  tzoc  ^gmrtfimfquare ;  however^  die 

analogy.  reading  in  the  tes^l  ^ay  w^ 

(M)  This  tnoA  he  under-  be  admitted  rela^vely  ^,  t^ 

ftood  oiholy  ivrit,  wherein  no  height  of  the  oracle  j  fo  that 

I  mention  is  made  of  lany  foch  this  is  meant,  that  the  liate^^ 

^alfi  tho'  indeed  our  tr^a-  ^c.  were  £ve  cubits  higL 

that 
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tbflt  ftfe  is  Ae  trtxt  feftfc  t)f  the  jfife^rw  (N),  which  is 
t^thcrt  lb  plated  tbains  (ban  «r  *#fr/^  tf^(?/i  ttfe  ^rath  : 
)K>^eVtr2  tber«  wa»  a  tfew  to  it,  as  we  have  fttn  already. 
And  sikhoagh  Np^e  tHftJr  enffily  conceive  a  ^odr  without  a 
IHraftl,  properly  fo  caHtd,  wfc  woft  fuppofc  fome  fuch  thing 
a^  a  partition.  Bcfides,  ti^hat  holted  this  door,  or  went 
dCtola  befbi^  the  otaclti  was  of  gold,  aitd  therefore  ftot 
^hc  veil  itfdf.  At  leafft  the  Hebrtw  text  allows  tis  to  fay, 
the  ortcle  was  Smt  up  wiA  golden  bcrfts  j  yet  whedier 
y^tiett  wa^  la  partition  oefides  the  doot  of  each  fide  S,  or 
>9i^he^er  the  <teor  hfcH  fctved  inftead  trf  a  partition,  Wfe 
Ih^l  not  detemiine  (O) ;  bat  condude  this  article  by 
tkyii^,  that  the  doots  of  Ae  porch  are  mentiontd  asfiich 
in  ODc  pa&ge  S  aft^  ^^tll^cd  the  doors  of  the  houfe  of  iJie 
3Lr'oiBii>m  another*. 

'Wif  AT  Wfc  haVfc  now  to  confi'det  ate  the  chamhtrs^  Cbamieru 
built  a^nft  the  wall  of  the  honfe  round  about,  bodi  of 
the  tetoiple  and  the  orack^  Ae  nethertnoft  fard  to  htfive 
ciiiiU  bnady  and  alfo  fivt  cubits  Ugh^^,  but  'of  their 
length  wtited  nothing  m  the  books  wfc  refer  to.  It  feeing 
they  were  fquare  rooms :  Jff/eplms  tells  us ',  they  wefb 
thitty  in  namber  all  ^bout  die  temple ;  which,  ft  may  be, 
he  took  Itotn  that  of  Exekiel'*'^  who  hys^  Tin  Jidt- 
chambers  ^^/  three^  cne  i^er  amthtty  and  thirty  in  order  : 
ib  that  thkty  being  muhipiicd  by  three,  according  to  the 
humber  of  itories  in  the  nrft  booi:  of  Kings ^  thofe  cham- 

9  I  Kings  vi.  31.  ^  2  Ckron.  xjod.  7.  ^  Ibid. 

xxviii.  ?4.  ^  I  Kiags  vi.  5,  6.  *  Antiq.  1.  viii. 

c.  3-  »  EjEck.  3di.  6. 

(N)  Mp^n'^n  najh)  i/^V-  •'  j?r/j«f#  has  it),  was  a  grea^ 

habber   beratihtb,   which   is  *'  flrength  and  fecurity  tO  die 

verbatim^  he  f»/7^  ^^  aw'/^  **  boilding.'^ 
ci&tfw/,  fttppofingrtf//itf/-&tohc        (O)  It  will  hardly  be  ex-    , 


^iainsi  for  that  word  occurs  pe£ied  we  (hould  here   mke 

in  no  other  place  bat  this,  and  particular  notice  of  thofe  /a- 

XDOLy  be  as  well  (ranflated  bars^  cred  vdTels  and  utenfils^  that 

Qxbolts^  or^y  thing  equivalent  adorned  this  holy  houfe ;  vix, 

(35).     Hence,  then,  it  feems,  the  ark  and  cherubim,  the  ta- 

Jo/epbus  (36)  inferred  "  the  We  of  iheW- bread,  the  golden 

f*  in  and  outfide  of  the  temple  candlefticks,£3^c.  fmce  we  could 

**  was  all'lined  with  cedar;  and  hardly  add  anything  to  what 

f*  that  the  cramping  of  the  hath  been  already  obfervcd  in 

M  cedar  together  with  ih-ong  thecourfe  of  this  hiftory  (37). 
f'  phains   (not  ironSy  as  VE- 

(ZS)Mebis  confer  i  Keg,  yi.  22.  IfaL  xi.  10.  fif  Ezek,  vii.  23.        (36)  Ant. 
^V^  fr  3.       (37)  W-  i^'  iP'  97>  f /'f-  (K;. 
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bers  will  amount  in  all  to  ninety,  p^led  the  nei^ermoji^ 
the  middle,  and  tjie  third.  And  (ijcb  a  jnucpbct:  may 
cafily.be  placed  about  the  houfe,  jTuppofing  them  to  ha'v^ 
been  each  of  five  cubits  length,,  as  weHlas  he^igKt  j  for  in 
the  breadth  they  difFerea  from  five  to  fixj  and  frolm  fijc  t9 
feven  J  the  reafon  of  which  is  theje  gjven. ,  Upon  *.thLs 
fcpre  they  will  undoubtedly  appear  Toine what  fmjill  i**ari3 
fo  indeed  "Jofephus "  cafls  them.  However,  if  tlieir  ufe 
was  well  luiown,  that  might  giv^  fpme  light  into  this  mat- 
ter. But,  concerning  their  ufe,  we  find  only  %  that  Joajb 
fvas  hidden  in  the  bed-chamber  {?^  belonging  to" the  temple. 
Taking  it  then  for  granted,  that  thpy  were  chiefly  or  fre- 
quently intended  to  lie  in,  we  may  venture  to  /ay,  that 
they  were  fufiicient  for  that  pMrpofe,  efpeciaUy  thofe  of 
the  middle  and  third  ftory ;  beffdes  thgt  the^^^^-p^wi^^rx 
among  the  Je%v9  were  generally  upper  rooms'^  a^s  has  al- 
ready been  obferved  in  this  Univerfal  Hijiory  p. 

One  thing  more  remains  to  be  attended  to  about  the 
temple,  properly  fo  called.  It  is  fald  *i,'  The  door  for  the 
middle  chamber  was  in  the  right  fide  of  the' houfe  \  anct  they 
went  up  with  ^finding- flairs  into  the  middle  chamber^  ar^d 
out  of  the  middle  into  the  third.  Where  we  niay  well 
imagine  an  opening  was  left  in  the  thic^ne(s  of  the  wall 
for  a  pair  of  ftairs,  to  go  up  tb  the  fecoj^cf  ftory  ot  the 
chambers  about  the  temple,  and  alfo  a  Mflagc  from  ilhe 
temple  to  the  porch  j  for  there  might  be  icyeral  occafion^ 
that  required  the  minifters  of  the  temple  to  go  lip  tb  thofe 
chambers,  as  well  as  in  and  out  of  the  tfcmple,  of  which 
we  fuppofc  a  detail  is  not  here  expeded. 


^Ubifup. 
vol.  iii.  p.  177,  (T). 


%  Icings  xi.  1. 

*!  I  Kings yi.  %': 


P  Sec  ^fbre. 


(P)  In  Hehrewy  -)in  htder^ 

'    '       and  feems  to  be  un- 

'  one  of  the  three 

It  the  temple  C39), 

ht  be  the  beds  for 

in    waiting ;    aiid 

fe  rooms,  or  cham- 

or  more,  cfpecially 

r  fet  apart  for  the 

;  which  alfo  ought 

0  have  been  a  re- 

and  not  ealily  ac- 

(39)  ^e*^  Kings,  vi.  5,  t^  Jfq* 
Kings  ubifup* 


ceffible  but  tohimfelf  and  con- 
fort.  Thefe  rooms  we  find  al- 
fo called  inner-farlours  (40)^ 
where  for  parlours  the  Hebrenu 
hath  chadrimi  and  there  di* 
ftinguifhed  from  the  lower- 
apartments,  ^ai»/ii4^«  (thetrea- 
furies  in  qur  verfion),  and  fi-on^ 
the  upper  rooms.  5?o  as  w,e 
have  here  the  feveral  part^  of 
the  jatziagb  there  fpoken  of 
(41)  by  their  proper  names. 


(40)  I  Chron.  Jcxviii.  it. 


(40  » 

Wi5 
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"VVfi   are  now  come  to  the  pBrch^  where  wc  meet  with  Porcb^ 
jhofef   celebrated  ediumns^  ^r  pillars,   Solomon  adorned  it  coiumju, 
with.    "  It  is  faid  ',  'He  fit  thim  up  in  the  ^onh  of  the 
tefnplry   and  *  he  made  before  the  houft  two  pillar r^  and  *  he 
reared  up  the  pillars  before  the  temple ;  which  expreifions 
taken    together  fuflbciently  feem  to  imply  the  pillars  were 
before  the  temple  In  its  porch.     But  it  is  not  quite  fo  eafy 
to    aflign  the  height  of  ihcm.     In  one  place  it  is  faid  of 
Solomon^ ^  He  caji  two  pillars  of  hrafs  of  eighteen  cubits 
hi^h  apiece*     In  another  *  we  read,  tie  made  two  pillars 
0f  shitty  and' five  cubits  high.     This  feemins  inconfiilency 
fectAVten  the  two  facred  hiftorians  we  (hafi  prefently  re- 
concile ;  only  we  will  firft  beg  leave  to  take  notice,  that 
this  is  an  inftance  of  their  not  combining  together,  of 
their  not  being  corrcfted  or  amended  by  one  another. 
Now  let  us  only  f\ippofe  the  pcdeftal  or  bafii  of  the  co- 
lumns to  have  been  17  cubits  high,  this,  added  to  the 
18   cubits  (i  Kings  \\u  15.     Jer,  Hi.  21.)  for  the  (haft, 
will,    idded    together,    make  exaflly    35,    the  number 
n:ientioned  2  Chron,  iii.  i^.    Laftly,  taking  from  i  Kings 
Vii.  '16.  five  cubits,  being  the  height  of  the  chapiter,  we  ^md  cha- 
fiiall  haVe  the  true  height  of  the  pillars,  viz,  40  cubits*  pifer. 
It   is  true,   that,    in  another  placed,  the  height  of  the 
chapiter  is  faid   to  have  been  three  cubits;  but  here  we 
apprehend  we  have  the  dimenfion  of  the  chapiter  only, 
"RrlQily  fo  called,  cothereth  in  the  Hebrew^  or  crownings 
^hich  is  expreffid  to  have  been  three  cubits;  and  there     ' 
Is   left  to  be  underftood  the  wreathen  work  on  it  round 
abouty  which  was  two  cubits  more;  both  which  fums, 
added,  make  that  oi  five^  the  number  fet  down  before 
by  the  fame  author.     Vie  c^  fay  but  little  concerning 
the  thicknefs  of  the  (baft  of  thofe  piHars,  only  that  a  Une 
of  twelve  cubits  cowpajfed  either   of  {QJ)   them  round 

'    .  abtiuti 

T.I  Kings  vii.  21.  •  2  ChfOn.  iii.  15.  t  Ibid, 

vcr.  17'  "I  Kings  vii.  15.  *  2  Chron.  ubi  fup. 

r  2  Kii»gsxxT.  17. 

to.)  ^So'ne  will  fay  the  He-  Eighteen  cubits  nvas  the  height 

'I're^  di'ffcrs  from  our  tranfla-  of  the  firft  column,  and  a  line 

'  tionT  for  what  is   here  either  of  tnvehe  cubits  did  encompafs 

qft^em^  is  there  '•au/n  hajheni,  tbefecondi  which  is  an  elliptical 

the  fitcondi    and  we  acknow-  expreffion,  wlicre,  in  a  period, 

logetbSc  isa  ieeming,  though  one   branch    of   it»    not.  «x- 

no  real  difference.    It  is  faid,  preiTed,  is  underftood  by  what 

the 
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ahMt^l  and  di^rtfore  the  4iifii«t^  w^  (quvt  cubits,  vrhiKh 
is  tbe  pt^opof^km  of  x2  ^r  tb^  qiiifiuipf^riMl^*  But  k 
H^y  he  fuftbec  obTcrvcd,  thit  on9  of  tli^  piUai^  wax  to 
b«  feen  on  tb&  right  of  the  porc^*  $ii4  c^JM  Jmhin^  and 
the  Qthef  on  the  left,  called  B^a^  f .  No^  "jfaclnn  fiftHfies 
hejhall  eflsjfl^y  and  £#azt  Jirength  is^  jm  htm^  By  which 
U  fizems  S^lonuin  would  giva  to  underltaiKi,  that  he  d^- 
peaded  only  on  an  Almighty  Power  for  the  continuance 
and  duration  of  this  temple.  But,  by  way  of  cpBJeSurej 
one  might  fuppofe  th^e  w^  an  infiription  in  fo|9e  fucb 
ienfe  upon  the  bafist  of  e^ch  of  the  ptUai^s  that  on  one 
begipning  with  the  word  Jmhin^  aod  that  on  the  O^eif 
with  the  word  Boaz  ;  from  whence  the  pillab  might  have 
their  denomination ;  as  we  fee  the  books  of  Mtfis  called 
by  the  firft  word  they  begin  withK  Laftly,  as  to  their 
fttuation ;  we  take  it  they  ftood  before  th^  temple  S  i^ 
the  porch  of  the  temjfJe'':  fa  fe}*soiir  tra^ation;  wbk* 
we  diuTe  here  to  follow  (R). 


^  I  iyagsva.  15. 
before^  voi.  iii.  p.  4,CA). 
vji.  21. 


•  I  Kiflgs  vii.  zi. 
*=  aChr^.  iii.  17. 


the  other  exprefles  ("42]*  So 
here  the  height  of  thtfirfi  co- 
lumn gives  you  the  meafgre 
of  the  fecondf  and  the  thick- 
nefs  of  tht  jfigcond  the  meafure 
of  the  /r/.  But  this  not  be- 
ing  agreeable  to  our  ftile,  an- 
other toni  ought  to  be  took, 
which  is  ufual  and  inllelligiUe 
in  our  way  of  fpcaking. 

(R)  One  reafon  is,  the  dif- 
ference to  be  o^ferved  between 
the  two  particles  in  the  tes^  of 
ChrmkUs  and  Kings,  In  that 
it  is  ^3D-by,  aUpene^  whioh 
cannot  otherwife  be  tranflated 
than  by  hfore.  But  in  this  it 
is  b  /^  which  r^y  be  tranfla- 
ted fcveral  waySi  apd  efpecially 


l^  «»;  fo  you  Bead  Uromch 
(Ai)*  ^  ^^  £09/ of  the  ereaing  i 
k^lOfe  (44)»     in    the    throne » 
and  fuch-like  exfi^eifions  (45)^^ 
Befidesy   the  Vulgate    has  in 
portieUf  and  the  Septtutgfnt  do 
IK)  t  much  dife  as  to  the  fenfe : 
they  tranflate,  he  fit  nf  the 
pillars  of  the  porch  i    which 
&QfBs  tO'  irn^y,  that  the  pil- 
lars were  an  apportenanoe  of 
the  porch,  and  therefore  very 
properly  placed  in*  It*    T^/e- 
fh$ts»  a$  to  this,  faysoi^y  [4^)» 
Solomon  placed  oae  of  them  oa 
the  right  pofb  of  the  porch^ 
9Ad  thp  pdier  on  the  left.  The 
French  and  Ef^/i/i  ti«flftitJQ»« 
add^  at  ,tbM  entrance  rf  tbi 


(^2)  Vti,  Prov,  X.  I.     Jfai,  xxxii.  3,    Deut,  xv.  iz,    Pfalm  cxllf.  4* 
Conf.  Jtrem.  Ui.  2i,  2^  {A.%)Oeih  iii.  S.  (^)  Fftl» 

2  >  .      ..  ^^^^ 
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GaiKC  now  out  of  the  porch^  we  muft  take  notice  Mar, 
firft  of  the  altar  ftanding  befire  n>e  ptrch^^  or  btfore  the 
boufe*^  as  in  the  HehrtWy  not  impropefl/  tranflatedtbe 
fire^frpHt  ^f  ihi  hufe :  and  there  k  feems  to  have  flood 
in  the  mtMle  of  the  court  (S),  of  whidi  court  afterwards. 
« This  altar  for  Durnt* offerings  anfwered  to  one  of  the  fame 
Ufe  in  the  tabernacle,  whereof  we  have  fpoken  at  larce  ^. 
What  remains  for  us  to  obferve,  is  only  the  new  altar, 
which  was  in  kngth  two  cubits^  and  as  many  broad ^  beftdes  ten 
eubits  high% ;  and  fince  no  fteps  were  allowed  in  the  taber- 
tiacle  to  go  up  to  the  altar  ^,  it  ought  to  be  fuppofed  there 
were  none  for  that  ufe  in  the  temple,  but  only  an  eafy 
afcent  up  to  the  altar. 

Of  the  court  ttfelf  we  muft  own«  it  is  oin:  opinbn,  Courfi 
that  it  went  at  ftffl  all  about  the  temple.  Thus  was  the  dimenfams. 
court  about  the  tabernacle  an  oblong  fquare,  the  length 
ther^f  being  an  hundred  cubit Sy  and  the  breadth  fifty  every* 
where  K  Now,  as  we  find  no  dimepfion  of  the  court  in 
the  temple,  all  we  can  well  do,  to  go  fomewhat  by  a  fcrip- 
tural  rule,  is  to  make  this  laft  court  twice  as  big  as  that 
in  t^  tabernacle,  becaufe  it  Aifficiently  appears  king  Soh- 
fnon  kept  pretty  near  to  that  proportion  in  the  builoixig  of 

^  I  .Kings  viii.  64.  Cdl  2  Chron.  vii.  7.  xv.  8.  «  lb. 

'  Ubi  fap.  *  2  Chron.  iv,  i.  *  £xod^ 

XX.  26.  *  Ibid.  xxvS,  9.  12. 

fireh.    We  have  declai ed  oar  and  at  a  convenient  didaaoe  ; 

opinion  to  be,  they  were  with-  fo  that  our  tranilation  feeins  to 

in  ,  but,  after  all,  if  one  likes  be  very  ri^t  in  faying  ty  (50} 

them  better  without,  we  would  and  «/  (5 1 )  it«  which  cooid  not 

not  muchi^pofeity  fince!?  may  be  well"  otherwife,  the  court 

fignify  at ;  as  where  it  is  faid  b^ing  Qf^fmalli^oxapafk   Bat 

01  Zebubm  (47),  *«  We  fliaH  as  that  ia  the  temple  was  much 

*•  fiand  ni^>  at  the  haven  of  larger^  the  aJtar  mig^t  hicxc 

**  thefea^**  or  for^  as  an  tie  ftandin  theanVii^^^/^JKr/? 

very    fame    e^pre^on,    *vjz<,  and  this  further  appe^^  tnua 

CZPfti^,  our  own  interpreters  its  relation  to  the  ifjtg^j  /eat» 

have  taken  it  elfewhere  (48),  which  was  in  the  midd  of  th^ 

and  rendered  ity^r/^^^0rc^.  other  court,  ^and  h/hre  |hi^ 

.   (S)  In  the  tabernacle  the  altar,  as  will  be  fccn  haeaft^- 

attar  cjf  burot-offo-ings  was  to  (52). 
be  placed  {49)  h/ore  th  '^or^ 

'    (4^)  Gen,  xlix.  13.  '     (4^)  x  JGnp  vii*.  12.  (49)  Exod, 

x\  6.  (50)  Ltvit.  I  5.  (51)  ifc/.  V.  7,  S,  (sa)  Notes 

the 
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the  temple  itfelf.  Again,  as  in  that  oblong  fquare  the 
tabernacle  flood  wcftward,  and  that,  by  that  means,  the 
court  had  on  the  eaft  two  third  parts»  or  more^  pf  the 
whole  fpace,  we  conceive  the  court- in'  the  temple,  als 
Solomon  at  fir  ft  built  it>  to  have  been  mu^h  thefaine. 

But  a  wall  is  placed  here  on  the  weft  fidet  of  the  court 
before  the'  porch,  for  which  no  warrant  wiU  eafily 
be  found  in  that  part  of  Scripture  which  was  to  be 
our  guide  in  our  prefent  inquiry,  and  therefore  does 
not  feem  to  be  built  upon  any  fure  foundation  ;  but  yet 
what  we  have  to  fay  for  it  may  be  ktn  in  the  next 
note  (T).  -  . 

A  NEW  court  is  plainly  mentioned  in  facr^d  hiftory. 
Thus  we  read  ',  That  Jehofhaphat  ^<7^</  in  the  congrega- 
tim  ^  Judah  ^«i  Jerufalem  in  the  houfe- afi  theljO'Bi^^ 
before  the  new  court  (V),     That  here,  by  the  boufe  ofthe 

Lord, 

'  2  Chron.  xx*  5-. 


(T)  By  faying  this,  we 
would  not  be  underftood  wholly 
to  deny  ihete  might  be  fuch  a 
wall  in  Solomon*^  time ;  for  we 
read  (5  j)  concerning  the  houfe 
ke  buiff  for  his  queen,  The 
great  court  round  about  ivas 
^th  three  rows  of  hewed 
fionesy  and  a  ro<w  of  cedar* 
beamsy  as  for  the  inner  court 
of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and 
for  the  porch  of  the  houfe,  In- 
ftcad  of  as\  our  ti-anilation 
renders  both^  the  Hebretju  ^  ^ve, 
Whofe  ordinary  fignification  is 
emd.  But,  in  the  way  of  a 
comparifon  (as  it  plainly  ap- 
pears to  be  here  ufed),  if  we 
confuh  our  trandation  in  other 
places  (54},  it  would,  we  think, 
be  more  properly  rendered  by 
«/.  However,  the  wall  for 
the  porch  of  the  houfe  may, 
it  feems,  be  underflood  of  this 
waU  that  Hood  before  the  porch 


of  the  temple;  though  otheiv, 
with  fome  probability,  under- 
ffand  it  of  a  porch  before  the 
queen's  houfe.  ^   , 

(V)  The  name  given  by  the 
Septuagtnt  to  this  court  de(erve$ 
fome  attention:    they  call  it 
etvKYiv  Tjff  (TXfwn^,  the  court  of 
the  tabernacle  ;   which,   well 
underftood,  feems  to  be  a  very 
proper  name  ;   for  the  houfe 
in  Solomon^  building  anfwered 
the  tabernacle  of  Mofes^   and 
here-and- there  equally  was  the 
Jhechinah,    or  inhabitation  of 
the  Divine  Majcfty  ;  to  which 
St.  John  alfo  feems  to  have  an 
eye,  when  he  fays,  ihe  Aoyo( 
Word  io')criua<r%v  iv  H^iv  d'welt 
among  us  (^^), 

Now  this  fituation  of  the 
new  court  being  allowed,  wc 
may,  by  it,  farther  explain 
and  fix  the  place  where  Zicha- 
riah,  the  high-pricft's  fon,  w« 


(53)  I  Kings  vii.  i*.  ix.  24,  &fef»  %  ChrM,  viii.  11,  Sf /f.   ((54)  '  ^"^ 
JtH.  15.    Fr0v.  X.  »s.        (55)  Jcbn  i.  I4» 

killed. 
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HfORD,  is  underftood  the  whole  compafs  of  the  temple, 
MTith  its  feveral  courts,  wants  no  propf,  after  what  has 
been  faid  above.  But  what  that  new  court  is,  we  are 
now  to  confider.  Some  will  have  it  to  have  been  the 
court  of  pricfts  repaired.^  as  indeed  the  altar  was,  by  king 
./f/a-  ",  and  therefore  called  the  new  court. 

But  though,  by  the  analogy  of  the  temple  with  the 7"-^/ «<*iu 
tabernacle,  the  court  of  priefts  feems  to  have  been  rowndcourt, 
about  the  holy  and  moft  holy  place,  and  not  divided  hywbat. 
Si  ivall ;  yet  afterwards  fuch  a  wall  being  found  conve- 
nient to  be  made  between  the  altar  and  the  porch,  that 
part  of  the  court  about  the  temple,  becoming  now  a  fort 
of  a  court  by  itfelf,  might  be  called  the  new  court,  the 
old  name,  viz.  the  court  of  the  priefts,  remaining  with 
that  part  where  ftood  the  altar.     Now  whether  this  will 
be  judged  a  rational  conjeSure,  muft  be  fubmitted  to  the 
reader. 

We  have  a  few  words  to  add  concerning  the  other,  Court* 
but  undoubted  wall  of  the  court  of  the  priefts.  It  is  faid  ^^n»alL 
Solomon  built  the  inner-court  with  three  rows  of  hewed 
Jione^  and  a  row  of  cedar  beams.  It  is  elfewhere  '  called 
the  court  of  prieib,  and  bor^  the  n^mc  of  the  inner,  be- 
caufe  of  another  round  about  it.  But  what  thefe  rows 
were,  is  not  fo  eafy  to  explain.  Some  indeed  do  not  fpare 
buildings  that  coft  them  nothing,  and  of  thefe  rows  make 
fo  many  ftories  \  but  whether  the  fmgle  Hebrew  word» 
tur^  K  e.  row^  will  uphold  fuch  an  heavy  building,  we 
very  much  doubt :  to  us  there  appears  no  more  than  a  • 
kind  of  parapet- wall,  of  fome  four  or  five  feet  high  (con- 
fifting  of  three  rows  of  ftone,  one  upon  another,  and  a 
fourth  of  cedar-beams  over  them}^  fuffident  to  keep  off 
the  people  from  being  an  hindrance  in  the  court  of  priefts, 
but  low  enough  for  the  Ifraelites  without  to  fee  all  the 
priefts  were  doing  within. 

Oh  E  thing  remaini  to  be  confidered,   which  is,   the EafHit^ 
feveral  entries  into  the  court  j  for  though  we  Ihould  hofwhere. 

n  2Chron.  XV.  8.  »  i  Bangs  vi.  36.    vii.  12, 

P  2Chron.  iv.9..  ^  Ibid. 

killed.    It  is  faid  this  happen-  which  mnft  be  as  he  came  oat 

ed  in  the  court  of  the  houle  of  of  the  temple  into  this  new 

the  Lord  (55),  between  the  court,  towards  the  watt  before 

temple  and  the  alur  ($6),  the  porch.  * 

(55)  D€  boe  vid,  2  Cbrotu  xx.  5.  (56}  Mattb.  Vaak  35. 

Vou  IV.  P  find 
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find  any  msntioned  as  they  are  fufficiently  4,  they '  moft, 
in  the  natufc  of  thiflgi,  have  bceii  there  s-aild  we  therefore 
place  them  T«*ere  we  find  it  ihoft  proper,  vi%,  dver-againft 
the  ^tes  that  are  fkid  to  have  been  in  that  court  where  the 
peope  met  for  their  folemn  devotions. 
Gnat  and  Now  this  court  (X)  was  called  the  great  court ',  bo* 
r^^ll  caufe  of  its  bignefs,  comparatively  to  that  of  the  prtefts, 
which  was  a  good  deal  lefs ;  both  of  them  being  faid  to 
be  the  twa  courts  of  the  houfi  of  the  Lord  *.  And  that 
Solomon  himfelf  built  the  one,  as  well  as  the  other,  we 
read  in  thefe  words.  Furthermore  he  made  the  court  of 
the  triers y  and  the  great  cottrt^  and  doors  for  the  cotert, 
and  overlaid  the  doors  of  them  with  brafs,  Jofephus^  not 
thinking  this  metal  valuable  enough,  has  made  a  tranf-^ 
mutation  of  it  into  filvcr  ^ ;  and  has,  at  no  other  expence 
than  his  fancy,  built  a  large  court  upon  a  mount  raifed 
on  purpofe  400  cubits  high.  It  is  eafy  to  prefume  he 
has  fpared  neither  columns,  nor  porticoes,  nor  all  the  em- 
belli&mcnts  a  fruitful  imagination  could  prompt  him  to 
adorn  it  with  (Y). 

Haste 


<  2  Chron.  iv.  9. 
*  Antiq.  1.  viii.  c.  3. 


'  Ibid. 


«  2  Kings  jtxi.  5. 


(X)  The  SeptuagirH  ck\\  it 
dAKh  isfff,  where  i«fK  ought 
not  to  be  taken  (ot  betal  com- 
monly  rendered^  at  kas  al- 
rea<fy  been  oUerved  (57)  by 
another  Grf#i  word,  but  ne- 
ver, as  wc  knoiv/  by  kpoF. 
This  laft  wordi  as  made  ufe 
of,  both  by  them  and  Joje- 
phM{^S)9  iignifies  either  the 
whole  of  the  building,  orfome 
out'parc  of  it,  and  is  properly 
a  facred  place,  or  confecrated 
ground  s  the  court  of  I/rael 
being  its  proper  court,  as  it 
encompaiTed  round  aboQt  im- 
mediately that  'of  the  priefts, 
and  mediately  the  temple  it- 
felf  and  oracfar. 


(Y)  His  Words  are,  "  Bc- 
**  yond  this  partition  was  an* 
"  other  fquare  court  (Greek, 
•*  isp^f^^  or  building,  with  large 
*'  porticoes  or  galleries  about 
•*  it,  and  four  ftately  gates, 
«*  that  opened  eaft,  weft,  north, 
*^  and  fouth  ;  the  doors  all 
''  plated  and  inlaid  with  gold. 
**  This    place  was    common 

•*  to  all  the  jpcople The 

•*  ere£ling  ot  this  outward 
''  building  was  fo  fiupend- 
**  ous^  an  nnderti^Ag,  tBat 
"  no  tongue  can  exprefs  the 
*'  difficulties  of  ri^iiiDgit;  and 
*'  a  man  wotild  hate  dHKh 
"  ado  to  believe  his  own  very 
^*  eyes  that  &w  it.    Such  hoi* 


(57)  I  Chrcn,  xxix.  4.  «//.  J^xek,  xlv.  19. 


epp. 


{^%)  Antiq,  LViii' 


'*  lows. 
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Haste    ^we  now  to  fik  tfere  gates.     There  were  tirce 
on   three  fides  of   the   temple,  eaft>  north,  and  fouth  j 
befidcs  two  on  the  weft  fide.     Thefc  gates  were  kept  by 
wardens,    trufted  ^ith  power  and  authority,    who  had 
under  them  numbers  of  Levites;  for  we  read  %  "Among 
**   thefe  were  the  divifions  of  the^portcn,  even  among  the 
**  chief  men,  having  w^rds  one  againft  another,  to  fcrve 
**   in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  j  and  they  caft  lots,  as  well 
**  the  fmall  as  the  great — for  every  gate."    We  have  no- 
thing  renaarkahk  to  fey  concerning  the  north  and  caft 
gates  ;  but,  juft  by  that  to  the  f6uth,' we  find  the  houfe  of 
Afuppim  ^  %,  and  what  this  houfe  was  is  not  eafy  to  deter- 
mine :   however,  as  thi^  belongs  properly  to  our  fubjed, 
we  {hall  make  our  beft  endeavours  towards  a  difcovery  that 
1vay(Z), 

It 


*    1  Chron.  xxvi.  12, 13. 

^  I0W89  f uch  depths  to  be  filt- 
**  cd  up,  as  a  body  could 
<*  hardly  have  looked  upon, 
^*  or  bttt  ib  much  as  fanned, 
**  without  taming  his  brain  ; 
«'  400  cuUts  to  be  brought 
«  ap  td  a  levd  with  the  top 
*<  of  the  mouDtahi,  only  to 
.<<  make  the  work  regular, 
«<  and  th«  ground  even.  Tim 
«  port  wai  inoompailed  again 
«<  with  a  kind  of  ctouhle  cloy- 
<*  fter,  aiad  two  rcMVs  of  pil- 
*«  lars,  to  fopport  it;  every 
<<  pillar  bmg  cat  whde  out 
*'  of  the  rock;  the  doors 
**  were     aU    filvcr-work, " 

f  Z)  The  radkal  verb  Afiip 
fignifies  to  aid.  sfftmhU^  or 
gather  togeiher,  and  the  feveral 
nottos  da*ivcd  from  it  ke^ 
/^aU  this  primitive  iienfe^  fi>  tbat 
It  is  to  be  prtfumc  1  it  is  aUb 
prefer ved  in  the  word  afiffimi 
hut,  as  this  idea  is  indefinite, 
we  muft  try  ro  fix  it  by  the 
ttfe  of  this  wi»:d,  to  be  found 

(6f)   I  Cbrm,  xxvi.  17* 


Ibid. 


ver.  15. 


only    in    the   rlace    alieady 
quoted,  and  a  Ittde  lower  (6 1 ), 
and  in  Nebemiab  (oz),    Xn  the 
fird  quotation^  the  traoflation 
M  word  fi)r  word  the  bpt^  ^ 
Afu^im ;  but  the  fenfe  feems 
rather  to  imply  each  of  the 
two  houfes,  ior  fo  many  there 
were  under   the  direction  of 
Obfd  edom^  and  hb  fons.     la 
the  fecond  text,  the  tranAatioa 
lays,    toward  Aiuppim    t<wo 
and    two  (adding   the  word 
and,  which  is  not  in  the  He- 
brew) i  and,  as  far  as  can  be 
judged,  the  true  fenie  is  this : 
There  were  four  Xtfw/«  truil* 
cd  with  the  care  of  the  Afuppim ^ 
two  to  the  one,  and  two  to  tha 
other.     This  fe^ms  to  be  coa* 
fiitned  by  the  thitd  paflage, 
that  itiNehemiabi  iox  one  reads, 
according  to  the  fiebrew,  "For* 
ten  keefing  the  <w^d  at  tht 
h  fu  ppim  of  the  ga^et.     In  the 
verfion  it  is  at  the  tbrejboldi ; 
and,  in  the  margin,  treafuries 
or  afemblies.    It  wonU  havf 


'  an 


(61)  Chsp*  xii.  15. 
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It  will  be  pertinent  enough^  before  we  go  to  the  other 
gate,  to  iput  here  togedjcr  what  we  have  more  to  fay 
concerning  the  other  apartments  we  have  delineated  in 
tins  court  of  the  people.  Upon  which  two  things  are 
very  diftindly  to  be  conildered :  the  firft  relates  to  the 
form  and  particular  ficuation  of  thefe  apartments  i  and 
this,  we  muft  frankly  own,  we  are  ignorant  of.  But,  as 
it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to   place  them  fomewbece^ 


been  better  to  have  preferved 
in  the  tranflation  the  Hebrrw 
word  J/uppim^  which,  thoagh 
a  proper  name,  is  there  a  cafe 
governed.  And  if  the  three 
above-mentioned  pailages  are 
carefully  compared  together, 
it  will  plainly  appear,  that  there 
were  near  the  gate  we  have 
been  fpeaking  of,  two  houfes, 
pr  t  ifiind  apartments,  one  on 
each  fide  of  this  gate ;  where 
either  the  prieils  or  the  Le<vita, 
or,  it  may  be,  both  orders,  af- 
fembled  at  times,  either  about 
bttiinefs  relating  to  the  temple, 
or  depofited  all  things  of  ufe 
in  that  confecrated  place,  iince 
gathering  and  ajfemhling  are 
equally  an  apt  tranflation  of 
the  word  u^^/^/Vsr.  fiefides,we 
find  in  holy  writ,  that  there 
were  fuch  apartments  or  hou- 
fes within  the  inclofure  or 
prednd  of  the  temple,  or  its 
courts.  So,  for  example,  Je- 
remiah (63)  brought  the  Rc- 
chabites  into  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord,  into  one  of  the  chambers ^ 
nvhere  he  did  put  before  them 
pots  full  of  fwinet  and  fo  on. 
This  room,  which,  for  that 
^\tvy  reafon,  we  may  fuppofe 
to  have  had  fome  ei^tenc,  be- 
longed to  the  offspring  of  Ig^ 
daliahy  a   man  of  God,  that 


is^to  fay,  a  prophet  i  and  its 
fituation  is  faid  to  have  been 
next  to  the  chaniber  of  the 
princes,  or  chief  men  ;  which^ 
in  the  temple,  can  be  under- 
ftood  only  of  the  priefls,  or 
chiefs  of  the  Levites.  Befides, 
it  is  faid,  that  this  chamber 
was  abo^e  the  chamber  of  Maa," 
feiah,  the  keeper  of  the  door. 
It  was  an  upper  room :  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  about  bir- 
finefs  of  moment  they  met  in 
fuch  rooms  among  the  Je^Ms, 
which  was  &ill  a  cuilom  in  the 
time  of  the  apofUes  (64;.  Let 
that  be  as  it  will,  there  are 
feen  here  in  the  fame  houle 
large  rooms,  different  or  di- 
ftindt  both  in  reladon  to  the 
nies  they  were  put  to,  and  the 
perfons  that  occupied  them, 
whether  they  met  or  lodged 
in  them,  in  order  to  be  of  ler- 
vice  to  the  tem^  le,  or  its  mi- 
niders;  or  whether  in  parti  ^ 
cular  the  lower  part,  or  ground- 
floor  of  thefe  houfes,  ferved 
as  Horehoules,  or  treafuries^ 
which,  it  feems,  may  be  ga- 
thered from  what  is  rekced 
elfewhere  (65),  ^Ihat  Amaziah 
took  all  the  gold  and  Jil'ver,  and 
all  the  veJftL  that  lAtere  found 
in  the  houje'  of  Qo\i  twith 
Obed-edom. 


(63)  Jir,  XXXV.  2,  fife. 

3UCV.  z^ 


(64)  Aas  u  13,  &pajf:  (6j)  z  ChrcM. 
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we  have  difpofed  of  them  in  the  plaineft  manner  we  could 
o  tht  four  corners  of  the  temple,  leaving  to  every  one 
f6  fix  and  reprefent  them,  as  may  be  thought  moft  pro- 
per. The  fecond  thing  we  have  to  fay  about  thefe  chJim- 
hers,  is  concerning  their  real  exiftence,  of  which  there  is 
ho  room  to  doubt.  For,  fetting  afide  what  has  juft  now 
been  inftahced  of  the  Jfufpirriy  and  apartments  menti- 
oned  \>y  Jeremiah  i  and  fuppofing  them  to  be  different 
from  thole  we  are  now  fpeaking  of ;  it  \s  plain  from  holy 
writ  **,  that  David  gave  tq  Solomon  the  pattern  of  the 
courts  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  of  all  the  chambers 
round  about ^  of  the  treafuries  of  the  houfe  of  God,  and 
§f  the  ireafuries  of  the  dedicated  things  ;  and  this  order 
was  executed  ;  for  «  Jhijah  was  over  the  treafures  of  the 
houfe  of  God,  at^d  over  the  treafures  of  tht  dedicated 
things  (B).  To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  in  the  temple 
of  Zor^bahelj  in  Nehemiah^  time,  when,  to  be  fure,  there 
had  been  no  thoughts  of  exceeding  Solomon's  temple,  Eli* 
of  Jib  ^  the  priejl  having  the  overfght  of  the  chamber y  or 
rather  of  each  chamber  (C),  of  the  houfe  of  God,  had 
prepared  for  Tobiah,  one  allied  unto  him^  a  great  chamber j 
where  aforetime  they  laid  the  meat-offeringy  the  frankin- 
cenfgy  and  the  vejfelsj  and  the  tythes  of  the  corn^  the  new 
wine^  and  the  oily  and  the  offerings  in  the  courts  of  the 
houfe  of  God. 

We  would  have  thefe  laft  words  to  be  attended  to, 
becaufe  thefe  chambers  Ihould  be  carefully  diitinguilhed 
from  thofe  already  mentioned  «,  which  immediately  joined' 
the  temple.  For,  befides  that  thefe  laft,  as  has  been  feen  ^^ 
were  very  fmall,  and  did  not  feem  to  have  been  capacious 
Enough  for  thofe  ufes  the  others  were  put  to  \  the  dif- 
ference of  their  names  makes  it  probable,  that  thefe  cham- 
bers were  different.     Thofe  about  the  temple  are  called 

^  I  Chron.  xxviii.  12.  *  Ibid.  xxvi.  20.  '  Nc- 

hem.  xiii.  4, 5.     «  Vid.  fup.  p.  203,  204.        ^  Ibid.  p.  204. 

(B)  It  may  nbt  be  unworthy  be  the  four  Hebrenv  chara^ers 
taking  notice,  that  the  fame  there  fOtf^  are  not  rightly 
WOfdJlTTSf M  ozrotb  is  equally  pun£luatcd  for  UJhcath^  in  the 
in  both  texts,  though  it  be  dif-  fingular;  a  chamber^  but  ought 
ferently  tranilated,  w«.  trea-  to  have  been  fo  for  leflracotb 
fiiriei  and  treafures.  in  the  plural,  chambers.    Yet 

(C)  According  as  has  been  one  way  or  other,  the  fqaiie  x% 
obferved  above,  though  it  may    much  the  fame. 
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jaiziagh  (D),  and  thcfc  in  the  courts  lejhacotb  ;  and 
they  were  the  chief  portejs  that  were  over  tbcfc  cham- 
bers, or,  as  in  the  margin,  ftorehouies  and  trcafuriet  of 
the  houfc  of  God  * ;  and  very  large  they  ought  to  have 
been  indeed,  fince  in  one  of  them,  t[)e  chamber  of  Ge^ 
mariahy  in  the  higher  court  (E),  which  was  that  we  arc 
about,  Barui  did  read  the  words  of  Jenmab  in  the  eara 
of  all  the  people  ^ ;  which  cannot  well  be  underfbod  but 
of  a  confiderable  number  there  met  together  (F), 
Wifi  Let  us  now  confider  the  gates  to  the  weft,  which  dc-f 

gau$.        f(prve  a  particular  attention*     Thus  fays  the  (acred  hiftoe 


i  I  Chron.  ix.  26. 

(D)  y*S}^  we  take  to  hare 
been  fomewhat  like  the  Italian 
^orridore^  which  feme  derive 
from  currere^  where  one  may 
run  in,  round  about  an  houfe, 
as  vou  have  feme  furnilbed 
wica  bed- rooms  in  our  hofpi- 
tals  and  colleges.  And  truly 
the  H^nm)  word  comes  up  to 
that  notion;  {<n  y^  j^tzMgh^ 
is  to  lay,  and  y^'*  jatscuagb, 
%  bed,  PfaL  cxxxii.  cxxxix. 
However,  in  the  jatxiagb  be- 
longing to  the  temple^  the 
Tooms  were  of  a  fmaller  fort, 
but  TiCSO^  ^^fi^cBth,  the  lar- 
ger of  them,  like  ottr  dining- 
'  Tooms^  parlours,  or  halls.  And 
indeed  in  that  emblematical 
temple  of  Ezeiiel,  where  all  is 
fepi^nted  in  the  height  of 
giandeurand  bignefs,  far  above 
that  ^fSplomon's  temple,  there 
is  no  mention  of  any  iuch  thing 
as  jatidagb,  but,  in  its  dead, 
fo  many  lejhacotb.  Yet  it  may 
be  objeded,  that  /Xk^  gave 
to  Salonmn  the  jpsittem  of  the 
cour^of  thehpttieof  the  Loa^, 
imd  of  all  the  chambers^  l^a- 
fp^j&,  round  abcmt  (64).  True, 
f|icy  were  fuch  rooms^  bm  not 


*  Jerem.  xxxvi.  la 

joining  to  the  houfe,  as.  tktja^ 
txiagbj  which  Solmm  built 
againft  it  (65). 

(E)  This  is  an  expreilion 
that  occurs  but  once,  and  is 
therefore  the  harder  to  be  un- 
derflood  i  though  of  itlelf  a 
plain  one,  which  feems  to  be  in 
relation  to  a  court  that  ftood 
lower.  But,  it  may  be,  no 
more  is  intended,  than  thereby 
to  iignify  the  gnat  eiurt. 
However,  if  bigbir  rauft  be 
taken  in  the  proper  ienie,  to  us 
it  appears,  it  is  the  mw  court 
that  16  here  called  the  bigber, 
becaufe  thereon  was  the  tem- 
ple, in  the  eaft  of  the  hill, 
where  it  is  commonly  fuppofed 
was  its  top. 

(F)  It  may  be  faid,  indeed, 
he  might  read  it  out  of  a  win- 
dow or  balcony,  which  we  are 
not  wiUi«g  to  oj^fe  ;  but 
then  w^  further  remark,  that 
this  phamher,  out  pf  which  he 
read^  was  at  the  entry  of  tbe 
ilfnvgatf,  fuppofed  to  be  tha 
eaftenii  and  near  it«  in  either 
court,  might  be.lai^  apart^ 
mcnts. 


(64)  X  CbroM,  ^xvili.  12.  ^65^  i  Kings  ti.  5.  xo. 
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ri«n  ',  9»  Shuppim  tf  i«i  Hofah  tie  /«r  came  forth  weftmard^ 
%mtb  the  gate  Shallechetji,  by  the  ca^fey  of  the  going  up^ 
ward  4^mnfi  ward  5  and  ^at  Parbar  wefhAtardjfour  at  the 
caufey^  two  at  Parbar.     As  to  the  firft  at  fouth-woft,  the 
Bflme  may  be  applied,  according  to  its  etymologer,   to 
vJiat  comes  xyut  like  a  prcjci^re^  as  we  call  it  from  the 
Latiny  or  a  jutting  or  leaning  out  in  a  building.     The 
Word  k  fecmd  only  in  two  places  of  Scripture,  this  of 
Chromclety  and  anolhcrn,  where  k  is  faid  of  oaks,  whofe 
Jubfiance  is  in  them  when  they  eafi  their  leavef^  4ys  our 
trcrfign  j  ^t^zHehrew  befhallecheth^  where  the  particle 
ha  fiands  for  in  ;  and  ft>allecheih  we  fliould  think   to  be, 
tvhat  is  rifen^  or  /ibove -ground ;  for  here  fuoh  trees  very 
wdJ  ^and  orfubfji  (G), 

However,  When  the  name  of  Shallecheth  is  given  to 
the  gate  we  are  here  fpeaking  of,  we  fee  it  at  the  fame 
time  joined  to  a  cat^fey.  This  was  a  jettee,  bank,  terrace, 
or  bridge,  that  kd  up  to  the  temple.  And  here  )x  feems 
fliould  be  placed  the  mifghad^  made  for  the  temple  l^ 
the  king  o.  The  tranflation  calls  it  pillars  in  the  it\t^ 
hvx  in  the  margin  rails  (Heb,  a  prop)  \  and  in  another 
f>lace  it  bears  the  name  of  P  mejilloth^  lendered  by  terraces 
iir  the  text,  but  in  the  tmrgm  Jlays  (Heb.  high-ways)  ;  the 
fQok  of  all  which  comes  to'one  ;  for  the  ground  without 
^be  temple  feems  to  have  been  very  uneven  ;  and,  in  order 
<o  make  the  coming  to  it  not  only  commodious,  but  de- 
lightful, Solomon  contrived  an  avenue  over  the  valley,  one 
end  of  which  anfwered  the  gate  Shallecheth^  and  the  other 
the  palace,  o.ver-againft  the  foiith  fide  of  the  temple,  to 
the  north  ^f  mount  Sihon,  It  is  in  this  difpofal  or  order 
ivcareto  confider  what  is  called  q  hisafcent^  by  which  he 
went  up  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  which  ^fcent  wj|s 
bulk  by  Solomon  in  fo  coftly  a  manner,  that  it  was  looked 
upon  with  admiration  by  the  queen  of  Sheba,  Thus  havt 
-WG  affigned  a  caufe  why  this  gate  flioi^ld  be  called  Shal- 
lecheth  ^  and  as  there  was  the  greateft  concourfe  of  thafe 

7  I  Chron.  xxvi.  16.  »  Ibid.  ver.  i8.  "  Ifaiah 

vL  t).  ^  iKi^x.12.         .   .  rt£htou,iK.  II. 

^  I  Kings  X.  J. 

(G)  Tins,  to  as,  appatfs  iin«i()(iif£>»  the  fabfiftence,  pro- 
to  he  tke  tnie  nocioa  the  Me-  pe4^,>QV  AibMicgof  a  d^ag ; 
brew  text  gives  of  what  we  wfaewfore  k  ^gmfies  a  piUmr 
have  feen  rendered  by  the  word  ai^  ^npaitme&t^  Qen.  xxxur. 
Mfftance,    which    is   113^0     H-  ^o. 

P  4  about 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2i6  Appendix  to  the  Hifiory  of  the  Jews. 

about  the  court,  and  in  general  from  the  high  dtfj  here 
were  two  diftindi  guard- houfes,  parallel  to  one  another, 
one  under  Suppim,  and  the  other '  under  his  copartner 
Hofah. 

But  the  fecond  to  the  weft,  towards  the  north  of  the 
temple,  was  for  the  inhabiunts  of  that  part  of  the  city 
that  has  fince  been  called  the  lower ;  and  this  gate  was 
called  Parbar  (H),  the  way  leading  to  the  fuburbs  from 
it,  named  in  facred  hiftory  Parvarim  r.     Now,  as  the 
temple  might  be  more  expofed  on  that  fide  than  any-where 
clfe,  and  there  was  a  very  great  concourfe  of  people,  the 
outlet  of  the  road  near  the  gate  was  guarded  by  four  Le^ 
vitesy  and  the  gate  itfelf  by  two  more.     But  now  let  us  re- 
turn to  the  temple  by  the  terraf:e-gate. 
Contirt  of    He  RE  we  find  the  covert  for  the  fabbathy  and  the  king^s 
the  fab'    entry  adjoining  to  it ;  for  we  read  in  facred  hiftory  •,  that 
bath.        king  Abaz  cut  off  the  borders  of  the  bafes^  and  removed 
the  laver  from  off  them^  and  took  down  the  fea  from  the 
brafen  oxen  that  were  under  it^  and  put  it  upon  a  pave-- 
ment  of  Jiones :  and  the  covert  for  the  fabbath,.  that  they 
had  built  in  the  houfe^  and  the  king's  entry  without,  turned 
he  from  the  houfe  of  the  LoRD,  for  the  king  of  A£^ria. 
We  prefume  fomewhat  of  a  commentary  on  this  pafOige, 
as  to  the  two  things  here  mentioned,  will  not  be  unac- 
ceptable to  the  reader. 
Mufac,         ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ourfelves  an  idea  of  this  covert^ 
called  in  Hebrew  mufac.     Sacah  is  to  cover,  and  mafajc 
a  covering  or  veil.     As  for  the  thing  itfelf,  we  muft  look 
for  what  may  relate  to  it  among  thofe  things  built  by  Soh^ 
mon  in  the  temple.     At  the  time  of  its  dedication  one 
finds  *  he  had  made  a  brafen  fcaffold  (in  Hebrew  it  is  kior} 
of  five  cubits  longj  and  Jive  cubits  broady  and  three  cubits 
high ;  and  had  Jet  it  up  in  the  midft  of  the  court ;  and  upan 
it  he  flood  $  and  fo  on.     Here  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  a  raife4 
up  place,  where  ftood  the  king.     It  might  be  in  the  fhape 
of  an  hemifphere,  or  hollow  vefTel,  almoft  like  the  concha* 
or  triumphal  car,  of  the  Romans  i  but  whatever  might  be 

'  aKingsxxiii.  II.         '  aKingsxvi.  i8.  *  aCHron. 

yi.  13. 

(H)  Which  word  t\ittargtm  fince  Parbar  ]ia4  its  iilfae,  or 

expounds  by  that  of  M13  ha-  outlet,  into  the  then  put-parts 

m,  i.  e.  Huitbout ;   aii4  this  fAJerufaUm. 
liMfe  of  it  feemi  very  probable, 
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this  ii»r^  it  jnuft  of  neccffity  have  refted  upon,  or  been 
fupportcd  hjj  a  pedeftal  or  column.  This  the  Fulgate^ 
following  the  Septuagint^  cxprcffes  by  the  word  iafe^  in- 
ftead  of  the  Hebrew  kior.  Much  the  fame  figure  there- 
fore would  have  been  made  ufe  of,  both  in  the  text  and 
tranflations,  where  the  whole  takes  its  denomination  from 
a  piirt  of  the  throne.  We  (hall  try  to  diftinguiih  every, 
one  of  tHem  that  made  up  this  royal  feat. 

Firjiy  We  take  notice  of  the  bafe  or  column  ;  for  it 
is  faid  of  Joajb^  when  he  was  proclaimed  king  «,  He  flood 
upon  the  pillar:  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  Hebrew^  i 
we  fame  turn  of  expreffion  already  made  ufe  of  in  relation 
to  Solomon^  although  in  the  tranflation  it  is  by  a, pillar  \ 
and,  what  is  ^^ery  remarkable,  the  text  adds  Cammijhphaih^ 
according  to  the  manner,  that  is,  as  the  kings  were  ufed 
to  do  in  the  temple,  in  their  ufual  place  or  throne.     Ac> 
cording  to  this,  Jojiah^  in  order  to  renew  the  covenant  y, 
Jiood  upon  the  pilar y  according  to  the  text;  and  this  fame 
pillar  the  king  flood  upon,  is  even  in  our  tranflation  * 
called  his  place  wherein  he  flood.    It  is  plain  to  be  feen 
i!ti\s  place  was  very  fit  and  proper  for  the  king,  who  ap- 
peared there  at  the  head  of  the  Iflraelites^  in   their  courts 
in  the  midfl  of  which  the  facred  hiflorian  has  fixed  the 
throne  »i^/  the  akar  ^.     But  it  will  not  be  amifs  to 
obfervc,  that  the  king  did  not  fland  or  ilt  there,  when  he 
came  to  the  temple  in  the  form  of  an  humble  fupplicant 
to  the  God  of  Ifrael^  or  to  a(k  his  counfei  ;  for  in  this 
cafe  it  feems  the  kings  were  mixed  and  confounded  among 
the  croud  of  their  lubje£b  (H).    However,  the  throne 

was 

•  2  Kings  xi.  14.  -^  IIOP  h]f  fO;^  Homed  al-ha- 

Qioud.  y  I  Kings  xxiii.  %.  *  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  31. 

•  Ibid.  vi.  13.  ^  Ubi  (up.  vcr.  12. 

(H)  At  Icaft  it  is  iaid  of  not ;  for  that,  when  Jehojha- 

Hauhiah  (i),   after    he  had  /j&tf/ before  him  (2),  in  fear  of 

received  the  threatening  letter  the  Moabites    and  Ammonites, 

of  xhcJJfyrian  king,  tie  *went  bad  proclaimed    a    fail;     Hf 

up  into  the^houfe  of  the  Lord,  fiood  in  the  congregation  o/]n- 

and  ^ead  it  before  the  hoKh,  dah    and  Jeruialem,    in    the 

and  prayed.  Sec,  where  no  men-  hou/e  of  the  Lord,  before  the 

lion  is  made  of  bis  (landing  new  court,  and  there  prayed, 

tipon  the  pillar.     And  we  are  There  the  kihg  would  not  ap- 

the  more  apt  to  judge  he  did^  pear  upon  his  throne,  bat  went 

^1}  2  KingxTiX*  14.  (2)  2  Cbrvn,  zz.  5. 

"  ^         ■    •  as 
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ivBS  the  ofxHnar^  feat  upon  all  folemn  occafiems,  when  the 
king  ap|)carcd  before  the  altar.     And  there  alfo  it  was, 
young  y^ajh  war  feated  in  all  the.  pomp  of  a  kkig  at  im 
inauguratton.   So  the  hiftoriaa  fays «,  7%e  king  Jtodd  itp9n 
his  pillar  at  the  entering  in^  and  the  frinces  and  the  tram  » 
pets  J  &c.  Our  tranildtion  here  again  s^fta^d  at  his  piUen^  ; 
biit  we  do  not  choofe  to  vary  where  the  text  is  uniform. 
Secondly <,  Upon  this  pillar  was  a  (brt  of  alcove,  or  fmall 

Srallery,  made,  as  we  hare  hinted  above,  much  in  the 
ame  Chape  as  our  pulpits.  This  refted  on  the  central 
point  of  its  convex  fide,  upon  the  pillar:  there  the  king 
might  either  fit  or  ftand,  and  turn  himfelf  about  to  the 
temple,  altar,  or  confecration,  as  he  had  occafion,  as  is 
obferved  of  Selomon  at  the  confecration  of  the  temple^. 

Thirdly^  The  kior  feems  to  have  been  covered,  as  is 
at  prefent  the  throne  of  our  kings  3  and  for  Ais  reafon  It 
was  called  mufae^  which  may  be  explained  by  canopy  or 
cloth  of  ftate,  this  third  part  denominating  tiie  two  fim. 

But  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  for  what  reafon,  to  the 
idea  of  covering,  is  joined  that  of  ftAbath.  The  word 
fabbath  properly  is  reft,  and  figuratively  the  folemn  dar 
on  which  one  did  reft.  If  you  take  it  in  the  firft  fenfe,  it 
muft  only  be  underftood,  th|it  the  mufac  covered  die  ^ace 
where  the  king  refted,  or  fat  down  (I),  every  one  elfe 
ftanding  «  :  if  you  take  it  in  the  fecond  fenfc,  it  may  im- 
ply, that  the  kior^  or  throne,  was  covered  with  the  mufac^ 
or  cloth  of  ftate,  only  on  the  laft  day  of  the  week,  the 
day  of  reft  or  fabbath ;  and  then  it  was  laid  up  till  tb^ 
next  fabbath-day,  unlefs  fome  high  ftftival  intervened, 
that'required  the  king's  prefence  in  the  temple  (K), 

It 

*  2  ChroB.  xxiii,  13.  ^  i  Kings  viii.  14.     ?  Cfaiw<, 

vi.  3.  12,  13.  t  2  Cbroxu  vi.  3. 

as  near  to  the  temple  as  he  ftnie ;   for  they  tr^aflate  the 

well  could  ;    which,   in  our  covert  of  the  fabbath  by  to' 

opinion  is    intimated  by  his  QifJiiMiw  rnf    JcaAiJ^pef^f,    the 

iUndix^  before  the  new  court ;  foundation   of  the  chair^  of 

for  we  have  feen  this  court  feat. 

was  immediately  next  to  the        (K)  It  may  give  fome  air  of 

temple  ;  whereas  the  court  of  probability  to  this  fecond  con- 

the  prie^,  properly  fo  called^  jiedure  to  uke  notice,  that  the 

before  which  flood  the  throne,  mu/ac  was  furely  a  very  rich 

j»ras  farther  off.  and  valuable  piece  of  work, 

(I)  The  feventy  Interpreters  fince  Maz  made  ufe  of  it  with 

feem  to  have  taken  it  in  this  a  defign  to  glut  the  avarice  of 

the 
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It  will  now  be  proper  to  Ihew  the  agreefnent  betwef n  King^s  tn- 
what  wc  have  been  fpeaking  of,  and  the  king's  entry  with-  try, 
out.  In  order  to  do  this  it  will  be  needful  to  confider 
what  is  written  in  thf  New  Teflament  concerning  Solo- 
m^n^s  p^ch :  Chrifl  u£ed  to  walk  then  in  the  temple  \ 
the  apoftles  were  all  with  one*  accord  there  alTo  ^,  and  all 
the  people  ran  together  unto  them  in  the  porch  that  is 
callcMl  Sohmon^  ^  Now,  that  this  king  had  built  fuch  a 
porch,  Tip/^^i  acknowlf ges  "  5  but  pkceth  iteaftward, 
^vhich  feems  to  be  an  error,  unlefs  he  meant,  that  it  went 
^aftward,  which  is  true,  in  our  opinion.  However,^  the 
authority  of  St.  Lake  and  St.  John  is  fufficient  to  make 
ais  conclude,  that,  among  the  feveral  porticoes  the  temple 
WIS  adorned  with  in  their  time,  one  in  particular  was 
looked  ifpoa  as  SokmotC^  :  a  furc  fign  that  it  was  fuppofed 
he  bad  htiilt  one,  which  fufficeth  forx>ur  purpofe. 

We  fhall  not  here  undertake  to  defcribe  exa<aiy  theSoIomonV 
ilru€luit,  nor  even  the  fituation,  of  that  built  by  Solomoit. porch. 
It  only  appears  in  general,  that  it  might  reach  or  extend 
itfelf  from  the  gate,  where  ended  the  terrace  by  which  the 
king  went  up  from  his  palace  to  the  temple,  and  that  it 
*was  carried  forwards  in  a  flrait  line,  as  far  as  over-againft 
the  mufac ;  but  then  to  go  to  the  mufac  joining  to  the 
wall  of  the  court  of  pri^,  one  muft  turn  to  the  left^ 
and  that  turniftg  will  precifely  be  the  «?/fe,  or  king's 
0ntry*  It  is  to  be  fuppoied  the  porch  from  the  gate  Shal* 
licheiki  as  far  as  this  entry,  might  be  a  common  paflage 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  as  well  as  of  the  king ;  but 
from  the  turning  to  the  throne,  as  has  already  been  ob« 
ferved,  it  was  the  king's  entry  properly  fo  called ;  which 
ccmfequently  was  adorned  and  enriched  much  more  mag- 
nificently than  the  reft.  For  which  reafon  Ahaz  made 
-  nfe  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  covert  of  the  fuhbatb^  to  buy 
the  affiftance  of  the  king  of  JJJyria.  Not  that  we  arc 
to  think,  that  Ahaz  deflroycd  the  whole  building,  which 
was  not  necefl&ry ;  but  as  we  read  of  Hez^kiah^^  U>at 
he  cut  off  the  gold  from  the  doors  of  the  temple  of  the  Lo&d, 
and  from  the  pillars  which  he  hid  over-laid^  and  gave  it 
to  the  king  if  A0yria  j  Jhaz  now  did  the  fame,  taking 

*  Johnx.  23.  *  Aasv.  12*  I  Ibid.  iii.  ii. 

»  Antiq.  1.  xx.  c.  8.  Sc  beU.  Jud.l,  ▼.  c.  5.  »»  2  Kings 

xriii.  16. 

^he  king  ofjjyrisy  whpoi  he    his  aid  againU  the  king  ofDa- 
)iad  yery  imprudently  called  to    ma/cuj  { i), 

(i)  2  Kings  xvi.  7,  &  iS, 

^awoy 
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away  a  portion  out  of  the  houfe  of  th^  Lord  **,  viz.  The 
king's  entry  and  covert  for  the  fabbath^  juft  as  Hezektah 
did  the  reft  abovefaid. 

But  what  may  be  of  more  weight  in  this  inquiry  is,. 
that  this  hypothefis  of  the  fituation  of  the  mufae^  or 
royal  throne,  will  clear  up  a  circumftance  in  jehoajh*^ 
inauguration,  otherwife  very  difficult  to  be  underfiood  p. 
It  is  well  known,  that  that  prince,  by  Jehoiada's  means^ 
Jiaving  been  proclaimed  in  the  temple,  the  noifc  was  heard 
by  Maliah  in  her  palace ;  upon  which  fhe,  in  hafte,  ran 
to  the  temple  by  the  terrace-walk,  which  for  her  was  the 
readieft  and  (horteft  way  (K).  She  went  in  at  the  gate 
Shallecheth^  and  croflcd  what  we  have  called  the  portico 
or  pqrch  of  Solomon^  at  leaft  that  part  of  the  court,  wherfe 
Aood  in  arms  the  Levites,  according  to  the  dir^ions  oSF 
the  high-prieft  ^.  They,  feeing  the  queen,  but  having  no 
particriar  orders  concerning  her,  did  let  her  advance,  fo 
that  fhe  drew  nearer;  and,  coming  as  far  as  the  king^t 

•  2  Chron.  xxviii.  21.  p  2  Kings  xi.  paiT.     2  Chron. 

xxiii.  paff.  '  2  Kings  xi.  5.  11. 

(K)  We  confefs  noplace  of,  the  higher  city,  or  city  of  Da- 
Scripture  gives  the  fituation  of  vid.  And  then  at  the  foot  of 
this  palace,  fo  as  to  fix  it  ex-  this  mount,  on  a  plain,  or  level 
a£ily.  However,  it  is  proba-  furface  to  the  eaJft,  you  me^t 
ble,  the  ground  it  flood  upon  with  the  palace  of  Sohmon^ 
was  called  the  middle  city^  as  though  not  in  s^  low  place;  for, 
we  have  it  in  the  margin  of  to  the  north,  a  large  vall^  lay 
our  tranflation,  though  in  the  betwix^  it  and  the  tempie^ 
text,  middle  court  (66).  The  Handing  itfelf  upon  that  other 
truth  of  which  is,  what  is  hillock  called  Moriah.  Fur- 
written  in  the  Hebrenv,  called,  ther,  it  appears  {6y) ,  that  the 
kitib,  is  T J^rt  hahir^  the  dty ;  place  ftoo4  in  the  eaflem  part  ' 
but  what  is,  according  to  the  of  J erufalem^  where  was  the 
Maforite,%  called  keri,  is  "Rffl  court  of  the  prifon,  the  wa- 
bazer^  or  chaxer,  a  court,  ter-gate,  and  the  horfe-gati? 
Now  fuppofing,  as  is  likely,  that  led  to  the  palace,  whofe 
the  true  reading  to  be  babir^  front  looked  up  to  the  temple, 
this  (hews  where  the  palace  both  places  hs^ving  an  eaQ^ 
flood  ;  for  nothing  could  well  communication  by  the  cele- 
be  called  the  middle  city^  but  brated  terrace,  or  afcent,  lately 
what  bad  weftward  the  top  of  mentioned, 
mount  Sibwf  whereon  was  built 

(66)  2  Ktn/rsxx.  4.  (67)  Nebem,  iii.  ^$^^''^—^%,    Conf,  2  Ktrtgt 

xl.  16.  j^  2  Chron,  xxiit.  15* 

entry. 
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entryy  or  dire£Uy  pver-againft  it,  it  is  faid  ',  Shi  looked^ 
and,  behold^  the  king  flood  upon  his  pillar  at « the  entring  in^ 
and  the  princes  and  the  trumpets  by  the  king^ — Then  Atha^ 
liab  rent  her  cloathsy  and  faid ^  Treason  !  Treafon  !  Htrt* 
upon  the  high-prieft,  5^^iwWtf,  ordered  the  commanding 
officers  to  have  her  forth  of  the  ranges^  j  which,  accord- 
ing as  their  armed  Levites  were  polled,  could  not  more 
conveniently  and  with  greater  fureiy  be  done,  than,  in 
opening  the  ranks  towards  tht  gSLte  of  Jfuppim^t  which 
was  over-againft  the  king's  entry  to  the  fouth  (L).     By 
this  gate  then  Athatiah  was  thruft  out  of  the  temple  im^ 
mediately  ;  and,  the  better  to  hinder  her  from  returning 
to  her  palace,  they  coijduQed  her   towards  the  fields, 
through  the  eaflcrn  gate  of  Jerufalern^  called  Miphkady 
or  prifon-gate  ■  ;  then,  turning  to  the  right  by  the  corner  ^^ 
down  to  the  horfe-gate  ^,  eaftward  of  the  palace,  here- 
abouts (he  was  killed.     Soon  after,  the  bigh-prieft  brought 
the  king  from  the  temple  to  the  palace,  by  the  way  of 
the  gate  of  the  guard  (M),  and  thence  through  the  great 

or 
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'  2  Kings  zi.  14.  *  2  Cbroo.  xxiii.  13.  '2  Kings 

ubi  fup.  15.  &  2  Chron.  ubi  fup.  14.  "  Nehem.  iii.  31. 

xii.  3.  9.  ^  Jer.  xxxi.  40.  ^  2  Kings  xi.  16. 

2  Chron.  xxiii.  15.     Nehem.  iii.  28. 


(L)  Being  divided  in  three 
parts;  the  Levites  had  three 
different  pofts  joining  to  one 
another  (68) ;  one  third  part 
was  to  guard  the  king's  houfe, 
or  apartment,  next  to  the  tem- 
plc»  fouthward;  another  to  be 
at  the  gate  ofSur,  or  turnings 
which  feems  to  be  that  of 
Afupfim^  whereat  the  king 
turnttd.  to  his  throne.  It  is,  in- 
deed, called  by  another  name, 
but  very  like  it  in  the  Hebrew^ 
ofisc.  the  gate  oiSippim,  where 
our  veriion  has  doors  or  thre- 
fiiold.  The  laft  was  at  the 
gate  Beyond  the  guard,  or  run- 
ners  (60),  which  feems  to  be 
that  ot  Sbaiiecbetb.     For  the 


king  coming  to  the  temple 
through  this  gate,  any  one 
may  fee,  that  there  was  their 
proper  ftation  in  the  avenue. 
It  is  alfo  called  the  gate  of 
foundation,  becaufe  of  the^r^- 
jeSure  .there  made  with  the 
terrace,  as  has  been  obferved. 

(M)  So  fays  the  firft  of  the 
facred  hifiorians  (70},  mean- 
ing, as  we  take  it,  the  gate 
that  before  has  been  called 
the  gate  beyond  the  guard,  viz. 
Sbailecheth,  or  fouth- weftern 
gate.  But  if  one  had  rather, 
tjiat  the  gate  of  the  guard, 
here,  which  is  fomewhat  dif- 
ferent from  the  other,  fhould 
iignify  the  fame  with  the  high 


(68)  See  2  Kings xu  5,  &fc.     2  CbrM.tx'm,  4,  Sfr. 
tkem,  2  Sam.  xv.  I.     1  JCings  u  5.  xir.  27. 

3 


(69)  See  of 
(70)  2  Kings  xi.  19. 

gate 
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or  high  gate  of  that  palace  *.  This  we  reckon  k  th« 
true  knk  j  though  fome  would  underftand  by  this  high 
gate,  a  gate  of  the  temple  ;  but  there  was  no  fuch  gate 
in  the  temple  till  the  reign  of  yothant^  of  whom  it  is 
laid  in  exprefs  terms  «,  He  built  the  high  gale  of  the  houft 
rf  thti  Lord  ;  which  is  generally  taken  to  be  that  to- 
wards the  eaft  (N).  But  let  this  fuffice  :  poffibly  we 
have  launched  out  too  far,  and  ventured  upon  too  many 
tonjefiures ;  but  wc  hope  the  reader  will  do  us  the  juftice 
*  to  acknowlege  we  have  kept  our  word,  in  carefully  diftin- 
guifbing  between  probable  opinions,  and  things  of  greater 
certainty. 

We  beg  leave  to  conclude  the  whole  with  one  remark. 
It  is  allowed,  that  tfie  main  fcope  of  the  facred  wntinga 
was  not  fo  much  to  fatisfv  our  vain  curiofity,  as  to  infpire 
us  with  the  love  of  all  Chriftian  virtues;  and  therefore, 
though  we  may  juftly  expe£l,  that  every  thing  which  re- 
lates to  this  latter,  which  is  the  cfTential  of  religion, 
ihould  be  delivered  with  all  poflible  clearnefs,  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  expcA  the  fame  fatisfadlion  about  the  former. 
Thofe  lefs  important  points,  many  of  which  arc  well 
worth  inquiring  after,  make  a  branch  ^  Chriftian  philo- 
logy, in  which  every  man,  being  forced  to  fupply  the  want 
of  evidence  with  probable  coiyedurcs,  is  intitled  to  differ 
from  others,  whenever  he  thinks  his  own  better  grounded* 
But  though,  in  points  like  this  wc  have  been  upon,  it 
be  almoft  lawful  to  err,  yet  thofe  are  more  cxcufable,  who 
jkeep  a  conftant  regard  to  the  facred  original  above  all 
things,  than  thofe  who  manifeftly  depart  from  it  to  folbw 
their  own  fancies,  or  the  fabulous  accounts  of  the  Jews^ 

«  2  Chron.  xxiii.  20.  *  z  Kings  xtr.  35.  ic  2  Chron,    . 

xxvii.  3. 

gate  in  ChronicleSy  where  the        (N)  This  we  da  remark,  be- 

guard  of  the    king's    houfe  caufe  Eicekiel  (71)  fpeaks  of 

Jiood  5  this  will  make  no  van-  the  higher  gate  that  Beth  to- 

a- ion  in  the  main;  for,  as  it  nvard  the  north,  the  fiune,  it 

is  rightly  fuppofed  to   have  fecms,  with  that  which  ^Vrr- 

been  in  the  front  of  the  palace,  miah  (72)  calls  the  high  gate  of 

it  was  the  firft  gate  they  met  Benjamin^  *which  twos  ITSil 

coming  from  the  Lord's  to  hcbeth,  in  or  ly  the  hnt/e  of  th 

the  King^s  houfe  over  the  tcr-  Lord. 
race,  or  afccnt. 

(71}  p*/.  ix.  2.  {']^)  Ct^p'  «c.  a. 

,   Now> 
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B.  I.  4  DepriptioH  ^  Jfeirufalem.  123 

New,  as  we  have  drawn  the  greeted  part  of  our  light 
fyom  the  former,  we  are  fenfible,  that  thofe,  who  have  • 
heto  convcrfant  with  all  the  pom|ious  defcriptions  w«      »* 
have  extant,  will  be  furprifed  to  find  this  come  fo  vaftly  •  . 

fitort  of  the  bo2^d  ihagfitficence  of  that  facred  building. 
But  let  it  be  fememberra,  that,  as  this  was  ^defigned  to 
coritain  no  more  than  could  be  met  with  in,  or  fairly  de- 
duced frofti,  the  facred  wrttidgs  5  fo  the  reader  wiH  zt 
leafl  reap  this  benefit  from  it,  that  he  will  now  be  better 
able  to  Jtidfije  what  is,  or  is  not,  authentic  in  other  plans 
^f  this  ftrufture,  than  he  could  have  been  without  it. 

J  Jkfcriptm  rf  JzKvsAhZM. 

AFTER  the  account  we  have  given  of  the  holy  city's 
gfcateft  ornament,  the  umple  ^Solomom,  we  have 
thought  it  would  not  be  unacceptable,  for  a  more  com- 
pTehenfivc  vi^w  of  the  whole,  to  (Bbjoin  a  dcfcription  of 
the  city  itfelf,  according  to  the  facred  hiftorians. 

It  is  a  general  fuppofition,  though,  as  we  prcfume, -^'^  •'^/'« 
without  any  folid  argument  tofupport  it,  that  Melchife-^^'^'"^'* 
dek^^  Sajgm  flood  in  the  fame  place,  where  afterwards  was 
built  the  city,  the  fubje<ftof  our  prefent  inquiry  (A),  Wc 
will  not,  at  this  time,  undertake  to  decide  the  queftion ; 
but  (hall  only  take  notice  of  the  habitations  of  (he  Ca- 
naanites^  who  dwelt  here,  and  in  the  adjacent  parts,  being 
called  jebus  and  Jebufi^,  David,  having  taken  from 
them  the  mountain,  upon  the  top  of  which  v,^s  their 
Jlrong^hold,  made  it  his  place  of  refidencc  **  5  and  this  is 
commonly  called  Ztoriy  or  the  tity  of  David  c.  Under 
Solomon  the  name  of  JerufaUm  either  firft  began,  or  firft 
got  die  better  of  the  other  j  but  there  being^no  fure  reafon 

*  Jofh.  XV.  8.    xviii,  28,  &  alib.  ^  2  Sam.  v.  7 — p. 

c  Pf.  riviii.  U  pair.     1  Chron.  xi.  5. 

(A)  What  is  g^erally  al-     faid  Soljmus  for  Hitrofolyndta- 
bpd,  tltat  the  tabernacle  wa*    nu»  (a). 
'vsijiaiem(\)^  proves  only  that 

it  was  tie  Aortened  or  abri<%-    ^^#  mg^Antem  fuhert  fr^ 
ed  naikicj  of  that  ciQf,  like  that  tftm. 

of  Sfthftm,    Sottie  even  have 

*       .  '  '      ' 

aiHgned 
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234  ^  ^  J>ifcription  of  Jeruialem. 

afligned  for  this,  nor  any  determined  fignifiqittoQ  affiod 
to  the  name,  we  will  dwell  no  longer  upon  thcfe  uncer* 
taintless  but  enter  into  the  matter  in  hand,  by  confider- 
ing  JerufaUm. 

Holimfs.       In  regard  to  its  hoUnefs  i  we  muft  not  imagiiie  tiih 
atti'ibute  has  been  given  to  it  by  the  rabbics  ooly^.or  ^ 
the  legend  of  the  ihekels,  which  is  yerufalm  ih  Uly^. 
Ifaiah  *  tells  us,   that  the  IJraelites  call  thtmkhti  of  the 
holy  city.     Nehemiah  twice  qualifies    it  by  that  title  ^  5  aU 
which  doth  fufliciently  (hew  it  was   generally  called  fo. 
In  the  New  Teftament  «  the  fame  tide  is  feveral  times 
given  to  it.     Befides,  it  is  well  known,  that  in  the  i^iW 
it  bears  the  name  of  city  of  God  *>  ;   in    the  prophets  ^\it 
read,  thatitfhall  be  called  the  throne  of  fbeLoRD;  our 
Saviour  himfelf  calls  it  the  city  of  the  great  Kikg^,  as 
Wing  hallowed  and  confecrated  in  a  particular  manner  by 
God's  refidence  in  the  temple.     The  rabbics  add,  tiat 
•  there  was  a  penalty  forbidding  the  leaving  a  dead  corpfe 
in  it  the  fpace  of  a  night,  and  that   the  importation  o( 
dead  mens  bones  was  unlawful ' :  notwirhftanding  this,  in 
it  were  contained  the  tombs  of  the  royal  family  ".    It  is 
further  added  by  the  rabbies,  that  within  its  walls  were 
not  to  be  feen  gardens,  trees,  dung,  or  linie-kilns,  or  even 
cocks.     In  it  no  houfes  were  to  be  lett ;  and  this,Ithuikf 
means  only  that  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  excrciTc 
hofpitality  by  entertaining  their  brethren,  on  whom  it  was    . 
incumbent  to  refort  from  all  parts  to  jferufalem  on  the  days 
of  the  greAtfe/livals.  , 

Extent.  It  is  no  eafy  matter  precifely  to  determine  tic  ixtetU 
of  this  city  in  its  different  changes.  Its  moft  anticnt  ftatc 
of  perfedion  was  under  the  flourishing  reign  of  its  bunder's 
fucceffor,  we  mean  Solomon  ;  in  whofe  time  this  city,  bc- 
foVe  embcllifhcd  by  his  father  DaviJy  appeared  in  its 
greateft  luftre  and  beauty  j  and  there  is  no  great  likelihood 
that  it  was  enlarged  by  thofe  that  came  after  hiin.  The 
general  and  indeterminate  defcriptions,  to  be  found  in  the 
authors  of  thofe  times,  will  not  permit  us,  as  we  have 
juft  now  hinted,  to  fettle,  with  any  exadnef^  the  bounds 

«   De  hoc  nomine   vide    fupra,   vol.  ii.   pag.  4^5'  G' 

^  riB^npn  tD'yvm^  see  voi.  iii.  pag.  2 1 5.       •  »«• 

3rivm.2.  ^  Nehem.  3ci.  i.  i8.  «  MattLi^S'* 

pair.  »•  Pfal.  xlvi.  4.  1  Jcrcm.  iii.  17.   C60.  B/s^ 

xxviii.  25.     Joel  iii.  17.     Zcch.  viii.  3.  k  Matth.  v.  35» 

Coll.  Plal.  xlviii.  3.  Un  Gcmara  Bava  Kama,  &  IihjJ> ^ 

phra  ap.  .Reland.  ">  Vid.  Josep^i.  aitt.vii.iin.   Coat. 

Nehem.  iii.  1 6.    See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  446,  k.  feq.  . 
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of  it.     We  will,  however,  venture  to  fuppofe  its  circunl- 
ference,  at  firft,  to  have  been  about  fcven  or  ti^tjiadia^ 
or  a  Rofnan  mile.  It  was  certainly  twice,  or  probably  three 
times,  as  large  under  Solomon.     After  the  captivity^  this  . 
.  city,  being  rebuilt,  took  up  much  the  fanie  fpace  as  before; 
as  may  be  gathered  from  Nehemiah's  ^  defcription  of  the 
ruins  of  the  city,  and  its  condition  after  it  was  repaired. 
This  defcription  of  Nehemiah  we  (hall  take  particular  no- 
tice of ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  (ball  not  let  that  of  Jo- 
fephus  o  pafs  unheeded.     According  to  this  hiftorian,  the 
whole  circumference  of  Jerufalem  was  33  Jladia  P  ;  which 
is  about  foui'  miles  and  125  paces.     But  Hecateus^  who 
has  defcribed  it  fuch  as  it  was  in  his  time,  under  Ptolemy 
T^oz^s  %  gives  it  no  lefs  than  $0  Jladia  ',  probably  include* 
ing  the  out-farts ^  which  properly  did  not  belong  to  it  j 
for  there  is  no  reafon  to  believe,  that  there  was  any  con* 
liderable  decreafe  from  the  time  of  Hecateus  to  that  of 
Jofephus ;  fo  that  we  mufi  ftand  to  the  meafure  of  the 
laft  of  thefc  :  we  will  only  add,  that  Hecateus*s  ^fTertion, 
that  there  were  in  Jerufalem  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
yiwrf  inhabitants,  is  very  probable  (B). 

The  fttuation  of  this  capital  city  of  Judaa  has  alwajrs  ^//^^//^^ 
been  extremely  advantageous.  The  agreeable  variety  of 
rifing  grounds  with  which  it  was  incompaffcd  •,  the  fruit- 
ful meadows  that  lay  between,  interfperfed  with  clear 
rivulets,  and  wholfome  ftreams « ;  the  hills  on  which  it 
ftood^  which  rofe  gradually  one  behind  another,  and  looked 

n  Nehem.  ii.  iii.  &  xii.  <>  Bell.  Jud.  vi.  4.  P  Ibid. 

N^iii.  ^  DioD.  SicvL  lib  i.  'Apodjostpa. 

c.  Apion.  •  Ty>  3*30  tD^Tl  XSTWf  Pfid.  cxxxv.  «• 

*  2  chron.  xxxii.  3, 44  • 

(B)  His  words  are,  twelve  dit,  Jofefbus  adds^  as  an  ttn-^ 

myriads ;    now  a  myriad    is  doubted  proofs  that  in  Ctefias'% 

10,000  s  and   120,000  inha-  inroUmeBt  at  the  paiTover  were 

bitants  may  feem  rather  too  reckoned  25  5,600  lambs.  Now 

few  for  fuch  an  extent  as  had  there  were  not  lefs  than  ten 

Jerufalem  oS  foar  miles.    We  men  to  each  lamb  1  fo  that  the 

iee  that  in  the   fiege  perifli-  nun^ber  of  thofe  that  were  pa* 

ed,  according  to  Jofepbus  (8),  rified  according  to  the  law,  be* 

iiooQoomta,u.^fiaS'iiiKc{\QV*  fides  the  reft,  mud  have  been 

KAiJ^iKd,  befides  97,000  taken  two  millions  five  hundred  and 

prifoners  daring  the  war  ;  and  fifty*fix  thoo&nd. 
that  this  may  gain  more  cre*> 

Vol,  IV.  Q.  like 
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]\kc  2i  mtixvdi^  amphitheatre^  inade  up  a?  plcafiflf  and  ^- 
lightfpl  a  profpefl:  as  can  well  be  cpnceivey. 

Of   thefe  hills  the  two  larg^ft,  ^/wr-afid  Ara,  wcr^ 

^  direftly  oppofite  to  each  oth^r  >  ^P  Moriak%  whofe  cpm- 

pafs  might  be  about  ^hreiC  quarters  of  a  naite,  S^omon  builf 

the  temple.     Of  the  two  firft  we  will  %zkt  a  Pnorc  di- 

ftin£l  view,  beginning  by  mouat  Zio^f 

This  hill,  as  has  already  beei^  ihcwn  %  bounded  to 
the  fouth  the  whole  ^irc^mferenc^,  ^nd  r^^chcd  ftom  * 
weft  to  eaft.  The  \yeftcrn  fide  was  higheft,^. a»4  bounded 
by  the  valley  of  Hinnom  (E)^  as  the  ^ftft^rn  Was  hj  that 
of  Jeho/haphat ",  which,  it  is  tl^ought,  joi^ied  tb^  Q^^l 
towards  the  fouth  v.  Here  w^re  fcveral  fppiiiigg^  pajr^ipur 
krly  that  oiGihon^^  oxSkikahy^  which  W  very  pl^n^ 
tifully  with  exccedingj  goocj  wat^r*  To  tlie  ijorth^  2!/a» 
had  aiiother  valley  ths^t  Jin^d  it  froni  pn^  qn4  tq  the  othcr^ 
named  by  Jofephus  *  the  val/ey  of  th^  <;heefem^nf^.l  ;  pro- 
bably the  fame  as  that  diftingMi&ed  vo^Zj^phamfiik  ^  by  tbe 

'    '^  See  above,  vol.  \\.  p,  401  (S),  4$5,  ^  fjsq.     .  "^  J«d: 

iii.  2.         ^  iCiMCHi  in  loc,             *   I  Kipgs  i.  35.  ^  C^^. 

xxxii.  30*           y  Ifei.  viii.  6.     Jofeu  i^f.  7,  *  Utefap* 
iR  ecphrali.             «  Cap.  i.  11. 


it  is  called  (^  in  fofiu^y  wh^r^ 
Hinnom  is  a  ^laa's  name.  Jf n 
another  place  (10)  it  is  the 
valley  of  the  fons  or  children 
of  Hitnom;  and  it  is  iktd^ 
thatm  this  valley  viz^^o^heth^ 
i^ere  the  children  wewmade 
to  pafs  through  the  fire  in  ho- 
nour to  Moloch,  Upon  this 
a^Qoi^t  it  i^  t&oughl  this  placb 
tqol^  rtjs  naio^  from  the  tears 
th/^  cKil^r^n.  ihed  whilft  burn^ 
^,  and  koax  t^noife  of  tbe 
^Ffims  which  were  kept  beat* 
i^g,  in  Qifd^  to  drawn  their 
^rjeks.  Ei^t  the  text  ki^^n 
it^vf^i  that   U\e  vaUey    bofe 


this  pame  long  hefivre  it  usu 
ppt  iQ  fti?h  ^  ^Cpk  iC  ever  it 
wa^  put  to  it  ^  a)L  4t  l«^ 
if  we  believe  MaimoM,  and  . 
other  rahbics.,  the  rfxildren 
were  ^lade  to.  pa6  through  th«^ 
flame  onjy^  a;S  being,  by  that 
ceredionyy  coofecrated  to  the 
idol  [ii)\  However,  m later 
times^  the  carrion  was  thrown 
into  thk  vallef  (>a^):  and, 
when  h  diid^  not  wafte  awa}^ 
faft  eniHigh^  f^equMtl]^  bamt. 
This  has  given  tifom  to  fis 
upon  the  word  G^Hima  (whicli 
irepreients  in6^^^  aiid£«#fit 
the  Hekrefw  word)  ^enotioa 
of  hell^&e(i^}. 


•    (9)  J^'fi'  ^'  *•  (»o)  2  A:;*»f*  xxiii.  10. 


(13)  iWtf**.  r# 


rpitbet 
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^pHihtt  of  tht  Machthejh  (G),  tranflatcd   by  the  Stplua- 
gifitj  riif  KATdLtiKdiiiiiPiiw,  thai  tvas  cut  intOy  or  made  hollow 

AcRA  ri),  with  the  faid  valley  to  the  fouth,  ftood  to  Acnu  * 
the  ^  north  of  lion  ;  \tt  declivity  was  equal  on  every  fidc> 
as  Jcffphus  fays  * ;  according  to  whom,  JerufaUm  Was 
built  upon  the  two  bilb,  Zton  and  Acra^  dircdUy  oppo-- 
fite  one  to  andther,  and  feparated  by^  the  valley  of  thg 
chiifemoiigm.  The  firft  Was  higher,  and  its  length /brm- 
ed  a  much  ftr^'e^  fme  than  the  ^ond.  Upon  it,  that  is^ 
Z/W,  ftood  the  ^/^A  cHj^  in  the  author^s  time  called  the 
high  market-place.  The  ItnJUey'  city  Hood  upon  Acra  ;  but, 
before  Aat,  bore  other  name^,  as  hath  bsen  already  ob- 
fcrved  in  the  defcripwon  of  the  tcrhple  ^. 

liEt  i^  now  examine  thdfe  mountains,  in  relation  to 
tfatit  difFeretit  wafds  Or  qu^rtefd,  ftreets  and  public  places^ 
as  Well  as  palaces,  and  tno&  remarkable  buildings. 

*  Ubi  fup.  in  ecphrafi.         <  Ibid.        **  Vid.  ktp,  |>.  aift. 


(G)  Which  Wor4  £gni£e»  a 
HK^tar,  or  any  JiolJow  .thibg. 

Thus  the  ♦n'?3  ynsavvhich 

To  ftzfonafely  rcfrelhcd  SantfonW 
thirHy  is  univerfalfy  rendered 
the  hollow  of  the  rock  fechi\ 
fo  called  from  its  refemblandc 
to  a  jaw-bone  (lo)., 

(H)  In  the  fame  itiannef» 
2  Sam.  xxiii.  iO.  hahbar  (in 
our  tranflafion  a  pif,  iii  which 
3enaiahf  m  txvcit  of  ihow, 
Jltw  a  Um\  literally  thi^  fit, 
was  probably  a  known  place, 
fo  named  from  itrdC^Hf^  and 
hollownefe,  and  may  very  well 
be  the  ^^  valley  herd  men>* 
tioned.  What  feems  to  &vouf 
this  conjecture  is,  that  Benaiah 
was  one  of  Da'viiTs  mighty 
fheir  or  captains;  Now,  if  i^ 
very  poffible,  that  he,  being 
ipon  duty  at  the  gste  af  the 
dty  of  Damdy  on  mount  Zw», 
l^ndhiearfhg,  in  the  valley  at 


die  ioat  of  the  p&lace^  tB^ 
rbaring  of  a  Ihtt^  whoni 
want  of  food,,  in  time  of  fronio^ 
hsbl  brought  thttker,  defiroat 
of  fignalizing  MwoliM  by  fe 
fingukr  an  a^on^  immediately 
mitnt  dovMy  encooattred  and 
dellroyed^the  hungry  rapadoua 
beaft. 

(I)  This  name  ftems  to  be 
borrowed  from  the  Greek  dt- 
Jt^n,  an  eminence  ;  and  fome* 
times  a  citadel,  of  fortrdi 
(2p).  It  is  well  known; 
that  there  was  oke  buih  up* 
on  this  hill  by  .^inhiest  and 
afterwards  laid  even  with  thi 
ground. by  Simon  (ia)«  And 
to  this  reafon  it  muft  be  afcri- 
bed,  that  Acra  had  been  fince 
diftinguiihed  hy  that  name; 
notwithHanding  the  I'argum 
(23)  makes  fome times  uie  (^ 
this  expreflion,  the  Acra,  that 
is,  the  citadel^  of  Zion,. 


7#i 


(20J  Jud.  X7.  17,  Sf /<f. 


(21)  I  Maeeab.  i.  35.  •  (x»)  5^# 

da  The 
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Wardi.         The  principal  quarter  was  called  the  city  $f  David  ^^ 
on  the  top  of  mount  Z/^«,  towards  the  weft.     This  was 
a  fortification  which  inclofed  that  king's  palace  ;  and  it 
is  likely,  that  near  this,  afterwards,  flood  that  of  Hn'od^ 
which  ferved  as  a  citadel  ^     To  the  weft  of  the  fort  was 
nSS^O  Miztah^  or  Mafpha :  the  difficulty  would  be  to 
prove  th^t  Mizpah  was  a  part  oijerufalemj  it  being  fure, 
that   near  it  was  a  foiall  town  that  bore  that  name  <• 
Thefe  arc  the  words  Of  Nehemiah  ^  :  "  Shallum^  the  fon  of 
**  Col'hofe^  ruler  of  the  3"?S  Pelec  of  Mizpah^  repaired  the 
*«  gate  of  the  fountain/'  Now  Pelec  in  Hebrew  is  a  ftaff '» 
and  fo  may  fignify  a  diflriS,  ward,  or  quarter,  fubjcft 
to  a  particular  jurifdi£lion  or   infpc£lion,   in  th^  fame 
manner  as  t^Sff  Jhebetj  a  rod,  figniiies  a  tribe.     The 
Chaldee  dialedt  makes  ufe  of  Pelac^  and  K3!?S  Pileca^  vx 
the  fame  fenfe  as  is  here  given  to  Pelec.    The  Arabians 
give  this  nam6,  which  they  pronounce  Felec^  to  a  f(4iere  i 
fo  that  it  would  be  a  pretty  good  tranflation  of  irtfpoi)tiflt, 
parijhy  as  it  denotes  the  neighbourhood  round  about.  The 
Septuagint  tranflate  it  here  partj  or  portion ;  but  every- 
where elfc  in  this  chapter  it  is  a  '2y«fi;)^«fo<,  circumference 
of  landj  a  diftridl  of  more  or  Icfs  extent.    We  (hall  there- 
fore venture  to  fay,  that  Mizpah  was  one  of  the  quarters 
of  Jerufale^y  and  that  it  was  divided  into  two  parts  ; 
that  we  are  fpcaking  of^  to  the  weft,    and  the  other, 
where  flood  the  arfenal^  and  where  Ezer  was  ruler  ^^  to 
the  eaft  of  the  fortrefs. 

Another  quarter,  divided  into  two  parts,  bears  the 
name  of  Jerufalem  >,  which  had  two  rulers,  each  of  half 
a  quarter.  This  is  the  part  which  Jofepbus  ^  calls  the 
W/y,  with  refpefi  to  the  citadel  ;  and  both  together 
made  the  upper  city.  There  were  three  other  quarters, 
>vhich,  it  feems,  might  be  looked  for  in  Acra^  viz.  Beth- 
akerem^  Bethzur^  and  Keilab. 
Streets.  '  As  for  tht  Jlreets^  in  Hebrew  ilUtVl  Hhouzoth »,  aH 
we  know  concerning  thofe  of  Jerufalem^  at  that  time,. 
is,  that  as  there  was  one  bearing  the  name  of  Haophim^ 
%  e.   Bakers'Jlreet  ^  i   lb  therC:  might  be  others,    which 

•  2  Chron.  xxxiii  14.    Nehcm.  xii.  37,  &alib.        *^BelL 
Jud.  «  Jerem.  xl.  10.  ^  Nchem.  iii.  15. 

'  2  Sam.  HI.  29.  ^  Nchem.  iii.  19.  ^  Ibid.  9, 

&  1 2.  "» In  ecphrafi,  &  bell.  Jui  1.  vi.  c.  6.  "  Pf. 

cxliv.  13.    Prov.  vii.  12,  Si  alib.  •  Jerem. xxxvii. 

vtr.  uk. 

bore 
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bore  the  names  of  other  trades ;  thus  the  vaJJcy,  in  Jofe* 
phus'%  time,  was  called  Tyropean?. 

ytm  Rehob  properly  is  an  open  place  (K) :  in  the  Re-  Phcei. 
hobothy  according  to  Ezekitl  %  were  built  the  high  places. 
In  the  book  of  EJiber  %  an  officer  of  the  king  of  Pirfia 
goes  out  to  Mordecai^  in  the' iJ^M  of  the  town*  over- 
againft  the  gate  of  the  palace,  which  fecms  to  have  been 
made  ufc  of  by  the  courtiers  to  walk  in.  In  the  Rehoh 
of  Jerufalem «,  Hezektah  aflembled  his  generals,  and 
made  a  fpeech  to  them.  The  people  were  gathered  to- 
gether  by  Ezra  '  in  a  Rehob  of  the  temple,  and  the  priefts 
and  Levites  by  Hezektah  u  in  the,  eaftern  Rehcb  ;  we  muft  ^ 
fuppofe  thefe  two  to  have  been  parts  of  the  vacant  fpace 
that  Surrounded  the  courts  of  the  temple.  Laftly,  there 
-was  a  Rehob  near  the  water-gate  *^,  which  muft  have  been 
vaftly  large,  fince  it  contained  all  the  people  of  both 
fexes,  that  flocked  thither  from  all  parts,  in  order  to 
hear  Ezra  read  the  law,  upon  a  fcafFold,  or  uage,  creeled 
upon  this  ocCafion  at  one  end  of  the  place,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  Ezra  had  the  whole  aflemblv  facing  him. 

If  we  have  not  yet  taken  notice  of  K1!?0  Millo^  it  is 
becaufe  we  do  not  find  it  in  Scripture  diftinguifhcd  by 
any  of  the  above-mentioned  names,  or  indeed  by  any  other 
name  than  Millo.  When  David  took  from  the  Jebufttei 
the  top  of  mount  Z/««,  he  then  built  round  about  from 
Millo  and  inwards ^  fays  the  text  of  Samuel  *,  where  it 
is  eafy  to  underftand,  a  caftle  wag  built  on  this  mount, 
furrounded  with  ftrong  walls,  and  probably  of  a  circular 
£6rm,  This  building  had  on  the  eaft  what  is  called  Millo^ 
and  on  the  other  iides  was  bounded  by  the  hill  itfelf ;  in* 
(bmuch  that  the  city  of  David  was  within  mount  Zion  - 
on  the  north,  weft  and  fouth,  but  was  bordered  eaftward 
by  MilloXh),    Although  it  is  faid  in  the  text  y,  Solomon 

built 

f  BcU.  Jad.  M  fup.  ^  Ezek.  zvi.  24.  .  t  g^^j^f 

iv.  6,        •  a  Chron.  xxxii.  6.         «  Ezra  x.  9.        ^2  Chrpn. 
xxix.  4.  •^  Nehem.  viii.  i.  4.    Add  the  Rehob  of  the 

gate  Ephraim,  ibid.  16.        ^2  Sam.  v.  9.  Coll.       i  Chron. 
xt.  8.  ^  Vid.  I  Kings  ix.  15. 24.  Sc  xi.  27. 

(K)  The  root  am  figni^  (L)  Without  doubt   MIU 

fies  to  inkrge  ;  fo   that  Re-  doth  figoify  fomething  either 

hob  it  literally  a  large  place,  full,  or  to  be  filled  ;  at  leaft 

aiid  18  made  ufe  of  to  ^nify  this  may  be  dedaced  from  th^    , 

the  flaee,    or  /fuare,    of  a  two  Hebrew  words  that  come 

<^0f  Jfdges  xi^  15.  neareft  to  it,  melo,  fulnefs,  and 

Qj  miluatk. 
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built M  ?  yet  the  context  (hews,  that  he  oply  made  ari  cn4 
of  it,  or  rejMlired  it ;  aqd  as  much  did  flezekiah  in  h\% 
time  *.  Who  the  firft  was  that  built  it,  we  cjp  «Qt 
know  ;  but  it  fcems  to  have  heen  a  work  of  the  JebuJiUs^ 
whofe  government  was  almoft  a  democracy ^  lie  th?it  at  ' 
Athens, 

Let  u3  next  vifit  the  public  buildings  in  2im :  the 
firft  that  offers  itfelf  is  the  talace  of  king  David^  on  the 
tpp  of  the  mount  in  \\^t  midft  of  a  ^rtrefs  *.  There 
was  a  flight  of  fteps  to  go  up  to  it  l>  j  to  the  north  of 
thefe  fteps,  or  ftairs,  flood  the  tomb  of  David^  of  which 
yofephus  tells  many  wonderful  ftories  at  the  end  of  the 
feventh  book  of  his  antiquities.'  At  the  bottom  of  the 
fteps  was  the  houfe  of  the  Mighty  c.  Thi^,  in  my  opi- 
nion, ferved  as  a  guard-houfc  to  the  palace,  ox  at  leaft 
was  the  ftation  of  fom^  chief  commanders,  without 
whofe  leave  no  one  was  permitted  to  go  up  to  the  houfe  s 


«  t  Chron.  xxxiii,  5, 
^Nebcin,  iii."^  5. 


*J  Ibid.  16, 


A  Sam,  y.  ^,  &  feci* 


miluath,  beazel,  or  colkt,  in 
which  are  inchafed  preoQus 
ijones.  So  Mgfes^  receiving 
orders  about  the  breaft-plate* 
is  bid  to  fill  the  beazel>  mi- 
luathy  with  a  {(one  (24),  that 
theftones  (hall  be  fet  in  gold 
in  their  ipclofings  (25)9  and 
that  they  were  inclofed  in 
ouches  of  gold  in  their  inclo- 
$ngs,  bemitluotham  (26).  So 
thtn  Millo  was  fomething ///#</ 
«p  ;  and  this  we  are  very  ready 
to  aHow  ;  for,  to  make  it  fit 
for  the  ufe  we  have  been  fpeak- 
i|)g  of,  it  was  required,  that 
id  fpme  places  thi»  fpot  of 
ground  flioolf)  be  made  level, 
4Qd  in  others  fiUed  v^>  tn  or- 
der to  its  bei^g  uoiformi  and 
of  a  piece. 

For  tkh  reafon,  apd  from 
what  i&faid  in  Scripture^,  the2:c 


would  b^  njo  ^bfurdity  in  fup^ 
pofing  it  tp  hs^e  beo)  a  fpa- 
cious  opicn  pkce,  ftich  a^  ch^ 
CampusMar^im  at^w^,  wher« 
the  people  met  for  their  re- 
creation, on  feftivai  and  other 
rejoicing- days,  or  about  pri- 
vate or  public  af&irs.  It  may 
be  placed  at  the  foot  of  the 
city  of  Davidy  going  to  the 
valley  between  Z/m  zSqA  Acra^ 
in  the  centre  of  the  whok 
circunaference  of  ^ru^lm^ 
Others  imagine  it  to  be  a 
Jlrett,  beginning  at  the  ftepa 
of  the  city  cf  Sii^kl»  and 
reaching  aA  far  v  Acrq^  or 
M$riak  9  er  elfe  a  ^waU  alffi^. 
t^e  vajtoy  hciM^«ai  t|tD  l¥^ 
hilk ;  aiid  laillyV  the  v^M^ 
itfelf.  Biit  this  feems  lefs  pro^ 
b^ble  tkatt  wl^t  we  at  6r^ 
lWi^e4. 


(95)  mi.  j|at. 


(li).  Mad.  xc6x% 
fuclij 
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fuch  as  wc  fuppofe  the  thirty- one  wprthies  **,  among  whoni 
was  XJriah  the  Hittite. 

Next  was  the  arfenaU  or  armoury  «,  at  the  turning 
of  the  wall  ^,  in  Hebrew  called  Mikzoah  (M) ;  but  the 
arfenal  itfelf,  by  a  compendious  eiqpreffion,  or  way  of 
fpeaking,  was  called  *lt7i*1  Hannejbek^  for  Ne(hek  is  a 
weapon,  or  arms.  The  Word  haith^  a  houfe,  muft  there- 
fore be  tinderftood. 

Not  far  from  the  arfenal^  and  more  towards  the  middle 
of  the  city,  was,  if  not  the  palace  of  an  high-pricft,  at 
leaft  a  pontifical  place^  then  in  the  poffciSon  of  EUaJhih  g. 
Uehemiah  mentions  it  only  occafiohally,  when  he  fpeaks 
of  the  repairs  of  the  walls  of  the  city  \  but  even  from  the 
\iit\t  that  is  faid  of  it,  wc  may  gather,  that  it  was  a  fpi- 
cious  building.  Lower,  at  a  very  little  diftance,  we  find 
the  houfe  of  Jxariah^  a  man  of  diftinftion  of  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin  *».  But  it  is  time  to  come  to  the  palace  or 
palaces. 

And  here  the  books  of  Kings  indeed  mention  three 
houfes  built  by  Solomon ;  the  hrft  they  call  the  hou/c 
where  he  dwelt  ^ ;  the  fccond,  the  houfe  of  the  forefl:  of 
Lebanon  ^ ;  and  the  third  was  that  which  he  made  for 
PharaoPs  daughter  ^ ;  but  this  laft  I  take  to  have  been 
only  a  fpacious  apartment  (N)  added  to  the  firff  houfc^ 
whofe  fituation  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  fix.     For,   on 

*  2  Sam.  xxiii.  8,  &  fcq.  «  Ibid.  39..  ^  Nc- 

lkem..iii.  la  » Ibid.  20.  *  Ibid.  23.         ^  i  Kinss 

vii.  k8.     >  Ibid.  2.     nuti. 

^)  y£pD  is  properly  the  zoaJ^  1   BeMiy   fay*  he  (%%) 

opening    if  an  angle,  which  in  e<very  J^pD  corner  of  the 

confequently  ibrms  a  fpace  ;  court  there  Juas  a  C9urt.     , 

^^ttt  iii&pinnab  is  the  pbint  of  (N)  Beth  is  often  taken  in  (lia.t 

an  angle,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  fenfe,  as  when  Rehekab  runs  to 

artifts,    a  faUdni    angle  ;    to  hei*  mother's  heth  (19),  apart- 

the  wall  hada  turning  out  Bere,  ment^  or  lodging ;  and  fo  is  the 

tfttd  this  jufliiies  the  tranflation  ;  houfe  of  the  women  (30)  16 

and  any  one  may  fee,  that  tX  be  linderftodd'  in  the  book  of 

formed  a  corner,  or  open  pUce,  tftber\  the  faid    houfe  pro- 

in  the  interior  angle,   for  this  baWy  not  being  (eparate  froni 

reafon,   fuch    an   opening  in  the  kingV,  but  part  of  it. 
iukien  templie  is  called  Mik" 

.    {2Z)EfStk.  xlvi.  ar,  (29)  O^/r.  ixiv.  «8.  {^o)  EJiUr 

Q  4  one 
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one  fide,  this  palace  was  a^moft  parallel  to  liit  water  gate  ^^ 
and,  on  the  other,  there  was  a  communication  betweep  it 
and  the  temple,  bynmeans  of  the  terrace  built  by  Solomon 
.over  the  valley  ^.  I  am  apt  to  think  that  the  fecond.  was 
a  fumrticr-retirement,  fince  we  have  it  upon  record,  that 
Solomon  built  it  in  the  foreft  •.  But  yet  I  would  not  <:on^ 
tradia  thofe  Who  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  only  another 
wing  or  apartment  of  the  palace,  which  very  probably 
took  its  name  from  the  cedars  of  Lebanon^  that  may  be 
fuppofed  *to  have  been  the  chief  material  employed  in 
it'(O): 

Not  far  from  this  palace,  I  think,  was  the  Mattara^ 
tranflated  prifon  ^  ;  but,  if  it  was  one,  it  was  only  like 
th(B  Tower  of  London^  or  like  our  courts  of  law,  or  even 
the  main  corps- de-garde  at  the  avenues  of  the  palace* 
.  Forj  in  the  court  of  this  Mattara^  Jeremiah  was  confined  ; 
but  at  the  fame;  time  was  allowed  a  good  deal  of  liberty, 
fince  It  was  here  he  made  the  purchafe  of  an  efiate  in 
prefence  of  feveral  witneffes,  who  figned  the^  deed  of 
agreement,  and  of  all  the  Jews  that  lived  there  r.  We 
reafi  moreover  >,  that  afterwards  the  prophet  was  taken 
going  out  of  Jerufalem^  and  by  Zedeiiab's  order  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  Mattara  again,  where  *  he  prophefied  in 
the  hearing  of  all  the  people  ;  and*  the  prophet  rcai^intd 
in  the  above-mentioned  court  tjll  the  taking  of  Jerufa^ 
/mu(P).  ^       J     J^ 

There 

»  Nehem,  iii.  26.  ■  1  Kings  vii.  paff.  *  Ibid.  ix.  19.  2  Chroi^* 
viii.  6.  P  See  before,  vol.  ii.  p.  397,  &  470.  ^  Nehem.  iii.  aj. 
Coll.  Jercm.  xxxii.  2.  'Jerexn.  xxxii.  12,  &  fcq.  •Ibid., 
xxxvii.  12.     '  Ibid,  x^xviii.  i.     «  Ibid.  28. 

(p)  The  fqllowing  confider-  taken,   to  which  fuch   coAly 

ation.  adds    a  great  deal    of  armourwouldhavebeenexpofed 

weight  to  this  iide  of  the  que*  by  the  way  ;  and  indeed  they 

flion  \  'vix.  That  in  this  houfe  were  carried  away  by  Sbijbak 

(3 1 )  were  placed  the  targets  and  when  he  came  up  againft  the 

(hields  of  beaten  gold  j  for  tjic  dty  (32). 

diftance  froxa  Lebanon  to  Je-  (?)  All  thisfuffidentlyfhews 

rufalem  would  have  made  it  the  Mattara  to  )iav^  been  dif- 

ytry  trqublefome  to  brine  them  fcrent  from  a  prifon  commonly 

up  whenever  they  were  want-  fo  called.  But  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to 

fd,  beiides  the  rifk  of  being  determine  the  fituation  of  thu 

(3i)iA:;ff^5x.  17.  (32)  Xlf/V,  xif .  25,  26. 

baildin|;i 
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.  Th£RE  are  two  diftin£b  indications  of  the  reparations 
made  by  Palal  in  the  wall  mentioned  in  the  laft  itote^ 
one  near  the  turning  of  the  wall  going  up  to  the  water- 
gate,  the  other  near  the  adjoining  tower  \  and  the  fituation 
of  this  tower   is  fpecified  as  well  by    its  diftinguiQiing 
belghty  as  by  its  relation  to  the  palactj  and  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  the  court  in  queftion.    So  that,  to  fix  this  to  a 
point,  we  muft  look  upon  thefe  buildings  as  being  withki 
the  verge  of  the  court,  and  under  the  immediate  cogni- 
zance of  king  SolomoHy  and  his  fucceHbrs.     Men  were 
there  intirely  under  their  protecSUon,  neither  could  they 
be  meddled  with  but  by  the  kings  exprefs  command  ^  al-. 
though  it  was  by  their  orders  only,  they  were  reftrained 
within  the  bounds  of  thefe  buildings. 

We  are  now  come  to  buildings  much  lefs  remarkable 
for  their  dignity,  magnificence,  or  embellifbments ;  but 
whofe  fituation  cannot  well  be  omitted  in  the  particular 
dcfcription  we  are  about ;  I  mean  the  flation  or  poft  of 
xYit Nethinims  ^.  It  is  faid  indeed  they  dwelt  in  Ophel^  eaft- 
ward,  near  the  valley;  but  thtiv  ^Vntifnojhab^  or  dwelling, 
(hould  not,  we  prefume,  be  confounded  with  their  boufe, 
nij  hethy  or,  as  in  our  verfion,  their  place.  Then  fol- 
lowed the  hall  or  place  of  the  merchants  or  retailers^ 
barokelim  y,  who,  I  believe,  are  the  fame  as  the  C^/^- 


233 


*  Nehcxn.  iii.  26,  31. 


r  Ibid. 


building,  although  it  feems 
Nebsmiab  has  undertaken  to 
defcribe  it  exactly  ;  and,  if  to 
us  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
fo  well  fucceeded  in  it,  the 
fault  lies  neither  at  his  door, 
nor  at  that  of  the  language  he 
wrote  in,  but  to  its.  being  a 
dead  language,  many  expref- 
£pns  of  which  are  not  fo  fa- 
miliar to  us  as  to  be  perfe^y 
intelligible.  However,  Nehe- 
wuab^  as  we  underfland  him, 
feys  03\  «  That  Palal  re* 
*«  paired  the  walls  of  Jtrufa- 
**  lemy  over-againft  the  turn- 
**  ing  of  the  wall,  and  the 
^^  tower  belonging  to  the  king's 

(35}  Nibenu  iii.  25. 


*'  houfc,  the  high  tower  that 
•'  was  by  the  court  of  Mat-^ 
•'  tara:'  But,  though  it  be 
well  fufceptible  of  this  fenfe, 
when  joined  to  that  fequel  of 
the  king's  houfe,  this  phrafe 
may  wiell  admit  of  another 
fignification,  when  without  it  $ 
and  this  (ignification  we  then 
take  to  be  that  of  a  great  ex- 
tent (34) ;  fo  as  the  Mattara^ 
its  court  included,  being  called 
by  the  name  of  this  i^/j^i^  tower ^ 
that  fet  it  off  exceedingly,  was, 
it  feems,  along  feries  of  build* 
ings  and  walls,  diftant  aboitt 
fifty  paces  on  the  we|i  fide  9f 
the  water-gate. 


(34)  7«r««i-  ToaxL^paJf, 
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htjla^  or  money-changers  *,  a  fort  of  dealers  very  ufual 
at  tfie  gate  of  the  temple,  whither  abundance  of  firangers 
.  rcforted  from  all  parts. 

Little  is/aid  concerning  the  walls  of  the  city;  but 
that  little  which  is  faid,  we  will  here  put  together: 
*Tis  well  known,  after  David  had  taken  the  Jirong-hold 
•f  ^  Zion,  he  called  it  the  city  ^  David,  and  dwelt  in. 
that  forty  having  built  round  about  from  Millo  and  inward^. 
Solomon  and  his  fucceflbrs  took  iiO  lefs  care  to  improve 
thofe  works,  and  to  add  new  ones  round  the  city  ',  x:on- 
cerning  which  ^he  facred  hiftorians  have  left  us  no  parti* 
culars  worth  mentioning,  excepting  that  Hezekiah  built 
up  that  part  of  it  which  had  been  demoIi(hed  by  jfoajb 
king  of  Ifrael ;  and  added  ahother  without  ^.  Ma- 
najfeh  likewife  is  recorded  to  have  built  a  wall  without 
the  city  ^  David,  an  the  well  fide  of  Gihon,  in  the  valley^ 
iven  to  the  entering  in  at  the  fijh-gate^  and  compaffed  aboia 
Ophel  *.  Here  you  have  almoft  the  whole  circuit  of  y^r 
rufalem^  from  fouth  to  north-by-wefl,  and  to  the  fouth- 
caft.  Now  to  one  of  thefe  latter  buildings  the  prophet 
fccms  to  allude,  when  fpeaking  of  the  breaches  of  the  city 
of  David,  he  adds,  the  houfes  of  Jerufalem  were  broken 
iown  to  fortify  the  walls  *  j  though  it  may  alfo  %,be  takea 
for  a  prophecy  xjf  the  calamitous  times  that  Wer^to  fol- 
low. Laftly,  it.  is  reported,  that  when  the  city  wohirol/en 
up  by*  the  Chaldees  ^,  the  foldiers  fed  by  the  two  walls  by 
the  way  of  the  king's  garden^  which  was  on  the  fouth  ^  | 
one  of  thefe  walls  being  built  by  David  or  Solomon^  ad- 
joining immediately  to  the  city  ;  and  the  other,  the  new 
one  without,  by  Hezekiah  or  Manajfeh.  We  read  alfo, 
the  army  of  the  Chaldees  brake  down  the  wall  of  Jeruialem 
round  about  °^,  which  was  left  till  Neiemiah's  "  time  fT^h 
open  breaches  on  every  fide. 
<jtf/f/.  In  antient  Jerufalem  the  gates,  tST)]^  Shaharim^  wcr« 

ttn  in  number  <>,  viz.  five  from  weft  to  eaft-by-foi^,^sid 
five  others  by  north  :  here  are  their  names^  as  th«y  Art 
to  be  found  ki  the  text  aod  tramflation  ; 

'Matth.   xxr.  ver.   it.  and  paralfeL  in  Mark  and  JoEn. 
*  2  Sam.  V.  7—9.  ^Ibid,  i  2  ChrdB. 

xxvii.   I.  xxxii.  5.  *  Ibid,  zxxiii.  14.  *  Ificiah 

xxii.  9,  ro.  ^  z  Kings  xxv.  4,    Jcrem.  xxxix.  4. 

*Nehtm,  iii.  r5.  "  a  Kings  xxv.  10.  "  Chap, 

ii.  II.  15.  '      •  Ibid.  conf.  iii.  &xii. 
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JBy  r^Ut^,  r»  DuBgrgate,  Haafpotb. 

2.  Fountain-'gatc,  Haatn  or  -^«. 

3.  Wat«r-f  ate,  H^mmfijim. 

4.  Horfe^gate,  ,  Hafouffim. 

5.  Prifonrgatr,  Hamiphkad. 
Py  north,  I.  Valley- gate,  Haggai  or  -^^^ 

2t  Gtc«  of  Ephraim,    Ephnim. 

S'  Sbeqprgater  ^  Hazon. 

Now  as  to  that  wKch  is  called  jt/*  f  A^  v^7//jy,  the  entrance  ' 

was  on  the  weft :  by  this  gate  hfehemi^b  went  out  of  the 
city,  HI  order  to  vifit  the  ruins  of  Jerufalem ;  he  Ukewife 
placed  himfelf  upon  this  gate,  or  upon  the  wall  clofe  to 
k,  when  he  made  the  dedication  of  the  rebuilding  of  y^-. 
rufalemyhy  Ji  double  proceffion  of  the  people,  one  half 
going  to  the  right,  or  fouth,  the  other  to  the  left,  or 
north,  in  order  to  come  hyi  the  caft  to  the  temple.  As 
they  did  npt  go  tbiougb  this  gate,  from  which  they  feC 
out,  no  mention  is  made  of  it  in  the  account  given  of  the 
places  through  which  the  proceiSons  pafled  P,  but  only 
where  the  partteulirs  are  given  of  the  repairing  the  walls 
tad  gates  oi  Jirufidm.  ^.  Neither  in  this  account  of  th« 
proceilions  is  the  ierf&-gat$  mentioned,  probably  becaufe 
the  iubbi&  (lopped  up  the  paffitge,  which  was  the  reafon 
that  they  turned  to  the  left  to  go  to  the  tempk.  This  - 
gate  is  placed  to  the  caft  by  Jeremiah  ^^  and  it  was  through 
It  that  Athalio})  went  from  the  temple  to  the  pabce :  but 
we  muft  confers  it  is  not  fo  cafy  to  afl3g;n  the  caufe  for 
which  ^Sa&dung'gateh  omitted  on  this  account:  however, 
Jt  is  fpoken  of  in  the  rebuilding  pf  the  wall  \  aiwl  v«h£;a 
Nchemah  viewed  the  ruins,  it  is  again  mention^  by  tj^ 
oan^  of  the  dtmg-ioyt  »• 

As  to  the  watev-gau  turning  to^  the  eaft  %  it  is  likely 
that  it  MJf wered  th«  ^«t;h»eni  pan  of  thepalace,  by  the  place 
w  iifuare  ki  which  Ezra  read  the  bw  to^all  the  people  **• 

Trii  sprifdftr^gah  is  in  Htbrtm  Miphkad^*  This  word, 
vdiich  is  kept  in>  the  tmrrflatioiv  figni^  vifitation^  ftni 
by  dedu£Uon,  judgme94y  correiSHorty  ward^  prifon^    \t  1% 

.    P  Nehcm.  3(;ii.  27^  &  feq.  ^  Ibid.  iii.  i  j.  '  Jer. 

Tood.  38.  ..      *  *  ^&s  xi.  1 5^  &  feq.  conf.  with  Nf- 

hem.  xii.  57.  &  iii.  14,  <  Ibid.  iii.  25.  viii.  i. 

•*Jbidi#  ;piii.  i>  &fc^'  T  Ibid,  iii.  25.   * 

'  •       '  '  '     >    '  ^       alfe 
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^i&  A  Befcriptton  of  Jcru&Icm; 

alfo  called  thi  rait  •f  Mattara  (S) ;  in  our  tranflation, 
frifon-gate^.  It  fiood  caftward  of  the  palace  and  city 
both.  ' 

,^  It  is  iJain  tfie  gate  of  Ephraim  took  its  name  from  its 
joining  the  highway  ka.ding  to  that  tribe.  This  mjfy  fcrve  to 
afceruin  the  truth  of  the  fituation  we  have  given  of  the 
city. 

The  Jbeep-gaU  furniflies  us  with  means  of  explaining 
the  word  'xaCtLrtHii,  in  the  gofpcl  according  to  St.  John  y, 
where  our  tranflation  has,  there  was  a  pool  war  the  Jheep- 
market^  in  the  text,  and  gate  in  the  margin,  vix.  iyofd, 
or,  xiA»»,  And  the  tranflation  in  the  text  feems  the  moft 
probable ;  for  z  Jheep-market  was  there  near  the  gate  of  tb« 
fame  name,  and  feems  to  have  been  between  the  gate  and 
the  pool,  that  of  Bethefda^  on  the  notth-eaA  of  the  tern* 
P'«  (T). 

Lastly,  tht  fifi-gate  *  anfwered  to  one  afterwards 
built  in  the  new  city^  and  called  the  gate  ofjoppe^  a  fca- 
port  on  the  Mediterranean. 

»  Nehcm.  iii.  25.  r  joJm  v.  2.  Nch.  xii.  39,  h  al. 

»i  Kings  xiv,  13. 

(S)  Of  the  Mattara   itfclf        (T)  TYiOnih  Jo/ephus  does 

wefpoke  above,  as  being  near  not  mention  it  by  name,  yet 

the  palace  that  lay  northward  he  (42)  places  a  pool  there  1 

of  it :  and  what  feems  to  have  and    thereaboats  Mr.  Maw 

given  the  name  of  either  Mat*  irel  found  a  large  empty  ba« 

$ara  or  Mipbkad  to  this  gate,  fon,    of  which  he  gives   th^ 

is,  that  thofe  words  well  agree  following  defcription  (43):  **  It 

in  their  general  notions ;  which  ^  is  i  ^o  paces  long,  40  broad, 

xeafon  appears  to  us  more  like*  ''  and  at  lea{l  eight  deep,  bat 

ly,  thsm  that  the  gceat/anhe'  **  void  of  water.     At  its  weft 

drim   had  there  its  ordinary  <<  end  it   difcovers  fome  old 

fittings,  it  being  at  leaft  du-  *^  arches,   now  dammed  np. 

bious  whether   at   that  time  ''  Thefe  fome  will  have  to  be 

this  oourt  had  any  juriididtion,  **  the  five  porches  in  which  &t 

or  even  exifted.    Yet  we  do  ''  that  mnhitade  of  lame,  &r. 

not   deny   but     that   courts  '<  The  pool  is  contiguous  on  one  - 

of  juftice  were  kept  at  the  **  fide  to  St.  ^/#/i>#ff's  gate,  on 

C(4i) ;  and  therefore  pri-  **  the  other  to  the  area  of  the 

might  be  there  alfo,  and  **  temple.** 
houfes  of  Gorredlion  beiides. 

)  Vtd,  Deut.  xvii.  8.      Amot  r.  15.     Ztcb,  vifl.  16,  6f  4/.    C4»>  M. 
U  V.  <*  a.  (43)  **  ^"*  jotirney,  &c.  (.  107. 

These, 
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These,  wc  think,  arc  all  the  gates  of  JirufaUm^  d- 
tberasit  ftood  before  the  captivity,  ora8,Vtcr  the  re- 
turn from  it,  it  was  repaired  by  Nihemiah.  It  cannot 
be  denied,  but  a  few  -others  feem  to  be  mentioned  in  that 
fpace  of  time ;  but  we  take  them  to  be  only  different 
names  given  to  thofe  already  mentioned.  And  firft,  the 
corner-gate^^  which.  In  our  opinion,  muft  be  the  fame 
With  the  old-gate,  as  mz^  be  gathered  from  Jeremiah'^ 
occafionally  giving  the  circuit  of  JerufaUm  from  the 
north-eaft,  over-againft  the  temple,  [/.  e.  from  the  tower 
of  Hananeel]  unto  the  gate  of  the  corner  (U),  going  along 
to  the  north- weft,  where  ftood  the  hills  Gareb  and  Goath  ^ 
(X),  afterwards  called  Golgdtba^  6t  Calvary.  Then,  ac- 
I  cording 

«  2  Cbron.  xxvi.  9.         ^  Jcrcm.  xx«.  39. 


(U)    Although  the  tranfla- 
tion  here  fomcwhat  differs  from 
that  above,  the  word  in  both 
places  in  the  original  is  bap- 
finnah.    It  is  true,  in  Zecba- 
riab  it  'n  read  bappinnim^  as 
if  one  fhould  fay  the  comers  i 
but  the  fenfe  is  the  fame,  if  (44) 
tranilated  the  comer.    Laftly, 
this  our  tranflation,  in  the  pa- 
rallel to  Kings,  anfwers  (45) 
the   Hebrew  word  Happoneb, 
where  the  margin  has  the  gate 
of  it  that  looketbi    which  is 
not  eafy  to  be  undcrftood,  un* 
lefs,  by  fuppofing  it  to  be  an 
elliptical  exprcifion,  the  fenfe  be 
made  up  what  we  find  added 
elfewhece  (46),  a;i%.  Zapbonab, 
to  the  north;  which  is  a  true 
jndioition   of   the    faid  gate. 
However,  it  may  be  thought 
this  various  reading  is  owing 
to  the  carelefhefs  oi  the  tran^ 
fcriber,  as  it  feems  may  be 
coUeded  from  the  Septsuigint\ 
having    here  tiJaw^  yuvlcti^ 


corner-gate;  yet  notice  (houU 
be  taken  that  this  gate  did  lie 
towards  the  okoto^.  By  thia 
name  was  called  (47)  not  only 
the  eminence,  from  whenc« 
eoming  from  the  north,  one 
firfl  difcovered  Jerufalemt  but 
alio  the  plain  next  to  the  dty 
on  that  fide.  Now  that  in 
Hebrew  would  be  Pi&M#i&,  ot 
Hafboneby  which  we  leave  to 
Qur  reader's  confideration. 

(X).  As   the  woid   nHW 
may  be  better  pronounced  ei- 
ther Goatba  or  Gotba  ;  and  aa 
the  word  ^J,  admitting  of  two 
founds  in  the  compofition  of 
known  names,  Galbed  and  Gil^ 
badj  does  as  naturally  fouini 
Gol ;  we  (houkl  think  the  ety- . 
mology  of  Golgotha  is  found  to 
our  hand,  and  its  iignification 
moft  plain,  w%,    the  heap  of 
Gotba,    However,  the    great 
likenefs  the  found  of  this  famt 
word  Golgotha  had  to  Gagul^ 
tba,  in  Syriac  (which  dialed  is 
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(44)  $a  ah«vi,p.  231,  (M).        (4fO  *  On-m,  xxv,  23, 
▼Ui  3.  (47)  rid.  Joftpb,  dt  ML  Jud,  ukifvp. 


(46)  S*ik. 

called 
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«38  -^  t>i]iripthn  of  Jeralalem*^ 

cording  to  the  dlreftio^w  in  the  profAet,  ofie  iixttiS  to* 

wards  the  f(*tb,  through  the  vMey  of  Hinnm^  and  the 

fotttJi-caft  fieUs  called  tht  fullers  fields ^  unto  the  comer  df 

the  horfe-gati  to  the  eaft  ^.     So  rffo  irt  Zechariah  %  ^/ 

rtf  landJhaUbe  as  d plain  to  Rimmon.  yJaiA  ^  Jcrafaleto, 

.     wkd  inhabited  from  Benjamin'/  gatei^)^  unto  the  corner- 

gates  and  from  the  tofoer  of  Hananfed  wita  the  kin^s  wine- 

freffes.     Here  firft  you  have  Jerufalem,  on  the  fouth,  an 

bkliy  country  there,  to  be  turned  into  a  plain  ;  trtiich  is 

ea%  apprehended  to  be  figuratively  fpakeit.    But  further, 

the  nof tbcrn  fide  is  traced  here  from  a  gate  going  to  th^ 

neighbour-trtoe  of  Benjamin  ^^  to  the  old-gate^  here  called 

th§ferft  ;   the  foHowirig  ^ofdg  unto  the  comer-gate  being 

^n  explanation  of  the  former  unto  the  firji  gate.     So  you 

go  up  to  the  eaft  by  the  tower  there,  returning  to  the  fouth, 

where  wai^tht  royal  garden.     Another  gate  isf  Mentioned  j 

by  Jeremiah^  J  where  he  is  bid  to  go  forth  unto  the  valley 

of  the  fan  of  Hinjiom,  which  is  by  the  entry  of  the  eajt 

gata^   but  (hoqid;  be  jath«r  the  briek-gate  (Z),  or  of  the 

brick- 


,    >  Jcrem,  laxi.  38 — i^  «  Zcdi.  xlv.  10*  *  w. 

icxjpvii.  13,  iic,  ''Ibid. 

ailed  Hebrew  ih  tfte  %o^\  tli«  fed  into  the  lattJ  of  Ben^ 

|48)y  becawfe    a  iwixture  of  ^*a»rf/!r,  and  is  farther  called  the 

l»th  wa*  what  tvas  genftrally  bightr  gate,    njohich  Herb  t^- 

i^heA  at  Jeritfedem),  it  feeAs  njoatds  the  north  (52). 
to  ha\ife  beeercofltmonly  tfiicter-        (Z)  It  may  be  thqs  tranHa- 

<6ad'^.  as  hafving  a  near  rela-  fed,  fuppofing  only  hcrcfj^Jf 

tiicm  to  Gulgakha  (+9),  a  fk4ilf,  an  eafy  and  common  permaca^ 

attd  fhenefore  well  cxpoimded  tion  of  letters,  a?5  appears  in  the 

\f  Cahary  ( jo).  pronuriciatrott  of  Sibboleth  tot 

(Yj  There  is  a  gate  called  li^^)  .Shibboleth.    This  h  the 

i^highgafe  of  Benjamin  (5  x\,  more  probable,  becaufe  there  is 

which  h  feid  to  have  been  by  already  m  the  teat  a  variooi  | 

tke  honfe  of  the  Lord,    ft  readhig:of  Harfiufb  for  Haff  1 

night    alfo  be  tranftacetf,   in  fith:  howevfer,  Hergy^   in  the  ' 

«be  hofffe.     If  this    fenfe  be  Hebrew  EJ^TTT,  is  a  Bricks  and 

folhmed,  the  gate  is  none  of  Herefs,  veir  Cbaldee 'Qr^,  the 

*!»/<?»  we  ate  inqtitrihg  about;  /ttn.     So  we  chufe  ro  take  it 

this  is  the  gate  here^    as  if  it    was   Wriiccft 

tf'  f49J  '^"'^i'  o«  2  Kings  ix.  35.  (50)  niaU 

51)  3^tffm.  XX.  2.     /a  fltf^r«t;  />  «  3,   Wi&iVi&  «  rwi  m 
x»xvi«  S7,  $8.'     ^rew.   3^.  g-.   xxtiiw  «;,  SP  tf/.     fsz) 

n'Bnr?,        I 
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lmck*bat8y   it  being  the  (ame  with  the  dung-gatij  where 

wa3  the  valley  pf  afhes  ^.    But  we  do  not  take  the  city 

gate  g  to  be  one  of  the  ten  of  JerufaUm^  but  rather  a  gate 

9f  the  city  of  Davids  ox  Ziotij  to  the  north- weft,  leading 

to  the  valley-gate,  and  fince  called  Zion-gati  *». 

The  fituation  of  DlrtTliPt7  Shahar  Hattavecb)tim 
tniddle-gate^  ipay  be  oeduced  from  what  is  (aid  in  Jere^ 
miali  * :  Ntbuchadnezzfir*^  army,  after  having  entered  into 
^ernfahm  by  the  north,  advanced  as  far  as  this  middle^ 
faU  i  qf  which  Zedekiah  being  informed,  he  made  hit 
cfcape,  as  has  already  beefi  obferved  ^,  through  his  garden 
to  the  fontb.  This  plainly  (hews,  that  thia  gate  muft 
have  flood  in  the  midji  0/  the  vaUey  between  Jcra  and 

A  WQRp  or  two  more  concerning  the  towersy  as  related  Towers. 
by  Nehemhh,  They  were  four.  Indeed,  it  is  laid  of 
Uzsiiah  \  *'  He  built  towers  in  Jerufalem^  at  the  cor- 
**  ner-gate.,  wd  at  the  valley-g^tc,  and  at  the  turning  of 
«<  the  w^ll  i'*  but  how  many  be  built,  is  not  faid.  How- 
ever* the  nacne§  of  the  feid  four  towers  were  Meai,  eaft- 
Hvard  i  Hamnfiel^  north-eaftward  j  Hattamurim^  of  the 
fu^rn^cf 3,  wcflward  i  and  Ophel^  fbuth-eaftward.  The 
firft-n^mcd  of  thefe  was  alfo  the  firft  built*;  near  this 
ithey  pafTed  ^fi?g  to  the  (bccp-eate,  in  the  dedication  of 
the  walls  » ;  tbelewnd  called  Hananeelj  lay  more  ta  the 
north  '%  and  the  third  quite  to  the  weft.  From  beyond 
this  tower  it  is.  faid  ^  they,  in  the  dedication,  went  to  the 
hroad  wall.  Laftly,  from  the  fourth,  Ophel^  a  ward  fo 
called  P,.  and  the  wall  itfdf  joining  to  it  %  took  their 
liame  ;  b^t  properly  it  is  a  tower  r,  and  fuppofed  to  be 
very  high  (A),  and  we  (hould  think  was  made  ufe  of  as  a 

^  Jerenu  xx3d.  3S,  &  fc^  «  a  Chron.  xxxii.  6.  «»  Set 
Mavnp.  abi  fopra.  ^  Jer.  xxxix.  2,  &c.  ^  Set 

above,  p.  234.  *  2  Chron.  atxvi.  9.  ">  Nehem.  iii. 

Z.  »  Ibid^  xji.  39.  •Ibid.  xii.  j8.  p  IhiA. 

ill.  26.  ^  Ibid.  27.  '  Conf.  ibid.  ^  Ha* 

bak.  ii.  i. 

fVtJTD,  looking  upon  it  as  the  by  the  very  etymology  of  tbe  .   *' 

^ong-gate,  that  opened  into  the  word;  fdr  which  we  are  be- 

Kidky  oiHinnmy  and  that  of  holdoB  to  the  prophet's  faying* 

0^'^,  .  opbU  (55),  for  what  is  ip  the  ' 

(A)  This  ftems  to  appear  tranflatimi  iifted  up. 

ivatcb* 
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ivaub'tozver  '  'f  from  whence  one  might  fee  and  obfefV^ 
afar  off;  It  is  fald  king  ManajTeh  raifed  it  up  to  a  great 
height  * ;  and  of  this  toyfftrjojephus  fpejtks,  when  he  hytf 
«*  That  the  wall,  paffing  through  Ophlas^  was  carried  on 
*«  h  as  to  join  the  eaft  portico  of  the  temple  "." 

Ot  the  waters  and  fprings  in  or  about  Jervfakm  we 
have  had  occafion  to   fay  fomcthing  before  ^ ;  but  fof 
a  further  knowlege  of  the  fame,  it  will  be  proper  hetc  to 
add  what  Mr.  Manndrel  telb  us  concerning  the  pol  of 
Gthon  :  '*  It  lies,  fays  he,  about  two   furlongs  without 
•*  Bethlehem  gate,  wcftward  ;  it  is  a  ftately  pool,  lo6 
**  paces  long,  and  67  broad,  and  lined  With  wall  aiid 
•*  plafter,  and  was,  when  we  were  there,   well  flored 
*'  with  water**.     This  helps  to    underfiand    the   better 
what  is  related  of  Hezekiah  * :  "  He  flopped  the  upper 
**  watercourfe   of  Gihon^    and  brought   it    ftrait  dowii 
«'  to  the  weft  of  the  city  of  David.^*    Thefe  naturally 
ran  to  the  fouth  and  eait  out  of  the  city;  but  the  king 
turned  off  the  courfe  of  this  flream,  in  order  to  make  it 
run  towards  the  weft  in  Zion,     According  to  the  Targum^ 
Gihon  is  the  fame  as  Shiloh  j  neverthelefs  it  is  plain  there 
were  there  two  pools,    fince  Gihon  is    named  the   up» 
per  pool.     Now  as  there  was  a  lower  pool^  this  laft  might 
be   Shiloh^  of  which  the  upper  was  the  fpring.     Not- 
withftanding,  one  might  be  apt  to  think,  that  Gihon  was 
only  a  bafon  or  refervoir,  into  which  the  water  came  from 
Enrogely  that  is  to  fay,  tht  fullers  fountain  j  v/htTQ  Jdo" 
nijah  offered  his  facrifice  ^  at  the  time  of  his  afpiring  to  the 
throne.     But  it  is  poffible,  this  may  have  no  other  foun- 
dation than  the  fituation  given  to  Gihon  in  ih^ fulkrs field. 
And  although  the  word  rogel  may  fignify  a  fuller,  yet  the 
word*  D31D> which  is  made  ufe  of,  more  properly  implies  it. 
^  However,  lince  in  the  time  of  Hezekiah  the  water  of 
Shiloh^  or  Gihon^  was  brought  into  the  city,   and,  in  all 
appearance,  when  the  city  rofe  again  from  its  ruins,  it 
was  reftored  to  the  fame  advantage ;  it  is  no  wonder,  that 
•  Tacitus  places  htvefontem  perennis  flquee. 

The  king's  pool  is  mentioned  in  Nehemtah  ^,  as  being 
near  the  fountain-gate,  that  is,  to  the  fouth- weft  of  Zion. 

Ifai.   xxxii.    14.  in  the  margin.  tjChron. 

14.  «  Bell.  Jud.  vi.  6.  ^  See  bcfbife, 

&  vol.  ii.  p,  440,  &  feq.  *  2  Chron.  xxxii.  30. 

gs  i.  9.         «  2  Kings  xviii.  17.  *  Hiil.  1.  r.  c.  iz* 

i.  14. 

It 
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A  De/cripiiofi  of  Jervtfsdem^  j^j. 

It  is  called  by  Jofephus  c  the  pool  of  Solomon^  and  placed 
(which  comes  to  one)  winding  towards  the  caft.  Ifatab  * 
fpeaks  of  the  oldpool^  whofe  water  had  been  made  to  run 
between  the  two  walk,  and  might  be  the  fame  as  that  ' 
made  hy  Hezekiah^  barely  called  the  pool  made  ^^  which 
might  be  named  the  artificial  pool  i  not  but  that  it  was  a 
natural  fpring,  but  becaufe  art  bad  been  made  ufe  of  in 
order  to  make  it  water  the  eaftern  parts  of  Zion.  How- 
ever, one  of  the  moft  renowned  waters  of  Jerufalem  waa  • 
tke  brook  of  Cedron^  whofe  hcad-fpring  did  not  run  very 
plentifully  j  for  in  fummer  it  was  generally  dried  up ;  but 
in  rainy  weather  the  quantity  of  waters  falling  from  the 
mountains  increafed  it  fo  prodigioufly^  that  it  looked  xz^ 
ther  lik^  a  river  than  a  brook.  In  the  Hebrew  its,  hame 
is  pronounced  Kidron^  as  our  tranflation  has  cxprefTed  it  ; 
as  where  it  is  faid,  "  King  David  paffed  over  the  brook 
•'  Kidrofty  toward  the  way  of  the  wildernefs  ^.'*  What 
the  word  fignifies  feems  not  of  great  confequence  ;  yet  it 
may  be  remarked,  that,  according  to  St.  Jerom  g,  it  is 
filled  a  tenebris ;  and  truly  n*lp  kadar  is  to.  be  dark  or 
black.  Accordingly  Jofephus  *,  who  often  calls  Cedrm  a 
valley,  fays  it  was  very  deep,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  mount 
of  olives  on  the  eafl  ^i  but  in  one  place  ^  he  names  it 
X^'^l^PP^'y  and  in  the  New  Teflament  we  find  it  called 

To  conclude  ;  we  da^:e  flatter  purfelves  we  have  faith- 
fully rcprefented  Jerufalem  as  it  antiently  flood,    from 
about  the  times  of  David  to  the  Babylonijh  captivity  :  for 
though  it  may  be  objeSed,  that  Nehemiah^  from  whom 
moft  of  our  proofe  are  borrowed,  lived  feveral  years  after 
the  return  erf  the  Jews  to  the  holy  city,  yet  it  muft  be 
aJlowed,  that  it  was  not  raifed  upon  any  new  plan,  but 
only  rebuilt  upon  its  antient  foundations.     The  walls,  in- 
deed, had  been  puUed  down,  the ,  gates  burnt  to  afhes  ; 
but  the  remains,  or  at  leaft  fomc  marks  or  out-lines  of 
them  all,  were  ftill  to  be  feen,  and  parts  of  feveral  of  them 
were  ftill  fubfifting.     So,  as  we  read  in  Nehemiah  ",  tU 
kreacbes  were  Jlopped^  the  buildings  re-edified,  and  the 
whole  city  reitored,  as  much  as  poi&ble,  to  its  former 
condition. 


«  In  ecphrafi.                '  Chap.  xaai.  1 1.  •  Nehem. 

iu,  16.                  '2  Sam.  XV.  23.  «  In  Jerem.  xxxi. 

4P.                     «» BcU.  Jad.  1.  vi.  c.  7.  » Ibid.  1.  vii. 

*  Antiq.  viii.  *  John  xviii.  i,  «  Chap.  iv.  7^ 
coll.  vi.  I. 

Vol.  IY.                          R  char 
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CHAP.    VIII- 

The  hifiory  of  Assyria. 

S  E  C  T.    L 

^he  defcriptim  of  Assyria. 

In  nami.  TT  7  E  have  already  Accounted  for  the  name  of  this 
YY  country,  dfirivlngit  from  Jljhar^  m  firftpJanter 
^  ^  after  the  flood  a ;  -and  have  obferved  \  that  its 
jiame  extended  Very  for  Weftwatd  over  the  whole  country 
dyfrdm^  6r  Syria  (A),  Which  at  this  time  gives  appellation 
to  moft  df  iht  country  between  the  EtiphraUs  ^nd  thR'Me- 
diterraman.  Eaftivard,  foiithward,  and  northward,  it 
muft  aHb  havie  eJctended  its  name  Whiii"e-ever  its  monardw 
had  cfbbliflied  theiiifelveS  by  the  fortune  of  their  arms  (B). 

I^ 
*  See  Tol.  i.  f.  368.  «>  Ibid.  p.  ^jj. 


(A)  Bochart{x)d\m^i\Lt 
Jffyrians  into  two  forts,  thofe 
prdpcrly  fo  caHfed,  beydnd  the 
fj^,  and  derived  from -^r, 
and  tho6  on  tKis  fide  the  Ew 
fbrattii   who    derived    their 
name  from  TJf  Sur^  or  Tyrt^ 
(2),    by  means  of  an  Article 
prefixed  thereto/asinQ^'lflfrT 
Hajfitrim  i  but,  whatever  there 
may  really  be  in  this,  it  will, 
ftpbn  examination,  be  thogght 
tb  be  of  no  great  weight.  The 
flefcent  of  the  two  nations  is  To 
aHTerent,  the  one  from  J/^ur. 
th^   other   from   Aram,  ^nd 
^  their  diftance  from  each  dther 
fo  wide,  that  we  can  never  think 
fo  flight  an  accident  as  an  arti- 
cle  prefixed  to  Sur^   fhoajd 
caufe  the  potent  and  antient  na- 


tion of  the  ^ArtmUes  or  ^- 
rians  to  be  called  by  all  the 
h^tioils  arbuhd  ^tAffyndns  i 
iktad  particularly  when  there  it 
fo  hiuch  to  be  fidd  agabft  it  as 
may  be  found  in  the  next  note* 
(B)  Whire-ever   this   ino- 
narchy  Extended  itfelf,  it  is 
apparent,  that  it  extended  its 
name  together  with  its  domi- 
nion :  fo  Mefopotamia,  the  A- 
ram  Naharaim  of  tTie  Jinutjfi 
writers,    is  iaid    (3)   to  have 
been  called  the  MidAJfyriai 
and  fb  alfo  Ballon  and  Ci^t* 
dea  wei-e  reckonfcd  to  Be  a  piat 
of  that  country  {4),  as  wdl'aa 
the  refl,  we  may  fuppofe,  that 
owned  fubjedion  to  the  kings 
oi  Nine<vib,    in  conformity 
(0  thisi  wt  are  told  by  trogm 


^fn.exped.  /.  vii. /,  ^sj. 


{%)S*evdl»iup.  322.  (5}  Ar^ 

(4)  AmmioH,  MdreeL  L  xkifi.  c« 
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C.  VIII.        ne  Hiftory  1/  the  Aflyrians. 

If  we  confidcr  the  mornxohy  oi  /Iffyria  geographically, 
it  comprifcd  fcveral  countries,  which  we  have  already  die- 
fcribed  ;  and  others,  which  we  fliall  hereafter  defcribc  in 
their  proper  places.  It  is  not  therefore  our  defign  to  give 
here  a  dcfcription  of  the  monarchy  or  empire  of  Affyria^ 
but  to  confine  ourfelves  to  the  Proper  Jffyriay  s^teMj 
to  the  method  we  have  hitherto  purfued*A 

This  country  was  bounded,  according  to  Ptekmy^  on 
^  the  north  by  pari:  of  Jrmsniat  and  mount  Niphatts  s  on  the 
weft  by  the  Tigris  ;  on  the  fouth  by  Sufiana ;  and,  on 
the  eaft,  by  part  of  Media y  and  the  ntountains  Cboatra 
and  Zagros.  The  country  within  tbefe  limits  is,  by  fome 
of  the  antfents,  called  Adiabene  »  (C),  and,  by  others  ^, 

with^ 


»4« 


aPLlK.  l.v.   C.  \Z. 
BO,  1.  xvi.  fab  init. 


Ammiah.  ].  zxiii.  c.  20. 


*»  Stra- 


Pompeius  (5),  that  the  Afy^ 
riam,  by  contrailion,  came  to 
be  called  Syrians.  It  was  the 
firft  great  monarchy,  and  its 
name  grew  venirrable  in  pro- 
cefi  of  time,  even  to  thpfe  wiip 
bad  fgrmerhr  fuffcred  by  its 
power ;  and  hejncc,  out  of  va- 
jaity,  or  from  a  loog  fettled  cu- 
Jftom,  the  iwtiQns  round  abojat 
affeOed  jto  call  themfelves  A/- 
J^ansi  oTvcIft  others  affeaed 
to  call  them  fo^  qt,  thirdly, 
they  may  have  bee^  com- 
manded £3  to  deaoimnate  them- 
ielvts  by  jiie  cpn^uejor.  To 
,dl0ni{s  thi3,  we  would  take 
jQQU'ee,  there  feems  to  be  no- 
4uDg  more  uncertaia  thanwhat 
the  Greih  and  Latins  mean  by 
^yria^iJJyri^n^,  they  are 
of  jfoch  compriihciifive  latitude 
with  theie  writers,  as  to  tak^ 
in  all  the  country  and  people 
between  the  Meditirran^an  on 


the  weft,  and  the  river  Indus 
OH  the  eaft. 

(C)  " 

been  1 
name 
Pliny 
counti 
forme 
the  i^ 
celHnu 
tSie  i\ 
the  C( 
\Adiah 
opinic 
the  ( 
tranfi^ 

cau/e 

make       ^^  ■     ■   , 

pafs  (13;.  Thus  is  it  alfo 
that  Sutdas  (14)  accounts  fbr 
this  name ;  to  which  he  adds 
/abuipQily;  that  he^e  is  the 
mouth  xAA^vernus^  whichfends 


U)  Jaft.  I  i.  c.  a.    Su  vol  vL  p.  a54« 
rn;  mijup.  {l^)  Ibid- 

7.  iv.  c.  19.  (i^)  Mwcm,  AjiMfiivH' 


(10)  I^»  nfit'  L  ▼.  e\  12. 
(IZ)  ^w.  Bochart.  Fhaleg: 
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with  the  tranfmutation  of  one  letter,  as  Dio  Cajfms  ob- 
fcrves,  Aturiaj  or  Jtyria  ^  (D).'  It  is  divided  by  Ptole^ 
my  into  the  following  provinces  or  difirids,  Cahchene  or 
Calactne^  Arrapachitis^  Adiaheniy  Arbilitis^  Jpollomatis^ 

,  Sittacene^  and  Chalonitis  *^.  Calachene  was  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  mountains  of  Armenia  and  Arrapachitis  ; 
on  the  weft  by  the  Tigris ;  on  the  eaft  by  the  Lycus ; 
and,  on  the  fouth,  by  Adiabene.  It  contained  the  fol- 
lowing cities,  Mardty  Calajh^  Bejfara^  Refen:  Calajhy 
built  by  AJbur^  as  we  read  in  holy  Avrit  S  gave  name  to 
the  whole  province.     Bochart  takes  this  to  be  the  fam« 

!  city  with  Halahy  where  the  king  of  AJfyria  placed  the 
captive  Ifraelites  ^,     It  flood  probably  upon  or  near  the 

•  Tigris ;  for,  of  the  two  other  cities,  which  were  built 
by  the  fame  perfon,  and  at  the  fame  time,  vi%,  Nineveh 
and  Refeuy   the   former,    we  know  for  certain,  flood 


«  Dig  in  Trajan. 


c.x.  ver;  11. 


^  Ptol.  1.  vi^c.  I. 
z  Kings  c.  xvii.  ver.  6. 


cGcn. 


vapour, 
lay  take 

it,  but 
mhappy 
Lt  hence 
heniy  or 
er  other 

the  de- 
ne (15), 

an^- 
n,  form- 

onn, 

or  3^^in»  Hadjah^  or  Hadyat^ 
88  it  is  called  by  the  Talmudifls, 
and  the  Cbaldte  interpreter; 
as  alfo  Jija^^^TT?  Hadjaba,  or 
Hadjava  ;  whence  he  deduces 
(17)  Ammianus  Marcellinus's 
{18)  Adiavena^  which  whence 
it  became   the  n^me  of  this 


extended  itfelf  over  the  whole ; 
and,  according  to  Bochart  (19), 
was  a  name  fynonymous  with 
AJJyriay  alloTVinjg;  only  for  the 
difference  of  dialeft ;  the  ibr- 
nier  being  the  Hebrew^  and 
"the  other  the  Chaldee  way  of 
writitig  this  name  ;  the  Chal^ 
dees  conftantly  converting  the 
Hebrew  ^ fin  into  the  fS  taui 
fo  that  what  the  Hebrews  pro- 
nounce AJJyria ,  they  pro- 
nounce Atyria,.  Whatever  there 
may  be  in  this,  the  Greeks 
plainly  took  Aturia^  or  Atyria^ 
to  be  no  more  than  a  province 
or  diftrift  of  AJfyria.  Strabo 
(20)  divides  Aturia  from  Ar- 
belitis  by  the  river  Lycus  i 
whence  it  is  plain  it  was  by 
lie  Greeks  reckoned  as  a  part 
nly  of  this  country,  however 
be  name  may  have  been  com- 
ion  to  all  of  it. 


.  m.  -f.  17. 
(18)  Uhifup. 


(16)  Pba- 
(19;  Pba- 


upon 
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upon  or  near  that  river  5  and  that^the  latter  had  the  like 
iituation,  is  highly  probable,  fmcc  it  is  placed  by  Mefts 
between  Nineveh  and  Calach^  or  Calah  g.  Bochart  con- 
jeftures  Rejen  to  be  thtLariJfa  oi  Xewphoriy  which,  ac- 
cording to  that  hiftorian,  ftood  near  the  Tigrh^  had  been 
formerly  a  great  city,  and  inhabited  by  the  Medes  j  but 
was  then  quite  deftitutc  of  inhabitants,  arid  lay  in  ruins  \ 
Of  Marde  and  Bi/f^ra  we  know  nothing'  befidcs  their 
names. 

Arrapachitis,  the  moft  northern  province  of  Jf- 
fyrioy  is  only  mentioned  by  Ptolemy ;  and  the  towns  he 
places  in  it,  are  to  us,  and  feem  to  have  been  in  like  man- 
ner to  the  antient  geographers,  utterly  unknown.  This 
country  was  watered,  according  to' Ptolemfy  by  the 
Gyndes, 

A  Di  A  BENE  was  the  chief  province  of  AJfyria^  and 
fometimes  gave  its  name  to  the  whole  country,  as  we 
have  obferved  above.  It  was  fo  called,  accoiding  to  Am- 
manus ',  as  we  have  already  obferved,  from  the  two  ri- 
vers Diaba  and  Adiaba.  Ptolemy  and  Ammianus  ^  place 
Ninus  or  Nineveh^  Gaugamela^  2ind  Arbela,  in  this  prp- 
vince ;  and  with  them  Strabo  agrees ;  for,  though  he 
places  Ninus  and  Gaugamela  in  Aturia^  and  Arbela  in  a 
diftrift  of  its  own  name,  yet  he  makes  both  AturiaznA 
Arbelis  parts  of  Adiabene  ^  Pliny  too  calls  Arbelis  part 
of  Adiabene  "^ :  fo  that  this  province  had  Calachene  to  the 
north,  the  Tigris  to  the  weft,  Apolloniatis  to  the  eaft,  and 
Sittacene  to  the  fouth.  Stephanus  and  Tzetzes  »  confound 
Adiabene  with  Mefopoiamia.  In  this  part  of  AJfyria^  and 
near  or  upon  the  Tigris^  ftood  the  famous  and  fe  much  ce- 
lebrated city  of  Ninus^  as  the  profane  writers  call  itj  or 
Nineveh^  as  it  is  ftiled  in  holy  writ.  It  was  founded  by 
A/bur^  as  we  have  hinted  above,  and  fhall  have  occafiori 
to  relate  anon.  The  extent  and  greatnefs  of  thi§  city  is 
fuffi.iently  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Jonah  o.  Straba  al- 
lows it  to  have  been  much  greater  than  Babylm  P  ;  an4 
jpiodorus  Siculus  tells  liS,  that  it  was  480  ftades  In  circum- 
ference, or  47  miles,  and  that  it  was  furrounded  with  lofty 
walls,  and  towers  5  the  former  being  200  feet  in.  height, 
aodfo  very  broad,  that  three  chariots  might  drive  on  them  .  » 

«  Geq.  x;-i2.  ^  Xekoph.  exped.  Cyr!  Min.  1.  ii^ 

p.  tiz.    ^         -^  Ammian.  1  xxiii.c.2?o.  ^Idem       , 

ibid.  J  Strab.  1.  xvi.  fub  mit;  '  •  Pli».  1.  vt 

c.  13,  n  TzBTz.  LYcoj»Hr  Alexand*  ad  vcr.  704. 

-^  Jonafr,  c.  iii.  vcr.  3.  *  p  Stra^,  1.  xVi. 

V.      R3     '  -  abrcafti 
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abreaft ;  and  the  latter  200  feet  in  height,  and  1500  In 
number^.  That  hiftorian  was  certainly  miftakenj  or  ra- 
ther hi«  tranfcribers,  in  placing  Ntmvih  oft  the  Euphrates  5 
fince  all  the  hiftorians,  as  weil  as  geographers,  who  fpeak 
of  that  cityi  tell  us  in  expreis  terms,  that  it  ftood  on  the 
Tigris  r.  It  was  ruined  by  the  MedeSy  as  had  been  fore- 
told by  the  prophet  Nabum  « ;  for  Strabo  tells  us  exprefly, 
that  Ninus\  upon  the  downfal  of  the  Syrian^  that  is,  the 
AJfyrian  empire,  was  utterly  ruined  *.  Salmafius  finds 
fault  with  Ptokmy  for  reckoning  it  among  the  cities  of 
AJfyria  that  were  ftill  (landing  in  his  time,  ,He  might  in 
like  manner  have  found,  fault  with  Tacitus  u  and  Ammi^ 
amis  V ;  for  they  both  fpeak  of  tlinus  as  ftill  a  city,  at  the 
time  they  wrote.  A  new  city  was,  no  doubt,  built  out  of  the 
ruins  of  the  antient,  which  bore  the  fame  name,  as  \t  hap* 
pened  to  Troy^  and  other  cities  without  nttmber.  In  Aturia^ 
that  is,  in  the  part  of  Adiabene  lying  between  the  Tigris 
and  the  Lycusy  was  the  town,  or  rather  the  village,  of 
Gangamila^  as  Arrtai$  ftiles  it  ^.  It  was  at  this  placf 
that  Alexander  gained  a  c<wnplete.^i£lory  over  Darius  J  j 
but  of  this  glory  it  was  robbed  by  the  neighbouring  city  of 
Arbek  *>  the  conqueror  choofing,  that  his  viflory  ihould 
be  rather  named  from  a  city  of  note,  than  from  an  ob« 
ifcure  vilhgc.  Arbela  ftood  in  the  fame  country,  600 
Aades  eaft  QfGaugameia  «. .  PJtolemy  places  it  on  the  nVer 
Caprus  ;  but  StrabUy  at  an  equal  diftance  from  that  river 
and  tlie  Lycus^  near  mount  Nicatorius  ^,  fo  called  by  Aiex^ 
ifntdity  from^fae  above-mentioned  vi<^ry.  It  b  called 
fi  village  both  by  Diodorus  Siculus  ^,  and  Curtius  ^  \  but 
Arrian  diftinguifties  it  with  the  name  of  a  city. «.  It 
fnuft  have  beeii  in  thofe  times  a  place  of  (bme  ftrength, 
>  fiace  Darius  kept  his  treafures  there  ^  From  this  village, 
pr  city,  the  neighbouring  country  was  called  Arbelis  and 
ArbelitisA  * 

.  ApoLJLONisAtis  hy  ezli  of  Adiabene y  and  was  fo  called 
from;it8  flletropolis  Apolhniay  which  is  placed  by  Ptolemy 
between  the  riirers  Gorgus  and  Silla.    Both  the  country 

.    ^  Diotti  Sit.  I.  ii.  c.  5.  '  IsiB.  Ptol.  Stbab. 

rtbid.;  .PliW.1.  ti.  c.  13.  &  HBiM:>t>Of .  1.  k  c.  193V.  &  1.  li. 

*c.  150.  •  Nahum,  c.  iii.  pcrtotum.  '  STRAB.ib. 

«  Tacit.  1.  xii.  c   i^.  '^  Ammian.  L  xziil.  c  20. 

*  Arrian.  I.  vi.  p.  399.  y  Strab.  ib.  &  Arriak* 

'       t  lii  p,  ^7^  «  Arr^aii.  ib,  &  1.  vi.  p,  599.        *  Idem 

jbid.  ,       \       *>&rRAB.  ib.  « DioD.  SieuL.l.JCvii, 

^-  53-  ?.  Curt-  i-  iv^  c.  9.  e  AiiUAib. 

^'*^Jfd«99-  Ud.l.iii.p.  193. 

and 
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aad  the  town  are  meiationed  by  Pq(ybius%^  ^d  SHphanHs^ 
who  reckons  Apollonia  the  twentieth  town  bctwcw  -&^-? 
^/i  and  Sufa.  Jrtemiaj  calkd  by  Strqie  a  city  qf  greaj 
note,  flood  in  the  fame  province,  500  fta^C3  caft  of  5<- 
leucia  ^.  It  is  mentioned  by  Tacitus  *,  Ifidarmt  Charaar 
nus  ^^  Stephanus^  Pliny  *>  Pulmy^  &c,  Ifi^oruf  places 
it  on  the  river  SiLla.  Pliny  was  certainly  miftak^ea  in  rcc^r 
koning  ic  amon^  the  towns  of  Me/c^amia  '?.  Both  thiy 
city  and  JpoUonta  were,  without  all  doubt,  qf  Greei  prir 
gin,  as  is  m^ifeft  from  their  nam^s.     The  other  cities  / 

placed  by  Ptolemy  in  this  trail  were  Charracbarta^  Thhur 
ra^  Arrapa^  &c.  but  we  find  no  mention  made  of  them 
by  other  writers. 

SiTTACENE,  or  Sitacene^  lay  fouth  of -^//w/W/x,  and 
had  Sittace  for  its  metropolis.  Sittacene  and  Apqllofiiatis 
were,  according  to  Strabo  »,  but  different  names  of  onp 
and  the  fame  province ;  and  Pliny  extends  the  naoxi^  0^ 
Sittacene  to  Jrhelis  an4  Palajline  «>.  There  is  foi^e  dis- 
agreement among  authors  concerning  the  fituadoq  of  the 
city  of  Sittacene.  Ptolemy  and  Pliny  place  M  ?t  a  gsi*^ 
diitance  from  the  Tigris  \  but  XenqfbQn^  wl^o  travelled  all 
over  that  country,  and  fiad  been  hiffifelf  at  Sittncen$^  teUs 
lis  in  expreA  terms,  that  the  great  and  populous  city  Uiu 
tacene  ftood  only  at  the  diflance  of  15  fta^es  jvom  th« 
Tigris  P.  The  i)|her  cities  ia  ibis  province  are  utteriv  - 
unknown. 

Chalons^ IS  was  the  moft  fc»itherly  province  of  aH 
AJfyria.  in  this  Dirt  of -^ri 
and  Cteftphon.  All  we  Icnow 
name  to  tfee  province  ^.  f^teft 
Kttlp  below  Seleucioj  and  on  t 
came,  ir?  procefs  of  tiirie,  the 
.empire,  a$  WP  fk^W  fee  in  t}ie  d 
Jemy  mentions  ieveifal  other  ci 
^ne  that  def^rve  p^ticular  notice. 

This  coi^n^y  lay  between  the  33d  9nd  39th  degrees 
pi  Tkf^x^  latiti^.e,  apd  miA^  in  its  b»pp]i  times  have  been 

•  PoLYB.  1.  V.  c.  43.  &  551.  ^  Stra?P^  1.  ?cyit 

p.  512.  'Tacit.  I.vi.c.  ^i.  >«  Jsidor.  Cha- 

KAC.  p.  J.  >  Plin.  1.  vi:  c.  26.  ^  PLiji.  ib, 

"STRAto.l.  XV.  p.  50J.  *>Pmn.1.  vl.c.  27.  P  Xe- 

NOPH.  Arabic.  1.  ii.  p.  167.  edit.  Steph.  «Isidc^r. 

Char.  p.  5. 
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a  land  of  plenty  (£) ;  but  has,  altnoft  ever  (ince  the  fall  of 
its  empire,  beea  decaying  ;  a  misfortune  which  has  been 
particularly  incident  to  it,  by  the  very  nature  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  which  has,  at  times,  made  it  the  feat  of  war  between 
potent  empires  and  nations  ;  and  it  is  now  become  a  wiN 
dornefs,  a  defert,  excepting  fome  little  land  that  may  be 
cultivated  about  the  few  and  inconfiderable  towns  which 
(land  within  its  borders  c,  fo  that  there  is  but  little  to  be 
faid  of  its  produSions  and  properties. 

Among  the  rivers  of  JJ/yria^  we  may  juftly  reckon  the 
Tiiris  (F),  not  only  becaufe  it  bathed  ail  the  weftern 

Ikirts 

«  Rauwolf's  trav.  part  ii.  c.  9. 


(E)  A  land  of  plenty  and 
pleafure  it  muft  undoubtedly 
have  been  ;  but  this  may  not 
liave  been  the  country  defig- 
nated    in  Scripture  (6)  by  a 
Jarni    of  com    and   ivine^   a 
land  of  brtad  and  vineyards^ 
'^a    land  of  oil-olive^    and  of 
■honey f  as  Bochart  thinks   (7), 
.und   Rawwolf  (8)  ;  for   Rab- 
fbakih^^  words,  who  ipeal^s  of 
this   (9),  may  be   underftood 
of  fome  of  the  new-conquered 
provinces  of  Ajfyria^  and  not 
of  AjTyrta  itfelf,  properly  fo 
called ;  fo  that  this  does  not 
amount  to  a  pofitive  proof  of 
what  is  aiferted  concerning  the 
fertility  and  amenity  of  the 
Proper  Affyria  i  though  indeed 
-it  muft  beconfefTed  to  be  a  very 
ftrong  circumftance  to  make  us 
believe  it  was  no-ways  inferior 
to  the  country  or  ©ountries  in- 
tended by  the  text  above.    We 
may  eafily  conceive  the  con* 
queror  would  have  .feized  on 
the  beft  fpr  himfelf,  and  not 
have  bellowed  it  on  the  foreign 


captives  he  made  and  trans- 
planted. 

(F)  Said  to  have  borrowed 
this  name  from  the  number  of 
tygers  on  its  banks ;  and  the 
rather,  as  there  are  two  other 
rivers  in  this  country,  the  Ly- 
cus  and  Caprus,  which  feem  to 
borrow   their  names  from  a 
caufe  of  the  fame  nature,  the 
one  being  denominated  from  a 
wolf,  the  other  from  a  goat 
(25) :  others  derive  it  from  a 
Perfian  word,   fignifying    att 
arrow  (z6) ;  by  this,  and  the 
former,    importing    it  to  be 
rapid  and  violent  in  its  courfe. 
But  this    is  contradided  by 
Fietro  de  la  ValU  (27),  who 
fays  it  is  a  flower  dream  than 
the  Euphrates  ;    and  nevenot 
(28)   feems  to  aflign  a  reafon 
why  the  Tigris  fhould  not  be 
fo  very  fwift,  faying,  it  is  not 
only  very  crooked,  and  full  of 
meanders,  but  alfo  choaked  up 
with  iflands,  and  great  banks  of 
ftone.  Bochart  derives  it  from 
its  old  Hebrew  name  Hiddekel  i 


*   (6)  1  kings  xyiii.  32,         *       (j)  Pbaleg.  /,  iv.  c.  19. 
his  tra-oeis,  part  ii,   e,  9.  (9)  2  Kitigt  uhi  fup. 

Cellar, vbijup.     .  {26)  Fid,  Gregor,  fofihum,  f>.  iZ^, 

fis  travel**  (a8)  h  his  travel^,  fart  ii.  *.  13. 


(15)  >^^« 

and 
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fktrtsof  thistountry,  but  alfo  becaufe  all  the  other  rivers 
of  this  kingdom  fell  into  this ;  as  alfo,  becaufe  the  great 
cities  of  this  kingdom  **,  Ninevah,  Ctefiphon^  and  Others* 
'were  fituated  thereon.  The  other  rivers  of  lefs  note  were, 
the  Lycus^  the  Caprus,  and  the  Gorgus  (I),  at  almoft  an 

equal 

^  Vid.  Cellars  geogr.  antiq.  torn.  ii.  I.  lii.  c.  17. 
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and  the  Arahs^  at  prefent 
call  it  Dijku.  The  inhabitants 
hereabouts  call  it  Hiidekel  to 
this  day  (29). 

(I)  The  Lycus  and  the  Ca- 
prusy  according  to  Bochart 
(30),  are  the  two  ri*  ers  Diaha 
and  Adiaha^  or  Dia'va  and 
Aiiava.  M3'T  Dia'va,  he 
obferves,  is  lupusy  or  lupinus, 
wolf,  or  wolfiih;J<a*T  dt'va 
being  ChaUeeior  a  wolf;  and 
hence  he  derives  tht^Greik 
Lyeujf  which  lignifies  the  fame. 
Haidaba,  the  name  of  the  other, 
he  derives,  or  at  ieafi:  is  ready 
(o  to  do,  from  an  Arabic  word 
£gnifying  fwift ;  but  this  is  a 
moft  obfcurc  point ;  and  there- 
fore we  proceed  to  take  no-^ 
dee,  that  thefe  two  rivers  are 
now  called,  or  fuppofed  to  be 
fo,  the  great  Zab  and  little 
Zab.  According  to  Bochart 
(31),  this,  latter  name  is  tor- 
rapted  from  Diaba,  or  derived 
from  the  Hebrew  3KT  xeeb^ 
which  diffirr  but  in  dialed. 
Tbevenot  (32)  calls  thefe  ri- 
vers Zarbf  but  fpeaks  as  of 
but  one,  which  he  faw  fall 
into  the  Tigris  ;  he.  calb  it  a 
lai^e.  river,  makes  it  above 
half  as  broad  as  the  Tigris, 
and. obferves   that  it  is  very 


rapid,  that  its  water  is  whitifli, 
and  very  cold ;  which  he  would 
feemingly  account  for  by  its 
falling  from  the  mountains  of  ■ 
Curdiftan,  and  being  merely 
fnow-water.  This  agrees  very 
well  with  Bockart*z  thoughts 
of  the  fmaller  of  the  two  ri- 
vers above,  the  Adiaba,  which 
he  would  have  to  derive  its 
name  from  the  fwiftnefs  of  its 
courfe ;  but,  for  dimen^on, 
might,  one  would  think,  bet- 
ter agree  with  the  larger.  And 
here,  by  the  way,  our  tra- 
veller illuftrates,  in  fome  fort, 
a  pafTage  in  the  Nubian  geo- 
grapher (33),  who,    as  he  is 


i'fi 


tranflated,  fays,  the  two  Zabs 
arc  great  rivers ;  and,  when 
united,  equal  to  above  one 
half  of  the  Tigris  ;  though  he 
fays  a  little  before,  their  mouths 
were  iixand-thirty  miles  fronn 
each  other.  It  is  a&ed,  how 
in  this  cafe  thefe  two  rivers 
ever  (hould  unite ;  and  whether 
or  no  the  true  meaning  might 
not  be,  that  both  together 
would  be  above  one  half  of  the 
Tigris,  or  fill  the  fame  river 
•  one  half  fuller  than  it  would 
be  without  them.  The<venot 
feemt  to  anfwer  this  queflion 
by  affirming  they  do. 


(*9)  Jtauwoif^s  travehy  part  ii.  c,  9, 
^31)  Rid,  .     X  ^   ,. 

(33)  Clim,  iv.  pan  xU 


.  ^,  .  -'  r y  (30)  Pbaleg,  uhi  Jup. 

(yi)  Ibid,  (3a)  In  bit  travels  to  the  Lii^ant^  part  ii.  chap,  13. 
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equal  diSance  from  each  other^  and  fuppofec«  to  have  beea 
a!J  between  the  two  cities  of  Ninus  or  Nineveh  and  $e^ 
leucia. 

Concerning  the  natural  and  artificial  rarities  of  this 
once  famous  land,  we  find  nothing  worthy  of  notice  s  a|id 
therefore  (hall  clofe  this  fe<^ion.  , 


SECT.    IL 


Of  the  Antiquity^   Government^    LawSj   Religion^ 
Cuftoms^  Learnings  and  Trade^  of  the  Aflyrians. 

Jntiqmty.     jSSTRIJ,  which  ftands  the  foremoft  of  all  in  pro- 

,yi.  fane  accounts,  is  in  Scripture  the  fecond  moft  2iniXtnt 

kingdom  after  Bahel^  or  Babylon,     It  was  founder! 

by  AJhur^  and  not  by  Nimrody  as  fome  have  contended 

^K),  who  embrace  the  Ctefian  fyftem  ;  and  was  in  thp 

beginning 


Socbart  (34)  alfo  fecms  to 
think  the  Gorgus  and  the  Ca- 
frm  are  two  names  in  Ptoltmy 
for  one  and  the  famq  river ; 
and  particularly,  becaufe  he 
finds  none  but  tM  two  above^ 
mentioned  elf^where  ;  but  De 
IJfie*^  maps  have  three,  one  to 
the  northward  of  the  two  Zabs^ 
which  is  the  weftermpft  of  the 
three,  and  therein  diners  from 
Ptolimfs,  which  make  the 
X?flrp«i^  the  eaftermoft ;  we  leave 
t]>e  reader  to  take  his  choice. 
Hardouin  would  have  this  ri- 
ver to  be  the  Zerben  pf  Pliny 
^3j).  QtUarius  (|6)  lpK>W3 
pot  what  to  f^y  to  it,  obftrving 
only  that  j:'^^}/^  \^Vehpf\vM^ 
jnjght  have  t;emptefi  BocM^rt 
to  think  ix  the  faQite  with  his 
Adiaba^  which  he  would  have 
to  be  denominated  from  its 
fwiftfiefs* 

(K)  The  text  (37),  which 


mentions  the  firll  foundation 
of  this  kingdom,  is  varioufly 
interpreted;  either.  Out  fffthai 
land  nvent  forth  Afhur,  and 
builded  Nineveh,  as  it  |buids 
in  our  Bibles,  as  wdl  as  in  the 
beft  verfions  of  the  Greek,,  the 
old  Latin,  and  die  Dutch  ;  or. 
He  [meaning  Nimrod]  iment 
out  into  Aflur,  and  buiUed  Nir^ 
neveh ;  as  it  ftaidsin  the  SEUUTt- 
gin  of  our  Bibles,  and  as  it  k 
traailated  by  Vatabius,  Junius, 
Bochart ,  Cocceius ,  Sehata^ , 
Htidegger,  Spanbeim,  and  Le 
Clert.  Now  ^le  whole  of  the 
controverfy  (3S)  turns  upon 
this,  whether  the  word  Afi^uf, 
in  the  text,  iignifies  the  foa  ef 
^hem,  or  whether  it  fignito 
the  coiwtry  of  JJfyria  ;  te 
both  ways  it  is  often  afiiiQied  in 
Scripture.  Tho&  who  are 
for  the  laft  interpcetatiop,  ace 
judged  to  force  the  text,  being 


(?4)  Ubifftp.  (js)  Hifi»  ngtw.  I.  yi.  c.  a6. 

graph,  ar.tiq,  vol  li.  /.  iii.  c,  17,  (37)  Cenef,K.»  II. 

Perixtn,  origin,  Babylon,  c*  4.^.  39,  * 


{36)  Geor^ 

oUiged 
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beginning  a  kiogdom    diUinA  from  Babylon^   though  ta 
proceiis  of  time  they  coalefced  into  one,  in  confequence 

of 


^51; 


oWiged  to  fupply  a  defed  in 
the  Hebrew,  by  inferling  a 
particle^  [/»/o]  to  ferve  their 
purpofe ;  whuc  thofe  who  vin- 
dicate the  other,  follow  the  na- 
tural order  and  conftruftion  of 
the  words  of  the  original,  as 
they  ftand.  But,  not  to  dwell 
jod  thefe  grammatical  niceties, 
we  choole  to  recur  to  fuch  ar- 
guments as  may  be  reafonably 
offered  to  fet  this  matter  in  a 
clear  light. 

It  is  on  all  hands  allowed, 
that  the  land  of  4fifur^  or  -^- 
J^ria,  derived  its  name  from 
-4j&«r  the  fon  of  SJbem ;  and, 
according  to  what  we  jead  in 
Scripture  {39),  it  muft  have 
been  he  that  went  out  of  the 
land  of  Sbhar,  where  all  the 
dependents  of  Noab  were  at 
I  the  time  of  the  difperfion,  in 
order  to  plant  or  take  poffeffioft 
of  the  country  liiice  catted  by 
his  name  5  and  can  any  thing 
he  more  natural,  than  to  fap* 
pofe,  that  the  text  before  uft 
18  meant  t>f  this  migration  of 
his  ?  And-who  fo  likely  ^o  hav« 
fonnded  Mineveby  and  the  othe# 
cities,  as  himfcM^?  eaicept  we 
can  imagine  it  likely,  that 
ifhnrod  made  a  conqnefl  of 
this  country  before  >j&«rliad 
wdl  fettled  himfelf  hi  it.  If 
this  had  been  t^  cafe,  the 
country,  it  is  likely,  would 
have  been  known  by  bis  name, 
rather  than  by  that  of  his 
great  uncle.  We  elfewhere 
l^Cr)  read,  indeed;  that  JJhur 


founded  Babel  i  but  no-whero 
is  »t  even  fuggeft<9d,  thacAT/isi^ 
r<7^weat  vaXoAfjriaf  and  &und< 
ed  Hfneveh, 

It  is  objeded  as  an  improba- 
bility, that  Mo/ej  (hould  intro- 
duce a  paiTage  relating  to  a 
branch  of  Sbem,  when  he  was 
profeffedly  writing  about  that' 
of  Ham  ;  but  this  is  frivolous. 
Parenthefes  of  this  fort  are 
common  enough  in  Scripture  $ 
as  in  that  concerning  Mephibe^ 
flf^b  (41),  and  in  that  con* 
cerning  Hiram* $  fleet  (42)  if- 
troditf:ed  in  the  midft  of  an^ 
other  difcourfe.  A  late  author 
(43)  affirms,  the  Scripture  ex- 
prefly  calls  the  land  0/ Affyria, 
the  land  of  Nimrod.  Bocbart 
ihewed  him  the  way,  aed  this 
would  go  hard  againA  us,  if 
the  thing  were  really  fo  ;  tho% 
if  it  was  truly  the  cafe,  we 
might  cite  the  text  in  Ifaiab 
in  the  note  above,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  text  in  Micuh^, 
which  feems  to  favour  this  no- 
tion. Mienh  expreifes  himfelf 
thus  (44),  neyflwtlnvafit  tbt 
land  ofAKytiXL  nvitb  tbefaoorel^ 
and  the  land  tf  Nimrod  in  the 
entrance  thereof,^  thisthe  land 
t)f  Nimrod  H^ms  to  be  quite 
difBhgniihed  from  the  land  of 
Aflyria :  fo  fer  is  this  text,  ^ 
pretended,  Irom  proving  riiey 
are  but  one  and  the  feme  ;  for 
the  and  is  fomctimes  taken 
disjtm^ively ;  but  in  the  paf- 
fage  before  us  nothing  requires 
,it.     Several    cxpofitors  (45), 


T42}  tKb^tx, 


(40)  Ifai,  xxiii.  13.  (41}  %Sam,  iv.4. 

(4^  Bedford,  in  bis  Script »  cbron,  <feiW^r.*/w»773» 
(43)  reyivm,  ubijup^f.  47, 

both 
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of  mutual  conquefts.  JJhur  departed  from  the  laud  of 
Shinar »  upon  Nimrod^s  ufurpation,  and  built  Nineveh ^ 
and  other  cities,  as  Rehoboth^  Cala^  and  Refen  j  m  ^  Ni^ 
neveh  it  is  likely  he  refided,  and  thus  ere£led  a  nevir  king- 
dom, which,  borrowing  his  name,  was  called  JJhur^  op 
JJfyria,  We  have  nothing,  therefore,  to  objeft  again  ft 
the  antiquity  of  the  AJfyr'tan  kingdom,  even  as  delivered 
by  Ctejias.  But  we  mufl  make  a  wide  diffindlion  between 
this  fimple  kingdom,  and  the  grand  monarchy  which 
reared  its  head  many  ages  afterwards,  and  that,  for  reafons 
to  be  found  in  the  enfuing  fediion. 

B£iNG  fo  deftitute  as  we  are  cf  fufficient  authorities, 
we  can  fay  nothing  in  particular  of  the  government  of 
this  people,  except  what  may  be  gathered  from  the  con- 
duit and  deportment  of  their  princes,  in  the  v^ry  httlt  we 
have  of  their  hiftory.  That  they  were  a  fmall  kingdom 
under  hereditary  chiefs  for  niany  ages,  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
no  more  than  that  their  government  was  very  fimple^  in  , 
conformity  to  what  has  been  obferved  and  related  of  their 
neighbours  the  Syrians  &nd  Mejipcfamians  (L).     When> 

^  "  in 


*  Genef.  x.  lo. 


^Ibid.  ver.  ii. 


both  Je'w'tjh  and  Chrifiian, 
underfUfid  thereby  the  awo 
countries  of /^rw  and -Bai^- 
ion^  w)tich  were, both  united 
in  the  4ffyrian  ^lonarchy  about 
the  time  of  thiis  prophecy ;  for 
Manajfeh^  the  fpn  of  He^e- 
kiab^  under  whom  Micab  flou- 
rilhed,  was  carried  away  cap- 
tive to  Babylon  by  the  army 
of  AJfyria^  when  Efarbaiden 
was  king  both  of  Affyria  and 
"Babylon^  as  will  be  feen  in  the 
courfe  of  this  hiftory. 

The  author  (46)  we  have 
been  contending  with,  refolv- 
ing  to  wreft  the  thing  his  own 
way,  and  citing  the  text  in 
Ifaiab^  which  we  think  makes 
for  us,  viz.  Bebbldtbe  land  of 
Chaldasans ;  ibis  people  ivas  tut 


till  tbe  PiKyxizn  founded  it  fir 
tbem  tbat  dwell  in  tbe  nvilder- 
nefs  I  takes  the  liberty  of  in- 
ferting  the  word  Nimrod  after 
the^word  Affyrian,  diftinguifh- 
ing  it  by  an  Italic  letter,  and  a 
comma  after  it,  as  if  it  could  be 
a  part  of  the  text.  This  is  in- 
firely  inexcufable  inhim,whois 
quite  angry  (47)  with  Sir  ^^c 
Newton  for  a  little  prefumptive 
addition  of  the  fame  fort  (48). 
Sir  Ifaac  Newt  on  ^  indeed,  had 
^n  hypothecs  to  ferve,  and  fo 
has  our  author ;  fo  that  one 
would  have  thought  he  might 
have  overlooked  a  liberty  in 
Sir  Ifaac^  which  he  refolved 
to  take  hinifelf. 

(L)  There  is   a    difficulty 
which  offers  itfelf  vvith  regard 


(4.6)  Bedfard,  ubi  fup.  in  bis  preface  to  the  reader ^  p,  3, 
(48)  ht  his  chremU  of  ant »  kitigd,  amended,  p,  6S,  (^  217, 


(47)  Hid. 
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in  after- timeS)  they  rofe  up  to  the  fuhlimity  of  empire^ 
their  government  feems  to  have  been  truly  defpotic,  and 
the  empire  to  have  been  hereditary,  which  is  all  we  can 
fafely  fay  of  it.     ^' 

We  h*ve  nothing  to  build  upon,  or  to  fay  in  particular 

of  their  laws,  v   They  were  in  all  likelihood  few,  and  de-  Laws, 

pending  upon  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  prince;  for  thcfe 

emperors  aflFe<Sling  even  divine  honours,  as  will  be  feen 

in  their  hiftory,  and  fetting  themfelves  above  all  the  gods 

of  the  people  they  vanquifhed  p,  and  fometimes  requirmg, 

that  none  other  under  heaven  fhould  be  woribiped  but 

themfelves  %  and  even  prefuining  to  pafs  fentence  on  the 

whole  world  '  by    the  word   of  their  own  mouth  ;   it 

cannot  be  imagined   there  could  be  any  fettled  form  of 


P  2  Kings  xviit.  33,  &c.,      ^ 
ii*  yer.  2. 

to  Mifopotamia^  yi\i\^  feems 
to  have  been  very  early  united 
under  one  monarch,  and  to 
have  alFedUd  to  rule  over  its 
neigbbours  by  the  violent 
jneans  of  conquefl,  when  C«- 
Jhan'rifiathaim  came  over  the 
Euphrates*  and  made  conqueft 
of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  ex- 
ai£ting  from  them  tribute  for 
the '  fpace  of  eight  years. 
Who  this  Cujhan'rijhathaim 
was,  and  how  he  came  to  be 
fo  great  a  king  as  he  feems  to 
have  been  at  firft,  is  a  deep 
obfcurity.  Bat  by  the  Scri- 
pture (50),  it  appears,  this 
Me/ofotamian  kingdom,  as  for- 
midable as  it  may  have  been  at 
firft,  foon  mouldered  away, 
and  perhaps  became  excindl, 
by  the  fuccefTes  iyf  Otbniei 
againftlt  (51).  Le  Clerc  (52) 
obferves,  there  is  no  mention 
made  ofxkisCu/hanriJhatbaim, 
in  the  Oefian  feries  oUJ/ynan 


9  Judith  iii.  8. 


'  Ibid, 


kings ;  and  that,  accordmg  to 
Eu/ebius^s  computation ,  he 
fhould  have  been  cotemporary 
with  BelocbuSf  the  nineteenth 
AJfyrian  king  according  to 
him  (53);  and  though  Jofe- 
pbus  (54)  calls  him  Cbufarth 
king  of  AJfyria^  mifled  by  the 
Ctefian  hiftory,  he  does  not 
fee  why  we  fhould  depart  from 
Scripture  to  pin  our  faith  upon 
him.  It  is  impoflible  even  to 
fuppofe  fuch  an  inaccuracy  in 
the  Scriptures,  as  the  calling  of 
this  man  an  Ardmitt  of  Mffo' 
potamia^  if  he  had  been  an . 
AJfyrian,  AH  we  would  add 
is ,  that  this  Mefopotamian 
jcingdom  or  monarchy  was  but 
fhort-lived,  and,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, foon  broke  into  the  many 
petty  royalties  we  have  ob- 
fcrved  there,  in  the  preceding 
part  of  this  hiftory,  many  ages 
afcerwar<ds  (55). 


(50)  Jud.  Hi. 


(SI)  Rid. 


(5oj  -Jud.  hi.  (sij  dbsa.  (52;  Jn  : 

(53)  ^  the  feries  of  the  AJfyrian  kin^s  in  the  following  feHi 
tif'  Jud,  /.  V.  *.,3.  (35)  ^«  W.  \x,f<  30I, 


(52)  In  Judic,  cap,  Ui.  %. 
"  ?w»,         (54)  An^ 
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few  for  the  government  of  this  pcdpk,  except  we  fuppo/c 
their  kings  to  have  approached  fo  very  near  to  the  divinity 
they  wouW  have  impcrioufly  arrogated,  as  neyer  to  change, 
but  to  continue  always  the  fame,  which  cannot  be  fup^ 
pofed. 

JUUgioH.       We  are  alfo  pretty  much  in  the  dark  2S  to  their  reli- 
gion :  in  general  we  know  they  were  idolaters,  and  that 
Siey  had  their  idols   and  tefflples.     Nt/roch  is  likely  to 
have  been  their  principal  god,  at  leaft  at  one  time  ;  but 
SeUen  declares  '  he  knows  nothing  at  all  of  hkn  (M) ; 
and   therefore  any  inquiry  after  fo  palpaWe  an  obfcurity 
would  be  necdlefs.     Nergaiwzs  not  p'^operly,  it  /ccms, 
an  Affyrian  deity  :  Adratnelecb  may  perhaps  be  i^ropetXy 
termed  a  god  of  this  country,  and  is  (aid  to  have  ^eert 
reprefented  as  a  mule,  or  a  peacock'  (N)  :  AnameUch  (O)^ 
in  like  manner,  is  faid  to  have  iieea  feprefenixd   as  an 
horfe,  or  a  pheafant,  or  a  quail  ^ ;  but  thefe  are  all  rab* 
binical  dreams,  and  ought  to   be  looked   upon  as  fuch. 
For  this  fcBaU  part  (^  :thetr  jrek'gioh,  -and  faokeifatBg  more 
which  we  fiiall  recoile&^in  the  religion. of  Baifyhn^  which 
nray  have  been  the  very  lame,  we  ape  Midden  to  thte 
Scripture,  and   the  Jn»s :  the  reft  We   m«ft  more  im- 
mediately trace  out  elfewhere  %  and  accordingly  fook  back 
to  the  fupcrftitions  of  y  the  PhiHJt'mrSy  Syrians^  and  /%^r»- 
nicians* 

r  D«  diis  Syrls,  fynugm.  ii.  c  lo.  •  Vid.  eafxl.  3ri4, 

C.  9.  ^  Vid.  eund.  ibid. 


(M)  All  diat  can  poffibly  be  h»ve  oocafioa  to  (bew  tn  the 

iaid  of  him  is  mere  <iQaje£tu£e.  coude  of  this  hi  A(iry»  a«d  diat 

JBeyer  (56),  who   takes  upon  of    Babylon,    iHe  i?,  m  tte 

liira  CO  fupply,  in  this  refped,  St^ttu^nt^    eaUkd     Mtfmr^h 

what  is  wanting  in  Seldtn^  fup-  aod  Af^raah. 

pofcs  he  may  have  been  Saturn  (N)  Hence  ht  is  thonefat  tm 

or  Btius^  or,    with   Kirthtr  have  been  related  to  Jwto  {fi)^ 

(57),  that  he  was  r^prefenud  (O)   Both  AdrmmM;  Bad 

in  the  form  of  a  (hip,  in  re-  Amamelech    are    fuppofed    ti> 

membraace  of  the  arkj   bat  have  been  the  €HBewithJ£H 

this  is  mefe  ^cy,  as  we  fiudl  Ucb  (59). 

(s6)  In  additam,  Seld.  fyntagm,  n^  rtff.io.  {57)  U  p^mibs^ 

(58)  Beyer»  additam^  ubi  Jup^  c,  9.  (59)  SfJdtn  de  diis  Sjris, 
Bntagm^  ii.  c,  9. 

Dercbto, 
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Derceto  (P),  who,    according  to  Cujiai^^   muft 
have  been  an  Ajfyrian  deity^  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  the 
I^biUftine,  Dagon  5  but  we  have  denied  it  ^,  and  already 
given  the  reafons  for  our'  rejefting  this  notion  *  ;  and 
though  we  have  ventured  to  call  her  the  goddefs  of  Jfca^ 
Ion  y,  we  confidered  the  country  then  in  fubjeflion  to  the 
^Jfyriam.     Derceto^  as  the   Greeks   call  her   (what  her 
ajfyrian  name  may  have  been^  we  cannot  guefs),  is  plainly 
an  Ajfyrian  deity,  of  an  inferior  order,,  and  particularly 
in  futye^ioa  to  a  goddefs  our  author  ^  caiis  Venus ^  who 
liiay  havfe  been  the  ^rian  goddefs  2X  HierapoUs  *  ^  or  the 
Phoenician  Aftarte   on  mount  Jlphac  ^     Thus  we  con- 
jedlure ;  but  this  Ajfyrian  Venus  will  be  more  regularly 
ipoken  of,  when  we  are  to  treat  of  the  religion  of  Betby 
kuy  which  was  doubdefs   the  fame  whh  that  of  AJfyria^ 
being   derived  from  one  origin,  as  the  two  nations  were 
confidered  to  have  been  by  Ptolemy ^  who  calls  the  kinga 
of  Baiylon^  in  his  afironbmical  canon,    AJfyrians.     we 
ihall  tl^erefore  only  for  the  prefent  ob/erve,  that  the  AJfy^ 
riam^  and   Syrians^  paid  particular  devotion  to  fiflics, 
in  nmemory,  as  we  are  told,    of  the  goddefs  Derceto  of 
Afcalort^  who  was  wholly,  or  partly,  metamorphofed  into 
a  creature  of  that  fort  ^  \  and  that  they  honoured  Semi^ 
patnis  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  or  pigeon,  either  becaufc 
/he  was  nurfed  by  them  when  expofed  after  her  birth  ^, 
or  becaufe   they  attended. her  at  her  deaths  when  it  is 
fibled,  (he  was  changed  into  a  bird  of  that  fort  ^  \  which 
is  ail  we  can  fay  of  the  Ajfyrian  religion,  without  repeat- 
ing what  we  have  faid  before  ^. 

Their  cuftoms,  arts,  learning,  and  taade,  muft  ccr-  7'^,>  ^^^ 
tainly  have  differed  but  little,  if  at  all,  from  what  ^V\  fi^ms^arts 
be  found  of  the  fame  concerning  the  Babylonians  ',  fo  that  See. 

■  Apad  DioDOR.  Sic.  1.  ii.  ^  See  vol.  ii.  p.  222. 

*  Ibid,  in  the  notes.  y  Ibid,  in  the  text,  p.  223. 

^  «  DiODOR.  SicuL.  1.  ii.  •  See  vol.  ii.  p.  283. 

*>  Ibid.  p.  338,  note  (N).  «  Dioddr.  Sicul.  obi  {np^ 

^  See  vol.  ii.  p.  286.  *  Diodor.  Sicul.  ubi  fap^ 

<^  Idem  ibid.                   «  Idem  ibid.                  ^  See  vol.  ii.  p. 
285. 

(?)_She  is  called  by  other  farther  ef  her  till  we  come  tQ 

names,  as  Adergatls,  Jtarga-  treat  4)f  the  Bahj^loman  Ve^ 

fay  'At4tgatisy  and  the  hke  ;  Mm. 
bat  we  ihall  forbear  faying  any 

we 
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wc  fliall  fufpend  what  might  be  gathered  in  relation  there- 
to, till  we  come  to  the  Babylonian  affairs,  only  referring 
niir  /«»the  reader  back  to  the  language  of  Syria^  and  the  alpha- 
guage  and\y^i  of  the  Syrian  charader,  for  the  language  and  chara<9er 
alphabet.  ^  ^j^jg  people^  which  we  have  declared  to  have  been  the 
fanie  '\ 

SECT.    Ilf. 

Of  the  Assyrian  Chronology^  to  the  Fall  of  the 
Empire. 


w 


E  fliall  doubtlefs  be  excufed,  if  we  are  very  ample, 

and  even  difFufe,  in  our  refearches  after  the  Affyrian 

chronology,  it  being  notjonly  of  the  greateft  importance 

towards  the  fi:?cing  the  chronology  of  antient  kingdoms, 

but  alfo  for  vindicating  the  authority  of  Scripture,  which 

IS  quite  averfe  to  the  common  profane  account. 

fhe  caUfes     BuT  firft  we  would  premife,  that   the  caufes   which 

woby  the    may  have  induced  or  mifled   hiftorians  (o  to  err,  when 

antient      they  treat  of  the  antiquities  of  nations,  were  apparently 

profane  hi'  two,  ignorance  and  vanity.     Their  ignorance  mu&.  have 

fory  is  fo  principally  proceeded  from  the  lofs  of  records,  and   the 

monjiroujly  negleft  of  the  earlieft  peopl?  of  the  more  antient  nations, 

eorruptand^Q  keep  any  fort   of  regiffer  of  what  concerned  tbem» 

falfe^  in    'pj^g  world  was  peopled  by  fucceffion,  and  the  progrefs  of 

^  J  Af   w^^'^'^'  power,  and  learning,  was  gradual,  taking  rife  in 

l^'!  ^^"  the  more  early  parts  j  fo  that  nothing  is  more  natural  to 

^'^^^      'affert,  than  that  fome  nations  began  to  keep  records  before 

others  were  in  being. 

Some  natrons  there  were,  who  never  kept  any  records 
at  all,  as  may  have  been  the  cafe  of  the  Scythians^  and  as 
appears  by  their  contell  with  the  Egyptians  for  antiquity  ^  ; 
and  thofc  who  did,  could  not  poifibly  do  it  at  once,  or 
from  the  beginning,  for  want  of  letters,  and  other  mate- 
rial conveniences  ;  and  befides,  fuppofing  them  to  have 
been  ever  fo  early  in  a  condition  to  regifter  their  affairs, 
they  could  for  a  long  time  have  had  nothing  worth  pre- 
ferving,  and  much  lefs  reading.  The  firft  ages  mud 
have  been  employed  in  huibandry,  and  providing  for  th« 
tieceilities  of  life ;  inankind  increafing  into  multitudes, 
and  nations  growing  populous,  contefts,  it  is  likely,  arofa 
among  them  about  property  and  dominion  \  and  thefe 

*  See  vol. ii.  p.  293,  294.        ^  Jusx.l.  ii.c.  i. 

btoils 
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broils  may  for  ages  have  diverted  their  thoughts  from  any 
thing  clfc.  In  mort,  we  muft  fuppofe  the  world  to  have 
been  in  a  calm  of  peace,  and  fome  nations  to  have  made 
grc^t  progrefs  in  learnings  before  we  can,  with  any  reafon, 
fuppofe  any  hiftorical  monuments,  truly  fuch,  to  have 
been  taken  in  hand ;  and,  ere  this,  the  traditions  con- 
cerning the  origin  of  the  world,  and  the  rife  of  them- 
felves,  may  have  been  quite  perverted,  m-  totally  loft. 

But,  fuppofing  there  may  have  been  other  nations  be- 
fides  the  Jews^  who  had  preferved  their  primitive  tradi- 
tions intire,  they  may  have  peri&ed  by  various  means. 
Thefe  nations  may  have,  as  it  were,  become  extinS,  or 
their  records  may  have  been  dcftroyed  by  the  malice,  or, 
what  h  the  fame,  the  zeal  of  parties,  whether  religious 
or  civil.  Kings  have  been  known  to  deface  the  memory 
of  their  predeceffors,  that  they  might,  without  a  rival, 
be  admired  by  pofterity  ;  of  a  humour  with  that  Chine fe 
emperor,  who  reigned  about  209  years  before  Chrifl  ^  I 
or  perhaps,  to  eftablifh  an  aera,  as  Nabonajfar  P. 

Such  may  have  been  the  interruptions  of  the  regular 
defccnt  of  hiftory  to  us  ;  though  wars,  whether  foreign 
or  domeftic,  muft  have  been  more  particularly  fatal  to 
the  archives  of  all  nations  in  general.  It  has  been  almoft 
ever  the  policy  of  conquerors  to  deftroy  them,  to  oblite* 
rate  the  remembrance  of  what  the  vanquiflied  may  for- 
merly have  been  ;  as  alfo  to  remove  all  monuments, 
which,  by  the  fight  of  them,  might  excite  to  rebellion 
and  revolt.  Conquerors  alfo  there  have  been,  who  were 
moved  merely  by  ignorance  or  fuperftition  to  do  the  fame ; 
as  may  be  obferved  of  the  Mohammedans^  where- ever 
their  arms  have  prevailed.  And  though  it  may  be  faid, 
that  the  Romans  were,  in  this  refpeS,  favourable  to  the 
Greeks^  we  do  not  underftand,  that  thefe  laft  were  over 
and  above  indulgent  to  thofe  they  conquered,  the  Egy^ 
ptians  excepted,  whom  they  may  bave  fpared  for  the  fame 
reafons  they  themfelves  were  fpared  by  the  Romans  j  be- 
eaufe  they  beheld  them  as  their  mafters  in  literature, and 
knowlege. 

If  then  we  call  to  mind  the  many  revolutions  which 
every  nation  has  in  its  turn  undergone,  we  need  not 
wonder  why  the  antiquities  of  the  fcveral  parts  of  the 
world  are  fo  utterly  unknown,  ox\  what  is  next  of  kin 
to  it,  fo  deeply  involved  in  fable. 

^  Martin,  hill.  Sinic.  1.  vi.  p.  239.  Coupl.  tab.  diron. 
Sinic.  p.  17.  ^  SvNCELL.  p.  207. 

Vol,  IV.  S  The 
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The  Babylonians^  or  CfjaUeesj  are  aUow^  once  to 
have  had  a  regular  body  of  genuine  hiflory  fiom  the  ori- 
gin of  things,  and  by  the  fragments  of  it,  we  underftand 
it  to  have  been  agreeable  to  what  we  read  in  the  Mofaical 
writing?,  which  perhaps  may  have  been  taken  from  the 
Chaldeans^  from  whom  the  yews  were  defcended.  But 
this  Babylonian  account  has  been  long  fince  deftroyed,  and 
abfurd  traditions,  and  ridiculous  tales,  have  taken  its  place; 
which  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  we  are  aflfured  by 
Jofephus  *i  it  was  greatly  to  be  valued. 

For  us  to  have  received  any  tolerable  account  of  the 
.  origin  and  remote  hiftory  of  nations,  they  fhould,  from 
the  beginning,  have  communicated  their  records  with 
tach  other  j  and  the  hiftorians  of  every  country  fhouM 
have  been  as  fedulous  in  collc£ling  and  digeAing  the  a^irs 
of  the  neighbouring  kingdoms  and  ftates,  and  adions  they 
knew,  as  of  their  own  :  and  in  this  cafe  nothing  but  aa 
univerfal  ruin  could  have  made  the  defolation  their  fuc- 
ceeding  generations  have  beheld  as  well  as  we.  But  the 
nature  of  things  -would  never  allow  of  this,,  as  may  be 
obferved  by  thofe  who  are  converfant  in  very  antient 
tranfadions  \  and  particularly  that  ridiculous  vanity,  which 
may  be  faid  to  have  begun  with  the  world,  and  will,  it  is 
likely,  end  with  it,  has  at  all  times  rendered  it  impradli- 
cable. 

A  COUNTRY  no  fooner  began  to  flourilb  apd  refine, 
than  vanity,  that  darling  folly  of  men  and  nations,  toolc 
birth,  and  iiKrreafed  with  its  fplendor  and  profperity ;  and. 
prefcntly  it  could  admit  of  no  competitor,  but  muft  look 
on  all  its  neighbours  round  with  contempt ;  this  begets 
a  national  pride,  than  which  nothing  is  fo  unpardonable^ 
nothing  more  repugnant  to  reafon  and  good  fenfe,  and, 
nothing,  in  the  main,  fo  deflru£live  to  the  peace  and 
'  happinefs  of  mankind.  And  this  vanity,  added  to  the 
complete  ignorance  of  what  has  paft  in  the  preceding  ages, 
has  been  productive  of  \he  monftrous  births,  which  arc; 
a  reproach  to  hiftory. 

We  might  point  out  many  glaring  inftances  of  the  ill 
effects  of  what  we  are  here  complaining  of;  but  (ball  on 
this  head  juft  touch  upon  the  Greeks,  to  whom  we  arc, 
chiefly  indebted  for  the  antient  profane  hiftory,  confining 
ourfelves  to  what  at  prefent  is  before  us,  till  we  have  oc- 
cafion  to  refume  them  hereafter.     They,  we  may  aver, 

^' Contra  Apion, 

Of' 
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of  fhcm,  were  more  infe&cd  with  this  folly  or  vauiicy,  or 
ac  leaft  as  much  as  any  Aatiofi  that  has  ever  fubfifled.  It 
is  plain  they  defpifed  the  hiftory  of  all  other  nations  befides 
their  own,  never  concerning  themfelves  therewith  any 
farther  than  it  interfered  with  themselves  ;  and  even  then 
they  introduced  it  rather  to  adorn  their  ow»  chara£ter^ 
than  to  preferve  any  thing  to  us  by  way  of  information. 

And  this  in  nothing  appears  more  piaii^,  than  in  their 
flighting,  and  even  deftroying,  the  Perfian  reitords,  when 
they  became  mafiers  of  that  emfMre  ;  no  one  of  their  hi- 
fiorians,  that  we  know  of,  ever  coniuhing  them  to  cont* 
plete  a  feries  of  the  Perfian  i&kn  :  nor  was  there  a  nation 
they  were  folicitous  aboiit  but  the  Egyptians^  who  afFeftcd 
a  deep  fiience,  and  cared  not  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity^ 
Some  of  the  Greeks  indeed,  whoie  good  fenfe  got  the  bet* 
ter  of  their  national  pr'tde  and  prejudices^  ^s  Eratojihenes^f 
Hecataus  the  Jbderite^  Menander  the  Efiheftmriy  may  be 
quoted,,  as  exceptions  to  what  we  have  been  faying,  as  Well 
as  fome  foreigners,,  fuch  as  Berofusy  Maneth,  and  fome^ 
others,  who  were  encouraged  to  write  the  hiftorie^  of  their 
refpedive  countries  for  the  ufe  of  the  Greeks,    But  all 
this  only  adds  weight  to  the  guilt  of  thai  aifiicniAg  peopled 
It  is  plain,  they  did  not  in  the  leaft  regard  them  $  for  not^ 
one  of  them  has  reached  our  days,  nor  fo'  much  as  on^ 
Greek  that  had  made  any  large  extraib  from  them^  if  iWJt 
except  Jofephusy  and  the  Chriftian  chronologers,  Africa^ 
nuSy  Eujebiusy  and  Syncellus^  if  they  may  be  allow«4  to 
have  been  of  the  nxirtiber. 

No  polite  nation  ha^  evet  been-  more  cgregtbufly  fatilty, 
in  mixing  truth  with  fiftion ;  and  yet  they  feem  to  have 
thought  no  nation  fit  to  meddle  with  hiflory,  tfWMi^  their 
own,  but  thcmfelves ;  as  may  be  feen  by  Diodorus  SicukiS^ 
who,  in  writing  of  the  Egyptians  and  Chaldaans,  never 
mentions  a  word  of  Berofus  and  Manetho^  preferring  his 
own  crude  indigeftions  to  any  thing  in  them.  And  fo, 
with  regard  to  AJfyria^  inftead  of  reforting  to  fuch  as 
might  truly  inform  him,  he  takes  Ctefias  for  his  guide, 
a  rtioft  fabulous  writer,  as  will  be  amply  demonflratcd  in 
the  courfe  of  this  fediion,:  but,  being  a  Gr^^i,  he  was 
preferred"  by  the  vain  partiality  of  his  countrymen,  and 
his  hiftory  has  had  the  good  fortune  of  reaching  down  to 
uSj  while  others  have  fufFered  the  fate  which  Ctefias  and 
Diodorus  had  deferved  \  the  fate  which  Tragus  has  under- 
gone, who,  by  his  epitomizcr,  is  not  much  to  be  Xw^ 
mented. 

S  a  Thesji 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t6o  ^be  Hifiory  of  the  Aflyrians.  B.  I. 

Thesb  writers  were  like  ihoft  of  our  modern^)  who, 
for  what  concerns  the  Mohammedan  faiftory,  confult  the 
Byzantine  htftorians;  or,  by  liftening  to  the  lame  relations 
oH  ignorant  travellers,  give  into  endlefe  errors  they  might 
have  avoided  by  looking  into  the  tranflations  and  extrafls 
the  learned  would  furniSi  them  with^  if  they  would  be  at 
the  pains  of  inquiring  after  them. 

And  now,  to  return  more  immediately  to  our  point; 
there  have  been  great  and  powerful  nations,  who  have 
for  many  ages  pafl  been  no  more :  of  this  number  are 
the  JJ/yrians,  Babylonians^  and  Lydians.  Their  records 
and  their  hiftorians  have  long  fince  been  annihilated.  The 
Greeksj  by  a  vain  negligence,  and  infolcnt  contempt  of 
them,  knew  little  or  nothing  concerning  them  i  and  no 
other  nation,  the  Jews  excepted,  can  tell  us  any  thing 
about  them.  Hence,  and  for  reafons  to  be  hereafter 
fubjoined,  we  make  no  account  of  the  common  hiftories 
of  thefe  nations,  and  particularly  of  the  AJfyrians.  We 
are  now  to  enter  upon  an  obfcure  talk,  which  has  con- 
founded fome  of  the  beft  chronologers,  who  have  been 
driven  to  endlefs  (hifts,  to  make  out  what  they  adhere  to. 
But,  as  our  defign  is  to  (hew  they  liave  been  all  mifled, 
fome  few  excepted,  as  Marjham^  Newton^  CellariuSy 
'  Montfaucon^  Du  Pin^  and  fome  others,  we  fhall  take 
little  or  no  notice  of  them. 

A  TABLE  of  the  fuccijftons  of  the  Assykiau 
kmgSj  according  to  Eufebius  and  Syncellus. 


According  to  Eufebius. 

According  to  Syncellus. 

♦          ♦          *          ♦          ♦ 

J  cars* 

I  Belus  reigned  -    -     55 

I  Ninus  reigned    -    -    52 

2  Ninus      -     -      -      52 

2  Semiramis      -      -      42 

3  Semiramis     -     -       42 

3  Zameis^  or  Ninyus     38 

4  Ninyasy  or  Zames      38 

4  jfritis     -     •     -     -    30 

5  Jrius      -      •      -      30 

5  Jtalius    >     .     -       40 

6  Aralius      -      -     -     40 

6  Xerxesy  or  Baleus      30 

7  Xerxes      -     -      -     30 

n  Jrmamitres     -      -     38 
5  Belochus     -     -     -    35 

8  Armamithres     -     -    38 

9  Belochus    -      -     -     35 

9  Bal-eus      -     -     -      52 

10  Balaus     -      •     -      52 

10  Altadas      -     •      -     32 

II   Sethos     -     -     -     -    22 

1 1  Mamitus    -     -     ~     30 

12  Mamythus      -      -      30 

12  Manchaleus     -     -     32 

13  Afchalius    -     -     -    28 

^3  ^pherus     -     -     -      'SIO 

14  Spharus     -     -     -     2Z 

14  Ma- 
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Ycar». 
30 
40 
40 

45 
2t5 


14  Mamitus 

15  Sparetus     - 

16  AftacadU     • 

17  Amy  Hies     -     - 

18  Bel-ochus  (CL) 

19  Bellepares 

20  Lamprides 

21  Sofares 

22  Lampares     - 

23  Panyas 

24  Sofarmus    -     • 

25  Mitreus     -     - 

26  Tautanes  (S) 


7^^  Hj/^^ry  ©/  /Ar  Aflyrians. 

According  to  Syncdlus, 

Yean. 

15  Mamylus     -     - 

16  Sport haus 

17  Afcatadti    -     - 

18  Amyntes     -     - 

19  Betochus     -     - 

30    20  Belatores 

21  Lamprides 

22  Sofares      -     - 

23  Lamphraes 

24  Panyas 

25  Sofarmus     -     - 

26  Mithraus 


x6t 


30 

42 

38 
45 
25 


32 

20 

30 
45 

J9 

27 

3^ 


30 

30 
20 

30 

45 
22 
27 


27 


TeuUus 


40 


had 


27  Teiitamus^  or  Ti/a-  7 
ftf«^j(T)     .     .    J32 

28  Teutaus      -     -     -     44 

29  Arahelus     •     -     -     42 

30  Chalaus     -     -     -     45 

31  Anebus      -      -     -     38 

32  jStfW^j  (V)     -     -      37 
28  T^i- 

then,  ending  with  Belochus^ 
mufl  be  called  2></'f//W^^,  from 
Derceto^  the  mother  of  Semira- 
mis  {67,). 

(S;  According  to  Eufehins 
(64^  ^nder  this  king  ^roy  was 
taken, 

(T)  Syncelius  (65 )  tranfcribes 
the  fame  from  Eufehius  in  the 
note  above,  obferving  it  was  in 
the  year  of  the  world  4124. 

(V)  Though  Synctllus,  in 
t)ie  note  above,  feems  to  agree 
with  Eufehius,  as  to  the  reign 
of  the  king  who  was  on  the 
throne  of  j^ria  when  Troy 
was  taken,  he  brings  that  event 
down  to  this  reign.  He  ob- 
ferves  (66),  that  this  king  was 
by  the  Greeks  called  Titbon,  the 
father  of  that  MimHon»  who 
was  by  his  father  fent  an  auxi- 

(60)  Eufeb,  Pampb.  chronic,  lib.  p'jjier,  p,  80.  (61)  J^pud  j9gatb,  lib. 

W.  p.  63.         (62)  Ibid,         (63)  Diodor,  Sicul,  lib,  ii.  (64)  Vbifupra, 

p*  90.         (65)  Chronograph,  p,  151.         ^66)  Ibid,  p,  155. 

S  3  liary 


(QJ  Or  Bolochus:  he 
a  daughter  called  Atoffa,  as 
alfo  Stmiramis^  who  reigned 
with  him  twelve  years  (60). 

(R.)  Bion  and  Alexander  Po- 
lyhifior  (61)  divide  this  feries 
of  kings  into  t^o  dynaflies, 
which  we  have  diHinguifhed 
by  this  chafm.  .This  Belocbus, 
who  finiihes  this  dynafty,  is 
called  by  the  fan>e  authors  (62J 
Belleus  the  Dercftadi  and  in 
him,  fay  they^  thp  race  of  Se- 
miramis  became  extinct;  when 
Beletaras,  .Beletores,  or  Belle- 
fares^  the  king^s  gardener,  in 
a  mod  extraordinary  manner, 
feized  on  the  empire  for  him- 
self, and  delivered  down  the 
fame  to  his  fucceiTors,  till  it 
fell  under  Sardanapalus,  The 
firil  dynady  of  thefe  kings. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a6jt  ^^  Hifiery  if  the  Aflyrians.  B.  I. 

According  to  'Eufebius, 

Years. 


fig  Tlnnaus 
2g  Lhrcilus 
3Q  Eupales    - 

31  Laojihenes 

32  Pyriiiades 

33  Ophrateus 

34  Ophratenes 

35  Ocrazapes 

36  TJw^J  Concoleros^ 

by  the  Greeks, 
Sardanppalus 
Total    - 


According  to  Synceilus. 

Years. 


■•! 


36 

40 

38 
45 

30 

20 

50 
.  42 

20 

1240 


^o     *         V         «         «         4|r 

34  Dercylus     .     -     -     40 

35  Enpacmes    -     -     -    48 

36  Laojihenes     -     -     -  45 

37  Pertiades     -     -     -     30 

38  Ophrataus     -      -    '  21 

39  Epheceres     -     -     -   52 

40  Acraganes     -     -     •»    42 

41  Thonos  Concoleros         15 


liar)ragfuiift  th?  Grf^y,  an4 
M>y  the  handof  ^^i&i/fef.  He 
tells  q^  tbe  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Priam  toiinj  was  hwdpd 
aibput  in  his  time ;  and  alfo, 
that  he  was  called  Ttmtanes  the 
Second,  This  ftory  is  borrow- 
ed frpqi  Ctejias  (6'j)9  who  calls 
this  king  feutamus^  with  Syn- 
tetiuSf  but  makes  him  adjffinf): 
per fon'  from  fithon  the  fether 
of  Memnm.  This  romantic 
author  \Ctefias\  tells  us,  he 
ftftt  10,000  Ethiopians^  with 
as  many  Sufians,  people  widely 
diflant  from  each  other,  to- 
gether with  200  chariots,  to 
the  fuccour  and  aflifiaQce  of 
king  Priam,  who  was  his  tri- 
butary. Tithon,  according  to 
this  ikme  author,  was  at  that 
^me  governor  of  Perfia,  in 
liigh  livonr  with  the  king; 


Total     -     1460 

and  his  Ton  HenfmUf  who  com* 
manded  thefe  auxiliary  forces, 
was  then  in  the  flowfer  of  his 
days,  and  had  built  a  pakce  in 
the  caftle  of  Sm/a,  which  re- 
tained^'the  name  of  Memnonia  to 
the  time  of  lYm  Perfiansy  and 
had  paved  a  public  way,  whicH 
preferved  his  name  many  ages 
afterwards.  But  itfeems  {6S)^ 
the  Ethiopians  next  to  Egypt 
denied  all  this  ftory ;  and  pre- 
tended Memnon  wsLs  their  coun- 
tryman, and  made  fhew  of  his 
palace,  which,  in  our  author*^' 
days,  they  continued  to  call 
Memnonia,  More  is  iaid  in 
contradiftion  toCtefias^s  ftory  : 
but  we  may  perhaps  have  an- 
ticipated too  much  upon  this 
head  ;  and  therefore  drop  tl^e 
fubjed  for  the  prcfent. 


(6f)  Diwkt,  Steal,  lihliothee»  hifi,  U  ii.  f,  77. 


(68)  Vid,  eund. 
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Jf  TABLE  of  the  fucceffions  of  /A^  Assyrian 
kingSy  according  to  the  canon  of  Scripture^  and 
as  tbeyfiand  in  this  biftory. 

According  to  Scripture.         According  to  this  hiftory. 

1  /V7.  I  Ful. 

2  Tiglathpilefer.  %  TiglathpU^nr. 

3  Shahnanefer^  3  Sholmanejer, 

4  ^ennachirth.  4.  SennacheriK 

5  Jffar-hadd&n*  5  jjfar-haddon, 

♦     ♦#♦*,        g  Saofducbeus^     or    Nahu- 

chadomfor. 
%     %     %     %     *  ^  Chyniladan^  or  Same. 

:il^      *      *      %      ^ 

.  It  18  furprifing  how  ihany  fagaciotis  and  in^uifitive  Tl&^/r/f 
mcfi)  biftoriaiis  and  chronologcrs,  both  in  antient  ahd  fahk. 
modem  tihias,  have  blindly  given  into  the  erroi-s,  and 
,  general  forgery,  of  the  firft  table.  Td  rtconcile  it  with 
Scriptui-e^  to  which  it  is  quite  repugnant^  they  have  raiftd 
fuch  hypothefes  as  are  contradiSory  to  all  hiftory  facrfed 
and  profane,  though  at  the  lame  time  nothing  is  ^aiier 
than  to  deteS  the  whole  impoftui^,  fo  grdfs  and  palpable 
it  feeftis  tb  be.  The  two  lifts,  which  fotm  this  firft 
table,  arederivcd,  notwithftanding the  varktliens  in  th^m, 
from  one  formed  by  Cufias^  who  concluded  his  hiftdi-y 
of  the  AJJyrians  with  a  lift  of  kings  from  M«Sw  tb  Arta- 
ictfxit^^  Gj/for  copied  him,  who  Wa*i  again  fc6pred  By 
Eu/Mus  •  5  and  Eufebius  begins,  sis  Ctepas  had  taught 
him,  with  Ninus^  while  Synallus^  on  thfe  other  hand, 
begins  with  Belus^  and  afl^ns  him  a  rfeigh  of  fifty-fi\fc 
yeafs^  though  Cajior «,  whom  in  this'  he  fBlloWs,  de- 
clares the  length  of  Belus's  reign  to  be  uncertain.  But 
this  is  riot  the  ohly  difference  betwefen  them  ;  Syndllus 
has  in  his  lift  four  kings,  which  are  wanting  in  that  ef 
Eufebius^  and  which  are  no-wherc  elfc  to  be  met  with : 
whence  thia  might  arif^  we  fiiall  forbear  to  inquire  ( W) ; 

arid 

^  Phot,  bibliot.  p.  134.  tmemat  72.    Vid.  ctiam  Diodor. 
Sic  1.  xiy.  ^  Vid.  Marsh  am,  can.  chron.  fecul.  17.  de 

regit).  Aflyr.        *  Apud  Syncell.  p.  206. 

.    ( W)  Thetigh  it  may  be  in    ing  interpdlatloh  of  no  lefs  than 
vaia  to  inquire  after  this  fcem-     four  kings  in  Syncellus^  we  rosy 
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and  die  rather,  as  we  {hall  endeavour,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  feveral  great  men  beforemtentkmed,  to  defiroy 
the  whole  on  both  fides ;  but  firft  we  would  obferve,  that 
Synallus  exceeds  alt  the  reft  in  the  number  of  ycskts  he 
allows  for  the  duration  of  the  Affyrian  monardiy  j  for 
while  St.  Augufiine  *»  allows  it  but  1305,  Cafiw  laSo, 
Euftbius  1340,  VeUeius  loyOf  Synceuus  gives  it  1460, 
therein  greatly  exceeding  his  original  author  Cteftas^  and 
his  two  tranlcribers  Diodorus  and  Trogusy  who  mention 
but  about  1300* 

SiKCE  therefore  thefe  computations  are  primarily  bor- 
rowed from  CtefiaSy  and  lengthened  and  fhortenod  ap- 
parently to  the  fancy  of  the  feveral  writers  his  fucceflbrs, 
it  will  be  abfolutely  neceflary  for  us  to  inquire  what  foun- 
dation he  builds  upon,  whether  his  fuperfirudure  be  raifed 
upon  truth  or  faiihood.  Ari/totle^  who  was  almofl  his 
cotemporary,  declares  him  a  writer  unworthy  of  credit ; 
and  whoever  perufes  his  InAc^  muft  immediatelv  con- 
4ude  hio)  to  have  been  a  man  of  no  fincerity :  Arijiotle 
was  not  the  on}y  pne  of  the  antients  that  has  declared 
againil  him  ;  nor  are  his  Indica  the  only  proof  we  have, 
that  he  was  a  fabubus  writer,  as  may  be  gathered  from 
what  is  to  follow. 

Were  his  charafter  much  better  eftablifhed  than  it 
is,  his  lift  of  the  Affyrian  kings  would  he  no  proof  of  the 
duration  of  th^t  empire ;  noihing  being  eafier  than  to 
invent  names,  and  to  add  what  lengths  of  reign  we  pieafe 
X(i  them  ^  \  and  efpecially  for  a  man  who  pretends  adu- 
ally  to  haye  feen  fuch  things  in  India  as  never  were,  and 
never  can  be.  Upon  this  the  ,queftion  might  naturally 
enough  be  afked.  Might  not  Ctejiaf  as  well  forge  his 
AJfyrian  hiftory,  as  create  the  world  of  monfters  he  talks 
ot  in  India  f  And  might  not  we  as  juftly  fufpe£l  him  of 
f^lfliood,  when  he  pretends  to  have  compiled  his  hiftory 

*  De  civit.  Dei,  1.  xviii,  c.  20.  ^  Du  Pin's  hiftor.  bib- 

lioth.  des  hifto/.  p.  284. 

oiFer  it  as  an  argnment  ^o  prove  truth.  As  t])e  whole  muft  have 

the  unfettiednefs  of  the  whole  been  a  fable,  thofe  who  treated 

*  ieries.  It  was  certainly  a  vajgroe  of  it  afed  it  as  fuch,  by  altering 

period  of  hifipry ;  and,  from  it  as  they  thought  kt\  or  elie 

thip  variations  of  it,  may  he  we  cannot  fee  why  the  feveral 

ihrewdly  fufppded  bf  being  pthors  and  tranfcribers  ftoakl 

raifed  upoQ  no  fure  foundation,  not  agree  together  in  eflentials^ 

Pf9!?  V^  %^  %1^^  bftfi^  <f^  which  we  find  they  do  not. 
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from  ori^nal  records,  as  when  he  gravely  avers  to  have 
been  an  eye-witned  of  what  no-  mortal  man  alive  can 
believe  ? 

A»©^thi5  queftion  may  be  the  more  pertinently  aflccd, 
as  both  his  relation  of  the  Indiis^  and  his  hiftory  of  the 
JJKrians^  are  equally  marvellous,  and  equally  impoffible. 
Who  can  fee  Ninus  at  the  head  of  millions  of  men,  at  a 
time  when  the  earth  muft  have  been  but  thinly  inhabited, 
when  mankind  muft  have  been  a  good  deal  in  a  fiate  of 
fimplicity  and  nature ;  who  can  read  this  without  arraign- 
ing the  biftorian  of  faUhood  and  foreery  ?  Or  who  can 
read  his  ftory  of  Semiramis  j  her  mighty  valour  and  he- 
roic dcod^  at  the  age  of  twenty,  or  thereabouts ;  her  two 
miJJions  of  men  employed  in  the  building  of  Babylon ; 
her  300,000  (kins  of  black  oxen,  made  up  in  the  form 
of  elephants,  and  other  things  of  this  nature  j  and  not 
conclude,  that  what  it  contained  was  no  genuine  hifiory, 
but  a  moft  barefaced  romance  ?  In  a  Word,  his  AJfyrian 
hiftory,  as  it  ftands  in  the  next  fedion,  is  mofl  evidently 
calculated  to  aftoniih  and  amaze,  and  to  ftrain  credulity 
beyond  all  poilible  bounds. 

What  particularly  argues  his  lift  of  the  AJfyrian  kings 
pf  the  grofl'eft  forgery,  is,  that  it  is  a  medley  of  Gnek^ 
Per/tan^  Egyptian^  and  other  names.  SpharuSy  Lam* 
pridfSj  Laojthines^  Dercylus^  are  Greek  names,  and  very 
common  ones.  Amyntas  is  the  name  of  a  king  of  Ma^ 
cedon  \  Ari^s  is  the  name  of  a  king  of  Sparta,  Pyritiades 
is  regularly,  as  ibould  feem,*  formed  from  pyntis,  a  me- 
dicinal herb,  which  Ctejiaf^  as  a  phyfician,  muft  have  been 
well  acquainted  with.  Xerxes^  Armamithres^  Mithraus^ 
are  Perjian  names.  Sofarmus^  according  to  himfelf,  is 
the  name  of  a  king  of  the  MedeSy  which  how  it  ihould 
have  happened,  may  not  be  fo  very  unaccountable,  con- 
fidering  the  empire  pafTed  from  the  AjTyrians  to  the  Medes% 
but  how  Sethosy  the  name  of  an  Mgyptiqn  king,  ihould 
alfo  have  been  the  name  of  an  AJfyrian^  is  what  we  are 
-^holly  at  a  lofs  for.  Nothing  is  more  obvious  to  thofe 
who  have  dipt  into  genuine  hiftory,  and  efpecially  the 
Scripture,  than  the  wide  difference  between  the  AJfyrian 
names  and  the  Perfinn^  and  the  ftill  wider  between  the 
fame  and  the  Greek ;  fo  that  nothing  can  be  faid  in  his 
behalf,  except  that  he  tranilated  fome  of  the  original  names, 
which  is  abfolutely  falfe ;  nay,  he  is  confefTedly  fo  igno- 
I'ant  in  this  particular,  that  he  had  even  no  notion  ^t  all 
of  the  AJfyrian  names,  how  they  were  pronounced  or  ut- 
tered \  fo  f^i:  wa$  )ie  from  knowisg  how  they  were  com* 
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pounded,  and  whence  they  wereformtd;  a^oft  jgfcdng 
inftancd  of  which  we  fliall  fee  atron. 

Again,  in  all  long  lifts  of  kings,  the  fame  names, 
or  fome  fuch,  arc  obfervcd  ofttn  to  return  5  and  tfeis  is 
«o- where  more  remarkable  than 'in  the  five  natties  of  tfie 
jtffyrian  kings,  which  are  all  that  are  recorded  ifi  the  ca- 
non of  Stripture :  Pvl^  orPhuly  Ttglath-fHefety  cftTt^Idth- 
pul^affufs  ShalmanefeTy  or  Shatman-affur^  E/draddoH^  or 
Affur-hadion.  For  the  v^r/a/w,  to  all  appearance,  borrow- 
ed their  names  from  thtir  own  gods  %  or  from  the  gods  of 
other  natrons  in  repute  among  tlSem.  Thefe  gods  feerti  to 
bavc  been  JBr/,  or  Pa/,  Chaddan^  Hadm^  Atkn^  or  Admh^ 
Meltch^  or  Mohchy  Atfur^  or  AJfur^  Neho,  Nergai^  Me- 
rvdoih ;  as  for  inftance,  in  the  following,  befidei  the  nariiies 
above,  Adra-fnekch^  Shttr-affur^  Nahonajfar^  or  Nebo- 
adon-affur^  Bei-adon^  Chyniladan^  or  Chen-ei-adisn^  Neh- 
pul-^Jur^  Nehttchadne%%ary  NnbUchadonofor,  or  Neh- 
chaddtm-ajfur^  Nebuzaradan^  or  Neboajur-adon^  Evii- 
fnerodachj  or  Hvsradamus^  and  many  more  that  might  be 
brought  to  illuftrate  thi^  point.  After  this,  who  can  for- 
bear rejecting  the  wild  and  arbitrary  names  in  Ctejias  ? 
who  is  fo  ignorant,  as  to  fuppofe  Sardanapalus  to  have  been 
•the  Greek  name  for  the  laft  AJJyrtan  king,  tho*  fo  naturally 
derivable  from  Ajffur-adon'pul^  while  he  pretends  h\^  Af- 
fyrian  name  to  have  been  Tonos  Cmtoleros,  a  name  whkh 
bears  no  manner  of  relation  to  the  A£yrian  language,  or 
any  other  that  we  at  prefent  arc  aware  of ;  a  name  moft 
evidently  coined  to  amufe  and  catch  the  ear. 

If  in  feven  AJfyrian  names,  all  that  are  mentioned  in 
the  canon  of  Scripture,  five  of  them  belonging  to  fo 
many  kings,  and  two  to  the  tWd  fons  of  Sinnach^tih^  there 
appear  fuch  fimilitude  and  near  relation,  would  not  the  fame, 
in  all  likelihood,  have  been  often  repeated,  with  fome 
variation,  in  a  long  lift  of  36  of  them,  according  to  Eur 
febiusy  or  41,  according  to  Syncellus?  But  nothing  of  this 
kind  is  in  either  of  them  to  be  obferved  ;  the  names  of  all 
are  different  and  independent,  except  in  a  cafe  or  two ;  and 
to  crown  all,  in  neither  is  there  a  fingle  name  belonging 
to  any  of  the  AJfyrian  kings  in  Scripture.  To  fuppofe  thefe 
names  unknown  to  i)^tGreeksi  would  be  next  to  fup- 
pofmg  they  were  perfeS  ftrangers  to  the  AJfyrian  affairs  ; 
and  fo  all  that  Ctejias  has  written,  and  others  after  him, 
M  fall  felf-condemned  to  the  ground.  But  this  is 
Tre  caii_very  fafely  contradifl ;  they  wcte  aftually 
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kiown  to  the  Greeks^  or  the  moft  curious  of  them,  and 
i^zxncaisiAy  to  Herodotus^  who,  though  he  mentions  but 
one  king  of  AJfyria^  calls  him  exaAly  hy  his  true  name, 
Ac  termination  excepted,  Sennacherib ;  and  we  may 
thence  very  fairly  conclude,  Aat,  had  he  completed  the 
hiftory  of  Myria  he  promifed,  we  Ihould  have  read  the 
names  of  tfe  reft  of  the  AJfyrian  kings  in  him  with  as 
much  accuracy  \  and  the  rather,  as  we  have  the  experi- 
ence of  his  conforming  with  Scripture,  in  the  names  of 
feveral  of  the  Egyptian  kings  :  in  confideration  of  which, 
and  the  contradidory  writings  of  Ctefias^  it  may  be  juftly 
yrondered,  why  Herodotus  mould  labour  under  fo  much 
obJoquy  and  contempt  with  many  of  great  learning  and 
judgment,  while  all  the  abominable  untruths  of  Ctejias^ 
tho'  obvious  to  every  fenfe,  are  fwallowed,  and  received 
for  granted,  even  tbo*  he  in  fevery  particular  clafties  with 
Scripture,  while  the  former  confirms  it,  where-evcr  he 
happens  to  fpeak  of  things  there  handed  down  to  us.  A 
monftrous  partiality  fome  of  the  beft  and  moft  religious  of 
us  have  been  guilty  of;  a  partiality  never  to  be  excufed, 
but  in  thofe  who  have  nothing  to  plead  in  their  behalf, 
but  ignorance,  and  want  of  difcernment ! 

The  great  antiquity  of  the  JJfyrian  empire  may  alfo 
be  urged  againft  Ctejias^  and  particularly,  as  he  writes  in 
direct  oppofition  to  the  Scripture.  Ntnus^  according  to 
him,  muft  have  reigned  before  the  days  of  Abraham^  and 
conquered  PerRa^  Media^  £gyptj  Ajjyria^  and  all  AJia  5 
and  his  wife  iemtramis^  his  immediate  fucceflbr,  adds 
Libya  and  Ethiopia  thereto.  But  what  trace  do  we  find 
of  all  this  in  the  book  of  Genets?  The  Canaanites  were 
under  their  own  kings  or  patriarchs,  ages  after  Abraham  ; 
the  MoabiteSy  the  Ammonites^  the  Midianites^  the  Edom- 
iteSj  the  AmakkiteSy  the  Philijiines^  were  fubjeit  to  no 
jforeign  yoke,  and  free  from  ftrange  lords,  till  they  began 
to  be  perfecuted  by  the  fword  of  Ifraet,  Egypt  feemihg- 
iy  enjoyed  a  profound  peace,  apprehenfive  of  no  danger 
from  without,  till  Sennacherib^  bent  upon  eftablifhing  and 
inlarging  his  empire,  moved  towards  Egypt,  with  dcfign 
to  invade  it.  In  proof  of  all  this,  we  need  only  refer  to 
the  hiftories  of  thefe  nations  in  the  former  part  of  this 
work.  It  appears  then,  that  no  AJfyrian  enemy  was  in 
thefe  parts  for  many  agey  after  the  pretended  dates  of 
Ninus  and  Semiramis  ;  and  that  all  Syria  and  Mefopotamia 
were  free  alfo  from  any  fubjeflion  to  AJfyria^  may  be  as  ' 
plainly  proved. 

The 
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The  Syrian  monarchy  was  confeflfedly  older  than  the 
Affyrlafiy  and  extended  on  both  fides  of  the  Euphrates^ 
under  Hadadezer  king  of  Zobab ;  and  rofe  afterwards  tq 
its  meridian  under  the  race  of  the  Damafcene  kings,  and 
particularly  in  the  days  of  Benhadad  and  Hazaely  :  thefe 
ruled  a  mighty  empire.  Where  then  were  the  Jffyriau 
monarchs,  fo  extenfive  in  their  command,  and  fo  jealous 
of  their  power  ?  David^  before  thefe,  was  maftcr  of  a 
confiderable  extent  of  all  on  this  fide  the  Euphrates  2,  and 
had  no  Ajfyrian  to  difpute  the  honour  with  him.  The 
Phoenicians  continued  in  independence  and  freedom,  till 
the  days  of  Shalmanefer^  who  was  fet  at  defiance  by  the 
Tyrians  *,  though  he  was  the  third  of  that  fortunate  and 
conquering  race.  Confult  the  hiftory  of  Judaa^  Syria^  • 
and  Phcenice ;  and  you  will  perceive  no  glimpfe  of  an 
Ajfyrian  monarchy  till  the  days  of  PuL 

Having  endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  credit  of  Ctejias^ 
and  therewith  the  firft  table  of  the  Ajfyrian  kings  from 
Eufebius  and  Syncellus^  we  will  proceed  to  fettle  the  chro- 
nology of  the  Ajfyrian  empire  in  the  beft  manner  we  arc 
^ht  fgcMd2\At^  by  taking  the  fecond  table  into  confideration.  By 
table,  the  hiftory  of  Syria^  and  the  neighbouring  countries,  it 
appears,  the  Ajjyriam  had  no  power  in  the  weftern  parts 
of  Ajia  till  the  reign  of  Pul^  who  made  his  firft  appearance 
on  this  fide  the  Euphrates^  in  the  decline  of  the  kingdom 
of  Damafcus :  what  they  had  before  that  time  done  in  the 
Eaft,  does  no- where  appear ;  but  that  the  foundations  of 
the  monarchy  were  laid  by  P«/,  or  fome  near  predeceflbr 
of  his,  by  conquefts  nearer  home,  is  not  to  be  doubted. 
The  Ajfyrian  monarchy  cannot  be  dated  qiuch  back- 
warder  than  the  days  of  Menahem ;  and  thi^  is  not  only 
to  be  denionftrated  by  Spripture,  and  Ptolemy's  aftrono- 
mical  canon,  but  by  feveral  of  the  moft  unexceptionable 
profane  writers. 

Herodotus  ^,  that  venerahle  and  much-injured  hi- 
ftorian,  obfenres,  that  the  Adrians  had  been  mafters  of 
the  Upper  AJta  520  years,  when  the  Med^s  threw  off 
their  yoke ;  and  that  the  empire  of  the  latter  fubfifted  no 
longer  than  150  years,  inclufive  of  the  28  years,  during 
which  the  Scythians  ruled  AJia,  Thefe  two  fums,  added 
together,  amount  to  670  years,  for  the  whole  duration  of 
the  two  monarchies  of  the  AJfyrians  and  Medes  \  which 

y  Vol.  ii.  p.  302.  *  Ibid.  p.  249,  &  feq.         •  Menan. 

apud  Jofeph.  antiq.  Jud.  1.  ix.  c.  14.  Vol.ii.  p.  371.         ^  L.i. 
c.  95. 
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being  added  to  the  epoch  of  Cyrus  before  Chri^^  which 
is  univerfally  ftated  at  559  years,  will  make  1229,  ^^^ 
whole  interval  between  the  firft  rife  of  the  AJJyrian  mon- 
archy and  the  birth  of  Chrtft^  which  cuts  oft  about  1 000 
years  from  the  common  profane  accounts ;  though  it  will 
exceed  the  aera  of  Nabonajfar  by  458  years  j  and  there- 
fore Htrodotus^s  numbers,  as  they  fland  with  us,  arc 
doubtiefs  too  long,  though  fo  much  ihort  of  thofe  of 
Cteftas^  and  his  followers*  But,  by  the  way,  we  would 
add,  that  Herodotus*s  computation  is  not  above  200  years 
later  than  the  days  of  Cujhan-Rijhathaim^  king  of  Mtfo- 
ft^tamia^  or  Aram-Naharaim^  who  kept  the  children  of 
Ifrael  in  fubjcdion  for  the  fpaceof  eight  years,  till  they 
were  delivered  from  him  by  Othnieh^.  In  what  fenfc 
this  CuJhan'RiJhathaim  may  have  been  confidered  as  an 
Affyriartj  we  take  not  upon  us  to  fay  ;  but  it  is  certain 
that  he  was  not,  properly  fpeaking,  of  that  nation,  feeing 
he  is  in  Scripture  »  called  a  Mefopotamiany  and  feeing  we 
might  with  as  much  juftice  call  Chedorlaumer  an  AJfyriariy 
'  though^  he  is  exprefly  faid  to  have  been  an  Elamite  or 
Perfian:  and  this  care  in  the  facred  penman,  thus  to 
cKftinguifli  the  men,  who,  from  the  beginning,  made 
inroads  upon  the  countries  oh  this  fide  the  Euphrates^ 
exprc/ly  laying  the  firft  was  an  ElamiUy  the  fecond  a 
Mefopotamiany  and  exprefly  calling  Pul  an  Ajfyriaiiy  leaves 
OS  no  room  to  imagine,  that  the  two  former  were  kings  of 
Affyria :  but  that  Herodotus  fiiould  not  be  quite  exa£i  in 
his  date,  will  not  perhaps  be  wondered  at  by  thofe  who 
rightly  confider  what  we  have  urged  in  the  former  part  of 
this  fedion. 

Again,  Herodotus  tells  us  %  that  Semiramisy  who, 
according  to  Diodorus  Siculus  P,  or  Cteftas  rather,  was  the 
wife  of  Ninusy  was  but  five  generations  before  Nitocrisy 
the  mother  of  Labynetus  [Nahonadius]  the  laft  king  of 
Babylon  :  as  five  generations,  by  the  largeft  compuution, 
cannot  exceed  200  years  q,  flie  may  have  been  the  wife 
of  fome  one  of  the  kings  in  Ptolemf%  canon,  and  perhaps 
of  Nabonajfar  himfelf. 

For  thefe  rcafons  is  Herodotus  much  to  be  relied  on  ; 
and  for  the  fame  are  we  much  to  regret  the  lofs  of  his 
hiftory  of  Ajfyriay  if  he  ever  publiftied  it.  He  adlually 
travelled  into  the  country,  and  converfed  with  the  natives ; 

»  Jud.  c.  ill.  vcr.  8.  "  Ibid.  &  ver.  10.  °  Ubi  foj.  c.  1 84, 
'  L.  ii.  p.  d'j^  9  Marsh,  can.  chron.  p.  522. 

Which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


270  The  H0ory^  of  tb^  ASymns.  B.I. 

which  though  a  late  author/'  makes  flight  of,,  prefuming 
the  inhabitants  might  be  miftaken  themCelveSy  and  con- 
fequently  lead  him  into  errors.;  yet  it  muft  be  acknow* 
leged  to  make  greatly  in  favour  of  Herodotus^  iince  be 
could  poifibly  have  had  no  better  means  of  information^ 
except  he  had  had  an  opponunity  of  confuUing  the  na- 
tional records  themfelves. 

Hb  is  fupported  and  followed  by  fome  of  the  beft  among  . 
the  aatientp.  Dior^fias  of  Haliearnaffus  ^  takes  notice^ 
that  the  Jffyrian  antiquities  are  run  tip  into  fable  ;  tbat^ 
though  the  monarchy  was  antient;^  it  did  not  extend  over 
a  very  g^eat  part  of  AJia  \  and  that  it  was  not  ib  po^ 
tent  as  the  empire  of  the  Medes^  which  arofe  upon  its 
ruins.  Appian  ^  affirms  the  duration  of  the  three  empires, 
the  Affyriun^  the  Median^  and  the  Perjian^  to  have  made 
vp  no  more  in  fum  than  000  years,  which,  being  added 
to  336,  the  epoch  of  AUxander  before  Christ,  will 
remove  the  rife  of  the  AJfyrian  monarchy  to  the  diftance 
of  i^3j6  years  before  Christ,  which  will  exceed  the 
chronology  of  Herodotus  above,  by  no  more  than  feveft 
years  ;  upon  which,  we  cannot  but  wonder  St.  'Jerom  "^ 
who  follows  Ctefias^  (bould  roundly  ailert,  that  Ninus 
was  the  iirft  that  ruled  ov«r  all  A^a\  and  that  all  the 
Grefih^  as  well  as  the  Barbariansyt  were  of  the  iame 
mifid. 

Such  are  the  fentiments  of  the  moft  judicious  of  the 
profane  hiftorians,  concerning  the  duration  of  the  Ajffyrian  ' 
monarchy ;  and  they  feem  to  have  the  concurrence  of 
Homer  on  their  fide,  who,  in  recounting,  the  moft  potent 
princes  of  the  earth,  at  the  time  when  Troy  was  be&eged, 
is  quite  lUent  a^  to  any  A£yrian  monarch ;  though  after 
the  rate  Cteftas  reckons,  that  ten  years  war  was  waged 
within  the  Affyriah  dominions. 

By  what  we  have  faid  againA  the  firft  table  of  the  Af^ 
fyrian  king^,  according  to  Eufebius  and  SyncelluSj  and 
^e  prep2U:atory  arguments  we  have  been  ufing  in  behalf 
of  the  fecond,  according  to  Scripture  and  this  hiftory,  it 
muft  appear  to  an  attentive  reader,  that  the  Affyrioftmotk* 
arcby  is  of  late  date,  in  comparifon  of  what  has  been 
imagined,  even  by.  fome  of  the  moft  learned  ;.  as  alfo,* 
that  it  is  in  Scripture  that  we  have  the  neareft  view  of 
the  rife  of  the  monarchy  before  us  ;  the  rather,  as  Btoli^ 
my^s  canon  reduces  the  Ajfyrian  aera  very  near  the  bounds 

r  Bedford,  in  his  Script.  cBronol.  p.  774.  *  L.  i. 

*  In  pracfat.  p.  5.  *»  InHofeam,  c.  ii. 
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of  Scripture-hiftory,,    For,  though,  i^^/  himfelf  wUl  not 

fall  Within  the  coropafs,  he  will  fo  little  exceed  it^  that  it 

0iay  be  ofFered  as  a  very  powerful  argument,  to  cviacei 

he  was  the  firft  confiderable  monarch  in  thefe  parts  :   but 

this  being  what  we  may  have  occafion  to  refume  hcrca£ter„ 

we  proceed  to  what  we  have  more  immediately  under 

confideration. 

To  fix  the  exaft  aera  of  the  AJJyrian  monarchy  is  what 
we  cannot  pretend  to,  unlefs  we  do  it  relatively  to  our- 
felves  in  the  wefteri)  parts;  and  in. ^a£ cafe  we  muft  com- 
pute from  the  year  of  PuPs  firfl  appearance  on  this  fide 
oft  tte  Enphratesy  wWdt  w^  ahonc  the  feccnul  year  of 
Menahem^  twejiwy-^6a«ir  years  bofoje,  the  q^ra  of  Nabonaf-^ 
far^  1577  y^^^  ^f^^*^  ^^  flood,  and  771  years  before 
Christ. 

Thus  far  it  is  no  difficult  matter  to,  afcect^in.  the-  be- 
ginning of  this  empire.  Its  end  may  perhaps,  be  more 
liearly  fixed,  though  that  is  what  wo  cannot  fettle  beyond 
all  poffibility  of  difpute.  The  texts  of  Scripture,,  which 
give  us  fo  near  a  profpe£l  of  its  b^inning,  and  relate  to 
i}s  fome  of  the  remarkable  tranfa£lions  of  five  of  its  mod 
potent  princes,  drop  us  on  a  fiidden ;  fo  that  we  are 
obliged  to  refort  to  the  Apocryphay  and  Ptolemf'%  canon^ 
for  the  fucceflbrs  of  the  great  Efarhaddon,  The  book 
of  Judith  fo  very  nicely  correfponds  with  Herodotus-^  in 
what  he  fays  of  the  war  between  the  declining  AJ^riam^ 
and  the  rifing  Medei^  that  we  hav.e  not  been  able  to  avoid 
adding  faith  thereto  ;  and  feeing  the  reign  of  l^^hmkad^- 
npfor  moft  naturally  coincides  with- that  of  Saefducbeusiy.v9ei 
have  ventured  to  pronounce  th«m  to, have  fa^enons  and! 
the  fame  king  :  a^  for  Sarac^  wjiofe  name  we  borrow  fi-om* 
Pulyhijior^^  and.  whom,  we  alfo  call  Chinyladanzni  Sarda^ 
napaJus,  from  a  fimilitude  of  his  ftory  and  unhappjr  end  in 
the  fame  hiftorian^  with  what  is  rehted  thereof  by  Ctefias^^ 
we  muft  confefs  ourfelves  confiderably  in  the  durk,  as  we 
may  note  hereafter  in  the  body  of  our  AJfyrian  hiftory* 
Ivi  the  mean  time  it  may  be  objeftcd-  to  us,  that  Polyhijior 
is  a  follower  of  Cteftas^  and  as  fuch  we  have  confidered 
him  ;  but  we  anfwer,  with  Sir  Ifaac  Nemton  y.  That 
there  may  be  fomething  of  truth  at  the.  bottom  of  th^ 
Ctejidn.  hiftbry,  as  there  ufes  to  be  in  romances  j  as  that 
Nmevfih  was  deftroy^ed  by^  the.-^^^j  anjl  Bahykmftns*. 

»  Apud  SYJJCE.H..  y  Chronolog,  ojant.  kingdoms 

amended,  p.  26-^,  > 
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But  whence  it  is,  that  we  have  no  fuch  name  as  Sarac 
in  the  Nabonaffaran  canon,  we  ihall  here  forbear  to  inquire ; 
feeing  we  may  have  a  more  convenient  opportunity  of 
offering  our  conjeSures  Concerning  him,  when  we  come 
to  the  hiftory  of  his  reign  j  and  therefore,  fmce  nothing 
pofitive  can  be  afcertained,  as  to  this  laft  ftage  of  the 
JJyrian  monarchy,  we  here  conclude  this  (eStion. 


SECT.    IV. 

Tbe  hiftory  ^Assyria,  according  /^Ctefias  of 
Cnidos,  and  bis  followers. 

ALTHOUGH  we  have  condemned  whatever  is 
here  to  follow  as  forgery  and  fallhood,  yet,  as  it  has 
been  fo  long  received  for  truth,  by  moft  of  the  wifeft 
and  moft  fagacious  hiftorians  and  chronologers,  and,  as 
we  may  fay,  from  all  antiquity  admitted  into  the  body 
of  hiftory,  we  arc  under  an  indifpenfable  obligation  of 
producing  it  here  in  all  its  particulars,  as  it  is  with  great 
folemni^,  and  all  pof&ble  confidence,  handed  down  to  us. 
Ninns  (Xj,  a  prince  of  martial  genius,  and  immenfe  am- 

bition. 


(X)  We  will  not  take  upon 
«s  to  hy^  there  never  was 
f  ach  a  king  as  Ninus,  or  as  his 
pretended  predecdibr  Btlusi 
biit»  it  is  very  likely^  thefe 
names  were  forged  by  the 
Greeks^  or  others,  to  account 
for  the  buildingof  the  two  great 
cities,  Ninevtb^  and  Babel ^  or 
Babylon.  However,  thus  far 
we  know;  he  cannot  have  been 
Vimrodf  or  JJhur  rather,  their 
ages  not  at  all  agreeing  (69) ; 
and  therefore  it  is  impoffible 
Vinus  fhould  have  been  the 
£rft  king.  We  would  do  all 
we  fafely  could  to  reconcile  the 
&cred  hiftory  with  the  pro* 

(69)  See  hefire,  p,  150. 
(72)  BiUiotb,  bifior.  I  ii. 


£ane ;  and  will  allow  with  fe- 
veral,  that  Nimrod  may  be 
Btlusy  and  AJhw^  Ninus;  or 
let  Ntmrodf  as  others  (yo^ 
think,  be  the  fon  of  Belus 
(whom  they  will  have  to  be 
Cii/!h),  and  Ninus  the  Ion  of 
Nimrod'y  but  then  let  their 
works  and  exploits  be  foitable 
with  the  early  times  they  lived 
in,  not  fuch  as  we  read  of  in 
Diodorus  Siculus  (ji)i  let  the 
cities  they  build  be  plain,  and 
without  art  and  coft;  let 
them  reign  agreeably  to  the 
ftate  of  things  in  the  firft  ages, 
without  pomp,  without  luxu- 
ry I  let  them  wage  war,  but 

(70)'  Fetav,  de  doBr,  temper. 
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bition,  refolved  to  make  a  conqMcft  of  the  natioot  round 
about,  and  ere^tan  empire  over  them  :  with  thb  view:  iie 
ailembled  together  tlie  moft  robuft  of  the  youth  in  his 
dominions,  diligently  trained  them  up  to  the  exercife  of 
.arms,  inured  them  to  h^dihip  and  labour,  and  fitted  them 
for  war  *  (Y). 

BeiNG.now  in.a  condition  to  execute  his  ambitious de- 
Hgns,  but  apprehending  he  might  be  flopped  in  his  car^r 
by  the  y/r^^tfAT,  whom  alone  be  dreaded,  as  a  bold  and 
refolute  people,  jealous  and  tenacious  of  their  liberty, 
he  entered  into  a  league  with  Ariaus  their  king ; 
whereby,  if  he  did  not  obuin  his  immediate  affiftance, 
he  might,  at  leaft,  fecure  his  neutrality  and  conni- 
yanee  (Z).     But  Ariaus  joined  him,  and  marched  with 

him 


%n 


'  ApiidDiOD.  SicvL.  bibLhift.  Lii,  p.,90«— 95. 


Jet  it  be  in  their  aeighboar- 
iiood»  .HOC  in  jfar  diiUnt  coun- 
tries;^ with  a  few  thou&ods 
under  their  oommaii^  not  with 
millions  ;  with ,  ondifcipliDed 
men,  .not  with  ivgular  bodies 
of  trained  foldifirs. 

( Y)  .We  ..cannot  Jforbear 
thinking^  that:  the.  whole  dory 
K^Ninus  isy  with  ibme  vana- 
tbn,.  a  copy  of  that  of  the 
gftat  ^^tian  St^ofiris  (72)  } 

,and  the  rather,  as  we  a^oally 
find  them  confounded  together 
as  one  and  the  fitme  peribn ; 
fot  TxHKis  (73)exprefly  dlls 
Sifi/trb  king  o£  Affyria^  and 

.  obfevres  he  is  the  &aie  J)m^- 
rm  SiaUm  calls  Sefi$fis  (74) ; 
that  he  was  aionarch  of  the 
AJyriams  i  thatrhe  ruled  orer 
all  lands ;  and  that  he  yoked 
kings  to  his  chariot.  .In 
fiiort,  he  at  huge  xelates  the 
fiory  we  have  npon  the- dune 


occafion  told  of  xHit  Egyftiam 
Si/9firis(j^)^  without  the  Waft 
yariatioQ,  except  that  he ,  qdls 
him  an  ,^rii»r. 

The  parallel  is  plain ;  A^ni' 
nophis  trains  up  a  number  of 
youth  to  the  iatigi^es  and  ^- 
ercife^  of  war,  to  i^rve  Qi^der 
his  fon  in  the  copqueils  foretold 
of  him  (76) ;  l^inus  does  here 
the  ftme,  and  with  the  fame 
ii«ent,  except  that  t^ofe  he 
trained  were  deigned  to  ferve 
,  under  himfelf. 

(Z)  It  is  made  an  olij^'oa 
to  the  C/r/a»  hiftpry  of^^- 
r%a^  that  it  iatrpduces  a  kjng 
•of  the4ir«ii[a«i  before,  the  Ara* 
hums  were  a  pepple  ;  our  au- 
thor (77).  foppofing  th^n^jori- 
giaally  defcendedof  ^/fi0#/:the 
\Ofk€A  Mr^am ;.  Jbutthisc^n- 
jK>t  hold  good  ;  for  the  conn- 
try  was  hefbr^  planted  byjok* 
Ai»C78).    But  what  is  n¥>re 


(7a)  ■  Stt  wU  ii*  ft.  47.  (73)  ^Qhilp  3.  V.  83. W  eah.  tdie.  QaL 

Hercd,p*6j6,  (74)  See  vol,  h.^,47.  (75)  Ihid,  &  fif* 

(76)  ^llid.  p,  52«>--S9*  (ny^em,  Montfaue,  apu4  Du  Pin*  biblht%» 

yniv.^s  biftor.  p,  ^6.  \w^  See  W.  u  p,  3$! >  382* 
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him  into  Babylonia  (A).  The  city  of  Babylon^  fo  famous 
fmce,  was  not  at  that  time  in  being ;  though  the  province 
itfeif  was  fiored  with  cities,  whofe  inhabitants,  unfkiUed 


inaterial  and  cmanfwerable  is^ 
the  queftion  that  might  he 
asked  concerning  thefe  ancient 
Arahiansy  How  it  was  they 
were  in  Ninus'^  days  fo  famed 
for  war,  and  love  of  liberty  ? 
How  came  liinus  to  know  this  ? 
We  underftand  by  this  hiftory, 
th2XNinu4  was  the  firft  that 
invaded  the  rights  of  his.  neigh- 
bours; and  tyranny  and  fla- 
very  feem  by  this  hiftory  to 
have  been  at  thefe  times  un- 
known .  I  f  then  thefe  Arabians 
had  never  been  invaded,  they 
never  could  have  diftinguiihed 
themfelves  in  thefe  i:efpeds 
from  the  reft  of  the  nations ; 
and  if  they  had  been  invaded, 
it  is  plain,  Ninus  was  not  the 
firft  warrior  or  conqueror.  We 
read,  that  SefoJIris  king  of 
Egypt  fubdued  the  Arabians 

(79)  ;  and  in  this  particular, 
indeed,  our  parallel  between 
liim  and  Ninus  is  interrupted. 
But  is  Sefoftris  blder  in  thefe 
ppt9  than  Ninus  ?  Our  author 

(80)  inftnuates,  that  he  is  not. 
According  to  profane  authors, 
they  muft  have  been  nearly  of 
an  age.  Now,  if  Sefoftris' con- 
quered  the  Arabians ^  it  is  no 
great  ftgn  they  were  invincible. 
What  other  conqueror  there 
fhould  have  been  in  thefe  parts, 
before  thefe  two,  we  perceive 
not.  Juflin  (8 1 )  reckons  them 
the  two  firft  that  difturbed 
the  peace  of  the  world  in  AJia, 
lijfia  had  been  free  from  war 
till  the  daysof  N/ff«/,andifhe 


was  the  firft  that  affeded  to 
rule  over  his  neighbours,  the 
Arabians  muft,  to  all  appear- 
ance, have  been  as  ignorant  in 
martial  affairs  as  other  nations. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  iVzVitt/ 
was  later  than  Befoftru^  and  if 
this  laft  aaually  fubdued  the 
Arabians^  what  had  Ninus  to 
fear  from  them,  that  he  muft 
court  them  after  this  rate,  and 
lay  himfelf  un^er  the  obliga- 
tions he  afterwards  does  to 
their  king  ?  The  inconnedlion 
and  forgery  is  palpable.  It  is 
wondeiful,  that  fuch  abfufdi- 
ties  ihoold  ever  have  pafied 
with  men  for  hiftory  :  they 
fcarce  deferve  the  name  of  a 
romance,  which  ought  to  be 
the  ihadow  of  truth  and  pro- 
bability at  leaft. 

(A)  U  Ninus  refided  in  the 
country  we  now  c3\\AJ}ria, 
and  if  this  mighty  Arabian^ 
Aridusraledovcr  the  cotmtry 
we  now  call  Arabia,  he  could 
not  with  more  convenience 
have  ioined  his  AJfyrian  friend, 
than  by  marching  through  the 
kingdom  of  BalylM.  Now, 
if  thefe  Babylonians  had  been 
fo  feeble  as  here  reprefented, 
our  warlike  Arab  might  have 
fubdued  theni  in  his  marcb^ 
and  made  a  prefent  of  them 
and  their  country  to  Ninsts, 
upon  their  firft  greeting ;  and 
the  rather,  becaufc  it  wool* 
not  only  have  redounded  to 
his  honour,  but  have  iavcd 
time  and  expence  alio. 


(79)  Set  vUiuf,  59. 

f.  €,  I. 
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NinuSf  who  impofed  on  them  an  annual  tribute;  and 

carried 


a75 


(B)  Why   the   Bahytoniani 
ihould  have  been  fo  particular- 
ly, ignorant  in  martial  affairs 
beyond   their  neighbours,    is 
what  we  can   no  more  con* 
ceive,  than  why  the  Arabians 
ihould  have  been  fo  particular- 
ly verfed  therein.     If  the  Ara- 
bian  had  been  what  he  is   re- 
prefented,  it  is  very   ftrange 
tht  Babylonian  (hould  not  have 
dreaded'fo  turbulent  a  neigh- 
bour, and  provided  for  his  own 
fafety  againft  him.     And  here 
we  muft  obferve,  that,  accord- 
ing to  our  author  (82),  and  by 
what  has  been  faid  in  the  note 
next  above,  the  Arabians  muft 
l^ave    been  famous   warrion, 
before  the  AJyrians  thcmfclves 
were  acquainted  with  that  art ; 
and  if  fo,  it  would  be  but  natu- 
ral to  fuppofe,  that  the  Baby^ 
lomansy  who  lay  between  them, 
Ihould  have  improved  them- 
felves  in  the  art  of  war  before 
the  ^ria«/;  and  that  for  fe- 
veral  reafons,  and  particularly 
becaufe  it  behoved  them  to  be 
on  their  guard  againft  fuch  an 
enemy  as  i^<^  Arabian.    But, 
as  natural  as  this  may  feem, 
we  are  here  told  quite  the  re« 
verfe ;  the  Babylonians  knew 
nothing  of  the  art  of  war,  and 
they  were  fwept  away  at  once. 
They,  it  feems,  knew  not  the 
Arabians  were  fuch  a  people 
as  we  ar6  told,  and  Contraftcd 
no  jealoufy  from  the  extraordi- 
nary preparations  and  proceed- 
ings of   their  neighbour  the 

(82)  Ctej,  opudDiod,  Sicul,  ubifu^. 
(S4)  Gett>ya<i* 


king  oiAJjfyria ;  and  fo  neither 
took    the   field,    nor    walled 
their  cities.     How  likely  this 
is  to  have  been,  we  leave  the 
reader  to  judge ;  and  fhall  only 
add,  that  this  account  dafhei 
very  remarkably    with    two 
y^ty  exprefs   and    important 
pafiages  of  facred  hiftory  re- 
lating to  the  Babylonian  king- 
dom,   which    reprefents   this 
country  to  have  been  the  firft 
after  the  flood  where  any  great 
buildings,  as  cities,  and  the 
like,  were  ereded,  and  parti- 
cularly   the  tower   of  Babel 
(83)  ;  and  the  people  to  have 
been  a  warlike  and  enterprifing 
nation,  fb  early  as  the  days 
of  Abraham,    when  we  read 
of  a  kin^  of  Sbinar  or  Baby* 
Ion  makmg    excurfions  upon 
the  Canaanites  and  others  in 
company '  with  the   king  of 
Elam  (84).     This  Babylonian 
king  was  plainly  a  warrior; 
and,  according  to  computation, 
could  not  have  been  much,  if 
at  all,  later  than  Ninus,    The 
city  of  BaSra  was,  we  find  by 
our  author,  fo  ftrongly  walled, 
as  to  be  in  a  manner  impreg- 
nable.    But  Babylon^  it  feems» 
was  not  as  yet  iif  being,  and 
the  ^hole  province,    and  its 
more  anticnt  cities,  were  fub- 
•  dued  at  once.     How  this  a- 
erees  with  the  Scripture,  we 
leave  the  reader  to  judge  :  it 
flatly  contradids  it;  as  may 
be  more  ainply  obferved  here* 
after. 

(83)  SuvqU  i.^.  3»3v 
T  »  la 
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dUTied  away  their  king,  and  all  hisdiildren,  whom  he 
•  afterwards  put  to  death  (C),  He  then  fell  upon  Armenia 
with  a  mighty  hand 5  bore  down  all  before  him,  and 
ilruck  fuch  a  terror  into  the  hearts  of  all  the  people  there, 
that  fhelr  ting  ,B^rz^»^xWmfelr waited  on  him  with  Hch 
eifts,  ^nd  made  rubrDi/iiontphlm ;  which  had  this'efFe£l9 
m^lNinm  courteoufly  left  him  in  poflefSbn  of  his  king- 
dom of  Armenia  ;  but  upon  this  cbnditibn,  that  he  fliould 
be  to  him  as  a  vaiTal/a^id  ferve  him  in  his  wars,  whenever 
l^eihojuld  require  it  {D}.  Encouraged  thus  to  proceed, 
he  nukes  an  attempt  ui^on  Mediae  and  overthrows  its 
king  Pbarnus,  though  at  the  head  of  a  mighty  army.  Moft 
of  the  army  of  the  Medes  he  flew  :  the  king  himfelf  was 
taken  prifoner,  together  with  his  wife  and  Teven  children, 
and  crucified  « (£)• 

And 
emid.  ibid. 
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And  now  he  muft  make  hiipfelf  mafter  of  all  Jfia 
between  the  Tanais  an(l  th^  Nile ;  and  that  he  might. 
With  the  more  fafety,  enter  upon  this  epterprize,  he  com- 
mits to  an  intimate  friend  of  bis  the  government.oi  hU 
new,  conqueff,  liledta^  while  he  marches  away  againft  the 
other  provinces  oVAJiay  which,  in  feventeen  years  time, 
he  reduced,  ajl  but  Ba^ria  an4  India,  The  nu^^iber  of 
tjie  nations  he  fubdued^  it  feepss,  are  no- where  enume- 
rated, or  the  battles  be  fought  by  any  one  defcribed  and 
reckoned  ;  but  thus  far,  we  are  told,  is  known  :  he  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  fea-coafts,  as  well  as  of  the  inland 
parts,  conqjuering  £;fy^^,  Phcenice^  Coele- Syria ^  Cilttiay  His  con- 
Pamphylia^  Lycia^  Caria^  Phrygian  Myfia^  Lydia^  TroaSy  qutfts. 
and  Phrygia  upon  the  Hellefpont^  the  Proponiis,  Sjihynia^ 
Cappadocia^  together  with  the  barbarous  nations  from 
Pontus  to  the  ^Anais  ;  the  Caddufiansy  Tapyridn^y  Uyrca- 
niansy  Dacian^^  DerbicianSy  Carmanians,  Chpramneqns^ 
Borchaniansy  and  ParthianSy  not  excepting  Pjrfuiy  th^ 
SuftanQy  and  w:hat  was  called  Cafpianay  which  he  pene- 
trated by  th^  pafles  called  the  CaJptan&irfighuiE).  Othejc 
,  .  nations 


tha(  were  £rft  attacked^  upon 
t))|e  fupjxudcion,  that  tl^e  worjd 
in  thole  days  KiieW  not  what 
i^ar  was.  The  ^hafylouian/y 
who  were  firfl  attacked^  make, 
no  refiflance  at  all :'  the  ^rnr/f- 
^nians^  w}iofe  turn  was  next^ 
ipaj^e  fi^iiEie  feiqt  (hew  of  rc- 
i}|l|ince, ;  and  now  tb|e  Medes, 
who  come  t^r^  ifi  ;urn,  t^- 
£(^  indeed.  Fof  fat^re  \ye  find 
they  had  regjular  armies  in  the 
^dfd  to  cope  with  ]\inw ;  and^ 
ainoftb{oo(!y  b^leis  fought. 
Pharnus^  according  to  ^\%, 
muji  have  ma4p  a  v^ry  extra- 
ordinary grogrefs  in  t;h?  art  pf 

w^o  ^p4  °?"^  ^^^^  ^^  ^' 
farlous  ^emy  ;  and  migljy^ 
havfibe^nareh^ous  v^^l, 
aQ<^  a  tiirl^ul^i;  n^ighbpt|r»  if 
^9  h^  I^een  permittedi  tp  live  \ 
^xA  io  he  is  pu^  tp  death, 
with  all  his  femUy.  But  this 
Mide  feems  to  have  been  as 
much  too  firong,  as  tne  Jr^ 


mman  apd  Bah^hnian  .were 
tpo  weak;  the  wjiolehasthe 
ait  Q^  untruth  and  inconfift* 
e^cy. 

(F)  Such  was  the  extent  of 
this  youthtttl:  monarchy,  ac- 
Qprding  tq  oor  author.  AQ 
thefe  coni|aeils,  wiefe  mad^, 
wit)\  tmin^rapted  fiiccefs,  b^ 
Ifinui ;  and  the&  numerooitf 
lotions,  and  others,  were  evei; 
after  confidered  as  parts  of  this 
4ffyriati  monarchy,  till  its  djf- 
feiution ;  a  ^ilihooNi  which  may 
be  proved  by  wl^at  we  kpow 
of  ^  hiftory  of  evtry  one  of 
thefe  nations;  who,  if  they 
were  in  very  early  ^yz  conquer- 
ed byany  antient^nVtif  kin?, 
Nifmsy  or  any  other,  thdr  {bb- 
jefiioncan  have  beien' but  for 
the  time.  We  know,  "by  ^e 
iifioty  of  the  fev^nU  nations 
that  precede  in  this  work,  that 
ijhfiy  ¥^ere  free  from  an  AJfyrian 
yoke,^  from  the  firft  times  we 
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nations  of  lefs  account  he  naw  fubdued  ;  but  found  It  im- 
praSicable  to  aiake  any  notable  imprcflion  on  the  Ba^ri- 
ens^  who  were  fccurcd  by  the  difficulty  of  their  paflTes, 
and  the  numbers  of  their  hardy  warriors  (G)  i  and  there- 

-  fore 


know  ofy  down  to  the  days  of 
Ptf/;  an  interval  of  many  ages, 
daring  which  no  Jffyrian  mo- 
narchy exIHed  on  this  fide  the 
Eupbratts,   So  that  if  any  fuch 
there  had  been,  and  if  its  du- 
ration were  fuch  as  Cttfias  and 
his  followers  'report,  it  muft, 
according  to  the  Htbnw  com* 
putation,    or  the  Samaritan^ 
have  taken  rife  many  ages  be- 
fore the  deluge,  and  have  end- 
ed about  the  time  thefe  na- 
tions, and  particularly  all  on 
tlutfide  the  Eufhratej^  began 
to  have  any  being   that  we 
know  of:  for,  from  the  days 
of  Jiraham  down  to  Pul,  there 
is  no  vefBge  of  an  AJfyrian 
power  ejctended  over  the  well- 
cm   parts   of  Afia.     This  is 
plain,  and  is  enough  to  prove 
this  monarchy  took  birth  in 
the  perfon  of  P«/,   the  firft 
Ajffyrian  king,    according    to 
Scripture ;  after  him,  thefe  na- 
tions, or  many  of  them,  and 
particularly  thofe  on  this  iide 
the  Euphrates,  did  confelTedly 
pay  obedience  to  the  Affyrian 
throne ;  which  before  that  time 
they  certainly  never  did,  at 
leaft  for  any  continuance  ;  fo 
that  there  could  have  been  no- 
thing of  this  pretended  ./^n'li/r 
unonarchy    from  Abraham  to 
P«/,    which  is  an  interval  of 
ahout  1 2^5  years,  which,  be- 
ing added  to  the  years  of  the 
interval  between  Ahrabam  and 


the  flood,  will  remove  the  rife 
of  this  monarchy  fo  near  to 
as,  in  comparifon  of  what  pro- 
fane authors  tell  ui,  that  we 
may  reckon  it  to  have  been  of 
late  origin. 

(G)    How  th^fe  BaSrians 
came  to  be  fuch  very  hardy 
warriors,  feems  unaccountable; 
they  could  never  have  had  the 
experience  of  a  fingle  campaign 
before  they  had  to  do  widi  the 
ambitious  l^inus.    The  fame 
arguments  may  be  brought  to 
prove,  that  Ninus  could  not 
poffibly  know    what  fc^diers 
they  were,  as  we  have,  a  few 
notes  above,  offered  to  demon* 
ftrate ;  he  coi^ld  know  nothing 
particular  of  the  martial  capa- 
city of  the  Arabians ;    for  if 
we  fuppofe,  with  our  author, 
and  l.rofUi  (86),   that   Ninus 
was  the  firft  real  warrior,   we 
cannot  allow  there  can  have 
been  any  nation  famous  for 
arms  till  after  his  conquefb  ; 
and  though  fome  nations,  da- 
ring his  progrcfs,  may  have 
put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  and  gathered  together 
in  the  nature  of  an  army,  Wr- 
nus  could  know  nothing  parti- 
cular of  them  till  he  had  tncd 
them ;  and  could  have  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  them,  ex- 
cept he  judged  by  their  ftature, 
and  ilrength  of  body  \  which 
may,  it  is  moil  likely,  have 
been  the   iame  In  all  thefQ 
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fore  he  defers  his  war  with  them,  till  he  (hould  be  better 
aflurcd  of  making  his  attempt  with  fuccefs  **. 

Leading  his  army  back  again  into  his  own  country j^gf^^^^ 
[Syria,  as  it  is  called]  (H),  he  determined  to  raife  him- ittto  ins 
felf  as  great  a  name  for  his  magnificence  at  home,   as  btewn  eosm^ 
hoped  he  ihould  enjoy  for  his  warlike  exploits  aibroad  5/r;. 
and,  with  this  defign,  marked  out  a  fpot  of  ground  where- 
on to  erefl  a  city,  which,    for  extent  and   iiatelinefs, 
(hould  not  onlv  far  furpa(s  all  that  had  ever  before  been 
in  the  world,  out  alfo  be  fuch  as  fhould,  with  the  greateft 
difficulty,  be  equalled  by  any  other  prince  in  ages  to 
come  (I).     Having  difmiUcd  the //ftfW<i«  king,  who  hz^Di/miJftt 
followed  him  in  his  wars,  with  high  honours,  and  noble  ^^'^f,?^/ 
gifts  (K),  and  having  got  a  muhiiude  of  hands  about-^*^^^** 
him,  and  amaffed  a  treafure  proportionable  to  his  under- 
taking,  he  laid  the  foundations  of  his  intended  city,  which 
rofe  to  that  ftupendous  degree  of  grandeur,  as  was  never 
after  beheld  in  any  city  whatfoever.     TTiis  city,  which  heKineveh 
honoured  with  his  name,  Ninus  [Nineveh]^  he  %2iVtioT  ^iuilt^  and 
poffeffion  to  the  moft  eminent  of  the  AJfyriam  (L),  ^\xhdefcribid. 
liberty,  at  the  fame  time,  for  thofe  of  any  other  nation  to 
fettle  there,  adding  to  it  a  large  territory  «. 

This  work  being  difpatched,  in  what  fpace  of  time  Ninus  a^ 
we  are  not  told,  Uinus  takes  the  field  tigain  to  {yAi^xx^gainmakei 
the  Ba^rianss  whom  he  had  left  unconquered  j    znd^ttMtr  wiih 
though  in  this  expedition  fuccefe  and  triumph  crowned '^*B*&i' 
his  endeavours,  it  is  for  nothing  more  remarkable,  than*^'- 

i>  Apud  eund.  ibid.  *  Ibid. 

ncigbbooring nations.  In  fliort.        (I)  This  is  S^/o/Hj  cxaftly : 

confidering  the  advantage  he  thus  he,  returning  from  the 

had  ofnumbers  and  experience,  conqaeft  of  Jfia,  applied  his 

as  alfo  the  torrent  of  his  yifto-  mind  to  fiub  ftuptndtss  nvprks, 

ries,  it  were  ridiculous  to  fup-  as  might  immortaUxi  his  namep 

pofe  he  could  dread  any  one  of  and  tnjerlafiingly  contributi  to 

thefe  nations  more  than  an*  the  public  good {Sg). 
other.  (K)  Thus  alfo  did  Sg/oJIris 

(H)  We  have  already  ob-  to  his  army  (90). 
fcrvcd,  that  Syria  and  jf^ria        (L)  This  again  is  almoft  the 

are  promifcuoolly  nfed  for  each  very  ftory  of  Sefofiris,  nubo/tt' 

other,  and  that  this  is  the  caufe  tlek  artain  portions,  by  lot,  of 

of  much  cionfa£on  in  geogra-  tbo  mofi  fertilg  land  in  Egypt, 

phy.  en  his  nvboli  army  [gi). 

(89)  Sa  vol,  il  p,  64.         (90)  Ih'd,         (91)  See  vol.  ii.  p,  60. 
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Scmira-    fof  his  mai*riagc  with  Semiramis  ;  which  leads?  us  to  fay 
mis,  her  fomething  of  the  obfcurity  of  her  birth,  and  the  fabli- 
Hrtl\       mity  of  her  elevation.     Her  birth  and  extrafl'ron  were, 
to  be  fure,  more  than  merely  mortal  j  for  flie  fprang  from 
a  goddefsj  Derceto  by  name^  who  h)ad  a  temple^  ereftcd 
to  her  near  a  fifty  lake,  not  far  from  AfcaUn  in  Bjria  (M), 
and  was  rcprefented  as  hilf  a  woman,  and  half  a  fifh  (N), 
upon  the  following  remarkable  occafiom  :  this  goddefs  \% 
faid  to  have  laboured  under  the  difpleafure  of  ^^rntri,  who, 
topunifh  her,  caufed  her  to  fall  impatiently  in  love  with 
a  youth,  who^  among  others,  happened  to  be  ofienng 
facrifice  to  her;  and,  unfortunately  conceiving  by  him, 
(he  wais  delivered  of  a  daughter ;  but,  afcamedof  her  guilt, 
«        and  defirous  to  conceal  it,  flie  murdered  the  youth,  and 
cxpofcd  the  infant  among  the  rocks  of  a  defert,  and,  over- 
Whelmed  with  grief  and  diftonour,  threw  herfelf  headlong 
iitto  the  lakej  and  became  a  fifc  (O).     The  unhappjr 
infant  was  miratuloufly  fuftained  and  nourifted  by  a  flock 
of  doves  or  pigeons  (P),  which  kept  her  warm  with  their 

wings, 


(M)  As  much  as  tKs  city 
WM'in  Syr/V,  it  was  a  city  of 
iAw  Proper' FalafiUfk^  and  be- 
longing to  the  PJbWjiiHis  (95) : 
lb,  by  this  accoant,  Semira- 
mis was  a  Philiftittr  by  birth, 
and  confec^uently  could  have 
no  manner  of  mation  to  the 
kii^  oiAJfyria^  cither  as  his 
fubje^cr  his  vaflal,  till  after 
tUc  conqucft  of  that  country 
by  the  (ucceflbrs  of  Pul  many 
ages  after  diis  pretended  time; 

(N)  Hence  fbe  is  taken  to 
have  been  the  fame  with  the 
Piiliftine  Dagfift^  wHo  is  com- 
monly fuppofed  to  have  been 
pii^ured  in  fome  fuch  manner ; 
but  this  we  havie  endeavoured 
to  confute  (96).  Befides,  2><i- 
gon  was  not  the*  peculiar  god 
of  Afcalon^  but  of  JJhdod.  or 
Aicatus\tfl)\  and  therefore  ve- 


ry unlikely  to  have  been  the 
Dercett  of  Afcalox. 

(O)  Hence,  perhaps,  the 
worlhip  of  fifties"  at  HierafoUs 
in  Syria  (98),  where  near  the 
temple  of  the  great  Syrian 
goddefs  was  a  lake  for  preferv- 
ing^thiem,  which  we  have  at 
large  defcribed  (99).  But» 
whether  Afcalm  or  Hierapalis 
was  the  original  feat  of  this 
fable,  or  any  other  place,  is 
quite  uncertain. 

(P)  Hence  it  (hould  be,  that 
Afcalon  was  fo  remarkable  ibr 
flocks  of  pigeons  (100),  not 
only  in  the  roads  and  fields,  bat 
about  every  houfe ;  whicii  the 
people  here  religioufly  abftain- 
ed  fi-om,  on  account  of  an  old 
tradition  concerning  the  on^ 
lawfukefs  of  the  contrary  (1). 

There  are   thofc  who  are 


.  (95)  PuU  I,  V.  t3  Straho  L  xvi.  p,  522.  •  (96)  W.  ii.  p*  221,  sxs, 

(97)  V»d.  (9S\  Uid,  ('90)  ML  p,  286.        (100)  mi,f^^O* 

(1)  Phiht  «pud  Evfn*  prgtp*evang»  U  viti.  p*  39$. 
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wmg^i  and  fed  her  with  railfc  from  tb«<  neighbouring  cot- 
tages ;  when,  at  a  year  old,  the  child  requiscd  %  m^re;. 
fiibftantwl  food,  they  were  oWerv«d  to  convey  checfe  tOt 
her.  The  neighbouring  (hepherds  hawng.  thus.difeovea'ed 
her,  they^  took  her  home  with  them,  and  fent  to  the 
chief  of  the  king's  (hepherds,  5i/w»M>y  name (Q^),  who, 

being 


^^X 


ready  to  believe  5ifWr/rmVmay 
have  borrowed  her  name,  as 
Diodarus  infinnates  {2),  from 
a  word  in  the  Syrian  tongaa, 
fignifying  a  dove  (3)  ;  but 
others  (4),  finding  no  fucli 
word  in  that  langxKS^,  rejed 
the  notion  as  groundlefs.  And 
thefe  are  moft  likely  ta  be 
right,  whatever  nuay  be  ofi^sred 
to  the  contrary,  upon  a  fuppo- 
iition,  that  the  word  may,  in 
length  of  time,  have  been  ob- 
literated (5).  From  all  this, 
and  more,  it  is  afTerted,  that 
the  enfign  armorial  of  JJfyria 
was  a  dove  (6) ;  and  it  has 
been  ventured  to  blazon  the 
Jffyrian  fhield  in  thefe  terms ; 
Thi  field  Sol,  a  d9V9  i}9lant 
proper  {7).  So  that  Semira- 
mis  is  reckoned  (8)  to  have 
been  the  origin  of  coasts  and 
creib.  Hence  it  is  fuppofed, 
that  in  the.  Vulgate  we 
read  (9),  ^a  fa^a  eft  terra 
iorum  in  defolationem  a  facie 
ira  columbAi  where,  in  oar 
tranflation,  inilead  of  the  anger 
of  the  ddfve\  we  read,  thtfiercg' 
nefs  of  the  ofprejfor ;  and,  in  thfi 

IMA^aifttfy  the  faco  of  thti 
ftwori ;  whidr,  iiu  a  very  anr 
tieot  SoKon^  tran&tion  in^  the 


library  ofCbrifl-Church  inOjp- 
ford(  10),  was  thos  taken,  Ths* 
face  of  thef^wordofths  cuhutr^ 
That  the  dove  was  a  pecvliar 
didin^ion  of  J^ri^  naay  be. 
colleaed  ffonof  HofeoHs  (11) 
dove  outtf  th  land  of  Affyrisu 
In  fine,  it  is  by  Cornelias  a  Lor 
fide,  and  others  who  follow 
the  interpxetatipaof  St.^'/row, 
related,  that  God  calls  Uebu- 
chadnescxar  a  dove  (12).  What- 
ever there  may  have  been  in  all 
this,  others  have  thought  the. 
Syrian  dbve  was  hieroglyphical 
only  (13),  and expreifive^the 
laicivious  nature  of  this  queen; 
and  this  may  appear  by  dw> 
fhamelefs  figure  of  her,  in  the 
temple  of  thegreat^ri^ff  god^ 
defs.  at  HieraffiUsr  with  a  doye- 
oa-lt9ihead  (14) ;  all.thUiseK** 
tremely  dark. 

(QJ  Thename  of  this  min, 
Simma^  has  made  {omt  miflake 
him  for  Sem  or  Sktm  ;  and  fo^^ 
according  to  them,  ^emiramit 
mu,ft  be  the  daughter  of  that 
fon  of  tJoah  (15).  This  is 
gixi^  her  anti()^Qx  enpugh, 
and  allowing  her  to.  \m^ 
beei^  born  belbre  any-body 
who/isi.  by  the  various^  au^ 
thors^fii$)poii9d  to  have  laid  the 
fonndaiien^.  either  of  the  kiiog- 


fl)  Bihh  bij^.  I  in  (j)  Grtg/ar,  inppftbum.p.  2^5,  (4)  J'Ofepb. 

Scalig,  itL  mt,  adfragm,  p,  43.  U\  Vid,  Grez.  ttbifap,,  U)  Vid, 

Mund.ibid.  (-j)  md:  *        '   \V^Jbii^p.7^, 

(9)  ^ereiB.  Mv.  38.  (Jo)  Fid.  Greg,  ubi fup,  {11)  Cbap., 

3ti.  2.        (12)  ytdir  Cfftg,  nbijajp*         (13).  jPftiu  apod  emd,  (14)  To/. 

^  ^  ^»  (15)  Fid.  Gng. p^b,  p.z$^, 
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being  childlefs,  adopted  her,  and  called  her  Semiramis^ 

borrowed  from  a  word  in  the  Syriac  tongue,  fignifying 

doves  or  pigeons  (R),  which  the  Syrians  ever  afterwards 

adored  as  divinities  ^. 

Ismarri'      She  grew  up,  and,  as  (he  far  exceeded  all  of  her  fex 

gj,  and    for  wit  and  beauty,  no  wonder  (he  captivated  the  heart  of 

tarried  to  one  MenoHj  who  was  fent  to  furvey   the  kind's  cattle, 

Nineveh,  though  at  the  fame  time  no  lefs  than  chief  of  his  ipafter's 

council,  and  governor  of  all  Syria.     Menon  had  iight  of 

the  divine  Sendratnis  at  Simma's  houfe  j  and,  not  without 

great  difficulty,  obtaining  her  confent,  conduded  her  tp 

Ninevibf  where  he  married  her,  and  had  two  fons  by  her, 

Hypates  and  Hydafpes  (S).     In  (hort,  (he  governed  her 

husbandl,  who  did  nothing  but  by  her  advice,  and  with 

her  participation,  and  grew  into  great  fame  for  wif- 

%  dom«.  ' 

Having  faid  thus  much,  by  way  of  introduftion  to 

what  is  to  follow,  we  muft  leave  her  for  a  while,  to  attend 

Ninus  in  his  Ba£frian  war.     Senfible  he  had  a  ta(k  of  the 

greateft  difficulty  to  furmount,  he  made  choice  of  the 

ableft  and  ftouteft  men  in  aU  his  dominions  ;  and,  refolv- 

NiausV     ing  not  to  mifcarry  this  time,  as  he  either  did  or  thought 

ixtroMrdi'he  (hould  before,  he  muttered  together  1,700,000  foot, 

naryprf  above  210,000  horfe,  and  no  lefs  than  10,660  fithed  cha- 

paraiiMs  j-jots.  Our  author  tells  us,  thefe  numbers  may  feem  incrc- 

for  the     i\\y\Q  .  but  ^hg^  we  (hall  think  them  nothing,  if  we  do  but 

^r^^  ?^confider  a  little  the  vaft  extent  of  JJia ;  and  efpecially  if  we, 

tbt^wxi'^^  the  fame  time,  call  to  mind  the  800,000  men  Darius 

S^  led  againft  the  Scythiar^Sy  and  the  numberlefs  army  that 

v^eMble  f^^^^^^^  Xerxes  into  Greece ;  things  of  late  tranfadion, 

'  and  what  every  body  in  his  time,  in  a  manner,  knew  ^. 

Having  by  this,  and  other  arguments  and  examples 
of  the  fame  kind,  endeavoured  to  get  the  better  of  the 

*  Apudeuttiibid.  *  Ibid.  f  Ibid. 

doni  of  AJfyria^  Of  of  that  of  the  limits  of  the  AJfyrian  cm- 

Babylon.  pirc. 

(R)  This  was  particularly        (S)    Thefe  are  the  GreeJk 

the  practice  at  Jfcabn,  as  may  names,  void  of  all  affinity  with 

be  gathered    from    what  we  any  names,  either  Affyrian  or 

have  cited,    a   note  or    two  BabylBnian,   Hydajpes  was,  ac* 

above ;  though  it  is  certain  to  cording  to  the  LXX.  the  name 

have  been  a  cuftom,  more  or  of  a  river  not  hr  from  the  TV* 

Icfs,  with  all  the  people  within  ^ris  and  Euphrates  (x6), 

(i<)  yid.  OrttU  tbefaur,  geogr,  ad  vtcemt 

incre* 
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incredibility  that  rtiight  ftart  up  to  the  difadvantage  of  this 
part  of  his  hiftory,  he  proceeds  to  tell  us,  that  Ninus^  as  he 
advanced  towards  the  freights  and  paffesinto5fl<5?r/^,  was 
obliged  to  divide  his  army  into  two  or  three  columns  ;  and 
that  fo  he  made  his  way  into  the  enemies  country  g. 

But,  before  we  proceed,  we  muft,  by  the  way,  takeBadria^ 
notice,  that  Ba&ria  was,  in  thofe  days,  adorned  vr'nhpopulouf 
many  large  and  noble  cities ;  that  the  capital  was  called  «»^  *w^ 
by  the  name  of  Ba£fra  5  that  one  Oxyartes  was  at  tfhbfi'^'i/^^ 
time  king  there  ;  that  he  called  in  all  his  fubjefls  that  were ^^''^^^* 
able  to  iSar  arms  ;  and  that,  in  confcquence  of  this,  he  ga- 
thered together  an  army  of  400,000  men.     With  thefc 
he  marched  towards  the  pafles  which  gave  admiffion  into 
'  his  country,  and  quietly  fuffercd  Ninus  to   enter  with 
part  of  hi3  army  ;  but,  perceiving  their  numbers  to  fwell 
confiderably,  he  fell  on  them  in  the  plain,  routed  them» 
forced  xheAffyrians  into  the  mountains,  and  killed  100,000 
of  them,      ihus  was  Ninus  repulfed  by  the  BaSfrians^ 
but  he  had  his  turn  of  conqueft,  overpowered  the  Ba^^r tan 
with  numbers,  and  broke  and  difperfed  his  army,  which 
ran  to  the  cities  to  defend  them  again  ft  the  invader.  Ninus'^  ^ 

with  eafe  enough  reduced  all  the  cities  and  ftrong- holds, 
but  the  ^  city  and  fortrefs  of  BaSfra  itfelf,  which  held  out 
a  long  and  tedious  fiege  (T). 

During  this  fiege,  Semiramh's  fond  husband,  then  at-Semira- 
tending  the  king,  was  taken  with  an  impatient  dcfirc  t6  kttxd^goesis 
bis  wife;  and,  fending  for  her,  fhe,  as  defiroiis  to  AK- the  camp 
play,  the  fupsriority  of  her  underftanding,  and  other  ex-'c/*''*  ^' 
ccUei;cies,  as  her  husband  was  of  her  company,  fet  out  for^'*- 
the  camp,  in  a  habit  fo  prudently  contrived,  as  at  once  to 
preferve  her  beauty,  and  conceal  her  fex,  and  at  the  fame 
lime  to  be  fit  for  agility  and  a£lion ;  a  mode  of  drefs 

s  Apod  eand.  ibid.  >>  Ibid. 

(T)  This,  according  to  our  impregnable  by  art.  All  this 
author,  muft  have  been  the  firfl  is  purely  faid  to  exalt  the  va- 
warfare  thtk  Ba^rians  were  lour  and  might  of  Mxivi;  tho% 
engaged  in  ;  and  yet,  by  this  if  it  had  been  aiked,  how  in 
ftory^one  would  think  they  had  nature  it  could  be  poffible  for 
beei^  old  and  experienced  in  the  ^/i^rw;,,  to  be  fo  extreme- 
all  the  branches  of  that  proffef-  ty  well  prepared  to  withftand 
^otL  Here  you  have  a  vaft  the  enemy,  it  had  been  a  que- 
army  of  well-difcijSlined  troops,.  fUon  C/efias  could  never  have 
a  wife  and  prudent  king  at  the  anfwered  with  any  propriety 
kad  of  tjj^e^i,  a  country  well  ojr  confiftency. 
A^ftndcd  by  nature,  and  a  dty 
^  which 
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which  fo  took  with  the  fancy,  that  the  Medis  are  faid  to 
have  aiTumed  it  when  they  came  to  empire,  and  the  P/r- 
ftans  alfo  *. 

She  no  fooner  arrived  before  Ba^ra,  than  {he  made 

remarks  on  their  manner  of  conducting  the  fiege ;  and 

particularly  took  notice,    that  they   amufed   themfelvea 

with  aflaulting  the  weakeft  places,  and  never  fo  much  as 

thought  of  making  an  effort. uppn  the  citadel,  and  other 

parts  of  more  ftrength ;  and  that  for  this  reafon  the  be- 

iieged  negleiSed  them,  to  defend  the  places  more  defence- 

lefs.     Ob&rving  this,  ibe  took  with  her  fome,  who  had 

a,particular  dexterity  at  climbing  up  rocks ;  and  with  thefe 

Sh$  is  iheiht  got  pofTeffioa  of  part  of  the  citadeJ,  and  immedi* 

tamfe  the  ately  made  fignal  to  th^  AJfyriam  to  give  the  affault  in  that 

eity  is  /ii- quarter :  the  city,  being  thus  thrown  into  the  greateft  con- 

ken.  fufion,  was  immediately  reduced  ^  (U), 

l^itmfirft     NiNUs,  aftoniflied  at  this  aftion,  at  firft  rewarded  her 

/kitten      as  (he  defer ved,  and  prefently  fell  a  flave  to  her  irrefiftible 

^tb  hit ; beauty,  endeavouring  by  all  means  to  perfuade  her  husband 

to  furrender  her  up  to  him,  and  particularly  tempting  hinv 


'  Apud  eand.  ibid. 

(U)  Whoever  reflcds  on  the 
hiftory  of  this  woman  hitherto» 
muftatonce  conclude  the  wri- 
ter of  it  to  have  been  no  bet- 
ter than  an  arrant  romancer 
writer,  and  an  aukward  one 
too.  Her  extraordinary  birth, 
hev  miracalous  prefervation  by 
dovet,  and  now  her  behaviour 
at  this  fiege,  ace  all  circum- 
ilances  completely  end  felf-evi- 
dently  romantip.  Buttheftory 
had  been  imperfe6t  without  a 
woman.  Tku8»  in,  the  tale  of 
Srftfiris,  hi(l  d%»ghter  Athyrte 
is  th#  adyifer  of  his  opnqneiis, 
ajDfi  azures  liMp  finocefi  would 
aafn4  hjflj,  i^  ^  wars  (17)  ; 
and  haS)  as  it  vyi^e^  the  honour 
of  ajil  hii  ^K^«fo.  So  is  it 
now  ^ith  Sfp^difmf ;  Sut  here, 
1^  l^r  6gapii}r  si^  ii^pidi- 


,*k  Ibid. 

ty,  performs  what,  without 
her,  perhaps,  had  never  been 
brought  to  pafs.  Where  is  the 
difference  between  ^/i&j^r/^  and 
Semiramis  ?  The  one  advifes, 
the  other  executes.  They  look 
very  much  like  the  fame  perfon 
in  different  employments ;  nor 
muft  we  wonder,  that  7v^txes 
talkSf  after  this,  oizxiJffyrian 
Sefiftris  { 1 8),  or  if  any  other 
fhould  writie  of  an  Egyptian 
Ninus,  We  would  now  add, 
that  the  BaBrian  king,  who 
is  here  called  Oxyartts,  h  by 
others  (19)  adM  Zoronjh'ej  ; 
concerning  whom,  or  the  n^tme 
at  leaOt,  we  fhall  have  fo  m^ch 
to  fay  in  a  more  proper  place, 
that  we  fhall  not  here  aatici- 


patt   any 
him. 


(i7)^«/.il.^59. 
c.  I. 


iid^Uii^  mtUnsttu 


concerning 
with 
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'with  the  promife  of  giving  him  his  daughter  Sofana  iit 
Carriage  5  but,  this  making  no  iropreffion  on  him,  Ninus 
changed  his  note,  and  threatened  to  pull  out  his  eyes  j 
which  threw  poor  Menon  into  fuch  a  fit  of  rage  and  de- 
fpair,  that  he  immediately  difpatched  himfelf.  Thus  was 
it  that  Ninus  became  poffeffed  of  the  incomparable  S^/w/rtf-J'^'^*^' 
mis  (V),  who  was  now  advanced  to  the  imperial  dignity  *.     ^^^  • 

Ninus,  now  lord  of  BaSira^  returned  with  immcnfe 
fpoil,  particularly  of  gold  and  filver^  and  fome  time  af-^^^ 
lerwards  had  a  Ion  by  Semirdmis^  called  NinyaSy  whom,  at  r  1^ 
his  death,  he  committed  to  the  care  of  his  wife,  appoint-^ 
ing  her  regent  of  the  empire  (W).     She  depofitcd  her 

huiband 
^  Apud  eund.  ibid. 


(V)  Scaliger  (20)  will  have 
It,  that  Semiramis  was  married 
XoAJhur  the  fon  ofSb^m ;  which 
is  much  the  fame  as  making 
her  the  daughter  of  Shem,  as 
we  have  dbfervcd  fome  would 
have  her  to  have  been,  a  note 
or  two  above.     His  reafon  for 
it  is  (21  ]»  becaoie  the  name  of 
lier  fon  Ninyas  better  agrees 
with  the  Hebrew  way  ofwri- 
.  ting  the  name  of  the  city  of 
Ntne'veht  than  that  of  her  pre- 
'  tended  hiisband  Ninus  i  a  name 
^  he  will  have  to.  have  beien  im- 
'pofed  by  the  Greeks  upon  the 
'  patriardi -<i^«r,  the  grandfon 
of  No'ab  (22).     According  to 
[  this  notion,  Sbem  himfelf  mud 
"  have  been  the  vulgar  ^/Zv/,  the 
'  fuppofed  father  of  Ninus f  and 
not  Nimrod^  who  was  three  ge- 
nerations later,  and  defcended 
from  Ham.    The  abfurdity  of 
all  this,    though  our  author 
pleafes  himfelf  in  it  (23),  we 
have  demonHrated  already  by 
i(everal  arguments.       * 

(W)  ^Thus  was  it  then  that 

ihe  became  <{XS!ceti  oi  jljyria ; 

'  bat  by  another  author  (24)  we 


underfbind,  that,  as  great  as  we 
are  taught  (he  muft  have  been 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  (he 
was  afraid  they  fiiould  know 
who  rded  them,  though  in 
right  of  the  minor  her  fon ; 
that,  to  conceal  this,  ihe 
cloathed  herfelf  fo  as  not  to  be 
known  from  her  fon,  with  a 
long  robe  on  her  body,  and  a 
tiara  on  her  head;  that,  to  co- 
ver the  deceit,  fhe  commanded 
the  people  to  drefs  after  the  fame 
faihion ;  and  that  thenceforward 
they  retained  the  habit  This  ac- 
count of  the  drefs  which  ihe  is 
faid  by  Diodorus  (25)  to  have 
brought  into  faihion,  is  much 
more  likely  to  be  true,than  what 
the  fame  author  (26)  relates 
concerning  the  habit;  that  ihe 
affumcd  it  to  preferve  her  beau- 
ty, and  to  quahfy  her  for  ac- 
tion, which  requires  a  fuccinft 
drefs,  rather  than  that  which 
may  be  feen  to  have  been  the 
mode  of  thefe  parts  afterwards 
in  Babylon  and  Per/epolis ;  for 
the  former  of  which,  we,  for 
the  prefent,  refer  the  reader  to 
Herodotus  (27) ;  for  the  latter. 


(20)  iVof,  infiag.  ad  calc»  emend,  temp.^,  43, 
(«3)  A/V/.  (24)  Juji,  r,  i.  e.  z, 

\%6)  Ihid.  (27)  LiK  u,c,  19s. 


tziyiUd.        (22)  Uid. 
(25)  Bibl.bift.t±  ;>.<7. 


to 
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husband  in  the  palace,  and  raifed  over  him  a  mount  of 

earth  of  wonderful  dimenfions,  no  lefs  than  nine  ffades 

in  height,  and  ten  in  breadth  (X),  confpicuous  over  all 

the  plain,  where  the  city  of  Nineveh  flood,  which  it  long 

furvived,  remaining  a  ftupendous  monument  many  ages 

after  the  fubverfion  of  the  empire  ", 

Semira-         Semiramis,  as  may  be  gathered  from  what  has  been 

mb*/  cba-  faid  before,  was  a  woman  of  an  afpiring  mind,  and  immenfe 

ra^er.      ambjtion,  and  now  thought  of  nothing  lefs  than  ecllpfing 

her  husband's  glory  (Y)  ;  to  which  end  fht  determined  to 

erca 
"*  Apod  eoad.  ibid. 


to  the  fculptures  of  the  ruins  of 
Perfepolis. 

The  flory  of  her  pretending 
to  pafs  with  the  people  for  her 
fon  Ninyasy  is  exploded  by  Sir 
Walter  Ralegb  (28)  j  fince, 
according  to  the  hiftorian,  Ni- 
nyas  mufthave  been  but  a  child 
when  his  fether  Ninus  died,  and 
nothing  near  to  the  ibture  of 
his  mother  s  who,  being  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  a  comely 
perfonage,  could  never,  by  any 
arts  of  concealment,  have  pafT* 
ed  for  a  child. 

(X)  Or  a  mile  and  a  quarter , 
allowing  eight  ftades  or  fu  rlongs 
to  the  mile.  And  by  the  fame 
rule  it  muft  have  been  a  mile 
and  half  a  quarter  in  height. 

( Y)  Rollin  fuppofes  fhe  want- 
ed to  cover  the  meannefs  of 
her  extraftion,  by  the  great- 
nefs  of  her  deeds  and  enter- 
prizes  (29).  But  hb  hiflorian 
warrants  him  in  nothing  of  the 
fort,  that  we  can  perceive.  An- 
other writer  tells  us,  that  (he 
was  a  Syrian  by  birth,  a  fer- 
vant-maid  to  one  of  the  king^s 
fervants,  and  the  king's  concu- 
bine; and  that  at  ^ngth  fhe 
got  fuch  an  afcendant  over  the 


great  Ninus,  that  fhe  obtained 
of  him  to  let  her  £t  on  the    ' 
throne,  and  command,  for  one 
day  ;  and  that,  perceiving  all 
her  orders  to  be  moft  exaftly 
executed,  (he  at  la(b  ordered 
her  guards  to  feize  on  Ninui 
himfelf,  bind  him,  and  put  him 
to  death  ;  and  that  thus  it  was 
(he  became  queen  of  w^>fa  (30). 
This  fame  ftory,  with  fome  va- 
riation, is  alfo  told  by  others. 
If  the  former  part  of  this  be 
true,  (he  had  fome  reafon  to  be 
afhamed    of   her  extradlionj 
and,  if  the  latter,  it  was  but 
policy  in  her  to  endeavour  to 
outdo  her  fond  predeceiTor; 
who,  according  to  this,  muft 
have  been  fuch  a  Ninus  dcfcri- 
bed  hy  Phoenix  Colophonius(^i), 
who  is  reprefented  exadlyas 
KDOihtrSardanapaluSt  and  may, 
it  is  likely,  have  been  meant 
for  the  fame ;  for  we  cannot 
conceive  how  fo  very  effemi- 
nate a  cbara^er  can  fuit  with 
the  great  Ninus  the  conqueror. 
A  mean  and  fcandalous  prince 
(he  might  have  outdone,  and 
kept  her  ground  after  (he  had 
deAroyed  him ;  but^  for  fuch 
a  prince  as  Ninus  is  on  all  (ides 


(28)  Hifi,  of  the  v)ot!d,  e.  12.  §.  a.  (a^)  /{«///«.  bifl.  des  jify^ 

^tipnofofb.  I.  xii.  ^.53°* 

allowed 
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creft  a  city  in  the  province  of  Babylon  v  making  incrc-  nfihes  to 
dible  preparation  for  the  work,  and  aflemblin^  together  ^ifi/^Ba* 
two  millions  of  men  to  affift  therein.    This  city,  as  ihebylon. 
contrived  it,  was  divided  by  the  Eupbratesy  and  flie  fur- 
rounded  it  with  a  wall  of  360  ilades  in  circuit  (Z),  of 
fuch  thicknefs,  that  fix  chariots  might  drive  abreaft  there- 
on, and  of  height  beyond  imagination,  no  lefs  than  fifty 
orgyas,  or  fathoms,  and  adorned  with  250*turret8,  indue 
and  proper  proportk)n  thereto,  the  whole  a  folid  body  of 
.  brick  cemented  together  with  bitumen  ;  and  betweeil  this 
wall  and  the  houfes  was  left  a  fpace  of  two  pletbra,  or  200 
feet  »• 

That  this  enormous  city  might  be  ereded  with  the7^^  1,1^^ 
difpatch  her  impatience  required,(he  allotted  a  fpot  of  a  far-ner  jS^ 
long,  to  as  many  of  her  trufiieft  friends  as  the  fftztntfs  contrived 
of  the  furface  required  ;    affignin^  to  each  every  thingto  Jha'ue 
that  was  neceflary  for  the  undertaking ;  by  which  means,  ^i&#  city 
though  ihe  allowed  no  more  than  the  fnort  fpace  of  2ihmltiHa 
year  for  the  completion  of  the  whole,   her  Commands^^'  '*«v. 
were  punctually  obeyed.      She  highly  approved  of   the 
work,  and>  to  join  the  divided  parts  of  the  city,  fhe  or- 
dered a  bridge,  which  was  as  ftrongly  built,  as  artfully 
contrived,  and  as  beautifully  adorned,  as  any  that  fince 
ititn  has  ever  appeared  in  the  world.     The  ftones  of  it 
were  firmly  clamped  together  with  iron,  and  the  paflage 
over  was  on  a  floor  of  cedar,  and  cyprefs,  and  palm- 
trees  ;  but  the  breadth  of  it,  feemingly  too  fmall  for  the 
length,   which  was  five  flades,   amounted  to  no  more 
than  thirty  feet.     On  each  fide  of  the  river  fhe  raifed  a 
wharf,  or  key,  of  the  breadth  of  the  walls,  and  an  hundred 
flades  in  length ;  and  at  each  end  of  the  bridge  fhe  ere<^- 
'  cd  two   palaces,   whence  fh^  might  reciprqcaJly  furvey 
and  awe  both  parts  of  the  city.     The  Euphrates  paf&ng 
through  the  midfl   of  Babylofty    from  north  to  fouth, 
thefe  two  palaces  flood,  the  one  to  the  eafl,  the  other 
to  the  wefl ;  both  of  diem  fumptuous  and  magnificent 
to  the  utmofl.    The  weftern  was  furrounded  by  a  lofty 

^  Apud  eond.  ibid. 

allowed  to  have  been»  we  can-  city,  we  here  confine  ourfdves 

not  apprehend  it  could  have  to  what  Ctefias  relates  of  it, 

been  m,  her  power,  either  to  reprdlefs   whether    true    or 

'  ]uive  pacified  her  new  fubje^,  fsSk  i  which  we  referve  for  a 

or  to  have  eclijpfed  him.  particular  Inqoinr,  in  the  hi- 

(Z)  As  we  mall  have  ocea-  ftory  of  the  BaiyioMum  Ung- 

fion  hereafter  to  dcfcribe  this  doiliv.. 

wall 


Digitized  by 


Google 


l8S  r^beiUJiory  of  the  AiS^nOiB.         Kl. 

yh\\  of  brick,  ^11  fixty  ftades  rn  circuit,  within  wiiich 
was  a  fecond,  wrought  and  adorned  with  figures,  as  it 
were  ffbm  the  very  life,  fo  curioufly  were  they  formed, 
and  fo  naturally  coloured.  This  magnificent  wall  was  40 
ftades  in  citcurfiference,  300  bricks  thick,  50  fathom 
high,  and  thereon  were  raifed  towers  of  70,  of  the  fame 
meafurc  in  height.  Within  this  there  was  a  third  wall, 
or  inclofurc,  far  furpaffing  the  fecond  in  height  and 
breadth  5  on  which,  and  its  towers,  were  reprefented  all 
manner  of  living  creatures,  as  before  ;  and  more  efpeci- 
allv  a  great  hunting  of  all  kinds  of  wild  beafts,  each  four 
cubits  in  height,  and  upwards  ;  in  the  midft  of  which 
appeared  Semiramis  herfelf,  mounted  on  a  fteed,  darting 
through  a  iiK)pard,  and  her  husband  Minus  near,  in  clofe 
combat  with  a  lion,  whom  he  pierced  with  his  lance  % 
this  wall  was  30  ftades  about.  To  this  palace  fhe  had 
three  gates,  under  which  were  rooms  of  brafe,  for  the 
celebration  of  feftivals,  which  were  opened  by  a  mecha- 
nical contrivance  •, 

This  palace  far  exceeded  that  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river,  both  for  dimenfion  and  magnificence ;  for  the  outer* 
moft  wall  of  this  was  no  more  in  circumference  than  the 
inncrmoft  wall  of  the  former  5  and,  for  decoration,  the 
whole  was  much  inferior  to  what  we  have  defcribed.  So 
our  author  tells  us,  though  with  feme  feeming  incon« 
'fiftency,  when  in  the  fame  breath  he  informs  us,  that, 
bcfidcs  the  brazen  ftatues  of  Ninusy  Semiramis^  their  great 
officers,  and  Jupiter ^  ^hom  the  Baifhnians  called  S$lus^ 
there  were  not  only  whole  armies  drawn  up  in  battalia,  but 
likewife  the  reprefentation  of  various  kinds  of  hunting,  to 
the  great  delight  and  fatisfa£tion  of  the  beholder  '. 

Th  lake       ^^^  ^^^^  being  completed,  Semiramis  funk  a  Taft  lake ; 

fef  ^,     eachfide  where  of  was  300  ftadia  in  hngth,  the  whole 
lined  with  britk  ftrongly  cemented  with  bitumen,   and 
no  lefs  than  35  feet  in  depth.     This  lake  was  funk  on 
purpofe  to  receive  the  waters  of  the  Euphrates^  which  ihe 
'  diverted,  while  (he  ere£ted  a  covered  pafiage,  or  vault, 
acrofs  the  bottom  of  the  river,  whereby  to  have  commu- 
nication between  her  two  oppoAce  palaces.     This  vault 
-¥^  20  bricks  thick,  12  feet  high,  and  15  broad  ;-  a  work 
£ili{hed  within,  the  fpace  of  260  days,  wfa^n  ^eriver  wu 
again  reftored  -to  its  anttent  coarfe  and  liberty.  '  At  tfae 
-etids^of  this  vaUlt  (he  had  brazen  gates^*  which  contiftUQd^ 
lay^tfcey,  t<J«he  time  of  the  P/r^»  conqueft  9. 

•  Apad  eond.  ibid.  P^Ibid.  %  Ibid. 
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In  the  midft  of  th?  city,  though  on  which  fide  is  not  TtrnpU  of 
faid,  (he  built  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Belus^  concerning  Beiui. 
which  our  author  has  nothing  particular  to  relate,  except 
that  it  muft  have  been  of  a  furprifing  height  (A) ;  that,  like 
the  reft  of  the  city,  it  was  built  of  brick  and  bitumen  j 
and  that,  on  the  top  of  it,  Semiramis  placed  three  flatucs 
of.  beaten  gold,  viz.  of  Jupiterj  Junoy  and  Rhea.  The  , 
ftatue  of  Jupiter  was  upright,  and,  as  it  were,  walk- 
ing ;  forty  feet  high,  and  weighing  loob  talents  of  6a^ 
iylotj  ■:  the  ftatue  of  Rhea  was  of  the  fame  weight,  and 
iat  on^  golden  throne,  with  a  lien  ftanding  at  each  knee, 
and  near  them  two  very  great  ferpents  of  filver,  weighing 
30  talents  apiece  :  the  ftatue  of  Juno  was  ereft,  and 
weighed  800  talents ;  file,  with  her  right-hand,  grafped 
a  ferpent  by  the  head,  and,  in  her  left,  held  a  fccptre 
enriched  with  gems.  Thefe  deities  had  a  table,  or  altar, 
common  to  the  three,  made  of  beaten  gold,  40  feet  in 
length,  15  in  breadth,  and  weighing  500  talents.  On 
this  table  ftood  two  flagons,  or  goblets,  of  30  talents 
weight,  and  near  them  two  cenfcrs,  but  \hefe  weighed 
500  talents  each  ;  as  alfo  three  drinking-bowls,  or  vafes, 
of  which  that  dedicated  to  Jupiter  weighed  1200  talents 
of  Babylon^  the  other  two  600  *^  (B).         , 

All  this,  and  a  great  deal  mpre,  is  afcribed  to  Semira-  Builds  fi* 
mis.     Babylon  was  not  the  only  city  flie  raifed  ;  (be  built  ^eral  ci* 
ftveral  others  on  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  and  the  Euphrates ,  ties, 
iox  the  fake  of  commerce  and  communication  with  the 
remote  parts  of  her  empire,  and  to  exalt  the  majefty  of 
the  great  capital ;    which  ftie  farther  diftinguifticd  by  a 
moft   extraordinary  obeh'fk,  hewn  out  of  the  mountains  Her  # j/« 
of  Armenia i    125  feet  high,    five  broad,  and  five  deep.  iijk. 
This  fhe  removed  from  its  native  place,  by  multitudes  of 
oxen  and  affes  j  and  thence  Ihipping  it  on  the  river,  con-  ^ 

veyed  it  to  Babylon^  and  eredcd  it  in  a  remarkable  part 

'  Apud  eund.  ibid. 

(A )  We  have,  as  well  as  we  back  to  what  we  have  formerly 

have  been  able,  determined  the  faid  about  it  (34). 
height  of  this   tower,   which         (B)  Pliny  (;5)  takes  notice* 

was  raifed  long  after  tbcfc  pre-  of  Semiramis^  bowl  or  goblet, 

tended  times  by  Nebucbadnex-  which    weighed   no  lefs  than 

%ar  ;  and  mud  refer  the  reader  fifteen  talents.  ' 

-     (h)  ^'^/•»'  P'  331*  &f'P  (35)  ^'ft'  «'^  /.  x*«v.  e,  3./.  584, 

€dit,  Frobet, 
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of  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city  j  and  it  is  by  our  au- 
thor reckoned  one  of  the  feven  wpndcrs  of  the  world  «• 
Wars  upon  When  Bemiramis  had  done  all  this,  (he  putsherfelf  at 
/i&fMcdes.  the  head  of  a  vaft  army,  marches  into  Mediay  and  there 
encamps  near  a  mountain  called  Bagiflan^  where  fhc  mad^ 
a  pleafant  garden,  of  12  ftades  in  circumference  :  it  was 
in  an  open  champain  country,  and  plentifully  fupplied  with 
water  from  a  neighbouring  fpring.This  mountain  was  dedi- 
cated to  Jupiter^  ox  BeluSy  and  17  ftades  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, which  fhe  is  faid  to  have  **  afcended  from  the  plain 
•^  to  the  top,  on  the  packs  and  loa^s  carried  by  the  beafla 
**  of  burden  that  followed  her."  At  the  bottom  of  this 
rock  file  caufed  aftatueof  herfelf  to  be  hewn  oiit,  as  at- 
tended by  100  of  herchoiceft  guards  ^ 

From  hence  fhe  marched  till  (be  came  to  Chaorty  a  city 
of  the  Medes  ;  and  there  encamping  on  an  eminence,  flic 
look  notice  of  a  very  lofty  rock,  on  the  top  of  which  alfo 
.  fhe  formed  a  very  fine  garden,  and  ereded  (lately  edifices, 
whence  flie  might  command  a  view  of  the  beauties  of  the 
fpor,  the  wide  extenfion  of  the  place,  and  the  whole 
camp  of  her  army.  Here  fhe  is  faid  to  have  wafted  much 
of  her  time,  and  to  have  given  herfelf  up  to  wanton  dal- 
liances and  amours  (C)  ;  for,  jealous  of  htr  power,  and 
high  command,  (he  would  take  no  partner  to  her  bed,  but 
chofe  rather  to  admit  the  comelieft  men  of  her  army  to 
her  embraces;  which  were  fatal  to  all  that  enjoyed  them; 
for  all  fuch  fhe  immediately  doomed  to  death  u  (D). 

Moving  from  this  place,  fhe  advanced  towards  Ecba* 
tan^  and  in  her  way  levdled  the  mountain  Zaxcaum^ 
which  was  many  flades  in  extent ;  and,  for  its  frequent 
precipices,  impafTable  but  by  much  labour.  This  fhe  did 
to  add  to  the  glory  of  her  name,  and  to  facilitate  the  paf- 
fage  to  all  who  fhould  have  occafion  to  travel  that  way  (E). 
She  did  it  with  infinite  labour  and  expence,  and  hence  the 
work  came  to  be  called  Semiramis's  Road  or  Way. 
When  fhe  came  to  Echatan^  fhe  there  built  a  mofr  mag- 
nificent palace,  and  did  more  tl>an  fhe  had  any-whcrc 

•  Apud  eund.  ibid.  *  Ibid.  « Ibid. 

(C)  Authors  are  divkled  in     iWffjv/,  and  puttipg  him  cruelly 
their  opinions  of  her  chadity,     and  ungratefully  to  death. 

as   may    be    remarked   here>         (£)  Plutarch^   as  we  fhall 

after.  obferve  a  little  ferther,  com- 

(D)  This  is  of  a  piece  with  pares  her  with  Stjaftris  for  va- 
the  ttory,  'five  notes  above/ of  lour  and  magnificence. 
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clfe  done.  Tbe  city,  till  then,  had  faboured  under  want 
of  water  ;  a  defc£l  which  flie  amply  fupplicd  with  her 
lifual  toil  sirid  6xpence  ^.    . 

From  Mtdia  ihe  continued  her  progrefs  through  Ptfr- 
fia^  and  the  reft  of  her  Afiatic  provinces,  leveling  J)oth 
jocks  and  cpouh tains  before  her ;  and,  on  the  contrary^ 
\xi  plain  and  chatxipatn  tracks,  ntifing  hills  to  vary  and 
adorn  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  ferve  for  monuments 
to  h«r  Captains  and  chief  commanders.  In  fome  places 
(he  built  towns  and  cities^  and  was  conftantly  ufed  to 
raiid  an  eminence,  whereon  toere<9:  her  own  pavilion,  that 
fo  fhe  might  have  a  profpe<El  of  bor  whole  army.  Many 
of  thefe  things  are  fa^id  to  have  remained  a  long  time  after 
her  xnAJia^  and  to  have  been  commonly  called  SeahrA'' 

MIS'S  WORKS  3C.  ^ 

Having  thus  vifjted  her  dominions  in  Afia^  fhe  neJit 
went  to  Egypt y  furveyed  that  kingdom,,  and  added  th« 
greateft  part  of  Libya  to  her  othf r  acquifitions.  She-  then 
paid  a  viiit  to  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon  j  and^  inquiring 
bow  long  fhe  had  to  live,  the  oracle  made  anfwer,  "She 
•*  ftiould  vanifli  from  the  fight  of  men,  and  obtain  mk-' 
•*  mortal  honour  and  worfhip  from  fome  of  the  Afiatic 
"  nations,  at  fitch  i\n\t  as  her  fon  Ninyas  fhould  plot 
^*  againft  h^t  life."  Hovr  fhe  took  this,  we  are  not  told  ; 
but  from  hence  fhe  made  war  upon  Ethiopia  ;  and,  having 
fettled  things  there,  and  taken  a  view  of  the  rarities  of 
that  country,  ihe  marched  back  into  Afia^  and  halted  at 
Baara  r. 

Herb  (her  for  fome  years  enjoyed  berfelf  in  peace  ;  but  R^fohfis 
at  kngth,  impatient  of  fo  quiet  and  calm  a  way  of  life,  /^  invaJe 
Ihc  meditated  a  war  againfl:  the  king  of  /»<//<?.  As  flie  had  India. ' 
been  informed  of  the  tranfcendent  amenity  of  the  coun- 
try, its  double  fertility,  its  immenfe  riches,  and  matchlefe 
elephants ;  (he  refolved  upon  nothing  lefs  than  the  conqueft 
of  that  moft  extenfive  part  of  the  old  world.  But,  being 
apprifed  of  the  difficulty  of  the  undertaking,  (he  ordered 
all  her  governors  to  feleiS  the  chcriceft  of  the  youth  in 
their  provinces,  to  arm  them  completely,  and  to  take 
care  they  rendezvoufed  at  a  place  appointed  in  Baciria^ 
within  the  fpace  of  three  yea:s.  She  fent  for  fhipwrights- 
out  of  Pheenici^  Syria^  and  Cyprus^  and  other  maritini 
places  ;  andy  preparing  a  ftore  of  timber  anfwerable  to  her' 
defigns,  fhe  ordered,  that  they  (hould  frame  her  a  certain' 
.  number  of  vcfieb,  ta  be  tranfported  in  pieces   by  land^ 

*  Apua  eand.  ibid.  ^  Ibid.  ^  Ibii 

U  2  ■   where- 
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wherewith  to  crofs  the  Indus,  whofe  adjacencies  were  de- 
ftitute  of  wood  *. 
Her  mock-  Shb  in  the  next  place  confidered,  that  ihe  laboured 
tUpbunts.  lunder  a  great  difadvantage  for  want  of  elephants,  in  which 
Stabr4>bates,  the  king  of  India,  at  that  time  was  mighty 
and  ftrong. .  How  to  get  any,  {he  knew  not  j  art  therefore 
mufl  be  ufed  :  and  (he  ordered  a  number  of  counterfeit 
elephants  to  be  contrived,  thinking  to  terrify  the  Indians 
by  this  ilratagem,  they  being  pofTefTed  with  a  notion,  that 
the  elephant  was  no-* where  bred  but  in  their  country.  Ac- 
cordingly 300,000  black  oxen  are  flaught^red,  and  their 
flefh  diftributcd  to  poor  people,  who  were  to  make  up 
thein  hides  in  the  form  of  efephants,  which  were  to  be 
fluffed  out,  and  carried  by  a  camel  within,  and  guided 
each  by  a  man  without.  The  people  who  wrought  at  thi$ 
were  furrounded  by  a  lofty  inclofure,  and  nobody  fuffered 
to  go  in  or  out,  that  none  might  know  what  they  were- 
about,  and  convey  the  news  to  the  Indian  king  a. 

Her  veffels  and  elephants' being  ready,  and  all  in  twp 
years,  {he,  in  the  third,  rendezvoufed  her  army  in  the 
kingdom  of  BaSlria,  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  of 
foot,  200,000  horfe,  100,000  chariots,  and  100,000  men 
on  <5amels,  who  wielded  fwords  four  cubits  long.  Her 
,  tranfports  were  2000  in  number,  and  carried  by  camels 
(F),  as  were  alfo  the  mock-elephants,  which  the  horfe- 

men 
^  Apud  cund.  ibid.  "  Ibid, 

(F)  Thcfe    numbers,    fays  **  upon  camels ;  200,000  ca- 

Suidas  (35),  ihe  levied  by  her  "  mels  for  other  u/cs  1  and  let 

lieutenant  Denet/eus,  who,  by  "  there  be  300,000  ox-hides 

his  name,    (hould  have  been  "  prepared,    and  3000  (hips 

her  kinfman.    The  fame  au-  "  built  in  BaSria^  with  bra- 

thor    (36)    exaggerates   thefe  "  zen  prows;  and  manned  by 

numbers  moftmonftroufly,wri-  "  Syrians,    Phoenicians^     Cy» 

ting,  that  ihe  thus  gave  orders  **  priots,  C/V/V/offj,  and  others 

to  the  faid  Dercet^us,  "  Go,  **  on  the  fea-coafts,  quite  to 

"  and  prepare  for  an  expedition  **  the  Hiile/ponty    This  is  a 

"  in   three  years,    beginning  notable  addition  to  the  Ctefian 

"  from  the  HelU/pont  and  Li-  {lory,  and  a  great  inikncc  of 

**  hya,   to  BaSira  ;  and  levy  credulity  or  prefumption  in  the 

•*  three  millions  of  foot,  one  writer  ;  and  tempts  us  to  fay, 

"  million  of  horfe,    100,000  that  the  Greek  hiftorians  feem 

*'  iithed    chariots ,   and    the  to  have  been  particularly  fond 

'*  like  number  of  men  to  iigbt  of  the  marvelous,  and  to  have 

;  •    {l<i)AdvHem%lt^ifAlJLU,  {36)  iW^. 
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men  endeavoured  to  familiarize  to  their  fteeds,  that  they 
might  not  take  fright  at  them  when  they  came  to  battle  *1. 

Stabrobates  heard  of  this,    and  prepared  for  the  Srabroba» 
ftorm  ;  and  firft  he  built  4000  boats  of  the  great  canes  tes,i/»g- «/ 
[bamboos]  which  grew  in  the  rivers  and  fens  of  In^ia  ;  India,/r#- 
and  with  great  diligence  got  together  a  far  greater  zrmy  pares  to 
than  that  of  Semiramis.    He  added  to  the  number  of  ele-  reaivi 
phants  he  had  before,  caufing  numbers  to  be  taken  for^^^j 
that  purpofe,  and  to  be  apparelled  with  every  thing  that 
might  make  them  dreadful  to  an  enemy ;  that  by  their 
number  and  armour  they  might  be  invincible  by  any  hu- 
man force.     Thus  prepared,  he  fends  embafladors  to  iS^- 
miramisy  then  on  her  march  towards  him,  with  complaints 
and  reproaches  for  offering  to  make  war  upon  him,  with- 
out the  leaft  provocation  :  by  a  private  letter,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  upbraided  her  with  her  infamous  life,  vowing, 
by  heaven,  that  he  would  crucify  her,  if  he  conquered* 
She  perufed  this  letter,  fmiled  at  the  Contents,  and  an-> 
fwercd,  **  The  Indian  ihould  ere  long  be  better  acquaint- 
*'  ed  with  her  by  her  carriage  and  aftions  ^.** ' 

When  (he  came  to  the  banks  of  the  InduSy  ihe  dif-  Seiiirra- 
covered  the  enemy's  fleet  drawn  up  againfl  her  ;  where-  mis  ^  /^# 
upon  flie    prepared  and  launched  her  own,  which    {he^^^^^f 
manned  with  the  braveft  of  her  people,  and  gave  battle,  ^^'  Indus, 
ordering  it  fo,  that  thofe  on  Ihore  might  he  aiding  and>  " 

aflifting  on  occafion.     The  fight  was  obftinate  5  but  5^- 
miramis  in  the  end  came  off  victorious,  funk  lOQO  of  the  ^ 

Indian  barks,  and  toofk  a  multitude  of  prifoners:     Slated  . 
with  this,  (he  fell  on  the  cities  and  iflands  of  the  river^ 
and  made  100,000  captives  <J. 

Upon  this  Stabrobates  draws  off  his  army,  as  if  afraid,  Stabroba- 
but,  in  truth,  to  decoy  Semira'mis  over  the  river  ;  and  (he,  tcs /eignt 
ignorant  ^f  his  meaning,  no  fobner  ^rceived  his  retreat,  a  retreat. 
than  (he  ordered  a  broad  bridge  of,  boats  to  be  ftretched 
acrofs  the  river,   and  marched   over  her  army,    leaving 
only  60,000  men  to  guard  the  bridge,  while  (he  went  int 
purfuit  of   the  flying  Indians..    She   marched  with  her 

*>  Apod  eund.  ibid,  «  Ibid.  <*  Ibid. 

made  a  greater  merit  of  mag-  no  fpot  on  the  face  of  the  earth 

nifying  things,  even  beyond  all  could  have  fuflained  thefe  mul- 

bounds,  than  of  reprefenting  titudes,    though    every    ipart 

them  as  they  really  wcre^  For  and  bcaft  had  fed  upon  nothing 

here  it  is  obferved  (37),  that  bat  graft,  • 

(J7)  Raleigh's  bifi,  of  the  world,  ubtfu^d, 

U  2  S0iOck- 
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mock-elephants  in  the  t»ont,  thereby  to  deceive  ^nd  inti- 
midate  the  enemy  }  pnd  it  ieems  that  herein  flie  did  not 
contrive  amifs ;  for  the  Indian  fcouts,  miftaking  them  for 
real,    gave  a  dreadful  account  of   their  Ofntltiittdes,  and 
ftrack  a  terror  into   their  coontrymefl,    who  could  not 
conceive  whence  the  AJJyrians  (faould  Juve  f^irniflied  thefm- 
felvcs  with  thefe  tremendous  aninruU  ;  bui  ih^  deceit  WM 
foon  dif  overed  ;  for  fome  of  Sfmirami$*^  people,  defcriing 
over  to  the  Indians^  for  fe*r  of  puoilhnifcnt  i|)ey  e?(pedeU 
for  negleft  of  duty,  revealed  to  them  th«  whole  frflttcy, 
and  Siabrobates  immediately  ordered  prochimation  thereof 
to  be  made  throughout  all  hi«  $rmy  «, 
Semira-        SemIramis,  in  the  mean  time,  advanced  towards  tha 
mis  on  the  Indian  army,  with  her  falfe  elephants  in  front,  ivhich  cam« 
other  fide  yp  with  the /wiftf^  h(  rfe  and  chariots,  difpofed  at  fome 
of  the  In-  diftance  before  the  main  body  of  the  foot,  fthd  the  elej:  bants^ 
^^-  They  charge,   and  the  Indian  horfei,  frightened  arid  of- 

'      'hh-  ^^^^  *^  ^^^  ^^"'  ^^  ^^  hide»,  either,  threw  their  riders,. 
Tit   of      ^^  carried  them  into  the  mklft  of  the  Jffyrmns,     Semira- 
IndU^      /w/V,  perceiving  the  advantage,  wicb  a  choice  body  of  nkn 
attacked  the  difordcred  Indians^  compktely.routed  them, 
,and  drove  them  back  again  to  the  grofs  of  ^ir  army, 
Stabrabatesy  in  fome  conftemation,  charges  with  his  foot, 
fuftained  by  his  elephants,  himfelf  mounted  on  a  ftateiy 
one  in  his  right  wing,  oppofite  to  Semira  mis  then  in  hep 
left.     The  fhock  was  violent,  and  the  {laughter  great, 
caufed  particularly  by  the  elephants.     $emiramis\  mock- 
elephants  now  proved  ufelefs  and  cumberfome,  and  the 
wholey!^r/Warmy  betook  themfelves  to  a  precipitate  flight. 
Her  over-  In  the  niidft  of  this  battle,  the  AJfyrian  queen  and  Indian 
/i>r<)««;  W  king  fought  hSnd  to  hand  ^  the  king  wounded  her  firft 
Jiigbu  *      in  the  arm  with  an  arrow,  and  then  with  a  dart  in  the 
fhoulder,  as  (lie  was  turning  about  to  fly  from  himi  for 
flie  fled  in  the  end,  and  the  whole  army  with  her  ^. 

When  they  came  to  the  bridge,  the  throng  was  fuch, 
that  many  who  had  efcaped  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  were 
miferably  pteflcd  to  death,  .or  perilhed  under  foor,  being 
thrown  down  and  trampied  upon,  or  pu(hed  into  the  river. 
Semtramisy  when  l\\R  body  of  her  army  bad  crofled  the 
river,  ordered  the  bridge  to  be  cut  down,  w^ile  chiefly 
laden  with  Indians^  and  many,  of  them  periflied  by  thi^i 
means.  And  now  flie  w^s  fafe  from  farther  danger ;  the 
liver  was  between  her  and  the  enemy  ;  and,  befides,  the 
'      Indian  was  admonifhed  not  to  be  eager  in  the  purfu^it,  by 

^  Apud  eund.  ibid.  /  {bid* 
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the  intervention  of  prodigies.     An  exchange  of  prifonerj 
was  afterwards  made,  and  Semiramis  returned  to  Ba^ra 
with  fcarce  a  third  part'  of  the  army  ibe  bad  carried  out 

And'dow,  under  this  echpfe  of  glory,  flic  draws  near 
herend  ;  the  time  foretold  is  come;  und  an  eunuch  at- 
tempts to  affaflinatc  her,  unnaturally  employed  by  her 
fon  (H)  J  and  thereupon,  calling  to  mind  the  anfwcr  flie 

had 

s  Apud  eand.  ibid. 


«9f 


(G)^mif«  (57)and  Strabo 
(38)  fay  (he  died  in  the  midft 
of  this  expedition,  and  never 
retamed  out  of /Wm  I  though 
by  this  laft  (39)  ihe  (hould 
have  made  her  efcape,  but  with 
no  more  than  twenty  men  in 
her  retinue  :  but  Sir  Walt§r 
Raliigb  thinks  this  number  too 
fmaU  a  reninant  of  fuch  an  in- 
finite multitude. 

(H)  Having  thus  conduced 
this  famous  woman  through  a 
Jong  courfe  of  incredible  un- 
dertakings and  expldits,  which 
we  have  forborn  to  animadvert 
on,  apprehending  we  have 
ikid  abundantly  enough  in  the 
former  part  of  this  fedion  to 
prepare  the  reader  for  a  dif- 
belief'of  what  was  to  foll9w  ; 
which  indeed  were  a  needlefs 
tafic,  had  not  this  piece  of  hi- 
ftory  received  the  fandion  of 
fome  of  the  greitcft  men  in 
all  ages ;  we  muit  now  inquire 
into  her  end,  and  particularly 
how  it  ftiould  conoe  to  pafs, 
that  her  fon  Ninyas  fought  her 
life.  We  are  told  (40),  that 
ihe  would  unnaturally  have 
tempted  him  to  commit  inceft 
with  her  j  and  that  theftupon 

(37)  ^^  ^'^'  ''"••  In^cer. 
(50)  Ib:d,  bi$.  of  tbt  Vtorli^  ubiju^ 
(41)  4^ua  ^aot,  MlUtb,  1 .  427, 


he  cdnceived  fuch  an  hatred  of 
her,  that  he  couM  sot  bear 
fltt  (hottld  live  any  longer,  and 
therefore  nmrdeved  her.  Di^- 
iorus^  or  his  author  Otfiaa 
rather,  here  tells  us  her  fon 
employed  an  euniich  to  di- 
fpatch  her;  but  that  (he  ef<^ptd» 
and  vani(hed  from  £ght.  Wie 
have  ieen,  by  the  fame  author^ 
that  (he  gave  \itti€d  up  to 
wanton  dalliances  in  the  plains 
of  MtMay  and  cruelly  facrificcd 
her  gallants  to  her  furious  luft } 
but  no  mention  at  all  is  by  him 
made  of  any  atten^ptsof  htr  to 
ieduce  her  fqn.  Now,  ;ac€Ord- 
ing  to  the  couffe  of  diis  hiftfli- 
ry^  there  ieem  to  have  beoi 
,  two  provocations  that  nuiy  have 
ftirred  up  Ninyas  to  get  rid  of 
her:  the  one,,  htx  fcandalous 
way  of  life  ;  and  the  otheri 
her  uiurpatton  of  his  right,  a« 
king  and  fovereign  ;  which 
how  he  Ihouki  ib  long  have 
fubmitted  to,  is  what  we  can- 
not account  for ;  though  we 
may  touch  on  it  hereafter.  It 
is  here  fomewhat  to  our  pur- 
pofe,  that  Comu{^i)  calU  hef 
not  the  wife,  but  the  mother 
of  Ninm ;  and  that  lying  with 

{l^)Gagrffb.  I.  xv.^.68€.  721. 
^40}  Ji^,  /,  i.  €.  »• 
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had  received  fro^n  Jupiter  Amnion^  (he  fjppreiTed  all 
thoughts  of  revenge  for  what  had  beeix  caufed,  as  it  were, 
by  a  divine  fatality  y  <he  forgave  her  fon,  furrendercd  up 
every  thing  to  him,  commanded  all  her  fuljeSs  to  pay 
him  duty  and  homage  as  their  king,  and  was  tranflated 
from  the  fight  of  men,  as  the  oracle  had  foretold.  It  was 
fabled  flie  left  the  world  in  the  form  of  a  dove  or  pigeon, 
together  w^th  a  flock  of  that  kind,  which  fettled  upon 
her  palace  juft  at  the  time  ;  and,  fay  they,  jt  was  htntt  the 
JJfyrians  were  addiftcd  to  the  worQiip  of  a  dove  (f).  In 

fine. 


him  by  accident,  (he  afterwards 
acknowkged  him  publidy 
for  her  hufband.  According 
to  this  reading  (42),  Ninyas 
ihould  be  the  perfon  meant ; 
but  Sir  Waliir  Rafeigh  acquits 
her  of  ail  faults  of  this  kind, 
and  afcribes  them,  as'fais  words 
run,  to  the  envious  and  lying 
Grtcians  (43).  '  Gregory  (44) 
would  offer  it  as  ^n  argument 
of  her  chaftity,  -  that  ihe,  as 
ArHmianus  relates,  firfl  inllituted 
eunuchs  to  attend  her  in  her 
bedchamber. 

(I)  Concerning  the  Semira- 
midan  dove,  we  have  treated 
largely  already  (45 ) ;  and  may 
have  occafion  to  refume  the 
fubjci^  hereafter,  when  we  are 
to  fpcak  of  the  Babylonian  re- 
ligion ;  and  the  rather,  as  ^^- 
miramis  is  more  likely  to  have 
been  a  Babylonian  than  an  J/- 
fyrian.  And  now,  that  there 
was  fuch  a  woman  as  S  emir  amis , 
we  doubt  not  in  the  leafl ;  but 
that  there  ever  was  a  woman 
of  any  name  that  performed 
any  thing  like  what  is  here  re- 


ported, is  impoflible  to  believe. 
Her  birth,  her  elevation,  her 
reign,  and  her  death,  are  all 
extraordinary,  and  unnatural, 
nay,  and  impoflible,  as  related 
by  the  bulk  of  hiftoriansj  but, 
above  all,  her  antiquity,  whichi 
is  exaggerated  fo  monftroufly 
by  Jofeplf  Scaliger  (46)  and 
Reinecius  (47),  is  a  matter  fo 
eafily  difproved  by  the  circum^ 
fiances  of  her  birth  and  coucr 
try,  that  it  were  fufficient  to 
deflroy  whatever  other  extra- 
vagance is  advanced  of  her. 
Conon  (48)  makes  her  to  have 
been  the  fame  with  the  A  toff  a 
or  Semiramis  who  reigned  1 2 
years  with  her  father  Belochus^ 
the  1 8th  king  of  Jffyria,  ac- 
cording, to  Eufebius  (49) ;  and 
in  the  fame  place  calls  her  the 
daughter,  and  not  the  ivife,  of 
Ninus  i  though  copies,  it  muft 
be  confefTed,  differ  in  the  readr 
ing,  and  have  fometimes  (50) 
mother  inilead  of  daughter^ 
But  this  latter  is  to  be'  pre- 
ferred, becaufe  of  its  congruity 
>vith    the    author's  meaning. 


(42)  Vid.  Gregor,  pofibum.  p.  234.^  (43)  Hi/^.  of  the  tvorU,  chap, 

J2.  §  4.  i44)  In poftbum.ubi  fup.  (45)  See  before^  p.  280,  (P). 

(46 )  Ibid:  /».  28  5 ,  ( V).  (^'])A ^^  GngUT.,jpofihum.  (48}  Apud 

^hot,  hiblhtb.  p.  427.  (49)  ^et  before,  p.  a6l,  (^»  (5«)  F^d* 

Cregor,'voJ}jhum,  pi  2^^  '         • 
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fine,  fhe  was  queen  of  all  Ajia^  India  excepted  ;  and  con-     ' 
tinued  in  the  fight  of  men  fixty-t\Vo  years,  forty-two  of 
which  fhe  reigned  h. 

NiNYAS  (K)*rucceeded  hig  mother  Semiramis  ;   and,  Ninyaa. 
taking  neither  after  father  nor  mother,  he  chofe  to  enjoy 

himfclf 

*  Apud  eund.  ibid. 


who  makes  her  the  J/q^a  of 
BeiochuSf  who  were  confcffedly 
daughter  said  fat  her  (51).  Be- 
lochus  i\An  muil  have  been  the 
Ninus  of  Ctejias ;  and  he,  in- 
ilead  of  being  the  £rft  or  the 
fecond  king  of  Jffyriay  is,  ac- 
cording to  Eufebius  (52),  the 
eighteenth  king  :  this  takes 
much  from  the  antiquity  of 
both  ;  and  we  are  ready  to  fub- 
fcribe  to  the  fame,  and  the  ra- 
ther, as  it  ma/  be  obferved 
hereafter  to  quadrate  with 
Herodotus,,  and  is  much  more 
conformable  to  what  we  know 
pf  the  true  and  more  certain 
hiftory  of  this  monarchy.  To 
conclude,  had  this  queen  done 
but  half  what  is  reported  of 
her  (53),  or  even  a  tenth  part, 
ihe  would  have  been  worthy  of 
the  greatefl  fame,  and  even,  ac- 
cording to' the  genius  of  thofe 
times,  of  deification  itfelf.  A 
moft  extraordinary  perfonage 
fhe  muft  have  been,  nor  do  we 
wonder,  confidering  the  ro- 
mantic humour  of  the  times, 
that  (he  Qiould  be  faid  to  have 
difcovered  and  invented  the 
ufcof  metals,  to  have  been 
the  firft  queen,  and^  in  Jhort, 
to  have  been  called  the  goddefs 


Rhea  (54).  She  may  be  com- 
pared with  the  Egyptian  Ifis^ 
and  the  Phoenician  Afiart§  \  as 
her  ^ufband  liinus  may  with  the 
Egyptian  Ofiris,  Sefoftris^  &C, 

(K)  He  is  alfo  called  Zame$ 
(55) :  the  German  writers  will 
have  him  to  have  been  called 
Treheta^  and  to  have  built  the 
city  of  Treves  {56)  1  he  is  al- 
fo called  fbeurias  (C7),  or 
Thouras  (58),  or  A^es  iMarj'ji 
and  is  faid  to  have  had  the  hrSt 
ftatuc  ereded  to  him,  which! 
they  called  Bslak  0£of,  Lord 
God.  In  fhort,  he  is  faid  to. 
have  waged  war,  and  to  have 
(lain  the  tyrant  Caucafus  of  the 
tribe  of  Japhety  or  lapetus^ 
and  to  have  been  confecrated 
into  the  planet  Mars  (59)* 
How  different  is  this  character 
from  that  of  the  flothful  Ni- 
nyas  in  moft  other  authors! 
No  extremes  can  be  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  each  other.  The 
authors  we  have  cited  make 
him  the  fucceflbr  of  Ninus, 
without  any  mention  of  jSemi- 
'ramis;  which  feems  to  have 
fome  fort  of  agreement  with 
what  we  have  from  Eufehius 
pbfcrved  in  the  note  above, 
fhat  fhe  was  the  very  Atojfa^ 


($l)Seiheforg,p.26l.  {^z)IhU.  {^%)  Raliigb.  bift.  cf 

fhe  world,  ubi  fup.  fedi,  4.  (54.)  ^W*  «^  'vecm  ZtntpafJik'       ('iS),^'* 

ifffore,  />,26o.  (<56)  ^t'd,  Gregor,  pcftbum.  /».  239.  («;7)  U 

^SS,  Gr*  (ffiifym,  apud  Gregor,  pofthum.  /».  226.  239,  (58)  Suid.  ad 

voctm  GSpec/;^  '  (59)  -W!f'«  'W.  *vid,  etiam  Joan,  MaUi,  p,  zo,  feftf. 

gedren^p,  15. 
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himfclf  in  peace :  and  indeed,  if  what  we  have  related 
of  his  parents  be  true,  he  could  only  niake  war  upon  his 
fubjc£b  or  vaffals ».  A  war  with  India  had  been  found  by 
experience  impraflicable  and  dangerous.  Having  therefore 

Ninyas*/  nothing  to  do  abroad,  he  locked  himftlf  up  in  his  palace, 
^^'  unfeen  by  any  but  his  eunuchs  and  concubines,  and  con- 
traded  fuch  an  habit  of  floth  and  vice,  as  has  tainted  his 
memory  to  all  fucceedlng  generations*  However,  he  was 
not  (o  fupinely  negligent,  as  totally  to  negIc<Sl  his  intereft 

*''/**^*amd  fecurity.  It  was  a  cuftom  with  him,  every  year,  to 
levy  an  army,  by  t.  certain  proportion  of  men  out  of  each 
province,  under  their  rcfpcdtive  generals,  while  he  -ap- 
pointed fuch  governors  over  the  feveral  parts  of  his  domi- 
nions as  he  couU  moft  fafcly  confide  in.  This  army  fervcd 
a  year  in  the  city,  and  about  it,  we  may  fuppofe  ;  and  was 
then  relieved  by  another,  raifcd  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and 
the  former,  having  taken  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  him, 
were  permitted  to  depart  each  to  the  pace  pf  his  abode. 
By  this  ftep  of  policy  be  thought  he  might  beft  keep 
his  fubje£b  in  awe  and  order ;  and,  at  the  fame  time. 


prevent  any  difturbance  from  his  officers,  who,  having 
fcarce  time  to  be  at  all  known  to  their  foIJiers,  could  have 
it  the  lefs  in  their  power  to  afpire  to  any  thing  to  l^is  pre- 
judice (L).     All  this  he  concerted  to  fccure  himfclf  from 

infults 

*  Vid.  Just.  1.  i.  c.  2.  &  Diod.  Sjc.  1.  ii.  p.  108,  &  fcq. 


tlie  daughter  of  Btlocbus  ;  and 
that  (he  reigned  with  her  fa- 
ther, as  his  coUegae  and  af- 
fiftant,  for  the  fpace  of  twelve 
years  oaly  {60).  And  this 
feems  the  rather  to  have  been 
the  truth  of  the  cafe,  as 
we  cannot  help  wondering  with 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  (61),  ho^y 
fhe  fhould  have  been  able  tq 
keep  the  reins  in  her  own 
hands,  in  prejudice  of  her  Ton, 
who  was  her  lawful  fovereign. 
He  has  no  way  to  account  for 
this,  but  by  fuppofmg  he  had 
fegard  to  his  pleafures  only, 
and  cared  not  how  much  trou- 

(60)  Set  before,  p,  -261, 


ble^his  mother  eaied  his  (boul- 
ders of  (62).  But  that  he  was 
not  {q  poor  a  wretch  as  this 
amounts  to,  will,  among  other 
things,  be  obferved  in  the  next 
note. 

(L)  Diodorus^  AthemuSy  Ju" 
ftin^  and  others,  reprefent  him, 
as  we  have  feen,  a  ilothful, 
inafliv^,  and  lafcivlous  king  ; 
to  have  locked  himfelf  up  in 
his  palace ,  to  have  fequeftred 
himfelf  from  the  eyes  of  his 
fubjeds,  and  to  have  had  com- 
munication with  them  but  by 
meflages  ;  to  have  even  turned 
woman,  and  to  have  converfed 

(6i)  Uifi,  9ftkfVfrii,  f.  I2,fea.  a. 
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infults  and  rebellio/is,  while  he  wallowed  in  Uicjvioufnefs 
lyithin  the  walls  of  his  palace;  in  which  he  was  an  un- 
worthy example  to  his  fucceflbrs  ;  concealing  himfelf  from 
the  eyes  of  men,  as  fomething  more  than  mortal  ^. 

After  this  manner  reigned  all  his  fuccefforg  in  the 
great  empire  of  AJfyria ;  fo  that  they  have  left  little  or 
nothing  to  be  recorded  of  them,  except  that  they  lived 
and  died  in  their  palace  at  Nineveh  (M) ;  and  bente  it  iSf 
that  we  muft  al^ruptly  proceed  to  the  very  laft  <ji  them  1. 

Sah- 


«9f 


'  Apod  eold.  ibid. 

with  none  bat  that  fex :  and  yet 
we  fee  him  here  confultiiig  and 
contriving  to  preferve  the  em- 
pire his  parents  had  left  him, 
and  whtch,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  he  could  not  poffibly 
inlarge.  We  fee  him  \itit  ad- 
ing  the  part  of  a  refolute  ty- 
rant, and  confummace  politi- 
cian j  and  may  thence  conclude, 
that,  iHlitTt  had  been  any  pof- 
iible  work  of  the  fort  left  for 
him  to  do,  he  would  have 
turned  out  a  conqueror.  Upon 
the  whole  we  would  remark, 
that;  according  to  thi^,  he  muft 
have  been  an  haughty  and 
a  politic  prince  by  nature,  and 
one  that,  to  all  appearance, 
would  not  have  fullered  his 
mother  to  rule  for  him,  or  ra- 
ther over  him,  for  the  fpace  of 
42  years.  His  retirement  may 
be  offered  'as  an  argument  of 
his  pride  and  policy ;  and  this 
his  regulation  for  the  duty  and 
relief  of  his  armies  may  be 
thought  to  favour  flrongly  of 
abfolute  fway,  and  love  of 
power,  in  tlw  peribn/that  infti- 
tuted  it.  All  this  we  have 
ioiifted  on,  to  prove  that  he 
did  not  fucceed  Sefmrami$  in 
|he  manner  our  hiftorian  writes  1 


•  Ibid. 

which  muft  appear  even  hf 
the  ineonfiftent  chara^kr  our 
author  here  gives  of  him.  To 
which  we  would  add,  that,  if 
the  fame  method  of  reftrata* 
ing  the  empire  were  the  pra* 
^ce  of  Nif^s^  and  his  fucee(^ 
tors,  as  by  our  author  it  ap- 
pears, what  is  the  meaning  we 
peiiceive  no  footfleps  of  it  any- 
where within  our  knowlcge,  in 
the  very  long  interval,  of  isoo 
years  at  leafE,  between  tJiuyas 
and  Sarislannpalus  f  We  appre- 
hend that  nobody  can  give  us 
a  fatisfa^ory  anfwer  to  this. 
And  here  we  cannot  but  won-  ' 
der  how  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
fhquld  ever  take  it  into  hit 
head,  that  this  Ninyas^  this, 
migh  ty  .^^^^^^  monarch,might 
be  the  petty  king  of  Shimar-- 
Amrafhel  in  Genefis  (63)  ;  or 
that  he  (hould,  if  he  repofed 
any  confidence  at  all  in  pro^e 
writers,  imagijfie  the  monarchy 
had,  even  in  Abraham'^  time, 
even  in, its  very  infancy,  re- 
ceived a  downright  fail,  as  he 
calls  it  (64). 

.  (M)  This  vail  chafin  of  in- 
a^ion  in  the  Jffyrian  mon- 
archs,  from  Ninyas  to  Sarda' 
mpaluti  a  vacancy,  as  we  may 


l(ai)  See  bit  bifi*  oftbevjorld,  f.  i.fi&.  95  /.'ii*       (64)  l^id* 
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Sardana-  Sardanapalus  (M)  exceeded  all  his  precjeceflbrs  in 
palusV  floth  and  luxury.  He  funk  into  fuch  a  depth  of  depravity, 
tbaraStr.  that,  as  far  as  he  could,  he  changed  his  .very  fex  and  nature  ; 
he  cloathed  himfclf  as  a  woman  ;  he  fpun  amidft  the  com- 
panies of  his  concubines  ;  he  painted  his  face,  and  decked 
himfelf  out  with  all  manner  of  enticements,  and  every 
way  behaved  more  lewdly  than  the  moft  lafcivious  harlot ; 
he  imitated  the  voice  of  a  woman ;  and  buried  himfelf  in 
the  filth  of,  an  unbounded  fenfuality,  quite  regardlcfs  of 
fcx,  and  the  dictates  of  nature  "  (N). 

Under 
»  Apud  eofd.  ibid. 


ofcll  it,  of  at  leaft  1 200  years,  is 
as  ftrong  a  proof,  that  the  pro- 
fane accounts  are  fabulous,  as 
any  of  the  many  w^  have  offer- 
ed to  prove  them  fo.  Is  it  pro- 
bable, that,  in  fo  long  a  faccef- 
£on  of  princes,  there  ihould 
have  been  one  only,  that  did 
any  thing  worth  the  recording  ? 
Oris  itpoffible,  that,  in  fo  very 
long  a  lucceffion  of  years,  there 
ihould  have  arifen  no  man  at 
all,  who  had  ambition  and  cou- 
rage enough  to  take  advantage 
of  the  floth  and  fupinenefs  of 
thefc  kings  at  Nine<vebf  Where 
were  the  other  kings  of  the 
world  at  this  time,  and  efpe- 
dally  fuch  as  were  vaffals  to  this 
throne  ?  Did  they  glory  in 
their  chains,  and  the  burden  of 
their  tribute  ?  'Or  did  they  all 
iink  into  a  lethargy  with  their 
mafter?  Was  there  no  king  of 
Ba£iriaj  no  king  of  India^  to 
roufe  them  from  their  lethar- 
gy ?  Had  M«tfjr  dcftroyed  the 
race  of  mankind,  fo  nume- 
rous in  his  time,  to  that  de- 
gree, as  not  to  be  able  to  re- 
cruit  again,  in  all  that  length 
of  years,  to  take  vengeance  on 
his  fucceffors  for  his  fake  }  Many 
more  queries  of  this  kind  may 


be  made.  So  many  pacific 
ages,  fuch  a  feries  of  the  calm-^ 
eft  peace,  both  from  within 
and  from  without,  may  (hock 
the  eafieft  credulity.  The  mon- 
archies which  fucceeded  this 
were  of  fhort  duration  in  com- 
parifon  of  it ;  and  why  the 
AJfyrian  fhould  have  the  fole 
privilege  of  ftanding  {q  Jong,  is 
not  eanly  accounted  for.  Great 
monarchies  have  been  always 
obje£ls  of  common  hatred  a* 
mong  mren,  and  fubjed  to  fuch 
fudden  and  violent  convulfiona 
as  this  monarchy  certainly  un- 
derwent. 

(M)  This  name  is  not  the 
only  one  faid  to  belong  to  him  : 
he  is  alfo  called  Tonos  Concole- 
roSf  Concolerosy  Mafcocoleros^  and 
by  other  fuch  names  (65). 

(N)  Dio  Cocceianm  (66)  Jias 
taken  much  pains  to  let  us 
know  he  was  the  moft  libidi- 
nous and  abandoned  wretch  the 
fun  pvtr  ftione  on ;  and  fays. 
That  no  one  could  tell  what  he 
did,  and  that  nobody  would 
bear  to  hear  it ;  though  he  de- 
fcends  to  feveral  particulars  bad 
enough  ;  but,  as  they  may  be 
built  upon  no  folid  foundation, 
merely  traditionary  ^  and  be-^ 


(65)  Vid,  Gnr,  Sjmtl  &  Eufik*  P^mfh, 


(66)  htxterfH.  Valef. 

fides 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C.  VIII.     the  Hiftory  of  the  Aflyrians.  joi 

Under -this  wretch  (O)  happened  the  downfal  of  the  His  nign. 
AJfyrian  monarchy.     He  grew  odious  to  his  fubjeils,  and 

parti- 


fides  unfit  for  us  to  relate,  we 
pafs  them  over.  Nicolas  of 
D^mafcus  (67)  is  more  mode- 
rate, and  accufes  him  chiefly 
of  pafiing  his  time  wiith  his 
women,  and  contending  with 
them  about  drefs  and  orna- 
ment, in  the  very  words  ufed  to 
the  fame  purpofe  in  Suidas 
(68).  tragus  (69)  aifo  fecms 
to  h^ve  defcribed  his  way  of 
li/e  much  to  the  fame  purpoie. 
Duris  (70)  fays,  he  turned  wo- 
man, dreffcd  as  fuch^  painted 
himfelf,  and  fpun  ;  all  to  the 
iame'purpofe,  and  therefore  we 
need  fay  no  more  about  it. 

(O)  A  man  of  pleafure  and 
lewdnefs  he  n^ay  have  been,  and 
doubtlefs  was,  it  being  impof- 
fible  to  think  otherwife  of  mo- 
narchs  of  this  fort,  as  expe- 
rience teaches  us ;  and  for 
the  proof  of  which  we  need 
go, no  farther  than  Conftanti- 
nopU  to  take  a  view  of  the 
great  ^urk:  but  neverthclefs 
he  may  have  been  a  man,  who, 
at  fome  intervals,  minded  bufi- 
nefs :  fuch  a  man,  we  are  told, 
he  was ;  for  he  is  faid  to  have 
built  Tarfus  and  Anchiale  in 
one  day  (71) ;  in  teftimony  of 
which  he  had  this  inicription 
on  his  tomb,  SAPAANAOA- 
AOS  ANAKTNAAPAHEa 
ArxlAAHN  EAEIME  KAI 
TAPSON  MIH  HMEPH-  AA- 
AANTNTEGNHKEN-  Sar- 
danapalus,  thefon  of  Anacyn- 


daraxis,  luilt  Tarfus  and  An- 
chiale in  one  day ;  hut  non^  it 
dead.  This  is  a  grave  epitaph^ 
and  iinight  befit  any  prince  2 
but  we  £nd  it  varied  a  little  to 
difadvantage ;  for,  infiead  of 
the  three  hft  words,  wc  have 
this  addition  to  this  magnifi- 
cent exploit  of  having  built 
thefe    two  cities    in    a  day, 

EseiF,  niNE,  OAiZE,  ns; 

T'AAAA  TOTTOT  OTK 
AHIA-  Eat,  drinks  and  hi 
merry ;  for  the  reft  is  not  nvortb 
the  fnap  of  a  finger ;  which 
was  fignified  by  his  ftatue  here. 
In  kd  of  fnapping  its  fingers 
(72} :  this  monument  and  ila- 
tueare  faid  ^o  have  been  not  far 
from  Anchiale*  A  modern  au- 
thor C73)  fuppofes  the  fame  in- 
fcription  and  ilatue  to  have 
been  at  the  other  city  Tarjus, 
where  St.  Paul  was  born  j  and 
thinks  theapoftle  alludes  there- 
to, when  he  writes,  Let  us  eat 
and  drink  ;  for  to-merro^w  fwe 
die.  However,  there  feems  to 
be  fuch  incoherence  between 
the  former  part  of  this  laft  in* 
fcription,  and  the  latter,  th^t 
we.know  not  what  to  think  of 
it ;  there  is  no  manner  of  re- 
lation  between  the  ailion  re- 
corded, and  the  refledion  that 
enfues.  In  the  firl},  indeed, 
there  is  a  becoming  gravity 
throughout,  and  a  perfuafive 
to  virtue  and  hymility,  by  re- 
prefenting,  that  even  the  mighty 


(67)  In  exe<rpt,  ^ufd.  p.  424.  (68)  Ad  njocem  ^aplav^rctxoq. 

(69)  Jujiw.  /.  i.  c.  a.  (70)  Apud  Atbin,  deipnojopb.  L  xii.  p:  529, 

(71)  Atbinaus  deipnofopb,  /.  xii.  />.  529.    Vid^  ttiam  Georg.  Syncell.  cbrono- 
grapb,  p;  165.  ^  Eufeb»  Pampb,  cbron,  tan.  p,  iio.  (72)  Arifioh,  apud 

jLben,  uhifHp.  p,  530,  (73)  Gngwr*  in  pojlbum,  p,  243, 

king. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


joa  ^e  Hiftory  of  the  Affyrians.  B.  I. 

particularly  to  Arhaces  the  Mede^  and  Belefis  the  Babylo- 
nian*   BiUfis  was  not  only  a  captain,'  but  a  famous  prieft, 
and  great  aftrologer;  and  by  the  rules  of  his  art  he  took 
on  him,  asjs^  (aidy  to  afTure  Arbaces^  a  man  of  valour  and 
prudence,  '^  That  he  ftiould  dethrone  Sardanapalus^  and 
*'  become  lord  of  all  his  dominions/*     Jrbaeei  hc^vktncd 
to  his  friend,  and  proraifed  hian  the  chief  place  over  Ba- 
I^Im^  if  his  predi&ion  proved  true  :  at  the  fame  time  he 
took  care  to  cultivate  the  friendfbip  of  the  oiber  govei^nors 
of  the  provinces  then  at  Ninevib^  and  began  to  affed  po- 
pulartty,  wherein  he  fucceeded  to  his  wf(fa.  fiut,  above  all, 
be  endeavoured  to  get  fight  of  the  emperor,  that  he  might 
behold  Ms  courfe  and  manner  of  life,  and  6t{cr\bQ  him 
accordingly.     This  he  brings  to  pafs  by  the  prevalence  of 
a  golden  cup  he  prefenced  to  an  eunuch,  who  introduced 
hhn  into  his  prefence.     Arbacti  faw  him,  and,  conceiving 
the  higheft  contempt  of  him,  was  more  and  more  encou- 
Ti^Medes,  raged  to  rely  on  his  Chaldaan  friend ;  and,  impatient  to 
Babyloni-  put  in  execution  his  defign,  he  difpofes  the  Medes  and 
ans,  and  Perfiam  to  an  open  revolt :  BtUfis  does  the  fame  with  the 
Periiant     Babylonians  \  and  the  niatter  was  difclofed  to  the  king  of 
riwlt.       Arabia «. 

The  year  of  duty  was  now  expired,  and  frefli  troops 
arrived  to  relieve  thofe  who  had  ferved  it  i  but  the 
Pirfians^  Medesj  and  Babylonians^  affiled  by  the  Ara^ 
bianSy  can^e  not  with  defign  to  guard  Sardanapalus^  but 
to  fubvcrt  the  empire.  Their  number  amount^l  to 
four  hundred  thoufand  men ;  and,  being  all  combined 
together  in  one  camp,  a  council  of  war  was  called,  to 
deliberate  upon  what  was  bcft  to  be  done.     Sardanapalus y 

"  Apud  eofd.  ibid. 

king,   who    could  build  two  painted.         CaUiftbents    (74) 

cities  in  a  day,  was  equally  writes  there  were  two  Sarda- 

mortal  with   the  reft  of  his  napalus'sy  the  one  a  bold,  the 

kind  ;  but  the  latter  is  merely  other  an  effeminate  man.    O- 

calculated   to  encourage  idle-  thersdothc  fame,  as  we  ihall 

nefs  and  vice,  Eat^  drinks  and  have  occafion  to  obferve  here- 

ie  merry  1  the  reft  is  not  luorth  after.     Stddas  (75),  who  gives 

caring  for.     If  this  was  any-  this  iofcription  according  to  the 

where  the  genuine  infcription,  lafl  of  the  two  copies  above, 

it  muft  have  been  in  derifion  of  thinks  it  may  belong  to  the 

him  after  his  death,  and  upon  mafculine*  Sardanapalus^  tho* 

a  prefumptipn,  that  he  was  the  with  what  propriety,  we  may 

idle  effeminate  wretch  he  is-  confider  a  httle  further. 
kl^)  A^dSmd,ad'vocm'ZafiayoL%a9iOi»         {js)lbid, 

apprifed 
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apprifed  of  this  revolt,  and  rcfolved  to  ftiflc  it  in  Its  in-  Sardana- 
fency,  leads  out  the  troops  of  tlw  other;  provinces  againft  p2Ans  takes. 
the  confederated  rebels ;  and,  coming  to  a  battle  with  them,  thefitld 
he  routs  them  with  great  flaughter,  and  purfues  them  to  ^g^tnft 
certain  mountains  about- 7,0  Hades  from  the  city  of  Nine-  '^^^»  ^'^ 
veh.     Tf'he  rebels,  however,  dnew  out  again  to  engage  ^^*^^'^*' 
the  emperor,  who,  juft  before  the  action  began,  caufed 
proclamation  to  be  made  of  a  reward  of  200  talents  of 
gold  for  the  man  who  (hould  kill  Arbaces  the  Mede ;  and 
twice  that  fum,  together  with  the  government  of  Media^  • 
to  the  man  who  fliuld  take  him  alive  i  and  the  fame  was 
proclaimed  concerning  Belejis  the  BaMonian.     This  pro- 
clamation being  made  without  any  effeil,  a  fecond  battle  Afec^mi 
was  fought,  and  the  rebels  were  again  flaughtered,  iinAhatth:  the 
put  to  flight  towards  the  hills.     This  vi<Sory  had  ^KwreAre'volters 
Sardanapalus  in  his  throne,  had  it  not  been  for  the  obfti-  ^re  again 
nacy  of  Belefts^  who  perfifled  in  it,  that  the  gods  would ''^^'^*'- 
certainly  crown  their  labours  and  perfeverance  with  fuccefs 
in  the  end  ;  thereby  reviving  their  drooping  fpirits,  though 
in  defpair  they  had  called  a  council,  the  refult  of  which 
was,  that  they  (hould  difperfe,  and  every  man. return  to 
bis  home.     They  fight  a  third  battle  ;  and  Sardanapalus^  A  third 
Vidor,  as  twice  before,  ,drives  them  into  the  mountains  q{  battle:  th§ 
Babylon.  Tho'  Arbaces  did  that  day  all  that  man  could  do,  revolters 
he  was  forced  to  retreat  confiderably  wounded®.  beaten 

Sardanapalus  had  now  certainly  put  an  end  to  the^<ff^'^* 
war  (P),  if  Belejis^  who  had  been  all  night  in  deep  con- 
fult  with  the  ftars,  had  not  with  all  imaginable  affurance 
perfuaded  them  the  next  morning,  that  if  they  kept  to-  Ti,^  ^1,1^  . 
gether  but  five  days  longer,  they  would  be  joined  ^n^^outftill. 
fupportcd  by  uncxpefted  affiflance  ;  for  that  the  gods  had 

^  Apud  eofd.  ibid. 

(P)  It  feems  a  little  flrange,  him  behaving  and  defending 
that  fo  degenerate  a  wretch  himfelfas  wellasifhehadbeen 
fhould  have  the  courage  and  Ni?ms,  or  even  Semiramis  her- 
ability  thus  to  defend  himfelf  felf.  From  this  diffimilitude  of 
againil  thefe  revolters,  who  Sardanapalus  from  himfeif,  it 
fhould  have  been  of  much  is  likely  we  have  the  two  men- 
greater  experience  and  capacity  tioned  by  Callifibenes  in  the 
than  himielf.  Indeed,  accord-  note  above,  Sardanapalus  the 
ing  to  what  this  author  apd  warrior/ and  Sardanapalus  the 
moft  others  fay  of  him,  he  woman.  This,  as  every  thing 
could  have  underflobd  nothing  of  our  own,  we  ofier  as  coa- 
relating^  to  war ;  and  yet,  being  jedure  only. 


forced  mto  the  field,  we  find 


fo 
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fo  fignificd  to  him  by  the  afpeft  of  the  heavens :  he  in- 
treated  them,  therefore,  to  flay  but  fo  many  days,  and 
in  the  mean  time  to  place  a  confidence  in  the  gcdsr.  Being 
thus  perfuaded  to  Wait  the  event,  and  the  time  being 
near  expired,    fuddcn  advice  was  brought  of  a  mighty 
power  at  hand,  fent   to  the  king  from  BaSfria.     Arhacesy 
upon  this,  difpatched  the  mofl  refolute  and  expeditious 
men  in  his  army,  with  orders  to  prevail  on  the  Ba^frians 
to  revolt,  either  by  fair  means  or  foul.     Liberty  was  the 
bait  to  allure  them  j  and,  by  degrees,  from  officer  to  fol- 
^T^'     dier,   it  prevailed,   and   the  Ba^rsans  joined  Arbaces ;  a 
^*"?  '^  tranfaiSion  unknown  to  Sardanapalusy  who,  prefuming  he 
^7  had  now  nothing  to  fear,  was  returned  to  his  ufual  way  of 

life  {QJ)y  and  preparing  for  an  extraordinary  facrifice,  and 
an  high  fcflival  for  the  entertainment  of  his  vidorious 
army'. 
W#jr  at'       In  the  mean  time  the  negligence  and  riot  in  the  impe- 
Mti  the     .j-ial  camp  was  conveyed  to  the  ears  of  Arbaces^  who,  in 
^"f^ff    confequence  thereof,  fell  fuddenly  on*  them  in  the  night, 
^y  V      made  his  way  into  the  camp,  and  drove  out  Sardanapaluf^ 
fit^^'     and  all  his  army,  with  great  flaughter,  which  continued 
almofl  to  the  gates  of  the  city.     Whereupon  the  king 
commits  the  care  and  condu<Sl  of  his  army  to  Salemenm^ 
his  brother-in-law,  undertaking  to  defend  the  city  m  per* 
fon.     His  forces  were  twice  defeated,  once  at  fome  di- 
ilancc,  and  once  under  the  walls  of  the  city,  wlien  Sale- 
menus  fell,  and  almofl  all  his  army  was  cut  off,  and  forced 
into  the  river,  which  was  tinftured  with  the  gore  of  the 
flain  for  a  long  while  ^. 
n^lg,        Sardanapalus    was   now  dofcly  befieged  :    many 
fgmg  Sar-  other  nations,  eager  for  liberty,  revolted  to  the  confe- 
^fypmplus  derates ;  and  the  king,  perceiving  things  at  fo  defperate 
im  Nine-   a  pafs,  fent  away  his  three  Tons  and  two  daughters,  with  a 
vdi.  very  great  trealure,  into  Paphlagonia^  where  one  Coita^ 

a  particular  friend  of  his,  Was  governor  (R),  ifTuing  out 

orders 
P  Apud  cofd,  ibid.  ^  Ibid. 

(Q^)    There   is   fecmingly  toils. — It  fecms  a  litde  uncha- 

fome  inconfiftency  in  this,  if  ritable  to  think  otherwife  of 

we  confider  what  follows ;  for  him  in  this  cafe, 
by  that  it  appears,  that  he  took         (  R)  Where  this  Paphlagoma 

on  him  the  part  of  a  grateful  ihould  have  been  iitaated,  and 

^  and   beneficent    prince,    who  who  this  Co//^,  a  more  modern 

would  reward  and  feafl  with  name,   (hould  have  been,  we 

his  army  after  their  fuccefsful  forbear  to  inquire,  as  (avouring 

I  KQ9 
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prders.)%t:the  fan3^  <imc  ^),  for  aU  his.iubj^iaa.to^'BBftcn 
to  his  affiftapcfe^/T).  But  thoi^  hi«jfit«ation  may  fechi  , 
to  havp  be^nqul^te  djeplor^Wci  iie^;4t/6ems,  did/iW>tvriH>- 
cumb,  fuljy^foffeffed  wkb  nQtk>m^6f  a  projfyheciy,  .356^ 
Kidtveh  coUiineveri^  tahen^  sill  ik/t  ni^fr  bmnmt  i^r' m^  • 
tny  ;*  which,  accolrding  to  his  concIttfiQd>  amotdutipg  :tD 
an  impoffilnlity,  be  looked  irpoti  htetetf  ifelfecurc,  how 
great  and  Jminineut  foever  thp  dangers  «\i^  be  that 
threatened  him '.  /.  ,  .  ;        ..^  *        • 

While  Sardanapolus  pleafcd  ikim&lf  with,  this  iriii-T'^^  /^^^ 
gkiation,  the  confederated,  dated, i/viith  their  late  fuocofi^ /^/ <•///. 

"^  Apnd  eund.  y>id^  -      ..  :    i    . 


too  grofly  of  fable  ;  but,  by 
the  way,  wc  cannot  help  a^- 
Ing  how  this  Cotta  (hould  have 
been  fo  pardcularly  his  friend 
And  faithful  Servant,  when  no 
one  governor  had  ever  feefh  his 
face,  before  Arbacn  the  MeJe 
bribed  his  way  to  a  iight  of 
him :  this  does  sot  han^at  all 
with  the  other  p^rts,  all  inc<Jn- 
fiftent  withio  themle(ves,  of  this 
jftory  of  this  laft  king  of  MW- 
^eb :  nor  is'  it  even  eafy  t<* 
conceive,  how  he  flibakl  haVe 
lent  away  any  part  of  his  fa- 
mily and  treafare  ;  the  enemy 
3iaving^  as  we  may  well  fup- 
*potb$  certamly  fecnred  the  paff- 
os.  To  mend  the  matter,  an- 
other tells  ^s  (76),  who  men- 
tions our  author  Ctejku  as  if 
he  quoted  him,  that  Sardma- 
falus,  perceiving  himielf  fore 
preffed,  and  ruhi  coming  with 
hafty  ftrides  upon  him,  f«nt 
three  fons  and  two  daughters,' 
together  with  3000  tsilents  of 
gold,  to  th^king  of  Ktmveh, 
What  city  of  Njne^eh  this^an 
have  been,  bcfides  the  city  he 
hittlfelif  was  belicged  in,  wc 
»re  quite  at  a  lofs  for  ;  and  fo 
fVe  leave  this  palpable  obfcurity 


as  wc  fiad  it,,  pxcrjtf  we  i9%, 
th^t,  though  this  /eeming  x^ 
tajce,  the  error  Tpijang  ot^nak*  • 
ing  two  ^arJanap^lfts  /,  a3  well 
as  two  Nine'vehsy  which  wO 
meet  with  no-where  eJfe.   * 

(S)  How  he  cp^ld  do'^hls^ 
clofely  befieged  as  he  *w;rs,  is 
hard  to  conceive  ;  2^M  wha{ 
need  he  had  of  doing  if*  .t^ilf  bi 
as  difficult,  if  we  confe!^-.Wliiit 
follows,  .        '   '"  * 

(T)  Why  fhould  hi!  havtf 
been  fo  foiicitoas.  ^bbut'hls  fa- 
mily, himfelf,  or  the  city,  if 
whSt  follows  be  true,'  that  ht 
was  perfuaded  the  plade  could 

,  never  be  taken  ?  Why  in  thii 
cafe  ihould  he  have  expofcd  his 
children  and  treafure  by  fend-; 
ing  them  away,  when,  accord- 
ing to  hi?  belief,  they  coqld  no- 

.  where  have  been  in  more^fafe- 
ty  ?  and  why  fho\ild.he  be  fo 

^bufy  \Vith  his  orders,  and  call- 
ing in  his  people  to  his  affift- 
aince  in  the  fiege  ?  They  couM 
have  been  of  ho  ufe  in  fuch^ 

•an  ilfxpregnable  place  as  was'^ 
proof  a^ainft  every,  thing,  cveyi* 
famine  itfelf,  but  the  waters  of 
the  river- 


(76)  Atbsn,  detpnofcfh.  h  xik  ^.  529^ 

Vol.  IV.  X    •  .    con; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


304  'tbe  Hijiory  of  the  ^^^^^ens :  be  in-  1 

fo  fignlfied  to  him  by  the  af^^  ^     ^^  ^^^  ^^^Be'ng    \ 
treated  them,  therefore,   to  i^y^       i»  vbe  gcd<.   »em|      \ 
in  the  mean  time  to  place  a  «*>""'*  ,^„d  the  t»«»e   ?*^I"v 
thus  perfuaded  to  Wait  the   «/^"^'h^"  ght  of  *  f'^'"*/ 
near  expired,    fudden  advice   "^^^^Baaria.     ^""^-t"' 
power  at  hand,  fent  to  the  king  ^'^^^^.^  and    expeditious 
ipon  this,  difpatched  the  moft  «^*'*,"-t  on  the  BaSfrtans 
men  in  his  army,  with  orders  to  P^f^^'      j^iberty  vras  tlje 
to  revolt,  either  by  fair  means  or  '*'"'V^^  oBc^*"  ^°  ^ 
_,  „       bait  to  allure  them  j  and,  by  degrees,  '    .      j  Jriaces  ;  a 
2L^*     d'".  it  prevailed,  and  the  Ba£irianf  Jp"     ^^^uojijig  he 
2^*^  tran&aion  unknown  to  Sardampalus,  "^"j^yufuaJ  vtray  ot 
i^         had  now  nothing  to  fear,  was  returneo  f''       facriAcej  a/JO 
life  (Q.),  and  preparing  for  an  ntraordinary ^^  viaorious 
an  high  fefiivai  for  t&  cntertainai^^^  ^ 
army  >>.  .      j^  the  'unpf- 

9*9  «'-       In  the  mean  time  the  negligence  a/ia  ^j?.^gs,  •«^°'  - 
«*'^  '*»     rial  camp  was  conveyed  to  the  ears  of  ^^^  .     ^be  nig"'* 
«iP»"'«     confequence  thereof,  fell  fuddenly  on'tbetn  ^^^^paluff 
*^.v     made  his  way  into  the  camp,  and  drove  oot^       continue" 
f'^*'-    and  all  his  army,  with  great  flaughter,    *^"'~       the   fc'^S 
almoft  to  the  gates  of  the  city.    Whereu^  SaUmenas* 
commits  the  care  and  condufl  of  \iis  ^^If  ^     city  '"  P^' 
his  brother-in-law,  undertaking  to  defend  tn  ^^  ^^  dt- 

fon.     His  forces  were  twice  defeated,  one      ^^^„  ^     a 
fiance,  and  once  under  the  walls  of  the  city,    ^^^  f^/'^t,'! 
tnenut  fell,  and  almoft  all  his  army  was  cut  o^^»  ^^^^  of  tn© 
into  the  river,  which  was  tinftured  wi^" 
flain  for  a  long  while  '.  berteg**^  -     ""^fe- 

ngfh-        Sardanapaius    was  now  dofeiy  ^y,e    5^**"  .-, 
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or<kn  a£  tfi/s  fhrfig  aniK  ,S},  tor  aH  his. ihbfe&i*t9  liaAoi 
tphBa^ir^mr&  (,T)>     3uc  cinHf^  Im  isnatioa  xasr  locm 

cufflb,  Eulj  fc^Seded  with  nottotB  ot  a  prophecr.  H^ 
NIaeireh.  (£7su![<il  nes^r  ^  atksn^  ail  cne  rnur  ^eaamttrr  n^^ 
nfffiBiasch,  agganiing  t&  oift  coneiisuoiii^  shdhkl:^  ^ 
an  UDpo£jtu(7,  ^  looked  upocr  htflnletf  as  t'searc.  :a^ 
great  and  iiittnmga:  ioamt  ctie:  daixgss  arrric  :e  -^ 
threateoed  Sim  ''^ 

Wri££  Z4srtlimap&im  ^^aibtL  aimicii  i;^t.7  '2s   .»■>   . 
^oalioA,  t^  roirfnirrarESy  datetf  wiiiL  :^xar  ix  -=s;s:r 

too  gn^r  •f  fifaic;  hut,  fanr 
tkeway^,  we  cannot  hdpaik- 
in^baw  tha  Corraifaaaiia  ha^e 
been  lb  partirolariy  liu  frfcnd 
and  fidch^  ibrvant;  when  ga 
onegovernor  kad  e^ertiieft  ins 
face,  before  Jhhacn  itee  iik^r 
bribed  bis  wif  i»  2  %^  #sf 
bim:  ^us doa mtc ium^t iH 
witb  tbe  oAcrpftB,  ^  jiofii^ 

tfoTf  of  dhs  Ia€  kiB^  rf  .f&^ 
««*  -  ■»  » it  cvGi  aC9  9 
conceit  k^^ieihwfa  jwi? 
feotawAj  Mff  pacr^  iu  ^ 
aailyaDdfieuipsr;  tbe^^eHr 
bavia^  a*  ««  ibb*  «Kfx  j^    , 
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eonfidered  their  work  as  completed,  tho%  in  thofe  days, 
^      they  could  make  no  impreffion  on  fuch  walb,  ignorant  as 
^ey  were  of  the  engines  afterwards  invented  for  tl^t  pur* 
poie.    Sardanapalus  having  taken  edit  to  be  well  fiored 
•  with  what  was  neceflary  to  enable  him  to  hold  out  a  long 
time,  the  confederates  fat  two  years  before  the  city  "Srith- 
out  any  viiible  effed^.  but  in  the  third  year  the  river, 
fwelled  by  yhufual  rains,  came  up  to  the  city,  and  over- 
-  flowed  a  gftat  length,*  no  lefi  than  20  ftades  of  the  walh 
The  unfortunate  Sardanapalus^  now  fenfible  of  the  com- 
pletion of  what  had  been  foretold  of  the  river's  enmity  to 
the  city,  -  had  no  farther  room  for  hope ;  and,  dreading  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  retired  into  his  palace^ 
'in  a  court  of  which  he  caufed  a  vaft  pile  of  wood  to  be 
.  raifed  ;  and,  heaping  upon  it  all  his  gold  and  ftker,  and 
^  royal  apparel,  and  at  the  fame  time  inclofmg  his  eunuchs 
'  and  concubines  in  an  apartment  within  the  pue,  he  fet  fire 
thereto,  and  fo'dcft^oycd  himfelf  and  the  reft  (V) ;  which 

the 


(V)  •This  was  the  end  of 
the  unfortunate  Sardanapalus ; 
but  the  drcomftances  .are  moft 
prodigioully' exaggerated  by 
Atht^deuSf  who  feems  (77)  to 
borrow  what  he  fays  boxaCte- 
Jiasy  whom  Diodorus^  perhaps, 
abridged*  and  Athendus  tran- 
scribed at  length.  He  fays, 
Sardanapalus  within  his  palace 
created  a  pile  of  four  jugera^  ^ 
or  acres 9  in  dimenfion  ;  that 
therein  he  placed  150  golden 
beds,  and  as  many  golden  ta- 
bles; that,  inthemidft  of  it, 
he  built  an  hall  or  room  of  1 00 
feet  t  in  which  he  had  beds  for 
himfelf  and  his  wife,  and.others 
for  his  .concubines;  that  it* 
was  all  a  folid  piece  of  timber- 
work;  and  that  it  was  fo  fenced 
about  with  huge  timbers,  that  • 
nobody  could  get  out ;  that 
within  this  were  no  lefs  than  a 
thoufand  myriads  of  talents  of 


gold,  and  tea  thoa&nd  my-* 
riads  gi  iilver,  together  with 
riches  of  apparel  and  furni- 
ture unfpeakable :  that  he  Qr« 
dered  tins  pile  to  be  fet  on  £re  j 
and  that  it  burned  no  lels  than 
fifteen  days  together;  that,  by 
the  fmoke,  thofe  without 
thought  he  had  becut"  facrifi* 
cing ;  and  that,  during  the 
time,  the  whole  was  a  fecrec  * 
to  every  body  but  his  Eunuchs. 
Suidas  ijV^  feems  to  intimate, 
that  he  was  accidentally  burnt 
in  his  palace.  Anpfntas  (79) 
relates  there  was  a  great  mount 
•  in  Nineveh  raifed,  as  tradition 
wont,  as  a  fepulcral  monu- 
ment to  Sardanapalus  ;  the 
fame>  we  may  fafely  fuppoie^ 
that  is  faid  to  have  been  ereft- 
e6l  by  Semiramis  m  hpnour  of 
Nittus  (80) ;  and  that,  on  ftone 
pillars,  the  following  epitaph 
was  engraved  in  Chaldee  cha- 


{fT)  Athejt,  ibid. 


'(78)  M  vccem  Sap^ftvaxaA*;* 


.(79)  ^/a^ 

rafters  ; 
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die  rebels  hearing,  entered  the  city  by  the  breach,  an4 
becan^e  lords  of  the  place.    The  ii^bitants  were  treated 

with 
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nders;  why  nft  Affyrumf 
which,  were  thus  rendered  into 
Qretk  by  Charilm  the  poet 
(8i),  Em  AE  EBA2IAET- 
2 A,  KAI  AXPI  EQPnNTOT 

f[A10T  *DS.  EHidN,  E*A- 
6N,H*POAl2IA2A,ElAn5 
TON  TEXPONON  ONTA 
BPAXTN,  ON  2C2IN  OI 
AN0PflnOL  KAI  nOAAAS 
EXONTA  •  METABOAA2, 
KAI  KAKOOAeiAr,  KAI 
ON  AN  It ATAAina  ArA- 
4^nN,  A  A  AOI EHOTSI TAS 

AnOAATSEis,  Aio  KArn 

HMEPAN  OTAEMIAN  DA- 

i>EAinoKr  TOrtOnoinN- 

/  reignti^  and,  while  lenjtyed 
the  light  of  the  fim,  J  drank  ^ 
I  eat,  and  gave  my/elf  up  to 
muomen,  having  how  Jhort  a 
fhneman  has  to  Sve^  how  full 
•f  cares  and  trouble  \  and  that 
the  joys,*  I  leave  behind,  paj) 
wn  to  others  ;  knowing  this,  1 
never  miffed  a  day  from  plea- 
fur  e.  This  infcription,  or  epi- 
taph, if  any  fach  there  ever  was, 
18  very  likely  to  have  been  the 
parent  of  the  feoond  we  have 
given  fome  notes  above,  and 
may  be  confoanded  with  the 
feme,  which  is  aHbfaid  to,have 
been  ereded  at  tiineveh  (82)  i 
bat  we  may  fairly  fappole  there 
never  was  any  fuch  as  cither 
of  them  erected  at  tltat  place  : 
'  for  th'ifl  antient  city  was  con- 
fcffedly  dcftroyed,  whatevei- 
place  *  elie  may  have  rifen  and 


been  known  nnder  the  fam* 
name  afterwards :  and,  fecond- 
]y,  Sardanapalus  having  been 
mittced  to  aihes,  we  can  fup- 
pofe  no  monument  to  have  been 
raifed  profcffedly  over  him** 
nor  would'  any  remembrance 
of  this  fort  have  ^been^  it  is 
likely,  propagated  olf  him,  at 
an  immenfe  expence,  on  th« 
iipot  where  Nineveh  was  to 
ftand  no  mor^  ;  and^  befidet^ 
this  mount,  or  whatever  elfe  it 
may  be  d&Ued,  is  not  only  &id  • 
to  have  been  ercdled  in  honoujf 
of  a  former  king,  atleaftibmo 
generations  bemre  him  (83]^ 
but  alfo  to  have  been  deftroyed 
by  Cyrus  *(84),  who,  (o  &r  aa 
we  apprehend,  had  never  any 
thing  to  do  in  the  demolition 
of  Nineveh,  This  may  be 
enough  to  create  i  dilbelief  in 
us,  of  fo  extraordinary  and 
unufual  a  method  to  fpread  the  , 
fhame  of  this  dubious  prince  1 
dubious,  we  (zy,  the  rather 
becaufe  we  find  him  deified  i«  ^ 
the  temple  of  HierafoUs  in  ^«  * 
^ia  (85],  which  it  is  not  likely 
he  ihould  have  been,  if  he  had 
been  fo  miich  the  objed  of 
contempt  ^s  he  is  reprefented« 
Perhaps  his  whole  crime  was, 
that  the  Affyrian  empire  waa 
diflblved  in  his  time  1  and  thia 
we  fay  not  without  ground  ; 
for  we  are  given  to  underflandi 
that,  though  he  was  defpoiled: 
•of  the  empire  of  Syria,  or  Jf. 


(ti)  Abud'Aihin,  tiki  fup»  (82)  Suid.  ad  voeem  Jlap^i 

}83)  Sii  before,  f,  a86.  (84)  Amyntrufud  Atken,  deip. 
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,with  great  humanity,  though  tb^  great  and  mi^ty  city 
t)f  l^iveb  itfelf  was  laid  kvel  with  the  ground.  And 
^hus  ended  ^^'AJfyrian  iempire,  fubverted  by  ^t'Medes 
attd  Babylonians^  after  it  had,  according  to  our  author  Cu^ 
Jias^  fubfiftcd  no  lefs  thaa  1400. years  ••.     , 


S  EC  T.    V.   . ; 

fhe  Hifiory  af  Assvuia,  according  i a  Scripture^ 
mid  tbe  more j^rwed  Autborities. 

^tzteS    fTT  E  now  come  to  th^.true  and  only  biftoi7.oiF  Affy^^ 

the  flood   W    th-at  may  be  depended  upon,     Pn/.^W);  »te  Teem- 

I? 5 7-    ling  fo^indfir  of  this  monarchy,  makes  hift  firft  appearance 
Bef.  Chr.-.  '  jn 

771.  \  .         •  ,  .  .  ,  . 

i^yw^ :.  •  Apatf  eund.  ibid. 


j5MTtf,  ^  dfed  hi  a  good  dd 
«gip  (86);  From  thcfe  verj^ 
i^iffereftt  aecouau  of.thetfeitti 
^  tiu^^aikioas^or,  as  ^vid- 
•pa  dpintoft  has  it.  IhfkmQas 
p^^,  U  miy  be  that  we  hav^ 
Mother  reafon  why  it  dioutd 

.  toi  through  miftake  im^ghied 
iJUmt  w«re  two  kings  of  Mf-^ 

.  Pia  ^^his  ttame  (87).  5'jir&^;^ 
(  88 )  talks  of  a  Sardanttpa- 
hi  flAin  by  on^  P^>y>«;  i   he 

.)ms  two  of  th«  name  ;  and; 
though  he  endeavours  u>  make 
them  different  men,  he  plainly* 
meaiis  the  ftrae.  To  eonclode',, 
whatever  the  bulk  *  of  profeiie 
authors  tell  us,  concerning  the 
yeign  of  Sardanapa/us,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Affyrian  hillory^ 
is  too  grbfs  ^o  be  called  ro- 
snance,  nor  dtferving  to  be 
called  even  tradition,  though 
cerrainly  built  upon  very  true 


hiilory,  at^we  iball  endeavour 
•to  prove  in  wh4t  is  to  ibUow. 
(W)  HeisairocdIledW«4 
dnd  by  ri».lX%Pbu^^^Ti  inac- 
curacy in  the ,  ti*anfcriptioo, 
and  owfcg  t»  the  very  near  r»- 
femblance  of  the  Greek  A  lamh-^ 
da^  and  A  alphe^.  ^  fo  that  it  is  nQ 
|;reat  wonder  this  name  fhould^ 
m  the  Gmk  chata&er,  have 
been  written  ^OTA  Pbua^  m- 
fleadof*OrAP>5»/(89).  He 
is  the  firft  king  of -^JJJrw  men- 
tion^ ii^  Scripture  from  ^he 
time  that  land  was  planted  by 
A/ki^f  ^  i^ot  to  be  con- 
founded With  the  kings  of  the 
M^dis  and  the  Bab\Uniami  as 
the  cuftom  ufually  is  i^)k 
This  Phul  was  by  his  name  a 
pure  JJfyrian^  and  not  a  Choi" 
dean  ox  Bahjknian  (91)9 -as  he 
is  miftaken  to  have  been  by 
feme  (92),  who.  woald  have 


(863  Cleitarcb»  0pud  Atken,  ubi  fup,  ^{^l)  Subefiriin  the  notes; 

/>.  3^»  (8^)  Ad  v(H:<m  tuf%a'¥OfgaKfi<i* ^  (Sg)  Ftd, 

CUrk»  tn  a  Reg.c^p,  xv,  </«/».  ig,  (goj  yid.  eund.  ihid*  (91)  Vid» 

•  Sicalg,  d§  emifki.  temp,  I,  vj.  p.  %-jji  (^ij  Set  Fittri^i  ^p$M  %  Kii^t 
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,  in  Scriptwc  in   tbe^  reign  of  Mfnahm  ti»g  of  Ifrmt^ 
who  juu  ^bout  due  iame  uoie  had  forced  Im  Wiiy  to  the 

throne 


9«>i 


him  to  have  been  the  Belejis 
of  Cte^si  whp,  itt'  cAaj*jn- 
€lioa  with /rA«^/,  ojfUrjhrfiW 

no  poficiw^  caft  i)^  »of c  gfo6, 
•IJ^t  he  was  -the  firft  tajg  of 
4S[yrta^  appears  1:^  his  Ba^e, 
which  is  iin^^  and  JO0t  cpia- 
poonded,  as  thexeift  werea4  of 
ve.  TJi^-^/-M«o^nie5ftre, 
for  the  niiril  part,  c^^fofoanded' 
of  the  ^fiinpj^  nag^iW^  of  theif 
gods  (93) ;  and  the  name  of 
this  king  we  find  a  primitive, 
as  we  may  c4l  it,C0inpou«dcd 
in  the  nam^s  of  other  princes 
in  thefe  par^si,  as  in  Tigli^h*. 
Pul'AJfur^  Ikhdrful-Afur,  -and 
the  like,  ^rnv^  <his  cirqjn- 
ffance,  aiJd  the  afii»ity  of  tfce 
nameitfeJ^  hpjswitii  fecaning 
certainty  i&id  tQ  ha^e  :beeott  te: 
^yrian^*  ^pian^  or  ^j'^**'*"" 
«&/«/  (94) .  ^hI  is  proBonliced 
Pi?/,  imd  ^4/  (95^) ;  iR^ience,'^ 
without  any  ftraimng  of  the 
pQio4;,  we  may  derive  the  Bal^ 
Etk  or  Bilus,  of  ti^  Greeks 
and  I«/Mr/.  ThaX  he  Oioold 
have  been  (he^^  of  Sjria^ 
Pboeniday  |«drol:her  pkccs, 
will  not  be  wondered  at  by 
thofe  who  coi^cr»  aa  wifl  be 
foea  in  the  po^srft  of  this*  fe- 
d^oxiy  that  the  Afffriam  JasL-^ 
pofed  their  own  idoliMiry.and 
religion  on  2&  the  nations  they 
conqaered,  a»  alA>  that  th^ 

(93)  ^'^-  ^«4/i5f .  ubifup.  SeU,  *dt 
chron,  of  ant.  kingdom*  amend,  p.  279* 
f*«r  bibltatb,  univerf.  dss  bijl.p  aS«. 
(  )3)  Ufid.  p.  2S3.  (^99)  /^/^. 

amend* 


^  confecrat^  all  their  kings  into 
duties.  '  It  was  the  ctfR9»  iOf 
the  wniept  Syrian  ^  longlirfore 
theto»   lo  deify,  their    ktiigft 
(^)  ^  we  haveieen  their  ifiW; 
i^g- 1/  gods^  wfs  no  Bore  than 
their  dead  king  Bevhadad  Up 
(a^),  or  perhaps  his  uoforca-  . 
n:ate  fDOcefTor  Ha&aels  who^at 
a  l^ing  of  Siyrta,  was  alfoxalU 
e4  Adad,  or  Hadkd  (99).  We 
IpiAve  already  averted   (loo); 
th^  Adad^    and  Crmu&^  and 
Afiartfy   etre  of  late  date  in 
cvrnfarifin  of  ijohat  the  ieatn^ 
ki*ve  generally  thought  %  iisd  we* ' 
now  fay  the  ^nie  df  Beiit^, 
who  was  Bo  other  than  the  Ali  '^ 
before  ns,   and ,  confequentljr   ' 
Iflter  than  the  antknt  gods  eH 
the  proper  Syria.     Thus  it  ift 
natural  to  cculclade  frbn^  aU^ 
circumftances ;  nor  can  we  bn^ . 
fobfcribc   to   it,    without  re-^  • 
jewing,  the  plain  evicteRce  of^ 
Scfipture,  foir  the  idle  t^les  of 
profane  authors,  who  eonfiwnd 
rather  •than    inform    os.    It 
were  odd,  that  we 'ihouhi  fdy 
on  >i^hat  drexronMedly  fab^, 
in  contempt  of  what  can<  be  fo 
fetf- evidchtly    gathered    from 
the  text  fof   Scripture-hiAory 
(1).     To  dwell  on  the  vBrxoos 
opinions  of  chronokgers  and. 
hilborians  Goncerniag  this  man, « 
would  draw  us  into  n  teclious 
length  :  we  Oiall  therefbve  pafs 

diis.Syrts*  (94)  5^*  JC  N^nuf. 

(95  J  Sertt. '  j^ontfauc.  a/wd  Du 

(97)  See  vol.  ii.  />.  2  z. 

in  the  nWes.  ., '    (100)  Sec  v  >   ii. 

Su  Sir  If,  Natif.  iifsm^  «/  ant.  king. 
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Tor  «f  duone  of  Att  kbgdom,  bj  tbe  nftuder  of  Sballum  \ 
Ac  flood  Hii  luudi  u>Sd  tbe  count  ry  irnirk  the  tocteriiig  ufurper 
^  *5r7;  with 

Bef.  Cfcr.  •  zKiapxT.  to. 

77i. 
V^^W^thmomwiA  tUi  bm  ci^ 


thtCiefimm  hbk,  mi 
voonng  to  coboqEc  It  wni  nc 
jttftory  Of  ScnptoiCy  and  uf 
thdr   ibnipQloiis  adc^tion  of 

.cidi  ocfacn  bjpoclbdb,  tbcy 
li^reaUnoft  all^  into  moft 
intnciUe  maacs,  andcodlefii^- 
xon.  Oiir  holinfft,  then,  it 
to  profe  tliis  man  to  luive  ben 
tbe  firft  feonder  of  the  .^j^l^rfMr 
flMwaidiy  ;  whiA  bavii^  ben 
done  to  oar  bands  by  a  bte 
dSooologer  (2),  wc  ftall 
bcre  only  exhibit  his  argn- 
seotk  None  of  the  pro- 
phets»  who  preceded  Pul^  and 
^recrid  the  odamities  which 
the  pecmle  of  Ifnul  after- 
wam/infecd  fifom  the  ^ 
JnruuUf  evvi  name  that  nation. 
Dot  only  ipeak  of  a  people  that 
istobefa&dop  againft^«#/. 
Thos  7^«^»  vbo  prophefied 
diaot  fixty  years  before  tbe 
Teign  of  iW,  mention>indeed 
the  king  of  Ntmiveb,  bat  no- 
where that  of  J^)ria.  The 
dty  of  Nmiv§h  \aA  ibme  tine 
before  (baken  6S  I^Egyp^imm 

(  y<^,  and  was  gOYemed  fay  a« 
king  of  Its  own ;  bot  his  teni-r 
toriss  were  of  (3)  no  great 
extent,  as  is  plain  from  the  laid 
prq>liecie8 ;  neither  was  he 
called  kii^  ofJJyrU,  bat  only 
of  liine<veh.  .<f«(tf/ prophefied 
abont  ten  or  twenty  years  be- 
fore Pul  began  his  conquefts  ; 
and  foretold,  that  God  would 
laiieup'a  nation,' that  ihould 


bonfe  of  Ifrmd^  at^ 
ttat  tuut  riated  wkfa    thehr 
facocft  J^ainft  Dmaafcms  and 
Bammihi  bat  what  oatioB,  ha 
■ases  aoti»    In  the  prophecies 
of  Ifmah^  ExiBei^  &fia^  Mi- 
€mbt  Nmhmm^   Zephmmiaby  and 
Zukarimh,  which  were  writ- 
m  after  thei^^rMv  monarchy 
was  growik  powerful,    it   Ib 
openly  named  on  alloccafions. 
Theiefore,  ZMjwwab  and  Jmos^ 
who    prophebed    before    the 
•  reigpi  of  P«/,  never  mennon 
tiie  Jfyrumsy  tbo*  thoie  who 
Hooriflied  after  his  rdgn,  fine^ 
qoently  ^^  It  is  pretty  [^, 
ths^  in  the  days  of  the  former, 
the  AJffrums  made  no'great  fi- 
gure in  the  worl^,  bat  were  to 
be  tdfed  op  s^ainfb   Ifrael  i 
and,  by  oonieqaence,*  rofe  in 
the  days  of  P«/,  who  is  the  * 
ibftapon  record  that  fulfilled 
the  prophecy  of  Amos^  threat- 
ening Zjria  and  Ifroil  with  cap- 
tirity .     Befides,  we  know  from 
Scripture,  diat^^  till  Pmlnadt 
his  appearance  on  this  &it  thq 
StfhrmtiSy  not  only  Syria  zsA 
Egfft,  but  many  otiier  ndgh- 
bonring  nations  were  governed 
by  tMr  own  kings.    SefaczxA 
Mewmom  were  great  conquer- 
ors, .  and    fabdoed   CialJtea^ 
Affyria^  Midia^  Pirfia^  Bac^ 
triay  &c.  bot,  in  their  hifto- 
ries,   no  mention  is  made  of 
any  oppofition  they  met  with 
from  an  Affyriaa  empire  then 
ibnding.  Homer  mttntions^tfr- 
cb9^s  iiadMemnm  kings  ofEffp^ 


{3)  ywah  tit  6,  7, 
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with  Aicb  dread,  that,  to  prevent  the  hoftilities  be  might 
have  meditated.  Put  received  from  him  iooq  talents  of 
filver.     Hereupon  he  feems  to  have  taken  the  kingdom  of 
Ifrail  into  his  protedion  (X),  and  returns  from  out  of  the 
land  ^.     What  elfe  this  Jcing  did  in  particular,  b  no- where, 
that  we  know  of,  exprefly  recorded  (Y).    But  from  hence* 
we  may  venture  to  infer,'  as  we  have  already,  ^hat  bb 
either  conquered,  or  received  voluntary  homage  from  Sy , 
m,  and  the  other  nations  in  his  march,  as  he  did  now  from  . 
Jfrael ;  and  that  he  became  the  founder  of  a  very  great 
empire. 

TiGLATH-PiLBSBH*  fudceeded  him  (Z)  j  and  is  fup-Tig^ath- 
pofed^  upon  good  grounds,   to  have  been  his  fon(A).pilc^» 

Upon  \^I^. 
theflood 
^  2;King8  XV,  19.  ,601. 

Bcf.  Chn 
of  I/ratl'u  but  this  they  be*     y^^. 
lieve  upoi^  a  r^xy  /light  fomi-  K^s^sJ 
datioQ  (13). 


void  Pirfia^  bat  knew  nothing 
ef  an  4ffjriaM  empire  (12). 
lyhence  it  is  mamfeft,  that  the 
AJfjrioM  empire,  whkh  CttJUi 
makes  as  antieot  as  the  flood, 
did  not  b^'n  till  the  reign  of 
P«/,who  rnhiced  all  the  above- 
mentioned  nationa.  • 
(X)  Here  we  may  perceive 
*  the  firft  procrefs  of  th^  mon- 
archy. It  was  BOW  in  iu 
infancy,  and  was  rather  %o 
^ke  fear  into  the  nations,  l^ 
baidy  Slewing  itfelf,  than  by 
pretosding  to  over-run  the 
world  by  dint  of  force.  How 
much  more  natural  is  this, 
uhat  what  we  read  Of  the  fort 
concerning  the  pretended  iVf  r 
nui  I  Ptf/fisems  rather  to  have 
laid  the  foundations  oH  ^  Af- 
Jyriammoxax^yt  than  to  have 
ere^ed  it :  that  he  feems  to 
Jiave  left  to  his  (oooeflbrs. 

(Y\  Some  Jews    think  he 
bfgaii  to  ttanfport  the  children 


(Z)  He  isalib  called  %Atf^- 

ghth-fhllafir^mig^MOi  {14), 
as  fuppofed,  andfalib  Mmki ju- 
nior, according  to  C^0r( 1 5). 
Fridioux  '(t6},  by  aif  .onac* 
countable  inadvertency,  takts. 
him  for  ArhucH  the  Mii$. 
Some  (ij)  are  wiUing  to  dt* 
rive  the  nrft  part  of  tus  name 
fiom  Dijka^w^  way  of  pio* ' 
noundog  a  name  belongiag  to 
the  river  Tigrii  (iS)  1  others 
(19)  dpdare,  that  nothing  but 
coBJei^ore  can  be  of{ered  abda( 
it,  uod  that  it  is  quite  uncer- 
'  tain. 

(A)  Some  are  (b  far  from 
thinking  him  to  have  been  the 
fon  of  P«/,  that  they  make 
him  afbang^r  to  his  line,  a 
Mide^  as  we  have  icen  in  the 
note  above«    BaIUh^  mifled  by 


(12]  Sf  Sir  Jfaac  Newton* ichrernl,  of  antifni  iingdomt/  f,  ^6$,  &fif» 
('I3)  Sei  Pmtrick^t  comment,  h^  %  ISngt  xv.  19.  and  upon  1  Chron.  y.  ai6« 
(14)  JBlian,  bifi,  anim,  /.  zH.  c.  21.'  fi$}  A(nd  Eufeh,  ebron^ 

{ 16)  Coemeff,  of  the  Old  andtftm  Teft.  M I  part  i.  mt  the  bennning,       (17  Jt  , 
See  Patrick,  miifitp.  ver,  29.  (i%)  See  before,  im  tft  mttt,  f^  z^i, 

149.  •         ('9}  Cleric,  whijtf,  ntn,  af  • 

X  4  that 
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Year  of  Upon  what  p^^cubV  motive  we  know  not^  ,l^f ,  fell  uff^a. 
the  flood  the   kingdooi  o£   t^^f4  ^<^  V^  "iSf^^  .^p4  utb^^rbetb^  ^ 


i6e8. 
Bef.  Chr. 
740.     ^^ 


reat  artd  otherwife  Icafti-' 
tde  a^bi(hop  Ujher(zo)t 
\  Fiff  to  have  been  the 
fitlkei  of  SardanapalMs  (zt), 
bf  an  0]ttra6niifiai7'inatteiitioa 
intkearohbilhop,  who  diooglfC 
it  11M1&  hava  been  fo,  btcaaft^ 
in  the  name  of  Sarianapalus, 
ttr  StirMM^-Pul,  he  caulti  ^ 
teh^  a.  re]auoii,baciire99.  diit 
iaft  a,D4  this  £ril  Affyrian  king ; 
ibrg^tting,  that*,  for  the  {aaae 
rea&n,  lilgath-pul-ajfur  m^ht 
Ixave  apmeared  ius  (on,  eQpe- 
ci^ly  as  he  i»  the  kingof./^- 
rtA^  who  is  exprefly  ia^  to  li^ve 
fucceedcd  him  in  Scripture.,  By 
what  bya§e^  him  abov^e  tp 
make  this  miilake,  he  might 
al(bk  knd  vfery  aattiralfy,  have 
cortcladcd,  ihitTigiathpui-a/' 
fnr^  afld  Sardan-fufi  were  t)n9 
attd"'*tfie'  fa  hie  prifon,  aird  ifb 
hirtre  |ut  an  end  to  the  thoriat- 
chy/efe  it  Wad  wcM^abe^nnifag, 
The  «rft  ittd'  fecond  tnp^i^r- 
chj^,  Accordrng  ta  the  fclreme 
ofarchbiihop  tj?5^r  (22),  ad- 
c^pte^  'by  PrUeaux  and  RoiHfi^ 
fo  mt^^ely  rcpugnairt  (0  all  hi-' 
l!ory>  facred  or  profane,  may 
ferve  to  (hew  how  irreconcile- 
able  the  latter  is  with  the  for- 
mf  r  ir>  what  concerns  this  cm-' 
pirr.  -A  late  commentator  (23) 
is  h  fenfiWe  of  thi^,  that  he 
<Jfehift%  when  he  comes  to  the 
text  tf  Scripture  (24)  which 
ixtA  mukes  mention  olTighth- 
/>*V1^^  thnt,   if  the  common 


Medes2Xt  true,  of  their  having 
held  the  eaft  under'  fubjediioti 
o]ie  after  another,  there  can 
be  no  knowing  the  meaning 
of  the  words ;  adding,  that 
the  learned  are  now  fenfible 
tllere  were  feveral  forts  of 
independent  kingdoms  in  thofe 
<kys  Xd  the  eaftward  of  the 
Eupbrattti  and  that  (ome^ 
times  one  of  them  was  upper- 
moft,  and  fometimes  another  ; 
that  .at  this  time  it  hap- 
pened, that  the -<^r/^  were 
ntoft  powerful  ;  who,  now 
crolRng  the  7/|r/j,  haa carried, 
their  ^rnw  through  Mefipota-^ 
mia,  and  from  thence  over  the 
Eitpbratis  into  Syria  and  F^/p- 
ftine  (25).  In  a  word,  we 
cannot  but  reckon  this  king  to* 
have  been  the  fon  oi'PuI.  From 
the  time  of  PuP^  aprpearance  tp 
the  firft^of  thfe  Vwg's  appear- 
ance, is  a  ibace,  according  to 
•CJ^f /  himfelf  (26),  of  but  a- 
bfout  24  years;  fo  that  they 
very  naturally  futceed  one  an- 
other. It  is,  therefore,  an  eye- 
fbre  to  {ee  them  fo  disjoined  as 
they  are  in.  ^oiHn  (27),  from 
whofe  judgmenr,  as  he  is  con- 
.  verfant  in  the  labours  and  im- 
provements of  '  the  later  wri- 
ters, we  might  have  hoped  for 
.better  things ;  bur,  as  we  have 
been  hitherto  cautious  of  pafT- 
ing  any  cenfure  upon  hinv,  \ye* 
fliall  for  the,  future  avoid  the 
fame,  as  he  is  a  gentleman  who 
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mta^jikiki  anj  Jgnsab,  sad  Kpdejk^  and  Hazor,  and  (?i» 
/^^^,  and  Galilee,,  and  all  the  land  of  Naphtalii  ^nd  ^ar* 
rifd  fibem  captive  to  Affirm  ^y  tl^ereby*  as  we  nwy  fop- 
pofcj^^  the  iett^r  to  ficcure  tH^fe  diftfint  parts  of  the  em-r. 
pii5p  in  4i«k  aflegw^ce  (B).  For  fucK  a  captivity  muft  qa* 
turally  have  weakened  theim  and  was  rightly  calcddted 
to  clcter  the  r^flfvihvdff  froni  incwrriBig  fo  b*rd  a  fate ;  aoTd^ 
QQ  jth§  other  ban4>  »ay  have  comributcd  tQ  tW  increaib 
of  his,  power,  by  peapUsg  fom©  itraift  ja^ye  immediate^, 
under  his  eyf •  Bni,  whatever  may  haK«  b^eii  bis  view^  . 
at  this  ti0i^  h^  thoiight  hinafdf  obliged  tQ  da  much  mowr 
of  ((^e  kind  fQon  a^r.  For,  recei\f ing  an  fembafly  feom^ 
-^J^z  IfAVi^  c/  Jl^^^  ^,  with  a  leader  f#9ni.  him  of  fao^, 
qwge»  «fid  a  pri^fent;  erf  all  bre  had,  to  deliver  him  fro«a. 
the  hajid)  of  B^i^m.  kiag  of.  Datntifim^'^%^  Ptkah  kMs^  ' 
of  Ifraely  who  wire  in  confederacy  againft  him ;  upon 

•  this  prayer,  and  prefent,  and  acknowlegem'ent  from  the  • 
king  of  Jjidab^  Tiglath-pilefer  marched  agaiqft  DamafcuSy 
took  that  city,  tranfplanted  the  people  of  Mt  to  Kir  (C),  * 

^    y  2  Rings  xy.  29.  *  Seevbi.ii.  p.  315,  316. 

inftrua  thejiiadasto  there-        (C)  Tiaeneare  primed -co,' 
ality  and  p^afifience  iA  /a<S^,.  pies  Qf  the  Srptuagi^i,  which 
as  tp  ife««i  \t  •to  ifii^u^,  and  a    fay  not  whither  the  people  of. 
good  hTe.  Thmafcus  ware   tranfplanted  ;    . 

0)<  l^igUah-fiUSer^txt  e3^-  •others  have  it,  the  place* was 
cutes  whai  lus  fa^ef  l^d  pro-  Kvparit,  or  Cyreney  in  AfrioL, 
jo^ed,  and  o^dy  ^^tched  out.  delved  by  fome  fimilitude  of 
This  w^  the  moH  extraordiijary  the  names ;  but  it  is  impoffiblc 
method  that  coidd  poffiWy  be  tp  fuppofe  the  king  of  Affyri^ 
taken  (jp  (ec4we  th^,  empire  un-  coidd  fend  them  into  thofc  parts,  . 
derdttefttbje^ion,  and  was  the    when'ie   was  not  yet  mafler* 

•  conftant  praOios  of  his  fuccef-  *even  of  Egypt  (28).  Jofepbus 
iox^  as  we  may  foppofe,  far  the  (a9)makesitapIaoe  in  thet^j^ 
fame  rea£?ns.  Thi$  their  ootf-  ^  Media.  Bofbart  (30)  labours 
ftant  praftice  is  in  ?dl  its,  cir-  *  the  point  a  little,  but  to  no  ' 

.  cumftances   fo  afjedii^,    and  fixed  purpofc     It  will  be  in 

muft  have  caufed  ftich  utter  ob-  vain  for  us  to  think  of  fettling 

livion  of  the  original  nations  in  with  any  d^ee  of  certainty, 

thofe   parts,    thajt,   if  Cteftas  the  fite  of  this,  and  many  other 

had  known  any  thing  perfedly  places  hereafter  to  be  mention! 

of   the    Jfyrian'tiS^n^   he  ed,  equally  and  more  obfcar« 

could-ncver  have  omitted  it^ Of  than  thi? ;  but  we  (hair  ofer 

forborn   to  have  improved  "it  by-and-by  our  conjeftures  con- 

aft«r    his  manner,    wiiich  we  cerning  fome, of  them. 

no-where  find  that  hc'did.  '     .         * 

(aS)  ViJe  Jomii»  C/trU.  in  loc.  uhi  fupr,  CzksS  Ar.t'.g.  fud:  L  ix.     . 

•    -flew 
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flew  Rixifij  and  fo  put  an  end  to  that  anticttt  kitM;* 

dom*(D), 

Shalml-       ^^  ^^'^^  fucceeded  by  Shalmanefer  (£),  wix>  obl^edy 

n^,       on  what  pretence  we  know  not,  Hojhea  kins  of  Ifrael  to 

Year  of  become  his  tributary  \    Some  years  after,  Hojhia  fefolved 

the  flood  to^fliake  oflF  the  AJfyrian  yoke,  and  courted,  with  that 

1620.    view,  the  alliance  of  5^,  wen  king  of  E^pU    But  ^hal- 

Bdf.  Chx.manejfirj  apprifed  of  hi^  defign  bdbre  he  co«ld  put  it  in 

728*.     execution,  entered,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  the 

V^V%Jland  of  Urael ;  and,  baring  laid  it  wafte  to  the  verjr 

gates  of  Samaria^  clofely  bdi^ed  that  metropolis.    The 

place  held  out  almoft  three  years,  b«t  was,  in  the  end, 

obliged,  with  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  to  fubmit  to  the 

conqueror,  who  carried  the  king,  and  all  his  fubje^,  into 

'  captivity  (F),  rej^lacing  them  with  ftrangers  from  Babybn^ 

Cujhab^ 


•  2  Kings  xvi.  7,  8,.  9. 

*  •  •  • 

(D)  So  that  the  race  of  the 
ancient  Syrians  became,  asjc 
were,  excind  in  this  country  ; 
which  gives  room  to  afTert 
.what  we  have  only  furmifed 
formerly,  concerning  the  alter- 
ation* the  old  religion  of'tjbis 
country  mud  have  undergone, 
when  conquered  by  the  JJy- 
rians  (31).  How  is  it  to  be 
imagined,  that  the  ftrangers, 
who  were  brought  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  this  country,  mould 
continue  the  antient  rites  and 
fuperftitionsof  its  firft  inhabit- 
ants ?  Well  may  we  fay,,  then, 
that  Adad  now  gave  way  to 
Belusy  and  other  AJfyrian  gods 
(3*2)  unknown  on  this  fide  of 
the  Euphrates  till  now. 

(£)  His  name  alfo  is  va- 
rlouHy  written^  as  Salsnanefdr^ 
SalmanaJJar  ;  he  is  called  Ene- 

•  majfas'  by  Tdfit  (33)  i  and  is 


^  2  Kings  xvii.  3. 

fnppofed  to  (34)  be  the  Sahum 

•  or  Sbahtan  of  Hofea  (3^. 
Moft  chronoIofi;er8  confound, 
him  with  NaSotsa^ar  (36); 
which  we  fliall  flot  here  dif- 

Cttfs. 

*  (F)  We  promifed,  in  the 
laft  chapter,  where  we  gave  an 
account  of  the  iad  exdfion  of' 
the  IfrafUtiJb  kingdom  (37)^ 
to  point  out  to  our  readers  the 
mod  probable    countries  into 

^  which  its  captive  tribes  were 
'  carried.  The  text  only^  fiiys^ 
that  they  were  tranfported  into 
.Affyria^  and  placed  in  Halak 
and  Habor^  by  the  river  of 
Gffzan,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  • 
Msdes  (1),  beyond  the  river 
Euphrates  ;  and  that  the  coun- 
try was  re-colonied  by  people 
from  Babylon^  Cuthahf  Ava, 
Hamath,  and  Sefharvaim  (2)  .* 
from  which'fliort  account  three 


(zi)  See  W.  ii.  p,  283.  {^^J  Bid.  (33)  Cb.  I  i?. 

(34)  See  Sir  If,  Newh  chroml  of  ant.  kingd,  amend,  p,  277,  (5^5)  CK 

i.  14.         .       (36)  Vid,  Gregor,  Pofikum,  p,  246,  ^Greror.  Syncell,  cbr^m 
p.  204..      *        (37)  See  before,  p,  161.  (i)  2  SSitgi  xviL  6.  xirffi. 

10,  &Je^,  I  Chnn^t,  uh.  (a)  %Kin^t  xviii.  XI,  34. 

principsi 
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*  Cujbah^  Jhoy  Hamath,  and  Sepharvaim  c.  ^  This  was 
tbe  fata)  end  of  the  kingdom  of  Ifraely  as  we  have  re- 
lated more  at  length  in  the-  biftory  of  the  Jews. 

•  Hb 


3*5 


*  2  Kings  xvii.  18— «if«. 


princital  qaeftions  have  been 
fiarted  by  the  aodent  Others, 
and  other  commentators ;  *vix.' 
I.  Where  tho(e countries . lie^ 
whither  *the  ten  tribes  were 
carried :  2.  Whether  they  con<* 
.  cinued  there,  or  returned  along 
with  that  of  Judab  at  the  end 
of  the  Bahylomjh  captivity  : 
and,  3.  Who  thofe  Cutheam 
were,  who  were  fimt  to  re- 
people  the  cities  of  Samaria: 

As  to  the  firft,  we  have  for- 
merly hinted,  we  are  much  in 
theikrk  concerning  the  true 
iituation  of  thofe  countries  i 
and  Jofiphus^  who  makes  ex* 

f\tA  mention  of  this  captivity 
3}  is  ib  far  from  offering  any 
conje^ure  about  them,  that 
he  doth  not  fo  much  as  name 
thofe  places  out  of  the  iacred 
hiilorians ;  but  only  iays  in 
general,  that  they  were  tranf- 
ported  into  Media  and  Perfia ; 
10  that  we  muft  be  content  witlir 
the  beft  conje&ures  which  the 
learned  have  been  able  to  give 
«s  of  thofe  provinces  or  ci- 
ties. 

The  firft  named  in  the  text 
is  that  of  Halah,  or,  as  the 
Hebrew  writes  it,  Cbalab  i 
which  is,  not  without  great 
probability,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  metropolis  of  Cha" 
Jaceui,  and  to  have  given 
name  to  th^  whole  provinces 


and  this  was  fitoate  on  the 
.north  of  Kuriifian^  between 
AJfyria  and  the  Gordiitam 
mountains.  Habor,  or  rather* 
^Cbmbor^hy  the  Greeks  Cbab^- 
ras,  and  by  Exeiie/,  who'  dates 
his  prophecies  from  thence» 
Cbebar  (4],'  feems  to  be  a 
long  traA  in  Mefipetama^  or 
Kurdiftan  ;  and  running  along 
the  banks  of  the  river  of  itt 
name,  from  which  it  was  {6 
'  called,  and  which  empties  Itfelf  ' 
into  tikcEi^brates  on  the  eailem 
or  farther  fide.  We  know  but 
little  of  its  triie  iituation,  ex« 
cept  that  it  was  between^^r/a 
and  Media.  We  can  give  a  * 
better  guefs  at  the  land  of 
Gozan,  which  is  *mentioncd 
,by  the  (acred  hiftorians  (5)  as 
a  country,  or  rather  as  one  of 
thofe  provinces  which  were, 
conquered  by .  the  JJ/yriajis^  * 
and  was^robably  fo  called  from 
the  river  of  its  name  (6).  Ac- 
cordingly Piolmy  places  the 
province  of  Gauzanitis  in  Me- 
fopotamia^  and  mentions  the 
city  of  Gauzania'VLS  capital*  of 
it;  and  P/i»y  takes  notice  of 
a  province,  which  he  calls  EUm 
Gffzina,  which  ipread  itfdf  np 
quite  tothehead-fpridgofthe 
tfgris.  We  likewife  read  of 
a  tra6l  named  Gauzan,  in  Me» 
dia^  faidtohave  been  iituate 
between  the  rivers  Cjru$  and 


(3)  4miq,  I IX.  c,  uh. 
^  la*   iff*  awii«  la. 


(6)  a  A^ir^fxvik  6.  xviii.  if. 

Cap- 
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He  afterwards invaded'iP/?^;ftV;  but,  apeacc4)eixig  iposi 
concluded  between  him  and  the  Phcenictaniy  he  ^uitrecf 

th^ir 


Camhyfes ;  and  th^s  is  all  that 
we  can  meet  wkh  in  antient 
aMthors :  from  all  vrWch  we* 
may  conclude,  that  Gozan,  gr 
Cjuzania,  lay  nett  t\it  Caf- 
pi  an  fea,  if  not  «pon  it,  and  on' 
die  northern  parts  of  Ghilan 
in  Perfia,  as  Media  di^  on  the  • 
fouth  and  weft  coaft  of  the 
fame  fea.  And  thus  fir  we 
may  extend  oar  conje^ures 
concerning  the. countries  into 
which  the  IfraeUiiJh  tribes  were 
tranfpoftcd.  A«  for  the  7^w/, 
it  is  m  vain  to  confult  them  ; 
flnce,  among  other  rabbinic 
ftories,  they  pretend,  that  the 
rtver  Go%an^  from  which  that: 
country  takes  its  name,  is  th^ 
fame  with  the  Bahhatic  river, 

^  which  they  affirm  iiever  to 
have  run  on  the  fabbath,  but . 
to  be  gaar^e^  on  both  fides  all 
the  way,  by  a  miraculous  fire, 
to  prevent  people's  approaching* 
it.  A  fabulous  traveller  of  theirs," 
^'who  affores  us,  that  thofe  ten 
tribes  are  ftill  \nfiatu  quo^n^  go- 
verned by  their  own  kings,  and 
ilildobfervers  of  theM?/22/V  law, 
adds,  that  GoKan  is  in  .  Media, 
about  four  days  journey  from 
the  city  of  Hemdau  (7) ;  but 
tha't  author  is  too  weU  known 
to  deal  in  Jewijh  romance,  to' 
deferve  any  credit  from  any 

,  but  his  brethren.  All  that  we 
ihall  add  to  what  has  been-faid, 
ig,  that  Rahjbakeh  the  AJJ^rian 
general  mentions  the  countries 
of  Haratif  Rezeph,  Hdtnathy 
&c.  in  his  threatening  letter  to 

(^  Benj,  de  Tudch  itirtrar, 

12,  <sr>^. 


king  Hezekiaby  as  provinc^e* 
lately  conquered  by  the  kings, 
his  mailers  (^),  and  immediate- 
ly after  that  of  Gozan,  Kqw 
Haran,  or',  as  the  fl^^rwy  hotS 
k  Charan,  and  ^ftGreek's^C^ar- 
res,  was  a  famed  city  of  Me/of  a- 
tahia,  and  featcd  between  the 
ChahorTLTiH  the  Euphrates  a- 
bove-mentJoned.  ^<r«<?//^,  men- 
tioned by  the  fame  facrcd  hi- 
ftorians,  and  by  others  cafiedi?^- 
fiph,  Re/aphay  Rizafba,  and, 
by  Ptolemy,  Rhadzafij^a,  wta  a 
city  of  Syria,  according  to 
Peutinger,  and  the  Noititia  O- 
fientales  ;  and  is  by  Ptolemy 
placed  in  Palmyrene.  Hamatb 
is  reafonaWy  fuppoied  the  fame 
with  the  antient  Emeffa  on  the 
Orontes,  The  other  cities  dr 
countries  of  A'va,  Sephoj^aim, 
&c.*  out  of  aH  which^  the  >^- 
rian  monarchs  font  their  new 
colonies  into  the  Samaritan 
kingdom,  were  all  Heated  on  the 
fame  route  j  fo  that  thofe  con- 
querors ieem  to  have  fwept 
a^way  all  thofe  courttries,  as  they* 
lay  in  their  way  to  P«/#W, 
and  to  have  exchanged  their 
captives  from  the  one  to  the 
other;  among  which  the  If- 
raelitijh  tribes  were  fent  into' 
the  moft  remote  parts  from 
their  own  land. 

The  next  queftion  is, whether 
they  returned  into  it  with  the 
ypwj  , either  under  ^jn«>  or 
.any  of  his  fucceifors,  or  whe- . 
thcr  they  continue  ftill  there. 
The  generality  of  bofth  Je^$ 


,  • 


(8)  Ifa.  xxawiu  ii.    z  JGngs  xix* 
•  and 
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C  VIII.      tbi  HiJUrj  of  thi  Affy runs. ' 
tbeir  country^  and  returned  home  with  his  army.     Not 
lox^  afteft  the  ci(i€5  of  Sidoriy  Ace^  ^nd  Pal4ttyrusy  with 
.    •       *  *  feveral 


3^7 


«nd  pirifUans  have  declared 
for  tbfe  latter  opinion  ;  buf  we 
ihall  have  occafion  in  the  t^ 
quel,  when  we  refume  their 
liifiory  from  the  Bahyloni/b  re- 
turn, to  ihewj  that  great  num- 
beraof  them  came  back  into 
yuJta  along  with  Ezra  and 
itehimiaL  and  are  accordijiigly 
inentioneabythofe  two  inspired  • 
writers,  who,  in  theil«ccoun^ 
of  that  B^morable  tranfadion, 
and  of  feme  others  that  hap- 
pened  foon  after,  feem  to  in- 
clude all  tlie  twelve  tribes  with- 
put  exception.  And  it  is  inv 
deed  plain,  irom  the  tenor«  of 
the  feveml  propihecies  ooncem- 
ing  iheir  Captivity  and  return, 
that  the  Jjraditu^  as*  well  as 
(he  Jews^  had  a  mare  in  the 
pcojcnii^s  0/  bein^  recalled,  and 
Swelling  ag?un  m  their  own 
land.  However,  it  plainly  ap- 
pears upon  the  whole^  that  but 
afmall  part  of  .any  of.  the  ten 
tribes,  nor  even  of  thofe  of 
JiiJAh^  Levi,  and  Bfnjamin\ 
did  return,  in  companfon  of 
thoie  who  chofe  to  continue  in 
the  land  of  their  captivity ;  and 
that  thofe  of  the  former  Ibft,^ 

*  in  procefs  of  ^time^  the  didin- 
^on  of  thftir  ^^artKular  tribes, 
and  b^pame  in^rporated  with 
the  latter,  ^pd  comprehended 
under  the  common  name,  of 
Jrws  i  whereas  we  find  them 
MX  di^rfed,  both  before  and 

•  fmce  the  promulgation  of  the 
gofpel,  in  moft  provinces  of 
j^Jia^  &c.  and  chat  many  of 
them  were  converted  to  Chriffi- 


aaity.  Accordii^ly  St,  Petir 
addreiTes  his  firfl  epiille  to  the 
y^rzyx  difperied  inPmtuif  Go* 
hti^t  2fia^^  &c.  foon  after 
which  we  find  them  in*  greater 
npmber,  not  only  in,  ^a,  but 
inEur^f  and  A/ru,  though  all 
UenSed  under  the«geners^  name 
of  5W;j,  as  the  Europeans  are 
in  the  turkijh  dominions  under 
the  name  of  franks,  ;   ;  , 

But,  withrefpc^to  th^jten 
tril)jes,  whatever  portion  of 
them  might  come  back  with 
Ezra  and  IfehmMh,  or  eve^ 
jitice  i  for  it  is  plain,  that  num- 
bers k^t  ftlll  coming  from  all  ^ 
parts,  perhaps  enough  to  veri- 
fy the  prophecies  above- men- 
tioned ;  yet  it  plainly  appears^ 
that  a  much  greater  number 
^id  behind ;  and,  if  we* may 
believe  the  7^«a;//&  hiftorian,  sil 
the  ten  were  fi:ili  in  Mtdia  and 
Perfia  in  his  time,  and  fo  nu^ 
merous,  thaj  they  could  not  bet 
computed  (9).  Ail  the  reft  of 
the  Jews^  in  confequence  of 
their  expeding  ah  univerfel  re-  * 
iitauration  of  their  whole  na- 
tion, not  only  believe^  bat  af- 
firm, thofe  ten  to  be  ftiil  ex- 
tant,- and  diftinguifhedby  their 
particular  names  under  their 
fefpedUve  heads,  and  all  under 
onccom'mon  prince,  or  fupreme 
monarch.  They  tell  us  wonders 
concerning  the  regularity  and 
fplendor  of  his  government. 
But,  as  they  do*" the  fame  con-, 
cerning  that  of  Judah  likewiie, 
which  appears  to  be  a  mere  fa- 
bulous kingdom*  invented  only 


{^)  4nti2.l,yji,f,%% 
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feveral  others,  revolting  from  the  Tyrians^  to  whom  thejr 
were  fubje^,  fubmittcd  to  him.  Thb* encouraged  him 
to  attempt  the  redudion  of  Tyre  itfelf.    But  of  the  bad 


to  keep  Qp  their  faith  in  Ja* 
r^i's  prophecy,  of  the  fceptre 
not  receding  from  that  tribe 
till  the  coming  of  the  Mtii- 
iiAM  (tt>)i  aMas^thefdtfer 

.  greatly  in  their  accounts  of 
both)  and  have  .ftnfied  them 
with  many  /abbinic  ^bles,  fit 
only  for  a  Jewijb  creed  ;  we 
(hall  forb^r  faying  any  more 

,  of  them :  thofe,  who  are  cu- 
rious enough  in  fuch  things, 
may,  among  the  many  authors 
who  have  written  upon  that 
fubjeft,  confult  Calmefs  dif- 
fertatton  eonceming  the  retUm 

,  9/  the  ten  tribes.  All  that  we 
ihall  add  to  this  fecond  point  is, 
that  we  are  not  without  fome 
better  evidence  than  that  of  the 
JenvSf  that  there  are  ftill  great 
numbers  of  their  ddfcendants. 
Inhabiting  thofe  lands  of  their 
captivity,  who,  we  are  told, 
obierve'the  law  of  Mofes^  and 
ipeak  the  Hebreink  as  their  mo- 
ther-tongue, though  they  can 

^  give  no  account  hew  they  came 
into  thofe  parts.  Among  others, 
f,  late  traveller  through  the 
northern  and  eaftei'n  parts  of 
Europe  and  Afia  ( 1 1),  who  has 
converfed  among  them,*  tells 
fis,  they  are  called  Kuba  or 
Kubaxin^  aiid  that  thpy  inha- 
bit a  mountainous  trad  near 
Derbent^  whofe  territory  is 
known  to  be  alraoil  contiguous 
to  that  of  Shir*vany  which  was 
•  forinerly  part  of  the  antient 
Media  i  (o  that  they  live  near 


the;boraers  of  the  Turh^*  Mtt/^- 
to^iteit  and  Perjta^s,  near  the 
Cajpian  fea;  and  have  inhabit- 
ed thofe  {»rts  daring  fo  long  ^ 
feries  of  age8»  as  to  have  loft 
all  accounts  and  lemembrance 
how  they  firft  came  thitherl  . 
What  confirms  oorconjedm^ 
for  we  6nly  ofier  it  as  fach, 
that  they  are  the  defcendanta 
of  the  fen  tribes,  rather  th^ 
of  that  of  JudaJb  carried  away 
by  Nebuthudne^T^r  i^o  Baiy^ 
lon^  is  their  northern  fituation 
with  refpeft  to  the  land  of  ?«- 
hfiine ;  agreeable  to  which,  th^ 
prophet  Jeremiah^  (peaking  of 
the  general  return  of  ^udab  and 
Ifraelvaio  their  own  land,  fays, ' 
that  tbeyflfalleme  together  out 
of  the  land  of  the  no  f  thy  to  thi 
land  which   I  have  given  •t^ 
their  forefathers  for  an  inherit* 
ame  (12).  But,whethcr  he  there 
fpeaks  of  the  BahyUmiJh  capti-    • 
yity,  or;  as  others  think,  of  a 
future  one,  at  the  fecond  com- 
ing of  the  Messiah,  at  the  be« 
ginning  of  the  millennium,  is     • 
a  point  too  much  controverted, 
aiiij  out  of  ourprovince,to  dwdl 
longer  upon. 

The  :  thiyl  queftion^  viz, 
who  thofe  Cuth^nt,  and  othei* 
colonies,  were,  whom  the  Af^ 
fyrian  monarch  feiit  to  rcpeople 
th©  kingdom  oiSamarioy  more 
properly  belonging  to  the  fe- 
cond part  of  the  Jevjijh  hifto* 
ryy  will  be  examined  in  a  fab-  * 
fequent  volume. 


.    (f  o)  t>e  hue  mid.  fu^t  vol,  ill  /».  ^17,  &  not.  (G).  (11 J  StrahieM" 

hrg 's  defer,  of  tbi  north^eafi  faxt$  of  Eunfe  and  AJia,  p,  398*     ( i  x)  Jerm^ 
iu,  12,   6f  18,  . 

8  •  fucccfs 
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fuccefs  that  attended  him  in  the  attempt,  we  h^ve  fpoken 

already*. 

Shalmakeser  was  fucceeded  by  Sennacherib  (M), 
ivho,  finding  that  Hfis^iZ/z A  iLxngoi  Judah  failed  in  the 
p^ment  of  the  tribute  which  both  he^nd  his  predeceilbr 
bad  paid  to  hipn,  marched  againft  him  with  a  powerful^ 
army,  and  reduced  a  great  many  of  his  fortified  towna* 
But  hereupon  Hezekiah^  acknowleging  his  fiiult,  agreed 
to  pay  to  Ae  AJfyrian  aycarly  tribute  of  300  talents-  of 
jJUver,  and  30  of  gold.    Though  this  was  all  he  demanded, 

?et  he  foon  after  fent  his  army,  under  the  command  of 
''artan Rabfaris  (N),  and  Rabjhakeh  (O),  to  inveft  Jeru- 
Jidem.  Thefe,  preienting  themfdves  at  the  foot  of  the 
city-wal],  demanded  a  parley  with  HexekiaVs  minifters  | 
winch  being  granted,  Rdbjhakeh  addreffed  them  in  an 
haughty  fpeech,  fetting  forth  the  power  of  his  mafter, 
and  treating  with  the  utmoft  contempt  not  only  Hezekiah^ 
and  the  king  of  Egypt  (P),  in  whom  he  fuppofed  Hi%i* 

«  See  vol.  ii.  p.  371,  37a. 


3«f 


(M)  His  Hebrew  name  is 
Seuherib  )  and  it  is  feldom  or 
never;,  that  we  recoUeft,  writ 
with  any  greater  variation^  ear- 
eept  that  he  may,  by  contra- 
Aion,  have  been  called  Jareb 

(45).  ' 

(N)  This  is  thought  to  have 
been  rather  the  name  of  an 
•ffice,  though  cpmmonly  taken 
for  the  name  of  a  perfon,  iig- 
nifying,  7be  chief  of  the  eu- 
nuchs (46). 

(O)  The^meisobfervedof 
this,  as  in  the  name^bovey  it 
iignifying,  l^he  chief  cup-bearer 
(47). 

•  .(P)  ^(i^  thought  this  was 
done  more  out  of  mere  ri^e» 
.  than  any  thing  elfe^  Sennache- 
rib difdaining  to  have  Seen  dis- 
appointed ai^' baffled  in  his  at- 
tempt^ upon  Egypt,  according 


to  theAory  we  have  of  it  k 
Herodotus  (48) ;  but,  howevpr 
plauiible  this  may  ieem  (49)  at 
firft£ghr,  it  is  ieemingly  con* 
tradidory  to  the  text,  which 
fuppoies  him,  if  we  are  right, 
to  be  bu&ed  in  the  fiege  of  La--  • 
chiflj.  He  had  not  niade  his 
attempt  m^h  Egypt  yet.  We 
think  we  h^e  a  more  natural 
account  to  give  of  the  contempt 
here  exprefled  againft  the  Egy^ 
ptiany  iotSethon  was  then  king  ' 
of  Egypt y  who,  being  recorded 
to  have  been  a  prieft,  and  to 
have  minded  nothing  but  the 
functions  of  th^C  office,  and  to 
have  hated  all  military  men 
(50),  it  can  be  no  wonder  Sen-^ 
nacherrb,  or  his  (ervant  for 
him,  fhould  ridicule  and  defpite 
the  then  king  of  Egypt, 


(45)  Hofea  V.  13.  1^  x.  6. 
'*nJ,  ibid, 
($0)  Sit  v$it : 


{^^)  rid.  Joan,  Cleric,  in  he.        (4,7)  rid. 
€und,  ibid',  748)  Set  vth  ii.  ^»  79*  (49)  Vid,  Jtan,  CUric,  in  loc,- 

r/,  a.  iiidt  .        , 


kiah 


Digitized  by 


Google 


j20  ^b&Hiftcry  of  the  AifyriaiKi.       :    B.  }| 

/•  kiah  to  have  placed  great  confidence,  but  even  the  God 
of  Jfrael ;  obferving,  that  a§  the  gods  of  Hamath  and  of 
Arpbad^  the  gods o{  Sepharvaim^  Henah,  and  Xvah^Q^)^  . 
had  not  been  able  to  witWland  the  Ajyrian  power,, fo 
neither  would  theirs.     But,  in  the  mean  time^  Sermacberik 


•  (Q^)  ^irl/aac  Nrvjton  (51) 
BJies  this  boaft  concerning  the* 
6ation6y  and  tbeir  god$,  as  an 
argunrent  for  the  novelty  of  the 
A^yrlan  monarchy  ih  thefe 
days,  pbfeiviog  that  this  defd- 
lation  is  recited  as  frefh  ih  me- 
mory, and  to  terrify  the  Je^im 
(.52).  All  the  ahove-cited  nU' 
tionshtid^  tiUno^tv^  their  fi^e- 
ral  gods^  and  eatb  accounted  his ' 
god  the  god  of  his  o^um  land^  and 
the  defender  thereof  againfi 
the  gods  of  the  neighbouring 
countries^  and  particularly  the 
gods  of  AfTyria  ;  and  therefore 
they  ^^re  never  till  no^  united 
under  'the  AfTyrian  monarchy^ 
efpecially  fince  the  king  ofAffy^ 
jia  doth  nothoafi  (f  their  heing 
conquered  hy  the  ASynzxi^oft- 
ener  than  once  :  hut  thefe  being 
Jhtall  kingdoms f  the  king  ofAU, 
fyria  foon  o^uerfotOed  them : 
Know  ye  not,  faith  Sennache- 
rib to  the  Je^'i  [2  Chr.xxxif. 
13.  15.],  what  I*and  my  fa- 
thers have  done  unto  all  the 
•people  of  other  lands  ?  .  .  .  . 
fbr  no  god  of  any  nation  or 
kingdom  was  able  to  deliver  his 
people  oUt  of  mine  hand,  and 
cut  of  the  hand  of  my  fathers ; 
how  much  lefs  (hall  your  God 
deliver  you  out  of  mine  hand  ? 
tie  and  his  fathers^  therefore^ 
Pul,  Tigladi-pilefer,  and  Shal- 
plane  fer,  'were  great  conquer- 


ers  ;  and^  wth  a  current  eftoi; 
Qories^  bad  ne^wly  werfiowHl 
all  nations  round  about  -Afly  ria^ 
and  thereby  fit  up  this  monarchy 
(53).    This  is  ajuil  remark, 
teiiing  to  prove  what  we  have 
hitherto  contended  for,   con- 
cerning the  lateneis  of  the  Af- 
ffrian  monarchy,  in  comparifon 
of  the  eommoA  computaticm  ; 
and  may  accocmt  for  ii^hat  we 
have  as  g(9od  a«  afietted  i^f  4), 
That  the  religion  of  the  Pior* 
nicians  and  Syrians^  as  known 
to  the  Greeks^or  even  to  them- 
felves,  to  all  appearance,   was 
of  Afjyrian  origin  j  which  may 
•not  onl/^beampljf^  proved  b)r 
the  ffrange  na!poni'  who  wese 
transplanted  thither,  but  froOL. 
this  way  of  proving  the  goi 
of   the  prevailing   nation  to 
be  ftronger  than  the  gods  qf 
the  vanquifhed  ;  whichj  as  fal- 
lacious an  argument  as  it  niar 
feemtous  fj5),  was,  inthofc 
days  of  idolatry  and  fuperftj^. 
tion,    found  and   indiiputabl«> 
doftrine :  fo  Beius,  or  Pul^  rf^ 
AJfyrian^oi^   having    proved 
himfelf  too  ftrong  for   Adad 
the  Syrian  god,  tlie  former  gives 
place  to.t'he  latter,  of  coorfc  ; 
and  Belus  thenceforward   be-, 
comes  the  god  of  the  Syrians ^ 
inilead  of  tne  unfof  tunaie  Jdad 
(i6).     :, 


(51)  Chrofiol.  of  ant.  lingS*  amend,  f,  275,    276.   .  (52)  IhiJ.p, 

»74.         (53)  l^^"^'  P-  276,  277'         (S4)  f  ^^  '^*«  ii.  P'  ^83.  (55;  AW. 
^•stti*  Citric^  commtnt',  in  ioc*                (56 J  St<  %ol,  U.  />.  zSk, 
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C,  VIII.         the  Hifiory  of  the  Aflyrians. 

being  informed.  That  Tirhakah  (R)  king  of  Ethiopia  was 
in  full  march  to  invade  his  dominions,  he  haftened  back  to 
defend  them  5  and  his  generals,  leaving  Jerufalenty  marched 
with  all  expedition  after  him  (S).  Sennacherib^  J)eforehi9 
departure,  fent  a  threatening  letter  to  Hezekiah^  adding  tb 
the  nations  he  formerly  mentioned  to  have  been  conquered 
hy  Affyria^  Rezeph^  and  the  children  ofEden^  which  were 
fbelafar    ~       "  •  "         '  .---.- 


3^1 


m 


■(T). 


He  returned  foon  after  againft  Judah ; 

but 

2  Kings  xix.  8.  12. 


(R)  According  to  the  courfe 
of  the  Egyptian  hiftory^  this 
^irbakab  can  have  been  no 
other  than  the  Sabhaco  (58)  of 
Herodotus,  who  was  an  Etbio- 
piatiy  a  great  warrior,  and  had 
fome  time  before  conquered 
Egypt,  and  held  it  50  years 
(59):  he  retire^  from  Egypt 
at  the  expiration  of  that  term 
(60),  and  returned  into  Etbio- 
pia;  and  by  that  means  Set  ban 
the  pricft  of  Vulcan,  as  he  is 
cal/ad  (61),  came  to  be  king 
of  Egypt.  Setbon  being  more 
dridly  a  prfeft  than  a  king, 
aiadTirbakab,  or  Sabbaco,  the 
great  Ethiopian,  confcious  Se- 
tbon could  not  pretend  to  make 
head  againft  fo  formidable  a 
conqueror  as  Sennacherib,  and 
perceiving  Egypt  to  be  in  im- 
minent danger  of  fubjedion,he 
puts  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his 
army  to  protefl  Egypt,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fecure  his  own 
country  Ethiopia.  Sabbaco, 
though  an  Ethiopian,  mufl 
have  had  a  great  concern  for 
the  liberties  of  Egypt f  not  only 
as  it  was  his  barrier,  and  next 
neighbour,  but  a](b  as  he  had 
refided  fo  long  in  it  as  lord  or 
king.     He  may  have  been  ilill 


alive,  tho^  he  muft  have  been 
a  man  in  years  ;  for  he  did  not 
die  on  the  throne  of  Egypt,  but 
left  it  of  his  own  accord  (62). 
We  do  not  pretend  to  give  this 
for  certainty  ;  but  it  has  fuch 
an  air  of  probability,  or  at 
leaft  correfponds  fo  nicely  with 
what  we  read  of  the  hiftory  of 
Egypt  in  Scripture,  that  we 
fanfy  the  reader  may  be  tempt- 
ed to  think  this  tr^nfadionmay 
have  been  as  we  have  here  fug- 
gelled,  if  he  would  give  himfelf 
the  trouble  of  comparing  what 
we  here  fay  therewith. 

(S)  The  hiftory'of  this  hi* 
war  in  thefe  parts  is  very  clou- 
dy :  we  only  know  in  general, 
that  he  took  feveral  cities  be- 
longing to  the  king  ol  Judah ^ 
and  perhaps  fome  others ;  that 
he  befieged  Lachijhi  fent  to  ' 
infult  Jerufalem,  and  its  king, 
after  he  had  accepted  his  tri- 
bute and  homage  in  feeming 
good  part ;  that  he  was  under 
fomeappreheniioDS  about  T'/r- 
hakah  kingof  Ethiopia  ;  and 
finally,  that  the  grofs  of  his 
army  was  miraculoufly  deflroy- 
ed. 

(T)  The  moft  probable  opi- 
nion  is,  that  thefe  places  were 


(58)  See  vol.  u,  p,  77, 
(61)  thid,p,  -jtj. 

Vol.  IV. 


(59)  Ibii.  *.  78.  •  (60)  Ihii. 

(61)  Bid.f.yi. 

V  fome- 
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3-22V  ^be  Hipry  of  the  AjpTxriims.         H.  I, 

bu^hls  anmy  being  fojittEin  by  an  angel.  (U),  and  1855OOO 
of  them  found  dead  next  morning  in  their  oamp^''  (W), 
he  marched  back  i^to  AJfyria^  and  took  up  his  abode  aL 
Nineveh  ^ ;  where  finding  himfelf  fallen  in  the  efieem 
pf,  his  people  (X))  he  grew,  fallen  and  tyramiicals  parti-. 
Qulajly  v^enting  his  rage  againft  the  captive  Hebrews  \vt 
^is  dominions^  many  of  whom^  he  unmercifuUy  put  toi 
c|eatb^^in.rev«ngp  for  hia  great  downfal,  which  he  ma^j 
ba»5e  attributed  to  them.  In  (hort,  he  behaved  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  he  was  grown  odious  in  the  eyes  of  his  own 
fons,  two  of  whom,  Jidrammelech- sittd  Sharezer  (Y),  flew 

-  him 

*  2  Kingixix.  35.        ^  Ibid.  ver.  36.         y-Tobit  i.  18. 


Cajnatyffhere.in  Syria.  There,  it 
a.  city  czllediRe^b  in  Mefopo* 
temia,  near  the  moath  of  the 
ivecr^Saqeoras  (73);  and  a^ city- 
called  Rsfupk^  in  the  Pahny- 
rem  oi:Syria^  which  of  ihdfe 
may  hav^  bceD^i^f^i^,  we 
dec]4c  not.  The  other  ci(ie» 
arp  not  fo  eafy  to  be  fonodj 

(U)^  This  is  a  figarative  ex- 
preffion.  coijimon  wich«  the 
yWf.  Som^  fappofe  thii  ha* 
vock  to  havp  been  ipade  ''  by 
'*  a.  plague^  or  perhaps  by 
**  ligbtntng,  or  a^  firy.  wind, 
''  which,  blows  (bmetimes  in 
**  tfae.neighboarin^  dcferts,  or 
*'  rather  by  being  iorprifed.by 
''  Setbonziid^irbakah \  forthe 
**'  EgyptiauiriU'VMTOMy  of  this 
*'  adtion^erc&edaftatueto^^- 
'*  tbon^  holding'  in^his  hand  a 
"•mottfe,  the  Egyptian  fymbol 
"  of  deftruaion  (74)." 

(W)  Where  his  can^pwas 
at. this  timei  is  no-  very  clear 
matter.  Ic  is  alfo  uncerxaiiv 
whether,  hi^  arm.y^  was  all  to- 
gether at  this  time^  or  divided,. 


part  under  bimfelfi  and  part 
under  RabJhakBb-  (7s)  ;  and^ 
coniequently  whether,  it  was^ 
the  army  under  himfelf,  or 
that  under  Rah/betkeb^  that  waa 
thus  fwept  aw«y,  or  whether 
they  botlbfuffsred*  After  whet- 
we  have  already  faid,  we  leave 
the  reader-  to  fatisfy  himielf^ 
about  this  obfCarity. 

(X)  Returning  fo  be^d^ 
with  fuch'ihanie  and  diiKotu>ttr, 
his  people  could  not  but  think 
meanly  of  him^  in  comparifon 
of  his  predeceflfors ;  though 
SbalmanefeTy  his  father»  does 
not  feem  to  have'  been  very 
fortunate  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  life.  W^  have  feen  him 
IhamefuUy,  beaten  by  theTjri- 
ans  in  a  fea-fight,  and  his  army 
five  years  before  their  ci^ 
without  any  efFe6l-(y6). 

(Y)  It  is  fuppofed  -he  had, 
in  the  midft.  of  •  his  danger* 
threatened  to  facrifice  them  to 
his  god  ;  and.  that  they  toek- 
this  opportunity  of  facrificing*' 
him,  that  they  might  net  be 


(74)  Sir  JpNt^t.  ebrvi.  6fwit,  kimgdy 
_..  _       _  .  cofineSl.  of  the  Old  and  New  Teft» 

(75)  See  Patrick  uSf  fuf.         (76)  See  W.  ii.^.  371. 

(aaifefd 


(7^)  Ptolem.  tal>»  Jf»  geop'. 
amend,  p.  282.     See  alfo  rrideaux's  cottneSl,  of  the  Old  and  New  Teft»  ioQk  i# 
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t.  tin.       Th  liifhf^  of  tit  Aflyri^Ts.      ^ 

fiirii  as  h^  was  zi  his  devotions  in  the  temple  oi  hfs  god 
f^ifroch^  in  a  ffebi^t  time  after  his  precipitate  returri  froih 
^uddd.  They  fle^;^'  him»  and  fled  into  thfe  land  oi  Armi- 
nid\  perhaps  to  avoid*  tlie  punaffiment  due  to  thdif  parri- 
cid'e  (^)  :  thus  was  he  flain  in  the  temple  of  hfs  favourite 
god' (A),  and  hVs  third  ty:>vi  Mfaf-haddon  reigried  in  Kis 
ft6ad^^(6>, 

EsAR-H'/LDDoN  (C)  may  be  faid  to  havc  fucceeded  toEfar-had 

don. 
*  2  Kings  XIX.  ver.  37. 


ikcriiJcgd  thtthfdves  {76) :  what 

fKourids  there  are  for  this,  we 
riow  riot  We  lib-where  read, 
that  atiy  fbcH  uiittatural  Aiper- 
ffitibn  prevailed  ambng  the 
j^yrtam :  we  mky  inquire  in- 
td'  this,  when  we  come  to  treat 
of  the  Babyiohiofi  religion, 
which  mull  at  leaft  have  inclu- 
ded that  ofJffyria. 

(Z)  If  thefuppoficioD  in  the 
note  above  be  true,  they  had 
reafoo  to  £7  for  their  difobe- 
ditoce  and  murder ;  but,  if 
not,  we  cannot  perceive  but 
they  migKthavejufUfied  them- 
{elves  with  the  people.  Who 
may  wit  liave  been  very  forry 
for  Sewiacbetibh  death,  upon 
the.  prindple*  of  fclf-preferva- 
tlpri;  which  might  have  ferved 
Ibr  a  plea  of  fome  validity,  if 
it  had  interfered  with  no  part 
of  religion  or  fuperftition. 

(A)  We  hkre  it  from  Jofi- 

phm{f;fj)\  that  Ni froth  or  Araf- 

cuSf  as  he  calls  him  (78),  was 

hismoft  efteemed  god.    Con- 

<ieVhtng  his  hiftory,  We  h&vT 

^  iaid  all  we  thought  necefl&ry, 

'  in  the  former  part  of  this  hi- 

ifoy  (7^ 

{B)  fferoiUtus  make's  ^prelii 


mention  6i  Se^nd'ch'irtb  (i);  and 
tellk  us,  that,  as  he  lay  befoi'e 
Pelufium  with  his  armyi  futh 
fwarms  of  field*rats  send  mi^ 
entered  hi^  canip  one  night,  as 
deftroyedall  their  &ieldfbai^ 
and  bow-ilrings.  Thii,  biiho^ 
Patrhk^  with  fome  feeming 
paflion,  calls  an  horrihlk  lyi  (2)>* 
and  a  \y^  it  is,  or  rather  a'falf- 
hood ;  but  nevertheiefs  confirms- 
in  fome  degree  what  is  written 
concerning  the  fud^en  deftnxi- 
tion  of  the  AJyrian  ariny  (*}• 
Herodotus  QsXkSennacherib^&^, 
of  the  Arabians  and  Affyriank^ 
perhaps  betaulb  ^t  AJfytia^is 
at  that  time,  with  Feraa^  or 
the  land  of  GiUai\  and  HA- 
math  or  hiiria\  pofiefTed  ^^^Oit 
part  of  the  neighbouring  j^^ 
bia.  It  is  plaih  from  Scripture, 
that  they  were,  in' Sennacie' 
rib^i  timei  mJtilers  of  Ivab  (4^ 
which'  wa^,  according  to  Ju' 
ff/«/(5),  a  province  of  ^ro^ia 
De/erta, 

(C)  He  is  alfo  called  A/ar- 
hhdd6n^  Afordan\  by  the  $iftu- 
aginr^  Ajnradsn  in  Ptolimfn 
canon,  Sarcbedon  by  Tqbit  (80)9 
Sargonhy  Iiraiab(ii\  ixA  Af- 
nufptr  by  izjra  (8^4). 


(7«1  TamcTuBrfup.  (77)  Arftif,  Jud.  Lx,  c.  a. 

(79)  Set  btfire,  ^.  254,  |i)  Herod.  L  n,  c,  141. 

upon  %  Kings  xix.  (3)  Stejofkpb,  anfjq,  I,  xi  c,  x. 

XTiii.  34.  xix.  13.  (5}  Jun,  on  2  Kings  xvi.  24. 

ft  «k;  (Si)  Jfaigb  xJt.  (81)  Exta  iv.  lo, 

Y   2 


(783  m£ 

{%)  Comment, 

i4)  2  Kings 
So)  rJit 

the 
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Year  of   the  ruins,  as  it  were,  of  the  JJfyrian  monarchy  founded  by 
the    flood  P«/,  and  inlarged  and  eftablifhed  by  Tiglath^ilefer.     Un- 
1638,     dcr  Sennachgrib  it  fcW  to  decay,  either  by  his  imprudence 
Bcf.  Chr.  or  ill -fortune,  or  a  mixture  of  both.     The  MedeSy  taking 
710.      advantage,  it  is  likely,  of  his  long  and  diftant  abfence, 
^*^V*^»^  or,  perhaps,  upon  the  news  of  the  fudden  and  general  de- 
firudion  of  his  army,  revolted  ^,  and  were  never  after,  it 
feems,  reduced  to  the  Jff}rian  yokcy  though  Efarhaddoriy 
in  the  courfe  of  his  reign,  feems  to  have  been  both  a  va- 
lorous and  fortunate  prince,  as  well  as  ambitious  of  fupport- 
ing  and  inlarging  the  empire.     He  was,  to  all  appearance, 
a  mild  and  a  gracious  perfoi^age,  and  particularly  kind  to 
the  JewSy  who  had  been  fo  cruelly  abufed   by  his  father^ 
Year  of   ^^^^^  ^^  ^*fty  return  to  Nineveh.     He,  in  the  beginning 
Che   flood  of  his  reign,  feems  to  have  continued  quiet  in  his  capita], 
1667.     and  perhaps  had  enough  to  do  to  fupport  his  dignity « at 
Bef.  Chr.  home ;  till  after  fome  years,  his  kindred  race  of  the  Baby^ 
681.      lonijh  kings  being  extin£t,  or  fome  other  caufe  producing 
%y^^^''^  an  intcr-rcign  in  that  kingdom,  he  laid  hold  of  the  oppor- 
tunity, and  united  it  to  the  crown  of  AJfyria  ^ 
Year  of        Grown  potent  by  this  union,  he  proceeds  to  cftablifli" 
the    flood  his  tottering  power  over  the  more  diftant  parts  of  his  em- 
1671.     pire  ;  and  marches  into  Syria^  and  againft  the  remnant  of 
Bef.  Chr.  Ifrael^  and  the  kingdom  o^Judah.     The  remnant  of  7/^ 
^n-      rael  he  tranfplanted*,  as  he  may  have  done  by  the  rem- 
K^^^'^/"^  nant  that  may  have  been  left  of  Syria  5  fo  that  they  now 
utterly  ceafed  to  be  nations ;  and,  in  their  ftead,  he  in- 
troduced a  fupply  of  foreigners  (H),  according  to  the  po- 
licy of  his  predeceflbrs.     Having  thus  quite  expunged  If- 
rael  and  Syria  from  the  lift  of  nations,  he  proceeded  to 
the  reduflion  of  the  kingdom  of  Judah  to  the  ftatc  of  de- 
~  pendence  it  had  profeflTed  in  the  time  of  king  Ahazj  took 
Manajffeh  their  king>  bound  him  in  chains,  and  fent  him 
captive  to  Babylon  *. 

Elated  by  this  flow  of  fuccefs,  and  nothing  difcou- 
raged  by  the  unfortunate  attempt  of  his  father,  he  conti- 

.     ^  Tobiti.  15.  '  Ptolbm.  can.  allronom.  »  Ezol 

iv.  2.  10.  ^  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  11. 

(H)  His  being  now  called  of  IfratJ,  recorded  in  the  reign 

king  of  BaByhn  has  been  the  of  Shalmanefer,  to  his  time ; 

caufe  that  commentators  have  concerning  which  we  have  de- 

poftponcd  the  tranfplantation  dated  our  mind  already  (82). 

(?2)  Sfc  hffiff,  in  the  notes,  ^»  313. 
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Hues  his  march,  refolving  to  invade  Egypt  and  Ethiopia  (I),    Year  of 
which  he  did  accordingly  ;    and,    having  fubdued  both  the    flood 
countries,  and  carried  with  him  into  captivity  great  num-  .  ^^75^ 
bers  of  the  inhabitants,  he  held  thofc  kingdoms  in  fub-  ^«  ^*ir- 
JefWon  to  him  three  years  '  (K).  In  the  courfe  of  this  war,     ^73- 

he  ^^.^w-r 

*  iraiahxx.  4. 


(I)  Having,  as  we  have  feen, 
fubdued  all  Syria  and  Pahftine 
in  a  more  efFedual  manner  than 
any  of  his  predeceflfors    ever 
Jiad^  he  was  the  better  quali- 
fied to  invade  Egypt  and  Ethu 
9pta.     Befidesy    Tirhakab,    or 
SabBaco,  may  have  been  now 
dead;    for,  according  to  the 
hiftory  of  Egypt  (83),  he  muft, 
by  this  time,  have  been  a  very 
old  man.     He  had  nothing 
then  to  fear  from  that  warlike 
prince,   and  very  little   from 
Sf//lf(?ft  (84),  who  wa3  now  un- 
fuppoTUd ;    and  whofe  king- 
dom, as  it  is  reprefented  to  us, 
feems  to  have  been>  at  this  time, 
in  the  mod  proper  condition  to 
be  conquered. 

(K)  This  reduction  and  cap- 
tivity ^  was  foretold  by  I/atalf 
(85)  5  In  that  day  Jhall  there 
he  cm  higb'fway  out  of  Egypt 
intq  *Aflyria,  and  the  Aflyrian 
fhall  come  into  Egypt,  and  the 
Egyptian  into  Aflyria,  and  the 
'E'gypivam  Jhall  ferpe  the  Afly- 
rians.     In  this  war  the  city  of 
^iofpoliSfNo'Ammon,  ox  Thebes, 
which  had  till  then  flourifhed 
in  great  glory,  is  thought  (86) 
to  have  been  miferably  wafted, 
and  led  into  captivity,  accord- 
ing to  the  fame  prophet  and  an- 


other ;  the  former  adding  {%'j) 
to  what  is  above.  So  Jhall  the 
king  e/"  Aflyria  lead  away  the 
Egyptians  pri/oners,   and   the 
Ethiopians  capthves^  young  and 
tld,  naked  and  barefoot ....  to 
theJhameofEgyipt.     And  they 
[the  Jews]  Jhall  be  afraid  and 
ajbamed  of  Ethiopia  their  ex- 
pe^ation,  and  of  Egypt  their 
glory :  and  the  latter  (S8),  who, 
prophefying  the  de/lruaion  of 
^iHenjeb,  and  fpeaking  of  the 
calamity  of  Egypt  as  a  tranf- 
aaion  of  late  date,  fays.  Art 
thou  h4tter  than  the  populous  No 
[No- Ammon],  that  was fituatt 
among  the  rivers  y  that  bad  the 
nvaters  round  about  it,  ivhoje 
rampart  was  the  fea,  and  her 
wall  was  fmm  the  fea  (89)  ^ 
All  this,  \xk  our  opinion,  can 
have  been  ef&ded  by  no  king 
ofAJ^ria,  Efar-haddcn  except- 
ed. Archbifliop  CJ{&/r  (90)  and 
Prideaux  (91)  afcribe  the  con- 
queft  of  Egypt  to  Sennacherib 
his    predeccflbr.       But,    from 
what  we  read  in  Herodotus  (92) 
we  cannot  help  concluding  him 
to  have  fuffered  fome  conflder* 
able  lofs  before  Pelufium,  and 
to  have  been  thereby  deterred 
from  any  further  attempts  upon 
Egypt^    Beiides,  as  he  had  not 


(83)  rol.  ii.  p.  78.  (84)  Uid,  p.  79.  f%  .)  ifaiab  jdx  it 

^l^l  ^!'.^:'^'  ''^'"^'  ^f  ^^'  ^^^  afidNe^  reft,  look  CpJrti  p.  92,  'Sw! 
{%7)Ifajabxx.  4,  5-  (88)  Nabumiil  8.  10.        (89)  Uid.        (90)  U/h. 

t)'H^:m  .141.  ^^^>^rid.con..a,iA.parrup.^J,iU.. 
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Jljc  pgrticulvty  toojc,  by  his  8er\eraJ  fartpi^  t)3€  city  pf 

YjOLT  of  ^'"'^  ^^  ^""^^  ^^^"*  '*^**  f^cceflvf §  *'.  T^u^  di^  J^e  £^€^ 
the  '  flobd^*^^^*'^'''*®^  (J^)'  *"^  ^^^  ^^^'^  %l^?^  ijiieterrp^  i^ 

1680.  Jthe  jljfyrian  /i^mp  ^r  a^d  i>£^r.  A/Uf  ^  f  e^  pf  njfmy 
BeV.  ^r.  y:«ars,  glorious  efpecially  in  the  latter  part  of  it,  be  died  ; 

668.  ^nd  feemingly  left  a  qhar^^r  ^cjnnd  him  equal  to  the 
t/VV?  rank  he  had  while  living  j  whence,  and   for  other  rea- 


«  J[6iabjpc.|. 

yet  tjiorcugbly  fabdued  ^j^/-/<z 
and  PaUfthey  he  had  erred 
s^ainft  the  ruje$  of  comQion 
prudence  and  po4icy,  u^  at- 
tempting the  xedudioD  oiEgypf 
before  he  ^was  mafter  of  thofe 
cpimtrifs.  To  Efar-haddsn  a 
sioft  ^ourable  oppprtui^ity 
offered,  jafter  t^e  xeduidion  of 
Syria^  to  inv^djC  £iy?^/,  that 
kifi^4oi7i  hcing  then  divided 
into  twelve  principalities.  Of 
this  divifion  E/ar-baddon,  in  all 
likelihood,  took  advantage  or 
of  the  diflarbances  attending 
it,  and  made  himfelf  mafte^  of 
Egypt,  Tartany  yvho  took 
AJhdody  was,  as  Prideaux  ob- 
ferves  (89),  one  of  Sinnaehe- 
rib'^s  generals  ;  but  we  cannot 
well  confioed  frop  thence,  that 
it  was  taken  in  his  tinoe,  iince 
Parian  might  have  ferved  in 
that  qualify,  both  under  Sen- 
nacbfriby  and  his  fon  Efar-bad- 
dany  according  to  us,  the  Sar^ 
gov  of  J/atah  (90). 

(L)  The  ej^tent  of  his  domi*- 
nions  at  this  time,  which  muft, 
one  wo^ld  think,  have  been 
more  than  that  of  any  of  his 
predeceiTors,  is  not  a  little  un- 
certain; though  ^irlfaacNfiw 
tony  in  a  manner^  ventures  to 


de£cribe  it,  10  ^b^ffix^^ :  *f  Df 

'<  Jfferbaddouy  tbe  JJfyrifM 
**  empire  feems  argriye^  9^  if§ 
"  greatnefe,iaeiiig  ^nitjcd  uwisjr 
f'  onemi)naixh^  iand  CQQt^mr 
*f  ing  Affyriay  J^ii>,  ApftlWr 
*^  miatisy  Sufianay  Chf^id^^» 
**  Me/$potanuay  CiUcifiy  fyrie, 
'f  Pbarmiday  Egyfty  Etffiffh. 
<^  and  part  of  Araiiay  jajqia 
«<  reaching  eaftward  {9^0  E^ 
*^  mms  and  PofAtofemy  |i  pro? 
'<  vince  of  (he  M$dt$ ;  f^  if 
«  atf/iixi&  and  Cbaborb§CofT 
"  f^//  and  IberUy  as  iome 
<^  think,  and  as  may  feen^  p^ o- 
*^  bable  from  the  circumcffipn 
<<  ufed  by  tbofe  nation^  ^1 
•f  thjB  days  of  Herodotus y  we 
^*  are  alfo  to  add  th^e  two  pro^ 
"  vinces,  ^ith  the  two  Arms- 
**  niasy  Pont^Sy  and  Q^tfa^' 
*^  day  as  for  ^s  the  river  ^- 
*f.  Jys ;  for  Hirodotus  tells  us, 
'f  that  the  people  of  Capftador- 
**  cifiy  as  far  as  to  that  rivtr^ 
*^  were  called  Syrioffs  by  the 
^^  Gr/#i(/(9i).'*  M/^AwasHQt 
at  this  time  fubjefl  to  the  J/- 
/yrtaus.  The  JMirii^  had  thrown 
off  the  yoke  in  his  Other's 
time,  and  were  never  afto*- 
wards  thoroughly  reduced^  as 


(89)  Prid,  ik. 


(^oyifaiah  JDf«  It  (^1}  Cbrotf,  ^'qnt»  kh^d. 
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^M{M%  'Wt  cawnbt  bt  iiKteced  tothfhk  he  can  *bc,  in  ^y 
'i«rpea/tfae  Bdr^mpalus  of  Cfj^j,  thterc  bfeiflg  no  like- 
mek  or  amJogy  '^t  all  tietWeen  the  itprcfen^afcions  of  thb 
<wo  men. 

He  w^  fecdndefl  by  Sao/Buchfrnts^  dr  Sa^fikt^hfUSy  iht  Saofda- 
^buehatUiiofir  of  JScripture,  a  Warfike  lind  i^iVe  j^ince,  chinos. 
pftKictthfrly  t^markaUe  fc^  ttJe  g^eat  Advantages  Ue^neJl 
6ver  the  Medes^  Who,  after  fubdutng  ftvenU  df  tSie  neigh-   Year  of 
bourin^  mtioA^,  Imd,  unddr  thfe  conduA  taT  ibeir  ftcond  the  flood 
king  Phraortesy  invaded  AJfyria.     NelmchhlMifor'xtS^  t     1680. 
powerful  arniy  to  oppofe  "them,   funtoonin^  tffc  Wholfe  Bef.  Chr. 
force  of  his  wide-fpreading  dominions,  and  invitinig  cMieir     668. 
natioris  of  Ae  feaft  te  his  affiftattce.    Thoiigh  ^oft  bf  ^he  V^VnJ 
ihrtjonfs  he  fuitimotied  recdved  his  efhbafTadoi's  with  'coh- 
teoipt  a  (R),  yet  he  took  rtie  field  in  the  iaA  year  oF 

his 
»  Jadith  i.  5,  &  feq. 


we  !hall  tti'aVe  afpeat  in  Ae 
hiIteryofthati>eojiJe. 

KM)  ife  Sk  iKTed  the  great 
itnd  ittfbJe  Aftal^per  (92).  It 
is  xrtpoiEWp  he  Ihould  hi<^e 
been  reprefented  as  a  Klothfiii 
and  efFeminate  prihefe,  Whofe 
life  feems  to  h^vb  b^efi  a  liJFe  of 
flie  moft  un^eirlfed  aftioto.  JEl'e 
may,  it  is  poffihli?,  h^ve  been 
kkiown  to  the  antient  "Gneks 
by  tht  tianie  of  ZaYia^bpalus^ 
or  ^ff<a^'h'adi(At'Pul  (93J ;  bat ' 
ihbn  he  maft  have  been  t^t 
great  one  who  is  callbd  a  w^)'- 
Hor(^} ;  and  is  (did  to  hiyt 
hxiWt^ikyflis  ahd  Anchidh  in 
oite  day^  And  to  have  died 
peMecibiyitibisb6d(95).  H6 
ittay  have  b^^ti  diie  of  the 
princes  called  ^titUWApalm  \ 
ffxt  there  were  vfUXi  bf  the  f^iiie 
tertJ^  VfeJ-y  dlJftfeht  fram  6n<B 
ittltfther,  as  We  IfaVe  noted  ih 
the  flory  of  xht  SardOHaPatAs 
of  profime  authors,  in  the  fe- 


Aion  befdrfc  this.    The  (kMet 
we  ihay  difcbVer  hiAe^fH*. 

(R)  HerttddtustXin^tms^h 
v^ry  ^laittly,  trflihg  US,  Aat 
the  j^ridns^  Thbfe  I  mean, 
fays  he  196),  who  liVed  ^t  iW- 
«^«i;i?j&,  who  ha*ifdrMiriyWee»l 
the  chief  of  all,  bttt  WeVe  h'oW 
deferted  by  their  friends  ol-  Vat- 
fals,  though 'neverthelefs  in  4. 
gbbd  ftate  to  dtfend  them- 
felves ;  igaihft  th^fe,  fdys  hfe, 
did  Thraort^i  thb  mde  ^ake 
wah  This  PMoriei  is  ihe  >r. 
/^^AT^^^We,  a^  ^  ihall  haVe 
ocb^fiati  to  bbferVe  iti  thh  hi- 
ftbry  of  the  itff^/'^h  It  appears, 
^hen,  ihat  NebuctfaHonoror  had 
led  a  t}Uiet  ^hd  peaceable  lilb, 
till  the  i^thydar  of  his  reign. 
Wh^,  pet-cfeiVing  fclthfelf  arid 
his  kingdom  in  danger  from  the 
vieloribU§  ahd  MAxm^^Medes^ 
he  take^  the  alarin,  and  invited 
dll  i\it  tiit\oni  bt  the  eail  td 
his  ^Mance.    iit  t^o  hUtorit 


(0)  Eitra  iv.  10.  f^^J  See  before,  p.  30^.  f^4>J  See 

^h  '<  '**  ^'^^j  f  •  306,  307.        (^^)  iBhl,*p.  301 .        (96)  L.  i.  *.  102, 
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his  reign  (S)  with  what  forces  he  had  ;  and,  joining  battle 
with  Phraortes  in  the  great  plain  of  Ragau^   defeated  his 
cavalry,  overturned  his  chariots,  and,  purfuing  the  king  to 
the  adjacent  mountains,  ^hither  he  had  made  his  retreat, 
took  him,  and  put  him  to  death.     After  this  vi<5lory,   he 
entered  Media,,  took  many  ftrong- holds,  and,  pufhing  on 
his  conquefis,  ftormed  the  famous  city  of  Ecbatan^  and 
levelled  it  with  the  ground.     Flufhed  beyond  meafure  by 
this  perhaps  more  than  expeded  fuccefs,  he  returned  to 
I^inevehy   where  he  fcafted  and  revelled  with  thofe  who 
had  attended  him  in  this  expedition,  for  the  fpace  of  120 
days*'(T). 

And,  now  rcfuming  his  martial  fpirit,  he  talks  of  no- 
thing lefs  than  being  avenged  on  the  whole  earth ;  and, 
choofing  Holof ernes  for  the  inftrument  of  his  vengeance. 


^  Judith  i.  5,  &  feq. 


cal  pieces  can,  fo  far  as  they 
are  concerned  together,  more 
iUuftnite  each  other  than  He- 
rodotus, and  this  book  of  y«- 
dith.  And  here,  by  the  way, 
we  may,  in  this  diftrefs  of  Ne- 
huchadonofor,  perceive  feme 
likenefs  of  the  cafe  of  Sardana- 
faluSf  who,  when  he  was  be- 
iieged  in  Nine'veh,  is  faid  to 
have  fent  out  to  all  the  na- 
tions  to  come  to  his  fuccour  ; 
though  thereupon  we  have 
noted,  ihzt,  in  his  cafe,  it  muft 
have  been  quite  impradicable, 
if  not  impoifible,  for  him  to  do 
it  (9].  He  (hould  have  done 
it  before  he  was  blocked  up  in 
his  city.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
mud  be  the  ftoryjvhichis  there 
told  by  the  romantic  hiftorian 
Ctejtaj, 

(S)  Thus  we  read  in  the 
Latin  tranflatioA  of  the  book 
of  Judith  done  by  Jerom  from 
the  Cbaldee,  at  the  requeft  of 


Paula  and  Euftocbium,  But  the 
author  of  the  Greek  verfion, 
after  telling  us,  that  Nehucba- 
donofor  waged  war  with  Arfba- 
xad,  or  Pbraortes,  in  the  great 
plain  of  Ragat4,  in  the  12th 
year  of  his  reign  (i),  contra* 
dids  himfelf  in  the  fame  chap- 
ter, faying,  that  this  war  was 
waged,  the  viftory  obtained, 
and  the  king  of  the  Medes 
killed  by  Nehucbadonofir,  in  the 
17th  year  of  his  reign  (2). 
The  fame  miilake  is  to  be 
found  in  our  veriion. 

(T)  This  fuccefsful  war  of 
Sao/ducbinusy  or  Nebuctadono* 
for,  agalnft  the  Medes,  is  ex- 
aftly  almoft  what  Ctejias 
writes  of  Sardanapahs  (3) ;  it 
is  the  fame  flory  mo9t  carele/Iy 
told  ,*  and  this  feail  is  certain- 
ly the  fame  Sardanapalm  is  (aid 
to  have  given  his  vidorious 
army  (4). 


{9)  See  before,  f,  304,  30 C.  (l)  Judith  u  X.  (2)  Ilni» 

vtr,  13,  14, 15,  (i)'See  before,  f.  303.  (4)  Jbil  p,  304. 
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ds  be  was  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  troops,  he  orders 
him  to  go  forth  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  to  put 
all  to  the  fword  who  fhould  oppofe  him,  and  referve  fuch 
as  fubmitted  to  be  punifhed  by  himfelf  <^,  As  to  the  cru- 
elty with  which  thefe  orders  were-  executed  ;  the  dread 
and  terror  that  mercifcfi'gencral  ftruck  into  the  countries 
through  which  he  marched  ;  the  courageous  refolution 
taken  by  the  Jews  to  withftand  the  mighty  conqueror  5 
the  great  ftreights  to  which  the  city  of  Bethulia^  and  the 
whole  nation,  were  reduced;  their  miraculous  deliverance ; 
and,  laftly,  the  flaughteV  of  the  Jiffyrtan  army  ;  the  reader 
v^ill  find  a  diftind  and  minute  account  of  thefe  particulars 
in  the  book  of  Judith y  to  which  we  refer  him  d. 

Saosduchinus  was  fucceeded  by  Chynalydan^  or  Sa-     Yearbf 
rac  (Z),  as  Polyhiftor  calls  him.     In  his  reign  the  Medes^  the   flood 
having  CynareSy  the  fon  of  Phraortes^  at  their  head,  a  young      1700. 
and  warlike  prince,  not  only  recovered  what  the  Affyriam  Bcf.  Chr. 
had  taken  from  them  after  their  vidlory  in  the  plains  of      ^^* 
Ragauy  but  utterly  defeated  them  in  a  pitched  battle,  and  ^*^V^«/ 
obliged  them  to  (belter  themfelves  behind  the  walls  of 
Nineveh  their  metropolis,  to  which  they  laid  clofe  fiege. 
But  they  were  foon  obliged,  by  the  irruption  of  the  5^- 
tbiansy  to  abandon  the  enterprize,  and  employ  their  arm^ 
in  the  defence  of  their  own  country  *. 

In  the  mean  time  Nabopalajfdry  a  Babylonian^  whom 
Cbynaladan  had  entrufted  With  the  command  of  his  troops 
in  Chaldaa^  taking  advantage  of  the  low  ebb,  to  which 
the  Ajfyrian  power  was  reduced,  revolted  from  him,  and 

«  Judith  ii.  I — 13.  **  Ibid,  i.— -XV,  «  Herod. 

l.i.  c.  104.  Lii.  c.  I.  &  l.vii.  c.  20. 

(Z)   This  name  may  have  Suidas[\%)^  diflinguifhed,  the 

been  contraded  from  Sarche-  one  as  a  warrior,  the  other  as 

do9^    as  Sarchidon  was   from  an  eiFeminate  man  (19).    The 

AfferhadM^  Afferbadonfuly  or  great  Afferhddon  (20)  was  the 

Zardanapalus  \^\t).     Here  we  former;  and  this  king,  who, 

feemingly  fee,  then,  whence  we  according  to  our  fuppoiitipn, 

are  to  derive  the  two  Sarda-  muft  have  been  the  fecond  of 

n^falui's   in   profane  authors  the  name,  was  the  latter. 
(17),  and  particularly  thoie  in  ^     , 

'  (16)  Sir  If,  Newt,  ebron,  of  ant*  kingd,  amend,  p,  293.  (17)  See 

hefirtf  in  the  notet,  ^.300.         (i%)  jQ  vocem  l^apiavdrAhog*  ( 1 9)  See 

ijtfirf,  in  tke  notes,  ibid,  (ao)  Su  before,  p,  313. 
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Chynala-  Celxed  on  the  kingdom  of  Bubflon  for  kmidf  K  OiymtAt* 
dan  hurnt  dan^  terrified  ^t  the  ne<v«  of  ttbifi  revolt,  and  ^readcog  tfl^ 
^// /a/dc/ calamixies  veftdf  to  be£J  ImoIj  £et  ftre  ^o  ius  paboe,  IbIi4 
«/ir^  ^iV»-   iKa$  xooiWned  with  ail  bis  fwoatth  in  tbe •fluaes  «  ( A)«  'aThe 


^  {teYH»T.  A^jSynori.diriNi.^.  tio.^titiGrSec.£(r{eb. 
SaL  p.  3>8«  99.  <"  U.  ibid. 


^A)  He  dreaded  pcrfaafts  tiic 
fuTf  of  fiich  itttfjUcahlle  ene- 
xnie$  as  thefe  may  jiave  been, 
and  pardcalarly  of  Cyaxans^ 
tbefon  oi Pbraortes  (%^)t  who 
was  determined  to  avenge  his 
father^  death,  who  muft  have 
bfeen  tbe  fame  with  tlxe  u/ir^^^- 
AMTdf  of  the  Ap9ajphu  (36);  «r 
perhaps  the  eaecds  of  his  ptide 
WHS  fsdiy  thftt  he  could  not 
bear  the  thoughts  of  captivity, 
or  a  priviace  life,  bat  choie  rft» 
ther  to  «ndergo  the  moft  cmei 
of  deaths,  evett  barmng  htmreif. 
It  is  obferved  (n)  to  be  very 
e^Aordinary,  that  fo  many 
have  yoiumarily  undergone 
this  moil  exquifite  torment, 
when  they  had  it  in  their  choice 
to  put  an  end  to  life  fo  many 
other  ways.  In  the  -cafe  of 
thofe  who  have  burnt  them- 
felves  merely  to  put  an  end  lo 
their  days,  without  any  fort  of 
cosilraine,  after  the  maimer  of 
the  Indians f  religion  or  fuper^ 
fUti^n  may  be  urged  in  their 
behalf,  than  which  nothing  hfts 
a  more  powerful  eflle^  upon  the 
minds  and  tempers  of  men. 
But,  in  the  cafe  of  SardtmapaUu 
and  others»who  may  have  dread- 
ed a  fevere  conftraint  of  per- 
fon,  or  a  lofs  of  life  by  the  hand 
of  a  renforfelefs  enemy  ;  it  ia 


no  &di  geeat  wonder,  thait  ^itcy 
Ihottld  tiOcc  the  moil  eflbaoal 
waj  todeftioy  both  themifelwi 
and  what  belonged  to  them^ 
that  the  eo^emy  might  not 
quench  the  thirft  of  his  rs^e 
with  their  blood,  or  emith  him- 
felf  ^ith  their  fpoiU.  The 
motive  to  this,  in  tiiofe  that 
hSive  fdtmd  it,  miay  be  Scri- 
bed to  the  higheft  fert  dip  Kt- 
vebg^;  it  beii^  the  t>n!y  tat- 
thod  they  •eould  tak^  to  difap- 
potot  the  ebemy>  tuxf  make  him 
a  fttflfeier  vven  by  iheii'  iStt" 
iXraaioB. 

Wt  have  made  it  our  buii- 
noTs,  ii^  feveral  preceding  notes, 
to  (hew,  that  there  ^t  two 
Sard^mafalus's  in  prolane  wri- 
ters ;  and  that  thefe  tWo  can 
have  been  no  other  than  the 
great  AJftrhaiM  king  Of  Ajfy- 
^A  {3IS),  who  hiay  have  iStt 
the  fecond  of  the  name,  as  the 
Qontfadioii  of  the  prtfiiikt, 
which  it  ail  we  httveof  it,feeitt» 
to  imply.  The  prbfaMe  tfC^ 
counts,  as  we  have  fiwu^  re- 
prefenc  the  one  to  hAve  b^  a 
great  magniiioent  prlnee,  Md 
to  hare  buiit  even  two  tifits  iii 
one  day,  as  7affus  Axk^  jkehh* 
ale,  and  to  hive  dtid  ^titenbl^ 
and  quietly  in  his  bed  (39)  ; 
the  other  a  fluggard,  who  pe- 


^     {"is)  Herod,  /.]•/.  102. 
in  not,  ad  Atben.  /.  xii.  c.  7. 
(39)  Atben^  dti^noj,  /.  :pi.  ^.,  529, 


(38)  Ste  before ^  in  the  notes ^  f,  325. 
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yr}a^  empire   fubfifted    fev^ral    years   after    his  de?i,th    Year  of 
but,  as  tp  Ijiis  (yccoflTors,,  we  are  left  .quite  in   the  the    flood 
ci^r^.     All  we  jknow  for  <;crjtaii\,  is^  ,ijbat  .it  ^^as  in  ^he  eifd     1722. 
avcfturnod  by  the  Meies  aij^d  Balyjonians.     Thus /ell  i^e  ^^'  Ghr. 

6215. 


xjft^  19  ffee  ^9i^ii^  itM«n- 
/iiined  Ws  i«laic^,  bi^  iieryants, 
gnd  m?  txe^ifure^i  i(2jq).  T1^ 
fpr^er  Jthe«i  w,uft  feaye  Jbtec^n 
the  gr^t  Mfrhadgn^  or  S^r- 
^danfut^  of  Scripture,  and  the 
latter  muift  have  heen  this  ob- 
fcure  prmc^  Sarac,  ^archedm, 
or  Sdribft'pul. 

(B)  Jofophus  was  of  this  opi- 
nion (i),  and  llkcwife  St.  Je^ 
rem  (2)  ;  and  it  is  intircly 
agreeable  to  the  computatipo 
of  the  beft  chronolog«f6,  thofe 
efpedally  whom  we  have  fol- 
lowed. For,  according  ito 
theniy  Chynaladafif  or  Sarac^ 
came  to  the  crown  ofjiffyria  in 


/^iflfi  empire  o«eri(arn^(^  -till 
j^ie  ^cftbians^  wh9  Md  .bcokcui 
Wl;p  Jfia,  were  drjveii  outj  {a»d 
fhieij  .^rfftgn  h?yp,en.cd  zo 
y,ears  after  the  dcatJti  qfCifjn^- 
/aJan,  tb;>t  is,  in  thiB  year  pf 
the  world  339^^  of  (he  fioQ(A 
1742,  before  Christ  606.  tn 
that  very  year  a  war  broke 
out  between  the  Me/fes  and  Ly- 
dians,  which  lafted  five  years 
(5).  During  that  time  the 
A/^^-f;  were  not  in  a  condition 
<to  renew  their  attempts  againfl 
the  j^yrian  empire,  which 
h^  ^een  incerriijdtcd  by  the 
fudden  invafion  of  the  Scythi- 
ans i  and  the  revolted  Babylo- 


the  year  of  the  world  3356,  of   mans    had  not   yet    fuffident 
the  flood  700,  befprp  Christ     ftreogtb  to  r^dupe  that  power 


6481  andrdgncdjUccordingto 
folyhifioTy  22  years;  fp  th^l 
he  muft  have  died  in  the  year 
of  the  world  337B^»  of  the  flood 
1722,  before  Christ  (52.6. 
Mow  that  the  kingdom  of  y^ 
fyria  fub&fted  many  years  after 
his  death,  is  m^nifeft  both  from 
Scripture,  and  profane  hiflory. 
FrpfiEi  Scrift^re  we  learn,  that, 
when  Jofiab  was  killed  by  Pha- 
r^gh'Nt€h9  kipg  of  Egypt, 
th^p  was  ftill  ^  king  of  4/ 
/yr$a(^);  aad  his  death  hap- 
pened 16  years  after  that  of 
CbynaMan.  Anjong  thepro- 
fejie  hiftorian?,  ^erQd9t^s  \^\s 
us  (4),  that  Nineveh  was  not 
taken,  nor,  of  courfe,  the-^ 


by  themlelves  But  no  fooner 
w^s^  peace  concluded  between 
the  two  nations  at  war,  than 
the  Mede  and  Bahy/m^tty  that 
is,  Cyaxares  and  Neffuchadn^s- 
zar,  his  father  Nahopal^jfar 
being  then  dead,  entering  intp 
an  alliance,  marched  with  their 
combined  fortes  againft  Nine* 
web,  and,  in  the  end,  made 
themfelves  mailers  both  of  that 
metrofx^  and  empire  (6). 
Aiid  thus  have  we  f<?ttled  the 
time  of  this  great  ev^nt,  which, 
according  to  this  qomputatioQ. 
bappf ucd  in  the  year  of  the 
world  3403,  of  the  flood  1747, 
before  Christ  6bi. 


Ur>)  See  ^fore,  p.  306.  (i)  Jcfepb.  fifitit^,  /.Jx.  cii.Q  lx».  (,  6, 

[1)  fSer.prafat,  m  ^mam*  (3)  2  Ksngi  xjjiii.  29.             (4)  Herodot. 

LI  r.  10^.            (5)  Jd,  ikid*  c*  73,  74.            (6)  Jd,  /.  i.  c.  106.  &  TUit 
c,  ult,  ver,  idt* 

empire 
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empire  of  Affyrioy  or  in  fomc  fuch  manner,  purfu^nt  td 
what  had   been  foretold  by  the  prophets  •",  who  can  be 
underftood  of  no  other  than  the  monarchy  founded'  by 
Puly  who  firft  began  to  affiiit  Ifrael  and  Judah^ .  and  the 
neighbouring  nations ;  and  whofe  fucceffors  Were  the  firft 
that  attempted  to  extinguifli  the  great  nations  on  this  fide 
of  the  Euphrates^  but  were  jin  the  end  cxtipguifhed  them- 
fclves ;  fo  that  AJJyria  being  expunged  from  the  book  of 
nations,  and  her  records  long  fince  no  more,  felfhood  has 
been  invented  and  propagated  to  preferve  her  the  honour 
which  truth  could  not  pay  her.      Concerning  her  we 
(hould  have  had  next  to  nothing  of  genuine  to  relate,   but 
for  the  plahi  afSftance  of  Scripture,  and  the  moft  incftima- 
ble  concurrence  of  PtoUmyh  ajironomical  canon. 


CHAP,    IX. 
The  Hijiory  of  the  Babylonians. 

S  E  C  T.    L 

the  Defer iption  of  the  Country  (?/  Ba^bylon,  or 
Chald/ea. 


Nameu 


TT  HIS  country  was  known,  in  the  moft  antient  times, 
•^  by  the  names  of  Shinar^  Shinaar^  6fr.  The  name 
of  Shinar  it  feems  to  have  retained  even  in  Daniel's  time  a. 
As  for  the  name  of  Babylon^  it  is  univcrfally  fuppofed  to 
have  been  borrowed  from  that  of  the  tower  of  Babel^ 
and  the  name  of  Chaldaa  from  the  Chaldaans^  or  Chaf^ 
dim  b. 
nDiviJum,  These  two  names  fometimcs  extend  to  the  whole 
country,  being  indiflFerently  taken  for  each  other,  and 
fometimcs  are  limited  to  certain  parts  j  by  Babylon^  or 
Babylonia^  being  meant  the  country  more  immediately  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  of  Babylon  ;  and  by  6haU 
d^a^  that  which  extends  fouthward  to  the  Perfsan  gulph. 
Chaldaa  is  ufed  by  the  facred  writers  for  the  whole  country  «^  j 

"»  Sec  Ifa.  X.  5 — 20.  xiv.  25.  xxx.  32.   xxxi.  R,  9.     Fzek. 
xxxi.  3.  17.     Nahum  iii.  18,19.  »  Dan.i.  2.  Seevol.i. 

p.  323.  \    ^  Jofeph.  antiq.  I.  i:  c.  7.     See  vol.  i.  p.  368. 

*  Jerem.  xxiv.  5.  xxv.  12. 1.  8,&c.    Ezek.  xii.  13. 

and 
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and  Babylonia^  generally  fpeaking,  by  the  profane  •*.    It 

lies  between  30  and  35  degrees  of  north  latitude  5  and 

"was  bounded,  according  to  Ptokmy  •,  on  the  north  by 

Mefapotamia^  t)n  the  eaft  by  the  TtgrU^  on  the  weft  by 

Arabia  Deferta^  and  oathc  fouth  by  the  Perftan  gulph, 

and  part  of  Arabia  Felix.  In  Babylonia^  properly  fo  called,  Citin  •f 

or  a$  a  diftinfl  province  from  Chaldaa^  were  the  following  »9teinBi' 

cities  :  Babylon^  the  metropolis  of  that  kingdom,  which  ^y^onia. 

we  {hall  defcribe   in   the  reign  of  Nebuchadnezzar^    to 

whoon,  in  great  meafure,  it  owed  its  grandeur  ;  Fologejia 

or  Vologefocerta^  built  on  the  Euphrates^  by  Vohgefis  king 

of  the  Parthians  in  the  time  of  Vefpaftan  *" ;  Barfita  «, 

probably  Strabo'9  Borjippa  ^,  facred  t6  Diana  and  Apollo^ 

famous  in  Strabs's  time  for  a  woolen  manufacture,  and 

the  fear  of  a  certain  (cSt  of  ChaldaanSj  thence  called  Bo^ 

rifippeni  ^  5  Idiccara  on  the  Euphrates^  and  the  borders  of 

Arabia  Deferta  \  Cache  in  the  ifland  of  Mefene^  formed  by 

the  Tigris ;  Sura^  and  Pombedithay  of  which  the  fituation 

is  very  uncertain. 

In  Chaldaa  Ptolemy  places  the  following  cities  ;  Spunda^ 
Batrachartaj  Shalathaj  Altha^  and  Tendon^  all  on  the 
Tigris,  In  the  inland  country  were,  according  to  the 
fame  geographer,  Chuducoy  Chumanay  Bethana^  Orchoe^, 
Biramboy  and  feveral  others,  equally  unknown.  Some 
wiirhave  Orchoe  to  be  the  Vr  of  the  Chaldaans^  where 
Abraham  was  born;  but  others,  perhaps  upon  better 
grounds,  fuppofe  the  l/r  mentioned  by  Ammianus  Marcel- 
linus  k,  and  placed  by  him  between  the  Tigris  and  the 
city  of  Nifibisy  to  have  been  the  birth-place  of  that  patri- 
arch ^  'Tis  true,  that  the  Vr  mentioned  by  Ammianus 
flood  in  Mefop9tamia  ;  but,  that  part  of  Mefopotamia^ 
namely,  that  which  lay  on  the  Tigris^  was  antiently  com- 
prifed  under  the  name  of  Chaldaa^  appears  plain,  not  only 
from  profane  writers,  but  from  Scripture  ^. 

In  antient  times  the  Babylonian  name,  extending  far  be* 
yond  the^Iimits  both  of  Babylonia  and  Chaldaa^  comprifed 
all,  or  the  greater  part,  of  the  provinces  fubjeft  to  the 

•^Dioo.  1.  ii.c.  II,  12.  Strabo,  l.xvi.  fubinit.  Coliw. 
1.  V.  c.  1 2.  «  PTOL.  1,  V.  cap.  ttlt.  ^  Idem  ibid. 

Pun.  1.  V.  c.  26.    Ammian.  l.xxiii.c.  20.  %  Ptol. 

ibid.  *»  Strab.  1.  xvi,  p.  509,  *  Idem  ibid. 

^  Ammian.  1.  xxv.  c.  26.  ^  Vid.  Bocuart.  1.  ii.  pha* 

kg.  c.  10.  k  Grotivm  in  Genef.  ii.  31.  "^  Sec  Aa% 

rk.  2. 4. 

Baby^ 
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^ahyUman  empire  (L).     But'  a^  ^'  haYe  already  rfetcrifed 
Cmur  of  thofc  countries,  -ind*  (&aU  fp^ak  of  the  otliers 

k 


(L)  The  limits  of  the  Ba^ 
hlonian  empire  were  much  tlie 
nme  witli  thofe  of  tfie  JJfy- 
rian  ^mpire,   aftei-  the  rfcvoft 
of  tYLtlmdes ;   awd^  hence  tHc 
Babyhnian'  name'  was  dmoft* 
^  Widdy  extended  aa  tYitJ^ 
rfarr%  awd^indeed  they  a^e  fit- 
^oently  aM  tbe  one  for  tte 
^har,,  tlvoxtgh  this  latcet*  feems 
the  mwilgenerally  to  have  h\kd' 
the  afettidaA^and  pre-emineD(^»^ 
m  bemgk  prior^  and,  ay  if  werb, 
fuperio^tO'the  former.     **  Bi- 
«*  rofui  faith.   That  Nehuchad- 
«*  nezsutr   held  Egypt,    Syria, 
•*  Bhi^ntcia^  and  Arahyi  i  and 
*'  ^/r^?^   adds  ^r^^Az    to    the 
•*  territories  of  Bahyhn ;  and, 
•*  faying  that  Bahyion'  wai  art- 
*«  tiemly  the  metropolis  of^ 
**  fyri^a^  htrthns'defcrtbcs  th^ 
•''limits  o?t^e  4ffyrian  em- 
"  pird^  for»mt>re'  property  the 
«*•  B^yAmiMT]  :      Ciiiignoui^ 
«  iaith  he  [A  xvL],  /o  Perfia 
<«  «m/ S«Aana  /zr#  //&^A%ri- 
«  9X»i  ftr  fQthey\calUd'^2hy^ 
**  lenia)  aW  /^#  greate^  fart 
*«  ^  /-6tf  rezfon  abotit  it  ;  /ar/ 
•*  of 'which  is  Attwia,  nvherein 
«*  N-imts    [ar  Nineveh],    ^«i- 
«*  Apolldniatis    and  the  Ely- 
*'  mean.s    and  the  Paraetacae, 
**  and  Chalomtis  iy  the  monn- 
•*  tain  Zagrus,    and  the  fields 
«*  jrriiffNinU9^*^fMi^I>0tomeBe/. 
«*  iM/'Chalathene,  ^^mT.  Clra^< 
*<  aDOte,  tfW Adiabem;  andthw- 
«*  *  «eir/9xr9  f/  Mcfopotamiar  ;i«7^ 
"  th9  Gordy89Mii;^^2^/Ar  My. 


**  Zeugma  «;>tf«  Euphrates, 
*''  and  a  large  region  on  this  fide 
"  the  ftuphritcs,  iniahited  hj 
"  tti^  Araliiaris  dhi  Syuriahs, 
^^  ftopefiy  fi  tatted^  aT  faf  as 
*«  Cilida,  and  PKoeriidS,  /n^ 
"  Idbya^  e^d'  thefea  ^EgyplJ 
"^  ^^irf'/iifSiJto^Iffifcui."  And 
t  little  aSfter,  d«^bing  ck 
exstent  of  the  SaBfiofrioH^  jt- 
^fif  he  '<  botmds  it  oa  the 
<'  liorth  ^Mftth  the  Armsniam 
*'  >  attd  M»2&j»  unta  the  aioim- 
^<  tain  Z^^rMi ;  on  the  well 
*'  fxde,  with  ^«/4j,  and  Efy- 
**  iMT^fV,  andr  Paratacene,  in- 
''  clufively ;  on  the  foath  witli 
**  thc/*>r/f^/rg^IpH,and'Ci&tf/- 
*'  ^/^/z  ;  and,  on  the'werf,  wi6i 
*'  the  Arabes  Scenif4ie,  as  fki'as 
"  AHiabenezti&'Oordy^aJ*'^  Af- 
terwards, fpeakihg  of  SufiaiieL 
and  Sittacene^z  regtonf  ben^^een 
Batyhn  and  Si«/2?,  and  tXPa- 
rataeeHt  and  Gqlf&a,  and  fi^u 
Mo/V,  and  of  the  Seigapeni  and 
Silocemy  two  Ucde  adjoining 
proviaoc&>  he  cehdudes  [/f^ 
xvi»  ^.  745.3,.  **  Andtbtfe-art 
"  /Af  nations  which  inbahit 
**  Babylonia /«/?w^7n/.-  /•  /^fer 
**  north  are  Media  and  Arme- 
*'  nia,  *  excluiively  ;  and  iveft- 
**  fwardare  Adiabet^e  ^f«y  Me- 
*'  fopotariiia,  inckfiviei!/ :  the 
**  greateft  part  of  Adiabene  // 
••  plakt^th^famtil^ingptt^rof 
•<  Ba<>yioni^:  in  f^me  pltrnts  it 
"  hsrthfs  on  KttsieDxan.^foP'tblf 
*^  MU«s;  .Athenians,  and  Bat' 
**  looiafts,  tbarrtd^  ff9fmmlf 
**  <»#'  m  atmtbek'\66ir     Wd 


(60)  5;r  ijf.  iVnof.  (/>roff.  #/a»f.  i(f/i^^.  amend,  p.  324*  3^5* 
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ifh  m^  pr^ppier.  pUcpa^  w«  have  confifi«4  eiurfdii^s.  hei!e  to' 

^^itiijjllma  andi  Chalik^a^,  psoperly  fo  called; 

liH^^nniry  enjoys  an  air  vary,  temperate  and  yAiolr  Ciimati 

ijiHi^;  for  thf»  ni^ft  part,,  tbough  at  oertain  fdafons  oi  ^t.ond  firti* 

y^ar^nO'aif'Gdn  biS;  poffibdy  niorys^  dangerous.     The  heats V^(X* 

arfS:  fo-  ejctraordiliary  hare,  that;  tha  richer.  forJx  were  ufed. 

tP.fle^'in  tubs,  and  cifterm  of  water i";,  nor  could  they. 

bear;  tp>  live  without  this  pernicious  pm£tiee„  which  ftilf 

<|onf iou€p9.  s^  is  Widl  knowa  to  all^  who  have  travelledi 

ijHo^  tbofe  pai'te :  at  Qertaim  feafons  this  country  is  e^q^fod 

tp,  a  pQAilential:  wjnd^  much  talked  of  by  modern'  tra-    • 

MciJeiTs.    It^fel^omor  never  rdns  here  for  certain  months. 

0/1  the-y/sai; ;  fothat  the  inhabitanta  in  the  nortfaermoil. 

i^i^i  and  generally,  alhove 

troMbfe  in  watering  their  \\ 

w|)«ch  th^  make  uft  of  fc 

m^ou$,  efpeclally  along  tl 

fometimes  to  hurt  the  naA 

df ou^t.  continuei»  common 

xvay^   it  has  been^ometimea 

here,  for  two  years  and. an  h\ 

ant*: reckon,  that,  \f  it  doci 

x\^  yesLr^  it  is  enough  for  their  purpofo  ' ;  this  Is  remarked^ 
hsf^rUrsdotus  \  who  fay«^  that  xii  the  land.of  the  AJfyrians. 
iafeldom  rained;  ajidthat^  though  the  country  was  quite: 
like^  Egypt i  its  fertility^  Was  not  cauJed  by  the  inundationa 
oft  the  river,  as  inithat  country, ;but(by  the.  painful  labour 
of  'the::  inhabitants^  wjio  eitb^  adually   watered  it  by, 
h^d^  or  dug  trenches^  and  oth^r  conveyances  of  that 
kind^  for  its  refrelhment  and  fecundalion;  though,  how- 
ever, the  fame' fort  of  labour  js^^n^eiTary  even  in  Egypt  "• 
The  ibil  being  ri<!hi  the  climate  in  general  excellent,  and 
the-  induftry  o£  the  inhabitants  whiat  itiought  to  be,   this 
country  for  fertility  ufed  to  vi6  with  any  other  fpot  on 
the-  face  of  the  eajcth.     We  have*  feen  it  compared  to 
Egypti  as  above  s  and  the  fouthermoft  parts  of  it  between 

F  Plut.  fympef.  l.iii»p,  640.  «  SseLaoN.  Rav*- 

woLP*s  travels  into  theeafiern  countiyi  partiL  c.6.  p.  160. 
'  Vid>  PvacH.  pilgr.  vol.i..c.  I2.  pi  62.        <  Rai^woLF.iihi . 
%*  P*  152^  ^  L4U€.:i9|.   Vid.  AStrab.  L  xv.  p^  692. 

"  See  vol.  L  p.  416. 

\itm:^4i^ria.ZMiABal^knm    en^ix^  biitas  thtfamecouBv 
inoft.  remarkaUjTt  confoundedM  tqr> 
tcg^dier^  nptoiriy;aft<lie*ftnie 
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the  rivers  may  be  particularly  compared  with  the  Delta  of 
that  country,  it  being,  like  thar,  made  up  of  endJefs 
iflapds,  feme  formed  by  nature,  and  fome  by  art ;  and  isy 
befides,  almoft  under  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude :  nor  is 
the  other  part  of  it,  Chaldaa  properly  fo  called,  between 
the  Euphrates  and  the  mountains  of  Babylon^  as  they  are 
commonly  termed,  much  lefs  watered  by  rivers  and  canals 
conduced  from  thie  Euphrates^  and  large  refervoirs  or 
lakes  borrowed  from  the  fame  river.  And  hence  it  is  that 
Herodotus  *  compares  this  country  with  Egypt ;  and  hence, 
together  with  the  excellence  of  its  foil,  it  was  fo  fruitful, 
that  the  fame  author  ^  thinks,  that  what  he  could  fay  on 
that  fubjeft  would  appear  incredible  to  fuch  as  had  not, 
like  himfelf,  been  eye-witneffes  of  its  fertility.  He  adds, 
that,  for  the  plenty  of  its  produflions,  it  was  reckoned  to 
be  a  third  part  of  y^ici,*  that  is,  of  the  Perftan  empire  ;  and 
that,  in  the  fame  year,  it  yielded  three  hundredfold,  but 
.  two  hundred  nu)ft  commonly. 
Product'  Biding  a. couatiy  well  watered,  for  the  rooft  part  low 
ms.  and  flat,  it  may  have  abounded  with  willows :  whence  it 

came  to  be  called  The  valley  of  willows,  as  Prideaux « 
would,  after  Bocharty  mend  the  text  ^.  Th^  palm  alfo 
flourrfhed  naturally  all  over  this  land,  and  chiefly  that  of 
the  date- kifid,  as  we  underftand  our  author  ^,  which  af-  " 
forded  them,  as  he  exprefles  himfelf  ^,  meat,  wine,  and 
honey,  though  the  vine,  the  olive,  and  the  %  tree,  were 
what  this  otherwife  happy  country  could  not  boafl  of ', 
no  more  than  her  fifter  Egypt.  But,  for  grain,  it  exceeded 
every  other  land  ;  the  millet  and  the  fefame  ihot  up  here 
to  the  fize  of  trees,  and  the  leaves  of  the  barley  and  wheat 
were  ufually  four  good  fingers  broad  °.  The  fefame  af- 
forded them  oil,  inftead  of  the  olive  ;  and  the  palm  wine, 
inflead  of  the  grape  n.  In  (hort,  for  vegetable  produftions 
it  may  be  juftly  compared  with  Egypt  i  andno  dwell  on 
them  would  be  little  better  than  repeating  what  we  have 
already  faid  ^.       *  , 

Riwrs  All  this  fertility  muft  have  been  greatly  owing  to  the 

eanals  *      "vers  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  which  in  the  months  of  June^ 
July,  and  Auguji^  overflowing  their  hanks,  laid  the  coun-  . 
try  under  water ;  the  fnow  in  thofc  months  melting  in 
great  quantities  on  the  mountains  ^{Armenia.    But  thefe 

«  Herod,  l.i.  c.  193  ^  Ibid.  ^  Conneft.  of  the 

hift.  of  the  Old  and  New  Tell,  parti,  booki.  p.  i05,*8vo. 
*  Ifai.xv.7.         ^  Herod,  ubifup.   .         ^  Ibid.  *  Ibid, 

^  Ibid.  »  Idem  ibid.  «>  See  vol.  i.  p.  417,  &  fcq. 
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inundations  proving  vciy  detrimentaJ,  the  inhabitants 
guarded  againft  them  by  numbers  of  artificial  rivers  and 
canals,  whereby  the  waters  were  diftributed,  the  country 
in  general  benefited,  and  an  eafy  communication  efiedcd 
between  the  inhabitants.  As  to  thefe  canals,  the  antients 
are  not  only  confufed,  but  often  contradid  each  other, 
in  the  defcriptions  they  give  us  of  them.  We  (hall, 'how- 
ever, tranfcribe  here  what  we  have  been  able  to  gather 
from  the  moft  «xad  geographers  of  antiquity  concerning 
them.  The  Euphrates^  according  to  Ptolemy  J*,  above 
Babylon  near  a  town  in  Mefopoiamia  called  Sipphara^  di- 
vides itfelP  into  two  branches,  the  one  running  to  Baby* 
lon^  and  the  other  to  Seleucia^  where  it  falls  into  the  77- 
gris.  The  latter  was,  if  we  believe  PJinj  *i,  partly  at 
leaft,  artificial ;  for  he  places  Seleucia  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Tigris  arid  the  Euphratesy  ^ddiug^  that  the  Euphrates 
was  conveyed  to  it  by  a  canal.  But  a  modern  learned 
writer,  uj^n  his  authority,  fuppofes  that  branch  to  have 
been  wholly  artificial,  and  ranks  it  among  ^e  flupen^ious 
works  of  Nebuchadnezzar  T^.  Between  the  two  above- 
mentioned  branches,  an  artificial  chanel  was « cut  from 
•  the  Euphrates  above  Babylon  to  the  Tigris  at  Apamea^  60 
^miles  and  upwards,  below  Seleucia.  As  this  chatiel  was 
fo  large  as  to  be  navigable  by  great  veflels,  it  was  thenca, 
called,  in  the  Chaldaan  language,  Naarmalcha^  which  an- 
fwen  Ptolemy* s  Bajileios  Potamos,  or  Royal  River.  In- 
ftead  of  Naarmalchay  we  read,  in  IJidorus  Characenus  •, 
Narmacha  \  in  Zojimus  ^,  Ndrmalaches 'j  in  Abydenus^^ 
.ArmacaUs, ;  and,  vaPliny^^  Armalachar.  But  Ammianus 
Marcellinus  *  c  jls  it  by  its  drue  name  Naarmalcha^  which 
Jie  rightly ^  interprets  the  Royat  River.  From  the  Naar* 
malcha  the  emperors  Trajan  and  Severus,  in  their  wars 
with  the  ParthianSf  dug  a  new  canal  to  the  Tigris  near 
Coche  on  the  weft,-  and  Ctejiphon  on  the  eaft  fide  of  that 
river  X.  As  thefe  canals  were  all  dug  by  kings  or  em- 
perors, they  all  juftly  claimed  the  title' of  Naarmalcha  5 
but  otoft  authors  agree  in  befiowing  it,  by  way  of  pre^ 
eminence,  on  one  only.  Pliny  *,  Ammianus  •,  and  Po^ 
lybius  1>,  by  the  Naarmalcha  fecm  to  underftalnd  the  branch 

.  >  Ptol.  L  v.  c.  17.  ^  Plin.  1.  vi.  c.  26.         .  '  Prid. 

connca.  book  ii.  part  i.  p.  103.        »  Isid.  Charac.  in  Stath. 
Parth.  f  Zo3.  1.  iii.  c.  24.  «  Abyd.  apud  Euseb.         * 

praep.  l.ix.  €.-.41.  ^  PLiN.l.vi.  c.  26.  »  AmmiaK. 

|.  xxiv.  c.  21.      V»y  Zos.  1.  iii.  c.  24.  *  Plin.  xx\n 

fUpra.  •  Ammxan.  ubi  fupra.        *>  Polyb^  1.  v..c.  51. 
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Af  the  Euphrntes^  th^t  fell  inio   the  Tigris  at  Selemeia. 
But  P^mf%  NiHtrmalchat  or  Bafikm  Petamos^  extendod 
froip  ^hc  BufhraUs  to  the  TT^riV  at  Afamtu  ^  \  apd  mritti 
hifn  Boibart^  ao4m^Qf  the  OHHi^rn  geographers,  agree. 
Th!>  can^l  was  dug  by  Ntbu^hadme%xar^  as  Jbydenm  in- 
^His'V6%  to  convey  the, waters  gf  the  Euphrates^  wbea 
ir  ovetflewei*  intp  tb^  Ti^rix  before  they  reached  hihyiom. 
Qm'ix^  thefe  chdHela  h  mentiooed  ty  E%ekid  under  the 
l^mne  af  CMar  «»  ar,  as  the  Grtei  f^fions  have  it,  €As- 
iar^  which  o^fk  interpreters  fupp^ie  to  have  been  hor- 
l^wed  fawn  Gaiaris  or  G^iryasj  the  name  of  thefovcr- 
tupkf^  wh«  was  apptoiofeed^  9s  /'/i 9y  informs  us  ^,  to  over- 
look the  ^prk,  Wid  f  robayy  the  feme  Oobryas^  yfho  aaf- 
Carw^ds  revolted  fiK>m  the  B^kyhnuftts  to  Cyrus^  as  will 
be  r^lajtcd  in  a  nnore  p^Foper  f)lace.  Which  of  the  ahoi^-nen- 
t\oacd  canals  the  prophet  fpoke  of  ^nder  that  name^  we  wUl 
not  uke  upon  us  to  determine-    At  fome  diftance  fo  ti»e 
V^  w^rd  ^  Sippbara  was  a^tber  river^  called,  by  Piahn^^ 
the  Naarfansj  hut,  by  Jmmi^rmu^htMarfis or  MgrJhsK 
This  too  was,  according  to  P^my^  a  branch  of  ths  far* 
fhraUs^  rumiiilg  weft  of  iiaiyl(mr,  and  miiung  again  with 
t^e  Euphr^if^  fiear  V^hgtfia.    B^ari  fuppofta  thit  river 
to  he  tbcNarn^Oy  cnenikmed  by PS^ty  ^^  among  the  fireams 
tt3^  watered  the  country  of  Saiylm.    At  the  di(bnce  of 
$00  fwWngs  frond  B^yl9n  to  the  fouth  waa  another  caaal^ 

d^rg^iiied  frAiq  ihev  branch  of  the  Ei^ira^  that  pa&d 
fehrpMgh  $^^/99,  and  cmveted  to  certaki  lakef  or  mafihca 
U\  Qb^H^ti^  On  this  eansd  or  river,  as  Jrriau  oik  it» 
Jl^an4^  fiiiled  korn^  die  EttpbraHs  to  the  above*^»eii^ 
If^ned  lafces »,  '  Strdto  defcfibca  $he  co^trfc  of  this  canal,^ 
da^^  he  does  q^  name  if^,  a3  will  plasty  appear^  if  we 
ccppace  what  he  Vfitea  of  one  of  thefe  cabals,  with  what 
^e  nead  of  ib^  in  Appian  and  Jrrkn*  But  it  wouM  be 
labpur  in  vain  to  aatenipt  4he  tracing  oujt,  even  with  die 
t>^ft  ha^^  thefe  and  the  otlaer  numerous  branchea  and 
j^k^afe,  iKhich^  waiered  the  antient  country  of  Bahyktt. 
iAznf  of  them  ihat  ha^ve  been  formedy  confiderable,  are 
pom  no  moiie  h  ^xA  oshers  have  been  formed  fiace,  that 

«  Ptol.  1.  V.  t^  ty,       ^  Aped  Eussa.  abifiip.        •  E«k. 
5  3.*ii..j5.  as.  ^  Plin.  1.  vi.  c.  a6.  .   a  Ptol* 

t  v.^.  20*.  *  AwMiAK.l.xxiii.  c.  ai.  '  Plir,  1.  vL 

0.  a6*  ^  ARRiwi^eXped.  Ate.  t.  vii.  '  Appiak. 

%e21.  ciyil  1.  ii.  fub  fin.        ^  Ar&i am.  abt  faf>ra.        ^  Strab* 
lrXyi.p.5iQ. 
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IV ere  not  in  amiei^t  days  ;  for  a  country  fo  prodigioufly' 
viraiered^  fo  loW  withal,  and  fo  fubjeS  to  the  violence  0/ 
extraordinary  inundations  from  two  fuch  great  rivers  as 
the  Tigris^  and  Euphrates^  and  fo  negleded,  as  it  has  been 
for  feveral  ages,  mull, have  often  and  confiderably  changed 
face  fince  the  time  Ptolemy  flourifhed  ;  and  it  is  next  t6 
impoiBble  ta  defcribe  it,  fuch  as  it  was  while  the  feat^ 
of  empire,  or  when  it  had  ftrength  and  riches  fuffiiqient 
to  take  care  of  its  numerous  bank?,  and  to  keep  them  in 
repair. 

Thus  far  of  the  branches  of  the  Euphrates  :  we  fhalJT^^  Eu- 
now  fpeak  of.  the  river  itfelf.    We  have  already  taken  no«-pluatet. 
tice  of  its  name  >" :  as  for  its  fource,  it  fprings  from  the 
liunintains  of  Jmienh^  continues  its  courfe  fouthward, 
vraiiifng  the  eaftern  i&irts  of  Syria y  fouth-eafiward  dividing 
jlrabia  from  Mefopotamia^  and  north- eafl ward  feparating  ^ 

likewife  Chatdaa  and  Babylonia  froni  Mefopotamiay  till,  . 
mixing  with  its  fellow-traveller  the  Tigris y  it  falls  ac* 
length  into  the  Perfian  gulph.     This  great  river  \%  flow, 
for  the  moft  part,  in  its  courfe  ^,  and  ndt  wdl  adapted 
tlu-oughout  for  navigation^  fome  parts  of  it  being  (hdal, 
and  ibnie.  rocky.    It  is  not  mvigable,  we  are  told^  by  the ' 
larger  ioit  of  barks,  lower  than  a  place  called  Roujvatne  ^  ^ 
but  the  fmaller  craft  may  go  quite  down  to Balfor a.     Be- 
yond RfiuAkiine  there  are  rocks  whith  are  dangerous  for  the  - 
Jaeger  ve&ls  ^,  but  eafily  avoided  by  the  fmaller.    Our  au- 
dxu:  is  apioion,  that  tke  Euphrates  might,  with  very  little 
trouble,  be  made  navigable,  even  by  great  barks,  quite  t9 
the  Tigris-i  only  by  clearing  the  chanel  of  the  flones  wit5 
which  it  is  choked  up  in  fome  places.    At  ItoufvainBy  a  vil-^ 
lage  at  a  foiall  diftaace  from  tiic  Euphrates ^  the  goods  are 
put  afbore,r  and  carried  upon  camels  to  Bagdad^  a  day's 
journey  difhint,,  where  they  are  embarked  oh  the  Tigris^ 
and  conveyed  to  ialfora  «.  The  Euphrates^  in  fome  places, 
divides  itfelf  into  fb  many  broad  branches,  that  the  pilots 
are  at  a  lofs  wiut  way  to  fleer  ^.    Though  it  is  not,  as  ^e 
have  obiJerved  above^  rapid  in  its  courfe,  its  water  is  fo 
continually  foul,  that  there  is  no  drinking  it  till  it  has  fettled 
for  a- time,  or  been  paiTed  through  a  cloth  or  a  ilrainer  • ; 
and  then  it  is  lighter,  and  preferable  to  any  other  in  thefc 
parts :  whence  the  river  is  known  to  the  neighbouring  peo- 

y  See  vol.  i.  p.  ri8.  »  RauVolf  ubi  fup,  part  ii.  c.  f . 

f.  I j6.  »  TttEVENOT.  VQyage  aa  Lev.  parti,  c. o.  p. 40. 

Idtm  ibid.  ^  Rauwolf  ubi  flip.  ^  Idem  ibid. 

*  Idem  ibid. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


340  ^he  Hiftory  of  the  Babylonians.         B.  1^ 

pie,  by  a  name  which  fignifics  the  water  of  de fire  ^.     The 
fifh  of  the  Euphrates  are  alfo  reported  to  be  excellent  in 
.    their  kind  ;  and  particular  notice  is  taken  of  one  fome^^hat 
like  a  carp,  which  fometimes  weighs  17  6r  i8  pounds  °*. 

The  antient  way  of  navigating  this  river  has  fomethiog 
very  Angular  and  extraordinary  in  it.  The  veflcls  they  crfed 
were  round,  without  diftinftion  of  head  or  ftern,  and  no 
better  than  great  wicker-bafkcts  coated  over  with  hides, 
which  they  guided  along  with  two  oars,  or  paddles.   Thcfe 
veffels  were  of  di^erent  fizcs,  aqd  fome  of  them  capable  of 
carrying  a  burden  of  palm-wine,  or  other  merchandize,  to 
the  weight  of  5000  talents,  having,  according  to  their  fize, 
alTcs  on  board.     When  they  had  thus  fallen  down  the  river 
to  Babylon^  and  unloaded  their  cargo,  they  fold  the  veflel  ; 
but  kept  the  hides,  and,  loading  their  afles  with  them,  re- 
turned home  by  lan^,  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  not  allow^- 
ing  them  to  return  by  water  ". 

The  Euphrates  now  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  Tigris^ 
below  Bagdad  \  and  the  river,  made  up  of  thefe  two 
joined  in  one,  is  called  by  the  Arabs  Schat-aUAarab^  that 
is,  the  river  of  the  Arabs.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  the 
Euphrates  at  nrft  emptied  itfelf  into  the  Tea  by  a  mouth  of 
its  own;  and  that  its  waters  wereafteirwards  conveyed,  by 
art,  partly  into  the  Tigris^  and  partly  into  the  marflies  of 
Cha/daay  which  we  have  mentioned  above.  Of  this  opi- 
nion, among  the  antients,  was  Pliny,  who,  fpeaking  of  the 
Euphrates  and  Tigris y  tells  us,  that  the  mouths  of  thefe  two 
rivers  were,  according  to  fome,  27,  according  to  others, 
only  7  miles  diftant ;  that  they  were  both  navigable  j  but 
that  the  Orchenians,  and  other  neighbouring  people,  had 
long  ago  flopped  the  courfc  of  the  Euphrates,  to  water 
their  lands  ;  fo  that  it  was  no  longer  conveyed  into  the 
fea  by  a  mouth  of  its  own,  but  by  that  of  the  Pafiti' 
gris  *.  But  of  this  river,  before  it  was  branched  out  by  art 
into  the  feveral  chanels  we  have  mentioned,*  we  can  gbcno 
tolerable  account,  having  been  left  quite  in  the  dark,  as  to 
its  primitive  ftate,  by  the  facred  as  well  as  the  pro&ne  wri- 
ters. The  former  only  tell  us,  that  there  were  feveral  ri-. 
vers  at  Babylon  P ;  and  that  one  of  them  was  called  Chehar, 
as  we  have  obfcrved  above; 'an  account  of  that  river,  in 
the  more  early  times,  being  foreign  to  their  purpofe.  As 
for  the  profane  writers,  fome  of  thofe  chanels  were  more 

*  Thevenot,  ubi  fup.         "*  RAUWOLP,ubifup.        "  ill- 
upDOT.  1.  i.  c.  194.  •  Plin.  1.  vi,  C.27.  P  Pfid. 
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antient  than  Ac  moft  early  among  them,  who  confequcnt- 
ly  muft  have  been  no  lefs  in  the  dark  than  we  are. 

This  country  is  particularly  remarkable  for  having  in- 
clofed,  according  to  the  moft  rational  opinion,  within  its 
limits,  at  leaft  great  part  of  Paradife  ^.  Here  alfo  was  the 
great  plain  of  Shinar^  now  SenjaVy  where  the  whole  race 
of  mankind  were  gathered  together  in  one  body  after  the 
flood,  and  whence  they  difperfed  themfelves  over  the  face 
of  the  earth  ^  The  ruins  of  Babylon^  and  what  remains 
of  the  tower,  a§  fuppofcd,  of  Babelj  might  here  claim  a 
place,  had  not  another  more  proper  occurred  in  the  former 
part  of  this  work'. 

SEC  T.     II. 

Itbe  Antiquity^  Government^  Laws,  Religion^  Cu- 
Jiomsj  Arts^  Learnings  and  Trad^^  of  the  Baby- 
lonians. 

ISABEL  is  the  firft  kingdom  we  find  mentioned  \ti Antiquity. 
^  Scripture,  and,  in  point  of  antiquity,  was  prior  to  that 
o{  AJfur^  though,  according  to  the  common  courfe  of  hi- 
ftory, it  muft  appear  after  it.  Nimrod  was  the  founder  of 
it ;  but,  for  many  ages,  it  evidently  appears  to  have  re- 
mained a  petty  royalty,  till  the  JJfyrtans  paved  the  way  to 
the  empire  it  attained.  Should  it  be  allowed,  that,  even 
under  Nimrod^  it  rofe  to  any  height  of  power,  nothing 
feems  more  natural  than  to  conclude,  that  it  fufldenly  fell 
down  to  a  level  veith  its  neighbours,  and  even  below  fome 
of  them,  and  particularly  the  famous  and  antient  kingdom 
of  Elamy  or  Perfia  ;  for,  fo  early  as  the  days  of  Abraham^ 
we  meet  with  a  king  of  Sennaar^  the  antient  Babylotiy  in 
the  army  of  Chedorlaomer  king  of  Elam  %  as  a  vaflal,  - 
fcemingly,  and  a  tributary.  The  arguments  we  have  for- 
merly ufed  to  deftroy  the  boafted  antiquity  of  Affyria  «, 
might  be  alleged  here  to  deftroy  that  of  this  empire ;'  but, 
not  to  repeat  what  we  have  fo  fully  urged,  and  which  muft 
of  courfe  affcft  this  empire,  as  it  confefledly  rofe  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  fornier,  we  (hall  only  obferve,  that  the  Scri- 
pture makes  no  mention  of  any  king  of  Bfibylon  from  the 

^  Sec  vol.  i.  p.  1 15,  &  feq.      '  Ibid.  p.  3^22,  &  feq.      •  Ibid, 
p.  329.        '  Genef.  xiv.  9.  "  See  before,  in  the  preceding 


chaptct,  paffim. 
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K  king  of  Shinaar  above  in  the  army  of  Elam^  till  the  days  of 
Mtrodach-Baladauy  who  was   cotepDorary  with  H^ti^^ 
kiah  *  ;  as  alfo  that,  by  the  fevcral  hiftprics.of  th?  nations 
already  fpoken  of  in  thiiwork,  it  is  pjain,  tb^$  no  Baby^ 
hnian  prince  awed  any  of  them,  till  many  j^rs  after  Jlaie^ 
rodach'Baladan*    So  that  though  we  conf^fs  this  to  have 
been  the  moftantiept  kingdom  of  the  world,  yet  we  can- 
not allow  it  to  have  attained  the  imperial  digi^ity  till  ^b^^ 
we  may  call  very  lately,  in  comparifqn  of  wh^f  baj  been 
vainly  boafted,  and  unwarily  })elieved. 

The  Babylonians^  or  Cbaldaans^  however,  laid  claim 
to  a  mofl  extravagant  antiquity,  unwilling  to  be  behind*- 
.  hand  with  thtSgyptians^  or  any  other  nation.  They  prc- 
,  tended  to  have  regiflred  the  tranfadions  of  150,000 years  y, 
according  to  fome^  0^473,000  mrs,  according  to  others^, 
reckoning  down  \o  j^exandfr^  from  the  time  they  firft  be- 
.gV  to  gbferv^the  fta^s  ;  a  monftrous  fable,  wj^ic^  ne^<^ 
no  roAita^n,  though  it  may  deferve  u>me  anbnadve^fion 

The 


*". '  ?  Kinf;ff.:xxi ^2.      v  r  vy.  ^ynci^l.  chr^n, 
SicuL.  bibU  t^ft.  l.ii^  p;  81. 


^  Diop. 


(M)  Thii  extrayagant  lyjd 
fenfiplei^  dtfire  pf.ifevet^al  na- 
tions  tp  be  tl^ougbt  antipnt,  has 
not  only  b^n,  in  gqpd  p^t,  the 
deHruAion  of  hiftory,  but  ^^ 
to  a|l  ^ppearaace,  alfo  been 
confiderably  hurtful  to  reli- 
gion. Vanity,  t^s  we  have 
liewn  (61),  firft  introduced 
die  forging  of  records  to  ftipply 
the  want  or  lofi  ef  them.  As 
antiquity  was  thought  the  nioft 
;^QBoumbl«iUftin&ion  of  a  peo- 
ple, th^  Baiykffiofff  and  £gy- 
fti^s  no  (boner  omf  X^  be 
grea,t  aj^d  powerful,  thai^  a- 
m^med  of  the  mean  fig^r^ 
theli;  pr^ceflbrs  had  made  but 
a  few  years  before,  and  fcom- 
ing  to  be  inferior,  in  point  of 
antiquity,  tp  any  other  n^tion^ 
ihey  removed  thdK  origin  fo 


(61)  Stih9fiir$,p:%^6. 


hr  back,  at  to  daioe  the  rtigns 
of  fome  of  their  prinpei'many 
centuries  before  the  aeado% 
a^d  to  tran^fprfi^   them  into 
^ods.    Of  thia  vain  nreteniiQQ 
we  have  given  s^  glarip^  in* 
fiance    ^i    the  l^ter  Syrians, 
\vho,  as  Jofrfhu4  obferves,  ce- 
lebrated the  micmory  of  th^ir 
kings  Hubtid   and  Haxad  in 
bis  time  i  and,  carrying  then* 
flatues    about    in    prooeffion, 
vaunted  their  great  a^tiqai^, 
though  they  had  npt  bcea  dead 
above  1 1 00  yep^^  but^tJw 
tbey  cec^inj^r  meaii^  no  mocf 
(haia  to  fet  off  tb«  €o49of  tkeir 
o^n  OQun^y ;  for  thpi^  t% 
v(ere  ftrai)aei;s  i,n  SyfU  at  &r(^ 
and  introduced  to  fupplythe 
place  pf  the  natives,  whaw^ 
carried  away  canti;^e,  th^  had 
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The  government  x)f  this  nation,  if  the  cfaanuEter  which 7'i^//>  go- 
generally  prevails  concerning  its  founder  Nimrod*  may  ht  *vimmint. 
retted  on,  was,  in  its  very  infancy,  tyrannical  and  defpotic ; 
but  that  it  continued  fo,  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  except  at 
the  fame  time  it  be  conceived,  that  its  firft  prince  wa3  foo- 
ceeded  by  kings  exafily  of  his  own  cbarafter.  After  hina 
it  certainly  fell  to  a  level  with  the  petty  king4onis  of  tbefe 
parts,  till  the  JJyriam^  in  procefs  of  time,  laid  the  foufr 
dation  whereon  it  afterwards  exalted  itielf  as  the  queen  (ftbf 
Bajf.  And,  as  from  the  former  it  derived  its  luftre  and 
majefty,  nothing  is  more  likely,  or  indeed  mctie  ceruint 

*  Sec  vd.  i.  p.  388. 


then  been  in  the  country  many 

^es,  and  reckoned  themielves 

as  the  original  proprietors  ; 

tbo*,  hi  reality,  they  had  no 

maotttif  of  relation  to  the  ami- 

ent  kittgs^of  their  country.    By 

vaunting  of  thtir  gods  Httdad 

and  Hmvutilr  tbey  meaac  to  rt- 

(it£i  adiihonoiir  npoa  the.^^^ 

ruins  and  BMhykntoHs,  whofe 

gods  they  knew  by  tradition  or 

mSiory  to  hive  been  younger ; 

and  hence  yoi|  have  Adrnd,  the 

fi'fi  ^f&dt  (6a). 

If  the  want  of  regular  hi- 

ftory  was  not,  in  fome  meafure, 

the  fopport  of  idolatry,  which 

it  certainly  muft  have  been,  it 

was  doubtlefs  what  gave  birth 

Years. 
Z9r$ajhr  Ihtd  before  Plate's  death        -        -  600^ 

.    before  fhefrv/eir  war        -        -       5000 
Ci&tiUrM  had  accounts  of  -  -  470006 

Fraat  the  firft  CMdian  aftfonemer  to  ^exemiir     43000^ 
<S«f/iQJ50;/t#hadchfonide9of  •  -         8000 

uf/^#»^  built  before  ^«^  •  -  •      looo 

From  Vulcmn  to  AlsxmmUr  •  -         «  4886} 

King^  of  i[0|^  before  .^l«4^,  feigned  •'        15000 

From  Ofiris  to  AkxmmUr  -  -  toooo 

Or  •  -  -  •       .     13000 

Men  reigned  in  £|[X^/ after  the  gods       -        -       15000 

{B^S»hefire,  mtbenoM,  p.  aSa.  (6t)  Ludbv.  yiv*  in  not.  mi 

Axgufi^^  cintit.  Dei  J,  xii.  lo.    See  tbi  appendix  to  fA^on's  ejkf  towards  re- 
ftoring  the  true  text  of  Sersptitre, 

Z  JL  than 


to  the  notion  of  the  worlds  bt* 
ing  eternal.'  For  fomt  philo* 
fophers»  at  a  lofs  lor  the  ori»a 
of  tbings,  and  deftico|e  of  a 
guide  to  diredl  them,  Bad  re- 
couHe  to  ^fe  principles,  and 
groundiefs  notions,each  of therd 
taking  his  own  imaginfation  for 
his  guide.  Hence  arofe  that 
difiigreeaient  among  authors, 
never  to  be  recotfciiedi  and 
Jicinee  tlie  variety  of  opiniom 
conceming  the  anti<}uity  of 
differeat  nationr,  driving  toex-> 
cced  each  oi^er,  as  they  have 
been  (Ktrtly  colle^d  (63)  to 
oar  hands,  and  as  tl^y  heie 
follow : 
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than  that  it  adhered  to' the  praftices  of  its  founder  ;  and  th^ 
rather,  as  thefe  Babylonians  themfelvcs  were  JJfyrianSy  dc- 
fcendcd  homPul  the  great  y^J/yrian^  who  immediately  gaVe 
rife  to  both  the  empires,  as  will  be  amply  made  appear   in 
the  fcquel.     The  government,  therefore,  of  Babylotij  like 
that  oiJJfyria  ^,  was  haughty  and  dcfpotic,  and  the  fceptre, 
it  feems,  hereditary.     The  whole  centred  in  the  perfon  of 
the  king ;  all  decrees  ifllied  from  his  mouth  c :  and  how 
could  it  be  otherwife,  when  he  affected  even  deity,  and  di- 
vine worlhip,  as  the  cuftom  was  with  thefe  princes  ?  And 
here,  by  the  way,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  this  political 
and  impious  arrogance  was  but  natural  to  men  who  had 
nothing  lefs  in  view  than  to  lord  it  over  the  whole  bulk  of 
mankind-     It  was  one  of  the  moft  effedual  means  they 
could  think  of,  to  intimidate  the  nations  who  had  not  yet 
owned  their  power,  and  to  reftrain  thofe  who  did,  from 
laffcrting  their  right  to  be  governed  in  what  mapner  they 
pleafed.     For,  without  fome  fuch  bridle  upon  the  fuperfti- 
tious  minds  of  men,  it  had  been  next  to  impofTible  to  main« 
tain  dominion  over  parts  far  remote  from  the  feat  of  the 
imperial  refidence;  and  no  doubt  the  argument  they  ufed, 
of  having  prevailed  againft  all  the  gods  of  the  nations,  and 
of  being  mightier  far  than  they,  carried  a  convi£^ion  with 
it,  which  not  only  ferved  all  prefent,  but  future  purpofes. 
And  hence  it  muft  have  been,  or  upon  principles  of  the 
fame  fort,  that  the  great  conquerors  of  the  Eaft  have  always 
aflFeSed  retirement  from  the  immediate  commerce  of  others, 
as  too  glorious  to  be  beheld  by  vulgar  eyes ;  a  kind  of  ar- 
rogance which  implies  a  fupcriority  not  much  inferior  to 
what  was  claimed  by  thefe  fiiA  monarchs  of  the  JJfyrlan 
race,  as  well  on  the  throne  of  Nineveh,,  as' on  that  of 
Babylon  ;  and  is>  as  we  have  faid,  one  of  the  moft  politic 
methods  of  keeping  in  fubje6lion  a  number  of  nations  of 
different  languages,  complexions,  and  manners,  to  a  man 
>».  ^m      who  muft  be  a  ftranger  to  almoft  all  of  them.  Thefe  proud 
eers    civil  potentates,  however,  adminiftred  their  government  by  of- 
and  mill-   ^^^^^  ^^  feveral  forts,  civil  and  military ;  and  accordingly 
tary,  we  find  them  divided  into  three  claiTes,  and  fuppofed  to  be 

chofen  from  among  thegraveft  and  moft  noble  perfonages 
in  all  the  empire** :  the  firft  had  the  charge  of  virgins,  and 
their  difpofal  in  marriage;  and  were  to  judge  in  matters  of 
adultery,  and  the  like :    the  fecond  took  cognifance  of 

*  See  before,  p.  253.  «  Sec  Dan.  iii.  29.  iv.  6. 

*  Strab.  I.  xvi.  ff  45. 

'  thefts; 
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thefts  ;*  and  the  third  of  all  other  crimes  %  We  find  the 
fubprdinate  powers  under  this  tnighty  emperor  divided  into 
princes,  governors,  captains,  judges,  treafurers,  and  coun- 
fellors  ^ ;  fo  that  it  is  plain  nothing  was  wanting  to  keep 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  empire,  and  that  the  civil  and 
xnilitary  ceconomy  was  under  fevere  regulation.  As  for 
-what  relates  to  religion,  and  Aiperftitious  matters,  that  will 
fall  under  another  head. 

This  great  king  of  kings  shad  an  houfliold  equal  to  His  houf- 
the  fublimily  of  his  ftation,  the  chief  officers  of  which  feem  hold. 
to  have  been  the  captain  of  his  guard  ^,  the  prince  of  his 
eunuchs  *,  and  the  prime  mihifter  ^ ,  in  the  nature  of  the 
Turkijh  vizier,  who  more  immediately  reprefented  the  per- 
fbnof  his  great  matter^  Thefirft  of  thefe  had  the  execution 
.  of  the  arbitrary  and  fanguinary  commands  ^  j  the  fecond 
had  charge  of  the  education  and  fubfiftence  of  the  youth 
of  the  palace"* ;  and  the  latter  fat  in  the  king's  gate,  as  it 
was  called  °,  to  hear  complaints,  and  to  pafs  judgments. 
Befides  thefe,  there  feems  to  have  been  a  mafter  of  the  ma- 
gicians always  at  hand  *»,  to  fatisfy  the  king  upon  any  thing 
he  might  want  to  know,  with  regard  to  futurity  and  pno- 
gnojftication.  None  was  allowed  the  honour  of  ferving  in 
his  prcfence,  that  wasnot  remarkable  for  beauty  of  perfonP, 
and  excellence  of  parts  (NJ  i  and  his  wives  and  concubines^, 

which 


«  Vid.  eund.  ibid.  *■  Dan.  iii.  2,  3.         8  Dan.ii.  37. 

^  Idem  ibid.  ver.  14.  *  Idem,  i.  10.  ^  Idem,  ii. 

48,  49.  *  Idem  ibid.  ver.  14.  »»  Idem,  i.  7,  8,  9, 

10,  &c.  n  Idem,  ii.  49.  «  Idem,  iv.  9.        p  Idem, 

i.  4 — 10—20. 


(N)  This  has  always  been 
the  coflom  in  the  eadem  coun- 
tries ;  and,  at  this  day,  "  The 
**  youths  that  are  defigncd  for 
"  the  great  offices  of  the  em- 
«*  pire  {ii*  'Turky]  .  .  muft  be 
**  of  admirable  features,  and 
"  pleafing  looks,  wcU-fhaped 
«  in  their  bodies,  and  without 
«  any  defeii  of  nature ;  for  it 
«  is.conceived,^  that  a  corrupt 
"  and  fordid  foul  can  fcarce 
**  inhabit  in  a  ferene  and  in- 
'^  genuous  afped  ;  and  I  have 
**  obferved,  not  only  in  the  fe- 


•'  raglio,batalfo  in  the  courts 
"  of  great  men,  their  perfotial 
"  attendants  have  been  of 
"  comely  lufty  youths,  well- 
*'  habited,  deporting  them- 
"  felves  with  fingular  modeily 
"  and  refped  in  the  prcfence 
"  of  their  mafter.  So  that 
"  when  a  pafha,  aga,^.or  fpa- 
**  hec  travels,  he  is  always  at- 
"  tended  with  a  comely  equip- 
"  age,  followed  by  flourifhing^^ 
**  youths,  well-cloatbed  and 
**'  mounted,  in  great  numbers; 
'*  that  one  may  guefs  at  the 
**  great- 
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which  were  doubt le(s  the  mofl  beautiful  of  their  fex^  iecm 
to  have  been  irt  very  great  number  g. 

But  though  thefc  kings  fccm  to  have  claimed  fuch  high 
honour,  to  have  placed  themfelves  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
the  grcateft  even  of  their  officers  and  fubjeSs,  and  to  have 
conudered  the  whole  world  as  created  for  their  ufe  and  fer- 
viccj  yet  we  underftand,  that  they  fonietimes  condefcended 
to  banquet  and  revel  with  their  lords  and  chief  men  of  their 
dominions^  of  whom  we  read  that  a  thoufand  were  lat  one 
time  entertained  by  Beljhazzaf^,    The  common  ftylc  of 
accofting  this  mighty  fovercign  was,  O  king^  live  for  ever  »  / 
and  the  man,  who  was  fo  happy  as  in  a  particular  manner 
to  gain  his  favour,  was  cloathed  in  purple  or  fcarlet,  ad- 
orned with  a  chain  of  gold  about  his  neck,  and  invefted 
with  fomc  government*, 

■r^  The  laws  of  this  empire,  as  we  have  hinted  above^ 

muft  have  been  quite  vague  and  uncertain ;  yet  there  was 
one  which  fcems  to  have  been  irrevocably  fixed  :  it  was 
calculated  to  increafe  the  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to 
oblige  all,  efpecialty  the  poorer  fort  of  people,  to  marry,  left 
they  ihoufd  choofe  rather  to  live  fingle,  than  be  burdened 
with  a  wife  and  family.  By  this  law  no  man  had  it  in  hrs 
power  to  beftow  his  own  daughters  in  marriage  «  ;  but 
they  were  to  be  difpofed  of  by  the  king,  or  his  oiEcers^  irt 
the  manner  we  (hall  relate  hereafter. 

Punzjb'         As  the  laws  were  vague  and  changeable,  the  puniftments 

mentf.  *  fecm  alfo  to  have  been  unfixed,,  arbitrary,  and  rigorous,  in 
proportion  to  the  tyrant's  prefent  rage  and  fury.  Behead- 
ing ^,  cutting  to  pieces*,  turning  the  criminars  houfeintp 
a  dunghi^5',  and  burning  in  a  firy  furnace  %  are  punift- 
ments we  know  to  have  been  executed  by  the  order  of  die 
kings  of  Babylon. 

^  Dan.y.  2,  3.             '  Idem,  v.  i.              *  Idem,  ii.  ^ 

▼.10.            *  I^OB^  V.  7.  "  Vid.  Herod.  I  i,  c.  196. 

AStrab.  l.xvi.  p.745.  ^  Dao.i.  10.              *  Iderafj 

ii.  5.            3^  Idem  ibid.  »  Idcmiii  19. 

<*  grcatnefo  of  this  eorpire,  by  ♦*  kave  not  obfcrvcd  (no  Doe 

«*  die  retinue,  pompy  and  nvm-  *«  in    attendance  of  priacef) 

<<  ber  of  iSsrvants  wluck  ac-  **  fudi  oftentatioa  ia  iervaocsr 

'*  comply  perfons  of  quality  "  as  is   amongil  tfce  Jurks^ 

*«  in  their  jowneys  5  whereas,  "  which  is  the  life  and  orn*- 

•*  in  the  parts  of  Chriftendom  «  mcnt  of  a  court  **  (64). 
«*  where  I  have  travelled,  I 

(64)  Sir  PizulMkaafi'iptef,  fiate  of  tit  Ottom*  tmpin,  C*S'P*4^ 

The 
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The  religion  and  bqafted  learning  of  the  Babylonians  are  Their  re* 
fo  blended  together,  that  we  hardly  know  how  to  (epnTztt  ligion. 
them  into  diftinit  heads;  for  xht  ChaUeeSy  properly  foChaldcci, 
called,  were  not  pnly  their  priefis,  but  alfo  their  learned '^^«'' 
men  ;  whofc  whole  icience  feems  to  have  been  fubfervient^''^^'' 
to  the  purpofes  pf  fuperftitiop  and  infatuation.  ThtkChat* 

•  daans  were  perhaps  more  diftipguiihed  from  -the  people 
than  the  clergy  are  fropi  the  laity  with  lis ;  and  were  as 
much  revered  in  their  country,  as  the  Egyptian  priefls  were 
in  theirs ;  and  are  fajd  to  have  enjoyed  the  fame  privileges*. 
They  were  wholly  devoted  to  the  bufinefs  of  their  fuperfii- 
tious  religion ;  and  pretended  to  prophecy,  and  to  the  gift 
of  prcdifiion  by  the  ruli^s  of  augury,  the  flight  of  birds,  and 
the  infpe^ion  of  viftrms ;  they  explained  dreams,  ^nd  all 
the  extraordinary  ph»nomenaof  nature,  as  portending  good 
or  evil  to  men  ©r  nations ;  and  were  thought,  by  their  in- 
chantfnents  and  invocations,  to  zSt&  mankind  either  with 
happinefs  or  mifery  ^.  Having,  by  their  (ituatton,  been 
early  addifted  to  celcftiaj  obfervations,  they,  tnilead  of  con- 
ceiving, as  they  ought  to  have  dorie,  juft  notions  concern- 
ing the  omnipotence  of  the  Creator  and  Mover  of  the  hea- 
venly bodies,  and  of  being  confirmed  in  a  due  belief  and 
Eradice  of  what  had  been  nanded  by  tradition  down  to  men 
y  Noahf  and  his  fons,  fell  into  the  impious  error  of  efteem-^/-/  the 
ing  thofc  bodies  as  gods^  and  the  immediate  governors  o^ authors  of 
the  world,  in  fubordinatign,  however,  to  the  Deity,  who/^/ Sabiao 
was  invifible,  but  by  his  works,  and  the  efieAs  of  his  ^^-religioM. 
erc.  They  concluded,  then,  that  God  had  created  the 
ftars,  and  |reat  Ivoninaries,  to  govern  the  world  ;  that  he 
had  accordingly  placed  them  on  high,  and  fubftituted  them 
his  minifters ;  and  that  it  was  but  juft  and  natural  they 
fiiouldbe  praifed,  honoured,  and  extolled  ;  and  that  it  was 
even  the  will  of  God  they  ihould  be  magnified,  feared,  and 
worihiped  ;  juft  as  a  king  deiires  his  fervants  fliould  be  re- 
fpeded  in  honour  of  fcimfelf  ^. 

Persuaded  of  thi§,  they  began  to  buiW  temples,  ^firliftafo 
Jacilia^  to  the  ftars  ;  to  facrince  to  them,  to  praife  fhem,-^^/^,^ 
and  to  bow  down  before  theni,  that,  through  their  mean*, 
they  might  obtain  the  favour  and  good- will  of  God  «  ;  fo 
that  they  efte^med  them  as  mediators  between  God  and 

thc;m  ;  for,  that  there  was  a  neceffity  for  a  mediatory  office 

■\ 

•  DioDOR.  SicuL,  biW.  hift.  1. 11.  ^  Idem  ibid. 

«  Vid.  eund.  ibid«  ^  Rab^  Mos<  Maim. In  more  Nevpcb. 

•  Idem  ibid. 

be^wetft 
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between  God  and  man,  is  obTerved  ^  to  have  been  a  notion 
that  generally  obtained  among,  mankind  from  the    begin- 
ning :  ^^  Confcious  of  their  own  meannefs,  vilenefs,  and  im* 
**  purity,  and  unable  to  conceive  how  it  was  poffible    for 
*<  them,  of  themfelves  alone,  to  have  any  accefs  to   the 
•*  all -holy,  all-glorious,  and  fupreme  Governor  of   all 
*^  things  ;  they  confidered  him  as  too  high,  and  too  pure, 
*«  and  themfelves  as  too  low  and  polluted,  for  fuch  a  con- 
^*  verfe  j  and  therefore  concluded,  that  there  muft  be  at 
«'  mediator,  by  whofe  me^ans  only  they  could  make  any 
*«  addrcfs  to  him,  and  by  whofe  interceffion  alone  any 
*^  of  their  petitions  could  be  accepted  of.     But  no  clear 
**  revelation  being  then  made  of  the  Mediator,  whom 
**  God  had  appointed,  becaufe,  as  yet,   he  had  not  heen 
**  manifefted  unto  the  world,  they  took  upon  them  to  ad- 
*'  drefe  themfelves  unto  him  by  mediators  of  their  own 
**  choofing  5  and  their  notion  of  the  fun,  moon, and  ftars, 
*'  being,  that  they  were  the  tabernacles  or  habitations  of 
**  intelligences,  which  animated  thofe  orbs  in  the  fame 
*«  manner  as  the  foul  of  man  animates  his  body,  and  were 
*«  the  caufes  of  all  their  motions,  and  that  thofe  intelli- 
>c  gences  were  of  a  middle  nature  between  God  and  them, 
**  they  thought  thcfe  the  propereft  beings  to  become  the 
*«  mediators  between  God  and  them ;  and  therefore  the 
**  planets  being  the  ncareft  to  them  of  all  thefe  heavenly 
**  bodies,  and  generally  looked  on  to  have  the  greateft 
*'  influence  on  this  world,  they  made  choice  of  them  ip 
**  the  firft  place  for  their  gods  mediator s^^  who  were  to 
•*  mediate  for  them  with  the  fupreme  God,  and  procure 
**  from  him  the  mercies  and  favours,  which  they  prayed 
**  for;  and  accordingly  they  direfted  divine  worfhip  to 
^'  them  as  fuch  ;  and  here  began  all  the  idolatry  that  hatb 
•'  been  praSifed  in  the  world  8."     For,  perfuading  them- 
felves of  this  doctrine,  they  became  anxious  about  the  molt 
effe£lual  means  of  making  their  wprfhip  acceptable  to  the 
feveral  deities ;  whence  they  firft  began  to  build  temples 
or  tabernacles  to  them,  as  we  have  feen,  dedicated  to 
their  fcrvice,  and  to  be  as  places  of  abode  for  them :  but, 
as  in  matters  of  this  kind  there  can  be  no  ftable  form, 
where  there  is  no  immediate  revelation,  and  men  aduated 
cither  by  fear,  or  avarice,  or  ambition,  or  aught  elfe,  had 
liberty  to  pretend  to  what  they  knew  nothing  of,  in  pro- 

''See  Pride  Aux,  and  the  authors  he  C!tes,Pococ^E,Gouirs, 
Hotting.  Hyde.^  '  8  Pridbaux's  conned,  of  thchift. 

of  the  Old  and  New  Teft.  part  i.  bookiii.  p.  i  fjj,  in  8vo. 
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ccfs  of  time  impoftors  arofe,  and  gave  out,   that  they  had  Second 
had  it  injoincd  and  commanded  from  God  himfelf,  thdX/age  0/ 
this  ftar,  or  that>  or  all  of  them,  fliould  be  worfliiped  in  idolatry, 
this  or  that  manner,  and  reprefented.  under  this  or  that 
form  ;  and  that  none,  of  any  age  or  degree,  (hould  be  ex- 
.cmptfrom  the^worlhip  thereof:  and  this  they  impudently 
gave  out  in  a  folemn  manner,^^  for  revelation.     Upon  this 
it  was  that  men  began  to  furniib  the  facella^  tabernacles, 
or  temples,  with  images,  and  to  txt&  the  fame  under 
trees,  and  upon  the  tops  of  hills  or  mountains  \  and  from 
henceforward  they  affembled  themfelves  together  to  pay 
them  worfhip,  and   began  to  hope  for  all  good,   and  to 
dread  all  evil,  as  proceeding  from  them,  and  to  honour 
them  with  the  deepeft  reverence,  and  to  fear  them  *» ;  and 
their  priefts,  fenfible  of  the  fweets  of  the  trade,  began  to 
think  of  forms  of  duty  and  pra£Uce  to  be  obfcrvcd  by  the 
credulous  and  deluded  multitude '.     Other  impoftors  there 
were,    who  improved  upon  the  firft,  and  pretended  to 
have  been  honoured  with  particular  inftrudlions  from  par- 
ticular ftars,  concerning  the  exafl  mode  of  the  worfhip 
due  or  peculiar  to  them,  and  what  ought,  and  wh^t  ought 
not,  to  be  done  to  pleafe  them  ;  fo  that,  in  procefs  of  time, 
the  name  of  God  became  obliterated  among  men,  and 
the  moft  fiupid  idolatry  poiTe/Ted  the  place  of  true  reli* 
gion  ^, 

Such  was  the  rife  and  firft  progrefs  of  idolatry,  and 
fuch  were  the  original  Sabian  doctrines ;  which,  taking 
root  firft  among  tne  Cbaldaansy  afterwards  fpread  their 
branches  fo  far  as  to  keep  in  darknefs,  at  one  time,  all 
the  nations  of  the  Eaft.  For  it  muft  be  difficult  to  conceive 
how  men  could  have  been  led  into  fo  grois  an  abfurdity, 
as  to  woifhip  wood,  ftone,  or  mptal,  formed  and  fafhioned 
by  their  own  bands  j  if  it*  be  not  at  the  fame  time  allow- 
ed, that  they  rnuft  have  imagined  their  images  to  have  been 
animated  or  informed  with  a  fupernatural  power,  by  fome 
fupernatural  means.    A  late  author  ^  thinks  it  more  natural 
to  fuppofe,  that  their  lofs  to  know  how  to  addrefs  them- 
felves to  the  planets,  when  they  were  beneath  the  ho- 
rizon, was  what  firft  fuggefted  to  them  the  u(e  of  images  5 
for   that,    whenever  they  paid    their  devotions  to  any 
of  them  in  their  tabernacles,    or  facella^  they  dircibed 
their  worfhip  towards  the  planet ;  which  they  may  have 

* 
,  ^  Rab.  Mos.  Maimonid.  ubi  fup.  *  Vid.  Prideaux 

ibid.  p.  178.  *  Rab,  Mos,  Maimonid,  ubi  fnp. 
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thougl)t  of  ^6n«  effe<^  wh^n  be  M/^  abfeitt  and  hidd^ts 
from  fight  5  artd  that  therefore  they  thought  to  f«pp))r  hjei 
abfcncc  by  a  rcprefentation*    Thus  k  may  have  been^ 
thoQgh  It  A»y  be  as  natural  to  fuppofa,  that  as  their  pti0R0 
obferved  the  ftafs  as  their  gods^  and  JBMde  them  the  chief 
fobjeA  of  their  ftudy,   aftd  perfuaeded   themfelvev,  ttAt 
each  ftar  or  planet  Was  aftuatcd  by  an  mteUigende,   tbty 
gave  out  to  the  people^  from  tiiricf  10  time,  that  thofe  fu- 
pertof  beings  had  ret ealed  their  Will  to  them,  j*ift  a^  ttieif 
era^y  imaginations,  Ot  dcfigning  aifft,  may  have  fu^gtlktd 
to  them. 

B«  that  as  it  wlH,  it  Js  certain,  that  the  firft  m«ig«- 
woffbipers  did  not  pretend  to  pay  adorattofi  ta  unkifo/med 
wood,  ftone,  or  n^tal,  and  that  the  Sehians^  iri  theif  fran^ 
fttion  from  planet-worfliip  to  image-worlhip,  pnstende^f  to 
htfve  infttfed  the  Yiftues  of  the  planet  mto  the  image  th»if 
was  meant  to  reprefertt  it :  which  they  thought  to  ttkSt 
by  forms  of  confecration,  and  bv  various  incantationSi, 
wtiereby  to  draw  down  from  the  uars  thek  feveral  intetU-' 
gencies  into  their  refpeaive  idols  ;  and  hence  came  all  th^ 
IbdiAk  ftiperftition  of  telefms^^  or  tali/mans;  and  uport 
thefc  pretended  pi^iatipfes  of  communicative  operatt6ji  all 
the  branches  of  m^gic  and  forcery  muft  have  had  their 
foundation. 

That  this  was  the  firfl  origin  of  image- worftfp,  jk 
evident ;  and  that  the  fame  Wrf4  fifft  derived  from  the 
heavenly  bodied,  t^  moft  conspicuous  and  glorious  to 
fight,  h  evident  by  the  primary  gods  of  the  heathens  id 
general,  which  are  Smum^  Jupiter ^  Mirsj  jtpdlhy  Mer* 
twry^  Venus y  and  Diana -^  by  which  we  can  underftahd 
no  other  than  the  fun  and  moon,  ind  the  five  grcateit 
luminaries  next  to  them  '. 

This  was  the  religion  of  the  Babylonians^  AJfyrians^ 
and  M&fipotamians^  even  before  the  days  q{  Abrethcm\ 
nay,  in  the  days  of  £«w,  the  fon  oi  Setb  "* ,  whofe  de* 
fcendents  are  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  that  cultivated 
aftronomy  and  aftrology";  the  Sabians  themfelves  boalliwg 
the  origin  of  their  religion  from  Seth^  and  pretending  to 
have  been  denominated  from  a  fon  of  his  called  Sakius,  as 
alfo  to  have  among  them  a  book,  wtljcb  they  calkd  ibe 
iooJtofStth''.    ^ 

*  See  Pridbaux,  ubi  fop.  *  Vid.  eund.  ibid. 

»  R^b.  Mos.  Maimon.  ubi  fop.  ■  Sec  vd.  i.  p.  163. 

*  See  Pridsavx^  obi  fup. 
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This  was  the  ftate  of  the  old  Babylonian  religion,  xSXThird 
diqr  came  to  deify  mortal  men,  as  well  as  the  teleftiai  ho-fif^ge  •/ 
dies.    In  this  we  arc  apt  to  think  they  were  not  the  RrAyi^^^^^Kf* 
and  that  the  Syrians^  whole  empire  was  confefledly  alder 
than  either  the  JJyrian  or  Babylonian  p,  (hewed  them  the 
way,  by  deifying  their  great  Icings,  Benhadad  the  fecond,  K 
and  Ha%ael^,     A  late  learned'  author  ^  is  inclined  to  think,    I    , 
that  the  firft  SaiianSf  or  idolaters,  defirous  to  have  all  the   I 
mediation  poffible  with  the  fufffeme  God,  and  ims^in-  / 
ing  that  good  men  had  a  power  with  him  to  intercede  / 
fof  itKtn,  deified  many  of  thofe  they  thought  to  be/  ^ 
.  fuch  ;  aod  that  thus  they  increafed  the  number  of  their! 
gods.    This  opinion  is  very  favourable  to  th«m,  but  re-\ 
fk&s  not  a  Kttle  upon  the  purity  of  the  Roman  church,  ^ 
irfaich  teaches  die  fame  doSrine,  and  allows  of  the  fame 
pradlice ;  and  this  calls  to  our  mind  how  frequently  Rome 
is  fuppofed  to  be  figniBed  under  the  type  of  Babylon  ; 
and,  perhaps,  there  may  not  be  fo  wide  a  difference  be* 
twcen  fomc  parts  of  the  two  religions,  as  may  be  gene- 
rally  imagined «     But,   to  urave  this,  as  foreign  to  our 
purpofe,  we  Should  rather  choofe  to  think,  that  they  dei^ 
fied  their  greateft  and  moft  powerful  men ;  and  that, 
however  they  may  have  paid  the  fame  honour  to  men  of 
virtue,  their  moft  confpicuous  gods  were  their  warriors 
and  mofl  potent  kings. 

AccoRDiMG  to  this,  we  are  told  •,  That,  by  the  vain^ 
glory  of  meny  idols  entered  into  the  world  ,  .  .  That,  in  pr^^ 
eefs  oj  timi^  an  ungodly  eujlom^  grown  firvng^  was  kept  as 
a  laW'i  and  graven  images  were  worjhiped  by  the  command* 
ment  of  kings ^  [or  as  it  is  in  the  margin,  tyrants} :  That 
whom  men  could  not  honour  in  prefence^  becaufe  they  dwelt 
far  ojf^  they  took  the  counterfeit  of  his  vifage  from  far^ 
and  made  an  exprefs  image  of  a  king^  whom  they  honoured^  '  • 
to  the  end  that  by  their  forwardnefs  they  might  flatter 
him  that  was  abfent^  as  if  he  was  prefent^  This  was 
moft  certainly  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  deification  of 
kings,  who  could  not  be  contented  with  being  Icfs  than 
gods.  Th?  feme  author  *affigns  two  other  reafons  for 
this  pradice,  which  muft  ftrongly  co-operate  with  the 
former  j  firft,  «  The  grief  of  a  parent  for  his  child,  un^ 
"  timely  fnatched  away,  whofe  image  he  may  have  been 
<*  tempted  to  honour  as  God,  when  dead,  and  to  de- 
**  liver  to  thofe  beneath,  or  in  Aibjedion  to  him,  ce- 

f  Set  before,  raffim.  ^  S^  vol.  ii.  p.  282, 283.  in  the 

notes.  '  Pride  Aux,  ubi  fup.  s  Wifd.  of  Solomon, 

4v.  14,  16,  17.  «  Ibid.  ver.  15.  18,  19,  20,  ai. 
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*«  rcmonies  and  facrifices  of  duty  and  commemoration  ^  '* 
and  fccondly,  "  The  (kill  of  the  workman,  who   by    his 
**  art  might  greatly  contribute  to  the  deception   of  the 
*'  ignorant  ;    for  that,  ambitious   to  flatter   fome    great 
*«  man,  he  may  have  exerted  all  in  his  power  to  reprcfent 
«'  him  beyond  what  he  truly  was ;  and  fo,  by  the  beauty 
*'  of  his  work,  captivate  and  delude  the  unwary  multi- 
*'  tude,  who  took  him  now  for  a  god,  whont  a  little  bc- 
^'  fore  they  honoured  but  as  man  ;  and  that  tjius  men, 
*'  fubjeft  cither  to  calamity  or  tyranny,  afcribed  unto 
*'  ftones  and  ftocks  the  incommunicable  name  of  God." 

Such  were  the  caufes  of  idolizing  dead  men,  tyranny, 
immoderate  affedlion,  and  the  exquifite  (kill  of  the  w^ork- 
inan.     That  the  AJfyriam  and  Babylonians  were,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  obnoxious  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  muft  appear 
by  the  hiftories  of  their  feveral  kings,  who  feem,  at  ieaft, 
to  have  been  as  abfolute  tyrants  as  were  ever  i\iS$itd  t€> 
live  :  and  that  they  did  give  into  this  error,  is  ][ilaln,  botli 
by  facred  and  proijane  writers ;  the  latter,  for  the  moft 
part,  aflerting,  that,  the  JJfyrians  were  the  people  who  firft 
deified  their  kings  ;  though,  that  this  was  falfe,  we  have 
feen  in  the  hiftoryof  the  Syrians  ". 
Pal  meant     HowEVER,  it  was  an  opinion,  that  Ninus  was  the  firft 
iy  Belus.  who  fet  up  images  to  be  wdrlhiped,  and  particularly  one 
to  his  father  Belus  %   and  granted  privileges  and  pardons 
to  thofe  who  reforted  to  it.     Who  this  Minus  ihould  have 
been,  but  Ti^lath-pileferj  the  fon  of  Pul  or  Belus  in  Scri- 
pture, we  know  not  :  and  therefore  we  muft  conclude, 
that  Pul  was  the  firft  that  was  worfcipcd  in  thefe  parts  as 
god  ;  and  that  con(equently  he,  who  was  the  undoubted 
founder  both  of  the  JJJyrian  and    Babylonian  empires, 
and  no  other,  was  the  boafted  Belus  of  the  later  Babylo- 
niansy  PhcBnicianSy  and  others,  over  whom  the  dependents 
of  his  family  extended  the  dominion  he  had  founded. 
Bis  tern*       This  Belus  had  a  temple  erected  to  him  in  the  city  of 
fig,  Babylon^  and  was  revered  as  their  primary  god,  he  being 

the  firft  founder  of  all  the  JJfyrian  and  Babylonian  gran- 
deur, and  fource  of  all  the  reverence  and  adoration  claimed 
by  his  fucceflbrs,  both  at  Babylon  and  Nineveh,  To  him 
they  erciSed  the  tower  we  have  formerly  defcribed,  fo  fa- 
mous in  all  ages  fitice ;  though  it  fhould  feem,  that  the  ho- 
nour of  this  tower  or  temple  was  meant  to  bd  divided  be- 
tween him  and  the  true  God.     This  building,  as  we  have  * 

'»  See  vol.  ii.  p.  282,  283,  in  the  notei.  «^  Ambr.Ih 

epiil.  «d  Roman,  c.  i. 
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obferved  before,  confifled  of  eight  towers  raifed  upon  one 
another;  and  in  the  uppermou  was  a  bed  magnificently 
fet  forth,  and  a  golden  table  near  it,  J)ut  no  image  7  ^  nor 
virsis  any  body  fuffered  to  be  here  in  the  night  but  a  parti- 
cular woman,  who,  as  the  priefts  gave  out,  was  in  an 
efpecial  manner  preferred  by  the  god  before  all  others  (O).  Par/fy 
In  this  place  they  taught  that  he  ufed  to  come  and  repofe  ertaed  t9 
himfelf  * ;  fo  tjiat  they  muft  have  confidered  him  as  the  ^i^>  ^nd 
Aipreme  God,  who  either  could  not  be  reprefented,  or  p^tly  t& 
*^7^ould  not  bear  fuch  jprefumption  in  them  as  to  offer  at  it.  ''^'  ''*«' 
But  beneath  this  there  was  another  temple,  where  there  ^^^* 
v^as  a  gigantic  image  of  Jupiter  [Belus]^  all  of  gold,  with 
a  table  before  him^  all  of  the  fame  metal ;  his  throne  was 
gold  alfo,  as  was  all  the  furniture  about  him  5  infomuch 
that  the  whole  Work  was  valued  at  800  talents  of  gold  K 
This,  it  feems,  was  not  the  only  ftatue  in  this  temple ;  for 
we  think  we  read  of  another,  all  of  folid  gold,  and  twelve 
cubits  in  height  ^ ;  but,  whether  our  author  really  defigns 
to  defcribe  two  diftin£t  idols,  by  giving  the  weight  of  the 
one,  and  the  dimenfions  of  the  other,  or  whether  he  gives 
the  weight  and  dimenfions  above,  as  bdonging  to  one  and' 
the  fame,  is  not  quite  clear. 

However,  this  great  "Jutiury  who  we  think  cannot 

be  anv  other  than  the  great  Pul^  or  BeluSy  by  being  thus 

placed  in  fubordination,  it  feems,  to  the  great  and  fupreme 

God,  was  exalted  to  the  utmoft  height  they  could  raifc 

him ;  for  by  this  they  muft,  to  all  appearance,  have  im* 

plied,  that  lielm^  or  Pa/,  divided  the  empire  of  the  uni- 

vcrfe  with  him,  and  that,  as  he  was  Lord  above,  the 

other  was  lord  below;  that,  as  the  former  was  the  God 

of  heaven,  the  other  was  at  leaft  delegated  god  on  earthy. 

and  invefted  with  all  power  here,  by  the  immediate  ap-* 

pointment  of  the  invifible  Ruler  of  all  things^     Thus 

much,  we  think,  we  may  infer  from  the  account  we  have 

of  the  temple  of  Babylon  {^)\  and  the  rather,  as  it  is  of 

a  piece 

y  Hbrodot.  1.  i.  c.  180.  *  Idem  ibid.  c.  1  %%\ 

•  Idem  ibid.  c.  183,  <>  Idem  ibid. 

\      (O)  The  Babylonians^  it  is  ther  or  no  tfic  Babylonians  did 

plain,  muft  have  attributed  to  not  adually  meaff  the  fun,  ra- 

him  what  the  Egyptians  did  to  ther  than  God  fiimfelf.    We 

their  god  Cmpb  (65).  are  told,  they  never  reprefent- 

(P)  Itmay  bedifputed^whe-  ed  the  fun^  or,  at  leaft,  that 

(6$)  <^^  W.  X*  ^.  469. 
Vol.  IV*  A  a  the 
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a  piece  with  their  other  fupcrftitions,  and  fuits  the  cha- 
rade r  of  their  firft  warrior  Belus. 
The  t'-jjo        As  there  were  two  eods  in  this  temple  and  tovirer, 
altars,and  there  belonged  to  it  alfo  two  altar^ ;  they  flood  without, 
the  differ-  ^^^  Qf  gold,  of  a  moderate  fize,  and  another  much  larger  ; 
ent/acrt'  ^^^^  ^g  golden  altar  none  but  fucking  viflims  might  be 
fices  upon    facrificed  c,  and  on  the  great  one,  none  that  were  not 
*^^'         full-grown  ^  ;  concerning  which,  we  leave  the  reader  to 
make  his  own  conje£lures,  only  obferving,  that  as  they 
were  evidently  two  diftin<a  gods  they  facrificed  to,  the 
gplden  altar  icems  to  have  been  devoted  to  the  fupreme 
God,  and  the  other  to  his  fubordinate  7<^^'^^r »  for  by 
the  fucking  viftims  they  feem  to  have  meant,  that  they 
peculiarly  belonged  to  him  as  the  nourifher  of  ail  things, 
and  that  the  full-grown  ones  bebg  brought  to  the  per- 
fefiion  he  defigned  them,  he  committed  them  to  the  care 
and  government  of  his  vicegerent  below,  who  therefore 
had  none  but  full-grown  creatures  facrificed  to  him.  But» 
as.  here  they  plainly  facrificed  to  them  feparately,  they  at 
other  times  feem  to  have  facrificed  to  them  in  common  : 
for  the  priefts  reckoned,  that  they,  every  year,  .upon  the 
great  altar,  burnt  100,000  talents  of  libanotus,  or  precious 
incenfe  « :  this  may  feem  to  have  been  intended  for  both  ; 
but,  that  it  may  as  likely  have  been  intended  as  an  acknow- 
legement  froqi  Belus  to  the  God  above  him,  might   be 
conjeSured,  were  we  fond  of  fuch  conje£lures. 

OUCH  was  the  god  Belus  among  the  Babylonians^  and 
luch  his  temple,  and  the  rank  he  held  m  it  \  but,  that  he 

^  Herodot.  1.  I,  c.  183.  <*  Idem  ibid.  «  Idem 

iBid. 

the  Syrians  never  did  (66),  who  top  of  this  tower,  as  we  have 

derived  their  religion  from  thefe  feen;   they  never  could  bave 

people,  concluding  it  ridicaloui  perfaaded  the  people  to  that 

to  repr efent  what  was  fo  glo-  abfurdity ;  fo  that,  if  they  had 

rioufly  confpicuous  (tj) :  and  not  an  immediate  view  tp  the 

We  have  fuppofed,  that  they  great  God,  in  thtis  leaving  his 

fometimes  paid  adoration   to  temple  free  from  images,  they 

the  fun  and  moon  immediately  muft  have  defigned  it  for  the 

(68) ;   but  it  does  not  feem  intelligence  ofthe  fan;  and  that 

likely,  that  thefe  Babylonians  may,  with  them,  have  amount- 

ihouid  ever  give  it  out,  that  the  ed  pretty  mach  to  the  fiune 

fun  himfelf  was  wont  to  come  thing, 
and  repofe  himfelf  upon  the 

(66)  Sec  vqI.  it.  ^.  Z%S*  (67]  Bid,  (68)  Uid,  f,  284. 
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was  the  inventor  of  afirology,  as  fome  would  ^  have  it, 
nuift  not  be  wondered  at,  after  what  has  been  attributed 
to  his  daughter-in-law  Simiramisy  as  we  have  partly  feen 
already  S,  and  fball  fee  further  in  a  more  proper  placr. 
This  Bdus  or  Baal  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the 
others  we  read  of  in  Scripture,  before  the  rife  of  the  Jf* 
fyrian  empire,  as  the  Baal-peor  of  the  M^ahites  *»,  the 
Baal^  or  MeUcb^  of  the  Amtmnites  ^ ;  the  title  fignifxes 
lord  with  all  thefe  people,  who  are  tbofc  particularly  that 
arc  faid  to  have  pajfed  their  feed  ihro'  fire^  and  meant  there* 
by  the  fun,  whofe  beat  being,  as  it  were,  the  life  of  all 
things,  they  acxounted  the  beat  of  fire  to  be  facred ;  which 
muft  hav^  been  one  of  die  firfl  dofirincs  of  the  Sabians  ia 
Chaldaa  (Q^),  by  whom,  as  we  have  faid,  this  error  was 
firft  broached,  and  communicated,  by  degrees,  to  the  na- 
tions round   about.     This  appears   by  what  we  read  of 
Abraham^  who  left  his  country  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Euphrates y  fdr  the  idolatries  of  the  land^  and,  to  avoid 
them,  came  into  the  land  of  Canaan^  where  he  found  the 
fent'unents  and  practices  of  men  more  conformable  to  re* 
ligion,  and  the  duties  we  owe  to  God  ;  for  Melchifedek 
'  was  then  alive  k  Canaariy  and  fliled  the  pried  of  the  Moft 
High  God  ;  and  the  people  there  were,  for  the  moft  part, 
id  a  fiate  of  purity  in  matters  of  religion,  as  all  the  na* 
tions  about  muft  aJfo  have  been  ;  nay,  in  thefe  days  we 
io  not  find,  that  even  Egypt  wz»  much,  if  at  all,  infed^-     ^ 
cd  with  idolatry  ;  the  dirge  of  the  Greeh  againft  the 
Egyptians^  as  the  iirft  authors  of  idolatry,  is  plainly  con- 
futed by  the  book  of  Genefis^  which  fufficiently  informs 
us,  that,  while  the  country  on  the  other  fide  of  the  £«- 
fhrates  was  thoroughly  polluted  with  all  abominations^ 
the  countries  on  this  fide  were,  as  yet,  ftrangcrs  to  theou 
Nothing  then  is  plainer,  than  that  the  religion  of  the 
Moahites^  Ammonites^  Midmnites^   Edomites^  Amaleiites^ 
Canaanites,  and  PhiliftineSy  was  only  the  oli  Sabiani^Yh* 
gion  of  the  Cbaldees  ^, 

^  Plin.  hift.  nat.  1.  vi.  c.  26.  «  Sec  beforc,v  in  the 

notes,  p.  280,  &  leq.  ^  See  vol.  ii.  p.  125.  *  Ibid, 

p.  140.  ^  See  before,  in  thereUgion&of  the 

Mffabites^  Ammonites,  Midianites,  Edmites,  &c.    p.   125,   9c 
feq. 

(Q^)  The  religion  of  ihe    as  we  fliall  obfcrve  a  little  fa^- 
Magmns,  who  worfhiped  Btff,    thier.pn  in  this  fcdion. 


was  derived  from  the  Sabians, 
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BuT>  upon  the  building  of  Babylon  by  the  AJfyrians^ 
the  old  religion,  it  feems,  fell  into  fome  difcredit»  and 
cfpccially  the  more  inferior  branches  of  it ;  nor  can    it 
well  be  doubted,  but  that,  if  ever  they  had,  before  the 
days  of  P«/,  deified  any  heroes,   he  muft   have  foared 
above  them  all,  fince  they  were  not,  properly  fpeaktng, 
Babylonian  gods,  the  city  of  Babylon  not  being  built  in  their 
time.     For  all  authors  allow  Belus  to  have  been  the  tm- 
mediate  founder  of  the  AJfyrian  greatnefs,  and  therefore 
deified  :  who  this  Belm  was,  we  may  find  in  Scripture  ^  $ 
and  what  we  find  there  is  confirmed  hy  Piolemy*%  canon  ; 
and  therefore  we  are  not  to  look  fo  far  back  at  Nimrodj 
or  any  man  elfe  that  lived  a  thoufand  years  or  more  after 
him.     From  what  we  have  faid  it  appears,  that  by  Bely  or 
Baal^  the  Babylonians  undeiftood  either  die  fun,  or  their 
founder  Pul ;  but,  whether  or  no  they  transformed  him 
into  the  fun,  or  whether  they  kept  the  worfhip  of  their 
planet,  and  their  hero,  fo  diftind  as  never  to  confound 
them  with  each  other,  is  a  queftion  which  we  will  not 
take  upon  us  to  decide* 
Succoth         The  deity  next  in  order  to  this,  feems  to  have  been 
fieiroth,     the  Venus  of  later  days  in  the  Weft ;  and,  that  flie  was 
/^^Affyri-  no  other  than  the  goddefs  Jftarte  of  the  Phoenicians j  may 
anVctatis.  be  gathered  from  what  follows.     Succoth  Benoth  is  men-  * 
tioned  as  an  idol  of  the  Babylonians  P,  though  it  was  ratber 
the  (hrine  or  fhrines  of  an  idol  belonging  to  fome  deity» 
which  deity  we  have  fince  tranilated  into  Fenus ;  for  the 
import  of  the  word  is,  the  tabernacles  of  Bemtby  or,  the 
tabernacles  of  the  daiightersQ;   though  there  are  thofe 
who  render  it,  a  tabernacle  of  wings  %  and  fuppofe  the 
idol  itfelf  to  have  been  reprefented  as  an  hen  brooding  over 
her  chickens,  and  that  (he  was  defigned  in  honour  of  the 
confiellation  called  vulgarly  the  hen  and  chickens,  but 
more  learnedly,  the  Pleiades  ;  but  this  feems  an  idle  and 
quite  groundkfs  notion.    It  is  more  likelv,  that  thefe  ta- 
hernacles  of  the  daughters  belonged  to  I^enusy  whom  the 
Babylonians  ftiled  Mylitta »,    fignifying  mother ^   and  the 
'Gre'eh  Urania ;  for  it  was  to  her  that  the  daughters  or 
women  of  the  country  were,   once  in  their  life-time, 
bound  to  make  a  facrifice  of  their  modefty  and  virtue ;  a 
practice  which  we  fhall  find  among  the  cuftoms  of  this 

.    ^  See  before  in  theiiotes,  p.  309.  p  2  Kings  xvii.  30. 

<  Vid.  Selden  de  diis  Syr.  fyntagm.  ii.  c.  7.  '  Kimch. 

^  Jarchi,  apad  eund.  ibid.        I  Hkrodot.  1. 1.  c.  131. 

people. 
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people.    From  this  pradice  ^  learned  writer  ^  thioks  he 
jnay  weB  conclude  the  AJ^iav  Benotb  to  have  been  no 
other  than  Venus  \  nay,  he  derives  the  latter  name  from  Tbt  deri* 
the  former,  by  changing  the  B  into  t/,  and  T  into  5,  'vation  of 
and  thereby  forming  Vem5(Vi)y    This  opinion  is,  in  feme  ^be  name 
degree,  countenanced  by  Suidasj  who  (eems  to  call  the  ^f  yenos# 
AJfyrian  goddefi  Binot « ;  we  may  add,   that  in  Africa ' 
^  was  a  town  called  Sicca  Venerea  w,  with  a  teniple,   in 
which  women  were  obL'ged  to  purchafe  their  marriage-. 
money  by  the  proftitution  of  th«ir  bodies  ^.     This  prac^ 
tice  obferved  here  in  honour  of  Venus^  and  fo  near  akin  to 
that  which  obtained  among  the  Babylonians  in  honour 
of  their  Succoth  Benotb^  is  a  ftrong  proof,  that  they  were 
pne  and  the  fame  goddefs ;  nay,  and  that  the  name  of 
Sicca  Venerea  was  formed  from  that  of  Succoth  Benotb. 
This  goifsdefs  had  a  temple  at  Aphacy  ztBahylon^j  and  pro- 
bably iti  other  places  $  but,  for  the  convenience  of  thofe 
who  had  no  fuch  temples  among  them,  the  priefts,  it 
feems,  carried  about  fmall  tabernacles,  or  models  of  dif- 
ferent temples,  confulting,  at  the  fame  time,  the  devotion 
of  the  people,  and  their  own  intereft. 

This  god  or  goddefs  (for  fhe  is  underftood  to  have  Both  maf- 
been  both  Mars  and  Venus)  ^  though  here  placed  fecond  to  ^uUne  a>i4 
Belusy  is -generally  underftood  to  have  been  of  much  great- /<r/«i«w, 
er  antiquity  than  he  ;  but  this  opinion  is  grounded  upon  a 
fuppodtion,  that  the  profane  hiftorians,  poets,  and  mytho* 
logifts,  are  not  out  in  their  computations.    If  that  fmppofi- 
tion  be  allowed,  the  authority  of  J?/^Z(;'/»i  is  alleged  to  prove 
her  antiquity;  for  that  poet  calls  Phcemce  the  land  of 
Aphrodite  or  Venus  ^  5  and  his  fcholiaft  adds,  that  it  was 
called  facred  to  her  on  account  of  her  temple  at  Aphac 
But  this  argument  carries  no  great  ftrength  with  it ;  for 
the  AjfyrianSy  of  whom  the  Phoenicians  had  this  Venus^ 
are  not,  and  confequently  neither  is  their  goddefs,  near  fo 
^tiei|t  as  is  pretended. 

t  SuDBM  de  diis  Syr.  fyntag.  ii.  c.  7.  "  Suidas,  ad 

vocem.  ^  Valer.  Maxim,  h  ii.  c.  6.  .     *  Idem 

ibid.        '  Herodot.  1.  i.  c  199.        *  In  Suppljcib. 

(R)  Vojius  (69)  fabfcribes    though  whh  no  great  ftren^th 
to  this.     Beyer  J  in  his  addita'    of  argiunent. 
^tenta  to  Selden^   difputes  it, 

(69)  Dt  idaUlaU 
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We  have  fccn  by  fame  parallel  circumftances,    that 
flic  was,  to  all  appearance,  the  fame  with  the  Phcenicia^m 
Jjiarte'y  and  we  (hall  produce  fcveral  others,  to  confirm 
it.    In  the  mean  time,  to  begin  with  this  "Benothy  from 
whom  the  whole  tribe  of  gfeat  ^oddefles  feem  to  be  de* 
rived;  (he  is  called  the  celeflial  r>«j/T,  and  faid  to  have 
"been  firft  of  all  worfbiped  by  the  AJJyrians  c  ;  whereby 
though  our  author  probably  means  the  Syrians  properly  fo 
called,  we  (hall  plainly  difcover,  that  the  former  were 
the  (irft  authors  of  this  worfhip,  and  tranfmitted  it  to  the 
A  rite  in   latter.     This  goddefe  was  of  both  fexes  ;  and  accordingly 
tbi  nuor-   fhe  was  worihiped  by  her  votaries  fometime^  in  the  attire 
Jhipof  theoi  men,  and  fometimes  in  that  of  women'*,   the  men 
Aflyrian    and  women  mutually  changing  dreffes  with  each  other  « | 
or  Baby-  whence  it  is  fuppofcd,  that  Mofes  forbids  ^  the  Hvoman  to 
Ionian Vc-  v)ear  what  pertaineth  to  the  man^  or  a  man  to  put  on  a  wo^ 
""*•  marfs  garment.     According  to  this,  the  worlhip  of  this 

planet,  or  idol,  muft  have  been  of  very  antient  date  \  and 
that  the  words  of  the  text  before  us  are  meant  of  this 
mode  of  worfhiping,  is  underAood  by  Maimonides  s,  who 
obfcrves,  that  in  jhe  book  of  magic,  compofed  by  one 
Centirj  as  he  calls  him,  it  is  written,  that  a  man  fliould 
put  on  the  flowered  garments  of  a  woman,  when  he  flood 
before  the  ftar  of  l^enusy  and  a  woman  the  arms  and  ar- 
mour of  a  man,  when  fhe  flood  before  the  ftar  calkd 
Mars  i ;  and  hence  the  AJfyrian  pricfts  are  faid  ^  to  have 
been  unfit  to  wait  on  the  ^3ddefs  Venus^^  except  they  effe- 
minated their  countenance,  and  aflumed  all  the  foftnefs 
and  drefs  of  a  woman.     A  Greek  author  ',  who  calls  her 
the  moon,  fays,  that  men  facrificed  to  her  in  the  habit  of 
wopien,  and  women  in  the  habit  of  men  5    becaufe  flic 
was  both  mafculine  and  feminine ;  whereby  it  is  plain, 
that  he  fpeaks  of  the  Affyrian  Venus.     That  this  Urania^ 
or  celeftial  Venusy  of  the  AJfyrians  was  the  moon,  cannot 
be  doubted  by  the  rank  (he  holds  next  to  Bel^  or  the  fun ; 
that  flie  was  likewife  the  Syrian  goddefs,  is  no  lefs  plain 
from  the  defcription  we  have  of  the  lattter,  and  alfo  from 
iier  rites.  /  ' 

^  Pausak.  in  Attic.  ^  Vid.  Selden  de  diis  Syr.  fyn- 

tigm.  ii*-c.  4.  •  Vid.  eainl.  ibid.  f  Deuteron, 

xxii.  5.  ^  Jn  more  fteVoch.  part  iii.  c.  38.  *  Mai- 

MONID.  ubi  fup.  ^  Jul.  FiRMic.  c.  4,  '  Philo^ 

CHOR.  apudMacrob.  Saturnal.  iii.  c.  8. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C.  IX.      The  Hijiory  of  the  Babylonians;  359 

She  was  called  Juno^  and  her  ftatue  was  contrived  (oShe  is  thg 
as   to  partake  of  Minerva^  VenuSj  Luna^  Rhea^  Diana^fame  ^witb 
Nenufis^  and  the  Defiinies^  as  if  flie  included  them  M -^  ^be  great 
and   that  (he  did,  has  been  fufficiently  proved  by  great  Syrian 
men".     She  was  drawn  or  fupported  by  lions,  had   rays^^^^^'^A 
on  her  head,  and  a  tower,  and  was  girt  with  the  ceftus 
or  girdle  of  the  celeftial  Venus,     As  fhe  was  defigned  fpr 
the  foiirce  of  all  idolatry,  with  refpeil  to  the  female  fex  5 
we  find  her  to  have  been  equally  honoured  by  Egyptians ^ 
Indiansy  Ethiopians^  AtedeSj  Armenians ^  and  Bahylonians  o, 
\¥ba  all  came  in  pilgrimage  to  this  mighty  goddefs  of  Hie- 
rapolisy  or  the  Holy  City^  which,  in  this  refpeft,  fcems  to 
have  fucceeded  the  city  of  Babylon  ;  whence  (he  had  been 
hs^iih^d  by  the  Per/tans.     Her  eunuch-priefts,  by  taking 
on  them  the  habit  and  ofiices  of  women  P,  declare  her  to 
have  been  one  and  the  fame  with  the  AJfyrian  Mylitta ; 
and  the  Babylonians ^  by  paying  liberal  contributions  to 
her,  abundantly  confirm  it. 

If  it  is  plain  on  one  fide,  that  this  great  Syrian  goddlsfs  she  is  the 
was  no  other  than  the  celeftial  Fenus  of  the  Affyrians^  it  is  fame  luitb 
no  lefs  manifeft  on  the  other,  that  ibe  muft  have  been  the  />&/Aflarte 
Phoenician  AJlarte.     We  have  feen  her  the  queen  of  hea-  of  the 
ven^  the  moon,  Lucifery  Juno^  Venus ^  Minerva^  and  7^,  Phoenici- 
and  married  to  an  AJfyrian.     We  have  feen  her  the  god-  ans. 
deis  of  pleafure,  and  the  god  of  war,  and  accordingly 
addreiTed  to  under  both  fexes.  It  would  therefore  be  need- 
'  lefs  to  allege  the  monftrous  effeminacies  ^i  the  men  at 
Aphacy  or  the  mercenary  proftitution  of  the  women  at 
Byblusy  to  prove  that  the  one  of  thefe  goddefles  is  a  faith- 
ful copy  of  the  other. 

Nor  (hall  we  find,  that  the  Atargatisy  or  DerceiOy  of  ^he  is  ibe 
the  proper  Pala/iine  in  general,  or  of  Afcalon  in  particular, yj,;„^  r^j^ith 
was  any  other  than  the  Babylonian  or  AJfyrian  Venus.  Derceto 
For  although  flie  is  fuppofed  diftinA  from  the  great  V^nnsy  of  Afca- 
and  is  faid  to  have  incurred  her  difpleafure,  and  in  confe-  Ion. 
quence  of  that  to  have  been  transformed  into  a  fiih ;  the 
worihip  that  was  paid  to  fifihes,  under  the  eye  of  the.greac 
oroddets  at  Hierapolisy  declares  Derceto  and  the  Babylonian 
Venus  to  have  been  one  and  the  fame  deity :  and  this  is 
not  conje<3ure  only ;  for  a  very  judjcious  author  afiures  us^ 
that  Atargatis  was  worihiped  at  Hierapolis  ;  and  thereby 

^  Vid.  LiL.  Gyrald.  de  diis  gent.    Selden,  de  diis  Syr. 
Vos.  de  idololat.  <*  Vol.  ii.  p.  ^3,  &  feq.  p  Ibid. 

P-  334»  &  feq- 
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makes  her  the  fame  with  the  Syrian  godde6  ^.    Others 
are  of  the  fame  opinion  l>,  and  among  them  Macrobius  <^, 
who  ftiles  her  the  mother  of  the  gods,  Afiarte^  and  the 
HUrapolitan  or  Affyrian  goddefe.   In  ihort,  Atargatis  was 
Venus y  Juno^  Minerva  ^  AfiarUiht  Syrian  epddtb^^   and 
confequently  the  celcftial  Fenus  of  the  Affyrtans.     So  that 
we  fee  her  the  fame  goddefs  tranlportcd  from  the  banks  6f 
the  Euphrates^  into  which  flie  b  faid  firft  to  have  plunged 
herfelf  to  efcape  tlic  fury  of  the^  inexorable  TyphonQi)  5 
and  butjuft  varied  fo  far  as  to  leave  room  for  c^ch  parti- 
cular country  to  brag  of  her  origin.     So  the  Syrians^  who 
*  feem  to  have  received  her  firft,  and  were  neareft  to  the 
place  of  her  native  abode,  preferved  her,  it  is  likely,  in 
the  moft  genuine  form  5  the  Phoenicians^  'who  were  ncxt^ 
altered  her  no  farther  than  to  make  her  a  Pheenician  ;  and 
the  Philijiinesy  or  Afcalonites,  who  were  a  little  farther 
off,  that  they  too  might  make  her  their  own,  turned  her 
|nto  a  inonfter,  woman  upwards,  and  fifh  downwards  9  ; 
and,  rather  than  not  have  her,  were  willing  to  allow  her 
to  have  been  in  fubordination  to  fome  other  goddefs,  who 
had  fuch  a  power  over  her  as  to  chaftife  her  by  a  chahge 
from  her  firft  (hape  h. 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  worfhip  paid  to  this  goddefi 
came  originally  froni  AJfyria  and  Babylonia  \  and  was  efta- 
bliftied  in  the  countries  we  have  mentioned,  by  the  pre-  ' 
vailing  power  of  tbofe  two  empires  j  but  Acy  being  over- 
turned by  the  Perjians^  who  had  an  averfion  to  Sabianifm, 
each  of  them,  forgetting  the  fource  whence  they  derived 
their  fuperftitions,  claimed  them  as  peculiar  to  thcmfclves, 
,  ^nd  new- modelled  them  accordingly. 

Jhiped'as  A^!^  ^^^  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  inquire,  how  far  the 
'Scniira-  f^^^^^^**^^  concerning  Semiramis  agrees  With  what  we  are 
,j[)g  told  of'  this  goddefs.     In  this  inquiry  we  fhall  find  fcvc- 

fal   circumftalnccs  concurring    to  make   us   believe  ihe 
w^s  worftipcd  as  the  fupreme  goddefs  of  the  Bahylonhms. 

»  Strabo,  1.  xvi.  p.  748.  *»  Plin.  hift.  nat.  1.  v.  c.  23. 

<  Macrob.  in  Saturn,  i.  c.  23.  '  ^  Vid.  Selden,  bW  fup. 

^  Mattil.  aftronom.  iv.  *  Sec  vol.  ii.  f.zzi,  attd  in  the 

fiotes,  ibid.      '        ^  Sec  above,  p.  280. 

(S)  We  fee  here  Typhon  in-  by  fome  paralld  circumftanccs, 

troduccd  into  the  Babylonian  that  there  was  no  very  wide    ^  , 

-  bythology,  thpugh  be  was  an  difference  between  the  religiwls       ) 

£{yptian  \  but  we  may  perceive,  of  the  two  ^ti9n8. 
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We  have  fecn  her  born  of  a  goddefs  at  Afcalm^  who, 
for  the  fliame  of  conceiving  her,  plunged  herfelf  into  a 
Jake,  and  Became  a  fifli^  5  and  hence  fiftes  are  faid  to  have 
been  worfiiipcd.  We  h^ve  fcen  her  miraculoufly  fed  by 
doves  or  pigeons  in  a  defcrt  P;  and  hence  that  bird  became 
^iacred.  We  have  feen  \t  foretold,  that  (he  ihould  not 
die,  but  vanifli  from  the  fight  of  men,  and  obtain  divine 
honours  from  the  AJiafic  nations.  We  have  fcen  it  was 
pretended  (he  diftppearcd  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  and  went 
bff  attended  by  a  flight  of  them ' ;  and  hence  another 
reafon  is  given  why  the  dove  became  facred.  We  have 
fcen  her  the  abandoned  proftituteS  and  the  martial  he- 
roine t ;  and  hence  fhc  may  have  been  the  cdeftial  Venus 
adored  under  both  fexes,  and  the  Phoenician  AJiarte^  now 
painted  in  armour,  and  now  reprefented  as  the  patronefs 
of  lewdnefs  and  effeminacy.  In  (hort  we  have  feen  her 
the  firft  that  made  eunuchs ;  and  hence  we  may  have 
the  origin  of  the  cunuch-priefts,  ot, Gallic  who  attend- 
ed upon  the  Syrian  goddefs ;  which  was  certainly  more 
probable  than  what  is  pretended  in  the  idle  ftory  of  Com- 
babus  and  Straionice,  who  lived  fome  hundred  years  after 
Semiramis, 

t  n^f^r^  ^^^  whole,  we  may  well  conclude,  that  the  ce- 
leftial  Fenus  of  the  Affyrians,  the  Ajiarte  of  the  Fho:- 
nutans^  and  the  Dercetp  or  Aiargatis  of  the  later  Phi- 
Ujiines^  were  all  derived  from  Semiramis^  or  whatever  elfe 
her  true  name  was,  the  firft  foundrefs  of  Babylon  ;  who 
feems  to  have  been  tranflated  into  the  queen  of  heaven.  - 
the  moon,  as  Belus,  or  Pul,  the  firft  A/fyrian  monarch! 
was  mto  the  fun  ;  that  alt  the  J^piters  and  Junos,  and 
the  reft  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  once  mortal,  or 
converfant  here  on  earth,  are  derived  from  this  fource; 
and  that,  on  ihvs  AJ^rian  ox  Babylonian  foundation,  the 
whole  fuperftruaure  of  the  Greek  polytheifm  and  idolatry 
was  raifed.  For  the  Greeks  had  their  religion  from  the 
PW/^«x  partly  and  partly  from  iht  Egyptians,  who 
had  theirs  originally  from  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  and 
Ttgrts,  as  may  be  sathcred  from  the  religious  ftate  of  the 
countries  on  either  fideof  the^z/^^r^f^,  in  the  days  oUbra^ 
-  bam,  as  we  have  hinted  before.     The  Egyptians  feem,  in 

«  See  before    p.  280.  ,.  '  0  gee  before,  ibid, 

lti:t!^'yt'^^^'''^  _'  See  before,  p.. 96: 


J^See  before,  p.  295.     -  1  See  before,  p.  290,  ^ 

time^ 
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time,  indeed,   to  have  erected  a  fyftem  of -^heir    ootIe^ 
though  not  very  widely  different  from  th^  3abylcniany.  4s 
will  plainly  appear,  if  we  compare  thenv  together.     Tl<e 
Phoenicians y  who  had  equally  communication  with    ihs 
two  nations,  feem  to  have  mixed  b^  fyftcms :  in  £horC^ 
JjiartCy  who  was  the  celeftial  Venm  of  the  BahyUniunsy 
was  alfo  the  Egyptian  goddefs  IJis^  there  being  fcarcc  any 
difference  between  thefe  two.  great  and  antient  nations,  in 
the  main  points  of  religion,  or  with  refpeA  to  their  cbiief 
and  favourite  gods,  except  in  the  names  they  h^ve  conferred 
on  them,  in  order  to  appropriate  them  to  themfelves.     No- 
thing appears  in  hiftorv  more  plain,  th^  a  perfedl  unifornok*- 
icy  in  the  fundamentals  of  religion  aii^ong  the  nations  on 
both  fides  the  Euphrates.     If,  therefore,  we  fix  the  place 
whence  they  were  branched,  which  fce  think  w«  hstve 
done,  we  have,  at  the  fame  time,  a  clue  at  hand  to  gui4e 
us  through  the  immenfe  labyrinth  of  heathenifm  aod  ido- 
latry ;  but,  for  want  of  this  certain  ftand  to  take  the  fur- 
vey  from,  for  want  of  a  due  attention  to  the  natural  pro- 
greis  of  idolatry,  but  efpecially  by  no^  accommodating  the 
fabulous  writings  of  profane  authoM  to  the  infallible  ora- 
cles of  Scripture,  which  plainly  points  out  to  us,  who  were 
the  firft  great  AJfyrians  Or  Babylonians  that  were  deified 
and  tranffated,    our  mythologifts  have  rammed  back  to 
N^ahy  to  Nimrodj  and  all  the  poftdiluvian%atriarcbs,   to 
(iifcover  in  them  what  is  defigned  for  men  w»  lived  many 
ages  after  them :  whereby  they  have  moft  ^rangely  per- 
plexed this  part  of  learning,  but  too  intricate  il/elf  ^  and  cail 
an  impenetrable  miil  on  this  part  of  hiflory,  which  ought 
to  be  looked  upon  as  fabulous,  if  we  make  a  few  excep- 
tions, till  about  the  rife  of  the  Babylonian  empire,  in  the 
reign  of  Joftah  king  of  Judab :  fSif  not  only  the  art  or  me« 
thod  of  writing  a  regular  faiftory  was  not  difcovered,  or  at 
leafl  pradifed,  as  fluRild  feem,  iill  the  days  of  Herodotus^ 
who  lived  about  the  middle  of  the  Perjian  empire ;  but  the 
gods  of  all  thefe  nations  being  fuppofed  to  have  been  once 
mere  men,  the  priefls  and  others  had  no  other  way  to  re- 
commend them  to  the  veneration  of  the  people,  but  by 
making  them  antierrtaiid  fabulous,  and  by  that  means  re- 
moving them  as  far  ii|.pofEble  frohi  the  then  race  of  nwn- 
kind.     If  we  had  no  other  inftance  of  this  than  Sanchonia- 
tho's  Pbcenician  hijiory  ^,  it  would  be  abundantly  fufficient 
to  juftify  us  in  what  we  fay  j  and,  if  we  had  no  other  ex- 

?  See  vol.  i.  p.  303, 

ample 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C,^.      5^  Hijlory  of  tb^  Babylonian*:  3  63 

^iMJe  of  this  affectation  than  that  of  the  Syrians  in  thifl 
^M9  of  Jofephus^  boafting  of  the  antiquity  of  their  great 
.  god  Adad^  who  reigned  about  nine  hundred  years  Before 
Christ,  it  might  be  deemed  enough  for  our  purpofe. 
-And  here  we  cannot  but  note  a  common  inaccuracy,  even 
in^  the  moft  learned,  who,  inattentive  to  the  hiftoryof 
-fehe  antient  empire  of  Syria,  fuppofe  thk*Jdad  to  have  Adad  wf - 
"been  an  Afyrian  or  Babylonian  deity  i;  and  for  no  oihex  properly  a 
reafon,  but  becaufe  he  is  by  profane  authors  called  an  AJy-  Babyloni- 
rianj  forgetting  that  the  name  of  Jfyria  extended  itfelf  an  deity. 
aM  over  Syria^  and  the  adjacent  parts-*.     He  was  then,  to 
all  appearance,  no  Babylonian  deity,  but  one  who  had  been 
deified  by  the  antient  Syrians,  and  perhaps  revived  again 
after  the  deftruftion  of  the  Babylonian  empire,  whofe  new 
gods  muft  have  brought  him  into  difcredit,  not  only  as 
having  proved  too  weak  for  the  §ods  of  the  AJfyrians  and 
Babylonians^  but  alfo  as  being  a  ftranger  to  the  people  tranf- 
planted  into  thefe  parts,  in  the  room  of  the  lirft  inhabit- 
ants, by  the  fuccfciTors  oi  Pul    Adad,  thus  degraded,  and 
afterwards  rcinftated,-  was  alfo  the  fun,  as  well  as  Bel  or 
Baal^  OJirisj  and  others.  And  this  is  what  we  have  thought 
ncceff^y  to  premife  to  what  we  (hall  hereafter  fay  of  the 
Greek  mythology.  ^ 

To  return  to  our  celeftIalT^«»r,  or  Syrian  goddefs,  or  Fijhes  and 
Aftarte^  or  Derceto,    or  Semiramis,  we  find  that  fiftes  ^o^ves 
and  doves  w^e  pecifliarly  facred  to  her  5  and,  whence  this  ivorjhiped, 
fupcrffition  took  birth,  we  have  partly  feen  in  the  metamor- tf«i 
phofis  of  Derceto^  and  the  birth,  education,  and  apotheofl^  ^ence. 
of  Semiramis.     We  have  likewife  feen,  that  both  sktA/ea- 
hn  and  Hierapolis  they  were  equally  revered  ;    fo   that 
they  may  well  deferve  to  be  confidered  as  deities  with  this 
people.     As  for  fifiies  in  particular  they  afe  faid  to  have 
been  revered  by  the  Syrians,  or  the  AJfyrians  rather,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  metattiorpholis  above  ^,  but  alfo 
becaufe  they  were  faid  to  have  faved  one  Derce  [Dercetol 
a  daughter  to  Fenus,  who  happened  to  fall  into  the  fca  ; 
or  becaufe  flie  took  refuge  among  the  fifhes,  when  file  fled 
from  Typhon  ^ :  for  it  is  faid,    that  Fenus  and  Cupid  be-  • 
ing  furprifed  by  that  giant  on  the  banks  of  the  EuphraUsy 
they  threw  themfelves  into   the  river^  and  transformed 

*  Vid.  LiL.  Gyrald.  hift.  deor.     Selden,  de  dm  Syrts, 
VossitJM  de  idololat.  '         '^  See  before,  in  the  notes', 

p.  242,  "^  Theon.  apud  Gyrald,  hift,  dcor.  fyntagm. 

j.  p.  85,  »  Manil.  ubi  fup, 

^em* 
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themfclvcs  into  fifhcsT :  in  fhort,  Venus  zt\A  Cupid  are  faid 
to  have  been  tranflated  into  the  zodiacalfign  cMtA  pifces*  : 
fuch  were  the  rcafons  given  why  they  not  only  abnained 
from  fi{hes,  but  even  worfliiped  them.  As  for  doves,  they 
feem  to  have  been  worlhiped  only  as  fymbols  of  the  volup- 
tuous chara£ler  of  their  goddefs  (T). 

$alambo.  Salambo,  as  fhe  is  called  ^,  was  alfo  a  goddefs  of  the 
Affyrians  or  Babylonians  ;  and  is  plainly  Ajlartey  or  fome 
other  goddefs  whom  we  have  (hewn  to  have  been  the  fame 
with  her ;  but  we  particularly  mention  AJiartCy  becaufe 
this  Salamboy  or  Salambas^  is  faid  to  have  been  a  goddels, 
who  was  eternally  roaming  up  and  down,  and  mourning 
her  loft  Adonis  *. 

Sheihacb,  Shach,  Saca^  or  Shejhach^  is  another  god  or  goddefs 
of  the  Babylonians y  as  ufually  reckoned^,  and  fuppo/ed  to 
have  been  the  earth,  the*fame  the  J?^w^«j  afterwards  wor- 
fliiped under  the  name  of  Tellus  and  O^j^ .  and,  if  fo,  fhe 
was  partly  the  fame  with  MylittOj  or  the  Syrian  goddefs, 
whom  we  have  already  feen  under  the  title  of  Rhea^  and 
the  mother  of  the  gods  ^,  in  whom  all  thefe  titles  and 
imaginary  deities  are  faid  plainly  to  have  centred.  Some, 
however,  have  doubted,  whether  flie  was  not  mcA-e  pro- 
perly a  Perftan  than  a  Babylonian  goddefs  S.  But  the  pro- 
phet leaves  no  room  for  fuch  a  doubt,  calling  Babylon  the 
land  of  Shejhach  ^^  before  the  Perjians  arofe  to  any  height 

y  DiOcENET.  apud  Hyoin.  in  aftronom.  *  Vid. 

V088.  de  idoloL  1.  ii.  p.  254.  *>  Hesych.  apud  Seldbn,  & 
alios.  Etymol.  magn.  ad  vocem.  «  Etymol.  magn.  ibid. 

^  Vid.  V08S.  Selden,  &c.  *  Willet  upon  Can.  i.  16. 

f  Sec  before,  p.  358.  «  Vid.  Selden  "de  diis  Syr.  fyO' 

l^gm.  ii.  **  Jer.  li.  41. 

(T)  This  goddefs  is  (aid  to  been  the  fid)iilous  O^nnes  (jz\ 
have  been  produced  from  a  vaft  concerning  which  we  have  no- 
egg,  which,  being  rpllcd  out  thing  to  repeat.  To  animad- 
of  the  water  by  the  fifties  of  the  vert  u^n  fo  ftrange  an  incon- 
EupbratiSt  was  hatched  by  a  fiftency  as  this  feems  to  have 
dove,  who  fat  thereon  (70).  been,  or  to  attempt  to  recon- 
This  mart  be  the  primigenial  cile  the  JJ/^rian  goddefs  into 
egg  mentioned  by  Helladius  the  fame  with  Oannes,  may  be 
(71);  and,  according  to  this,  a  fruitlefs  tafk. 
our  great  goddefs  muft  have 

(70)  NiriJ,  afntd  Vojf.  it  idolpl  U  u.  f*  %%^  (71)  5«  W.  i.  /.  191. 
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of  power^  and  at  a  time  when  Babylon  was  above  receiv-< 
ing  any  thing  of  this  nature  from  them.  In  commemora- 
tion of  this  goddefs,  the  Babylonians  ufed  to  celebrate  a 
feftival  for  feveral  days  together,  which  we  iball  taJce  no- 
tice of  among  the  cuftoms  of  this  people^  4nd  which  con- 
fefledty  gave  birth  to  the  Saturnalia  at  Rome. 

Need,  or  Nabo^  was  alfo  an  JJfyrian  or  Babylonian^^* 
deity  ^ ;  and  partly  of  his  name  are  compounded  the  names 
of  leveral  of  the  Ajfyrian^^xA  Babylonian  kings  :  he  there- 
fore may  be  concluded  to  have  once  been  in  high  account 
with  them ;  and  bids  fair  to  have  been  one  of  their  moft 
antient  eods.  He  Is  thought  to  have  been  the  Chemojhj 
or  the  Baal-piOTy  of  the  moabites.  By  the  prophet  he  is 
joined  with  Bel'^^.znA  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
fun.  If  we  admit  this  fuppofition,  we  mufi  allow  him  to 
have  been  prior  to  Bely  that  is,  according  to  us,  to  the 
deified  Pul^  who  may,  by  the  viciffitude  of  things,  have 
taken  place*of  him.  Some,  from  thofe  two  deities  being, 
joined  together,  conclude  Nebo  to  have  been  the  moon  *», 
iince  Bel  was  undoubtedly  the  fun.  This  Nebo  feenps-  to 
have  been  timous  as  an  oracle,  his  name  being  interpreted 
as  fignifying  prophecy  or  divination  q  :  but  this,  and  what- 
ever elfe  may  be  advanced  concerning  him,  is  too  obicure 
for  us  to  dilate  on  5  all  we  know  for  certain  h^  that  he  was 
one  of  the  gods  of  Babylon. 

However,  if  it  be  true,  that  he  was  the  fame  with  Sardana- 
Chemojhy  or  Baal-peor^  or  Phegor^  and  if  what  is  faid  ofpalus, 
the  obfcene  rites  of  this  god '  be  juft,  we  may  with  fome 
probability  affert,  that  the  famous,  or,  according  to  the 
common  notion,  the  infamous,  Sardanapalus  took  the 
place  of  this  fhamelcfi  idol,  in  the  latter  days  of  the  Jf- 
fyrian  family  ;  and  that,  to  all  appearance,  the  Babyloni- 
ans converted  him  into  this  god,  when  they  deflroyed  the 
city  of  Nineveh  J  and  the  JJfyrian  empire.  For  that  he 
was  a  god  of  theirs,  is  evident  enough,  by  the  place  given 
him  in  the  fame  temple  with  the  Babylonian  Venus  ^t  Hie-^ 
rapolisy  the  Holy^city^.  We  find  him  there  in  a  particu- 
lar habit  and  attitude « 5  and,  as  all  the  kings  of  J/fyria 
were  deified,  he  might  have  been  honoured  as  the  ood  of 
pleafure  and  debauchery.    This  ftems  to  be  mtimafed  by 

*  Ifai.  xlvi.  I.  «  Ibid,  ubi fup.  0  yy 

V08S.  de  idololat.  ^  Hierowym.  in  Ifai.  in  loc.  fup 

dtat.  '  See  vol.  ii.  p.  126.  *  S«^  vol.  ii.  p.  28c.' 

«Ibid. 
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thie  common  way  of  fpelling  his  name,  for  the  moft  pa^re, 
in  antient  manufcripts,  with  a  double  L  ^^  and  feemingly 
■with  an  allufion  to  Phallus^  or  Paljus :  hence  CSc^ro 
thought  his  name  no  lefs  odious  than  his  charader  y  ;  a.nd 
the  friapy  which  flood  near  him,  in  the  temple  at  HUr-dx^ 
polisy  may  have  been  intended  as  a  fymbol  of  his  cha- 
rafter. 

IRach.  Other  gods  the  Babylonians  and  AJfyrians  had,     as 

Rach  \  who  is  generally  thought  to  have  been  intend^f 
for  the  fun,  and  therefore  may  be  ranked  with  the  great 
PuU  or  Belus. 

Nego  and     Nego  «  and  Nergal  were  alfo  gods  of  this  people,    if 

Nergal.     they  were  not  one  and  the  fame  j  but,  as  they  are  gene- 
rally agreed  to  have  been  worfliiped  as  fire,  we  forbear 
'        farther  mention  of  them,  till  we  come  to  the  religion  of 
the  Magians. 

Merodach      Merodach  alfo  was  a  god  at  Babylon  \  but,  concer^i- 
ing  him,  we  are  quite  in  the  dark. 

In  a  word,  we  may  call  in  the  gods  of  the  feveral  na- 
tions, whofe  hiftories  precede  in  this  work,  to  complete  the 
lift  of  the  Babylonian  idols ;  for  they  arc  confcffedly  fpruag 
from  the  city  of  Babylon :  and  hence  it  is,  that  Maimonides^ 
in  fpeaking  of  the  death  of  Thammuz,  who  died  a  nfiartyr 
to  the  Sabian  religion,  relates,  that  all  the  idols  of  the 
world  flew  to  the  great  temple  of  the  fun,  at  Babylon^ 
and  there  mourned  the  death  of  Thammuz. 

Thus  we  have  feen,  that  the  Jupitersy  and  other  gods 
and  goddeffes  of  mortal  origin,  came  from  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  \  and  that,  inftead  of  being  fo 
antient  as  mythologifts  and  hiftorians  make  them,  they  be- 
gan to  be  worfliiped  not  above  900  years  before  the  birth 
of  Christ. 

Fire-^or-      The  Sabiansy  as  well  as  the Magiansy  had  a  veneration 

fifp,  for  fire  ;  and  therefore  we  might  here  cpnfider  them  in 

that  light,  did  we  not  referve  that  fubjeft  for  the  fe£tion 
where  we  fliall  fpeak  of  the  Magian  religion,  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  Perfians. 

The  ftory  of  Bel  and  the  Dragon  «  might  here  claim  a 
place,  were  we  not  well  afTured,  that  the  whole  is  fpurious. 
We  therefore  only   add,    that  by  the  dragon  here  we 

5«  Vid.  Jos.  ScALio.  animadverf.  ad  Graec^  fiufeb.  p.  64. 
y  De  republ.  l.iii.  ^  Vid.  Willet,  ubi  fup.     Selp. 

de  diis  Syris,  fyiitagm.  ii.  c.  17.. .  ^  Vid.  eo!d.  ibid. 
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fhould  underftand  zferpent  or  afp^  which  the  Babylomam 
ufed  as  the  fymbol  of  God,  for  which  they  had  feveral 
reatbns  to  give  ;  as  that  this  creature,  without  the  afSftance 
of  limbs,  and  by  a  kind  of  virtue  or  power  latent  within 
itfelf,  could  not  only  move  at  a  confiderable  rate,  but 
alfo  wind  and  turn  itfelf  into  various  forms  5  that  it  lived 
to  a  great  age,  and,  as  it  were,  renewed  its  life  with  its 
coat  every  year ;  and  that  the  acutenefs  of  its  fight  might 
aptly  enough  qualify  it  to  rcprefent  Divine  Providence,  or 
Gqd  ^.  Other  reafons  were  given,  both  by  the  Babylo- 
nians and  Egyptians^  to  juftify  this  fort  of  worfhipj  but 
we  wave  them,  and  fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  fame  rep- 
tile, as  the  fymbol  of  healfh,  of  prudence,  and  fraud,  was 
worflifped  by  them  *. 

The  Babylonians  agreed  with  the  Egyptians  in  moft  ar- 
ticles of  religion  5  efpecially  in  the  worihip  they  paid  to 
fiflies,  to  the  goat,  and  to  the  onion,  which,  as  mean  an 
objedi  as  it  may  feem,  was  adored  by  both  nations  <>,  for  a 
reaKbn  which  we  have  hinted  at  above  p. 

Of  their  god  Thurras,  Thouriasy  or  Mars^  we 'have 
Ipoken  already  q  5  and  refer  the  reader,  for  the  other  re- 
ligious rites  and  ceremonies  of  this  people,  to  what  we 
have  faid  of  the  religion  of  the  MaabiteSy  Ammonites j  Mi- 
dianites^  Canaanites^  Syrians^  Phosniciansy  and  Ajjy- 
rians,. 

We  have  a  general  view  given  us  of  their  temples,'  idols,  Their  tern- 
and  priefts,  in  the  epiftle  of  Jeremiah '.  Their  idols  were  oipUs^  idols, 
gold,  of  filver,  and  of  wood ;  and  carried  about  in  proceffion,  andfrieft) 
furrounded  with  multitudes  worfhiping  them.   They  were 
crowned,  and  cloathed  in  purple,  and  black  with  the  fmoke 
I3f  incenfe.  Their  temples  were  full  of  fmoke  and  duft,  raifed 
and  caufed  by  the  numerous  refort  of  votJries.  The  priefts 
made  fometimes  free  with  the  gold  and  filver  prefented  to 
their  gods,  and  either  kept  it  for  themfelves,  or  beftowed 
it  upon  lewd  proftitutcs,    who  were  accounted  facred. 
Whatever  was  offered  in  facrifice  to  their  gods,  they  were 
wont  to  imbezil,    and  appropriate  to  themfelves;    and 
clothe  their  wives  and  children  with  the  garments  that  had 
been  given  to  adorn  their  idols.     In  return  for  this,  they 

fc  Vid.  Voss.  de  ido|olat.  I.  ix.  p.  233.  1  Vid.  eund. 

ibid.             °  Alexand.  ab  Alex  and.  I.  vi.  p  See  vol.  i*. 

p.  484.        «  See  before,  in  the  notes,  pi  207;  '  Baruch 
vi.  pain 
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were  Aire  to  light  up  numbers  of  tapers  and  candles  to 
their  images,  and  to  fit  in  the  temples  with  their  beards 
and  heads  clofe  fhaven,  uncovered,  and  with  garments  rent 
and  torn,  crying  out  before  their  gods  as  for  the  lamenta- 
tion of  fome  pcrfoh  deceafed.  Such  was  the  corruption 
and  degeneracy  of  this  people,  and  fuch  their  prance  ; 
which  muft  have  had  a  very  bad  efFe£t  on  their  toorals^  as 
appear  in  the  fequel. 
BwmoB  The  Babylonians  having  given  rife  to  all  the  idolatries 

^*^^*'*  and  fuperftitions  in  vogue  among  the  neighbouring  nations^ 
we  muft  charge  them  with  the  horrible  cuftom  of  facri- 
ficing  human  vi£Ums  to  appeafe.  or  conciliate  their  god  or 
gods.  That  this  cuftom  prevailed  among  moft  of  thefe 
nations,  is  manifeft  from  the  accounts  we  have  given  of 
them ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  manifeft,  that  it  took  birth  among 
the  Babyloniansy  who  qommunicated  the  reft  of  their  fu- 
perftitions to  all  their  neighbours.  This  cuftom,  however, 
grew  fo  fliocking  to  human  nature,  that  it  fecms,  in  the 
later  days,  at  leaft,  of  the  Babylonians^  to  have  been  con- 
fined to  a  particular  fed  or  tribe.  For  the  Sepharvites 
are  faid,  by  way  of  diftin£lion  from  the  other  Babylonians^ 
tp  have  burnt  their  children  in  fire  to  Adrammelech  and 
Anammelech,  the  gods  of  Sepharvaim ".  Who  thefe  two 
gods  were,  we  have  feen  already  ^j  and,  that  thefe  5/- 
pharvites  were  Babylonians,  properly  fo  called,  would  be 
paft  all  doubt,  ftiould  we  agree,  with  the  moft  learned 
geographers,  that  their  city  was  that  of  Sippara  in  Ptolemy^ 
' '  Be  that  as  it  will,  there  are  traces  of  this  antient  cruelty 
to  be  difcerned  in  the  worihip  and  rites  of  the  Syrian^  or 
rather  Affyrian  goddefs  at  Hierapolisy  to  whom  parents, 
without  remorfe,  facrlficed  their  children,  by  throwing 
them  down  a  precipice  in  her  temple  «. 

We  have  already  declared,  in  the  hiftory  of  Egypt  y, 
what  we  know  concerning  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
idolatry ;  and  therefore  {hall  only  add  here,  that,  if  the 
Babylonians^  and  others  after  them,  in  making  gods  of 
the  fun,  moon,  or  any  other  luminary,  extended  their 
view  to  the  whole  fyftem  of  nature  in  the  worfliip  they 
paid  to  their  great  deities,  or,  by  them,  meant  the  earth 
itfelf,  the  air,  or  any  other  element,  or  created  being,  the 
whole  muft  be  attributed  to  a  kind  of  miftaken  gratitude 

»  2  Kings  xvii.  31.  ^  Sec  before,  p.  254. 

X  Sec  vol.  ii.  p.  288.     '       y  Sec  vol.  li.  p.  479,  k  fcq, 
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at  firft  for  benefits  received  (V),  which  at  length  dege^ 
nerated  into  the  moft  ftupid  idolatry.     Thus  much  of  ido* 

latry  ; 


369 


(V)    Sir  John  Maunde^ilU 

(73)  has  fo  judicioufly  fummed 

up  the  hiftory  and  progrefs  of 

idolatry^  that,  for  the  curiofity 

of  it>  we  cannot,  though  feme- 

what  long,  but  prefent  it  to  the 

reader,    in     his    own  words. 

Speaking  of  a  people  in  India, 

he  lays,  ***  Summe  of    hem, 

**  woHchippe  the  ibnne,  fumme 

**  the  mone,  famme  thi;  fayr, 

^'  /iunme  trees,    icunme   fer^ 

•'  penteS)    or  the   firft   thing 

**  that  thei  meten  at  morwen ; 

**  and  fumme  worfchipcn  fy- 

**'  mulacret^and  fumme  ydoles. 

**  But  betwene  fymulacrcs  and 

**  ydoles  is  a  gret  difference  ; 

^<  for  fy mulacres  ben  y mages 

**  made  aftre  JykneiTe  of  men, 

•*  or  of  wommen,  or  of  the 

^*  fonne,  or  of  the  mone,  or 

••  of  ony  heft,  or  of  ony  kinde- 

*'  ly  thing  :  and. ydoles  is  an 

**  ymage  made  of  lewed  willc 

^  of  man,    that  a  man  may 

**  not  finden  among  kyndely 

**.  things  ;  as  an  ymage,  that 

'*  hathe  four  hedes,  oq  of  a 

•♦  man,  another  of  an  hors, 

•*  or  of  an  ox,  or  of  fum  other 

**  beft,  that  no  man  hathe  feyn 

•*  afire  kyndely   difpofkioan. 

**  And  thei  that  worfchipen 

**  fy  mulacres,  thei  worfchipen 

**  hem  for  fum  worthy  man, 

**  that  was  fum  tyme,  as  Her- 

**  cuies  and  many  othere,  that 

**  diden  many    marvayles  in 

*«  here  tyme.     For  thei  feyn 

*<  we),  that  this  be  not  goddes ; 

"  for  thei  knowcn  weJ,    that 

*'  there  is  a  God  of  kynde. 


^  that  made  all  thinges  ;  the 
which  is  in  hevene.  But 
thei  knowen  we),  that  this 
may  not  do  the  marvayles 
that  he  made,  but  znit  had 
ben  be  the  fpecyalle  zifte  of 
God  ;  and  therefore  thei 
feyn,  that  he  was  wel  with 
Goi>,  And  for  be  caufe 
that  he  was  fo  wel  withGoD, 
therefor  they  worfchipe  him. 
And  fo  feyn  thei  of  the  fonne  ; 
be  caufe  that  he  chauiigethe 
the  tyme,  and  zevethe  hete, 
and  noriiTchethe  alle  thinges 
upon  erthe  1  and  for  it  is 
of  fo  gret  profile,  thei 
knowe  wel,  that  that  myghte 
not  be,  but  that  God  lov- 
ethe  it  more  than  any  othetr 
thing.  And  for  that  ikylle, 
GoD'  hath  zeven  it  more 
gret  vertue  in  the  world  : 
therefore  it  is  gode  refoun, 
as  thei  feyn,  to  don  it 
worichipe  and  reverence. 
And  fo  feyn  thei,  that 
maken  here  refounes  tff 
other  planetcs  ;  and  of  the 
fiiyr  alfo,  be  caufe  it  is  £'j 
profitable.  And  of  ydole*', 
thei  feyn  alfo,  that  the  ox  fs 
the  moil  holy  bed  that  is  ih 
erthe,  and  moft  pacyent, 
and  more  profitable  than 
ony  other.  For  he  dothe 
good  ynow,  and  he  dothe 
nonevjrUe.  And  thei  knowen 
wel,  that  it  may  not  be  with- 
ottten  fpecyalle  grace  of 
GoD :  and  therefore  maken 
thei  here  god,  of  an  ox,  the 
on  part,  and  the  other  half-' 


^VoL.  IV. 


(73)  V9jag9  andtravtl,  r.  15.  p^  198. 
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7heir  cu- 
ftoms., 

Saleof 
virgins. 


latry  s  and  \e($  we  could  not  have  bid  in  this  place,  nrfaart 
the  whole  feema  to  centre,  and  where  the  whcJe^  or  at 
leaft  great  part  of  it,  may  be  fixed  to  a  chronological  aera, 
which  may  be  of  ufe  to  us  hereafter,  in  fpeaking  of  thefe 
deities,  or  feme  bonrowedfi-om  tbmi  in  climes  hr  rcjfnote 
from  this. 

It  is  now  time  to  fpeak  of  the  cuftoQit  of  ther  A/Jfriant 
and  Babylonians ;  and,  of  thefe,  one  of  the  chief  fcGOtis  to 
have  been  their  method  of  difpofing  of  their  young  vf^atnea 
in  marriage.  No  man  feems  to  have  had  a  rig^t  to  difpofe 
of  his  own  daughters ;  but,  as  foon  as  they  njrere  fit  to 


**  ondelle  of  a  man ;  be  tmft 
*'  that  man  n  the  moft  nobk 
**  creature  ia  erthe  ^  and  alfe 
*y  forhehatblordfthipeabotrcA 
,^  aUe  befies;  there^semake 
*^  thei  the  kalfendd  of  ydde 
*'  of  a  man  upwardes,  ana  the 
**  tother  half  of  an  ox  douft*- 
*'  waides :  and  of  fei^vente^ 
"  andof  other  beftea»  and dy<> 
**  verfe  tbinges,  dttit  thei  wor* 
*<  fchipen  tlmt  thei  mcteit  firft 
^*  atmorweniandtheiworiehip^ 
:*'  en  alfo  fpecially  aUe  tWth^t 
'*  they  hangodemeetyngeof^ 
*'  and  whan  thei  fpeden  wd  in 
"  here  joraeye,  aftre  hert 
**  meetynge ;  and  namely  fache 
**  as  thei  Ihhi  preved  and  affiiy-' 
''  ed  be  experience  of  lenge 
"  tyme.  For  thei  feyn,  that 
*'  thilkegode  meetynge  ei  may 
*'  not  come,  but  of  the  grace 
"  of  God.  And  therefore  thei 
**  maken  ymaget  lyche  to  tto 
**  thingcs,  that  thei  han  be; 
"  leeve  inne,  for  to  belroldenf 
"  hem,  and  worfchipen  hem, 
♦*  firft  at  morwe,  or  thei 
«*  meeten  ony  concrarioiis 
"  thinges.  And  there  ben  al- 
"  fofummeCriftene  men,  that 
•<  ieyn,  that  fumme  beAes  han 
'*'  gode  .meetynge,  that  istof 
/  feyn,  for  to  meete  with  hem 


•^  firfilatfflorwe;  and  faaamt 
<'  beflos  wykked  meetyage ) 
<*  and  that  thei  JMBtpmredidfce 
•^  tyime,  that  the  ham  kmtk 
**  fttUe  evylle  meetysng^  and 
<*  fn^n,    and  attny  ediere 
<<  be^.    And  the(parhasik» 
^*  and  oAer  foules  of  tave^me, 
**  wthan  thei  fleea  aftre  here 
*^  I»me,  and  uke  it  befert 
''  men  of  armH  k  is  it  gode 
'*  iiglie  :  and,  adf  he  Ikyle  of 
**  tartiyngehis  praye,  it  k  atf 
<«  evylle  figao.    Add  al/b^  u» 
**  fache  foUc,  it  is  aa  evylle 
**  mee^ngje  of  ra^eacti     la* 
**  tketfe  thiages,  and  in-  faohv 
*^  othere,  ther  ben  many  fol^* 
"  that  hdtevm,  be  Ga«^  k 
*^  happenethe  fo  often  tymcita^ 
**  Me,  aftre  here  bnSmSyesii 
^<  And  alfo  there  ben    mea" 
^*  ynowthathanaobeleehreia' 
'^  hem.  And  iithe  that  Crifiene 
**  men  haa  fuch  beleeve,  that* 
'^  bea  informed  and  taaglitr 
^*  aUe  day,  be  holy  do&^ne 
'*  where  inne  thei  fohold  be* 
**  teeve,  it  is  no  marvayUe; 
<'  thanne,  that  the  Pa^^mmtn 
^  thathan  no  gode  doftryoe^ 
**  bat  only  of  here  nature,  be^ 
^  leeven  more   larg^y,   tot 
*'  fympleaefie  (74)." 


(74)  ^^;«  and  travel,  c,  15.  ^«  198. 
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man7,fhe}^,  with  others,  were  cxpofcd  in  fome  public 
place  appcAntcd  for  the  putpofc.  Where,  in  the  midft  of 
a-  Cfodd  of  men;  who  attended  upon  thefe  occafions,  they 
Weit  (bid  one  by  one.    The  moft  beautiful  were  firft  put 
1^  and  ddivered  to  the  Mgheft  bidder.     When  all  who 
were  valuable  for  their  chairms  Wei'e  thus  difpofed  of,  ther 
Aioney,  that  vitals  railed  by  this  (kle,  War  applied  in  behalf 
ef  fome^of  them,  to  Whom  nktut^  had  not  been  fo  la-. 
viih  of  bfer  ej^^rlot  gifts.    Thefe  weto  then  offered  to 
fuch  as  would  take  the  leafl  money  with  them  ;  and  the 
poorer  fort,  whb-vrfued  money  more  than  beauty,  Were 
as  eager  in  Underbidding,  as  the  wealthy  men  had  before 
beeitt  hi  overbidding  each  other  for  the  fair  ones.    The 
Cooleqtienice  of  this  was,  that  their  young  women  were 
all  dii^poftd  of  ii^  marriage  *,  the  poorer  fort  of  the  men  were 
dy&ged-  to  give  fietukity^  that  they  would  take  thofe  they 
hKl  dlofen,  befoire  th^y  were  in  pofleffion  of  the  money 
they  hsri'  ^^tA  to  take  with  th^m  K 

Th'B  Mbylgnians  thou^t  themfelves  polluted  even  by  PurificaA 
the  ufex>f  matrimony  5  and  therefore  were  not  allowed  to  tion. 
cbuch  any  thing  after  it,  till  they  had  purified  themfelves 
by  perfuming  and  wflfhing  their  bodies  K  , 

EvEliy  Bahyhnian  woman  was  once  in  her  life-time  ?roftitu» 
bound  to  pf  oftitute  herfelf  to  a  ilrahge  man  at  the  temple  Hon  to  Ye- 
of  Vinus.    They  were  croWlied  with  knots  and  garlands,  nus. 
tad  nmged  in  long  ranks  before  the  temple,  each  rank  be- 
ing par^  from  the  other  by  a  line,  that  the  men  might 
cofwtniemly  pafs  between  thto,  and  choofe  thoTe  they 
Uked'btfft;    They  dedaried  their  choice  by  throwing  mo- 
ney into  the  lap  of  the  wonrian  they  moft  admired,  and 
fiiyiii^^.  as  they  threw  it,  /  ifripkre  the  goddefs  Mylitta 
f(hr  thie.  The  rflOhey,  how  little  foever,  was  by  no  means 
to  berefuied,  being' accounted  facred;  nor  had  the  wo* 
man  the  power  of  rejefting  any  man  that  accofted  her  in 
the  fohrfprefcribed^  but  flie  was  abfolutely  to  retire  with 
hrm,  witiKKit  delay  (W),  Having  thus  fulfilled  the  law,  and 

per- 

*  Heik»i>ot.  1.  i.  c.  196.  Strab.  L  xvi.p.  745.  *  H«- 
RODOT.  ibid.  c.  198.    Strab.  ibid. 

(W)  We  have  thiscuftom,  ivdmin^fsiyshe^ai/o,  with  cords 
vnitk  foine  additioaal  drcum-  a^put  tbem^  fitting  in  the  luays, 
ilanccs,  in^tfri^r^fr  (75);    The     bum  iran  for  firjume  \  hut  if 

(75)  VI,  43. 
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performed  fome  ceremonies  in  honour  of  the  goddefe,  flie 
returned  home ;  and  nothing  could  tempt  her  to  grant  the 
fame  favours  again  to  her  new  lover.    Women  of  rank 
(for  none  wrere  difpcnfcd  with)  might  be  conveyed  to  the 
appointed  place  in  a  covered  vehicle,  and  keep  in  it  ^^ 
while  their  fervants  waited  their  return  at  fome  diftance. 
Ftpiwil       For  five  days  together,  every*  year,  they  celebrated  a 
9f  Sacca.  feftival  they  called  Sacea^  or  Sacca^  during  which  the  fer- 
vants commanded  their  mafters,  one  of  them  being,  for 
the  time,  conftiiuted  chief  over  the  houfe,  and  wearing  a 
kind  of  royal  garment  they  called  Zogana^, 
Manner  of     Their  manner  of  treating  their  fick  was  very  extraor- 
treating    binary.     Having  no  phyficians  among  them,  it  was  their 
^^ffi^*     c.uftom  to  expofe  them  publicly  in  the  moft  frequented 
anihuri'   places,  that  every  one  might  fee  them,  and  offer  thtii  ad- 
*  vice,  if  they  had  any  knowlege  of  the  cafe,  either  from 

their  own  experience,  or  from  the  experience  of  others  j 
nor  was  it  lawful  for  any  that  pafled  by  to  omit  this  office. 
Their  dead  they  buried  in  honey  and  wax,  and  mourned 
for  them  much  after  the  manner  of  th^  Egyptians  <^. 
n  Bab  -      '^"^  Babylonians  were  exceffively  credulous,  fuperfti- 
lonians  I'  ^^^"^>  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^"^  debauched  as  a  nation  could  be. 
their  cba-  T'heir  credulity  muft  appear  from  the  high  veneration  they 
raaer.       ^^^  ^^r  their  ChaldaanSy  priefts,  ox  jugglers  ;  and  their  fu- 
pcrftition  from  what  we  have  faid  of  their  religion.     They 
were  fo  prone  to  idolatry,  that  we  even  find  an  inftance  of 
their  great  Nebuchadnezzar  falling  down  before  Daniel  to 
worfliiphim®.     Debauchery  reigned  among  them  without 
controul,  their  princes,  on  whom  it  was  incumbent  to 
reftrain  it,  living  beyond  all  the  bounds  of  decency  and 
moderation ;  as  we  may  gather  from  the  h^n({\xQ%BelJha%zar 
was  giving  when  he  faw  the  fatal  infcription  on  the  wall  f. 
Nor  was  the  king's  example  all :  their  religion,  as  incul- 

*»  Herodot.  ibid.c.  199.     Strabo,  ibid.  «  Bero/. 

apud  Athen.  deipnofoph.  1.  xiv.  p.  639.  ^  Herodot. 

1.  i.  c.  198.  Strabo,  1.  xvi.  ibid.         *  Dan.  ii.  46.        ^  Ibid. 
c.  V. 

any  of  theni^   dra^wn  by  fome  From  this  particular  of  their 

tbatfajfetb  by,  lie  nvith  bim^  cords  being  broken,  it  hasbcen 

Jhereproacbetb  her  fellow,  tbat  fuppofed   they  were  cords  of 

Jhe  was  not  thought  as  worthy  raihcs  (76),   which  might,  be 

.    as  herfelf  nor  her  cord  broken,  cafily  broken. 

(76)  ^K  Purcb,  pilgr,  /.  i.  s,  12.  p,  65, 
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cated  by  their  priefts,  and  as  >Vc  have  fcen  in  the  rites  of 
their  great  goddefs,  and  others,  together  with  the  reve- 
rence paid  to  proftitutes  s,  completed  them  the  moft  kti-  , 
fual  and  abandoned  race  that  can  be  imagined.  Parents 
and  hufbands  did  not  fcruple  to  expofe  for  money  their 
wives  and  children  to  the  embraces  of  their  guefts.  Drunk* 
ards  they  are  particularly  faid  to  have  been ;  and  their  wo- 
men were  adniitted  to  their  debaucheries,  who,  upon  thefe 
occafions,  firft  appeared  modeft  and  referved,  till,  putting 
off  thieir  cloaths  by  degrees,  they  at  length  appeared  quite 
naked ;  and  this  was  pra£lifed  both  by  the  married  women, 
and  the  maids,  who  thought  it  good  breeding  thus  to  dif- 
play  all  their  charms  without  referve  **.  Such  was  the  cha- 
rafler  of  the  Babylonians^  a  charaSlcr  anfwering  to,  and 
countenanced  by,  their  religion  5  though  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed,  that,  in  the  beginning  of  their  empire,  they  were 
quite  fo  diffolute  as  here  reprefented. 

They   feem  to  have  affefted  pride  and  effeminacy  in^'^^v^^. 
their  drefs  ;  their  under-garment  was  a  linen  veft,  down  to. 
to  their  heels,  over  which  they  had  another  of  woolen, 
and,  over  all,  a  white  mantle,  or  cloke.  They  wore  their 
own  hair ;  their  heads  were  adorned  with  a  tiara  or  mitre, 
and  their  bodies  anointed  all  i  over  with  oil  of  fefame  K  ' 
Each  of  them  wore  a  feal-ring  on  the  finger,  and  in  their 
haiid  a  wrought  ftaff,  or  fceptre,  adorned  at  the  head  with 
fome  particular  enfign  or  figure,  as  an  apple,  or  rofe,  or 
lily,  or  an  eagle,  or  fome  fuch  badge,  without  which  it 
was   unlawful   to  appear  with  one  of    thefe  fticks   Or 
ftaves.     On  their  feet  they  wore  a  kind  of  flippers '.     Of 
their  attire  fome  traces  are  ftill  to  be  found  in  the  figures 
remaining  at  Perfepolis^  as  we  fhall  obferve  hereafter. 

The  Babylonians  were  famed  for  learning,  particularly  Z/iir«/»rg- 
the  Chaldaansy  who  were,  as  is  faid,  their  priefts,  thtivof  the 
philofophers,   aftronomers,   aftrologers,    foothfayers,  £srV.  Chaldccs. 
And,  in  refpe<ft  of  this  pretended  claim  to  learning,  and 
fupernatural  knowlege,  the  Chaldees  are  quite  diftinguifhed 
from  the  Babylonians ^  and  are  faid  to  have  inhabited  a  re- 

fion  peculiar  to  themfelvcs,  next  to  the  Jrabians,  and  the 
W^an  gulph  ",  juft  where  we  have  placed  them.  They 
were  divided  into  fcveral  fe^,  as  the  Orcheni^  the  Borji- 
fenni  y  and  known  by  other  names  of  diftinilion,  borrow- 

8  Sec  before,  p.  371.  *  Quint.  Curt.  I.  v.  c.  i.     V^ 

'*  Herodot.  ubifup.  c.  195.  *  Strabo^  ubi  fup.  p,  745. 

^  Herodot.  Strab.  ibid.  »  StraS.  gdograph.  1.  xvi. 
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td  either  from  particular  places  )^y^here4\^erje^jt4pdrmes 
on  the  fame  points  were  held^  or  f^om  partjicvlar  perfoQs^ 
who  bad  do^ines  peculiar  to  the.mfelvf?«  ^l^ny  of  their 
learned  men  were  famous,  an^  known  by  name  among  the 
Graksy  as  JdenCy  Nahuriafij  Sudi^^  a^d  ^i^r  odiers  o« 

We  have  already  confidered  this  txl^  as  fist  apart  .for 
devotion  or  fuperftition  ;  we  are  now  to  fpeajk  of  theoi 
as  philofophers  only,  and  of  what  they  t^u^t  as  fiicb^  9» 
well  as  of  their  manner  of  infiitution. 
ffbtihit       Wb  have  already  related  their  ftrajpige  f2i:^  cf^nctxfi^n^ 
tbty  bmd    their  firfl  inftrufior  Oarmes?  ^  and  (hall  now  nW,  that,  by 
their         what  is  faid  of  his  inventions,  and  useful  conuuunicatiQins 
harwing     to  men,  he  may  have  been  thje  Egyptian  Ifi^^  or  Ofiris^  or 
/rom  tb$    l>oth.     Be  that  as  it  will,  the  report  ot  C/j;38^^5  appearan^ce 
Egypti-     111  Chaldaa  from  out  of  the  fea^  has  given  l^rjb  ^to  an  opi- 
••*•  nion,  that  Oftris  and  Oannes  were  at  l^cafe  cotemporaries  ^ 

and  that  tne  Babylonians  had  al}  their  Jearn^  ^om  thei 
Egyptians^  not  much  earlier  than  the  days  of  Amm^nj  and 
Sefac  or  Shijhaky  whom  our  author  •  wUl  hfv^  to  hay^ 
been  the  fame  with  Sefejirisy  or  txf^t  Jopg  befbr^e  the  day^ 
of  David  and  Solomon.     To  pravje  tl?is,  Jie  exhibits  the 
tcftimony  of  feveral  antient  authors^  o^e  *  wf itiijg.  That 
the  Egyptian  Belus^  the  fon  of  Neptune  an.d  Libya^  carried 
colonies  from  Egypt  into  Babylonia  \  and  that,  ii^ling  up- 
pn  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates^  he  inftitujiied  prkfts  wit|» 
the  fame  privileges  as  in  E^pt  \  an4  that  thefe  were  caj^ed 
*     Chaldaansy  and  were  to  obferve  the  ftar^  after  the  ipanper 
of  Egypt ;  another  ^  declaring  the  Babylonian  Belus  had 
bis  name  from  the  Egyptian  qf  ;that  name,  the  fon  of  ^r- 
lya.     In  a  word,  our  author  ^  concludes,  that  when  Sab^ 
haco  the  Ethiopian  invaded  Egypt^  multitudes  of  that  coun- 
try fled  from  him  into  Cbaldaa,  and  carried  with  them  tbeir 
aitronomy,  aftrology,  architedure,  and  the  form  of  their* 
year,  which  they  preferved  iii  the  aera  of  Nabonajfar  ; 
and,  as  a  farther  proof  of  this,  h^  produces  the  form  of 
the  tow^r  or*  temple  of  Belus  at  Babylon^  which  was  bftiU 
pretty  nearly  after  the  manner  of  the  Egyptian  pyramids. 
All  this  feems  plaufible  enough. 

But  may  not  the  preference^  thus  given  by  the  Grteh 
to  jhe  Egyptians^  be  owing  to  their  bejbg  better  acquainted 
With  them  than  with  the  Babylonians  ?  May  not  tkcEgyptians 

»  Strab.  geQgrapJi.  l.xvi.  p.  739.  °  Idem  lUd. 

F  Sep  vol.  i.  p.  190^  191.     ^  Sir  I.  Newt,  chroj^.  of  aiu.kiog. 
apiend.  p.  210,  sii^  &feq*  *  DiopoR.  Sia  }.  j.  p.  17, 

»  Pavsan.  L  iv.  c-  23.  ^  Sir  I,  Newt,  ubi  fup. 
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hav;C  inpoTcd  upoo  Itb^  Grnb  ia  this  point,  as  they  cer- 
tainly did  in  point  of  antiquiQr?  Tfec^wx,  Arabians^ 
aod  fttdiansj  bav«  it  t>y  tudition,  that  the  Egyptians  were 
illflr^(^ed  is\  all  their  kxnowleg^  by  the  Cbalde£s^  namely, 
hy  Jbrahamt  who  was  one  of  that  country.  This  tra- 
dition deferves,  at  Ic^ft,  ai  natuch  credit,  as  any  tradition 
of  the  Egyptians f  however  credited  and  adopted  by  the 
Creeif  ;  the  j»thart  lu  it  i<  in  fome  degree  confirmed  by 
moil  of  the  w^ikm  writers  afcribing  the  invention  of  the 
fidereal  kno wjlegc  to  ^e  AJTyrian  or  Babylonian  Belus.  The 
Chaldams  themfelv^  ^thisA^  did  not  aduiowlege  them* 
lelves  indebted  to  any  other  nation  lor  their  l^nowlege,  as 
is  mani^  from  tiieir  fupp^g  their  firft  inftru^r  Oannes 
to  Jiav^  ipniqg  from  the  primigenial  egg  K  But,^  not  to 
dwell  on  fo  dark  a  point,  let  113  take  a  furvey  of  the 
learning  which  both  oatiom  claimed  the  glory  of  invent- 

^HEY  acquired  n0t  tbeir  learning  after  the  manner  of  ^-^^y 
the  Grisks^  l^ut  by  tradition  from  father  to  fon ;  and,  be-  f/u^nner  of 
ing  exempt  from  all  offices,  their  <>nly  bufineis  was,  to  mftitution. 
apply  themfelves  ilo  the  inftrudion  they  received.     They 
never  departed  fr^m  wbat  they  imbibed,  fully  fatisfied  of 
what  they  rieceived  from  their  ancefiors ;  and,  by  a  tena- 
cious adherence  to  it,  tkey  becacrie  perfedly  knowing  in 
what  they  profefled  ^. 

Spoil  was  the  manner  of  their  inftitution,  fuch  their 
obftinate  adherence  to  what  they  had  received  from  their 
fore&tbers,  that  Uiey  made  little  or  no  progrefs  even  in 
the  learning  they  particularly  pro^eiTed,  as  may  be  difco* 
vered  in  the  fequ^ 

Thex  tau^t  tbat  the  world  was  eternal ;  that  it  never  jhiir  i%^ 
had  beginning,  and  never  fliottid  have  eQd.>  However,  they  arine  «- 
acknowleged  a  divine  Pnwidtncf ;  and  owned,  that  the  bouithi 
'    motions  ^  the  beavcm  were  not  direded  by  blind  chance,  <mrld, 
or  performed  fpontaneoufly^  but  by  the  guidance  and  di- 
redion  of  fuperior  agents,  or  gdds.    They  are  univerfally 
(aid  to  have  been  the  firft  that  cultivated  aftronomy,  and 
to  have  made  fuch  progrels  therein,  as  to  have  not  only 
difcovered  the  exad  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  but 
alfo  certain  influences  they  have  over  things  below,  and  to 
have  thence  been  able  to  foretel  what  was  hidden  ifi  the 
womb  of  futurity  «, 

*  See  fol. ',  p«  191.  k  DioD.  Sicuu  biU*  hift.  1.  ii« 

p. 82^  « Idemibkl. 
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Theytvtre     Ey  this  it  appears,  that,  whatever  advances  they  made 

fwe^rffl/ro-as  aftronomers,  they  were  more  particularly  valuable,    if 

Jagirs  than  ^t  tmy  fo  exprefs  ourfclves,  as  aftrologers.     From  thi$ 

ajirono'     delufive  atnufemcnt  they  boafted  a  knowlege  of  what  i^i^as 

^*^^'         to  come,  a  power  of  averting  evil,  and  procuring  good  : 

hence  chiefly  they  were  confidered  as  magicians,  and;,   as 

we  call  them,  fortune- tellers  A 

The    planets  they  called   interpreters^   and  niade   the 
greateft  account  of  their  influence,  particularly  of  the  in- 
fluence of  Saturn  :  the  next  in  degree  of  eminence  v^i^ 
them  was  Sol^  or  tfie  fun  ;  then  Mars^  Fenus,  Mercury^ 
and  Jupiter  \  which  were  all  the  planets  they  reckoned  : 
thefe  they  called    interpreters^  becaufc,  by  their  motions 
and   afpedls,  they  in  a  more  evident  manner  portended 
the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  gods.     They  fbmetimes  judged . 
by  their  rifing,  fometimes  by  their  fetting,  and  fometimes 
by  the  colour  or  degree  of  their  light  5  whence  they  fore- 
told ftorms  of  wind,  of  rain,   or  exceflive  droughts,   a? 
alfo  the  appearance  of  comets,  eclipfes  of  the  fun  and 
moon,  earthquakes,  and  the  whole  train  of  pretended  fore- 
runners of  the  good  or  bad  fortune  of  nations  in  general, 
and  of  kings  and  private  perfons  in  particular  ^. 
The  fyjim     Under  thefe  fix  planets  they  ranged  30  ftars,  which 
9f  their     they  called  counfelling  gods  ;    half  of  thefe  took  notice 
t^Jirokgy.  of  what  was  done  under  the  earth  ;  and  the  other  half 
of  what  was  done  by  men,  or  tranfaAed  in  the  heavens* 
They  gave  out,  that  once  in  ten  days  one  of  the  fuperior 
flars  defcended  to  the  inferior,  as  it  were  a  meflTenger  from 
thofe  above;    and  that,  in  return,  one  of  the   inferior 
afccnded  to  the  fuperior  in  the  fame  quaHty  ;  and  that  this 
mutual  corrcfpondence   was  natural  to  them,    and  was 
to  continue  for  ever.     They  reported,  that  the  chiefs   of 
thefe  counfelling  gods  were  12  in  number^  and  affigned 
to  each  a  month  of  the  year,  and  a  whole  fign  of  the 
zodiac  f. 

All  thefe  ftars  they  gave  out  to  have  influences  over 
the  nativities  of  men,  and  to  forebode  whatever  is  to  be- 
fal  them  of  evil,  or  good,  in  the  courfc  of  their  lives. 
Again,  out  of  the  zodiac  they  feleded  24  ftars,  and 
placed  12  of  them  towards  the  north  pole,  and  12  towards 
the  fouth.  Thofe  within  our  fight  they  afligncd  to  the 
Jiving,  and  thofe  not  whhin  it  they  called  xht  flars  or 
confiellations  of  the  dead ;  and  thefe  ftars  they  termed  the 
judges  of  all  things  :  in  fliort,  the  Chaldaans  vf^it  com- 

d  j),oD.  Sic.  bibl  hiftor.  1,  ii.  p.  %z.  «  Idem  ibid. 

^  Idem  ibid, 
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pictc  aftrologers,  and  pretended  to  excel,  in  that  refpeft, 
all  other  nations  g.  ^ 

Astronomy,  which  ought  to  have  taken  place  of  iht  De/Uient 
former,  yielded  it  here,  and  was,  it  feenis,  only  cultivated  in  aftrono- 
as  a  fciencc  fecondary  to  the  other  j  and  accordingly  their  nr;. 
notions  were  coarfe  and  imperfeft.     They  held  the  earth 
to  be  like  a  veffel  or  boat,  and  hollow  within,  fupporting 
this  do£trine  by  various  arguments'*. 

We  have  feen  their  diviHon  of  the  zodiac  into  12  figns, 
throughout  which  they  taught  that  the  fevcral  planetrper- 
formed  their  revolutions :  but  they  feem  to  have  had  no 
notion  of  the  immenfe  diftance  of  fome  of  the  planets 
from  the  fun ;  and  accounted  for  the  time  they  took  up 
in  their  revolutions,  purely  by  th6  flownefs  of  their  mo- 
tidn  ;  though  by  their  theory  of  the  moon  the  contrary 
fhould  appear  5  for  they  taught,  that  {he  completed  her 
courfe  the  fooneft  of  any,  not  becaufe  of  her  extraordi- 
nary velocity,  but  becaufe  her  orbit,  as  \ye  now  fpeak, 
was  lefs  than  the  orbit  of  any  other  body  that  circum- 
volved  in  the  heavens.  They  taught,  that  (he  (hone  with 
a  light  not  her  own  j  and  that,  when  eclipfed,  (he  was 
immerged  in  the  ihadow  of  the  earth.  But,  for  eclipfes 
of  the  fun,  they  were  quite  at  a  lofs ;  nor  could  they  fix 
the  time  when  they  would  happen  \  In  (hort,  the  whole  , 
of  their  philofophy  and  learning  feems  to  have  been  chiefly 
what  wc  now  call  judicial  aftrology  ;  a  fcience  unworthy 
of  that  name,  and  as  much  contemned  by^the  moderns,  as 
it  was  prized  by  the  anticnts. 

Nor  has  this  boafted  knowlege  and  learning  of  the  Their 
'  Chaldees  been  arraigned  by  the  moderns  only ;  it  has  ^ioboajied 
been  condemned  by  the  antients,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  Igaming 
nature  of  things,  and  as  implying  a  fatal  neceflity,  znAcondmned^ 
deftroying  the  freedom  of  our  will  ^.     And  this  was  the 
mighty  learning  for  which  the  Chald<ean5  were  fo  famed, 
as  to  become,  in  a  manner,  a  diftin£l  nation  from  the 
Babylonians  :    and  indeed   what  we  have  faid   of  their 
knowlege    is  confirmed  by  Scripture  5  for  Daniel^  fpeak- 
ing  of  them,  divides  them  into  four  forts  or  kinds  \  viz* 
magicians,  aftrologers,  forcerers,  and  Chaldaans ',  adding 
afterwards  to  thefc  wife  men,  fuch  as  divined  by  lots, 
or  fuch  as  foretold  events  by  the  infpcSion  of  entrails "'. 

s  DioD.  SiCi  bsbl.  hiftor.  1.  ii.  p.  S2.  ^  Idem  ibid; 

1  Idem  ibid.  ^  Vid.  Bardesan.  apud  Euseb.  praspar. 

eyaogel.  1.  vi.  c.  10.  p.  273,  &  alios  apud  eund.  ibid.      ^  San. 
ii.  2.  »  Ibid.  vcjr.  27. 
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And  thovgh  fome  fuppofe  the  Cba/Ae^Pf^  4$  bese  diftia^ 
guiiked  from  the  five  other  forts^  to  ha^  been  4,  p^rtif^'^ir 
fc&y  of  deeper  a^id  more  folid  l^acxuog  "  s  ^we    m9y  cafily 
perceive,  that  they,  as  well  as  the  reft*  preteaded  to  di- 
vination,  aod  virere  called  upon,  as  well  93  t^e  rcft^  to 
difcover  what  was  concealed  fipsd  othier  jxiao*      For  as 
their  knowlege  was  GonmunicaittiKl  to  then  hy   traditioa 
from  fiKher  to  fon,  what  was  dark  and  unincelli^ble  19 
other  men,  jnuft  have  been  fo  to  them  too,  nirbo»   with 
an  implicit  fiiith,  received  whatever  was  tai^ght  theni* 
Whence  we  may  fafely  conqlud.e,  that  th^  wcri^  all,  in 
their  fevend  wavs,  fo  many  oracles  i  and  ujAt  Apy  werf 
all  devoted  to  tne  fame  end,  however  they  may  bstvc  beta 
divided  as  to  the  means  and  methods  of  Utmiag  it  i  (6 
that  fcemingly  thefe  Babyhnians  had  then:  fden^::^  bnuicbed 
out  amongft  them,  much  after  the  manner  the  jE'^gT^/j^ 
phjrficians  had  theirs  <>•    Their  learning  muft  have  been 
made  up  btirely  of  Aiperftitious  praoiccs,  and  ddufiv^ 
arts  }  and,  if  any  better  they  h^d,  thpy  muft  have  cxxol-' 
ceal^  it  under  fuch, enigmas,   and  f^r-Cptched    tt&m^ 
blances  and  allegories,  as  n^uft  have  rendered  it  qiMte  a 
fecret,  even  to  Oiemfelves  ;  and  it  (eems  not  to  have  been 
without  good  reafon,  that  maoy  p  of  latpr  times  Jiave 
made  flight  of  them  as  philofpphers,  and  concluded  that 
the  Greeks  were  in  this  refpe^si  littlp.,  if  ^t^y  behpUen 
either  to  them,  or  the  Egyptians. 
BabyloHN      ^^  ^^^  Chaldees  were  peculiarly  the  men  of  leamioff  in 
ant  in  di-  ^^'  nation,  fo  the  Babylonians j  properly  fo  called,  apmjie^ 
//d^iM^bemfelves  to  the  arts  i  though  perhaps  we  fhall  wve 
tbi  Chal-  nsore  reafon  to  call  thefe  the  men  ^  learning  among  them, 
dees ;       than  the  former,  if  true  it  be,  that  the  former  were  wholly 
^^^r  tfr/i.addided  to,  and  fet  apart  for,  the  fidereal  confultations, 
and  the  propagation  of  the  extravagancies,  which  mii^, 
as  fhould  feem,  have  made  up  tbe  (yftem  of  their  phib^ 
fophy.    For  in  this  cafe  the  Babyhnians ^  as  diftinguiihed 
froQi  the  CbaUaansy  muft  have  be^n  good  mathemati- 
cians and  mechanics,  as  appears  by  the  immenfe  build- 
ings they  reared,  and  which  could  not  be  effe&ed  witb^ 
out  great  skill  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the  mathematics 
and  geometry.    This  we  may  fay  in  general ;    but  to 
fay  how  far  tiiey  excelled  in  perfpedive,  and  tNe  true  har- 
mony of  proportion,  may  not  be  quite  fo  eafy  a  task  ; 
though,  that  their  oroamaiiti  and  diecaratiflos  fell  ihort  of 

■  Puacn .  pilgr.  I  j.  c.  I  z.  p.  63.       •  Vel.  i  p.  497, 49^. 
'  Cjeu  Rkouio.  J08IFH.  ScALia.  Pavcaa,  kc.  &c 
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iwiut  WIS  afterwards  (ten  in  Greae^  can  xiever  be  doubted* 
And  Iicnce  ve  may  pronounce,  tbat  their  paintings  and 
fiatues  fell  vsdftly  ibort  of  tbofe  m^ich  Greece  product. 

Music  tbey  had,  but  in  what  perfedion  we  mufl  ne-  j£u^^ 
Ten  hope  to  know ;  nor  would  it  be  worth  our  while  to  at-      ^* 
tempt  It.    But  that  diey  had  a  variety  of  inftruments,  we 
are  weU  afliired;  viz.  flutes,  comets,  harps,  (ack-buts,  ' 

pialteries.  dulcimers,  and  all  Unds  of  mufie  9.  What 
thefe  inftruments  exafily  were,  we  probafaJv  fliall  never 
know;  but  if  we  may  judge  of  their  fkOl  in  harmony,  by 
what  we  can  difcover  of  their  painting  and  fbtuary,  we 
n^uft  not  equal  them  in  thatfctenoe  to  the  Greeks. 

We  are  quite  unacquainted  with  thdr  poetry  s  butmuft  p^etfy. 
leave  ithe  reader  to  form  a  judgment  of  it,  by  that  of  the 
other  eiAem  nations,  their  neighbours,  both  antient  and 
modem.  Nddier  do  we  pretend  to  fay  by  whom  it  was 
particularly  cultivated,  whether  by  the  ChakUanSj  at  the 
SabyUnians  ;  but  as  it  has  at  all  times  been  (acred  to  reli« 
gion  and  fuperftition,  we  may  fuppofe  the  former^  as 
pViefls,  laid  claim  to  it,  as  part  of  their  province. 

That  phyfic  was  oo  regular  fdence  among  them,  is  Hy/k. 
manifeft  from  what  we  have  (aid  above  concerning  their 
manner  of  treating  die  fick.    But  it  grew  into  sreat  re* 
pute  with  the  Ptrfiani  their  fucceflbrs,  as  we  ihall  obferve 
in  a  more  proper  place. 

We  have  already  declared,  there  is  no  more  difference  LcmfMm§. 
between  the  Sjriac  and  Chaldee^  the  language  of  this  ' 

people,  than  between  the  Engltjb  and  Sects  r.  Their 
common  alphabet  we  have  alresuiy  ^ven  *  ;  and  as  for 
the  jMkndean  charader,  which  is  alfo  peculiar  to  them,  it 
is  not  only  what  we  may  call  modem,  but  ib  like  the 
EftroMgeU  of  the  Sjriac  %  that  we  have  thought  it  un- 
neceflary  to  infert  it.  Bocbart  ■  fuppofes  they  had  a  facred 
charader  as  well  as  the  Egyptians ^  but  upon  a  very  un<atis- 
fadory  foundation. 

The  Bvbylomansj  properly  fo  called,  were  great  ar-  Jrelri^ 
chiteds,  and  ingenious  in  the  cafting  of  metals,  and  great  teSwrt* 

workmen  and  contrivers,  as  will  ^ '    '    '  '    ' 

when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  Bal 
polls. 

They  were  no  lels  fimious 
particularly  for  their  rich  embn 
ments,  magnificent  carpets,  an 

*  DuL  in.  5— If.  '  See  vol. 
*  Ibpd.        ■  CuaaB,  c.  17.  coL  7 
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that  we  read   oi  CatOy  that  .he  immediately  fold  a  Baby- 
lonian cloke,  or  mantle,  which  was  left  to  him  by  inhe- 
ritance,   as  being  what  he  was  afhamed  to  wear  ^  j  and 
clfewhere,  that  at  Rome   there  had  been  paid,  for  a  ftiit 
of  5tf^y^«/<j«  hangings  for   a  dining-room,  Ax  tboufand 
four   hundred  fifty-eight  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  eight- 
pence  *•     It  were' to  no  purpofe  to  quote  authors  for  far- 
ther inflances  of  this  magnificence,    which  is  known  to  a 
proverb  ;  or  to  aim  at  a. detail  of  the  feveral  produfls  of 
their  induftry  :  we  would  only  add,  that  the  Babylonians^ 
as  well  as  the  Tyrlans^  had  their  purple,  which  they  fent 
into  the  eaftern  parts  by  way  of  traffick  y.     This  purple 
they  had  from  a  port  called  Apologus^  near  the  Euphrates  *  i 
but  as  it  is  difputed,  whether  the  art  of  dying  purple  was 
their  invention,  or  whether  they  had  it  from  Tyre^^   we 
(hall  only  obferve  here,  that  their  country  afforded  the  beft 
materials  for  dying,  v/z-  alum,  both  natural  ^nd  artificial^. 
Tarticu"       This  people.was  not  only  divided  into  tw6  great  tribes, 
/or  friies^ii^Q  Babylonians  and  Chaldaans^  properly  fo  called,  but  into 
other  fubordinate  fedls.     Three  of  ihefe  are  faid  to  have 
fed  upon  nothing  but  fifli^,  and  thereby  feem  to  have  in- 
fringed a  facred  law  among  the  Babylonians^  who  abflained 
from  fiflb  out  of  refpeft  to  their  great   goddefs.     Thus 
we  have  feen,  that  fome  of  the  Egyptians  worfhiped   the 
fifh,   which  others  fed  upon.     However,  as  thefe  tribes 
lived  in  the  fens,  where  no  corn  grew,  it  may  not  have 
been  upon  a  religious  principle,  but  out  of  neceffity  *^,  that 
they  departed  from  the   pracStice  of    their  countrymen. 
Their  fifh  they  dried  in  the  fun,  and  made  them  dried 
into  pafte,  having  no  other  means  to  fupply  the  want  of 
,  bread  «=.     Something  yet  more  extraordinary  we  are  told 

of  the  inhabitants  of  Borftppa^  where  the  bats  being  much 
larger  than  in  other  places,  they  ufed  to  fait  them  for 
food  f  J  but  whether  this  practice  proceeded  from  fuper- 
ftition,  or  want,  is  uncertain  ;  though  we  can  hardly 
believe  it  was  owing  to  the  latter  in  fo  plentiful  a  coun- 
try. 
C$mmerce.  The  trade  of  this  antient  people  is  no-where,  that  we 
know  of,  profeffedly  treated  of;  but  that  it  muft  have 

*^  Plut.  in  vita  Catonis.  *      *  Plin.  hift.  nat.  l.viii, 

c.  48.     See  Arbuth.  of  ant.  coins,  weights,  and  mcafures,  p. 
142.  y  Arrian.  peripl.  mar.  Eryth.  in  minor.  Hudson, 

vol.  ii.  p.  20,  21.  *  Idem  ibid.  a  Vid.  Bochart. 

phalcg.  C.7.C0I.  28.  ^  Vid.  eund.  ibid.        -    «  Herod. 

1.  i.  c.  2oa.  ^  Strab.  1.  xvi.  p,  746.  «  Herodot. 

ubi  fup.  ^  Strab.  ubifup.  p.  739. 
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C.  JX.  fbi  Hiji'ory  af  th  Babytoftiafti 
been  very  coniiderablc,  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  bedoubted, 
cfpccially  when  Babylon  was  in  the  meridian  of  her  glory. 
Whofoever  contemplates  the  fplendor  of  this  monarchy, 
Jihe  commodious  fituation  df  the  country  in  general,  and 
of  its  capital  in  particular,  cannot  doubt  but  commerce 
muft  here  have  flourifhed  to  a  very  eminent  degree.  Ba^ 
bylon  was  fituated,  as  it  were,  in  the  very.midftof  ihe 
old  world  5  and,  by  means  of  the  two  great  rivers,  the 
Euphrates  and  Tigris ^  had  very  eafy  communication  with 
the  weftern  and  northern  parts,  as  alfo  with  the  eafternj 
by  means  of  the  Perjian  gulph.  As  it  was  not  only  the 
feat  of  a  potent  monarchy,  but  alfo  afforded  many  pro- 
dudions  and  manufaftures  of  its  own,  to  exchange  with 
its  neighbours,  and  lay  fo  within  the  reach  of  them  ^11^ 
it  IS  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  trade  was  as  extenfive 
here  as  any-where  elfe.  That  the  Babylonians  had  {hip- 
ping of  their  own,  and  were  confid'er^bie,  as  navigators; 
cannot  well  be  difputed,  fince  their  city  is  ftiled  by  the 
prophet  a  city  of  waters ;  and  their  extenfive  commerce 
is  defcribed  in  the  book  of  Revelation  (Xj. 


zu 


(X)  Bcfides  what  might  be 
gathered  to  prove  this  point 
in  the  Prophets^  the  book  of 
Revelation  (jj)y  defcribing  the 
fall  ofBahyion,  has  theie  words, 
which  .at  once  difplay  the 
mighty  riches  of  this  city  as  an 
emporium,  and  convince  they 
rnuit  have  abounded  in  (hip- 
ping ;  Babylon  the  great  isfdl- 
len^  is  fallen, . . .  ^ he  merchants 
of  the  earth  Jkall  iveep,  and 
mourn  over  her  ;  for  no  man 
huyetb  her  merchandize  any 
more :  the  merchandise  of  gold 
tend  fiver  y  and  precious  ftonesy 
and  of  pearls^  and  fine  linen^ 
and  purple  y  andfilky  and  fear  lei, 
and  all  thyme  [or  fweet]  vjood, 
and  all  manner  of  v^els  of. 
ivory,  and  all  manner  ofveffels 
of  mofi  precious  voood,  and  of 
hrafs,  and  iron,  and  marble, 
and  cinnasnon,  and  odours,  and 

(77)  xviii.  2— -19. 


ointments,  and franklncenfe^  and 
vtiine,  and  oil,  and  fine  flour ^ 
and  vjheat,  and  heafis,  and 
Jheep,  andhor/es,  and  chariots, 
and  flaves,  and  fouls  of  meH 
....  ^he  merchants  of  thefe 
things,  ivhich  ivere  made  rich 
hy  her,  Jhall fiand  afar  off,  for 
the  fear  of  her  torment,  vjeep- 
ing  and  vjailing,  and  Joying, 
\Alas!  alas!  that  great  city, 
that  voas  cloathed  in  fine  linen, 
and  purple yandfcarlet,  and  dec  k-^ 
edvjithgoldy  and  precious  ftones, 
and  pearls!  .  . , ,  And  every  Jhip- 
mafter,  and  all  the  company  in 
Jhips,  and  failors,  and  as  many 
as  trade  by  fea,  flood  afar  off, 
and  cried  ....  Alas  !  alas  f ' 
that  great  city,  voherein  ivere 
made  rich  all  that  had  Jhips  in 
the  fea,  fy  rea/on  of  her  coflli- 
nefs  .  .  .  ,  is  ,  ,  ,  ,  made  dejo- 
late(7S). 

(7S)  Uid. 
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SECT.    III. 

fbe  Cbronokgy  of  the  BAylonians,  from  /fe  firfi 
Rife  of  the  Monarcbj  to  Us  Vijfolution. 

WE  are  here  to  confider  the  BabyUnians  in  two  very 
different  views  ;  firft,  as  compofing  a  finally  though 
Csrhaps,  a  formidable  kingdom,  immediately  after  the  de* 
ge,  the  chronology  of  which  we  have  already  fettled  as 
exadiy  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  bear  s  ;  and  ic<* 
condlvy  as  conftituting  a  potent  and  wide-fpreading  ea»- 
ptre,  founded  bv»  and  at  laft  niog  upon  the  rains  ofy  the 
JJfyrians  their  brethren  h ;  fo  that|  in  effi^  we  are  here 
only  to  look  back  to  the  early  times  of  li^dffjfrian  taau* 
archy,  of  which  this  was  a  collateral  bran^,  and  ppflo^Zod 
perhaps,  by  princes  of  the  fame  blood,  with  thofe  who  filled 
the  throne  of  Nimveh.    We  may  refer  the  reader  back 
to  what  we  have  faid  in  the  chronology  of  the  JJfyrians^ 
to  fatisfy  himfelf  Concerning  the  chronology  of  this  peo* 

!^le  ;  for  they  properly  took  rife  in- one  and  the  fameper« 
on,  viz,  in  Pul  king  of  AJfyricy  and  nearly  at  oiie  and 
the  fame  time.  But;  not  to  anticipate  what  may  be  mora 
properly  infifted  on  hereafter  in  the  courfe  of  this  hSt^&A^ 
we  (hall  proceed  to  diftin^ifh  the  kingdom  of  B^Um 
from  the  kingdom  of  Ajfyrta^  and  to  exhibit,  purfuatit  to 
our  cuftom,  a  feries  of  the  kings  of  Babykn^  accofding.to 
feveral  authors. 

J  T ABLE  of  the Suec^HS  of  the  Bd)yitoim 
KngSj  according  to  Ptolemy*^  Agronomical  CarKm^ 
and  the  Ecclefiaftical  Account. 

According  to  the  mofl  cor-  According  to  the  ecdefeifti- 
red    copies  of  Ptolemf^       oAzQCOMntmSyuellus, 
capon. 

Years.  Years. 

1  Nabsnajar  xtign^      14  i  Nabomnfarm  ot  Salmar^^ 

far  reigned  2| 

2  Nadius    -     -     .     -      2     2  Nabius        -         -         8 

3  Chenzirus  and  Porus    5     3  Chinzerus  and  PoYus     5 

t  See  vol  i.  p.  286,  &  fc^«  ^  Ibid. 
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C IX.      ^^Rljfar)  «/ t6t  t^jloi&m^ 


i^ 


According  fatlie  itioft  cor- 
M&  ibpki'  of  Ptottmft- 
caMnr 

Yean. 


4 
5 
6 

I 


Jugatts    - 
Murddc^Empadm 
Jrkidrtks   - 
Intciteign*!. 
Belihis      - 

th  Rigibiluf         -» 
f^i  Mejiffimriicus 

1*3^  Affar-AdJ&Hut 

14  Saofducbhts 

15  Chymlaittnut 
t^  NahpdtafaruT 
t*]  Nabocdlajjaru$ 

18  lhmr$damut   * 

19  Nhrieajfblajjbtus 

HO  HMmaJins       -^ 


5 
5 

I 
J 

20 
12 
21 
43: 

4 
^1 


Acifording  ta  the  etddbm- 
cd-aetoune  iit  Syncellus. 


4  Tlhifaus 

5  Mardocempadocns 

6  Araanus 

SInterreign  I. 
Belithns 
9  Aporanadifus 
ro  Iregibalhs 

11  Mejfifimardattn 

12  rnferreign  II. 

13  Jfarindinm 

14  Saofducbius 


Years. 

5 
12 

a 


;i 


Cineladanus 
NabopalafaruT 


i 

9 
21' 


I^  Nebticbadomforhhbn^i 

1 8  £A  W<?»  Mtodacb        < 

19  NiregUfarus^  or> 

Saltafat  S 

20  Nahma£u$^  tk  A- 
Jffogfi^  or  HariuSy 
or  Ajjuerus^  oxAr- 
iaxerxes 


5 

17 


2t>9 


209' 


This  table  cbittains,  on  tHeon^  fide,  a  genuine  and 
tfioft  corrcd  copy  of  Ptohmfs  afl^ronomical^  canon  ( Y), 
and  on  the  othef  a  corruption  of  it.  We  (hall  not  here 
mquire  into  the  diffferenccs  between  thefc  two  lifts,  or  tfie 
liberty  the  anther  of  this  ecclefiaftical  account  has  taken 
with  his  oridnal,  which  we  nftay  occafionally  confider 
HAder  the  rdgns  of  theft  kings.  Synctlbtiy  whence  we 
have  taken  this  ecclefiaftical  computation,  has  under  the 
feme  faeud  another,  the  authors  of  them  being  Africanus 


(Y)  This  csmctf  wte  parti- 
edarly  reified  fiom  a  maatf* 
IcSripc  in  thtBidlHatt  libm^ 
at  Ox/brd^  and  feU  by  Dr. 
OviTid, dean  of  St  PauPt^V^ 


Sith  Cal'viftusy  and'  firft  pub- 
lifhed,  with  ?tolmy\  hypothec 
ftsi  by  Dr.  Bambridgt  (79);^. 
prolc^r  of  the  matkematics 
zt  Oxford  (So)^ 


(79)  VitL  Gregof.f^hum,  de  itra  &  ep9cb,  c.  7.  p,  149.  .  (80)  Fid, 

2  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


384  The  H0oryc/ ibe  Bdbylonimf.         IB.  J* 

and  Eu/ebius  K    We  ihall  therefore  have  little  to  do  here  5 
few  arguments  can  be  wanting^  and  ind^d  none  can -be 
ncceffary,  to  prove  the  firft  rife  and  duration  of  the  Sahy- 
Ionian  empire,   which  is  fo   happily  afcertained    tp    our 
hands  by  Ptolemy^  whofe  canon  \%  iTo  exa£Hy  agreeable  to 
Scripturc-hiftory,  that  if  this  latter  could  poflibly  ftand    in 
need  of  confirmation  as  to  the  hiftorical  parts  of  it,  fo  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  hiftory  of  the  great  empires  of  the  jtf- 
fyrians  and  Babylonians^  nothing  could  be  fo  effedual   to- 
^he  i,raof^2s^'&  it  as  this  canon,  which  has  given  birth  to  one   of 
Naboaaf-  the  moft  famous  profane  aeras,  that  of  NabonaJJar^  the 
iar.  firft  king  in  it,  and  without  which  there  would  be  the 

moft  palpable  darknefs  over  the  affairs  of  thefe  peopkw 
Nothing  is  more  furprifing,  than  that  this  mo&  noble  mo* 
nument  fhould  have  beei[i  fo  little  exaqiined  by  the  light 
naturally  rcflefted  on  it  from  the  facred  penmen,   as   not 
to.  have  extricated  the^whple  body  of  chronologers   aad 
hiftorians  out  of  the  labyrinth  they  have  almoft  all   be- 
wildered themfelves  in,  mifled  by  the  extravagancies   of 
the  fabulous  Greek  writer,  who  has  been  blindly  follow- 
ed by  the  antients,  and  unnaturally  by  the  modern  Chri- 
ftians.     This  canon  takes  date  from  the  firft  day  of  the. 
Egyptian  month  Thoth^  at  noon,  of  the  year  of  the  world 
3257.  of  the  flood  1602.  before  Chrift  747.     The  firfl 
of  the  month  Thoth  anfwers  the  26th  of  our  February^ 
which  in  that  year  fell  on  a  Thurfday.    The  kingdom  of 
Babylon  then  took  rife  in  the  24th  year  of  P«/'s  appearance 
on  this  fide  the  Euphrates  ;  which  plainly  (hews  it  to  have 
been    immediately  oi  AJfyrian  origin,  according  to  the 
prophet  ^  ;  Behold  the  land  of  the  Chaldaeans  ;  this  people 
was  not  till  the  hSyxxzxi  founded  it  for  them  that  dwell  in 
the  wildernefs  ;   they  fet  up  the  towers  thereof^  they.raifed 
up  the  palaces  thereof     The  kingdom  of  Babylon  was,, 
then,  founded  by  the  AJjyrians.     This  is  fo  plain,  that 
it  may  be  needlefs  to  multiply  words  in  proof  of  it,  Spe- 
cially after  what  we  have  faid  in  the  chronology  Qfjfffyria^ 
which  direflly  tends  to  make  it  appear. 

Ptolemy,  we  may  perceive,  could  difcover  noking 
of  Babylon  older  than  Naboriaffar^  and  therefore  begins 
with  him;  and  Scripture  mentions  no  king  of  ./^^rW^,  be- 
fore Ptt/,  who  appeared  on  this  fide  the  Euphrates  ^hout 
23  years  before  the  firft  year  of  the  canon  s  ^nd  as  Nabo- 
najfar  is  an  AJfyrian  name,  evidently  compounded  oiiJAo* 
addon-ajfur^  we  may  be  certain,  that  he  was.  thefonor 
grandion  of  Pul^  who,  upon  his  death,  divided  his  mon- 

*  Vid.  can.  chron.  fsecul.  xvii.  *  Ifa.  xxiii.  13. 
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archy  between   his    children.     This    h   a   mc&  cvideni 
point,    and     abundantly    helps    us    to    underftand  what 
the    prophet    means   in    the  text    above,    and  without 
which  it  is  impoflible  to  underftand    how  the  Jffyrians 
ftiould    have  founded    the  land  of    the  Chaldteu     This 
kingdom    of  Babylon  being  then  of  Affyrian  cxtradion, 
and  confidcred  as  a  fifter-kingdom  with  Ajfyrioy  and  being 
a  natural  branch  of  it,  we  have  nothing  here  to  add  to 
what  we  have  already  urged,  except  that  we  C4n  fix  the 
date  of  it  with  fomewhat  more  certainty  than  that  of  the 
AJfyrian  empire  ;  which  we  could  have  no  notice  of  till 
the  firft  appearance  of  Pul  in   the  Weft.    It  may  be- 
gin then    With  us    in   the  twenty-fourth  year  of    PuV^ 
appearance    to    the    Weft  ward    of   the  Euphrates^  i6oi 
years    after  the  flood,    Jind    747  before  Chrift  :  it  ends 
iSioyears  after  the  flood,  and  538  before  Chrift  ;  fo  that 
its  whole  daration  was  no  more  than  209 years;  to  which  if 
ive  add  the  23  years  of  Pul  before  the  date  of  this  canon, 
we  {hall   have  a  number  not  exceeding  232,  for  the  years 
of  the  duration  of  the  great  Affyrian  family,  whether  at 
Nineveh^  or  at  Babylon ^  with  refpecSt  to  what  we  know 
of  the  rife  of  thefc  kingdoms  ;  and   that  Nineveh^  which 
isconfeflfedly  the  oldeft,  did  not  much  exceed  this  number, 
muft  appear  to  any  one  that  gives  himfelf  the  trouble  to 
recoUeft  what  we'  have  fo  amply  obferved  in  the  thijrd, 
fourth,  and  fifth  fe6iions  of  the  preceding  chapter.  * 

The  Chaldeesy  we  are  told,  were  founded  by  the  Af- 
fyrian ;  and  by  the  undoubted  authorities  of  Scripture,  \ 
and  -Ptolemy's  aftronomical  canon,  this  AJfyrian  can  . 
have  been  no  other  than  PuL  If  any  one  can  prove  the 
exiflence  of  another  AJfyrian  conqueror  or  founder  before 
him,  wefliall  be  very  ready  to  congratulate  him  upon 
the  difcovery.  The  canon  itfelf  direSs  us  when  to  date 
the  fall  of  the  Babylonian  empire,  meaning  the  i8th  year 
o(  Nabonadius\  tho%  according  to  the  canon,  he  reigned 
but  17  years  ;  for  every  king's  reign  there  begins  with 
the  latt  Thoth  of  his  prcdeceflbr*s  reign. 

S  E  C  T.     IV. 
JIh  Hiftory  of  the  Babylonians. 

BEFORE  we  enter  u)pon  the  hiftory  of  xhxs  people,  ti 
conftituting  a  wide  and  moft  famous  monarchy,  we 
muft  juft  take  a  retrofpeft  of  their  firft  eftablifliment   as 
a  kingdom,  which  is  vainly  given  out  to  have  exifted  be-' 
fore  the  deluge.     Wc  have  already -exhibited  the  antedi- 
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luvian  princes  of  this  part,  according  to  the  fcveral  au- 
thors j  and  faid  as  .much  of  its  firft  founder  Nimrod  as  we 
have  beed  able  to  colleft.  We  have  therefore  now  no- 
thing that  remains,  but  to  declare  who  are  faid  to  have 
been  his  immediate  fucceflbrs  in  this  infant  kingdam,  a 
,  .  lift- of  which  we  have  tranfcribed. 

JT ABLE  of  the  kings  of  Babylon,  tbaf  immg^ 
diately  fucceeded  Nimrod. 


According  to  Eufebius, 

Years. 
Evechoos^  oxNimrod^  \  r 
reigned  -  -  -  3 
Chomasbolus  -  *  7 
Porus  -  -  -  35 
Nechobes       -  "43 

Abios  -  -  -  48 
Oniballus  -  -  -  40 
Zinzirur    •     -      -      45 


224 


According  to  Syncelkis. 

Years. 

1  Evochous^ov Nimrod y  7    ^ 

reigned     -     -     -    j 

2  Chofmabolus    "       "        7 

3  Porus       -      -       -      35 

4  Nechuies     -     -     -       4.3 
Jbius     -     -      -     -     48 

40 
45 

224 


6  '^nibatles     - 

7  Zinzirus     -     - 


Our  authors,  we  fee,  perfeflly  agree  as  to  thcfe  kings 
who  are  called  the  dynafty  of  the  Chaldtes  ;  and,  indeed, 
in  this  cafe,  Syncellus  has  faithfully  copied  Eufebius. 
This  dynafty,  which  lafted  no  more  than  224  years,  was 
no  fooner  expired,  than  the  Arabians  became  upfcrmoft, 
and  produced  a  race  of  fix  kings  at  Babylon.  *!  his  Artt- 
Han  dynafty  lafted  216  years,  and  the  two  dynafiies  to- 
gether 440.  The  Arabian  dynafty  was  fucQeeded  by  the 
AJfyrian^  beginning  with  Belusy  and  ending  with  Sarda-^ 
napalus^  as  we  have  given  it  in  the  chronology  of  the  Af- 
fyrians  ^.  The  AJfyrians  muft  then  have  ereftcd  their 
monarchy  long  before  the  call  of  Abrah^mi  \  and  the  faiM 
muft  have  continued  at  leaft  a  thoufand  yean  after  htm^ 
without  any  intermiilion,  according  to  the  moft  common 
accounts,  which  may  be  fuAcidnt(y  difproved  by  this  one 
argument.  Befides,  there  can  wen  be  no  doubt  but  thefe 
Arabian  kings  were,  according  to.ScFiptiirt^  qf  the  coun- 
try of  Elam^  ot  Perjia  ;  for,  under  Chgdorlaomer  king^of 
E/aniy  w^  find  Amraphol  king  of  Sbitmrf  the  uadoubt^ 
Babylonia^  warring  upon  the  kings  of  the  Camonim: 
we  may  then  as  good  as  fatisfy  ourfelveS)  that  this  ArMan 
dynafty ,  as  it  is  called,  fubfifted  after  the  call,  when 

. .  ^  See  before,  p.  260,  &  feqq. 
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Ahraham  refcued  his  brother  Lot  from   them  ;  fo   that 
lience  it  tnay  appear,  that  if  arty  people  can  cJaim  to  have^ 
Been  properly  the  fjrft  monarchy,  the  Elamites^  ox  Per- 
JiaHs^  arc  the  people,  as  we  (hall  obferve  in  iti  proper  place. 
-  We  have  no  certain  notice  of  any  thing  relating  to  the  ^irft 
firft  kingdom  ofEabyhn^  except  that,  about  the  year  1917.  ^i^gdom  of 
before    the  Chriftian  ftu^  it  was  governed   by  a  king  Babylon, 
ealkd  Mraphei^  who  warred  under  the  king  of  Elatn  '.  '^^f'* 
This  is  all  we  have  to  fay  concerning  thefe  early  times >^^''^^'^^* 
of  this  antient  kirigdom,  except  we  adopt  the  Ctefian  ac-  v"/^* 
counts  of  Semiramisy  who,  according   to  him,  muft  be  ^ 
called  the  foundrefs  of  Babylon  ;    and  that  is  what  we 
meed  not  repeat. 

HowtTER,  we  cannot  but  take  notice,  that  the  feries 
we  have  given  of  the  AJfyrian  kings,  as  they  ftand  in 
Eufebiuf  and  SynceUuSy  is  reckoned  as  the  thh-d  dynafty 
of  the  Chalditans  or  Babylonians y  and  called  the  Jfffyrian  ; 
but,  concerning  this,  we  muft  refer  the  reader  to  our 
chronology  of  the  AJfyriam^  where  we  hope  he  will  meet 
with  what  may  fetisfy  hrm  concerning  the  little  weight  this 
fucceffion  of  dynafties  ought  to  have  with  him. 

According  to  this  ^method  of  arrangement,  the  kings 
in  Ptolifny^s  canon  fhould  be  called  the  fotirth  dynafty  of 
the  orientals,  and  diftinguiihed  by  the  title  of  tbt  Babylonian  i 
but  this  we  muft  rejeS  as  built  upon  no  tolerable  founda- 
tion^ and  efpecially  with  us,  who  diftinguifh  fo  widely  as 
we  do,  between  the  arttient  kingdom  of  Babylon,  and  the 
monarchy  or  empire  of  the  fame. 

Wb  have  now  brought  all  the  hiftory  we  know  of  this 
peopte  down  to  the  aera  of  Nahonajfar  j  bur,  before  we 
beght  with  that  genuine  race  of  princes,  who  are  the  only 
kings  of  Babylon  we  can  poffiMy  acknowlefi;e,  from  the 
days  of  Amraphel  above  to  the  ferd  Nabonajfavy  wc  muft 
relate  what  is  fabuloufly  reported  cf  the  man,  Who,  ac- 
cording to  fome  profane* authors,  muft  be  accounted  the 
firft  king  of  Babylon 

He  is  by  fome  called  Behfis  ",  and  by  others  Nany-  ^he  ftory 
bras  **  ;  and  both  aff.ft  to  give  us  an  extraordinary  ftorv  o/Bclt^s^ 
of  him,  which  will  be  almoft  all  we  ftjaH  be  able,  in  thefe  or  Nany- 
authors,  to  find  conctrning  the  Babyhnian  enipird,  ,till  it  brus, 
was  put  to  am  end. 

Under  the  nartie  of  Bdefh^  ^itkk  firft  prirtce  is  rcprd- 
fcnied  as  a  crafty  artd-  m^an-fpiritcd  kna:vc,  and,  at  the 

'  Om.  sdv.  9.  ^  See  before^  p.  302.  ^  Nicoi. 

Daicaio.  kesBserpt  Vabf.  p.  424. 
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fame  time,   as  nothing  lefs  than  an  hero.     It  is  iaid   he 
was  bafe  enough  to  circumvent '^r^^r^i,  bis  collegue  and 
friend,  in  the  moft  fhameful  manner,   by  pretending    a 
vow  be  had,  in  the  midft  of  the  war,  made  to  his   god 
Belus^  That  if  fuccefs  was  the  event  of  it,  and   the    pa^ 
lace  of  Sardanapalus  was  confumed,  as  it  was,  he  would 
be  at  the  charge  and  trouble  of  removing  the  afhes,    that 
were  left,  to  Babylon^  and  there  heap   them  up  into  a, 
mount  near  the  temple  of  bis  god  ;  there  to  ftand  as   a 
monument  to  all^  who  fhould  navigate  the  Euphrates^ 
^ .    of  the  fubverfion  of  the  Jffyhan  empire.     He,  it  feems, 
had  been  privately  informed,  by  an  eunuch,  of  the  im- 
menfe  treafure  which  had  been  confumed  in  the  conflagra- 
tion at  N'imveh  ;  and,  knowing  it  to  be  a^fecret  to  Jrbacesj 
his  avarice  fuggefted  to  him  this  artifice.    Jrbaces  not  only 
granted   him  his  requeft,  but  appointed  him  king  of  Ba- 
hyloHj  with  an  exemption  from  all  tribute.     Belejisy  by 
this  artifice,  carried  a   prodigious  treafure  with  him  to 
Babylon  5  but,   when  the  fccret  was  difcovered,  he  was 
called  to  an  account  for  it,  and  tried  by  the  other  chiefe, 
who  had  been  afiiftant  in  the  war,   and  who,  upon  his 
confeflion  of  the  crime,  condemned  him  to  lofe  his  head. 
Biit  JrbaceSy  a  magnificent  and  generous  prince,  freely 
forgave  him,   left  him  in  poflefHon  of  the  treafure,  and 
alfo  in  the  independent  govertmient  of  Babylon^  faying. 
The  good  he  had  done  ought  to  ferve  as  a  veil  to  his  crime  1 
and  thus  he  became  at  once  a  prince  of  great  wealth  and 
dominion. 
!  In  procefs  of  time,  and  under  the  fucceflbr  of  Arbaas, 

he  became  a  man  of  drefs,  (hew,  and  effeminacy,  unwor- 
thy qf  the  kingdom  or  province  be  held.  Nanybrus^  for 
fo  we  muA  now  call  Belejis^  underftanding  a  certain  robuil 
Mede^  called  Parfondas^  held  him  in  the  utmoft  contempt, 
and  had.  folicited  the  emperor  of  the  Medes  to  diveft  him 
->^  of  his  dominions^  zvA  to  confer  them  upon  himfelf,  of- 
fered a  very  great  reward  to  the  man  who  (hould  take 
ParfmdaSy  and  bring  hiip  to  him.  ParfondaSy  hunting 
fome  where  near  Babylon  with  the  king  of  the  Medes ^  and 
ftraggling  from  Ibe  company,  happened  to  fall  in  witb 
fome  of  the  fervants  of  the  Babylonian  Nanybrus^  who 
had  been  tempted  with  the  promifed  reward.  They  were  ' 
purveyors  to  the  king  j  and  Parfondas^  being  vefy  thirfty, 
afked  them  for  a  draught  of  wine,  which  they  not  only 
granted,  but  prevailed  upon  him  to  take  a  meal  with 
them.  As  he, drank  freely,  fufpe£Hng  no  treacbenr,  he 
was  eaiUy  perfuaded  to  pafs  that  night  it^  Qom^znj  of  fome 
\  beautiful 
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beautiful  women,  brought   to  him  on  purpofe  to  detain 
bini.    But,  while  he  was  in  a  profound  fleep^  the  fervants 
of  Nanybrus^  ruflhiing  upon  him,  bound  him,  «nd  carried 
ftim  to  their  prince,  who  bitterly  reproached  him  for  en- 
deavouring to  eftrange  his  matter,  the  king  of  the  Medes^ 
from  him,  and  by  that  means  place  himfelf,  in  his  room, 
on  the  throne  of  Babylon.     Parfondas  did  not  deny  the 
charge  j  but  with  great  intrepidity  owned,  that  he  thought 
himfelf  more  worthy  of  a  crown,  than  fuch  an  indolent 
and  effeminate  prince  as  he  was.     Nanybrus^  highly  pro- 
voked at  the  liberty  he  took,  fwore  by  tlie  gods  Belusr 
and  Molis^   or  rather  AClytta^    that  Parfondas  himfelf 
fbould,  in  a  fhort  time,  become  fo  effeminate,  as  to  re- 
proach none  with  effeminacy.     Accordingly,  he  ordered 
the  eunuch,    who  had  charge  of  his  mulic-womcn,  to 
ftave,  paint,  and  drcfs  him  after  the  manner  of  thofe  wo- 
men, to  teach  him  their  art,  and,  in  (hort,  to  transform 
him,  by  all  poffible  means,  into  a  woman.     His  orders 
-were  obeyed,  and  the  mainly  Parfondas  foon  exceeded 
the  faireft   female  in  finging,  playing,  and  the  other  arts 
of  allurement. 

.  In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  the-  Medes^  having  in 
vain  fought  after  his  favourite  fervant,  and  in  vain  offered 
great  rewards  to  fuch  as  {hould  give  him  any  information 
concerning  him,  concluded  he  had  been  deftroyed  by  fome 
wiJd  beaft  in  the  chace.  At  length,  after  feven  years,  the 
Mede  was  informed  of  his  ftate  and  condition  by  an  eu- 
nuch, who,  being  cruelly  fcourged  by  Nanybrus' s  order ^ 
fled,  at  the  inftigation  of  Parfondas,  inp  Media ^  and 
there  difclofed  the  whole  to  the  king,  y^ho  inimediately 
difpatched  an  officer  to  demand  him.  Iffanybrus  pretended 
to  know  nothing  of  any  fuch  perfon  \  upon  which  an- 
other officer  was  fent  by  the  Medi'i  with  a  peremptory 
order  to  feize  on  N^nybrusj  if  he  perfifted  in  the  denial, 
to  bind  him  with  his  girdle,  and  lead  him  to  immediate 
execution.  This  order  had  the  defired  effe6l:  tht  Baby- 
Ionian  owned  what  he  had  before  denied,  promifing  to 
comply,  without  further  delay,,  with  the  krng's  demand  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  invited  the  officer  to  a  banquet,  at  ^ 
which  150  women,  among  who  n  was  Parfondas^  made 
their  appearance,  finging  and  playing  upon  various  in- 
ftruments.  But,  of  all,  Parfondas  appeared  by  far  the 
moft  cljarming ;  infomuch  that  Nanybrus  inquiring  of  the 
Mide,  which  he  liked  beft,  he  immediately  pointed  at 
him.  At  this  the  Babylonian  clapt  his  harids,  andj  fallhrg 
Jnto  2^n  immediate  fie  of  laugu.p-  told  him,  who  th^- 
C  c  3  perfon 
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perfon  v^fis,  whom,  he  thus  preferred  to  all  the  reft ;  add- 
ing, thj>t  be  could  anfwer  what  he  had  done  before  the 
king  of  the  Medes.     The  dfficer  was  ho  lefs  furpriftd    at 
fuch  an  aftpniihing  change,  than  his  mafter  was  after- 
wards, when  Parfond^s  appeared  before  him.     The  only 
favour  Parfondas  begged   of   the  king,  for  all  his   paft 
fervices,  w?is,  that  he  wouM  avenge  on  the  Babyhnian  the 
bafe  and  highly  injurious  treatment  he  had  met  with  at 
his  hands.     The  Mede  marched  accpordingly,  at   his  infti- 
gallon,  to   Babylon  ;    and,    notwithftanding  the  remon- 
ftranccs  of  Nanybrus^  urging,  that  Parfondas  had,  with- 
out the  leaft  provocation,  piKleavoured   to  deprive   hiai 
both  of  his  life  and  kingdom,  declared,  that  in  ten  days 
time  he  would  pafs  the  fentence  6n  him,  which  he  de- 
ferved,  for  prefuming  to  ad;  as  judge  i^  bis  own  caufe, 
inftcad  of.  appealing  to  hiip.  But  Nanybrus  having,  in  the 
mean  time,  gained  with  a  large  bribe  Mitrefhemes,  the 
Mede\  favourite  eunuch,  the  king  was  by  him  prevailed 
upon  to  fentence  the  Babylonian  only  to  a  fine;  which 
.  inade  Parfondas  curfe  the  man  that  firfi  found  out  gold, 
for  the  faice  of  which  he  was  to  live  the  fport  and  dc- 
rificn  of  an  cfieminate  Babyknian.     The  eunuch  endea^ 
voured  to  appeafe  him,  but  in  vain ;  de^f  to  all  remon- 
ftrances,  he  meditated  nodnng  but  revenge ;  and  in  the 
end  had  the  fatisfadion  of  belong  fully  revenged  both   on 
the  Babylonian^  and  the  eunuch  his  friend  p. 
'The  gi'  To  proceed  from  this  fi^tious  relation  to  the  genuine 

fimnehi'  hiftory  of  the  Babylonians,  in  which  there  is  ^chafm  of 
-^'''^  y'^' many  hundreds  of  years  between  the  times  of  Nimrod 
Uabylo-  ^^^  Amraphely  to  the  times  we  are  now  reached  down  to  ^ 
mans.  ^j^^  g^jj.  ^abyhnian  king  V(e  meet  with  after  them,  and 
thofe  we  have  naentioned  to  have  fucceeded  between 
Nabonaf-  them,  is  Nabonajfar^  the  firft  in  Pi^hmy^s  canon.  As 
far.  we  find  nothing  particular  cohcoming  this  king,  fb  well 

Year  of   known  from  the  aera  that  pafles  under  his  name,  we  (hall 
the  flood   fiipphr  th^t  deficiency  with  fome  conjeftufcs  concerning 
r^^il'.fl  ^^®  firft  rife  of  the  Babylonian  kingdom,  which  vw  arc 
Bcf.Chrift  ^Q^  writing  of.    That  it  rofe  much  about  the  fame  time 
^47-      with   the  kingdom  of  AJJyria,  fcems  undeniable  ;    fince 
"^"^^^     only  twenty-foor  years  after  the  appearance  oiPul,  whom 
we  have  proved  above  to  have  been  the  founder  of  the 
JJfyrian  monarchy ,wc  find  mention  made  ofNabonaJ/arking 
Ot  Babylan.  That  Babylon  was  governed  by  its  own  kings, 

^  CTE^.;apudDiOD.  SicuL.  1.  ii.  p.  78.  &  Nicol.  Damasc. 
in  exce^.  Valef.  p.  424,  &  feqq. 
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even  when  the  AJfyrian  niQnarc;Jby  was  in  its  full  glory,  is 
no  Jefs  certain,  both  from  Scripture*  and  profane  hiftory. 

Th£S£  twt>  kingdoms  then  rofe  much  about  the  fame 
timey  and  for  feveral  years  fubfifte<}  together.  But  by  what 
means  did  Nabonaffar  obtain,  by  what  means  did  he,  and 
bis  fuccefibrs,  keep  pofTefiion  of  a  kingdom  bordering  on 
the  empire  of  tht  Jffyriamy  whom  we  have  feen,  under 
the  conduiSl  of  their  ambitious  and  warlike  princes,  grafp* 
ing  at  nothing  lefs  than  the  fovereignty  of  all  the  Eaft  ? 
Tney  wage  war  with,  and  impoie  their  yok^  upon,  all  the 
nations  around  them.     But  no  notice  is  taken  in  hiftory, 
till  the  reign  of  Efar-hadion^  their  fifth  king,  of  any  at- 
tempts of  this  nature  made  even  by  their  moft  warlike 
princes    againft  the    neighbouring  kingdom  of  Babylon. 
Nsiy^  we  find  them  croffing  both  the  Tigris  and  the  £1/- 
fhrates^  in  order  to  extend  their  dominions,  and  bring 
under  fubjeAton  the  diftant  nations,  while  that  kingdom, 
which  muft  have  been  more  temptmg  to  theioi  than  any 
other  they  could  have  in  view,  remained  ftill  unconquered. 
Thefe,  and  many  other  difficulties  of  the  like  nature,  can, 
in  our  opinion,  be  no  otherwife  folved  but  by  adopting 
the  f>  ftem  that  has  been  fuggefted  to  us  by  a  late  chrono- 
loger  '',  fuppofing  the  AJfyrtan  and  Babylonian  kings  to< 
have  been  two  branches  of  one  and  the  fame  family*     For, 
according   to  that   fyftem^  P«/,  the  firft   JJfyrian  con- 
queror, left  two  fons,  Tiglatb'pilifer  and  Hahmajfar.  To 
the  former  he  bequeathed  the  kingdom  of  JJfyria  ;  and 
that   of  Babylon  to  the  latter.     Tiglath-pilejer^  the  elder 
fon,  refided  at  Nineveh^   the   original   feat  of  the  em- 
pire,   while  Nabonajar-y    who     was    the    younger  J)ro- 
ther,   held  his  refidoice  at  Babylon.     As  the  two  king- 
doms were    governed   by  princes   of  the    fame  family, 
we    may    well    fuppofe    a    perfed    harmony    to    have 
'reigned  between  them,   the  younger  branch  at  Babylon 
acknowleging  a  kind  of  fuperiority  in,  and  fubje<Slion  to, 
the  elder  at  l^ineveh.     If  there  had  no^  been  the  ftrifleft 
union  between  thefc  two  kingdoms,  is  it  to  be  imagined, 
that  the  kings  of  Ajfyria  would  have  croffed  the  Euphratis 
to  make  war  at  a  great  difiance  from  their  dominions,  ' 
whil<  they  had  fo  powerful  an  enemy  as  the  king  of  Ba- 
bylon behind  them,  who  might  have  taken  advantage  of 
their  abfencc  to  invade  their  country,  when  it  was  drained 
of  the  choiceft  of  their  (bldiery  ?  If  the  kings  of  the  two  . 
countries  had  not  been  bound  by  the  moft  foltmn  ties, 
can  we  fuppofe,  that  the  fitf^y^www  would  have  let  flip 

•  Sir  Isaac  Nbwt.  <jlroD.  p.  277,  &  fcqq, 
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fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  attempting,  at  leaft,  to 
humble  To  powerful  and  ambitious  a  neighbour  ?  T^bey 
could  not  but  be  well  apprifed,  that  the  wefterii  na- 
tions, whom  the  Affyriam  were  haraffing  with  endlefs 
wars,  would,  for  their  own  quiet  and  fafety,  have  readily 
joined  them.  And  yet  we  read  of  no  fuch  atten^pts. 
May  we  not,  therefore,  infer  from  thence,  that  a  good 
underftanding  fubfiAed  between  the  two  kings  of  the  coun* 
tries,  free  from  all  umbrage  and  jealoufy  ?  And  on  virhat 
elfe  could  fo  lafting  an  harmony  be  founded,  but  on  the 
natural  ties  of  blood  and  parentage  ? 

As  Nahonajfar  was  the  firft  king  of  Babylon^  after  it 
was  ercfied  into  a  feparate  kingdom  from  that  of  Jffyria^ 
be  bids  as  fair  as  any,  to  have  been  the  Belefis  of  Ctejias  ; 
and  is  accordingly  called  BeUffus  and  Baleujfus  hy  JSTtco- 
las  of  Damafcus  »,  and  by  Hifparchusy  Nanybrus^  vrho 
was  confcfTcdly  the  (ame  perfon  with  Belefis.  But  w^e 
Ihall  not  trouble  our  readers  here  with  conjeftures,  which 
have  little  or  no  foundation  in  genuine  hiftory,  nor  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  fables  of  Cte/ias  to  hiftorical  truths. 
Nadius.  Nabonassar  was  fucceeded  by  Nadius,  who  reigneJ 

Year  of    two  years,  and  Nadius  by  Chinzirus  and PoruSy  who  reigned 
the  flood  five  ».     They  may  have  be^n  brothers ;    but   their  names 

i6i  5 .  bear  no  affinity  either  with  the  Cbaldee^  or  the  AJfyrian. 
Bef.  Chr.  ]\}GJi.\^s  reigned  next:  there  h  nothing  recorded  of 
'  733.  hicT,  nor  c«in  we  offer  at  one  conjeflure  concerning  him, 
^^-v'^^  except  that  he,  as  well  as  thofe  he  immediately  fucceeded, 
Jugacus.  and  thofe  that  came  after  him,  down  to  Affar-addin^  did 
Year  of  nothing  worthy  of  notice,  and  that  they  may  have  pafled 
the  flood  jj^gjj.  ^jjyg  j„  jIqj^  ^^^  eflFeminacy, 

r^rt*         Mardoc-empad  ^ :  he  is  certainly  the  Merodach-ba- 
6  ^  '^^^^^  ^^  Scripture,    the    fame  that  fcnt  an   embaflV   to 
•  1^^^^  He%ekUih  king  of  Judah.     The  times  of  the  former  in 
Mardoc-     ^^^  canon,  and  of  the  latter  in  Scripture,  exaftly  agree  \ 
eoip^d.       '^^^  *f  ^^  ^*^^  ^^^  '"  ^^  feventh  or  eighth  year  of  his 
Year  of    reign  that  he  fent  to  He%ekiah.     In  Ifaiah  ^  he  is  called 
the  flood  Merodachbaladan^  as  we  have  written  him  above ;  .but 
1627.      in   the  book   oi  Kings  he   is  called  Beroducbbaladan^^ 
B^f  Chr.  and  in  both  places  the  fon  of  Baladan ;  whence  we  ga- 
721.       thcr,  that  xhtjugaus  above,  who  feems  to  have  been 
^•■VX^  his  father,  might  perhaps  be  more  properly  called  Bala- 
dan,    He  is  the  &i&  Babylonian  king  we  find  in  Scrip- 
**  'c  to  have  had  any  intercourfe  with  the  kings  at  Jeru- 

COL.  Damasc  in  edog.  Valcf.        *»  See  before,  in  the 
p.  386.     «  Ibid.     ^  Ifei.  xxxix,  1.  «  2  King*  xx.  12. 
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falem.    He  fent  a  fpecial  embafly  to  congrattulate  7/^z#- 
Jtiah  on  his  late  recovery,  and  to  inquire,  as  is  generaJly 
fuppofed,  about  the  fun's  retrogreffion.     As  the  kings  of   Y«r  of 
jfjyria  and  Babylon  were   united   by  the  ftrifttrft  ties  of  the  flood 
Hood,  and  mutual  alliances,  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  an  ^^'^1^1?^^ 
traordinary  event,  or  prodigy,  could  excufe  the  king  of     '_ 
Bahyhn*l  correfponding  with  a  prinpe,  then  at  open  war       79- 
with  the  king  of  AJfyria,     Merodach-haladan  reigned  12    "-^^^^ 
years,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

Arkianus  ^  ;  concerning  whom  all  we  know  is,  that  Arkianus, 
'  he  reigned  but  five  years,  and  that  after  him  there  was  an  firfi  in- 
interreign  of  two  years  ^  terreign^ 

Belibus  ^  fucceeded  to  this  interreign';  but  by  what  gelibus 
means,  or  by  what  right,  we  know  not.     He  reigned  but    Year  of 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  which,  whether  he  died,  or  wa$  the  flood 
difplaced,  may  be  doubted,  by  the  (hortnefs  of  his  reign.  1646. 

He  made  room  for  Apronadim^  who  reigned  fix  years  \  Bcf  Chr, 
and   was  fucceeded   by  RegibeluSy  who,  after  one  year's      702. 
xeign,  gave  place  to  Mefejfimordacus,     Four  years  after    ^-'v^ 
an  interreign  enfued,  which  lafted  eight  years '.  Were  we  Aprona- 
allowed  to  indulge  conjedlures,  where  hiftory  leaves  us  quite  ^^'^s. 
in  the  dark,  we  fliouJd  conclude  from  the  (hortne/s  ol^%^^ 


th 


lus. 


efc  kings  reigns,  that  they  did  not  fucceed  each  other !"?" 
as  father  and  foni  biit  were  appointed  by  the  kings  of  Af-  ^**^"*' 
fyria^  as  they  thought  proper,  out  of  the  Babylonian  fa-  ?^!z^/^* 
mily.     The  cider  branch  at  Nineveh  might  in  time  have  ^^    . 
affumed  over  the  younger  at  Babylon^  and  appointed  them  ^^^^^^^*' 
rather  governors,  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  than  kings. 

The  eight  years  of  this  interreign  being  expired,  Af^  AiTar-ad- 
Jar-addin  "»,  the  Efar-haddon  of  Scripture,  poflefled  him-  j^^ 
felf  of  the  kingdom  of  Babylon,  We  have  already  faid 
all  we  pofitively  kno«w  of  him,  when  we  formerly  gave 
his  reign  as  king  of  AJfyria,  It  is  remarkable,  that  h^ 
Ihould  deliberate  fo  lohg  as  eight  years,  before  he  aflumed 
the  government  of  BaJylonm  perfon.  Whether  he  feized 
on  that  kingdom  by  art  or  violence,  is  uncertain,  as  we 
have  obfcrved  elfewhere  ".  But,  by  *what  means  foever 
the  two  kingdoms  were  united,  it  is  certain,  that  after 
this  union  the  AJfyrians  rofc  to  an  higher  pitch  than  ever 
they  had  been,  at  leaft  in  the  weftern  parts,  where  under 
this  king  they  eftablifhed  their  power  more  firmly  than  it 
had  ever  been,  and  even  conquered  Egypt  o.  He  reigned 
at  Babylon  thirteen  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

^  See  before,  iii  the  canon,  ubi  fup  *  See  before,  ibid, 

•  ^  Ibid.         ^  Sec  before,  ibid.         »  See  before,  ibid.        «  See 
before,  p.  324.  ^  5ee  before,  p.  325. 
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Saofdu-  Saosducheus,  or  SaofducBt^us  ^,  who,  as  well   as 

chcus.  his  predeceflbr,  was  king,  both  of  Nineveh  and  Babylon^ 
We  have  already  fpoken  of  him,  and  related  his  exploits 
at  large  *,  as  king  of  ^Jyria.  He  reigned  twenty  years, 
and  was  fucceeded  by         ,  ' 

Chyuala-       CHYNALADAN,or  Sarac^  who  was,  as  well  as    his 
dan.  two  predeceflbrs,  king  both  oi  AJfyria  and  Babylon^   andf 

reigned  twenty-two  years.     The  length  of  thefe  three 
reigns,    which  in  fum  make  up  fifty-five  years,    which 
exceeds  the    fum    of  the   nine  reigns  and    two    inter- 
reigns  between  Nabonajfar  and  AJfar-addin^  by  two  ycars^ 
may  convince  us,  that  the  kings  oi  Babyleriy  during   that 
interval,    were  little  better   than  governors,  placed   and 
difplaced  by  the  kings  of  AJfyria  at  their  will  and  plea- 
fure  ;  and  continued  or  difcontinued  juft  as  they  approved 
themfclves    more  or    lefs   trufty  and  ferviceable   to  the 
JJfyrian   kings.      Hitherto  the  kingdom   oi  Babylon  had 
been  dependent  on  the  emperors  at  Nineveh ;  it  now  be- 
gins to  make  a  very  different  %ure,  exalting  itfelf  on 
the  ruins  of  the  JJfyrian  monarchy, 
Nabopal-      For  Nabopallafar  a  fucceeded  Chynaladah  in  the  kingdom 
laiar.         of  Babylon^  and  is  faid  to  have  wrefled  that  kingdom  from 
^flr^  they^r/Vzwj,  and  to  have  feized  on  it  himfelf ;  and  is  plainly 
the  flood   ^j^p  j^^  ^Y^^  transferred  the  feat  of  the  AJfyrian  monarchy 
"R*/ C?K     ^^  Babylon  b.     His  name  declares  him  to  have  been  an  AJ- 
626  ^'  fF^^^'i  ^"^  to  ^^vc  deri\  ed  his  origin  from  Puly  and  Na- 
i^J,  bonajfar  his  fon,  it  partaking  equally  of  both  ;  for  as  Na- 
bonajfar is  plainly  compounded  of  Nebo-addon-ajfury  this 
man  feems  to  have  rejefted  the  Addon  for  Puly  and  to 
have  had  his  name  compounded  from  Nebo-pulajfur  ^ ;  to 
^     declare  thereby  his  defcent  from  Pul  by  Nabonajfar^  and 
his  right  to  the  kingdom  of  Babylon^  of  which  his  family 
had  been  unjuftly  deprived  by  the  elder  branch  of  AJfyria. 
If  fo,  he  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  afTerting  his  right  j  for, 
being  appointed  ovtt  Chaldaa^  upon  the  death  of  Saofiu- 
cheusy  who  left  the  AJfyrian  affairs  in  great  confufion,  and 
at  a  time  when  the  Medes  were  in  the  full  vigour  of  their 
purfuit  againft  the  kings  at  Nineveh^    he  took  the  ad- 
vantage, and,  feizing  on  the  kingdom  of  Babylon  for  him- 
felf, he  entered  into  an  alliance  with  Cyaxares  ih^^eie^i 
and,  joining  heartily  in  the  war  with  him  againfl  the  king- 
dom of  A^rioy  they  reduced  it  to  a  very  low  conditioa, 

"^  See  betbre,  in  the  canon,  abi  fup.      «  See  before,  p.  ^27, 
$c  feqq.  '  See  before,  in  the  canon,  ubi  fup;  ^         ^  See 

.  before,  p.  329,  &  feqq.  *=  Sec  before,  ibid.  ^  Aiix. 

PoLYHisT.  apud  Sync£l.  p.  210.     EusEB.  in  chxoB, 
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thought  as  we  have  made  it  appear  ^,  he  did  not  live  to 
fee  the  final  deftruftion  of  it ;  for  the  irruption  of  the   , 
Scythian^^v^t  a  ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  thefc  new  allies, 
for  the  fpace,  as  we  are  told,  of  twenty-eight  years  8. 

This  prince  is  called,  by  contraBion^  Nabulajfar^ ;  but 
by  the  fame  author  he  is  alfo  called  Isfebuchadonofor  *,  as 
he  is  by  others  ^  Nebuchadnezzar ;  whence  he  is  diftin- 
guifhed  from  his  fon,  as  the  firft  of  the  name  J.  As  the 
jljfyriansy  as  well  as  the  Babyhnians  and  Medes^  were, 
at  this  time,  wholly  employed  in  defending  thcmfelves 
againft  the  Scythians^  who  had  made  thcmfelves  mailers 
pf  all  Upper  Afta^  Pharaoh- Necho  king  of  Egypt  laid  - 
hold  of  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  to  recover  the  city 
of  Carchemifb^  then  fubjeft  to  the  king  of  AJfyrta.  King 
Jcftah  attempted,  upon  what  motive  we  know  not,  to 
oppofe  the  Egyptian  on  his  march  j  but  his  army  was 
routed,  and  himfelf  flam  p.  This  fuccefs,  and  much 
more  the  furrender  of  Carchemtjh^  encouraged  the  fatrapa 
or  governor  of  Cosjefyria  and  Vhosnice  to  revolt  from 
Nabopallafar^  who  had  reduced  thofe  provinces  fome  time 
before,  tnis  battle  having  been  fought  in  the  fixteenth 
year  of  his  reign.  As  he  was  then  flricken  in  years,  he 
took  his  fon  Nabocolajfar^  or  Nebuchadnezzar^  for  his 
partner  in  the  kingdom,  and  fent  him  at  the  head  of  a 
powerfularmy  againft  the  Egyptiansy  and  revolted  Syrians. 
Qvier  the  Egyptians y  who  were  ftill  at  Carchemijhy  the  young 
prince  gained  a  complete  viftory,  retook  the  place,  and 
put  the  garifon  to  the  fword  ^.  That  this  happened  in 
the  end  of  the  third,  and  beginning  of  the  fourth  year 
o^  Jehoiakim\  reign,  is  manifefl  from  Scripture  r. 

Elated  with  this  fuccefs,  he  marches  into  Judaa^   y        ^ 
takes  Jerufalerrtj  rifles  the  temple,  and,  feizing  on  Jehoia-    .    ^^^ 
kiniy  puts  him  in  bonds,  with  a  defign  to  fend  him,  among    i'jaz, 
the  other  captives,  to  Babylon ;  but  upon  his  fubmiffion,  and  jggf   Q\^f^ 
promife  of  paying  a  yearly  tribute,  the  Babylonian  chang-      506, 
ed  his  mind,  and  left  him  as  a  kind  of  viceroy  under 
him ».     The  viflorious  prince,   purfuing   his  conquefts, 

^Sce  before,  in  the  notes,  p.  331.  «  See  before,  in 

the  notet,  ibid.  *»  B£kos.  apud  Joseph,  contr.  Ap. 

J.  i.  p.  1044.  &  aatiq.  1.  x.  c.  1 1.  ^  Idem  apud  eund. 

antiq.  1.  X.  C.  1 1 .        *  In  libr.  Juchasin,  p.  136.     'David. 
Gantz.  II.  chron.  1.  ii.  n.  285.  -      p  See  before,  p.  180. 

«  Jerenuxlvi.  2.  ^  Jcrero.  ib.  &  xxv.  i.  &  Dan.  i.  u 

» l5aa*  i.  2,  &  fcqq.     2  Chron.  xxxv.  6.     2  Kings  xxiv.  i . 
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turned  his  arms  next  againft  Pharaoh- Necho,  and  without 
oppofition   made  himfeif  mafter  of  the  whole  countrir 
between  the  Nile  and  the  Euphrates  \    But,  in  the  mean 
time,  his  father  Nahopallafar^  dying  at  Babylon  zftdr  a 
reign  of  twenty-one  years,  upon   the  firft  notice  of  his 
death,  he  haftened  to  B  a  hy  Ion  ^  witha  fmall  retinue,   by 
the  (horteft  way  of  the  defert,  committing  to  his  generals 
the  command  of  the  army,  and  the  care  of  the  captives 
who  were  to  be  fent  after  him,  with  the  fpoils  of  the  na- 
tions he  had  conquered  «. 
Nabocol-       Being  thus,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  become  fole  line 
aflkr.  of  Babylon^  his  firft  care  was  to  adorn  and  inlarge  the  feat 

Year  of  of  his  growing  empire  w.     While  he  was  thus  bufied,  he 
the  flood  was,    in    an  extraordinary  manner,    affcSed  by  dreams. 
'743-     One  efpecially,  which  he  had  in  the  fecond  year  after  his 
Bef.  Ghr.  father's  death,  gave  him  greater  uneafinefs,  than  all  the 
^^5-      reft,  though  he  had  intirely  forgot  it.     Having,  therefore, 
^"^^''^^    under  great  anxiety  of  mind,  called  together  his  magi- 
cians or  Chaldaans^  he  required  them  not  only  to  inter- 
pret his  dream,  but  to  remind  him  of  what  he  had  dreamt. 
The  Chaldaam  anfwered  with  one  voice,  That  it  was 
their  province  to  interpret  dreams;    but  that  the  gods 
alone  could  know  what  a  man  had  dreamt.     This.anfwer 
provoked  the  king  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  refoJved   to 
put  them  all  to  death  j  and  gave  orders  accordingly   to 
Artoch^  the  captain  of  his  guard.     But,  before  thefe  cruel 
orders  could  be  put  in  execution,  Daniel^  who  had  been 
brought,  with  his  three  companions,  to  Babylon^  among 
the  other  Jewijh  captives,  and  was,  as  well  as  his  com- 
panions, to  undergo  the  fame  fate  with  the  Chaldaans^ 
expoftulating  with  Jlrioch  upon  the  raflinefs  of  the  de- 
cree iflued  againft  them,  prevailed  upon  him  to  introduce 
him  to  the  king.     Being  admitted  to  his  prefence,  he  gave 
him  afTurance,  that  he  would  fatisfy  him  in  what  he  was 
'  fo  folicitous  to  know.     Having,  upon  this  promife,  ob- 

tained a  fiiort  refpite,  he  repaired  to  his  three  companions ; 
and,  joining  with  them  in  an  add refs  to  heaven,  the  fecret 
was  revealed  to  him  in  a  night-vifion.  Thus  inftru£^ed 
from  above,  he  repaired  to  jfrioch  ;  and,  being  agaiii  by  him 
introduced  to  the  king,  after  inftilling  into  the  haughty 
prince  fome  notions  of  the  might  and  majefty  of  God, 
he  not  only  told  him  his  dream,  but  gave  him  fuch  a 

«  2  Kings  xxiv.  7.  *  Beros.  apod  Joseph,  antiq.  I.  x. 

c.  II.  &  contra  Apioo.  1.  x.  et  apud  EufEB,  dc  praep.  cvang. 
l.ix.  c.  40.  ^  Bergs,  ubiiup. 
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fatisFadory  interpretation  of  it,  that  tbc  prince,  amazed 
at  what  he  heard,  could  not  .forbear  faJling  on  his  /ace, 
worfhiping  Daniely  and  acknowle^ing  his  God  the  Gofl 
of  gods,  and  Lord  of  kings.'  Not  fatisfied  with  thefe 
extraordinary  demonftrations  of  efteem,  he  made  him 
rich  prefents,  invefted  him  wih  the  government  of 
the  whole  province  of  Babylon^  and  appointed  him  chief 
of  the  governors  of  all  the  wife  men  of  Babylon  *. 

In  the  mean  time  a  peace  being  concluded  between  the  Nineveh 
Medes  and   the  Lydians  by  the  mediation   of  Labynetus^  taken ^  and 
^hat   is,  Nebuchadnezzar^  and  Syennefu  king  of  Cilicia^  ^^  ^  /^^ 
Cyaxares  the  Mede  refolved  to  refume  the  fiegc  oi  Nineveh^  *^  ^^^  -^f- 
which    the  irruption  of  the   Scythians^   and   the  Lyd'tan  fy"^  '^' 
war,    had    obliged  him  to   interrupt,    and  poilpone    to^'^^* 
this  time.  Having,  with  this  view,  entered  into  an  alliance    T^^  ^^ 
with     'Nebuchadnezzar^  and   confirmed  it  by  a  marriage  ^*^  "<^ 
between  that  prince  and   his   daughter  Amyite^  the   two  bJ/^q, 
kings  marched  againft  Nineveh^  took  that  proud  metro-      5^      ^' 
polis,  levelled  it  with  the  ground,  and  put  an  end  to  the     c-,^ 
Affyrian  empire  y.     As  to  the  true  epoch  of  this  remarks- 
ble  event,  we  have  fettled  it  above  ^. 

While  Nebuchadnezzar  was   thus  employed,  Jehoia-   Year  of 
i//«,  laying  hold  of  that  opportunity,  fliook  off  tlie  Baby-  th^  flood 
Ionian  yoke,  after  a  three  years  fubjeflion.     But  his  re-      1749. 
.volt  coft  him  dear  5  for  the  king  of  Babylon^  highly  in-  ^^-  Chr, 
cenfed  againft  him,  difpatched  an  army  into  Judaa^  con-      599- 
fifting  of  various  nations,  who,  having  laid  the  country   '  ~ 
wafte  far  and  near,  took  and  murdered  that  unfortunate 
prince  ;  and,  dragging  his  body  out  of  the  city,  left  it  un- 
buried,  purfuant  to  Jeremiah*s  prediftion  ».    He  was  fuc- 
cecdcd  by  his  (onjehotachin,  againft  whom  Nebuchadnezzar 
Tent  firft  an  army,  upbh  what  provocation  we  know  not ; 
and,  arriving  afterwards  himfelf  before  JerufalenL,  which 
his  troops  had  invefted,  he  ordered  Jehoiachm,  who  came 
out  to  him  with  hb  mother,  and  his  whole  court,  in  a 
moft  fubmiifivc  manner,  to  be  arretted,  and  carried  cap- 
tive to  Babylon^  after  a  (hort  reign  of  three  months,  and 
ten  days.     Having  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  city,  he 
ranfacked  and   plundered  it  a  fecond  time,  together  with 
the  temple,  palace,  and  treafury  ;  and  carried  off  with 
him  an.immenfe  booty,  and  fuch  numbers  of  captives  of 
all  ranks  and    conditions,    that  fcarccly   fuflSicient  hands 

.  «  Dan.  ii.  pa*  tot.  y  Hbrod.  1.  i.  c.  106.  «  Sec 

«*>ove,  p.  331.  m  the  notes.  «  Jcrcm.  xxii.  18,  19. 

&  xxxvi.  30.    See  before,  p.  185. 
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*  were  left  to  cultivate  the  Jand  ^  Before  he  returtied  to 
his  own  dominions,  he  fet  Mattaniah  on  the  throne  of 
that  defolate   kingdom,  changing  his  name  into  that  of 

•  Zedekiah^  and  at  the  fame  time  laying  him  under  a  certain 
tribute,  and  obliging  him  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  ^d 
allegiance  6. 

No  fooner  was  this  over,  than  Jeremiah  ^  began  to 
prophefy  the  increafe  of  this  princeVdominidn  ;  and  par- 
ticularly, that  he  (hoiild  fubdue  Elarriy  a  kingdom  on  the 
river  Ulai^  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Tigris^  (G).  This 
country  muft  have  been  the  Sujiana  of  the  Greeks y  and 
lay  fo  opportunely  for  him,  bordering  almoft  on  his  domi- 
nions, that  he  can  have  beeit  no  very  great  while  in  the 
completion  of  this  advantageous  prophecy. 

This  mighty  prince,  the  darling  of  heaven,  or  the  in* 
ftrument  rather  of  God's  wrath  to  punifh  the  wickedneft 
of  the  nations  round  about  him,  had  always  his  viftories 
and  acceffions  of  fortune  preceded  by  prophecies  from  the 
mouth  of  Jeremiah^  or  fome  other  prophet ;  nay,  plots 
and  feditions  contriving  againft  him  were  Wafted,  while 
yet  in  embryo,  by  typical  remonftrances  from  men  divine- 
ly infpired.  So,  when  the  kings  oi  tht  Moa bites y' Am-' 
moniieSy  Tyr'tans^  and  Zidonians^  would  have  tempted  Ze- 
dekiahy  the  though tlefs  king  of  Jerufalem^  to  rife  againft 
the  Babylonian^  Jeremiah  ^  fent  to  each  of  the  emb^/Ta- 
dors  in  his  court  a  prefent  of  yokes  and  bonds,    to  be 

^  2  Kings  xxiv.  8— 1 6.  .2  Chron.  xxxri.  20.  Jcrem.  xx.  1. 
xxix.   I,  2.     £zek.  xvii.    X2.  «  Jerem. 

xxxvii.  I.  2  Kings  xxiv.  17.  ^  Chron.  xxxvi.  1 3.  Ezck. 
ubifupr.  13,  14.  28.  **  Jcrem.  xlix.  34 — 39.  ^  Ibid. 
XXV  ii. 

(G)  By  the  words  of  the  tvlll  caufe  Elaxttto  be  di/majed 

prophecy  ,£/«/«  muft  have  been  be/pre  their  enemies^  and  before 

a  great  and  potent  kingdom  :  thtm  that  feek  their  life  \  ^nd 

Behold,  I  luill  break  the  bo^w  I  nuill  bring  e*vil  upon  tbetUt 

of  Elam,    the   chief  of  their  even  my  fierce  angfr^  faith  the 

might.     And  upon  Elam  fwill  1  Lord  ;  and  I  tuiil  fend  tht 

bring  the  four  qjuinds  from  the  fwordafier  them,  till  I  ha^e 

four  quarters  of  heafven,   and  confumed  them    And  I  *will  fet 

nvilljcatter  them  towards  all  my  throne  in  Elam ;  emd  I  imU 

thofe  ijuinds  i/ind  there  Jhall  be  deftroy  from  thence  the  kingt 

Ko  nation  luhither  the  oxtt^fit  andtheprutttepifedthtbi\j^^^ 

of  Elana  fhall  nH  come.     For  I  ( i jk),- 

(12)  Jtrtm,  xlix.  J5— 3*.  V 
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C.  IX.       fbe  Hifiorj  of  the  Babylonians, 
carried  to  their  maft-rs.  with  this  declaration,  That  the 
if  f»f  of  hofts    the  God  of  ti,e  whole  earth,  bad  doom- 
S?    ^Jj'^iw*^  ^^J^'"^""^  to  Nebuchadne:czar  i  that  thev 
Aould  an  ferve  h.m^  his  fon,  and  bis  fon's  Von"  2 
fucl^  as  Ihould  but  offer  to  rejefl  his  yoke,  he  would  pu! 
nilh  with  thefword,  and  with  famine,  and  with  pefti- 
lence,  till  they  were  utterly  confumed  by  him  ;  but  that 
thofe  who  ojiKdy  fubmittcd  their  necks,  and  faithfully 
obeyed  the  k.ng  of  Babylon,  fhould  find  mercy,  and  re^ 
p«m  m  the  poffeffion  of  their  country  k :  f„ch^  was  abS- 
lutely  to  oc  thejr  fete.  ,f  they  refifled';  and  fuch  their  re- 
ward. If  they  behaved  fubmiffively  under  their  bondage 

A  MOUE  fiAhme  elevation  noman  can  be  fhewn  in   than 
rii«,  wfa,ch  exalts  him  to  the  height  of  being,   as  it  'were 
GoD8.mmed.ate  vicegerent  here  on  earth.     But,  how 

S^'k'  rt  *^'Il"'  ^T'^l  ^'  T  '■^P«'"«ted,  he  was  dreaT 
ed  but  for  a  t.me,  by  the  weftern  nations  efpecially ;  who 
notwithftanding  the  fevere  remonftrance  aild  ded^rS 
afjeremtah,  were  contrmng  how  thev  fhould  free  thei^ 
felves  from  the  k.ng  of  &,l>yU«.  dbuchadnezZrT^. 
derftanding  that   th^  EsjpHans,  the  7«c;.,  and  the  other 

nations,  were  contnv,ng  to  withdraw  themfelves  frbmhfe 
obedience,  and  that  Z.^i/^^,  whom   he  had  apSted 
JungofJeruJhUm     h^   be6i    encouraged  ^v  KS    • 
^fe  or  Jpnu   king  of  Eg,p,  to  fet  1,im  a^  defiance 
KMvedpmjcularly  to  punilh  fuch  ingratitude  and  ?nfil 

S£f  It  t  Cf  f  »f»°'^''«'-y  ™-nner  j  and,  pu  t"„g 
hunfcif  at  the  head  of  his  army,  he  advanced  to  the  fron? 
•ers,  at  the  feme  time  to  cbafKfe  all  thefe  prefumptuo^ 
T^  J  where  bemg  arr  ved,  and  confidering  wi  h  We? 
that  he  bad  a  number  of  them  th  deal  with  he  r^l^^  „^ 
in  fufpenfe  for  a  while,  dubious  where  fc  ftof.M  ^^ 
open  the  war ;  till  at  laft  he  referred  X  tjSre  it  bf 

**  >f  .„*^  A"  ?f"^^  .'"^'^»  °f  ^JivinatioC^n  praake 

w.ththeG&«tf.«j   who,  having  confulted  th^enS  of 

animals,  their  images,  or  teraphim,  and  their  arr?^  (H), 

I  ,  delivered 

17.    Je«m.;di*.i.    xii.  4.  ^     '' ''        *Chron.,«vi. 
(« J)  Su  ,h  iOr«r.  e.  v.  f.  54,  ,y  j,^,  SaU',  tr,nJUti„. 

"  them. 
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Th^  Hijiory  of  the  Babylonians*  B*  L 

*  delivered  it  as  their  opinion',  That  the  war  fhould  fixft 
break  out  againft  the  yews  "».  The  Babylonian  army  then 
made  its  way  to  the  kingdom  of  that  people,  and,  in  a 
few  days,  became  matter  of  all  their  cities,  except  Lachijhy 
Azekah^  and  Jerufalem^  '^   which,  in   the  latter   end  of 

•  December^  the  fame  year,  was  blocked  up  by  Ntibiuhad- 


»Ezek.  xxi.  19—^24 


?  Jerem.  xxxiv.  7. 


them  for  this  purpofe  were 
like  thofe  with  which  they 
caft-  lots ,  being  without 
heads  or  feathers;  and  were 
kept  in  the  temple  of  fomc 
idol,  in  whofe  prefence  they 
were  confulted.  Seven  fuch 
arrows  were  kept  at  the  tem- 
ple of  Mecca  J  but  gene- 
rally in  divination  they  made 
ufe  of  three  only ;  on  one 
of  which  was  written.  My 
Lord  hath  commanded  me  ; 
on  another,  My  Lord  hath 
forbidden  me ;  and  the  third 
was  blank.  If  the  firft  was 
drawn,  they  looked  on  it  as 
an  approbation  of  the  enter- 
prize  in  queftion  j  if  the  fe- 
cond,  they  made  a  contrary 
conclufion ;  but,  if  the 
third  happened  to  be  drawn, 
they  mi^ed  them,  and  drew 
them  over  again,  till  a  deci- 
five  anfwer  was  given  by 
one  of  the  others.  Thefc 
divining  arrows  were  gene- 
rally confulted  before  any 
thing  of  moment  was  under- 
taken ;  as  when  a  man  was 
about  to  marry,  or  about  to 
go  a  journey,  or  the  like. 
[Ehn  al  Jthir,  alZamakh^ 
Sc  al  Beid.  in  Kpr*  c.  5. 
Al  Moftatraf,  &c.  Vid.  Foe, 
fpec.  p.  327,  &c.  &  D^Her- 
helot,    biblioth.  orient,  art. 


"  Acdah],  This  fuperftitious 
"  practice  of  divining  by  ar- 
**  rowswasufedbytheantient 
"  Greeks  [Vrd.  Pott,  antiq.  of 
"  Gr.  vol.   i.  p.   .;?4.J    and 
'*  other  nations ;  and  is  psurd' 
*^  cularly  mentioned  in  Scri- 
**  pture  [^Ezek.  xxi.  21.] where 
"  it  is  faid,  that  the  king  ^Ba- 
"  hyXon  flood  at  the  farting  of 
**  the  <way,  at  the  head  of  thi 
**  tfwo  tvays,  to  ufe  divination  l 
**  he  made  his  arroivs  bright 
**  (or,  according  to  the  verfion 
"  of  the  Vulgate t  which  feemS 
"  preferable  in  this  place,  he 
"  mixed  together  or  ihook  the 
**  arroiAJsJ'f  he  confulted  vtith 
**  images^     &C4      The    com- 
"  mentary  of  St.  Jemmy  on 
"  this    paiTage,    wonderfully 
"  agrees  with   what   we  arc 
*'  toldoftheaforefaid  cuilom 
"  of  the  old^r^^j;  He  Jball 
"  flemdy  faith  he,  in  the  high- 
"  nuay^  and  confult  the  oracle 
**  after  the  manner  of  his  na- 
"  tion,   that  he  may  caft  or- 
**  rotus  into  a  qui'ver^  and  ndx 
**  them  together ^  being  ^written 
**  upon,  or  marked,  nvitb  the 
•*  names  of  each  people^  that  he 
"  may  fee  njobofe  arrow  vnU 
*'  come  forth,  and  *which  city 
"  hi    oagbt   firft    to   attack 
(14)." 


(14}  Stt  tbi  prelim,  dift.  to  tbtfami,p:  24$,  i%j. 
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Tuzzar^   with  all  bis  foraii(j^b^  army^  and  a  ^lofe  and  vi- 
gorous iiege   enfu^d  <>• 

While    he  was  thus  employed,  he  bad  advice,  that 
Pbaraob  Hopbrah  \f^s  on  jhis  march  to  relieve  the  befieged ; 
whereupon  he  broke  up  from  before  the  city,  and  marched 
to  eive  the  Egyptian  battk  P,  and  atuck  him  before  be 
jCpuTd  be  poffibly  joinejd  by  any  of  the  difcontented  na* 
tioxis  mentioned  abov^ }  but,  before  he  left  yitufaUm^  he 
took  care  to  fend  all  the  captive  ^^^j  in  bi^  camp,  apdount* 
ing  to  832  perfons,  ypder  a  good  guard,  to  Babylon'^.    He 
then  moved  agajo^  the  Egypiiar^^  vvl^o^  not  daring  to 
abide  the  onfet,  as  ihpMM  (l^^^n  by  the  prophet  r,  retreated 
in  proportion  as  If^bticha^ne^zar  ac^vanc^  ;  tho'  others  ? 
tell  us  they  vent^f^  a  b^^ttle,  ^bich  ended  in  their  over- 
throw. 

Having  thus  driven  the  Egyptians  back  ^gain  into 
their  country,  he  renewed  the  nege  with  frefli  vigour  $ 
and,  having  in  the  end  made  bimfelf  mafter  of  the  place, 
vented  his  rage  on  the  king,  the  inhabitants,  and  th^  city 
itfelf,  in  the  manner  we  have  already  defcribed  ^  ,^, 

Nebuzaradan,  one  of  the  "Babylonian  generals,  car-^ 
ried  with  him  feveral  prifoners  of  great  diftindion  to  the 
jking  ^t  Riilaby  ^ybither  he  bad  retired  during  the  fiege, 
who  were  all  by  bis  orders  put  to  death.  Among  thefe 
were  Seraifb  the  high-prieft,  Zephfniah  the  fecond  prieft, 
Zedekiab*%  chief  general,  and  feveral  of  his  favourites  and 
counfellors  ^. 

Nebuchadnezzar,  having  thus  put  an  end  to  th,^ 
IJraelitiJh  kingdom,  and  appointed  Gedaltab  as  a  kind  of 
gpvernor  over  the  remnant  of  the  meaner  people,  whom 
he  left  bebmd  to  cultivate  die  land  ',  returned  once  more 
4to  his  metropolis,  adding  great  ftrength  and  glory  to  it, 
by  the  immenfe  booty  be  brought  with  him,  and  a  nu- 
merous acceffion  of  new  inhabitant. 

With  the  gold  he  amaffed  in  this  expedition,  it  is 
thought  he  crefied  y  the  nionflrous  coloffus  of  that  metal, 
in  honour  of  his  god  Bel^  in  the  plain  of  Dura^  in  the 
province  of  Babylon.  It  was  ftxty  cubits  in  height,  and 
fix  cubits  in  breadth,  and  all  of  gold  ;  and,  having  fum* 
monied  together  a^  his  princes,  governors,  captains,  judges^ 

^  2  Kings,  ubi  fup.    Tercm.xxxix.  i.  lii.  4.  p  Jerem. 

xxxWi.  5.  9  rdem  hi.  29.  .  '  Idem  xxxvii.  7. 

•  J08BPH.  anriq.  Jud.  1.  x.  c.  lo.  *  See  before,  p.  184. 

k  z  Kings  xxv.  1  —22.  »  2  Kings  xxv.  18—21. 

'      *  Ibid.  vcr.  22.  r  Prideaux  ubi  fup.  L  ii.  p.  87. 

Vol.  IV.  D  d  tre^furers. 
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4oi  TbiHiJcry  iftbeB^htnms.        B.  t^ 

treafurers,  counfellors,  and  all  the  rulers  of  provinces,  to 
the  dedication  of  this  idol,  proclamation  was  made.  That 
all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  fliould  no  fooner  hear 
the  found  of  various  muiical  lAfiniments,  than  they  {hould 
fall  down  and  worfhip  the  golden  image  Nebuchadnezzar 
the  king  had  fet  up,  on  pain  of  being  immediately  thrown 
into  a  burning  furnace*  It  was  on  this  occafion,  that  tlie 
three  Hebrew  youths,  Shadrach^  Mejhechy  and  Abednego 
(K),  courageoufly  refufing  to  obey  the  king's  wicked 
conimani,  were  miraculoufly  prcferved  in  the  midfl  of 
the  flames.  Nebuchadnezzar^  who  was  an  eye-witne6 
of  the  furpriiing  prodigy,  acknowlegin^  the  might  and 
power  of  the  God  of  Shadracb^  M^echy  and  Abednego^ 
decreed,  that  whofoever  {hould  blafpbeme  his  name,  fhould 
be  cut  in  pieces,  and  his  houfe  ibould  be  turned  into  % 
dunghil*. 
y^l  ^  This  mighty  prince,  in  the  twenty-fccond  year  of  hts 
^  6  ^^'g'^^  croffcd  the  Euphrates^  once  more  to  make  war  on 
Bcf^  Chr  ^^  weftern  nations.  It  had  been  prophefied,  that  he 
r 8c'.  '  ^^"W  fubdue  Egypt ^  and  treat  her  as  he  had  treated  "Ju^ 
^  dah^i  and  that  the  fame  fete  fliould  befal  the  city  of  Tyrt*^, 

In  completion  of  thefe  prophecies,  he  fat  down  with  his 
army  before  Tyre  ;  but,  after  a  thirteen  years  fiege,  had 
nothing  but  an  empty  city  for  his  pains,  moR,  of  the  inha-^ 
bitants  having  retired,  with  their  beft  eSeds,  before  he 
entered  it,  to  a  neighbouring  ifland  ''•  During  this  long 
fiege,  he  completely  reduced,  by  detached  parties,  the  Si- 
doniansy  MoabiteSy  Ammonites^  and  Edomites^  purfuant  to 

»  Dan.  iii.  per  tot.  ^  Ezek.  xxix.  2  —1 1 .  xxx.  4—26. 
xxxi.  18,  xxxii.  2 — 32.    Jer.  xliv.  i — 30.  ^  Essek.  xxvi. 

2—16.  xivi.  xxviii.  &c.  '  ^  Id.  xxix.  18.    See  before, 

vol.  ii.  p.  372.  • 

(K)  It  may  be  thought  poEible  well  to  conceive  how 
ilrange,  that  Daniel  was  not  fo  important  an  officer  could 
accaied  as  well  as  his  friends,  it  have  been  abfimt  upon  fo  gene- 
being  impoffible  to  fuppofe  he  ral  a  fummonsy  and  upon  fo  fo- 
fell  down  and  worihiped  the  lemn  an  occafion ;  but  that  his 
image.  To  this  it  is  anfwered  enemies  might  think  it  dang^- 
,(i6),  thathemafi  have  been  pus  to  begin  with  him,  and 
either  abfent,  or,  if  prefent,  chofe  to  pave  the  way  to  hit 
muft  have  been  too  great  a  man  dellrudion  by  that  of  his  three 
to  be  accufed.  It  is  obferved  friends,  who  being  miraca- 
( 1 7)  to  be  mod  probable,  that  loufly  delivered,  D^xr/V/efcaped 
he  was  prefent,  it  l>eing  im-  all  danger,  of  coarfe. 


( \  6)  Sei  Prid,  p.'uil  (17}  Urn  ibid. 
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the  ftveral  prophecies  of  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel^  ;   and   Year  of 
fent  Nebuzaradan  v/ith  a  party  into  Judaay  to  revenge  the  the  flood 
death  of  Gedaliah  ;  which  he  did  accordingly,  carrying  ofF     i??^- 
with  him  into  captivity  745  perfons,  the  poor  remains  of  ^c^-  Chn 
that  unhappy  people,  and  thus  completing  the  defolacion     ST^^ 
of  the  land  «. 
'*  ;>..From  Tyn  Nebuchadnezzar  marched  ftrait  into  Egypt^ 
which  was  promifed  him  as  a  reward  for  the  toil  he  and  his 
army  had  undergone  before  Tyre  ^,     That  kingdom  was 
then  in  great  confuilon  and  diforder,  occafioned  by  a  civil 
war  between  Apries  and  Amafis,     Of  this  the  Babylonian 
taking  advantage,  entered  the.  country,  flew  great  num* 
bers  of  the  native^,  enriched  himfelf  and  his  army  with  the 
fpoib  of  fo  weahhy  a  kingdom,  and  returned,  carrying 
with  him  an  iramenfe  booty,  and  an  incredible  number  of 
captives.     That  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Egypt ^  that  he 
(polled  and  laid  wafte  that  kingdom,  and  carried  great  num- 
bers of  the  inhabitants  into  captivity,  is  manifeft  from  the 
prophecies  of  Jeremiah  8  and  Ezekiel^.     But  whether  or 
no  he  appointed  Amafis^  fo  famed  among  the  Egyptians^ 
his  lieutenant  or  viceroy  there,  as  fome  have  conjectured, 
b  what  we  will  not  take  upon  us  to  aflfert,  iince  we  know 
nothing  for  certain  concerning  this  expedition,  but  what 
we  learn  from  the  above-mentioned  prophets,  itit  Egyptian 
priefls  having,  as  Scaliger  well  obferves »,  carefully  con- 
ceiled  from  Herodotus  whatever  could  reflect  the  leaft  dif- 
honour  on  that  haughty  nation.     It  muft  have  been  about 
this  time  that  h»  conquered  the  Ethiopians,  Libyans j  and 
the  otker  nations  mentioned  by  the  prophet  ^. 

Thus  far  we  have  feen  him  a  warrior  beyond  all  the 
Babylonian  princes  who  went  before  him  ;  and^  having 
done  with  his  martial  exploits,  we  muft  retire  with  him 
to  Babylon,  and  take  a  view  of  what  he  did  there.  As 
the  magnificence  of  that  city  is  wholly  attributed  to  him ; 
and  it  was  under  him  it  attained  that  fplendor  which  taifed 
it  above  all  the  cities  of  the  Eail ;  we  ihall  here  defcribe 
it  as  one  of  the  chief  works  of  that  monarch,  equally  great 
in  peace  and  in  war.  In  this  defcription  we  (hall  tread  in, 
the  footfteps,  and  follow  the  method^  of  a  late  learned 
author '. 

**  Jcr.  xxviu  xxviii.  xxix.    Ezck.  xxv.  «  Jerem.  lii.  30. 

£zek.  iv.  5,  6.          ^  Idem  xxix.^9.  f  Jcrcm.  idiii.  xliv. 

xlvi.             ^  £zek.  xxix.  xx¥.  xxxi.  ^  Scalic.  in  not. 

ad  fragment.             ^  Ezek.  xxx.  4 — ip.  *  Prid.  in 
his  coime£l.  book  ii.  part  i.  p.  94,  &  feq. 
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Babylon      '  SemiHamis  \%  faid  by  fomcS  and  Bdus  hj\ 
dtfcrihtd.  to  have  founded  this  city.    But,  by  whomfocver  it 
founded,  Ntbuchadnezzar  was  the  perfbn  who  put  th< 
hand  to  it,  and  made  it  one  of  the  wonders  of.  the 
The  moft  famous  works  in  and  about  it  were  the  ^ 
the  city,  the  temple  of  Belus^  Nebuehadnezzar's  pa 
the  hangmg-giurdensj  the  banks  of  the  riv^r^  the  artii 
lake,  and  canals. 

Thb  city  was  furrounded  with  walls,  in  tbickneft, 
feet,  in  height  350  feet,  and  in  compafs  480  furlong" 
or  60  of  our  miles.  Thus  Herodotus^  who  was  hint 
at  Babyhn ;  and  though  fome  difagree  with  him  in  tb 
dimenfions,  yet  moft  writers  give  ua  the  fame,  or  near  t| 
fame,  as  he  does  ^  (P).  Thefe  walls  farmed  an  exa( 
fquare^,  each  fide  of  which  was  120  forloi^,  or  ri 
miles,  in  length,  and  were  all  built  of  laree  bricks  cement-' 
ed  together  with  bitumen  ^,  a  glutinous  ^ime^  whtch  ibe« 
out  of  the  earth  in  that  country  s  and  in  a  (hort  timjBi| 
grows  harder  than  the  very  brick  and  ftone,  which  it  ( 
ipents.  The  city  was  .tncompafled,  witlxnjt  the 
with  a  vaft  ditch  filled  with  water,  and  Imed  with  J 
cm  both  fides  \  and,  as  the  earth  tbat  was  dug  out 

*  Sec  before,  p.  287.  "  Abyden.  ex  Mbcasth.  a{! 

EusEB.  pnep  cvang.  1.  ix.  p.  457.     Quint.  Curt.  1.  v.  c 
^  Hbrodot.  1.  i..  c.  178.  *  Pun.  hift.  oat.  L  vi.  c.  2^ 

Fhilostr.  I.  i.  c.  18.        y  Herodot,  ubifupr. 
ibid.  c.  179.  Quint.  Curt.  1.  v.  c.  i.    Strab.  1.  xvi,  p.  7J 
DiODOR.  SicuL.  1.  ii.  p.  69.   Arrian.  de  expedit.  Alex. X] 
*  Sec  vol.  i.  in  the  notes,  p.  329,  330. 


(P)  Diodorus  Sicu/us  dimi- 
nifiies  the  circumference  of 
thefe  walls  very  confiderably, 
a^nd  takes  fomewhat  from  the 
height  of  them,  as  in  Herodotus, 
tho*  he  feems  to  add  to  their 
breadth,  by  faying.  That  fix 
chariots  might  drive  abreaf): 
thereon;  while  the  former 
writes,  that  one  chariot  only 
might  turn  upon  them;  but 
thea  he  places  b'uHdings  on  each 
fide  of  the  top  of  thefe  wsdls, 
which,  according  to  him,  were 


but  one  fbry  high  (28)  j 
may  pretty  well  reconcile  f 
together  in  this  refped. 
obferved  (29),  that  thofe  1 
give  the  height  of  thefe 
but  at  50  cubits,  fpeak  of  ti 
only  as  they  were  ^fter  the  I 
of  Darius  Hyftaffisy  who 
caufed  them  to  be  beaten  dofjuj 
to  that  level.    To  dwell  [ 
cularly  on  the  varieties  in  ; 
thors  that  have  fpoken  of  I 
city,  would  be  both  endkfsi 
fmitlefs. 


(^8)  L, 


1.  €»  179. 


(19)  Vid.  Prid,  uhifttp.p.  95, 
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Uvmi  td  maketke  bricks^  wc  obay  jinlge  of  jche  depth 
8Uid  largenefi  of  the  dicch  from  the  height  and  thickaefs  of 
the  waUs.  la  the  ivfaole  ccMttp^  of  the  w^l  there  were 
an  hundred  gates,  that  is»  t«irenty-i6ve  oa  each  pf  the  four 
iides,  all  oiade  of  folid*^brafs.  Between  every  two  of  theie 
gates,  at  (iroper  diftances,  were  'three  tpmeii^  and  four 
more  at  the  four  corners  of  this  great  iquare,  and  .^ee 
between  each  of  thcfe  comers  aad  the  next  gate  on  either 
iide,  and  each  of  tfae&  towers  was  ten  feet  higher  thsin 
die  waUs.  But  thb  is  to  be  uoderftood  only  of  thofe 
mrts  of  the  walls  .where  towers  were  xieed&il  for  defence  ^. 
^or  fome  parts  of  them  being  upon  a  morafe,  an/j  inaccef- 
fible  by  an  enemy,  there  the  labour  and  coft  wa^  fpared^ 
-V^'ch,  thou^  it  mufl  have  fpoiled  the  fymmetry  of  the 
whole,  muft  be  allowed  to  totve  favoured  of  good  ceco- 
nomy ;  though  that  is  what  one  would  not  ha^e  expe^ed 
from  a  prince  who  had  been  fo  determiaed,  as  Netuchad-^ 
ne%%ar  muft  have  been,  to  >maloe  the  city  coqifilfi^  both 
for  ftrengtih  aad  beauty.  The  whole  number,  then,  of 
thefe  towers  amounted  to  no  mare  than  25O9  wi^rea^  4 
much  greater  number  would  hanre  heea  neodTary -to  have 
made  the  uniformity  complete  all  nound.  Frooi  the  25 
gates  in  each  fide  of  this  fi^uare^  there  was  a  ftrait  flreer^ 
extending  to  the  correiponding  gate  in  the  oppoTue  waU» 
whence  the  whole  number  or  the-ftreets  ahiII  have  been, 
but  50 ;  but  then  they  lipre  each  about  15  KiUes  long; 
25  of  them  cro£^  tiie  other  %$  exatSbly  at  right  angles*** 
Befides  thefe  whole  ftreets,  we  fnuft  redkon.four  half- 
ftreets,  which  were  but  rows  of  houfes  facing  the  four 
imier  fides  of  the  wails.  Thefe  four  Ixalf-ftreets  were  pro* 
pcrly  the  faur.ftdes  of  the  city  withki  the  walk;  and  were 
eaeh  of  them  aoo  feet  broad  %  the  whole  ficeqts  being 
about  150  of  the  &me.  By  this  dbiterfedioA  of  the  50. 
ftreets,  the  city  was  divided  into  676  fquaces^  each  of  four, 
furloags  and  an  h^xm  each  fide,  .or  taro  miles  and  a  quar- 
ter in  cQiQpaft.  Round  thefefcpiares.on  every  iide  tOMT^s 
the  ftreets  ftood  the  houfes,  all  of  three  or  four  ftories  in 
heichft,  and  ^leautified  ^  with  all  ^ipaonec  el  oooarMntfi ; 
and  the  fpace  withki  'each  of  thefe  f^uarea  was. all  vaid» 
aad  taken  t|p^by  y^rds,  and  gardens,  and  the  like,  either 
for  plcafure  or  tonvjcnien^Ct 

«  Oionoft.  Sicvx.l  ji.  p.  6>8^,  *  Herpdot;  ubi  fap. 

c.  180.  •  iDipDOK.  Sxcui.^f.iif  P.  67.  f  ,HERO-i 

DOT.  lAi  Tup..    .Phklostr.  1.  i^ 
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A  BRANCH  of  the  Euphrates  divided  the  city  into  two, 
running  through  the  midft  of  it,  from  north  to  foutb, 
over  which,  in  the  very  middle  of  the  city,  was  a  bridge, 
a  furlong  in  length  h,  or  rather  more,  and  indeed  much 
more,  if  we  hearken  to  others,  who  hy  it  was  no  left 
than  five  fiades  or  furlongs  In  length,  though  but  30  feet 
broad,  a  difference  we  (hall  never  be  able  to  decide  :  this 
bridge,  however,  is  faid  to  have  been  built  with  Dircmderrul 
art  s  to  fupply  a  defed  in  the  bottom  of  the  river,  which 
was  all  &ndy.  At  each  end  of  this  bridge  were  two  pa- 
laces ^  ;  the  old  (£ii]ace  on  the  eaft  fide,  the  new  one  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  river  j  the  former  of  whkh  took  up  * 
four  of  the  fquares  above-mentioned,  and  the  latter  °>  nine. 
The  temple  of  Belus^  which  ftood  next  to  the  oW  palace, 
took  up  another  of  the  fame  fquares. 

The  whole  city  ftood  in  a  large  flat  or  plain,  in  a  very 
fat  and  deep  foil »  ;  that  part  or  half  of  it,  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  r\ver,  was  the  old  dtyO;  and  the  other  on  the  weft 
was  added  by  HAuchadnexziar  p,  both  being  included  with- 
in ^t  vaft  /quare  bounded  by  the  walb  aforefaid.  T^ 
form  of 'the  whole  was  feemingly  borrowed  from  NinevA^ 
which  was  alfo  480  furlongs  \  but,  though  it  was  equal 
in  dimenfions  to  this  city,  it  was  le/s  with  re/pe^  to  its 
form,  which  was  a  parallelogram  ^,  whereas  that  of  Baby- 
-  hn  was  an  exad  fquare :  it  is  fuppofed,  that  Nebuchadn^x^* 
zar,  who  bad  deftroyed  that  ohk  feat  of  the  Affyrian  cm* 
pire,  propofed  that  this  new  one  ihould  rather  exceed  it 
than  not ' ;  and  that  it  was  to  fill  it  with  inhabitants,  that 
he  tranfported  fuch  numbers  of  the  captives  from  other 
countries  hither  '  \  though  that  is  what  may  be  difputed, 
feeing  he  therein  only  followed  the  confbnt  praSice  of  the 
kings  of  J/fyriaj  who  thought  this  the  moft  ceri^n 
means  of  affuring  their  conquefts  either  to  themfelves, 
or  their  pofterity* 

But  it  plainly  appears,  that  it  was  never  wholly  tnhar 
bited  :  fa  that,  even  in  the  meridian  of  its  glory,  it  may 

^    *'Strab.  ttUfup.  p.  738.  \  DiODOR.Sic.  i.  ii.  p.  68. 

Hbhodot.  1.  i.  c.  186.  Quint.  Curt.  1.  y.  c.  i.    Philostr, 
I.  i.  c.  1?.  .^  Bbro^.  apod  Joseph,  antiq.  Jqdajc.  1.  x. 

c.  II.  JIerodot.  ubi  lup.  Diopoi^.  Sicul.  ^h\  fup.  QaiNr* 
Curt,  ubi  fup.  Philostr.  ubi  fop.  '  Diod.  Sic.  ubi  fup. 
»  Idemifji^f  ^  Herodot.  ubi  fup.  c  193.  «  Bbros. 
vbifop.  Pl^emibi^.  ^  Diodpr.Sicui..  uMfup.p.dy, 
'  Vid.  Prid.  coniiea.  of  the  hill,  of  the  CWd  and  New  TclU 
vol.  i.  1.  ii,  p,  97.  in  8vQ,       .  ?  Vid.  eund.  ibid. 
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be  compared  wjith  the  flower  of  the  fieid,  which  flouriihes 
to*day,  and  to-morrow  is  no  more  ;  for,  as  we  ihall  fee 
in  the  courfe  of  this  Work,  it  never  had  time  to  grow  up 
to  what  Nebuchadnezzar  vifibly  intended  to  have  made  it  j 
for,  Cyrus  removine  the  feat  of  the  empire  foon  after  to 
Sbujbanj  Babylon  fcfl  by  degrees  to  utter  decay  ;  and  yet 
it  muft  be  owned,  as  wejuft  now  hinted,  that  no  country 
was  better  able  tp  fupport  fo  vaft  and  populous  a  city,  had 
it  h^ta  completed  up  to  its  firft  defign  (S). 

Thb 


407 


*k 


(S)  But  fo  far  was  it  from 
hting  finifhed  according  to  its 
original  defign,  that,  when -^/fjf- 
aftder  came  to  Babylon^  ^ 
Curtius  tells  us  (31),  "  no 
**  m<»c  than  90  furlongs  of  it 
'^  were  then  built :  which  can 
*f  no  otherwifc  be  underflood 
**  than  of  fo  much  in  length  ; 
<*  andyif  weallowthebr^ddi 
**  to  be  as  much  as  the  length 
^\  (which  is  the  utmoll  that  can 
*^  be  allowed) f  it  will  folio w« 
'^  that  no  more  than  8100 
**  fquare   furlongs  were  then 

built  upon,  but  the  whole 
**  fpacc  within  the  walls  con- 
«  Utined  14400  fquare  fur- 
**  longs,  and  therefore  there 
**  muft  have  been  6300  fquare 
*y  furlongs  that  ivere  unbuilt, 
•*  which^  Curtius  tells  us,  were 
*^  pibwed  and  fbwn.  And,  be- 
*^  iidcs  this,  the  houfes  were 
<*  not  ^Qtigiieus,  but  all  built 
*^  with  a  Toid  (pace  on  each 
<<•  fide,  between  houfe  and 
<<  houfe,  And  the  fame  hiflo- 
<^  rian  tells  us,  this  was  done 
<^  becaufethiswayofbailding 
*'  ieemed  to  them  (kfeft.  His ' 
«*  words  arc,  Niitker  wm  tbf 
'<  nvboli  city  bmli  upon  i/or  ^hi 
*•  jpace  of  ^furkmgs  it  ■'was 
'(  inbabitiiillnUthiboufitnttiri 


**  not  contiguous t  bteau/e  they 
*«  thought  it  /a/eft  to  be  di- 
**  JP'^fid  in  many  places  diftant 
**  from  each  other.  Which 
"  words  \they  thought  itfafeff\ 
*'  are  to  be  underftood,  not  as 
"  if  they  did  this  far  the  bet- 
**  terfecuring  their  houfes  from 
**  fire,  as  fome  interpret  them, 
**  bat  chiefly  for  the  better  pre* 
"  ferving  of  health  {  for  here- 
*'  by  in  cities  fituated  in  fuch 
"  hot  countries,  thofe  fuffb- 
**  caions,  and  other  inconve- 
"  niences,  are  avoided,  which 
"  mufl  neceilarily  attend  iuch 
•*  as  there  dwell  in  houfes 
"  clofely  built  together.  For 
"  which  reafon  Delhi,  the  ca- 
**  pital  of  India,  and  feveral 
"  other  cities  in  thofe  warmer 
**  parts  of  the  world,  are  thus 
"  built  i  the  ufige  in  thofe 
"  places  being,  that  fuch  a 
"  Ifcited  fpace  of.  ground  be 
"  left  void  between  every  houfe 
^'  and  houfe  that  is  built  in 
'*  them;  and  old  Rome  was 
**  built  after  the  fame  manner. 
*<  So  that,  puttiag  all  this  to^* 
**  geiiier,  it  will  appear,  that' 
'^  Mabybm,  was  fb  large  a  city 
**  in  fcheme  rather  than  reali-^ 
**  tyc  for,  according  to  thii 
'-  aecount,  it  muft  be  by  much 
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Ttmple  rf  'tut  next  grfeat  ^6tk  6fNebuchadne%kiif  vote  thetdir- 
Belas.  pft  of  Belus  ^  The  wonderful  tower,  ho#eVter,  that  ftood 
in  the  middle  of  it,  i^as  not  fiis  work,  bat  #ks  built  many 
ages  before ;  thit;  and  the  fkmous  tower  of  JJ^WW,  bfcihg, 
as  18  commonly  fuppofed,  one  and  the  fatn^  ftnidore  *, 
This  tower,  as  to  its  fbrm  and  dindettfioi^s,  we  fanVe  de^^ 
fcribed  already  ^  ;  and  therefore  fhall  only  add  here,  Aat 
die  way  to  go  up  was  by  ftairs  on  the  outiide  round  it ; 
whei\ce  it  feems  mod  likely,  that  the  whole  afcent  was,  by 
the  benching  in,  drawn  in  a  floping  line  from  the  bottom 
to  the  top  eight  times  round  it ;  and  that  this  made  dw 
appearance  of  eight  towers,  one  above  the  other.  The 
eight  towers,  as  they  are  called,  were  each  of  tfaem  75 
feet  high..  Till  the  times  6( .Nehuchadnezzar^  it  is  thought 
this  tower  was  all  the  temple  4f  Belus  j .  but.  as  ha  did  by 
the  other  antient  buildings  of  the  city  y^  Co  he  did  hy 
thisS  makine  great  additions  thereto,  by  v^fr  edifices 
creAed  round  it  %  in  a  iqusu-^  of  tWo  furlongs  on  every 
fide,  and  juft  a  milt  in  circumference,  which  exceeded  the 
fquare  at  the  temple  erf  JiruJMim  by  r  800  feet  h.  On 
the  outiide  of  thefe  buildings  w^s  a  wall,  ni^hich  inclbfed 
the  whole  5  and,  in  confidcratiftn  of  the  regiihirity  whene- 
With  thb  city  was  to  ^11  appearance  marked  out,  It  i$  ftip- 
pofed  «,  that  this  wall  was  equrf  to  the  fquare  of  the  city 
V^herdin  it  ftood,  and  is  (ocbncludcd  to  ha Ve  been  two 
ihiles  and  an  half  in  circumference.  \n  this  wall  were  fe- 
veral  gates  leading  into  the  temple,  and  all  of  folid  htzCs^  3 
which  it  is  thought '  may  have  been  made  put  of  the  bra- 
fen  fea,  and  brafen  pillar^  and  other  veitels  and  orna* 
ments  of  the  kind,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had  trantjported 

<  Beros.  apud  Jos.  ant.  |f.  x.  c.  1 1.  ,  «  Bochaplt.  ^; 
leg.  part  1. 1,  i.  c.  9.  »  Vol.  i.  p,  330.  ^  Bs^los.  a|>iid  Jo- 
SB  PH.  antiq.  ubi  ^p.         '  Idem  apud  eand  ibid^  *  H«- 

RODOT.  abi  fop.  ^  Vid.  I^rid.  connect,  vo^^  i.  part  i* 

1,  ii.  p.  100.  in  8vo.  ^  Idem  ibid.  f  Hisrodot, 

ubi  fup,  «  Vid.  pRiD.  ubi  fup. 

^i  ^  hs»r  part  that  was  ne-  *<  ber  of  }ts  infimts,  at  thetune 

«'  ver  baiU|  a&d  therefore,  in  ^*  tikne,  who. could   not  dlf- 

'<  ^s  re^A  it  mttft  give  place  **  cem    betWeea   timr  right 

'<  to  Nimnteb,  which  was  as  '<  haad  and  their  fe^,  who, 

<<  maoy  furlongs  in  circuit  as  ^<  the  Scriptaies  tdl  lis,  were 

«^  the:6ther,  and  withoiit  any  ^*  i20,t)Q0  ia  die  tkie  of  ^- 

^*  void  ground  in  it,  that  we  ^'  nab^  doth  fuffidently  prove 

^  ^  told  pf«    A|i4  t)ieiitim*  l^  }( f(^  fuBy  inhabited. 
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isCA'JifUhhm ;  for  in  ihfa  temple  he  is  faid  to  have  idedi-^ 
dMd  hfe  fjxrfb  tikcn  frbih  that  of  JituJaUm^. 

Ik  dii^  teiApte  were  feveral  images  or  idols  of  ma&y 

fold,  an^  one  of  thetn,  as  ^e  have  feen «,  40  feet  in 
ei^t,  the  fame,  as  fuppofed  \  With  that  which  Uebu- 
chadiie%iair  confecrated  in  the  plains  of  Dura  \  This  laft 
is  Ikid  tb  have  been  60  cubifs,  or  9a  feet  htgh,  whicfa^ 
Ihbtigh  it  vaftly  fexteeds  jfhe  dimenfionji  of  the  former,  yet 
18  rttought  to  have  been  fo  extraordinary  for  fize,  that  it 
had  been  attempted  to  teconcile  Aem  into  oae\  by?up« 
Mling,  d)at  ih  the  oo  feA  the  height  of  the  pedeft^  is  in- 
cluded, and  that  the  40  feet  are  for  the  height  of  the  fci- 
tue  without  the  pedeftal ;  and,  being  faid  to  have  weighed 
rooo  talents  of  Babylon  ',  it  is  thence  computed,  that  ic 
Tvas  worth  three  millions  and  an  half  of  our  money  ".  In 
a  vt>rd,  the  whole  weight  of  the  ftatues  and  decorations  in  ^ 

Uiitdnrus  Sictdux  amounting  to  5000  and  odd  talents  ii|. 
goM,  the  ^hole  is  eftimated  at  above  *  one-and-twenty 
ihAlions  of  onr money ;  ^nd  a  fuih  about  equal  to  the  fame^ 
iti  treafure,  utenfil^,  and  ornaments,  not  mentioned  o^  s! 
allowed  for. 

Next  to  this  temple  P,  on  the  fame  eaft-fide  of  the  Thg  #<im 
iriver,  flood  the  old  palace  of  the  kin^s  of  Babylon^  hting  palaen. 
four  mites  in  <ircfumference,    Exa<ffly  oppofitc  to  it,  on 
th^  other  fide  of  the  river  9i,  was  the  new  palace  built  by 
iJebuchadnixzaf^  eight  miles  in  circumference,  and  con- 
ibquently  four  times  as  big  as  the  old  one. 

BtJT  nothing  was  more  wonderfu}  at  Babylon  than  the  7bi  h^g* ' 
Jlanging-^dens,   which  Nebuchadnezzar  made  in  com*  /gr^^nr- 
plaifance  to  his  wife  Amyte^  who,  being  a  Mede,  and  re-  ^to/. 
tSiinitig  a  ftrong  inclination  for  the  mountains  anc|  forcfb 
pf  ber  own  country,  defired  to  have  fomething  like  them 
at  Bdbyton.    They  are  faid  to  have  contained  a  fquare  of 
fout  plethfa ',  or  400  feet,  on  each  fide ;  and  to  have* 
confined  of  terraces  one  above  another,  carri^  vip  to  the 
height  of  the  wali  of  the  city  j  the  afcent  from  terrace  ta 
terrace  being  by  fteps  ten  feet  wide.    The  whole  pile  con- 
iilfted  of  fobftantial  arches  upon  arches,  and  was  ftrw^th- 

.     ^  Dan.  i.  ^.  2  ChFon.  xxxvi.  7.  8  See  before,  p.  401, . 

I»  Vid.  PRID.  ubifup,  *  See1)cfore,  p.  401.  ^  Vid, 

PftbD.abt'fiip.  1  See -before,  ubifup.  ^  Vid, 

Prid.  ttbi  fnp.  p.  t^i .  ^  idemibid.  ^  Idem  ihid. 

f  $TiuB.  1.  xvi.  p.  75i^  «  DftmoR.  Sicvi..  nhi  fup. 

Pnif.09TRAnr.  uiiiXu^t  *  !  J^ioi>OR«-SjcVL.  tibi  fup. 

j>.70, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^10  the  H^ory  of  the  Babylonians.  B*.  I 

^  ened  by  a  wall  fiU'roundiag  it  on  every  fide«  22  icet  thJcJfi 

and  the  floors  on  each  of  them  were  laid  in  this  ordee 
firft,  on  the  tops  of  the  arches  was  laid  a  bed  or  pavemeil 
of  ftones  16  feet  long,  and  four  feet  broad  \  over  this  wa 
a  layer  of  reed  mixed  with  a  great  quantity  of  bitumenl 
and  over  this  two  courfes  of  brick,  clofely  cemented   ton 
gether  with  plafter ;  and  over  all  thefe  were  thick  fheets  or 
lead,  and  on  thefe  the  earth  or  mould  of  the  garden.    This 
floorage  was  defigned  to  reuin  the  moifture  of  the  mould, 
which  was  fo  deep  as  to  give  root  to  the  greateft  trees  vrbich 
were  planted  upon  every  terrace,  togetner  with  great  va- 
riety of  other  vegetables  pleafing  to  the  eye.     Upon  the 
nppermoff  of  thefe  terraces  was  a  refervoir,  fupplied  by  a 
certain  engine  with  water  from  the  river,  from  whence 
thegardens  on  the  other  terraces  were  fupplied. 
'^al*         ^*  ^^^^^  works  attributed  to  Nebuchadnezzar  by  Bi- 
*^^      .r^/iu*  and  Jbydenusy^  were  the  banks  of  the  river,  the 
^2^*^  artificial  canals,  and  the  great  artificial  lake,  faid  to  have 
been  funk  by  Semirarms  ^.    The  canals  were  cut  out  on 
the  eaft  fide  of-  the  Euphrates^  to  convey  the  waters  of 
that  river,  wheil  it  overflowed  its  banks  into  the  Tlgrisj 
before  they  reached  Ba^ylofif    The  chief  of  thefe  canals 
^  was  the  Naarmahha^  of  which  we  have  fpoken  above  •• 

.    The  lake  was  on  the  weft  fide  of  Bakyloff^  ^nd,   ^c-. 
cording  to  the  loweft  computation,  ^0  miles  fquare,   x6o 
in  compafe,  and  in  depth  35  feet,  as  we  read  in  Herodo^ 
iJis^  or  75,  as  Megajihenes  will  have  it^.     The  former, 
perhaps,  meafurcd  from  the  furface  of  the  fides,  ap4  the 
latter  from  the  tops  of  the  banks,  th^t  were  caft  up  upon 
them.     This  lake  was  dug  to  receive  the  waters  of  the 
river,  while  the  banks  were  building  on  each  ficje  of  itl 
But  both  the  lake,  and  the  canal  that  Je4  tp  it,  were  prc- 
ferved  after  that  work  was  coojpleted,  being  found  of  great 
ufe,  not  only  to  prevent  all  overflowings,  \^\x%  to  keep 
water  all  the  year,  as  in  a  coriimon  refervoir,  to  tfi  kt 
out,  on  proper  occafions,  by  fluices,  for  the  improYegi^t^t 
of  the  land. 

The  banks  were  built  of  brick  and  bitumen «»,  on  both 
fides  of  the  river,  to  teep  it  within  its  chanel ;  and  extend- 
ed on  each  fide  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  city.% 
and  even  farther,  according  to  fome  %  who  reckon  they^ 

'  *  Apiid  Joseph,  ubi  fiip.  ^  Apiid  EtrssB.  pnep.  evang. 

ubi  fup.  *  Sec  before,  p.  288.  »  See  befiirc,  p.  337.* 

»»  Hergdot*  Li.  c  185.        ^  MBGAST.nbi  fiip.        ^  Aby- 
DEN.  apud  EusEB.  ubi  fup.       ^  Heropot.  ttbi  /up.       ^  Be- 


aos.  ubi  fup. 
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exiended  160  furlongs,  or  20  miles  j  whence  ft  is  con* 
cltKled  o  they  tnuft  have  begun  two  miles  and  an  half  abore 
the  city,  and  have  been  continued  an  equal  diftance  helow 
it,  the  length  of  the  city  being  no  more  than  15  miles. 
\Vithin  the  city  they  were  built  from  the  bottom  of  the 
river,  and  of  the  fame  thicknefs  with  the  walls  of  the  city  ^ 
it{elf»  Oppofite  to  each  ftreet,  on  either  fide  the  river, 
-W^  a  brafen  gate  in  the  faid  wall  P,  with  flairs  leading 
down  from  it  to  the  river  :  thefe  gates  were  open  by  day, 
and  (hut  by  night. 

Berosus,    Me^aftbmes^    and  Jbydenusy   attribute  all 
tbefe  works  to  Nihuchadnezzar  \  hwt  Hercdotus  t^lls  us, 
tfae  bridge,  the  banks,  and  the  lake,  were  the  work  of  a 
^       <iuetn  after  him,  called  Nitocris^  who  may  have  finifliqd 
what  Nebuchadnezzar  left  imperfe£^  and  thence  ha\^p  bad 
!       the  honour  this  hiftorian  gives  her  of  the  whole  9. 
^f  The  tower  or  temple  flood  to  the  time  of' Xerxes^ 

3  Sut  that  prince,  pn  bis  return  from  the  Grecian  expedi^ 
^  tion,  having  firft  plundered  it  of  its  immenfe  wealth,  de- 
I  molifbed  the  whole,  and  laid  it  in  ruins.  Alexmdery  oa 
!  his  return  to  Babylon  ftom  bfe  Indian  expedition,  pro* 
s  pofed  to  rebuild  it,  and  accordingly  fet  jo^ooo  men  oa 
'  work  to  clear  away  the  rubbifli.  But^  his  death  happ(^« 
^  ing  {ooa  after,  a  flop  was  put  to  all  further  pro<;e^dings  in^ 
^  that  defign.  After  the  death  of  that  conqueror,  th^  city  pC 
Babylon  began  to  decline  apace  ;  which  was  chiefly  owing 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Seleucia^  built  by  Seleucus  Nica^ 
^r,  as  is  faid,  out  of  fpite  to  the  Babykni^s^  and.peppM 
with  500,000  perfons  drawn  from  Babylon^  which  by  that 
means  continued  declining  till  the  very  people  of  tbp  cp^n* 
try  were  at  a  Ipfs  to  tell  where  it  had  flood  %  -- , 

We  have  now  feen  this  firfl  Babylonian  monarch,  pro^-  . 
perly  fo  called,  in  all  his  majefty,  both  at  home  and  abroad ; 
what  we  have  remaining  to  fay  of  him,  will  be  of  a  differ-  . 
ent  nature;  for  we  (hall  fee  hiip  under  great  trouble  and 
anxiety  of  mind,  and  pven,  as  the  text  is  commonly  un- 
derftood,  degraded  beneath  the  meaneft  of  the  race  of 
mankind,  and  feeminjgly  exhibited  as  ^n  example  of.terroi 
to  princes,  who,  fwolii  with  vanity,  and  drunk  with  power, 
would  arrogate  to  themfelves  what  jthey  ought  not. 

He  was  icarce  returned  frcmi  hi^  late  wars,  when  h^  Nebuchad 
had  the  famous  dream  of  the  tree  that  was  to  be  hewn  nezzarV 

dream  of 
^  Vid.  PRID,  )ibi  ftp.         '  Compare  Beros.  obi  fup.  with  ^be  trc$. 
HsRCDOT.  ubi  fup.        \  Vid.  Prid.  ubi  fup.  p.  IP5.       ^  Sce 
yol.  i.  p.  3?9,  &  fcq. 

down. 
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Year  of  down.     His  Wife  men,  aftfologers,  and  Chaldaans^  whoot 
the  flood  he  confulted  in  the  firft  place,  not  being  able  to  gi^e  biai 
1778.    any  fatisfaftoiy  interpretation  of  fuch  an  extraordinaxjr  iri- 
Bcf.  Chr.  g()n^  jjc  it  length  revealed  it  to  DanM ;  whidi  how  be 
ST^*     {hould  have  negle£ied  to  do  at  fir#,  after  the  undeniable 
^^^f^^  proofs  he  had  of  his  wifdom,  and  the  omnifcience  of  btt 
God,  may  not  eafily  be  accounted  for,  unlefs  we  fuppofe 
bim  to  have  laboured  under  fome  fort  of  diftradion.     Be 
that  as  it  will,  Daniel  no  fooner  heard  the  dream,  tbaa 
he  was  ajtonijhei  for  one  hour^  and  his  thoughts  trtuUed 
bim  *.     At  length,  after  he  had  recovered  from  hit  for- 
prize,  he  deprecated  the  evil  omen,  and  excufed  himfeif  to 
the  king,  who  was  very  folicitous  with  him  to  utter  the 
truth  without  ftar  or^tfguife.    He  trfd  him,  The  tree  he 
fftw  Wtt  meant  of  hin^elf:  that,  by  the  order  of  tbe 
Watcher  and  the  Holy  one  concerning  ihe  tree,  it  was  fig- 
nified,  that  he  Qiould  be  driven  out  from  the  fociety  of 
men,  and  hecome  as  a  beaft ;  and  that,  m  fine,  ho  (bould 
fb  continue  till  he  had  been  brought  to  a  due  fenfe  of  the 
ilipremacy  and  omnipotence  of  Ood  ;  that  the  ftump  of 
the  tree,  which  was  to  be  left,  fignificd  that  the  kingdom 
ftouM  neverthelefs  revert  to  h7m  once  more  ^.    Such  was 
DanieN  interpretation,  which  he  clefed  with  an  exbort»r 
tion  to  him  to  abftain  from  fin,  and  to  fliew  mercy  to 
i!b<e  poor,  that  fo  he  niight  procure  to  himfeif  a  prolonga- 
fion  of  peace  and  tranquillity  y, 
'  Thm  extraordinary  ientence,  thus  pronounced  by  a  man 
whom  he  muft  intirely  have  relied  on,  4eems  to  have  made 
no  lafiing  impreffion  upon  him;  for,  not  being  imme- 
dfatiely  executed,  he  probably  wore  off  the  terrors  of  it, 
Hisfride  before  the  time  was  quite  come.     So  that,  about  twelve 
0ptd  meta^  months  afterwards,  as  he  was  walking  in  his  palace,  or,  as 
morpbofis.  fome  think  *  the  faft  may  have  been,  on  the  uppermoft 
Year  of  of  the  terraces  of  bis  hanging-garden,  and  contemplating 
the  flood  the  glories  of  the  city  he  had  adorned,  unable  to  contain 
'779-     the  pride  of  his  heart,  he  cried  out,  *'  Is  not  this  greit 
V;^^''  *<  Bah^lon^  that  I  have  built  for  the  houfe  of  the  king- 
j5j'  ^   ^  dom  by  the  might  of  my  power,  and  for  the  honour 
**  of  my  majefty  »?"  He  had  no  fooner  vented  himfeif  in 
this  infolent  manner,  than  there  fell  a  voice  from  bea* 
yen;   &ying,  •♦  O  king  Nebuchadnezzar^  to  ihet  it  h 

^  Dan.  iv.  19.  ^  Ibid.  yer.  26.  y  Ibid.  vcr.  27. 

>  pRiD.  abi  iup.  p.  105.        •  Dan,  abi  ftp.  *ver.  49— -31. 
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«.<  fyoktnj  the  kingdom  is  departed  from  thee  ^J*'  And 
•  ^rait  be  was  driven  from  the  fociety  of  men^  and  dwelt 
-mrith  the  beafts  of  the  field,  and  be  eat  grals  as  an  ox  \  and 
Ills  body  was  wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  till  his  hairs 
^¥ere  grown  lik^^gles  fioibers^  and  his  nails  like  birds 
^laws  «.  Thus  runs  the  letter  of  the  text,  which  is  fome- 
tiroes  taken  in  all  the  ftridnefs  of  it ;  it  being  foppofed, 
that,  lofing  his  fcnfes,  he  wandered  about  in  the  fields, 
and  there  took  up  has  abode  with  the  cattle,  till  feven 
times,  or  feven  years,  had  paffcd  over  his  head  * ;  but, 
concerning  this  metamorpbofis,  and  the  duration  (U)  ol* 
itt  ibere  is  a  great  variety  of  opinions. 

During 
^  Dan.  iv.^i.      «  Ibid.  ver.  33.      ^SeePaiD.nbifi^. 


4^i 


(U)  Concerning  the  nature 
and  degree  of  this  chaoge, 
•*  OrigiH  (46)  believed  the 
♦«  thing  to  be  impofSWe,  and 
<*  turwd  it  into  allegory.  Bo- 
•*  din  (47)  thought  he  was 
^*  really  dianged  into  a  bull, 
<<  and  that  he  loft  even  the  foul 
"  of  a  num;  while  others  ^48) 
«<  maintain  he  was  changed 
*«  as  to  the  body  only,  retain* 
<*  ing  his  reaioD,  as  Jpukins 
**  did  while  an  aft,  and  like  the 
**  lialums  mentioned  by  St. 
"  A^^iti  (49),  who,  having 
**  tafted  of  cbeefe  preiented  to 
**  them  by  certain  magicians 
*<  of  the  couitry,  were  im- 
**  mediately  turned  into  beails 
**  of  burden,  but  at  lad  reco- 
•*  ycred  their  firft  form,  and 
'^  condition  of  life.  Somcrab- 
'*  bins  have  pretended,  that 
'<  the  fool  of  NtbucbaJuixzar 
"  deferted  his  body,  and,  for 
*\tL  time,  gave  place  to  the 
*'  foul  of  an  ox  i  which  de- 
*'  graded  him  iM}  all  the  in- 
"  clinations  and  feniations  of 


that  animal  ;  while  others 
(50)  admit  no  more  to  have 
been  the  cafe  than  a  vitiated 
imagination  of  the  prince» 
and  a  kind  in  fafdnation  in 
the  eyes  of  his  fubjeds,  which 
made  them  fanfy,  as  well  as 
himfel^  that  he  was,  for 
certain,  become  an  ox,  tho* 
there  was  no  fnch  thing. 
Themofl  received  opinion  is, 
that,  by  the  power  of  God, 
NehuchadntKxar  fell  into  a 
black  nSelancholy  ;  and,  un- 
der this  oppreilion  of  nund, 
fanfied  himfelf  an  ox ;  as  in 
a  lycanthropy  a  man  per- 
fuades  himfelf  he  is  a  wolf,  a 
doji;,  a  cat ;  a  change  which 
exiUs  no-where  but  in  the 
diilempered  brain,  nor  to  be 
difcovered  but  by  his  motions 
and  behaviour,  which  tend 
to  the  imitation  of  a  wolf 
in  his  rapacity,  howling,  and 
^t&xt  to  range  the  couatry, 
and  ^y  from  men :  that  after 
fome  fuch  manner  it  muft- 
have  been,  that  this  king 


(46)  ApudHierm,  in  Dan.  iv.         (47)  D^monol,  A  ii.  c.  6.       (48)  Mal^ 
dm.  in  Dan.  ubi  fup.  &  Tertul.  de  ptpnit,  r.  la,  1  i.  (49)  Di  civit.  Dei, 

I.  xviii.  e.  18.  (50)  Medin.  de  re9,  in  Dtumjide,  c*  7.  P7er»  dt 

frapg,  d^mM.  A  i«  r«  24, 
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During  this  hJs  diforder,  it  is  faid  his  fon  Evil-mera^ 
dacb  admintftred  the  govemmcrtt  ^i  and  that  he  behaved 
fo  ill,  as  to  draw  his  father^s  moft  heavy  difpleafure  on 

^  HiERON.  in  Ifai.  lav,  19^ 


**  became  an  ox,  and  agitated 
"  by  all  the  affedions  and  de- 
**  fires  of  one :  that  his  peo- 
'^  pie,  aftoniihed  at  fuch  an 
**  alteration  (51),  bound  him 
**  at  a  madman:  but  that, 
"  efcaping  from  them,  he  fled 
'^  into  the  fields,  and  lived 
*'  afterthemaiinerof  anox.-* 

Our  author  (52),  whence  we 
have  extracted  this,  thmki  no- 
thing more  than  this  laft  fup- 
poiitton  is  required  to  account 
ior  what,  in  Scripture,  is  faid 
of  this  extraordinary  event ; 
that  there  was  nothing  miracu- 
lous in  it,  except  the  prophet's 
prediction  of  ics  approach  and 
duration. 

As  there  are  doubts  about 
die  manner  of  this  accident,  fo 
there  are  varieties  as  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  it.  **  Some,  with 
"  ^biodoret  (53),  maintain, 
**  that,  as  the  Ferfiam  divided 
**  their  year  into  two  feafons,; 
**  winter  and  fummer,  the  fc- 

**  muft  be  reduced  to  three  and 
*«  an  half.  Dorotbeus  (54), 
*^  and  the  fpurious  Epiphanius 
**  (55)*  affirm,  that  God  had 
^  actually  condemned  him  to 
**  a  feven  yeara  punilhment, 
«*  but  was  prevailed  on  by 
««  Daniel  to  fhorten  it  into  fe- 
*»  ven  months  ftheP/^nyi?-^//- 
**  fbamus  adding,  that,  as  Da- 
**  niiitesikd  not  to  foretel  the 


"  reftoration  of  the  king,  and 
**  the  great  men  continually 
*^  difbelieved  him^  and  derided 
**  what  he  faid,  he  obtained  of 
**  God,  that  his  time  might 
*'  befliortened  for  the  fake  of 
**  convincing  them.      Others 
*'  maintain  he  was  changed 
**  but  for  2 1  months,  explain- 
**  ing  thefe  words  of  Dami4/f 
**  Donee  feptem  tempora    mu' 
**  tenturfuper  eum^  as  intended 
"  for  feven  times  the  fpace  of 
'*  three  months;   tempusj  ac- 
''  cording   to  them,  beii^  a 
"  quarter  of  a  year,    fetir 
**  Comefter   allows  but  feven 
**  months,  which  he  propor- 
'^  tions  out  in  this   manner: 
**  For  the  firft  40  days  he  al- 
**  lows  him  to  have  been  in  a 
**  phrenfy,  or  mad;   the  40 
**  days  following,  he  bewsdled 
*^  his  oflences';  and  the  next 
**  40  days,  he  gradually  reoo- 
**  vered  from^  his  infirmity  : 
**  but  that,   neverchelefs,  in 
**  compliance  with  what  he  had 
**  been  exhorted  to  by  Daniel^ 
''  he  remained  feven  years  in 
*'  the  exercife  of  repentance, 
*'  abflaining  from  aught  bat 
*'  herbs  and  pulfe,  to  atotie  for 
'*  his  pride  and  folly."    But 
our  author  (5  6)  concludes,  with 
the  bulk  of  commentators,  that 
we  need  no   interpreter  but 
Daniel  himielf,    who  plainly 
means  whole  years. 


(51)  HUron.  Tbfdortt,  Maldon.  ftrer.  Cornel.  SanB*  in  Dan*    VaUf,  it 
leer,  pbihfopb,  c.  80.     Bartholin,  de  mort,  bibl.  &c.  (52)  Caimet,  diff» 

of  the  Bikie^  art.  Nehucbadnesc.  III.  (53)  Vbijup.  (54)  Jnjyncf, 

(55)  De  t/h.  &  mrt.  prophet*  (56)  Caitiut,  ubifup. 
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him,  when  he  came  to  underftand  what  he  had  done ;  for,  Year  of 
when  his  ftvcn  years  were  expired,  he  threw  him  into  the  the  flood 
prifon  vfhtxkjehslachin^  the  captive  kin^  of  Judahy  had     '786. 
Jain  37  years.    Having  thus  fatisfied  his  injured  fubje£ls  by  Bcf.  Chr. 
this    exemplary  jufiice  on  his  fon,  and  given  the  honour     5^^- 
and  praife  due  to  God,  and  acknowleged  him  to  be  above  ^"^V^^ 
all,    and  all  this  by  a  public  decree,  he  continued  in  the 
poiTeiHcn  of  his  kingdom  a  year  longer;  and  then  died.  Hit  death. 
after  having  reigned  43  years  abne,  and  about  20  months 
with  his  father. 

The  circumftances  of  his  death  are  omitted  in  Scripture, 

but  may  be  fabuloufly  fupplied  from  thofe  ^,  who  tell  us, 

that,  after  all  the  great  things  they  report  him  to  have  done, 

he  afcended  to  the  top  of  his  palace ;  and  that,  being  there 

fuddenly  feized  by  a  fpirit  from  heaven,  he  propheiied  to 

this  effefi,  and  in  thefe  words :    *'  Behold,  O  Babyloni-  His  fro- 

*^   ans  !  I  foretei  you  a  calamity  at  hand,  which  nor  the  t^f^y* 

**   fates,  nor  our  forefather  Belus^  nor  our  queen  Beltis^ 

*'  may  poiBbly  avert.    A  Perjian  mule  fliall  come,  and, 

•*  by  the  affiftance  of  your  own  gods,  (hall  load  your  necks 

**  with  a  moft  galling  yoke ;  and  this  deftrudlion  fhall 

'    ••  befal  you  by  the  means  of  a  Mede^  in  whom  the  Affy- 

**  rians  were  wbnt  greatly  to  glory  themfelves.  O  would 

**  that  he,  ere  thus  he  betrays  my  people,  were  fwallowed 

<<  up  by  fome  whirlpool,  or  overwhelmed  in  the  depths 

^*  of  the  fea  j  or  that,  hurried  away  into  fome  lonely  de- 

^*  fert,  he  might  there  remain  a  wanderer,  never  to  be^ 

•'  hold  again  the  footfteps  of  mankind,  and  never  to  fee 

**  aught  but  birds  and  beafts  of  prey  !  O  grant  unto  me, 

**  before  he  is  agitated  hy  this  rage  of  mind,  to  (hare  an 

"  happier  end  I"  Thiis  wying,  he  was  fuddenly  fnatchedj 

from  the  fight  of  men :  the  fame  end  Semiramis  is  faid  to 

have  made  «. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Evtl-merodach  •»,  Ilvora' 
dam  i,  Ebidan-mercdach  ^j  and  Evil-maluruch  *,  who,  by 
a  falfe  (hp  he  took  in  his  father's  life-time,  may,  perhaps, 
be  faid  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  that  animofity  in  die 
Medes  and  Perjians^  which  brought  on  the  dtiTolution  of 
the  Babylonian  empire.  For,  having,  in  a  great  hunting"^ 
match  on  occafion  of  his  marriage  with  Nitocris^  entered 
the  country  of  the  Medes^  and  fome  of  his  troops  coming 
up  at  the  fame  time  to  relieve  the  garifons  in  thofe  places, 

^  McGASTH.  ex  AfiYD.  apud  Evsbb.  prsep.  evang.  1.  ix.  c. 
41.  p.  456.  «  See  before,  p.  296.  **  Jerem.  Hi.  31. 

>  See  bdfore,  in  the  canon,  p.  3 S3.  ^  Ibid,  in  the  ecde- 

fiaftical  account.        '  Msoastu.  obi  fupr. 
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he  joined  them  tQ  thofe  he  had  alreidy  with  I^im»  a^d^ 
without  the  I^  provocation^  began   to  plunder  and  lay 
wafte  the  neighbouring  country.     Hereupoa  4fiyages,  the 
Mede^  attended  by  his  fon  Cyaxares^  his  grandfop  Cyru^^ 
then  near  i6  years  of  a^e,  and  fuch  troops  as  couM  it 
aflembled  on  fo  fudden  an  emergency,  inarched  out  to 
meet  him,  determined  to  repel  force  by  force.     The  par- 
ties engaged,  and  Evil-merodach  was  p^t  to  the  rout,  and 
purfued,  with  great  flaughter,  quite  home  to  his  own  bor- 
ders **.     This  happened  when  Cyrus  was  about  i6  years 
old,   and  confequently  13  years  before  Nebuchadnezzar 
was  deprived  of  his  fenfes^  a^id  twenty  before  he  returned 
to  himfelf, 
^^^^        Evil*-M£R0DACH,  in  th^  very  beginning  of  his  reign, 
'*^'      delivered  Jehoiachiny  the  unhappy  king  of  Judah^  from  dw 
prifon  to  which  he  had  beenjconfined  for  the  fpace  of  37 
years,  and  treated  him  ever  afterwards  as  a  king  Q.     We 
know  nothing  farther  concerning  him,  except  that,  indulgr 
ing  himfelf  in  iloth  and  wickednefs,  he  was  treacherouily 
murdered  by  his  fifter's  hufband  Neriglijfar^  afc^r  he  had 
reigned  two  years,*  and  fomewhat  more  p. 
Ncri^-        Neriglissar,   Nirigliffiroory   or   Nirkaffblqffurus  % 
^*  who  is  reprefcnted  as  the  chief  of  the  con fpira tors  againift 

kTaL^  £w7-«^Mi7^Ar,  ufurped  the  throne.     This  prince,  jear 
««  ^'  ^^^  growing  power  of  the  MeJes  and  Perjian$^ 

Brf^  Cl»    ^*^P^^cbed  embafladors  into  Lydia^  Cappadocioy  Pbrygia^ 
V    ^*  Carla^  Paphlagonia^  Ciliciay  and  even  to  the  Indies^   to 
J,^  ,  raife  the  like  jealoufies  in  the  princes  of  thofe  countries, 
''"^"^     and  ftir  them  up  agfiinft  the  two  above-mentioned  nation^, 
^  their  common  enemies^.    This  obliged  Cyaxares  to 
call  Cvrus  out  of  Perjia  to  his  affiftance  ;  who,  upon  hi^ 
arrival  with  a  body  of  30,000  Perftans^  was  appointed 
commander  in  chief,  both  of  the  medes  and  Perjiam^  ia 
the  impending  war  with  the  Babylonians  *.     Three  yi^an 
were  fpent  by  both  parties  in  forming  alliances,  and  making 
preparations  for  war.     In  the  beginning  of  the  fourth, 
the  Medes  and  Perfians  on  one  fide,  under  the  comman)^ 
of  CyruSy  and  the  Babylonians  on  the  other,  with  tl^eir 
allies,  under  the  conduft  of  NerigUffar^  and  Crcefus  kii?e 
of  Lydiay  took  the  field.     The  Babylonian  army  confiftef 
of  a  mixed  multitude  of  various  nations.    For  Cr^oefu\ 

»»  Cyropajd.  1. 1.        ®  2  Kings  xxv^  27— 30,    Jerem.  lii.  31. 
P  Bsfto?.  apud  JosFPH.'l.  i.  contra  Apion.  ^  See  before, 

p.  383.  '  Beros.  ubi  fup.  •  Xen^f;!.  Cyropaed.  j.l. 

p.  36.  ^  Idem  ibid.  p.  44,  45. 
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king  of  Lydsa  came  wiA   10,000  hoffe,  and  \}ipvi^xAs  Thg  tvnff 
of  40,000  Jight- armed  foot  I'Jrtamas  king  of  the  greater  ^^r«/r  ar* 
Phrygia  brought    40,000    foot,    moftly    pikemen,   and  «r  ^^'^ 
80OQ  ^tiorfc ;    Aribams    king'   of  Cappadocia    led   with*'**^ 
him  *6ooo  horie,  ^and  30,000  foot,    mbflly^  armed  with 
nii(Eve    weapons;     Maragdas   the'  Arabian   conduced 
10,000  horfe,  100  chariots,  and  a  great  number  of  (ling- 
ers «i.     Thcfc  were  the  confederates  of  Neriglijfar^  and 
fach  the  quotas  they  refpedively  furnifhed. 

As  for  Neriglaffar  himfcif,  he  headed  no  more  than  *    ' 

20,000  horfe,  200  chariots,   and>  foot  proportionable. 
Whetha:  or  no  this  C9riftderate  army  received  any  farther 
addition,    is    riot  xertain  ;    but    the  Cartons j  Ctlicians^ 
PapBlagonians^  ana  fome  others,  fcem  to  have  receded 
from  their  firft  engagenvents.     The  army  of  the  Mede% 
and  the  Pirfians  did  not  amount  to  ^bovc  a  third  of  that 
under  the  Babylonian  king,  till  they  were  joined  by  a  con-    . 
fiderable  remforcement  under  Tigranes  the  Armenian.     In 
the  midft  of  thefe  great  pr^aratic^ns  for  war,  embafladorf      ^ 
arrived,  from  India y  to,  inquire  into  the  grounds  and  catufes 
of  it,  with  an  offer  of  mediation,  if  it  might  be  accepted, 
and  with  a  threat,  ifi  cafe  it  was  mtjSttAy  of  joining  thbfc   , 
who  fliouU  appear  to  have  the  moft  jufiice  on^heir  fide  ^. 

How  ih\s  embafly  concluded,  is  uncertain;  but  th^  war  War  ht- 
began  very  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  Nmglijfar^  for  t^ien  him 
Cyrus  fubdued  the  Chaldaans  in  the  mountain<ous  country,  amd  tbg 
from  whence  they  were  wont  to  make  their  inroads  lipon  Mcdes  and 
the  country  of  Armenia  o.    Thcfc  Chaldaan^^  as  they  arc  Pe^fiaw. 
called,  can  have  be^  no  other  than  the  proper  j^n<i«x, 
who,  for  aught  we  know,  may  have  been  formerly  fo 
called  ;  biit  the  proper  Chaldaansy  and  their  mountains, 
Wereat  a  great  diflance  from  any  part  of  Armenia  P.   Thefe  chal- 
Chaldaam^  according  to  our  author's  defcription,  Were  daeansufAr/ 
tbcf  moft  valiant  race  of  men  in  all  thefe  parts,  carrying  to  Armc- 
no  ^ther  arms  than  a  wicker  fhield,  and  two  jslvelins ;  and  n  a. 
entcM  willingly  into  foreign  pay,  as  being  naturally  ad- 
di<9:ed  to  war,  and  very  poor  ;  but  they  were  fubdued  by 
Cyrus y  and  obliged  to  make  a  peace  with  their  next  nA^- 
^urs  the  Armenians,  and,  in  a  manner,  to  become  the 
fame  people  with  them  ^. 

The  two  armies  now  appeared  in  fight  of  each  other : 
the  AJfyrians^  ox  Babylonians^  undfit  Neriglijar^  encamp- 

^  Cyropaed.  ib.               ■  Cyropaed.  ib.  •  Cyropsd. 

].  ti).p,62-r-76.  .'Secb^re»  p.  332*  ^Cyropsed.1. 
iii.  p.  62 — 76. 
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ed  and  fortified  themfdves  with  ftrong  retrenchments, 

while  the  Meiei  and  Perfiant  covered  themfelvts  only 

with  the  vilbges  and  hills  in  the  neighbourhood.     In  this 

pofturtf  they  continued  for  \fonie  days,  till  at  length  the 

Jffyrians  leaving  their  retrenchments,  and  dcawing  them- 

Baitle  k^'  felves  up  in  battle-^rray,  Cyrus  advanced  to  atuck  them ; 

tnviim^  iheznd,  clofmg  in  with  the  enemy,  broke  through  their  fiifi 

Babylo-     battalions.'   The  Bahyhnians^  not  able  to  ftand  the  (bock, 

Slant  inn/ immediately    betook   themfelves    to  a  precipitate  flight. 

/i&rMedei.  Cyrus  purfued  them  dofe  to  their  entrenchments ;  but,  not 

thinking  bimfdf  in  a  condition  to  force  diem,  he  founded 

Nenglif'    the  retreat.    But  NmgUJfar  was  killed  in  the  battle,  and 

iuJUun.    Cyrus^  returning  the  next  day  to' the,  charge,  drove  the 

BatyUnians  from  tfaeir  camp^    killed  great  numbers  of 

them,  and  took  many  prifoners,  with  the  baggage  of  the 

whole  aripy  '• 

The  death  of  NtrigUJfar  was  a  great  lo6  to  the  Bahy 
hnians ;  for  he  was  a  prince  of  great  courage,  condud. 
and  wifdom  3.  the  preparations  he  made  for  the  war  fhewed 
btt  wifdom^  and  his  dying  in  it  his  valour.     But  nothing 
}nade  Uie  Babylonians  more  fenfible  of  the   lofs  they  had 
differed,  than  the  tyrannical  government  of  his  fan  tni 
fucceflbr  Lab»rofoarch9d^  Lahafpfrafc^  or    Chaiaffoarach^ 
who  was  in.evtery  refpedl  quite  the  reverfc  of  his  fethcr, 
being  addiAcd  to  all  manner  of  wickedness,  cruelty,  and 
injufiice.    Two  a^  of  his  cruelty  towards  two  BabyW 
man  lords,  Gobryas  and  Gadates^  are  particularly  men- 
tioned. The  only  fon  of  the  former  he  flew  at  an  hunting- 
match,  to  which  be  had  invited  him,  for  no  other  rearon, 
but  becaufe  he  pierced  v^th  his  dart  a  wild  bead,  which 
the  king  had  aniTed.    The  cfdatc  he  caufed  to  be  made  an 
eunuch,  becauft  one  of  his  concubines  had  commendel 
biai  39  an  handfome  man^.    Thefe  two  a£ls  of  cruelty 
drove  the  two  noUenien,  with  the  provinces  they  goverfl- 
ed,  over  to  Cyrus^  and  haftened  the  conquc^  of  Babylon. 
The  king  took  the  field  againft  Gadates ;  but,  beii^nKt 
by  Cyrusy  he  was  put  to  flight,  and  obliged  to  retire  to  his 
.metropolis.    Cyrus  purfued  him  to  the  very  walls  of  Bak- 
hn^  and  there  fliewed  himfdf  twice,  in  order  to  provoie 
him  to  battle.    But,  finding  he  could  not  draw  bim  into 
the  field,  he  fpent  the  reft  of  the  fummer  in  ravaging  the 
.  country,  and  tbeo  marched  back  into  Me^Ua  K    M  ^on 
as  Cyrus  was  retired,  Laborofoarchod^  being  now  in  n0 

'  Cyropead.  ib.  h  L  iv.  p.  Zj^inj^,  ai  Ibid,  I  a.  &  i^* 

^  Ibid.  !•  V.  p.  123—140. 
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dread  of  the  enen^.,  gave  a  loofe  to  all  the  wicked  incli- 
nations, they  were  predominant  in  him  ;  inibmuch  that 
his  own  fubje&s,  no  longer  able  to  bear  his  tyrannical 
gpvernment^  confpired  againft  hiQi>  and  murdered  him 
in  the  ninth  month  of  his  reign  c.  As  be  did  not  com- 
plete a  year,  he  is  omitted  in  the  c|i^n. 

Laborosoarchob  was  fuc^eeded  by  Nahonadhis^  who 
had  the  chief  band  in  themurder*  He  is  called  by  Heftii»tus^ 
Labynitusi   by  Jbydems^   Nabannidocbus  %    by  Joftphus^ 
Nahoandal ;  and  by  the  prophet  Daniel^  B^lfiazzar  ;  as 
we  (hall  fhew  hereafter.     He  was  the  fon  of  Evil-merQ'*    *. 
dach  by  Nitoms^  and  the  grandfon  of  the  great  Nehu- 
chadntzzar.     Had  be  been  left  to  himfelf,  the  Babylonians 
had  not  bettered  themfelves  by  the  change  of  their  mo- 
narch.    But  his  mother  Nitocris^  who  was  a  woman  of 
extraordinary  parts,  took  the  main  burden  of  all  public 
affairs  upon  herfelf ;    and,  while  her   fon  followed  his 
pleafures,  did  all  that  could  be  done,  by  iuimaa prudence, 
to  preferve  the  tottering  einpire.    She  perfefted  the  worlra, 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  had  be^m  for  the  xiefence  of  Ba- 
bylon^ raifed  ftrong  fortifications  on  thefule  of  the  fiv^er^ 
and  caufed  a  wonderful  vault  to  be  made  tmdcn-  it>  leadmg 
from  the  old  palace  to  the  new^  iwdi^if&et  high,  ^ora 
fifteen  wide;    Sheiikewife  built  a  bridgie  cxob  the:  Eu" 
phratesy  and  did  feveral  other  Worksi,  which  wtre  aft^r* 
wards  afcribed  to  NebuchadruzTiar  <*.     PhiloftrOius^  in  de« 
fcribing  this  bridge,  tells  i)s,  that  it  was  biult' by  a^  queen, 
who  was  a  native  of  Media  ^  ;  whence  we  may  candude 
this  famed  queen  to  have  been  by  hir th«  iliMfry^^thottgh 
at  the  fanie  time  it  muft  feem  ftrahge,  it  Ibe  was  of  that 
country,  that  EviUmerodach^  who  had  juft  HMurried  her, 
or  was  upon  the  point  of  marrying  her,  (hould,  at  fuch 
a  jundiire,  undertake  the  hoilUities  agaiivB:  Uti^  Medes^ 
which  we  have  taken  notice  of  above.    NUoeris  ia  laid 
to  have  placed  her  tomb  over  one  of  the  4Boft  renUffkaUc 
gates  ot  the  city,  with  an  inffcription  fto  the.  fallowing 
e(Fe£l :  If  any  king  of  BAavxoN  aftsa  m£  s«Ai.t 

3E   IN   PISTR£S$   FOR  MON£Y,   HE    MAY   0>IVEN   fHH 

j»     SBPULCJbE^    AND   TAKE     OUT     AS     Ml^Cfi    AS     MAV 

SERVE    HiM  ;    BUT  IF  HE  BE  IN  NO  REAL  NECESSITY, 

LET  HIM    FORBEAR,  OR  HE  SHALL   HAVE  CAUSE  TO 

REPENT  IT.    This  monument  and  infcription  are  faid 
fo  have  remained  untouched  till  the  reign  of  Dariusy  who, 

•fisnos.  apud  Joseph.  1.  i.  coathi^  Apidn.  '  ^  Vide 

HbroD.  1.  i.  C.  185,  I86I    188.  ^  «  PuilrOSTRAT.  IQ  vit. 

Ap«L  1.  i.  c.  18.      ^  Heeopot.  hi.  c.  i^f. 
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confiJering  the  gate  was  ufclcfe,  no  man  caring  to  go 
under  a  dead  body,  and  being  invited  by  the  hopes  ot  an 
immenfc  treafure,  broke  it  open ;  but,  inftead  of  what 
he  fought,  is  faid  to  have  found  nothing  but  a^cadbody  ; 
and  aaothcr  infcription,  to  the  following,  effect  :  Hadst 

THOU  NOT  BEEN  MOST  INSATIABLY  AVARITiOUS, 
AND  GREEDY  OF  THE  MOST  SORDID  GAIN,  THOU 
HADST     NEVER     VIOLATED     THE      ABODE      OF    THE 

DEAD   (X).     Thus  far  of  Nitocris^i  we  mirft  now  re- 
turn to  htr  fon,  and  fee  how  the  Babyloniofi  empire  ended 
'    under  him.  . 

Herodotus  has  z  Labynitus^  whom,  in  two  places, 
he  calls  the  king  of  the  Babylonians^  and  a  Labynttus.vtlfy^ 
he  calls  emperor  of  AJfyria^  and  reports  to  have  dcriyed 
his  name  from  his  father.  It  was,  according  to  him, 
under  this  Labynitus  that  Babylon  was  taken.  As  for  the 
Labynitus,  who  reconciled  the  Medes  and  Lydtarn^  he 
could  he  no  other  than  Nibmhadnezzary  as  we  have  hinted 

above  K  u    i?  a 

Of  the  rcduftion  of  this  proud  metropolis  of  the  Ealt, 
'in  the  reign  of  Nabmadiusy  Labynitus ^  or  Belfiazxary  as 
we  fcall  prove  anon,  authors  give  the  following  account. 
Cyrusy  having  fubdued  the  feveral  nations  inhabiting  the 
great  continent,  f&m  the  Mgaan  fea  to  the  Supkrates^ 
and  likcwifc  Syria  and  Arabia^  entered  AJfyria^  and  bent 
his  march  towards  Babylon.  Nabonadiusy  hearing  that  he 
was  advancing  to  his  mettopolis,  marched  out  to  give  hinl 
baitle ;  but,  heing  without  much  ado  put  to  ft*g*^*»  ^ 
retreated  to  Babyuuy  where  he  was  immediately  blo^gkcd 

^  Herodot.  1.  i.  c.  1 87.  '  See  before,  p.  596. 

(X)  Plutarch'i^'j]  mentions  fill  up  the  veflel  with  oil;  which 

thik  monument  and  infcription  Xerxes  in  vain  attempting,  he 

'  33    bdonging   to   Semiramis.  wetJt  away  heavy  and  fed,  and 

Tktti  die  fepulCTC  of  Bel  him-  experienced  the  efficacy  ofthc 

fclf  is  faid  to  have  been  opened  threat,  in  his  Grecian  cxpcdi- 

by  JCrrxw,  who  fcandnothmg  tion.    So  Z>«riiw,  by  others, 

there  but  a  glafi  veflel  almoft  being  fkid  to  have  opened  the  . 

full  of  oil,  with  a  dead  body  tomb  of  Semiramis,    a  pefti' 

floating  in  it,  and  an  infcription  lence  is  reported  to  have  iflacd 

on  a  fmall  pillar  hard  by.  That  thence,  and  to  have  deftroyed 

the  man  who  fhpuld  open  it,  one  third  part,  of  the  race  w 

fhould  dearly  repent  of  what  men  (58) ;  Strange  figments ! 
Jie  had  done,   if  he  did. not 

•      (syVAv^fHyy.G^eLy  pi  173.    (58)  ^^*  Pf"^^-  /'4^'  >""'  *•  *•  '*'  ^*  ^^' 
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up,  and  cloffeiy  befiegcd,  by  Cyrus  a.     The  ficgc  of  this  Cyrus  lavs 
important  place  was  no  cafy  cnterprizc,     Th«  walls  were  Am  to 
of  a  prodigious  height,  the  number  of  men  to  defend  them  Babylon, 
very    great,  ahd  the  city  flored  with  all  forts  of  provi-         '    - 
fions  for  twenty  years  »>.     However,  thefe  difficulties  did 
not    difcourage  Cp-us  from  profecyting  his  defign;  but, 
defpairmg  of  being  able  to  take  the  place  by  ftorm,  he 
caufed  a  line  of  circumvallation  to  be  drawn  qoite  round 
'  the  city,  with  a  large  and  deep  ditch,  reckoning,  that, 
if  all  communication  with  the  country  were  cut  pfF, ;  the 
more  people  there  were  within  the  city,  the  fooner  they 
would  be  obliged  to  furrender.     That  his  troops  might 
not   be   over-fatigued,  he  divided   his  army  into  twelve 
bodies,  appointing  each  body  its  month  for  guarding  the 
trenches.     The  befieged,  thinking' themfclves  out  of  all 
danger,   by  reafon  of  their  high  walls,  and  magazines, 
infxxlteA  Cyrus  from  the  ramparts,  and  looked  upon  all 
the  trouble  he  gave  himfclf,  as  fo  much  unprofitable  la- 
bour c.  , 

Cyrus,  having  fpent  two  intire  years  before  Babylon^ 
without  gaining  any  confiderable  advantage  over  the  phce, 
at  laft  refolved  upon  the  following  ftratagcm,  which  put 
him  in  pofleifion  of  it.  He  was  informed,  that  a  great 
annual  folemnity  was  to  be  kept  in  Babylon  i  and  that  the 
^Bahyhnwns^  on  that  occafion,  were  accuftomcd  to  fpend 
the  whole  night  in  drinking  and  debauchery.  This  he 
thought  a  proper  time  to  furprife  them  ;  ancf  accordingly  i 
fent  a  flrong  detachment  to  the  head  of  the  canal  leading 
to  the  great  lake,  Which  had  been  lately  dug  by  Nitocrisy 
with  orders,  at  an  appointed  time,  to  break  down  the 
great  bank,  which  was  between  the  lake  and  the  canal, 
and  to  turn  the  whole  current  into  the  lake  **.  At  the 
fame  time  he  appokited  one  body  of  troops  at  the  place 
where  the  river  entered  into  the  city,  and  another  where 
it  came  out,  ordering  them  to  march  in  by  the  bed  of  the 
fiver,  which  was  two  ftades  in  breadth,  as  foon  as  they 
Ihould  find  it  fordable.  Towards  the  evening,  he  opened 
the  bead  of  the  trenches  on  both  fides  the  river  above 
the  city,  that  die  water  might  difcharge  itfclf  into  them. 
By  this  means,  and  the  breaking  down  of  the  great  dam, 
the  river  was  foon  drained  «.  Then  the  two  above-men- 
tioned bodies  of  troops,  according  to  their  orders,  entered 

*Herodot.  1.  i.  c.  178,  188,    190.         '>Idcm  ibid.  8c. 
Cyropaed*  ib.       '«  Hbrodot.  &  Cyropaed.  ib.  -      «*  Hbrodot, 
jb-c.  190,  191 .    Cyrop^d.  ibid.  « Idem  ibid. 
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lE^byioB    the  chanel,  the  one  commanded  by   Gobryas^    and  the 

/tfinr, «»/ other  bv  Gadate$\  and,  finding  the  gates  aJU  left  open, 

«« tni       by  reafon  of  the  general  diforder  of  that   riotous  nighty 

fut  t$  thi  they  penetrated  into  the  very  heart  of  the  city  without 

fitbylo-     oppofition ;  and,  meeting  at  the  palace*  according  to  their 

tozxnm-    ^reement,  furprifed  the  guards,  and  cut  them  in  pieces. 

t^^^'       ^  Thofc  who  were  in  the  palace,  opening  the  gates  to  know 

Y^^  the  caufe  of  this  confufion,  the  Perfians  rulhed  in,  took 

the  flood  ^g  palace,  and  killed  the  king,  who,  fword  in  hand,  came 

Bcf   Chr  ^"^  ^^  "^^^'  ihtm.   The  king  being  killed,  a|id  thofc  who 

ctS    *  ^^^^  about  him  put  to  flight,  the  reft  fubmittcd^  and  the 

lyi,/^  ii^^des  and  Pirjians  became  mafters  of  the  place  ^.     The 

taking  of  Babylon  put  an  end  to  ihe  Babyloman  empire, 

and  fulfilled  the  prophecies,  which  the   prophets  Ifaiab^ 

yeremiahy  and  Daniel^  had  uttered  againu  that  pj»>ud  me-- 

tropolis  e*    In  that  very  night  the  king  entertained,  on 

occafion  of  the  public  rejoicings,  a  thoufancjl  of  bis  lords  at 

a  great  banquet ;  and,  having  profaned  the  facred  veflels, 

which  his  grandfather  Nebuchadnezzar  had  brought  from 

JirufaUm^  he  firft  faw  written  on  the  wall  of  his  ban* 

^eting-room,  and  afterwards  heard  fi-om  the  mouth  of 

namely  the  ftvere  doom,  which  immediately  overtook 

him  ^. 

As  there  is  a  great  difagreement  among  authors  con* 
cerning  DaniePs  Selfiazzar  \  before  we  difmi6  the  luRoiy 
of  Babylon^  we  (hall  oflFer  fomethi;Qg  in  our  notes  to  prove, 
as  we  have  promifed  above,  that  the  prophet's  Bel/bazzar 
ean-  be  no  other  hut  Nabonadius^  or  Labynitus^  a3  Htro* 
dotus  ftiles  him  (?)• 


'  ^  Idem  ibid.  <  liai.  xiii.  xiv. 

Jerem.  xzv.  1.  li.        Dan.  v*  21.  xu  8. 

.  Sec  the  following  note. 


3cxi,  xliii.i;(lvf.  xhrii, 
12.  15.        *  Dan.  V. 


(P)  As  the  whole  hifipnr  of 
SabjloM,  from  the  death  of  A#- 
buchadnexjcar  to  the  redudion 
of  that  city  by  Cyrus ^  is  ovcr- 
caft»  we  may  iay^  with  an  im- 
penetrable mift,  writers  are 
Ihangely  puzzled  to  find  out 
PamiePs  Bef/ba%»ar  among  the 
laft  kings  that  reigned  there, 
and  equally  at  a  lofs  coaoerning 
his  D^rim  the  Mede,  wko'was 
in  tiiat  kingdoni  fiicceeded  by 
Cyrus.    To  proceed  with  aU 


the  peripiaiity  we  cam  in  fo 
perplexed  a  Abje^  we  ihallt 
ift,  produce  whatwcietdia 
the  prophecies  of  Darnel  re- 
lating to  the  kft  kiim  of  Ba^ 
iylon-f  2.  what  is  sOlowedoJi 
^1  hainds  to  he  certain,  and  is 
confirmed  by  the  concurrence 
of  all  the  profene  hifiorians  > 
and  laftly,  the  variooi  opinions 
of  modem  writer,  witb  fl»^ 
argam^nti  they  aMege  to  fep 
port  them. 


Digifeed  by  VjOOQI^ 


C*'±Xm  iTbc  fiiJtifTy 

Tht  prophet  Bd^ei,  aftef 
meqtioningwhatlitdjiapp^d 
in  the  reigi»  of  NthtckddntK' 
fcar^  relates  the  vtfions  he  "had 
in  ^he  firfl  anil  third  year  tiF 
Se$SSfazzar,  and  the  fiital  end 
^  of  that  prince,  in  the  following 
]naniier(<SS) :  Bel/haxzar,  hav« 
Ihg  made  a  great  fetft,  oom- 
snanded  the  vefiek  of  gold  ixA 
fUver  to  be  brouj^t  to  him, 
litrhich  his  fither  Hihubadnex- 
futr  hadtaken  out  of  tfaetem- 
ple  of  JerHfalem,    He  drank 
m  them,  and  hisvives,  and  his 
concabines^  and  the  lords  of 
his  coart.    In  the  fame  hour 
an  hand  appeared,  and  wrote 
over-agaitfft  the  candleftick  on 
the  plaller  of  the  wall  of  the 
kingV  palace.  The  king,  who 
€aw  the  motion  of  the  hand, 
ivas  greatly  frightened,    and 
commanded  his  vf'tk  men  and 
foothfayers  to  be  fent  for.  Bot 
none  of  them  being  able  to  ex- 
plain the  writing,  Daniil  was 
/   immediately  fent  for  at  the  fag- 
geftion  of  the  queen,  who,  on 
the  alarni  which  that  prodigy 
had  occaiioned,   entered    the 
banqueting-room,     and     ac- 
quainted  the  king    with  the 
great  abilities  oi  Daniel  in  fndi 
matters,    The  prophet,  after 
reproaching  the  king  for  pro- 
faning the  hdy  veiiels,  reads 
the  writing,  and  informs  him, 
that  the  words  are  Mene^  Mene^ 
^ikil  Vpharfin^  which  he  thui 
interprets :  Mitie^    Gop    has 
numbered  diy  kingdom,  and 
finifhed  it:    fikel^    thou  art 
weighed  in  the  balances,  and 
art  found  wanting :  Ffrts^  thy 
kingdom  is  divided,  and  given 
to  the  Midit  and  Terfiam,  The 
prophet  adds,  that  in  that  night 

(68)  Dan,  c,  v.  fajf. 


Be(fit^zscar  king  of  the  Cial^ 
da^j  Mms  (kin,  and  that  Da* 
rius  the  MtdioH  took  the  king- 
dom, being  about  tfaredfcore' 
and  two  year^  old. 

The  fame  prophet  informs 
us,  next  (69},  what  order  />«• 
rius  eftabUfiked  in  the  realm ; 
and  relates  the  viiions  if^ch  he 
had  hi  thi^  firfl  year  of  Daritu, 
and  in  the  third  of  Cjrut,  jtt 
ismamfeil,  that  Domrr/ Speaks 
here  of  three  kings  fucceeding 
each  other  to  the  crown  tff 
Babylon  I  pamely,  Bel/baxzMr. 
Darius  the  Mide,  and  Cyrus. 
The  laft  is  well  known  ;  but 
the  queftion  is,  who  the  two 
others  were  ?  a  queflion  vifhidi 
we  muft  endeavour  to  felve.  In 
order  to  reconcile  Danitl^  and 
the  profane  hiftorians. 

Moft  hillorians  ^rcc,  that 
Hfbuchadnezzar^  after  a  reign 
of  forty-three  years  (or  forty- 
five,  though  not  complete,  if 
we  compute  the  20  months 
whidi  he  reigned  jointly  with 
his  &ther),  was  fucceeded  by 
hb  fbn  Evil-merodach,  who 
mmtd  two  oomplete  }^ears, 
and  was  murdered  in  the  be- 
ginning of  his  third  by  Neri- 
gUffar,  NerigUJar  ruled  four 
years,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
his  fon  Lahrcfiarchod,  who 
was  murdered  after  a  fhort 
ragn  of  fitne  months.  Nabt- 
naditts  came  to  the  crown  next, 
and  reigned  feventeen  years. 
In  his  time  the  city  of  Baiy- 
Ion  was  taken  by  Cyruf,  and 
the  empire  overturned. 

It  is  manifeft,  that  Btf/l^' 

xar  was  one  of  the  four  laft 

kings  of  Babylon ;  and  that  he 

was  of  the  raos  of  Ntbu€bad' 

\  »r»s:Ar,fince  in  Scripture  he  i» 

(69)  Ikid.t.y'u 
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often  called,  his  (onf  bat  au-    tbe  Medfcs  ^mmJ  Perfians  (73). 
"         '  '  '         Bat  this  did  not  haj^en 


thors  are  ftrangel/  pi^^ed  to 
determine  which  of  the  four 
bears  this  name  in  Damg/*9 
prophecies. 

^xxJohttUarJbam  takes  Bel- 
firnxzar  to  be  EnnUmifdach 
the  ion  of  Nebuchadnezzar: 
hrfirands  his  opinion  on  the  au- 
thority of   Scripture,  where 
Nebucbadmezzar  is  often  called 
the  ^ther  of  BeffiazxMr,  and 
Beljhazzar  the  fbn  of  Hebu" 
ehadjux^Kar,  Several  other  cir^ 
cumftances  concur  to  prove, 
that  E<vil'merodacb  and  Be{' 
Jhasizar .xa:Q&.hc  one  and  the 
fame  perfon.  Berofus  (71)  ;■€; 
prefents    Evil-merodach    as  a 
lewd  and  wicked  prince  ;  Bel- 
fiazzxir  in  Scripture  bears  the 
iame  charadler.     Berofus  tplls 
us,    that  Eyil-merodacb    was 
killed  at  a  banquet  by  fome  of 
his  lords  (72;;  the  Scripture 
iays,  that  Bel/hascxar  was  mur- 
dered at  a  great  entertainment 
which  he  gave  to  1000  of  his 
lords.      Howler  convincing 
,  thefeproofs  may  feem,  andcon- 
fonant  to  Scripture*  yet,  upon 
exanoination,  we  fhall  find  them 


the  death    of  Ewl-ffurodacb^ 
.  who  was  facceedcd,  according 
to  Berofus,    a^    Megaftbenes 
(74),  and   Sir  jotn   Marfiau$ 
lumfelf,    hy     Nerigliffnr   his  4 
filler's  hufband,  who  was  at  the 
h«u)  of  the  cdn^iracy  agaioil 
him.    This  objed:ion  (eedied 
of  fuch  weight    to  Sir  John 
Marfiam,  that,    ia   order  to 
elude  it,  and  maiotain  his  air 
(ertion  without,  contxadid^g 
the  Scripture,  he  was  forced 
to  fuppofe  Nerigli/far  tto  be 
Darius    the    Mei/e,    and   the 
Medo-Perfian  empire  to  have 
begun  in  him ;  a   fuppofition 
which  we  (hall  confute  when 
we  come  to  (peak  of  Darius 
tbe  Mede,    To  ^hat  we  have 
alleged  out  of  Dante/ SLgsdn& 
par  learned  author *s  fydetn,  we 
ihalladda  proof  no  ie/s  con- 
vincing from  the  prophet  Je- 
rriiiri^i^  who  foretold  (7f),  that 
aU  nmtiaus  fbould  fer<ue    bim 
[Nebucbadttezz,ar),  and  bis  fin ^ 
and  bis  fin's  fan.    If  the  king- 
dom was  traiisferred  from  his 
fon  to  the  Medes  and  Ferfian$, 


to  be  of  no  force,  and  quite  as  Sir  Jobn  tdarfiam  would 

inconfiAent  with  what  we  read  have  it,  it  is  manifefl,  that  this 

in  holy  writ    The  prophet  ..prophecy  was  never  faVS^t^^ 

Daniel,    afier    relating  what  What  that  author  urges  in  de- 


.  happened  to  Belfbaxzar  at  his 
grand  entertainment,  zAda^JnJ 
in  that  jv/^^/ ^elihazzar  king 
of  tbe  Chaldaeans  fwsis  Jlain^ 
^tW  Darius  tbe  Median  took  tbe 
kingdom.  From  theie  words 
it  is  plain,  t;hat,  immediately 
after  the  death  oi  Beljhazsuir, 
tbe    kingdom   issas    gi*ven    to 


fence  of  his  opinion,  *viz.  that 
Bel/bazzar  might  be,  according 
to  Scripture,  the  fon  of  Nehu- 
cbadnezzar^  though  true  in  a 
more  extenfive  fenfe,  wherein 
any  defcendent  is  called  fon, 
and  any  anceflor,  father,  accord- 
ing to  the  ftvle  of  the  Scriptur? ; 
yet  is  not  to  in  the  literal  one. 


{71)  Berof.  apud  Joftpb.  antif,  L  x.  r.  11.    {72)  Btrcf,  ihidt    (7?)  Dan. 
y,  %%,  30,  3 J,  (74)  Bgrtf,  Q  Mfgaftken,  vhi  fup^  &  afud  Eujeb,fraf* 

wang,  /.  ijc  (75)  Jtr,  xxvii.  ^,  7. 
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10  wiuck  the  prophet  Teems  to 
•h^e  coached  it^  as  will  appear 
further  byrand-by. 

To  Einl'mirodachS^CiMdedi^ 
as  we  have  hinted  above,  Ntri- 
gliffar^  who  had  married  iVir* 
,   iH»ciadmi»zar*s  daughter.  We 
have  not  yet  met  with  any^  au- 
thor that,  ever  aficited  him  to 
be  Daniefs  Beljha%%ar.  ,  He 
reigned  four  years,  and  left  a 
fon  named  Lahrofrarclnd^  ac^ 
cording  to  Btrofusy  or  Labajfo' 
iurafCf  as  Megafihents  is  pleafed 
to  call  him  (76).    This  prince 
came  very  young  to  the  crown> 
and,  betraying  a,moft  vicious 
turn  of  mind,  was  murdered  :  y 
his  own  fubje^,  after  he  had 
jcignedonly  nine  months  (77). 
And  this  is  the  reafbn  why  he 
is  omitted  in  FtoUiAf^  canpq, 
where  the  whole  year  is  reck- 
oned to  the  king  that  begins  it, 
how  foon  focver  he  dies  after. 
If  a  king  died  but  a  few  days 
after    the    beginning   of  the 
month  T^hothy  he  was  faid  to 
have  reigned  that  whole  year  1 
and  if  any  other  reigned  in  the 
interim,  but  did  not  live  to  the 
beginning  of  the  faid  month, 
his  name  was  omitted  in  the 
canon.    And  this  was  the  cafe 
^      of  Labirofomrchod . 

But  to  return  to  our  fubje^; 
Joftfh  Scaliger  (78)  will  have 
Lahortifoarchod  to  be  DaniePs 
Beljhaxzar  ;  ai^d  founds  his 
opinion  on  the  following  argu- 
ments, *vis&,  that  he  was  the  laft 
cf  Nehucbadnezxarh  race;  that 
he  was  killed  by  confpirators ; 
and  that  his  kingdom  devolved 
|0   Nfibonadius    or  Labjnetus^ 


who  was,  according  to /I iVg-it- 
fihenti  {79),  a  ftranger^to  the, 
family  of  iiebwhadj^KKTMr.' 
He  adds  a  circumftance  out  of 
Danidf  whkh  he  ti^kes  ^o  be 
of  great  weight :  the  queen  ad- 
vjfed  Beljhazscar  to  cbnfult 
DanieL^  This  queen,  fays  he, 
couldjjot  be  the  king's  wife  i 
for  his  wivef  and  concubines 
were  at  the  feail :  it  was^ there- 
fore the  queen  mother^  which'  \ 
fuits  well  with  the  chara^er  of 
Nebucbadneaxars  daughter, 
who  was  regent.  If  we  ob- 
ject, againft  this  hypothefis, 
thsitLaboro/barcbod reigned  on- 
ly nine  months,  whereas  it- is 
plain  from  Damely  that  Bel^ 
Jhazzar.  reigned  fome  years ; 
his  apfjver  is,  that  the  Scripture 
afcribes  to  Laborofaar^bod  ot 
Belpaxxar  the  whole  fouryears  ' 
which  the  canon  accounts  to 
Nenghjfar%  or  Nericaffolaffaf-^ 
as  he  is  there  called,  becaufe 
Neriglijffar  reigned  only  as  h  s 
guardian.  And  hence  it  is, 
that  we  hear  of  the  Aril  and 
third  year  of  BelJhazTuzr  in 
Daniel  (80],  though  Laboro- 
foarcbod  reigned  alone  no  more 
than  nine  months. 

This  opinion  too  is  clogged 
with  two  unfurmountable  difE- 
culties,  which,  in  few  words, 
are;  i.  That  it  fuppofes  N^-, 
bonadlus  to  he  Dariuj  the  Medf, 
a  fuppofition  which  we  ihall 
plainly  prove  from  holy  writ 
tobefalfe;  2.  ThatitfalMes 
the  prophecy  of  Jeremiah  pro- 
mihng  the  empire  to Nebuc bad- 
nezzar,  to  his  fon,  and  his  fon^s 
fon  i    whereas  Laboro/oarchod 


(76)  Bertfuiafudjoftpb^contra  Afion.  U  i.  Megajiben,  uliifu^ra,       (77) 
Berofus  uhifuf>ra»  (78)  Scaliger  in  not  is  ad  frag,  veter.  Gracor»  feleB^ 

d*  eaendat.  temper.  /.  vi.  f.  dc  regib,  Babylon,  (r^)  Megafib*  ubi  fupra, 

[Zq)  Dan.  vi.  J.  viii.  I, 
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was  his  daaghter*s  Ion .     This     nezjscar^  and  his  foOytittd  his  ron*s 
"^    '      ^    ■       "  foD,  according  to  the  proj^eqr 

of  Jiremiab  (%i) :    he  tavA 
therefore  have  been  f^cceeded 
by  a  foD^  and  a  fon*8  ion,  to  the 
crown  of  Babyhn,     Evil-m9^ 
rodack  was  his  Ton ;  aind,  of  afi  < 
the  kings  that  retgnedafbrhnn, 
noiie  but  Be(fi!?a»%ar  coold  be 
his  fon's  fon.    For  NerigUffar 
was  only  his  daughter's  buf- 
band,  and  Lahtofiarcbei  his 
daughter's  fon.     4.  H$rod9tBs 
tells  us,  that  the  laHrking  of 
Babyhn  was  fon  to  the  ceI^ 
brated  queen  Nitocris ;  and  it  h 
plain,  that  by  EnHi-meroiad 
alone  ihe  could  have  a  fon,  who 
was  fon's  fon  to  Nibucfadnezr 
xar.  This  opinion  feems  to  us 
the  leaft  perplexed  with  diffi- 
culties, and  of  all  others  the 
moft  agreeable  to  what  we  read 
both  In  Scripture,  and  in  the 
profane  hiftorians.  Of  Dariv 
the  Mede  we  ftaU  ibeak    ia 
the    hiflory  of   Media,     ad 
fhew,  that    he   could  be    00  i 
other  but  Cyaxans  H.  uncle 
to  Cyrus, 


di^culty  Scalsgf  feems  not  to 
have  been  aware  of^  ilnce  he 
takes  no  notice  of  it  in  fblving 
the  ohjedtons  that  may  be 
brought  againft  his  opinion. 

If  neither    Evii^mirodach, 
nor  Nfrigliffar^  nor  Lahoffr- 
arched,  were  DameN  Beljhax- 
jcar,  it  follows,  that  Nabana- 
dius  was  the  king  who  in  Scri- 
pture bears  that  name.     This 
will  appear  more  plain,  if  we 
coniider,  i .  That  he  is  on  all 
hands  agreed  to  have  been  the 
lad  of  the  Babylonian  kings  1 
and  therefore  mull  be  the  fame 
who  in  Scripture  is  called  Bel- 
Jhasexnr ;  for,  immediately  af- 
ter the  dezthof  Bei/^azxar,  the 
kingdom   was  given    to    the 
Medfs  and  Peffians  (81).     z. 
That  he  was  of  the  race  of  Ne- 
buchadnez.%ar  j    for  he  is  by 
Daniel  often  called  his  fon;  and 
in    the    Chronicles  (82)    it  is 
fatd,  that  Nebuehadneztar,  and 
his  children  or  oflFspring,reigne4 
at  Babylon  till  the  kingdom  of 
Perfia,  3.  That  the  nations  of 
theEaft  were  t^krvtNebuchad' 


(81)  Dtm,  V.  z8.  30,  31. 


{%z)  z  Chrm,  xxxvi,  20. 


(83)  Jo. 
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C  H  A  P,    X. 

T'he  hiflcfy  of  the  iWf/>»?  Phrygians,  Trojans, 
Lycians,  Lydians,   ^r. 

SECT.    L 
A  brief  account  of  A^a  Proper. 

AS  the  feveral  fmall  kingdoms,  which  we  are  to  treat 
of  "in  this  place,  were  antiently  compr^ended  under 
the  name  of  Jfia  Minor^  we  ihall  prcmife  a  general  de- 
jcription  of  that  country,  for  the  better  underftanding  of 
the  partifiulsir  account^,  which  we  ftaH  have  occafion  to 
join»  as  we  cocne  to  treat  of  the  feveral  regions  contained 
therein. 

'    The  different  and  various  acceptations  of  the  word  Alia  Pro- 
,   Jlfia^  even  in  its  ftrideft  fenfe,  has  created  a  great  deal  of  per. 
cotfifufioa  ainong. writers,  and  often  led  the  unwary  xzzAr 
tjp%  into  confideraMe  miftakes.     To  obviate  thefe  incon- 
veniences, the  incoraf^arable  bifhop  VJher  a  advifes  thofe, 
who   are  to  give  any  account  oi  Jfia^  to  begin  by  e?c- 
plaining  the  various  acceptations  of  the  Word,  without 
which  it  is  impoffible  to  underftand  the  antient  hiftorians 
or  geographers.     He  looks  upon  this  as  one  of  the  moft 
jdifficolt  points  in  hiftory,  there  being  a  feemii^  contra- 
Ai&ixm.  between  the  facred  and  profane  writers,  as  to  the 
proirinces  onnprehended  under  the  nanie  of  Afia^  which 
cannot  be  reconciled  without  a  very  careful  diii;in£lion  of 
tim^s  and  places.    In  reading    the  antient  hiftorians  or 
geographers,  we  frequently  meet  with  the  following  teritls, 
vizr,  Thi  Greater  and  Lejfer  Afta^   Jfta  Proper^   or  JJia 
•    properly  fo  called^  the  Lydian  Afta^  the  Proconfular  JJia^ 
the  Afiattc  Diocefe,     That  vaft  continent,    which  was 
known  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans  under  the  name  of  A^a^ 
was  dif  ided    by   the  antient   geographers  firft   into  tliQ 
Greater  and  Lejfir  Afia^    The  Lejfer^  commonly  termed 
Afux  Minor ^  comprehended  a  great  many  provinces  ;  but 
that  which  included  Pbrygia^  Myfia^  Car'ia^  and  Lydia^ 
.  was  named  AJia  Proper^  or  Afia  properly  fo^  called,  as  is 

^  In  his  geographical  and   hiflorical   difquillcion  touching 
4l(i8y  properly  i^  called. 

plain 
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plain   from   Tully  K     Where  it  is  to  be   obfcrvcd,  that 
Tully^  in  enumerating  the  regions  contained  in  j/Jia  Pn- 
pery  makes  no  memton  of^'/Eolis  or  Ionia y  though  un- 
doubtedly parts  of  Jfia  Proper^  becaufe  they  wWe* com- 
prehended partly  in  Lydia^  apd  partlyun  JMyfia.     Ly^, 
beiide  the  inland  country,    commonly   known   by  tb 
^  name^  contained  alfo  the  adjoining  countries  both  of  Iml^ 
lying  on  the  fea-fide  between  the  rivers  Hermus  and  Mt- 
andiTf  znioi  Molts ^  extending  fxom  Hermus  to  the  ri?t 
•  Qaicusy  liccording  to  Ptolemy ',  or,  according  to  Strek^^ 
to  the  promontory  L^um^  theantient  boundary  beHv|ea 
Troasj  and  the  fea-coaft^of  the  Greater  Myfia  (A).    The 
remauiing  parts  of  Molls  aod  lonia  are  by  Pliny  •,  Strah\^ 
Hellanicus  g,  and  Siylax  \  placed  in  My^a  ;   nay^  Aj^ 
itfelf,  Sifter  the  Molians  poffeffcd  themfelves    of  it,  nay 
cofnmonly  called  iff ^//V  *;*  which   Skphanuf    not    bett; 
aware  of,  makes  JJos  of  Molts  a  different  city  from  jffis 
of  Myfia  near  Antandrus.    From  wtait  we  have  faid,  it  is 
plain,  that  Afta  Proper  compretn^nded   Phryzia,    Myjuky 
Lydia^  Carta ^  Molisy  arid  Ionia.    lYm  tradj  was  bounded, 
according  to  Ptolemy y  on  the  north,  by  Bithynia  and  Pm- 
tusj  extending  from  Galatia  to  Propontis ;  on  the  Eaif,  bj 
Galatidy  Pamphylioy   2ind  Lycia  i  on  the«South  by  part  of 
Lycia^  and  the  Rhodian  fea  i  on  thcWttt,  by  thtHelUfponf, 
by  the  Mgaatiy  Icarian^  and  Myrtoan  Teas.     It  ]ies    be- 
tween the  thirty-fifth  and  forty-firft  degree  of  north   lati- 
tude, and  extends  in  longitude  from  fift/-five  to  fixty-two 
degrees. 

•^'  * 

*>  Cic.  in  orat.  pro  Flacco.  «  Lib.  v.  c.  2.        ^  Lib.  3tii. 

'     p.  393.  *Lib.  v*c.  30.  ^  Lib.  xiv.  fub.  init.        •«  Id. 

lib.  xiii.        ^  Sc^LAX,  in  periplo.        '  Pomp.  M£la,  lib.  i. 
c.  18.    Plin.  lib.  V,  c;*30. 

(A)  That  My^a  reached  to  (3).    In  like  mztmer  Pliny  (4) 

the  mouth  of  the  river  Ca'i^  makes  the  promontory  teSim 

r^y  is  acknowleged  not  only  the  boundary  betwixt  jSdii    . 

by  Ptolemy  (1),    but  alfo  by  andTVoa/;  though  elfewhere, 

Strabo  (2)4  and  yet,  becaufe  following    other    authors,  ht 

it  was  pofleiTed  in  his  time  by  places  ^os  in  Troas  (5).  Jut 

the  Molians,  he  tells  ns,  that  Hellmcus,  Strabo  (6),andSfe' 

jEolisy  properly  fo  called,  ex-  phanus,  make  it  a  city  ofjSolis 

tended  from  Hermus  to  Le£lum  near  the  Hellefpont. 

(x)  L/*.  V.  f.  a.  (a)  L/*.  xii.  p,  393.  (3)  2,/^  xin.        (4)  Uh.. 

V.  f.  30.     (f^)  Id.  lib.  ii.  f.  96,  Q  I,  xxxTi  c.  1 7.  (^)  Strab,  /.  ^.  jft.420. 

-     As 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(C-X.     f      Thi'Hift0ry*cf  the  Vhry&zn$.  429 

As  y^  Proper  is  but  a  part  of  JJia  Minory  fo  the  Tbi  Ly- 
Lydian  Afia  is  only  a  part  of  .^  Proptr  (B).     4^^»  '"  ^**"  ^^*•• 
this  ac^eptatibn,  comprehends  Zjr^'i?,  yE«//>,  and   Ionian 
according  to  the  defcrtption  we  have  already  given  of  it ; 
and  b  that  Afia  whereof  mention  is  made  in  the  A£fSy  and 
St.  John^s  revelation.    In  the  former  we  read  the  follow- 
ing account  of    St.  t!auV^  journey  K     When   they  had 
gone  fhraugh^tit  Phrygia,  and  the  region  of  Galatia,  and 
\  tc/ere  forbidditi    of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  preach  the  word  in 
'  Afia  ;  i^ter  they  were  come  to  Myfia,  they  effayed  to  go  into 
Bitfiynia  ;  but  the  Spirit  Juffered  themmt.  And  they ypajjing 
by  Myfia,  came  dmn  to  Tjroas.  Where  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  Greater  Phrygia^  through  which  they  paffcd  into 
^Galatia^  Myfia^  Olympena  bordering  'upon  Bitbynia  and 
Hellefpfint^   where  Troas  was  fituatc,  though  provinces  of 
Afia^  properly  fo  called,  are  yet  in  exprefs  terms  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  Proper  Afia  of  the  Romans  ;  as  is  like- 
wife  Cariay  by  what  *e  read  elfewhefe  in  the  fame  book  '. 
As  thefe  citi^  and  countries  did  not  belong  to  the  Lydian 
^<ft»,  fo  what  remains  of  Afta  Proper ^  together  with  the 
[even  Churches  mentioned   in   the  Revelations^  were  pro- 
perly Lydia^  or  the  Lydtan  AJia.     In  the  firft  place,  Per^ 
gamus  is  placed  by  Xenophon  "  in  Lydia^  and  alfo  by  Ari^ 


"^Adlsxvi.  'Ibid.  XX.  16,  17.  "^Xbnoph.  dc 

expcd.  Cyr.  lib.  vii. 

(B)  That  In  antient  times  Afia^  is  cxprcfly  affirmed  by 

Lydia  was  called  Memta^  and  the  antient  (choliaft  of  ApoU 

x\A'Ly4iansMamians/\%TsaXi\'  loniue    Rhodius    J[i7).     From 

fed  from  Herodotus  (8)^  Dio-  whence  Lydim  borrowed  the 

dorus     Stcuks  (9),     Dionyfus  name  of  ^«,  is  altogether  un- 

Afer  [\o\  StraU  (11),   Pit-  certain  j  feme  deriving  it  from 

^y     (12),     Stephanus ,  .  and  a  city    of  I yiia^    feated    on 

others;  and  that  Mdonia  was  mount7m^/«i  ^^  others  from  one 

^led  Afia^  is  no  lefs  plain  from  Afias  king  of  Lydia^  who,  ac- 

Caltinus^  who  flourifiled  before  cording  to  the  Lydtans^  com- 

Archilochus  f  1 3)1  from  Z>/jso#-  muhicatedhisnametothewhole 

trim  Sceffius  cotemporary  with  continent  ( 1 8).  But,  be  that  as 

Crates,    and   Arijlarchus    the  it  will,  it  is  certain^  that  Lydia 

grammarian  (14),  from  Eurt-  has  a  better  claim  to  the  same 

pides  (15),.  ^uidas  ( 1 6j,  the  of  Afia,  than  any  other  part  of 

great  etymologift,  tSc,    Nay,  that  continent. 

that  Lydia  was  formerly  called 

(%)  Herodot.  I  ue,  7.         (9)  Diodor,  Sicui.  /.  iv.         (lo)  Dionyf.  in  pi- 
ritgefi.  (u)  StraL  /.  xui.  j&.  430.  (la)  Plin,  /.  v.  c,  29-  (13) 

Strah.  I.  dv.  p.  368,  fuk  iniu  ( 14)  Id,  /.  xu.  (15)  In  Baccb, 

(16}  In  'Af(a*  nj)  SMiaft,  Ap$lton.  Argonaut,  /.ii.  \i%)  Hercd. 
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Jlotle  \  The  fame  AriptU  •  tclla  us,  that  Smyrna  was 
at  firft  pofTeffed  by  the  Lydians^  and  Scyiax  Caryandn^ 
reckons  it  among  the  cities  of  Lydia  ;  as  alfo  Epheh^ 
Sardts^  Philadelp)ia^  and  Thyetira^  are  reckoned  by  JP/*- 
lemy  among  the  cities  of  Lydia ^  as  ^  Laodicea  }yy  Ste- 
phanus  p  (C), 
W/Pro-  The  Proconjular  jtfta  (fo  called,  becaufe  it  was  go- 
Afia  ▼erned  by  a  proconfuJ},  according  to  the  dtftribution  of 

^"**         the  provinces  of  the  empire  made  by  jfugu/tus^  conapre- 
hended  the  following  countries  ;  vi%.  Lydia ^  Ionian  Oaria^ 
Myfioy  Phrygidy  and  the  Prmnfular  HelUJpont.    And  this 
,  is  Ptolemy'^  Afia  Proper.  ^.     By  the  faiiie    emperor  Pontm 

and  Biihyma  were  made  a  praetorian  province,  and  Afa 
a  confular,  containitig  all  that  part  of  Afia  which  lay  cm 
this  fide  the  river  Hadyi^  and  mount  Taurus.  In  tfie  time 
X  ■  of  Conjiantine  the  Great  y  the  Proconfukr  ^Jia  was  nwch 
abridged,  and  a  diftindion  brought  in  between  the  frt- 
confular  Afia^  and  thjB  Afiatic  dioccft ;  the  one  being  go- 
verned by  the  proconful  of  Afia^  and  the  other  b/  the 
vicarius  or  lieutenant  of  Afia  (D).  The  Procanjnkr 
Afiay  according  to  the  defcription  which  Eunapius  gives 
us  of  it  %  fecms  to  have  been  mucli  the  &me  with  ifcc 
Lydian  Afia  above-mentioned.  In  the  rrign  of  Theeddui 
the  elder,  who  fucceeded  Valens^  the  Confiilar  HeJU/pont 

"  Lib.  de  poetica;  p.  97.  •  ARistOT.  lib.  dc  poetics 

apud  Plutarch,  in  lib.  dc  vita  &  poffi  Homtru         '  Steph. 
de  urbib.  ^  Ptolbm.  L  v.  c^  2.  '  Euk a^.  in  vita 

Afaximi. 

(C)  Laodicea  is  placed   by  rial  coniilitatiohs^  two  refcriptf 

Ttolemy  in  Caria^  by  others  in  of  the  emperor  Valens^  the  one 

Phrygia,  and  by  fomc  in  Ly-  dated  the  27th  of  7tf»»«0' 3^S* 

ditty  the  confines  of  thofecoun-  (that  is,  towards  the  latter  m 

tries  having  been  fo  often  al-  of  the  firft  year  of  his  reign)^ 

tered,  thaft  it  was  not  ^fiible^  and  dire&d  to  Clearchus,  id' 

as  Strabo  witnefles    (19),  to  carius  Afiai  the  other  dated 

/     aicertain  their  exad  bounda-  the  6th  of  the  OBoher  follow- 

ries ;  and  hence  it  }s#that  the  ing,  and  direded  to  Auxonust 

fame  city  is  oftentimes  placed  nncartus  dicece/eos  Afianse  (20). 

by  one  of  the  antient  gcogra-  This  diftindion  was  brouglit  in 

phers  \Ti  Phrygia ;  by  another,  by  Conftantine^  and  continued 

in  Lydia  j  and,  by  a  third,  in  under  the  Chriftian  cihpcron 

Caria,  that  fucceeded  him. 

(D)  We  fiqd,  in  the  impe- 

(1^)  Sirth,  /.  xii,  p.  38S.        (lo)  Cod,  TbeodoJ,  lih.  v.  ttU  11.  l^ft^ 

infciQ  itm^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.  C .  X .  ^rhc  Hift^  cf  the  Phrygian?.  45 1 

yras  taken  from  the  vkarius  of  jtjiay  and  added  to  the 
Proconfidar    Afia  \  but  under  Arcadius  the  Pro€9nfular 
jffia  was   abridged  of  all  the  inland  part  of  Lydia.  An4 
this  is  the  reafon,  whv  Palkdius  u  makes  a  diftin&ion  be^ 
tween  the   bilhops  or  Lydia^  and  thofe  of  JJia,     How- 
ever,   the    fouthern  part  of  Lydia^   lying  between  the 
Aleeand^r'  and  Cayji^r^  and  the  maritim  provinces  from 
Ephefus  to  AJfos^  and  the  promontory  LeSiumj  were  left 
to  the  Proconfular  Afia  ^. 

The  Afiatic  diocefe  (E)  is  fometimes  taken  in  a  more  The  Afia- 
ikrifl    fenfe,   as  diftinA  from  the  Proconfular  Afia^  and  tic  dioctfc. 
the  provinces  under  the  jurafdiflion  of  the  proconful ;  and 
fometimes  in  a  morfe  extenfive  fenfe,  as  comprehending 
alfo  the  Proconfular  Afia.     According  to  this  acceptation, 
all  AJia^  in  the  reign  of  Theodofius  the  }K)unger,  confifted 
of  eleven  provinces,  three  whereof  were  urrfer  the  jurif- 
di£tion  of  the  proconful    of  Afiay  viz.  the  Proconfular 
Proper^  v*ich  he  governed  by  himfelf,  the  Confular  Hel- 
A  lefponty  and  that  of  RhodeSy  with  the  other  iflands  called 
CycladiS^  which  were  firft  made  a  jwovince  by  Vefpafiany 
and  placed  under  a  prefident  *•  Eight  were  under  the  vi- 
partus  or  lieutenant  of  Afta  ;  via.    Lydia,  Carioy  Phrygia 
Salutarhy  Phrygia  Pacatianay  Pamphyliay  LyctOy  Lycaonhy 
and  Pifidia-y  thcfe  eight  made  up  what  was  properly  called 
the  Afiatic  diocefe  ^  (F).     Thefe  are  the  terms  we  moft 
commonly  meet  with  in  reading  the  antient  hiftorians  and 

«  Pallad.ih  vitt: Chryfoft.         ''HrEnoctis  notitia  imp. 
in  a{^nd.  geograph.  £»cr.  p.  27.    Photius,  de  online  metro* 
pditar.  p.  43.  &  in  tomo  i.  juris  Graeco-Romani,  p.  90.     Sub- 
script, concil.  Chalced.  aft.  vi.  Confiantinop.  vi.  aft.  xvix.  &c. 
.    »  Sextus  Rupus,  inbreviario.         x  Alciat.  parerg.  L  v. 
c.  13. 

*     (E)   The  word  diocefe^  in  the  firft  and  chief  province  of 

the  dialeft  of  the  times  we  are  all,  *viz.  Afia  itfelf,  beiog,  we 

here  fpeaking  of,    imports  a  know  not  how,  omitted  (21). 

traft  of  country  comprehending  On  the  other  hasd,    Ifidorus 

feveral  provinces  nnder  the  ju-  Mercator  reckons  twelve  pro- 

rifdiftion  of  one  chief  rder.  vinces  belonging  to  this  diocefe,     , 

(F)  In  the  notitia  imferii,  and  among  them  G«A?^fA,whith 
which  was  compiled  in  the  was,  without  all  doubt,  a  pro- 
reign  oiTheodofius  the  younger,  vince  of  the  diocefe  ofPohtui 
the  Afiatic  diocefe  is  faid  to  (22). 
coofiil  of .  ten  provinces  only ;  • 

(20)  Notit.  utriufque  imperii,  (22)  Vid,  Saimafii  euetarjfik..^* 

ecclef.  fuburbicar.  f»  347. 

geographers; 
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geographers  ;  for  the  explanation  of  which  we  are  chiefly- 
indebted  to  the  learned  archbifhop  UJh^j  who  though  t   it 
well  worth  his  while  to  e^^mine  the  various  acceptations 
of  J/ia  Proper  in  a  particular  treatife  *. 
The  name        As  to  the  common  nam^  of  JJia  there  \s  a  great  variety 
0f  Afia.      of  opinions   among   the   learned,  fome  deriving  it  from 
J/ta  the  daughter  of  Oceanus  and  Thetis^  wife  ofjapau^^ 
and  by  him  mother  to  Prometheus ;  others  from  Attus^  ftn 
of  Jtys  king  of  Lydia^  from  whom  that  kingdom  firft, 
'      and  in  lengrh  of  time  the  whole  continent,  was  named 
jlfta.     Bochart  *  is  of  opinion,  that  it  took  its  name  from 
the  Phcenician  word  A/i^  lignifying  the  middle,  becaufe 
Jfta  Minor,,  which,  fays  he,  comnAinicated  its  name  to 
Jfia  the  Greater^  lies,  as  it  were,  in  the  middle,  between 
Europe  and  AfrU,     This  opinion  he  endeavours  to  fup- 
port  with  the  authority  of  Pliny ^  and  Pomponim  Mela  K 
But,  as  all  that  can  be  faid  on  this  head  is  grounded  on 
bare  conjeftures,  it  is  fcarcc  worth  our  while  to  dwejl  on 
inquiries  of  this  nature. 
Climate         This  country  is  juftly  counted  among  the  fineft  and 
and  /erti'  moft  fruitful  of  the  earth,   and  highly   extolled  by  an- 
lity.  tient  writers,  chiefly  by  the  RotnanSy  who  were  wdl  ac- 

quainted with  it,  for  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  temper  of 
the  climate,  nature  of  the  feafons,  excellence  and  variety 
of  its  produdions  and  fruits ;  in  all  which  tcfpc&s  it  was 
preferred  by  Tully  '^  to  all  the  countries  of  the  then  known 
world.  The  common  epithet,  whereby  the  Latin  poets 
diftinguiib  this  from  other  regions,  is  that  of  rich,  alluding 
not  only  to  the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  but  alfo  to  the  wealth 
and  opulence  of  the  inhabitants,  which  we  may  eafily  judge 
of  from  tlie  immenfe  fums  that  fome  of  the  Roman  go- 
vernors are  faid  to  have  extorted  from  them,  namely 
Marc  Antony^  who,  as  we  are  told  by  Plutarch  «*,  fqueezed 
from  the  Inhabitants  of  AJia  Minor ^  m  the  fpace  of  one 
year,  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  talents. 
spreftnt  This  country  is  at  prefent  divided  into  four  parts  ;  vi%. 
wifion.  ,  Uatolia^  properly  fo  called,  the  weftern  part ;  Caramania^ 
the  fouthern  part ;  AladuUa^  this  eaftern  \  and  Amajia^i  the 
northmofl  part.  By  the  Turh  the  whole  country,  called 
'  by  them  Nadalu,  is  divided  into    five  parts,  under  thf 

K  UsHEH  in  his  geographical  and  hiftorical  difquifition  of 
Afia^  properly    fo  called,   &c.  •  Phaleg.  1.  iv.  c.  36. 

^  Plin.  in  praefat.  lib.  iii.  &  PoMP.  Mela,  de  A£a,  1.  i.  c.  z, 
«  Crc.  pro.  Q:^Ligario.  ^  Plvtarch.  inLucull.  & 

^ntonio. 

\      '■        -    ^    .  government 
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government  of  five  heglerbegs^  who  rcfide  at  Cotyaunty 
ITocat^  Trabezond^  Marofch^mA  Iconium,  Tbcfe^rcfub- 
divided  into  lefler  governtnents,  denominated  from  the 
city  or  town  where  the  governor  reiides.  But  it  is  now 
time  to  proceed  to  the  particular. hiflK)ries  of  the  various 
kkigdoms  antiently  comprehended  under  the  common  name  .  ^ 
of  jfjia  Minor. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Phrygians. 

S  E  C  T.    IL 

Itbe  defcription  of  Phry^. 

AS  we  can  fcarce  ofFer  any  thing  touching  Phrygia^  but 
what  we  have  either  at  fecond-hand,  or  from  muti- 
lated pieces  of  antiquity,  we  fhali  not  dwell  long  on  fo  dark 
and  perplexed  a.fub)e<%,  nOr  pretend  to  fupply  the  defeat 
of  better  authorities  with  fuch  pre<;arious  conjedures  as 
every  writer  may,  and  the  moft  ordinary  ufually  do,  vent 
on  fuch  occafions  (G), 

Whence  the  fmall  country  before  us  borrowed  the 
name  of  Phrygian  is  not  determined.     Some  derive  it  from 
the  river  Phryx    (now  Sarabat)  which  divides  Phrygia 
from  Carta ^  and  empties  itfclf  into  the  Hermus  «;  others 
from  Phrygia^  the  daughter  of  Afspus  and  Europa,     The 
.Greek  writers  tell  us  ^,  that  the  country  took  its  name 
from  the  inhabitants,  and  thefe  from  the  town  of  Brygium 
in  Macedonia^  from  whence  they  firft  pafled  into  JJia^ 
and  gave  the  name  of  Phrygia  or  Brygia  to  the  country 
which  they  fettled  in ;  but  we  fliall  have  occafion  to  ex- 
amine this  opinion  hereafter.     Bochart  is  of  opinion  ^^ 

«  Plin.  lib.  V.  c.  29.  ^Messal.  Corvin.  de  pro- 

gen.  Aug.  s  Phaleg.lib.  iii.c.  8.     StRAB.  lib.  xii. 

p.  388. 

(G)  The  names  of  the  au-  ander^Z'T^) ;  but,  as  their  works 

thors  that   have  written  the  have  not  reached  us,  we  are 

Phrygian  hiftory  are  Democri-  left  quite  in  the  dark  as  to  ^ 

tuSf  Hermefiana^esy  Timolaus^  fome   of   the    moll   material 

Aretaxeii  and  Cornelius  Alex*  points  of  that  hiftory. 

(23)  Plut»   dejtwvihf  (^  Laert,  in  Democrito*  n. 

Vol.  IV.  F  f  that 
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that  this  trad  was  called  Phrygia  from  a  Gredk  Tcrb,  %- 
ntfjing  to  burn  or  dry,  which,  according  to  him,  is  a 
tranflatbn  of  its  Hebrew  name,  derived  ffom  a  v&b  of 
the  fame  fignification  (H). 

No  lefs  various  are  the  opinions  of  authors,  as  to  the 
exad  boundaries  of  this  country  ;  which  gave  rife  to  die 
proverb  related  by  Strabo  s,  viz.  that  the  Phrygians  a^d 
Myjians  had  diftind  boundaries,  but  that  it  was  fcarce 
poffible  to  afcertain  them.    The  fame  writer  adds  ^^  that 


«  Phaleg.  1.  iii.  c.  8.   Strab.  I.  xii.  p.  388. 
ubi  fup. 


'  Strab. 


(H)  The  Gr^ik  word  dfu- 
yict  feems  to  be  derived  from 
the  verb  ^pv>€/« ,  to  burn  or 
parch ;  and  hence  that  place 
on  mount  O^/^y  whtre  Hercu- 
les wsU  bt^rot,  took  the  name 

of  *pt/^/*,    A'7r6    t8    iKU    'TTi' 

ff>vx6ct4  Toi'  'HfeticK^a,.  Now 
as  that  part  of  Phrygia^  whidi 
was  walhed  by  the  rivers  Cay- 
fter  and  Mtednder,  was  difHn* 
gttiftied  by  tht  epithet  opKeCja,- 
'Kiicctufxivn,zs  Strah  and  DiW»- 
rus  witne&  (24) ;  it  is  not  iin* 
probable  but  that  the  name  of 
Phrygia,  i^hich  was  at  firft  pe- 
culiar to  one  part,  might  in 
length  of  tiine  become  common 
to  the  whole  country.  How 
this  part  caitie  to  be  called  Kc^-' 
^(tKiKdLV[Aipr.h\irnt,  is  varioafly 
reported.  Dtodorus  (2^)  fp^ks 
of  a  firy  monfter  called  dgis, 
which,  ai^)earii%  there,  cota- 
fi^ed  all  that  trad  i  but  was 
afterwards  killed  by  Pa//as, 
Others  recur  to  the  fable  of 
Tjfphon  (a6),  who,  fay  they, 
was  in  that  place  thundei-ftruck 
by  Jupiter.  But,  without  hav- 
ing recourfe  tolab]es,it  will  be 


ib  hHid  iiaHer  to  aocbunt  for 
this  denomination,  if  we  but 
confider,  that  this  part  of  Phry^ 
gia  we  are  fpeaking  of,  is  de- 
fcfibfed  both  by  t>iodorus  and 
Stf-ahoitj)  as  a  dry  foil  im- 
pregnafted  with  fulphnr,  bitn- 
in^,  and  other  combuftible 
fttbftahcJes,  which  in  all  likdi- 
hpod  ^ave  rife  to  this  appella- 
tion. We  are  not  %norant, 
thk  the  ttzSt  we  are  fpeaking 
ol  \i  by  fome  of  the  antientt 
reckoned  a  province  of  Mjifia% 
hy  others,  of  Maonia ;  but 
Hefpebitts  (t%),  Diodorus{2g\ 
and  mod  of  the  other  hiftorians 
and  geographers,  place  it  in 
Phrygia,  Bochari  is  of  opi- 
nion (36),  that  by  Gamer  in 
Scriptfure  is  meant  Phrygia^ 
and  diat  the  Greek  word  P%ry 
gia  is  a  tranflation  of  the  He- 
brew ^OIJI  gomer,  which  he 
derives  from  the  verb  1/^3^  go- 
mar,  importing,  among  o^heT 
iignifications,  to  bum  or  con- 
fume,  in  which  fignification  he 
ihews  it  to  have  been  freqden^ 
\y  ufed  both  by  the  Cbaiditam 
and  Syrians. 


(24)  Strah.  /.  stUi, p.  ^%u  &  Diid.  Siciil.  /.  m.  ^ 
I  iii.  p,  142.,  (a6)  Strsh,  I.  xiii.  p,  431, 

(28)  Hefycb,  A  ffii,  (49)  Di$d,  u^frp. 


'     (25)  Diid.  Steal, 

.(27)  Ubi  fupra, 

(30)  Fbaleg,  /.  iii. 

the 
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the  Trojans^  My/tans^  and  Lydians,  arc,  by  the  poefs,  all  • 
hiended  under  the  common  name  of  Phrygians j  which 
Claudian  » extends  to  the  Pifidians^  BithynianSy  and  loni- 
ans.       Again,  Pliny  *  places  Afcania  \n  Phrygia^  which, 
togetlier  with  Dardania^  is  reckoned  by  Strabo  ^  among 
the    provintes  of  Myfia.     Phrygia  Proper^  according  to 
I^otemy^  whom  we  choofe  to  follow,  was  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Pontus  and  Bithynia }    on  the  weft  by  Myfia^ 
^roas^  the  Mgaan  fca,  Lydia,  Maontay  and  Caria  \  on 
the  fouth  by  Lycia  ;  on  the  eaft  by  Pamphylla  and  Ga- 
latia.     It  lies  between  the  37th  and  41ft  degree  of  north- 
latitude,  extending  in  longitude  from  56  to  62  degrees. 
ThOi. inhabitants  of  this  country,   mentioned  by  Ptolemy ^ 
are   the  Lycaones^  and  Anthemtfenii  towards  Lycia^  and 
JkToccadiUs  or  Moccadine^  the  Cyddefes  or  QydUpss  towards/ 
SithyniOy  and  between  thcfe  the  Ptltini  or  opekinif  the' 
A^oxiatiiy  Ph^cenfeSy    and  Hiertipolita.     To   thcfe  we 
may  add  the  herecyr^es  mentioned  by  'Strabo  ". 

f^HRYGiA  is  commonly  divided  into  the  Greater  and 
JLeffer  Phrygiay  called  alfo  Troas^  But  this  divifion  did 
not  take  place  till  Troa%  was  fubdued  by  the  Phrygians  ; 
and  hence  it  is  mcfre  confidered  by  feme  Roman  writers 
as  a  part  of  Phrygia^  than  Bithynia^  Cappadoda^  or  any 
other  of  the  adjacent  provinces.  In  after-ages,  that  is, 
ill  the  reigtt  v^  Gonft^ntine  the  Great ^xht,  Giyater  Phrygia 
was  divided  into  two  diftri£U  or  governments,  the  one 
called  Phrygia  Pacatiana^  from  Pacatianus^  who,  under 
^Cbn/fantine^  bore  the  great  office  of  the  pr^eBus  pns^ 
^tJTTo  of  the  Eaft  ;  the  other  P-hrygia  Salutarisy  from  Tome 
miraculous  cures  fuppofed  to  have  been  performed  rficie 
by  th6  archangel  Michael. 

This  country,  and  indeed  ^M  J^  Minor,  as  lying  In  Itsfiilani 
tn«  fifth  and  iiKtb  northern  climates,  was  in  antient  times  climate, 
gfeatly  celebrated  for  its  fertility.  It  abounded  in  all 
wTts  of  grain,  being,  for  the  moft  part,  a  plain  country 
covert  with  a  deep  rich  foil,  and  plentifully  watered  by 
fmall  rivenB*  Jt  was  in  fome  parts  productive  of  bitumen, 
and  other  comb»ftible  fttMlanees.  It  was  well  ilockcd 
iwith  cattle,  having  large  plains  and  pafture^grounds.  The 
air  was  antiendy  deemed  moft  puce  and  whoJfoiiM;^  tho* 
it  is  now  in  forh«  parts  ihougl^  eictmnely  gro(s,  fineait 
{Hitt  of  the  country  Jyrng  unCuhmted,^  thing  too  conMaoa 
in  fuch  regions  »  '^Xi2Sit\xrliitt'^J\4ohamnudan  jqkt^ 

^  Claud. L.ii. in Eutroji.  kpLn^.i.y.  iStrab. 

abi  fupra.  •  Ibid.  Lxii.  &b  fin. 

Ffa  In 
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In  (hortv  whatever  defirablc  things  nature  has  frugally 
beftowed  here  and  there  on  other  countries,  were  found  in 
,tbis,  while  well  manured,  as  in  their  original  feminary. 

The  cities  of  notcj  in  Phrygia  Major  were,  i.  ^pa- 
itiea  or  Jpamia^  a  famous  mart,  and  the  metropolis  of  all 
Phrygia^    till  the  above-mentioned  divifion  of  Conftantine 
took  place.     It  was  feated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Mar- 
fyas  and  Maander.    Pliny  *»  places  it  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
Signia^  furroundcd  by  the  rivers  Marfyas^  Obrimay  and 
OrgOy  v^hich  empty  themfelves  mio  xht  Maander  \  where- 
in he  feems  ro  confound  the  fituation  of  the  antient  Ce- 
Una  with  that  of  the  new  city  called  Apanua.     Celana 
indeed  flood  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  which  the  Marfyas 
has  its  fpring  \  but  Antiochm  Soter^  fon  to  Antiochus  Seleu- 
cuSi  who  built  Apamea  of  Syria^  carried  the  inhabitants 
from  thence  to  the  new  city,  which  he  built  about  ten 
miles  from  thence^  where  the  Marfyas  and  Maander  be- 
gin to  flow  in  one  chanel ;    this  city  he  named  Apamea 
from  his  mother  Apamea,  wife  to-  Seleucus  Nicanor  **.     As 

•  there  are  many  other  cities  bearing 'the  fame  name,  this 
for  diftinftion  fake  is  commonly  called  Apamea  Cibotos  ; 

.  but,  as  to  the  original  of  this  appellation^  there  is  a  great 
difcrepancy  among  authors  (IJ. 

n  Plin,  I.  V.  c.  29.  ^  Strab.  ubifupra.    Liv.  lib: 

xxxviii.    Marcianus,  L  vi. 

•  (I)   As  the  word  ^i^corU  from  its  being  as  it  were,  the 

fignifies  ark  or  cpffer^  fome  have  common  treafary  of  thofe  coun- 

fuppoied>  that  it  was  fo  called^  tries  (31).     It  is  worth  obferv- 

becaafe  the  ark  reded  on  the  ing,  that  there  are  no  fewer 

•  hill  from  which  the  river  Mar-  than  nine  cities  bearing  the 
fyas  fprings.  But  tbefc  writers  fame  name  ;  viz,  Apamea  of 
confound  the  fituation  of  Ce-  Phrygia^  of  Bithyniay  of  Pifi- 
hm  with  that  of  Apamea  i  the  dta^  of  Media,  of  Babylpnia,  of 
former,  which  never  bore  the  Mefopotamia^  of Pijidia^of  Sit- 
name  of  CiBofos,  was  fltuate  at  facene,  of  Syria  ;  and  all  fita- 
tht  f<x>t  of  the  hill  Sigma j^  but  ated  between  two  rivers,;  which 
Apamea  Cibstoszt  ten  miles  di"  mzde  Bochart  (31)  conclude, 
ftance.  As  thofe  who  traded  that  they  were  fo  called  from, 
from  Italy  and  Greece  to  A/la  the  Hehre*w  verb  fignifyiog  to 
Miner,  uied  to  convey  their  farround,  wihereof  the  import 
wares  to  this  city  as  a  place  of  is  plainly  expreifed  in, Jonas 
general  rrfort  (30),  Sa/mafius  (33)  CD^D  ^SlSSJt  apbapbum 
thinks  it  was    called   Cibotos  majim. 

C30)  Pia/eg'  /.  xvii.  (31)  Sa/maf.  Phmangg  tstertitet.  t.  40.  *.  380. 

{^^)  Pbaleg.  i.  ii.  c.  11.  (33)  Gt.ii.v.  6, 

'  La0J)I- 
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Laodicea,   tiosn  EJkihiJfar^  featcd  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Lycus^  not  far  from  Jpamfa,     It  was  firft  called 
Diofpolisy    afterwards  Rheas^  artd  at  laft  Diocafarea  and 
Laodicea.     We  arc  told  by  Stephanus^  that  Jupiter^  ap- 
pearijig  to  Antiochu%y  the  fon  of  Stratonice^  in  his  fleep^     • 
conimande4  him  to  build  a  city,  which  he  did  accordingly, 
calling  li Diofpolh  ixom  Jupiter^  znA  Laodicea  from  his' 
ivife  Laodice*     It  was  afterwards  greatly  increafed  by  Hi- 
ero^  by  Zeno  the  Rhetorician^  and  his  fori  Polemon  p,  who, 
being  honoured  by  Cafar  Juguftus  with  the  title  of  king, 
m^ght>  perhaps,  out  of  complaifance  to  that  prince,  add 
his  name  to  that  of  Jutiter^  calliitg  the  city  Diocafarea^ 
the    city  of  Jupiter  anci  Cafar,     Howevei,  the  name  of 
LaadiceOy  wnich  Strah  derives  from  the  river  Lycus  ^, 
prevailed.     This  city  was  famous  for  its  wool,  which  was 
univerfally  preferred,  on  account  of  its  foftnefs,  as  the  fame 
author  witnefles,  even  '  to  that  of  Afdetus^  fo  much  cried 
up  by  theantients;  and,  befides,  was  of  a  very  extraor- 
dinary blacknefs.     With  this  the  inhabitants  carried  on 
a  very  confiderable^  trade,  and  were  accounted  the  moft 
ivealthy  people  of  all  jlfia  Minor.     Ptolemy  makes  Lao- 
dicea and  Diocafarea  two  different  citie%  j  wherein  he  is 
certainly  miftaken.     At  Laodicea  was  one  of  the  feven 
churches  mentioned  in  the  Apocalypfe ;  but  at  prefent  not 
fo  much  as  the  ruins  of  it  are  any- where  to  be  feen,  that 
prophetical  threat  being  fully  accomplifiied ;  I  know  thy 
toorksy  that  thou  art  neither  cold  nor  hot  —  hecaufe'  thou  art 
lukewarm^^l  toillfpue  thee  out  of  my  mouth "  (K). 

i»  Strab.  ibid.  ^  Id.  ibid.  '  Ibid.  »  Rev. 

iii.  15,  16. 

(K)  Ferrari  in  his  didio*  names,  have  taken  the  village 

nary  tells  us,   that  Laodicea  is  Laotik  nezr  jhgoura  for  Laodi- 

Hill  called  LaHdicbia^  and  by  cea.      At  EJkihiJar^  as  it  is 

the  Turks  No<ue  Lefche  ;  that  it  now  called,  there  are  ilill  to  be 

is  one  of  tlie  archbilhopricks  of  feen    four  theatres  of  white 

AJia  Minor,  &c.     But   he  is  marble,    as  intire  as  if  they  ^ 

either  mifbtken,  or  the  town  had  been  but  lately  built ;  near 

was  not  quite  demoUfhed  in  his  one  of  ^  them  is  an  infcription 

time  :  it  at  prefent  lies  in  ruins,  in  honour  of  the  emperor  7'/V«/, 

and  is  only  the  habitation  of  which  the  reader  will  find  ii^  , 

wild  beafts.    Several  travellers.  Spends  account  of    the  feifem 
nufled   by  the   fimilitude  of     hurcbes  (34). 

^      (34)  ^t^'f  ^  "J* 
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HiERAPOLis,  famous  for  its  mineral  waters^  whicli, 
according  to  Strato's  account  S  when  expofed  to  the  air^ 
petrified  in  the  fpace  of  a  year,  and  yet  were  endued 
with  fuch  a  virtue)  as  to  render  the  fields  they  watered 
exceeding  fruitful^  and  prove  a  prefent  remedy  apinft  in- 
numerable diftempers  to  fuch  as  ufed  them  ^  Near  this 
city  was  to  be  feen  an  opening  on  the  edge  of  an  hj\\  of 
an  extraordinary  depth,  always  overfpread  with  a  thick 
fog,  and  exhaling  fuch  a  peftilent  fteam,  that  no  living 
creature  could  come  within  the  reach  of  it  without  being 
immediately  ftiflcd.  Strabo  and  PUrty  "^  except  the  Galli 
or  eunuchs  of  CybeU ;  Ammianus^  and  Dio  Nicaus^  afi 
eunuchs  *(L). 

GoRDiuM,  the  feat  of  Gordins^  king  of  Phrygian,  and 
famous  for  the  Gordian  knot,  which  we  Ihall  have  occa- 
fion  to  mention  hereafter.  This  town  was  fituated  on 
the  Twrders  of  Phrvgia  towards  Catpadocia^  and  not  be- 
tween the  two  Phrygiasy  where  jujUn  places  it  y.  Not 
long  after  the  death  of  G$rdius  it  was  reduced  to  a  poor 
beggarly  village,  as  Strabc  calls  it  1  and  continued  in  this 
de^icable  condition  till  the  triumvirate  of  Juguflus^  when 
it  was  again  made  a  city,  and  called  Juliopolis^  by  one 
Cleo^  a  famous  robber,  native  of  that  place  (M). 

CoLOS3£, 

\  Strab.  1.  xiii.  fabfin.  »  Ibid,  nbi  (bpra.     Vi* 

Tnuvius,  1.  viii,  c.  g.     Ulpianus,  lege  prima,  fcft.    13, 

.  ^  Lib.  iv.  *  Ammian.  lib.  xxxvii.  c.  6.    DioKicje« 

in  vita  Ti'ajan.  p.  252.  ed.  H.  Steph.  1592.  7  Lib. 

xi.  c.  7.  s 

(L)  Strah,  an  eye-witnefs  Jfiuleiuf,    and   many   otliers 

(35)>  fays,that  in  his  time  this  (36).    The  city  ofHierapoIis 

fhtvntMm  or  opening  was  ia-  is  now  called  Samhoakkah  \ 

clofed  with  balafiers,  taking  Up  vxA  fome  footifeps  of  what 

half  an  acre  of  ground  in  com-  it  once  was,  are  to  be  feen  in 

pafs ;  that  the  f^ftilent  fleam  the  many  heaps  of  ruins,  and 

kept  witkin  that  indofure^  fb  fine  pillars,  in  die  fields  where 

that  one  might  approach  the  it  flood ;  infomuch  that  Dr. 

balofler  without  the  leaft  dan-  Smthy  afler  viewing   them, 

ger;  but  whoever  advanced  one  ctrald  not  help  thinking  this 

iiep  further  was  immediately  dty  to  haVe  oeen  inferior  to 

ftffied.    What  ^trah^  afHrms,  none, 
is  vottched  by  Ammianus^  Dh        (M)  This  C/f 9»  haviqg,  with 

hicauft    both  eye-witnefies,  a  band  of  robbers^  poflbfiied 

iy:)  Strab*  /.  xm.Jubfin,         ^  ((6)  Uhifufra,  (^  Jpubm  de  mundo, 

*  him- 
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Cqi^ossb^  now  Chomsyon  the  fouth  ii4e  of  the  .Mr- 
€mder^  to  the  people  whereof  St.  Paul  wrote  that  epiftle^ 
-whieh  i$  part  of  our  canon. 

Sip  Y^y^  tHe  refidence  of  king  Tantalus^  and  therefore 
called  ^Ifo  Taniolis.  Some  place  this  city  in  Maonia, 
fappo{ing  T^niaius  to  have  reigned  there;  It  is  obfervable, 
that  four  cities,  viz.  Sipylus^  Arch^eopolisy  Colpe,  and  Le- 
badd^  iKrere  fucceffively.  built  on  the  fame  fpot,  and  de- 
ftroyed  by  earthquakes. 

SynnadAv  Synada^  or  Synnadg^  noted  for  iu  marble 
qoarriea.  This  city  was,  by  C^nfianiine  the  Qreaty  de- 
clared th^  inetropoiis  of  P^rj'l'/^  otf/K/i?m,  after  his  divi- 
iion  of  Pbrygia  into  Pacatiana  and  Salutaris  took  place 
(N).  Befides  thefe,  and  feveral  other  cities  of  lefs  note 
mentioqed  by  the  aatients,  there  were  in  later  times  fome 
of  no  fmall  account;  fucb  as  Saq^a^  the  habitation  of 
Etroguly  father  of  Ottoman  the  firft  king  of  the  Turks  i 
Chara-Chijary  by  the  Greiis  called  MelampyrguSy  or  the 
Blaci  tower  J  CilUxugay  Einegioi^  &c.  taken  by  the  faid 

Ottoman 


439 


himfiilf  of  a  ftrong-hold  on 
mount  O/jmpusy  called  Coify- 
dium,  by  difierent  excurfioos 
from  thence  prevented  the  of- 
ficers  of  LaiiiHus  prefed  of 
^/^fia  from  gathering  the  annual 
tribates  ^  on  w)iicA  confider^- 
ti^  he  was,  by   Marc  Anto- 
nyt  reward  with  large  ter- 
ritories.    But,  in  the  Jffiac 
war,  revolting  from  Antony^  he 
fided  with  Augufius,  who.added 
great  part  of  Morea  to  what 
Antony  had  befiowed  on  him^ 
treated  him  prieft  otjupittr 
Acrettenm  worftuped  by  the 
Myfians^    and    high-prieft   of 
BelUnay  adored  in   Commana 
of  PontuSf  a  dignity  qo-w^ys 
inferior  to  that  of  king  (37). 

( N )    In  the  fifth  genera! 
council  held  at  Con/fantiuop/i, 


8e*verus  fubfcribes  as  bifhop  of 
Synnada  the  metropolis  ofPi^j^- 
gia  Suhaaris  (3S);  and  yet 
Socrates  in  his  ecclefiaflical  hi- 
flory  ( 39),  and//iV//i^r«f  blind- 
ly fpUowing  him,  place  this 
city  V^  PbrfgiaPacatia^a  (\o\. 
And  here  we  may  obferve,  by 
the  ^ray,  that  in  the  fourth 
general  council,  held  at  Chal- 
cedony Ahtrcius  fubfcribes  as 
bifhop  of  Hierqpolis  in  Phrygia 
Salutaris  (41)  ;  which  fome 
l^ave  looked  upon  as  a  miHake 
crept  into  the  adls  of  that 
council,  not  refledling,  that,  be- 
fides  the  more  known  city  of 
HierapolinnPhrygiaPafatianay 
there  was  another  pf  lefs  note 
in  Phrygia  Salutaris:  They  are 
both  mentioned  by  Plmy  (42), 
and  the  one  faid  to  hp  under 


(37)  Sfrai,  I,  xU.  p.  391.  (38)  CnaL  t.  ctJIat,  8. 

^         vii.  c.  5.  (40)  Ificeffhor.  Calhft,  bffi,  Ajfiv.  f.  ix. 


C'.gUed,  aii,  xvi« 


(42)  X»i^.?,  r,z9,  ^'30. 
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Ottoman  from  the  Cbriltian  princes,  at  the  firft  rife  of  the 
Ottoman  empire. 

The  rivers  of  this  country,  which  we  (hall  take  notice 
of,  arc,  the  Maander^  now  Madre  and  Minirt^  a  river  - 
fo  celebrated  by  the  antients  for  its  windings  and  turnings, 
that  all  obliquities  are  from  thence  called  Meanders.  Ic 
rifes  on  the  hill  Calena^  the  (ame  as  Aulocrene  mentioned 
by  Flinj  ^,  at  the  foot  of  which  flood  antiently  a  famous 
city  of  the  fame  name.  Pliny  *  and  Siroho  ^  derive  it 
from  a  lake  on  the  top  of  the  faid  hill.  It  pafles  through 
Phrygian  divides  Carta  from  Lydia,  and  after  600  wind- 
ings <:,  by  which  it  feems  to  flow  back  to  its  fountain- 
head,  empties  itfelf  into  the  jfrcbipelago,  between  Prient 
and  AftUtus  (O).  ^ 

The  river  Marfyas^  fo  named  from  Marfyasy  a  cele- 
brated mufician,  who,  challenging  i^^/fe,  was  by  htm 
overcome,  and  flayed  for  his  prefumption.  Moft  of  the 
antients  tell  us,  that  this  river  hath  its  fpring  near  that  of 
'the  Macnder ;  but  Maximus  Tyrius  *•,  who  was  upon  the 
fpot,  derives  them  both  from  the  fame  fourcc  ;  and  fo 
does  Strabo  ^.  It  rufhes  down  from  a  confiderable  height 
between  rugged  rocks  and  precipices  with  great  noife,  on 
which  account  it  was  called  by  HerodHus  f  Catara£ia. 
It  has  not  only  the  fame  fpring  with  the  MaandiVy  but 

*  Lib.  xxxviii.  •  Ubi  fupra.  *»  Strab. 

l.xii.  p.  866.  ^  Dio  Prus-kus,  1.  i.  ^  Serm. 

xxxviii.  *  Lib.  xii.  Ubi  fapra.    '        ^  Lob.  vU.  c.  26. 

the   jarifdidion.of  La$diceay  ander,  or  the  tlackMdandiri 

the  other  under  that  of  Perga-  and  the  Mdander  itklfBojouc- 

mus.  Mindrty  the  great  Meander, 

(O)  The  Cayfter^  now  Mitt-  Some  *  have  obferved,  that  it 

derfcare^  bears  f  ch  a  refem-  forms  in  its  courfe  the  folio w- 

blance  to  the  M/eander^  that  ing  Greik  charafiers  f ,  (T,  r,  e, 

many  of  our  modem  travellers,  s.  Some  pretend  that  Dddalus 

and  among  them  the  incom-  formed  his  labyrinth  on  this 

^tMc  Pietro  delta  FalU^  du  plan.     ^^/r«  (43)  calls  it /0^- 

Leir^  and  Monconu,  have  mif-  tarim   omnium  exercitath  ^ 

taken  the  one  for  the  other  tudus ;  but  0*vid*s  defcription 

(42).   The  Turh  call  the  Cay-  of  it  (44.)  is,  in  our  opinion, 

/er  Coutcbouk'tnindre  and  Min-  an  inimitable  piece,  and  hr  iptt- 

derfcare^  that  is,  the  little  Ma-  ferable  to  any  other. 

^42)  Span,  mage  d*  Italie,  &c,  torn*  i.  p,  244.  (43)  Eplfi.  a. 

(44)  Mttamrfb,  /.  viii,  v.  162. 
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flows  in  the  fame  chanel  through  the  town  of  Celana^ 
ftanding  at  the  foot  of  the  river  on  which  it  rifes.     In 
leaving  the  town  the  main  dream  divides  itfelf  into  two 
branches,  and  forms  thcfe  two  rivers,  the  one  the  moft 
uvinding  river  in  the  world,  the  other  without  fo  much 
as  one  turning  during  its  whofe  courfe,  and  therefore  flow- 
ing with  an  incredible  rapidity,     ^ezr  Jpamea^  that  is, 
after  a  courfe  of  ten  miles  only,  the  Marfyas  is  again  re- 
ceived within  tlie  binks  of  the  Maander^  which  it  left 
at  C^lana ;  fo  that  in  reality  tbefe  two  rivers  are  but 
two  branches  of  the   feme  original  ftream.     ^.  Curiius 
gives  us  a  noble  defcription  of  it  g,  and  addis,  that,  while . 
it  flows  within  the  walls  of  Celanay  it  is  named  Marfyas^ 
v^hich  name,  on  its  leaving  that  city,  it  changes  for  that 
of  Lycus ;    but,  with  this  author's  leave,    Marfyas  and 
Lycm  are  quite  diflFcrent  rivers :  the  Lycut  fprings  from 
mount  Olympus^   and  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Maander^ 
not  far  from  Laodtcea^  which  was  therefore  called  LaodU 
cea  on  the  Lycm  :  this  is  a  quite  diflFerent  coufe  frqm  that 
of  the*  Afarfyasy    which  we    have    already    defcribed  * 

OANGARIUS, 


44^ 


s  Lib.  ill. 
xxxviii.  p.  582. 


*  Vide  S ALMAS.  PJinianae  exercitat.  cap. 


(P)  The  poets  feign,  that 
Marfyas  having  challenged 
Afolloy  who  flayed  him  for  his 
pride  and  arrogance,  his  death 
was  fo  bemoaned  by  thenymphs 
and  iatyrs,  that  £rom  their 
tears  fprung  a  river  called,  af- 
ter hini,M}i^tf/.  T\i\iMarfyas 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  fon  of 
Olympus^  and  one  of  the  moil 
iogenioos  men  of  his  age.  He 
was  the  inventor  of  the  pipe 
called  fyrinx^  and  the  fird  that 
brought  in  the  ptaying  on  two 
pipes  at  a  time.  He  was  bom, 
put  to  death,  and  buried,  near 
the  fpring  of  the  river  that 
bears  his  name.     Pliny  (45} 


gravely  writes,  that  in  his  time 
was  ftill  to  be  feen  the  plane- 
tree,  on  which  this  unhappy 
muiicianended  his  days.  Others 
fay,  with  the  fame  appearance  - 
of  truth,  that  it  was/a  pine- 
tree.    Maximus  Tyrius  (40)  in- 
forms us,  that  the  rivers  iW>- 
ander  and  Marfyas  were  both 
worfhi^ed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
CiUns,  ;    and  adds,   that  the 
vidims  and  offerings,  though 
thrown    into     the    common  • 
ftream,  never  feiled  being  car-  - 
ried  by  the  waters,  at   their  ' 
parting,  into  the  chanel  of  that 
river  for  which  the  pious  vota- 
ries had  defigned  them.     The 


(45)  Lib,  V.  f.  19» 


(46)  Sermone  txvim. 
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4iz  ^T^Iiyf^^  th  ^)xy0m^         3.1; 

Sangarius,  SangariSi  or  Sangwusy  is  iiijabercd  by 
Pliny  amoug  the  rivers  of  note  * ,  it  fprings  from  the  hill 
DinJymuSj  vtzfhcs  Pbrygia  and  Bithjfniay  4iMi  empties 
itfelf  into  the  Black  Sea.  Phryjf^  which  divides  Pbrygia 
from  Carioy  and  difembogues  itfelf  intp  ihtHermus^ 
now  Sarabat.  Hermusy  much  celebrated  hy  the  poets  for 
its  gold  fands,  takes  its  rife  near  Porylaum^  and  falls  into 
the  Archipelago  near  Smyrnay  MyfiaSy  OrgUy  Obrimay 
&c. 


SECT.    m. 

Of  the  antiquity  J  governmen^y  religioHy  cufioms^  arts 
Uarningy  &c.  of  the  antient  Phrygian. 

fheir  tf»-'T  H  E  Phrygians  deemed  thcmfdvw  the  moft  aopeot 
tifmfy.  -i"  people  ot  the  world ;  which  opifiion  feems  tp  have 
prevailed  even  among  the  Egyptians^  at  leaift  in  the  time 
of  Pfammitichusj  who,  in  point  of  antiquity,  looked  upon 
all  otber^  nations  with  an  eye  of  contempt*  -  For  we  are 
told  ^f  that,  after  the  experiment,  which  we  have  mcn^- 
tioned  elfewhere ',  thofe  great  boafters  of  antiquity  ac- 
knowleged  the  Phrygians  to  be  more  antient,  challenging 
only  the  fecond  rank  to  themfelve$.  And  hence  it  is  th^t 
Jpuleius  "  diftinguifhcs  them  with  the  epithet  9$  fi^JI' 
born. 

As  to  their  origin,  fome  fuppofip  tti^m  d^fc^njid  ftom 
Togarmabj  one  of  Gomer^^  fonsi  ^d  of  this  pp^nipn  ve 
Jofephus  and  St.  Hierom  ",  who  add?»  |hat  they  were 
Known  to  the  Hebrews  under  the  name  of  Tigr^trnmams* 
Herodotus  o,  Strabo  p,  Pliny  %  and  Eujtathius  ',  led  by 


Origh 


'  Plim.  hiil.nat.  ^  Diod.  Sic.  1.  i.  p.  9. 

^*  P-  B45>  i^  ^be  notes.  ^  De  afino  aur.  I.  xi. 

sBPu.  ant.-  L  i.  c.  7.    Hieron.  in  qu^.  Hebraicii. 
vii.  c  73.        P  Lib.  vii.  x.  xii.         5  Lib.  v.  c.  jj. 

STATH.  inHoMEH.  &  DiONYS. 


'  Vol. 
"  Jo- 
^Lib. 
'Eu- 


river  Ipeusf  which  ^  Curtitft, 
and  with  him  Mr.  Spo9,  mif- 
take  for  the  Marfyas  (47), 
r^ns  a  lem  aules  underground* 
but  appears  again  before  it  lofes 
\xiAi  in  theMdMMder;  whicJi 
Ovid  feems  to  have  been  igno- 


raat  of»  when  be  (aid  (48)# 

^V,  ubi  tirreno  Lycus  eft  epe- 

tus  Hatu, 
E^iftie  frocul  hinc,     mUo^ 

rtuufpitur  ore. 


(47)  ^^|:< ^  Italic ,  6ff.  tm.'u  /.  iii. 


(48)  Uttewrpb,  U  St. 

the 
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CXX;  ^Tbe  Hilary  aftbi?hrygms.  ^1 

the  fimilitude  of  names^  a  deceitful  guide,  derive  them 

froaS  ^kc  Brygians^  a  people  of  Macedonia^  who,  paffing 

inta   jijia  Minor ^   were,  with  a  fmall  alteration,  called 

Phrygt^nty  and  the  country,  which  they  fettled  in,  named 

Phrygia.     We  are  not  unwilling  to  alloW,  that,  as  the 

Phrygians  znd  Brygians  bore  antiently  the  fame  name,  fo 

th«y  were  originally  one  and  the  fame  people  ;  but  how 

it  <uan  be  deduced  from  thence,  that  the  Brygians  pafled 

out  pf  Europe  into  JJia^  rather  than  the  Phrygians  out  of 

.  .jf/ia  into  Europe^  is  what  we  do  not  comprehend.     All 

that  can  be  concluded  from  this  fimilitude,   or,   if  you 

pleafe,  identity  of  names,  is,  that  they  were  both  derived 

from  the  fame  origin  ;  but^  in  order  to  prove,  that  the    - 

Phrygians  were  a  colony  of  the  Brygians^  rather  thaa 

the  Brygians  'a  colony  from  Pbrygia^  recourfe  muft  be 

had  to  fame  other  argument.     All  we  can  fay  is,  that, 

if  the  Phrygians  had   been  defcended  from  the  Macedo^ 

niansj.  it  is  not  likely  they  would  have  piqued  themfelves    * 

fo  much  on  their  antiquity ;  at  leaft  other  nations,  namely 

th^  Egyptians y  would  not  fo  readily  have  yielded  to  them 

the  priority.     Bochart «  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Phrygians 

'were  the  offspring  of  Gom^r-y  the  eldeft  fon  of  Japhet^ 

the  word  Phrygia  being,  as  we  have  obferved  elfewhere^ 

tbeGrfii  tranflaUon  of  his  name.   Jofephus  mikts  Gomer 

the  father  of  the  Galatians;  but  he,   by  the  Galatians^ 

muft  neceflarily  mean  the  Phrygians  inhabiting  that  part 

of  Phrygia^  which  the  Galatians  had  made  themfelves 

mafters  of^  the  defcendents  of  Gomer  being  placed  by 

Ezekiel  *  northward  of  Judaa^  near  Togarmab  (which 

Bochart  takes  to  be  Cappadocia)^  long  before  the  Gauls 

pafied  over  into  Jfia.    Moft  of  the  modern  writers  will 

have  the  Cimmirii  to  be  the  offspring  of  Gomer ^  under- 

ftanding  their  country  by  the  country  of  Gomer  mentioned 

in  the  ocripturi?.    The  Chaldeii  paraphrafts  place  Gomer  in 

Afric  \  wherein  they  muft  certainly  be  miftaken,  fmce  it 

is  plain  from  Ezekiel ",  that  his  country  lay  northward  of 

Judaa,     We  are  therefore  willing  to  let  Gomer  enjoy  the 

fine  country  which  Bochart   is  pleafed  to  give  him,  and 

altowhim  the  honour  of  being  the  progenitor  of  the  Phry^ 

giansj  fince  we  have  nobody  elfe  to  beftow  it  on. 

The  antient  Phrygians  ajre  defgribed  as  a  fuperftitious^f^^/r^An- 
voluptuous,  and  effeminate  race,  without  any  prudence  m^er, 
or  forecaft,  and  of  fuch  a  fcrvile  temper,  that  nothing 
but  ftripes  and  iQ  uiagc  could  make  thi&m  comply  with 

•  Phaleg,  1.  iii.  €•  8.         J  Ezck.xlviii.  6.        «Ubifup. 

their 
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their  duty ;  whicbgave  rife  to  feveral  trite  and  ^irell-known 
proverbs  (Q.).     They  arc  faid  to  have  been    the  firft  in- 
ventors of  divination 'by  the  finging,  flying,    and  feedbg 
of  birds.     Their  mufic,   commonly  called    the  Pbrygim 
moody  is  alleged  by  fome  as  an  argumenrof  their  efltemi- 
nacy, 
fhtirg^-       Concerning  their  government  thus  much    may  be 
^immemt.  (M^  that  it  was  monarchical ;  and  that  all  Phrygia  was, 
during  the  reigns  of  fome  kings,  fubjeA  to   one    prince. 
Ninnacusy  Midas^  Manis^  GordiuSy  and  his   defcendents, 
were  certainly  lords  of  all  Phrygia.     But  fome   time  be- 
fore the  Trojan  w^r  we  find  this  country  divided  into  fc 
vcral  petty  kingdoms,  and  read  of  divers  princes   reigning 
at  the  fame  time.     Jpollodorus  ^  mentions  a  king  of  Pbrj- 
gia  cotcmporary  with  Ilus  king  of  Troy,     Cedrenus  ^  and 
others  fpeak  of  one  Teuthrans^  king  of  a  fmall    counOj 
in  Phry^'tOy  whofe  territories  were  ravaged  by  Ajax^  him- 
felF  flain  in  a  fingle  combat,  his  royal  feat  laid    ivi  afhes^ 
and  his  daughter,  by  name  Tecmeffiiy  carried   away  cap- 
tive by  the  conqueror.     Honur  y  makes  mention  of  Phor- 
cys  and  Jfcaniusj  both  princes,  and  leaders  of   the  Phry- 
gian auxiliaries,  that  came  to  the  relief  of  Troy.      Tan- 
talus  was  king  of  Sipylus  only,  and  its  diftrift,   a  prince 
no  lefs  famous  for  his  great  wealth,   than  infamous   for 
his  covetbufnefs,.and  other  deteftablc  vices.     That  Phry- 
gia  was  fubdued  either   by  Ninus^  as  Diodorus  Siculus 
informs  us,  or  by  the  Jma%onSy  as  ^we  read  in  Suidas^^ 
IS  not  f^fficiently  warranted.     Moft  authors,  that  fpeak 
of  Gordius,  tell  us,  that  the  Phrygians ^  having  fent  to 
confult  an  oracle,    in  order  to  know  how  they  might 
put  an  end  to  the  inteftine  broils,  which  rent  their  coun- 
try into  many  faftions  and  parties,  received  for  anfwer, 

^  Lib.  ill.  *  Cedrenus,  p.  104.     Sophocl.  in 

Ajace.    Calaber,  Mil.  ^^  Homer.  Iliad.  ^.         ^Suid. 

▼it.  *Op^i«f . 

*        (Q^)    P^ges  fero  fapiunty  miific  too  was  fuited  to  their 

thryx  njtrhtratus  meUor^Pbryx  effeminate  temper.   The  DorU 

non  minus  quam  Sfintharus^  &c.  mood  was  a  kind  of  grave  and 

which  proverbs  intimate  their  folid  muiic;  the  Ijr^/aff ,  a  dole* 

fervile  temper ;  and  fliew,  that  fill  and  lamentable  harmony  ; 

they  were  more  fit  to  bewail  but  the  Phrygian  chiefly  caica- 

miifbrtunes   in    an    unmanly  lated  to  effeminate  and  ener* 

manner,  than  to  prevent  them  vate  the  mind.  But  this  u  con- 

*^v  proper  meafures.     Their  tradid^  by  others. 

That 
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That  the  moft  efFe£lual  means  to  deliver  themfelve^  and 
their  country  from  the  calamities  they  groaned  under,  , 
was  to  commit  the  government  to  a  king,  which  they 
did  accordingly,  placing  Gordius  on  the  throne.  Whence 
we  may  conclude,  that  fomc  time  before  his  acceilion  to 
the  crown,  an  ariftocratical  or  dembcratical  form  of  go- 
vernment had  been  introduced. 

As  to  their  trade,  all  we  can  fay  is,  that  Jpamea  Vfz%<J'beir 
the  chief  emporium  of  all  Jfta  Minor.     Thither  reforted  trade^ 
merchants  and  traders  from  all  parts  oi  Greece^  Italy ^  and  /^w/, 
the  neighbouring  iflands.     Befides,  we  know  from  Syncel-  fearmng.^ 
7«j,  that  the  Phrygians  were  for  fome  time  mafters  of  the 
fea  (he  fays  25  years),  and  none  but  trading  nations  ever 
prevailed   on  that  element.      The  country  was  flocked 
with  many  choice  and  ufeful  commodities,  and  well  able 
to  afford  confid^rable  exports.     They  had  a  fafe  cpaft, 
convenient  harbours,  and  whatever  may  incline  us  to  think 
that  they  carried  on  a  confiderable  trade.     But,  as  moft  of 
the  Phrygian  records  arc  loft,  we  will  not  dwell  on  con- 
Jeftures  fo  hard  tobe  afcertained. 

We  have  no  fetform  of  their  laws ;  and  as  to  their 
learning,  fince  we  are  told,  that,  for  fome  time,  they 
enjoyed  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea,  we  may,  at  leaft,  al- 
low them  a  competent  ikill  in-  geography,  geometry,  and 
aftronomy  i  and  add  to  tbefe,  from  what  we  have  faid 
above,  a  more  than  ordinary  knowlege  of  mufic. 

Some  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the  Phrygidn  lan-^^^,>  /^^ 
guage  bore  a  great  reiemblance  to  the  Gretk  5  but  the  guage. 
■contrary  is  manifeft  from  the  few  Phrygian  words  which 
have  been  tranfmitted  \  to  us,  and  carefully  colle£ted  by 
Bochart  *  and  Rudbeckius  **.     To  thefe  we  may  add  the 
authority  of  Straho  *^,    who,   after  attempting  to  derive 
the  name  of  a  Phrygian  city  from  the  Greeks  concludes, 
that  it  is  a  difEcUlc  matter   to   difcover  any  fimilitudc 
between  the  barbarous  words  of  the  Phrygian  language 
and  the  Greek.    The  Phrygian  tongue,  after  the''  expe- 
riment  made  by  Pfantmetichus   king  of  Egypty    as  we 
have  mentioned  clfewhcre'**,   was  looked   upon  by 'the 
Egyptians  as  the   moft  antient   laiiguage  of   the  world. 
But  other  nations,  namely  the  Scythians,  refufed  to  fub- 
mit  to  their  opinion,  as  founded  on  an  argument  of  no 
real  weight.     As  the  two  children,  fay  they,  had  never 
heard  the  voice  of  any  human  creature,  the  word  Becj 

•  Bochart,  quxft.  ntrum  ^ncas  unqaam  fuerit  in  Italia  ? 
»»  RuDBBC.io  Atlant.  torn.  i.  p.  j6.  '  Strab.  lib.  xii. 

*  Vol.  i.  p.  345,  in  the  notes . 
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or  Btihsy  the  firft  they  uttered,  was  only  an  imitatia 
of  the  goats  that  had  fiicklcd  thein»  and  happened  toh 
a  Phrygian  word  fignifying  hreadr{K).  A  late  writer^, 
after  oWcrving  that  liamer  in  fcveral  paffages  diftinguifte 
the  language  of  the  gods  from  that  of  men,  endeavours  to 
(hew,  that  the  poet>  hj  the  langua^  of  the  gods,  mean: 
the  Greeky  and  by  that  of  men  the  Phrygian  (S). 

As  to  the  rehgion  of  the  anticnt  Fhrygiansy  we  hive 
already  obfenred,  that  they  were  greatly  addi^ed  to  fa- 
perdition.     They  had  many  idols  ;  but  the  goddefs  Cyhii 
f^  ..    fcems  to  have  been  their  principal  deity.     She  was  czM 
^^^^'v  ^^^/^^  Btricy^ithia^  Dindymene^  from  Cyhelus^  Berecynthi, 
^'        Dindymennsy  all  hiDs  of  Phtygia^  and  Idaa  from  mom 


ftitrrt- 
^/igim, 

Cybele 


Lakemachbrus,  obfer.  plulol. 


(R)  Goropius  Secanus  makes 
ttfe  of  the  fame  argument  to 
prove,  that  the  High  Dutch  is 
rile  origioal  or  mother-tongue 
of  the  world,  becaufe  the  word 
heekir  in  that  language  fignifies 
m  bmker, 

(S)  G^h9fnim  Lmkmachf 
rati)  ia  order  to  prove  tfais» 
choofes    the  two    fbiiowing 
.  verfcs  (49)  I    ^ 

*  A^7«t^  «p  *lipmT9iopi^%ya4 

TTOTAfJLOf    ^UffinK, 

Where  Homer  tell  us,  that  the 
river  here  mentioned  is  by  the 
gods  named  Xanthus^  and  by 
men  Scamandir.  He  ihei^s, 
that,  as  Xanth$i  it  a  Greik 
word  fignifying  yilkw,  the 
tbove-mentioned  river  bad  very 
probably  its  natane  from  ^ 
Greeks,  who  gave  the  fam» 
same,  as  Sirmh9  (50)  witnefiks, 
to  ttiotker  river  in  Lycim^  on 
aoeoant  of  its  yelkw  iimAt. 
Ftooi  hence  lie  infeis,  that  H§^ 
fr»  by  the  kngoage  of  the 
ds»  caa  aeaa  no  other  than 
GreiA.     As  to  the  word 

(49)  XarW.3at.«<r.73. 


Stamander,  he  diinks  that  tb 
name  was  communicated  to  tk 
riv^    from  one  Scamandritt 
fon  of  HeSlWy  and  king  of  tk 
Phrygians^    whofe    territorlei 
were  watered  by    this  nva, 
it  bang   a  common    cufkoo 
ametog  the  aatienSis  to  aHl  the 
rivets  after  the  naine*  of  tbt 
princes  throng  wh«fe  coiij»- 
tries  they  had  tkdi  Oo\ur€e.  Now 
as  S^smumdrims,  iayshe,  was  a 
^htygimn,  his  same  was  an- 
doubtedly  taken  from  thatiofl- 
gtiage^  from  whenoe  he  •con- 
dudes,  that  the  name  of  the 
river  Scamander  is  origioaUj 
Phrygian  ;  and  that  Homer,  \fj 
the  language  of  inen,  iticans 
the  Phrygian.      This  author 
concludes  the  fame 'of  all  otiha 
paffiiges  in  Homer,  where  fock 
a  difiindion  is  made ;  the  mo^ 
beeaufe  t#o  other  words  ^ttrf* 
bated  by  Homer  to  aoen,  nn%* 
BmNia  and  Kmnindis,  turc  witk- 
oat donbt  Phrygian;  thf  •>?« 
being  the  aame  of  an  hill  ia 
Phrygia,  and  the  other  of  a 
bird  moftly  fre^iientiog  moimt 
Ida  in  froas. 


($6)  L/>.iiv.^66s, 
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.J i  Ida  in  Twj,  becauib  on  thcfe  hills  ihe  was  wor(hiped  in  a 
\gg^  particubf  manner  (T).  She,  was  alfo  named  Cuhehe,  be- 
Ij,  caufe  her  priefts,  when  feized  with  their  framic  fits,  uftd 
^2  to  throw  themfelves  on  theii*  heads,  that  name  being  de- 
gjL  rived  from  a  Phaenickn  verb  of  that  import-  Jrmbius  8 
^  gives  us  the  ToUowiBg  aiccount  of  Cybele  from  the  naytbo-  Account  iff 
f  logy  of  the  gentUes  :  There  was  a  vaft  rock  on  the  bor-^^r  /ram 
'  dcrs  oi  Phrygik^  caUed  in  the  language  of  that  country  ^^^  Greek 
S.  Agdusj  from  whence  Deucslufn  md  Fyrrbay  by  the  di-»y'^^''%r« 
re£lion  of  Themis^  took  the  ftoncs^  which  they  made  ufe 
of  to  repair  mankind  after  the  deluge.  From  one  of 
thefe  fprung  Cyhele^  the  great  mother  of  the  gods'  The 
fame  rock  conceived  hy  Jupiter j  and  brought  forth  Ac- 
dejiisj  who  is  faid  to  have  been  an  hentiaphrodite,  of  in- 
vincible ftrength,  of  a  moft  cruel  and  imraftable  temper ; 
and,  above  all,  a  moft  outrageous  enemy  of  the  gods, 
who  were  in  no  fmall  fear  of  him^  till  Batchus,  by  a  cun- 
bil  ning  contrivance,  found  means  to  deprive  him  of  his 
att  manhood,  and  thereby  rendered  hrm  fomewhat  more 
nt  traflable*  Prom  the  blood  he  ihcd  on  this  occafion  fprung 
^'  up  a  pomgranate-tree  loaded  with  fruit  in  full  perfection 
^  and  maturity,  which  jY^iwr,  daughter  to  king  Semgarius^ 
^j  being  wonderfully  taken  with,  gathered  one ;  and,  as  it 
J  was  ©f  a  moft  beautiful  appear&ncfe,  put  it  in  her  bofom. 
J'  This  coft  her  doar  ^  for  foon  after,  proving  with  child, 
^  notwithftanding  all  her  ^roteftations  of  innocence^  (he  w^s 
^^  \yy  her  father  ihut  up,  and  condemned  to  ftarve.  But^ 
^  being  maintained  alive  With  fruit  convqred  to  her  by  Cy- 
^,  hele^  flie  was  m  due  time  delivf^ed  of  a  fon,  who,  being 
^  expofed  by  his  grandfiither*s  order,  was  privatMy  taken 
jjj  up  by  one  Pborbus^  and  nutfed  with  goats  milk  j  whence 
i      he  was  called  Jttisj  the  word  Attagos  in  the  Phrygian 

? 

(^1  c  AuMOBitrseontrfrgentesy  lib.  viii. 

J  (T)P*//»^^towwdfopi-  dcrbeu  the  name  of  the  biB 

^  fiion,  that  the  bHl  Dirtdpntne  Dhtdyihus ;  the  more,  becaufb 

''  m^  IbcaUed,  becaufe  it  had  theinventionof  cymbals  is  ge- 

^  J'/J^c^i^^ni^.twotSDps;  but  newdly  aferibed  to  the /*%- 

^  Strabo  fays  in  exprefs  terms,  gitms,  and  in  particular  to  this 

^  that  it  Ims  but  one.     Bochart  goddcfs  (52),    whofc  feftival 

^  '{  ;  I )  thinks,  that  a  cymbal  was  was  en  that  account  folemnized 

*  in  the  Phrygian  language  called  on  mount  Dindyma  with  great 

'  dindum,  as  it  is  in  the  Syrian  noife  of  cymbals,  drums,  trum- 

Kinxum ;  and  ftojix  theHcc  he  pets,  and  other  inftruments. 

(  5')  Bocbartr  de  fuitft*  utrum  Mnuiifturit  unouem  injfa/ia,    (51)  Ditd, 
Sicui^  liSt  ill. 

3  dialea 
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dialed  Cgnifying  a  goat.     As  he  grew  up  he  proved  a 
moft  beautiful  youth,  and  was,  on  that  fcore,  greatly  fa- 
voured both  by  Cybele  and  Acdeftis  ;  nay,  Miias  king  of 
Phrygia  then,  refiding  at  Pejftnusy  was  fo  taken  with  him, 
that  he  defigned  to  beftow  on  him  his  only  daughter,  by 
name  la.    The  day   appointed   for   the  nuptials   being 
come,  MidaSy  to  prevent  any  difturbance  that  other  fuit- 
ors  might  create,  caufed  the  gates  of  the  city  to  be  fhut 
and  well  guarded.     But  no  gates  or  guards  could  keep 
out  the  great  mother  of  the  gods,  who,  being  ftung  with 
jcaloufly,  prefented  hcrfelf  at  the  gate  of  the  royal  pa- 
lace, with  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  all  their  turrets,  on 
•     her  bead  ;  whence  (he  was  ever  afterwards  pidurcd  with 
a  crown  of  towers  on  her  head.     At  the  fame  time  came 
Acdejiisy^  who,  infpirinff  with  an  enthufiaftlc  phren/y  sdl 
who  affified  at  the  fatal  nuptials,  changed  the  genial  ban- 
quet into  a  fcene  of  horror  and  confufion.     The  unhappy 
bridegroom,  in  the  height  of  his  fury,  emafculating  hun- 
felf  under  a  pine-tree.  Toon  after  died  of  the  wound  j  the 
bride,  laying  violent  hands  on  herfelf,  accompanied  her 
fpoufe  to  the  fliades.     Acdejlis  and  Cybele^  drenched  in 
tears,    long  bewailed  the  untimely  and  cruel  death  of 
their  beloved  Jttis ;  and  yupiter  having,  at  their  joint 
intreaties,  exempted  his  body  from  corruption,  a  magni- 
ficent temple  was  ercfted  to  his  memory  in  Pejfftnusy  ce- 
remonies inftituted,    priefts    appointed,  tsTc.    Thus  Ar 
Amdbius. 
And  from      EusEBius  ^  givcs  us  a  very  different  account  of  Cyhele 
the  Phry.and  Attis^  or  Atysy  copied ,-  as  he  informs  us,  from  the 
gian  nty-   antient  Phrygian  mythologifb.     According  to  thefe,  the 
tbokgj.     firft  king  of  Phrygia^  by  name  Meoriy  was  father  to  Cy- 
bele^ who,  being  fmitten  with  the  charms  of  Attisy  proved 
with  child  by  him  ;  whereupon  Meon  caufed  Attis  to  be 
put  to  death,  at  which  Cybele^  being  unfpeakably  grieved, 
wandered   long  up    and   down  Pirygia,  feek'mg  in  the 
mountains  and  woods  fome  aU^y  to  her  grief.     Her  for- 
row  being  in  length  of  time  fomewhat  auwaged,  ihe  ad- 
mitted Apollo  into  an  intimacy  with  her,  and  with  him 
wandered  to  the  Hyperboreans.     By  his  order  the  body  of 
Attis  was  interred,    and  CybeJe  after  her   death  ranked 
among  the  gods.     From  thefe  two  accounts  of  Cybe/e^ 
which  come  both  from  very  good  hands,  we  may  con* 

•*  ElusEB.  praepar.  evang.  1.  ii.  iv. 
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ex.     .  TJl^iHiJory  of  fie  Phrygians;  44^^ 

^lude>  that  the  Phrygians  had  different  genealogies  for, 
and  traditions  of,  this  their  chief  deity  (U).  , 

This  goddefs  was  piaured  fitting  in  a  chariot  drawn Hw  piaj 
hy  four  lions,  crowned  with  towers,  holding  a  key  in  her«r#^. 
hand»  and  attired  with  a  garment  feeded  with  flowers  of 
different  colours.  The  mythologifts  by  CyMe  mean  the 
earthy  taking  her  crown  of  towers  tp  be  an  emblem  of 
the  towns  and  cities  built  thereon  j  the  key  flie  holds  in 
her  hand  intimates,  that  the  earth,  which,  during  the  win- 
ter, is  in  a  certain  manner  locked  up,  begins  to  open  in 
the  ipring,  and  the  feeds  to  fhoot  up  ;  her  garment,  vari- 
egated with  flowers  of  divers  colours,  is  a  fymbol  of  th^ 
earth  beautifully  enamdled  with  all  kinds  of  flowers ;  the 
lions  that  draw  her  chariot  denote  her  empire  over  all 
forts  of  animals,  which  fhe  both  produces  and  nouriOics  ;  * 

finally,  Saturn^  that  is,  time,  is  feigned  to  be  her  hufband, 
to  fignify  that  the  earth  pjroduces  nofhing  but  in  time. 
Euftbius  *  and  others  are  of  opinion,  that  CybeU  was  a 
-Vironiaji  famous  for  remedies  againft  fuch  diftempers  asf 
young  children  are  fubjefl  to,  and  that  on  this  Ikill  or  . 
knowkge  are  grounded  all  the  fliories  that  arc  related  of 
her. 

^  DiODoa.  SicuL.  1.  iii. 


(U)  The  Roman  writers  dif- 
fer widely  from  thofe  we  have 
quoted,  and  ftMuendy  among 
themfelves.    Cybelip  according 
to  tiiem^  was  the  daoghter.of 
Hsmven  toA  Eaurth^  wife  of  Sa^ 
turtt,  and  the  fame  with  Opt, 
JUffa,  F^a,  and  the  Bona  dta. 
She  was  expofed  immediately 
after  her  birth  on  mount  Cyht- 
1ms,  nuried  there  firft  by  wild 
beafts,  and  after  by  the  wife  of 
a  fliephcrd,  who  ^and  her  by 
dhance,  {/^.      The  Rmrnis, 
having  learnt  from  fhe  books 
of  the  fibyl,  that  they  wocdd 
never  be  able  to  drive  the  Car- 
tbaginians  gat  of  Italy  till  the 
tdaan  mothgr  was  brought  to 
Hame,  fent  thereupon  embai&- 
dors  to  king  Attahu,  who  deli- 
vered to  them  a  fldne,  which 


EusEB.  de  praep.  evang. 

the  inhabitants  of  Pif^fftf/ called 
the  gnat  mother  of  the  gods^ 
This  happened  in  the  year  of 
Romi^io  (53).  It  is  to  be  ob* 
ferved,^  tl^it  the  Ramam  made 
Cyhtii  to  be  the  fame  with 
Vefia,  but  acknowleged  two 
goddeffcs  bearing  the  fame  ap. 
pellation,  which  their  poets  frc- 
quendy  confound :  Cybih  was 
that  Vefta  they  called  the  earth, 
and  wife  to  Saturn:  fhe  was 
called  Fifta,  becaufe  Jiat  vi 
ferra  fua,  as  Omd  fays/  w 
ftando  Vifta  'vacatur.  The 
other  was  daughter  to  S^atum^ 
and  the  goddefs  of  fire,  or  ra- 
ther fire  itfelf,  according  to  that 
verfe  of  die  &me  poet.  Nee, 
tu  aiiud  Vefta  ptam  vivam  in- 
tellige  ftammam. 
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45^  7^^  Hifiory  of  the  Phry^^s.         B.  !•. 

Hrr  Cybele  had  her  peculiar  priefts,  ceremonies,  and   fa- 

prUftsr  ce-  orifices.     Her  priefts  were  called  in  the  Phrygian  language 

remomeSf    Cubeboi^   for  the  reafon  we  have  alleged  above.     The 

and  facri-  Greeks  and  Latins  named  them  Curetes^  CorybanteSy  which 

J^^'^*  is  the  Greek  tranflatlon  of  the  word  Cubeboi^  and  Galli 

from  the  river  Gallus  flowing  through  PeJftnuSy  where 

this  goddefs  had  a  magnificent  temple.    They  were  alfo 

fiiled  Idai  daSiyli ;  but  it  is  no*  eafy  matter  to  account 

for  this  appellation.     Sophocles  quoted  by  Strabo  ^  informs 

us,  that  they,  were  called  Idai^  bccaufe  they  inhabited 

mount  Idoy  and  Dalfyli  from  the  Greek  word  Da^ylus^ 

fignifying  a  finger,  they  being  at  firft  ten,  which  is  the 

number  of  a  man's  fingers.     Strabo  indeed  numbers  five 

brothers  ^  viz.  Hercules^  Paon^  Epimides^  J^fifs^  and 

Idas^  adding,  that  they  had  as  many  fifiers.     n\xt  in  other 

v^riters  we  find  only  three  mentioned,  and  quite  different 

from  thofe  Strabo  fpeaks  of,  viz.  Kelmisy  Datnnanutuus^ 

and  Acmon.    ApoUonius  ^  acknowleges   but  two,    fitid 

and  Cyllenus,     oome  derive  the  name  of  Cqrybantes  from 

iht  word  Cherub^   fignifving  in  the  Phoenician  language 

•  valiant ;  and  add,  that  tney  were  the  guards  of  the  firft 

kings  of  Pbrygia  » ( W). 

The 

*  Strab.  lib.^x.  p.  473.        '  Ubi  fupra.         "  ApoLtON" 

in  Argonaut.  *  Fr.  not.  in  fcholiaft.  Laciani,  torn.  iL    Pi  - 

Tfscus,  kxicon  antiquitat.    Natalis  Comis,  Lix.  myth^ 

c-  7. 

•  (W)  Dioiforus  tells  us  (54)^  fUtutcd  the  Samothracian  myr 

that  Cybele  was  daughter  to  fteries;  that  his  m&Cbryfes 

Afeonlungof  Pbrygia;  thsLtihe  learnt  them  in  Jrcadia;  and 

married  lajtus  a  SamotbraciaH,  that  Idaus  the  fon  of  Darda* 

the  htoih^T  oi  Dardanus^  and  nus  inflitated  afterwards    the 

had  by  him  a  fon  called  Cory^  myfleries  of  the  mother  of  the 

has ;  that,  after  the  death  of  goids  in   Pbrygia.      Herodotut 

her  hufband,  fhe  went  withD^r-  brings  the  Curetei  out  of  Phct- 

ianus  and  Corybas  into  PJbry  nieia  with   Cadmus  i    and  Sir 

gia^  and  introduced  into  that  I/aac  Newton  (^6)  thinks,  that, 

countiy  the  myHeries  of  the  having  followed  Gj^««/  out  of 

Aiothcr  of  the  ^s,  calling  the  Phcenicia^  fome  of  them  fettled 

goddefs  after  her  own  name  C^-  in  Pbrygia,  where  they  were 

bele,  and  her  priefts  Corybantes  iMedCorybantes ;  fbroc  ijaCrere^ 

from  her  fon  Cory  has.    Thus  where  they  were  named  Mrd 

Diodorus :    but  Dionyfius  (^^)  daByU ;  others  in  Rbodes,  where 

informs  us,  that  Dardaiius  in-  they    were    ftilcd    Tekhines  i 

56)  7U 

Others 


(54)  Diodor.  p.  223.       .        {^syDioyiyf,  I.  1.  p,  38,  4*.  (56)  1U 

ibr^mlogy  ^gmitnt  kit/gforrj^  ^e,  f,  2.  p.  146. 
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G.  X:        ^ie  Hiftofy  of  the  PhrygjOTs: ' 

Thb  ceremonies  performed  by  thefe  priefts  in  honour 
of  this  goddefs  were,  iirft.  At  ftated  times  they  ufejd  to 
carry  her  ftatue  about  the  Areets,  dancing  and  (kipping 


45« 


others  in    Samitirmce,  where 
they  were   known  under  the 
name  oiF  Caiiri ;  fome  in  Eu- 
beta,  where,  as  they  were  well 
Ikilied  in  arts  and  Tciences^  they 
wrought  in  copper,  in  a  city 
thence  called  Chalcii ;  fome  in 
£na$>ftf/,  where  they  affiftcd  yut- 
(can  I  fome  in  Imbnu ;  and  a 
very  confiderable  nomber  of 
them  in  j^tdia^   which  was 
thence  called  the  country  of  the 
<:wr€t§s^  till  JEtoUs  the  fon  of 
Emljmi&n^  pofleffing  himfelf  of 
it,  called  it  JSt9iia.  Thefe  Cm- 
ret€$9   snaking  themfelves  ar- 
moor,  ufed  to  dance  in  it.at  the 
iacrifices  with  great  noiie  of 
pipes,  and  droms^  and  fwords, 
which  they  firuck  upon  one  an- 
other's armour,  keeping  time, 
and  forming  fome  kind  of  har- 
mony.   And  this  is  reckoned 
the  origin  of  mufic  inGreeu 
both  by  Soliftus  and  Ifidorus 
(57)*  CltmtnsAUxandrinus  (58) 
afcribes    to    the  Cuntts   the 
invention  of  mufical  rhymes, 
and  of  the  letters  called  Epbe- 
Jian.    And  Sir  I/aac  Nrwton  is 
of  opinion  (59),  that  when  the 
Phcgnician  letters  were  by  Cad- 
mus brought  into  Grr#c#,  they 
were  at  die  fame  time  intro- 
duced into  Pbrygia  ^nd^Cnte 
by  the  Cureiej^who  called  them 
£pbefian  from  th&dty  of  EpBi- 
/«/,where  they  were  firft  taught. 
Thefe   Curttes  were  no  leili 
cileemed   for  their  ikill  and 
koowleg^  in  religious  matters. 


{pySolin,  Pofybifl,  c.  I  r.    IJJor.  mg.  I.  xl.  e,  6.  {$%)  Ckm.JIrm* 

•  /.  1.        rs9)  Vhi  fupra.        (6a)  SfraiJ.  x.  ^.  471,  473.    DiMbr,  /.  v.  c,  4, 


and  m3rffical  practices^  than  for 
^httrartsand(cicnGes(6o),  In 
Pirygia    they    attended    the 
myfteries  of  Cjbi/e ;  in  Critic 
and  tht  Terra  Curitum,  thofe 
of  Jupiter,   who    had    been 
brought  up  uiider  their  care 
and  tuition  in  a  cave  of  mdunb 
IJa,  where  they  danced  abbut 
him  in  their  armour  with  great 
noife,  to  drown  the  cries  of  the 
infant,  and  conceal  him  from 
his  Either  Saturn,  who  fought 
his  deftrudion.    Botbarf  (o  i ) 
brings  them   from  PaLtftiue, 
and  thinks,  they  had  the  name 
of  Cureiee  from  a  people  a- 
mong  the  Pbilifiinu  called  Crt" 
tbim  or  Ceretbites.    We  muft 
not  forget,  that  Cjbele,  or  the 
Creat  Mother,  was  fometimes 
reprelented  with  a  key,  and 
fometimes  with  a  drum,  in  her 
handi  which  has  made  fome 
think,  .that  fiie  was  the  fame 
Syrian  goddefs  Aftarte,  whofe 
chariot  was  drawn  alJTo  by  lions. 
Lucian  tells  tt8(6t),  that  flie 
was  the  Cretan  Rbea,  that  is, 
according  to  (bme^  Europa^  the 
.  fiiier    of  Cadmus ;   and  thus 
^tPbamijciaus  firft  introduced, 
as  Sir  J/aac  Newton  obferves, 
among  the  Qreeks  and  PJlny-»^ 
gians,  the  pra&ice  of  deifying 
their  dead ;  for  we  meet  with 
no  infbnce  of  any  fuch  prac- 
tice bef9re   the  departure  of 
Cadmus  and  Europa  from  SV* 


(61)  Lucian,  defdltatigne^ 
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451  niJ^^fyofiheTksj^m.         \[ 


it;   madyifeer  bivin^  with  violetit  g^fticahtioD 

WQikcdtlMMfclftsujptothcbe^htfof  phrenfvv  they  begz 
m  cut  and  §4k  ^km  bodies  wMb  Jbilves  and  ItndetS}  ^ 
pcaring  fened  with  a  diTine  fitiy*  Xhis  ceremony  \r 
pcrfanMd  ui  commpmatmioh  of  Ae  gritf  ^vtierevii 
C]^  wm  mn^ortod  at  ihe  death  of  her  beJoyed  M 
wAj^  A  pine-oee  was  yearly  wrapped  up  in  wod,  i 
wkh  great  fdenmity  carried  by  tlie  priefts  imp  d)e  ten; 
'of  the  goddcfe,  in  comisempration  of  her  wrgppbgi 
after  the  fame  manner  the  dead  l>ody  of  Attisj  and  oni 
ing  it  to  her  cave.  On  (hefe  occafiohs  the  prj^  ve 
crowned  with  violets,  whi<;h  W^re  fuppofed  to  have  fpnof 
from  the  blood  dF  Attis^  whep  he  had  laid  vii^^lutf 
on  him(elf.  T\^  vi^ims  inwol^e4  in  hooQur  of  tk 
Pbrjfim  gadd^&  were  a  bull  or  a  ibe^^goat,  wbtsait 
iacriiKe  was  called  TWrak/ficai  or  CriobiKum.  ^xhm 
a  (bw  was  yearly  frcrificad  to  her,  aaid  the  cefemmfv- 
femad  by  a  prieft  and  pikfte6  fcnt  for  o\^  of  Pirfi 
Birm-  cm  that  oocaikw.  Her  priefls  (thofe  at  leaft  whoiRR 
■^^  JoMwa  under  the  flme  6f  0$Bif  were  aU  eunuchs  \  H 
t^P-  die  great  godde6  required  of  them  in  memory  of  iffc. 
the  waters  of  the  river  Galboj  when  ptcntifuHy  drc4 
were  believed  to  in|>ire  them  with  fucn  a  frantic  entir.' 
fiafin^  as  to  perform  the  operitiaa  on  tbemfelve^  withal 
the  leaft  rdudancy.  They  were  not  allowed  to  dritt 
wine,  becaufe  jlitis^  overcome  with  that  liquor,  difcioie 
his  amours  widi  Acde/Hs^  which  he  had  ever  before  cot 
ceakd  with  the  utmoft  care.  They  abftainad  fc<»K  broi 
in  cyimmemoffarkm  of  die  long  faft  which  Qfkfif  kefi  a& 
tbedeiitborthefiwiCwAm.  The j  heU  oaths  tobeui 
bwfcl  ott  all  OGcafiens,  iiriiich  tenet,  fome  tdius,fi 
MA  to  al  the  Ftiygiam.  The  piefb  were  platf 
their  death  on  a  fbne  ten  ceUts  high<^.  Though  ff 

Mr  piofcfed  a  great  veneration  for  Q^&,  yctj 

fiirf,  dat  diey  kioktd  upon  her  prktts  as  the  veiy  i^ 
of  mankind  5  of  which  we  have  a  fignal  inflance  &  /^ 
raff  Mtximms  r,  who  tcBs  us  tfiat  one  Gmuiusj  a  u^^ 
or  cunodi  of  QA</r,  having  by  a  decree  of  tb^  F^ 
been  admitted  to  the  poffcffioo  of  an  eftate  that  had  bca^ 
bequeathed  him,  Mawuraa  SmiSfts  Ltpidus,  at  th^<^ 
conful,  bcii^  appealed  to,  rD^ed  the  decree  of  ^^ 
tor,  adding  thereto,  diat  ai^  e^nuch,  as  \fWg  *^ 
iman  nor  woman,  could  not  enjoy  any  privileges  w  tm 

♦AitROB,lihv.   HiiawdYii.eptiLadL»taBi.       ^2^ 
awn,aiio^ait,&t,  ^^^ 
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nature.  This  judement  Vahrius  Maximm  extols^  2i  a 
dedree  worthy  of  MMtnereks^  worthy  of  one  that  W2»  at 
tbe  head  of  the  fenate,  fince  it  put  a  flop  to  the  appear- 
ing of  eanitoh^  in  the  courts  of  judicature,  and  defiling  ' 
the  tribunala  with  their  unhallowed  pre&nce,  under  pre** 
teJipe  of  fuiflg  for  juftice. 

BisiDBS  Qftele^  who  wai  die  peculiar  deity  of  Pirygh^  Other  Jet- 
the  Phrygians  had  divers  other  iAQl^insmAjBacdfus^tiesofPhe 
whom  fhey  ililed  Sabaziosi  and  his  priffis  and  temples  ^^I'Xg^ans 
Sabot  y  whence  Bochart  derives  the  Hebrew  word  5dWtfli,?*cchu5. 
as  that  of  Levite  from  Lyfius  and  Evius  q.    Jpollodorus 
acquaints  us  %'  tli^t,  4Aii\tliacchus  wd  travelling  through 
Phrygia^  he  was  purified  by  Cyhele^  inftru£ted  in  her  my- 
fteriesy  and  pr^feiited  by  her  with  1^  flole^  wMcH  was  the 
firft  he  ever  'ured(X).    Adapus^  whom  jB^rA^r/ « takes  Adagyus. 
to'  be  Hermaphroditnsj   the  u»i  of  Fmut  and  Mercury^ 
there  being,  at  leaft  to  his  ear^  si  great  fimilitude  of  found 
between  Ada^s  and  Androgynm.    Some  rank  alfo  the 
QaUri  or  CoBires  among  the  Phrygum  deities^  and  add,  Cabirl. 
tjiat  tbey  were  fo  called  from  Cahirus^  an  hill  in  Phrygian 
OTj  as  Stefimbntus  terms  it,  in  Btrecynthia  t.    But  others, 
lA^ith  more  apfllarance  of  tru^h,  derive  their  name  frbtti 
the  Hebrew  word  Cabir^  G^nifying  great  or  fowerful^^ 
Spme  (Confine  the  nimiber  m  the  GsHH  to  two,  vife.  Ju^ 
piUr  and  jBucchu$ ;  but  Mnnfias  enumerates  four,  Ceres^  •    ^ 

Prtjirpihe,  Phito^  and  Meriury^  whom  hedifguifes  und^r 
the  uncouth  appellations  of  Axioros^  Axhkerfa^  AzioierfiM^ 
afvl  Kafmtlos  %  to  thefe  Dionyfiodorus  adds  a  fourth,  whom 
he  fliles  Cafmitui^  called  by  othtrs  CamillMSj  and  the  fame 
D^ith  Mercury  ;  but  he  is  imiverfidly  tooked  upon  as  dhe 
of  an  inferior  rank^  ftiid  no^ways  on  a  level  with  the  Ga^ 
^iru  termed  the  tnojihigh^  the  mfl p^werful^.  But  Ihefe 
we  fliall  havb  occafion  to  n^ention,  when  we  come  to 
fpeak  of  the  Samthradun  deities 

We  likewife  r^d  of  fome  dances  and  fongs  u(ed.  hy^ancee 

the  Phrygians  in  foleninizing  the  foftivals  of  thtir  giis;^'^^fi/'g\ 

'    ufed  by  the 
«  Vide BocH.  ubi  fupra.      /  Apollodor.  lib.  lii.      •  BocH*.phrygian4 
it^i  fapra*    '  Idem  ibid.    ^  Idem  ibid.     ^  Idem  ibid. 

,(X)  5/#/^tf^itf  (63)  writes,  ivhofe  child  ftenuriy,anfwer-^ 

tliat»  when  Bacchus  was  ^boni,  ed^  that  it  was  the  child  oC 

Jwfiter  committed  the  care  of  Mars  5  whence  Bacchus^  in  the         -  ^    ^ ; 

Bi^i  to  one  of  Cybele*s    fe-  G?r/tf«  dialed,  was  called  ilf«- 

^e  attendants,  by  iiame  Ma  i  Jdris  or  Ma/ares^  that  is,  the 

^hp^   bein^  aiked  by  Jme,  Mars  oi  Ma. 
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454  ^he  Uiftory  of  /i&tf  PhrygianBr         ^.  V. 

and  foipetimcs  on  other  occafions,  which  they  called  lity^ 
itfes^  from  Lityirfes  fon  of  Midas  king  of  Phrygta.  He^ 
hcbius  mentions  certain  Phrygian  dances,  called  by  hon 
bruifmata^  without  doubt  from  the  word  Bryges^  the 
antient  name  of  the  Phrygians  <•  Some  fpeak  of  a  dance 
caiXtAftcinmSj  invented,  fay  they,  by  a  Phrygian  nympb^ 
and  ufed  by  the  Phrygians  in  honour  of  Sabatius^  whom 
they  add  to  the  number  of  the  other  PArjfg^/flw  gods  ^ 
But  it  is  now  time  to  proceed  to  the  hiflory  t>f  the  Pbry* 
^i4«kingsj 

S  E  G  T.    IV, 

^be  reigns  af  the  kings  of  Phrygja. 

TH  £  fucceffioDs  and  reigns  of  the  kings  of  Phrygia. 
are  overcaft  with  fuch  an  impenetrable  mill,  and  in- 
terrupted with  fo  many  chafms,  that  it  is  no  eafy  matter 
to  give  any  tolerable  account  of  them.  However,  we 
(hall  her^  produce  what  occurs  in  hiftory  relating  thereto^ 
and  appears'moft  worthy  of  credit ;  though  we  cannot  fix, 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  dates  c^  their  reigns  and 
anions, 
l^aniuu  The  firft  king  of  Phrygia  we  find  mentioned  in  hiftoiy 
^U9.  i;  Nannaeus^  JnnacuSj  or  Cannacus  i  for  he  boreaii  thetc 

appellations.  Suidas  ^  fays,  that  he  reigned  before  the 
^ood  of  Deucalion ;  and  that,  from  thence,  things  ex* 
feeding  antient  were  proverbially  faid  to  be  from  the  time 
of  Nanna^us.  He  lived  to  a  very  great  age ;  for  it  is 
recorded  of  him^  that,  when  he  was  above  three  htmdred 
years  old,  he  fent  to  inquire  of  all  fuch  oracles,  as  were 
ip  any  repute,  how  long  he  fl^ould  live.  The  oracles 
unanimoufly  apfwere^,  that  at  his  death  all  things  were 
to  peri(h ;  whereupon,  repairing  with  his  fubjeds  to  the 
temples  of  the  gods,  he  ftrove  there  with  many  fighs  and 
tears  to  appeafe  their  wrath,  and  avert  the  impending  ca- 
lamities i  and  thence  to  weep  like  Nannacus^  became  a 
trite  exprcflion  to  fignify  an  extraordinary  grief  or  forrowk^ 
Not  long  a^ter  Nannacus  died,  and  the  flood  of  Deucalion 
enfued  j  which  was  attended  with  the  deftrudion  of  man- 
kind. 
J^i^a?.  '  Midas  appears  next,  pf  whofn  all  we  c^n  fay  'is, 
that  he  refided  kt  PeJKnusy  anddeCgncd  to  di/j[iofe'of  Ihij 

^  BocHAR.  ubi  fupra.         v  Jdcm  ibid.      ?  yerbp /Arriwf . 
>  Suip.  ubi  fupri^.    £r asm.  chiliad. 

r  ^  dafu^te^. 
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iJ^ugbter,  byname  /»,  in  marriage  to  Attis  or  Jtys^^  as 
we  Mve  already  mentioned.    This  perhaps  is  the  Midas; 
•  nyho  built,  as  Diodorus  Siculus  informs  us  y,  a  magnificent 
temple  at  Pejfinusy  and  appointed  yearly  facrifices  to  be  ^ 
performed  there  in  honour  of  the  great  mother  of  the  gods.  • 
Hyginus  fecms  to  make  him  the  fon  of  Cyhele  *• 

X  HE  next  "king  we  read  of  is  Manis^  a  prince,  as  P/w-Manis. 
i^ircb  a  informs  us,  of  fuch  prowefi  and  virtue,  that  the 
-y/oxA  Manicy  derived  from  bis  name,  became  fynonymous 
with  Greatj  whence  Manic  ^tchievements  were  among 
the  Phrygians  the  fame  as  great,  glorious,  heroic  atchieve- 
ipents  ^. 

After  thefe  reigned  Gordius,  who  was  raifed  from  C5ordius. 
the  plough  to  the  throne.      His  rife  is  related  thus  c : 
W^hile  be  was  one  day  ploughing,  ^^n  eagle  fettled  on  the 
yoke,  and  continued  there  all  day,     Gordiusy  terrified  at 
this  prodigy,  went  to  confult  thp  foothf^yers  of  Telmijfusy  ^ 

a    city  m  Lydioy  about  fo  extraordinary  an  event  5  for 
the  ^rt  of  divining  W4',  in  a  manner,  hereditary  to  all 
the  Telmijftans.    At  his  entering  the  city  he  met  with  a 
liioft  beautiful  young  woman,  who,  upon  his  inquiring 
after  the  foothfayers,  and  acquainting  her  with  the  mo- 
tives of  his  joutney,  informed  him,  as  fhe  was  herfelf 
fldlled  in  the  art,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a  kingdom  was 
prefaged  by  that  omen  ;   and  Aerewithal  offered  herfelf 
ready  to  (hare  with  him,  in  wedlock,  the  hopes  witii 
"Vvhich  Ihe  had  infpired  him.     This  offer  fcemed  to  him 
the  greateft  happinefs  that  could  attend  a  crown :  he  there- 
fore readily  complied  with  her  requeft,  gratifying  at  the 
ianrae  time  his  own  inclination*    Not  long  after  %  fcditioa 
breaking  out  among  the  Phrygiansy  the  oracles,  which  they 
confulted  on  that  occafton,  were  all  unanimous  in  advlfing 
them  to  commit  the  government  to  a  king,  if  they  de- 
fired  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  growing  evils.     Upon  this,  the 
Phrygians  .having  fent  again  to  confult  about  the  perfon 
whom  they  fhould  raife  to  that  dignity,  their  enibaffadors 
were  injoined  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  firft  man,  who, 
after  their  return,  fliouM  vifit  in  a  cart  the  teijiple  of  Ju- 
piter y  was,  by  the  gods  dcfigned  for  their  king.     The  em- 
baffadors  had  fcarce  delhrered  the  ^nfwer  of  the  oracle, 
when  Gordius  appeared  riding  in  his  cart,  and  was  imme- 
diately,   with  loud  fliouts  of  joy,    proclaimed   king  of 

y  DioDOR.  Sicui.  1.  iii.  c.  5.  «  Hygin.  fab.  191,  3^ 

274.         »  Plutarch,  de  Ifid.  &  Oiirid.  ^  Erasm.  adag. 

chiliad,  i.  cent.  iii.  77.         ^     ^  Strab.  1.  xii.     Justin.  1.  xi, 
(^VRT.  1,  iii,    Armai^*  l*ii«   -^lAN.  vit.  H.  1.  i.  c.  I. 
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Phrygta.  Gordiusy  acknowlcging  the  crown  from  ^upl^ 
ter^  in  memory  of  fo  fignal  a  favour,  confecrated*  in  fai* 
temple  the  cart  to  rtgal  majejty^  which  not  by  die  Phry^ 
glans  only,  bat  other  nations,  was  adored  as  a  goddeft. 
To  the  beam  of  the  cart  he  faftcncd  a  knot  woven  tPirith 
fuch  art,  and  fo  perpfexed,  that  the  monarchy  of  the 
world  was  promifed  by  the  oracles  to  him  who  (bould 
untie  it,  which  JUxander  the  Great  having  attempted  id 
vain,  cat  it  at  h&  with  his  fword,  and  tberebi  either  fiel^ 
filled  or  eluded  the  cracle.  We  know  nothing  more  of 
G^rdiuSj  but  that  he  built  the  city  of  Gordiumj  which 
was  his  refidence,  and  that  of  all  the  princes  of  the  Gor^ 
dian  family.  Plutarch  writes  <*,  that  his  fon  Midas  was 
born  of  the  goddefs  w^rfhiped  by  the  Remans  under  the 
name  of  Bona  X)ea  ;  but,  whether  fhe  was  wife  to  G^tw 
dius^  is  much  queftioned  by  the  mythologifts  (Y). 

I^ida^.  GoRDius  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Midas,  of  whom 

it  was  recorded,  that,  whto  he  was  e  child,  a  fwarm  of 
anls  w^s  obferved  very  buiy  one  day,  while  he  was  afleep^i 
in  conveying  their  ftores  ot  wheat  into  his  mouth  5  wher^- 

'  Plutarch,  in  vita  Cadarls, 

(Y)  Midast  the  fon  of  Gor-  of  At  Srygiatu  in  Macedonia  i 

dtus^  according  to  uEliam  and  and  adds,  that,   being  driVen 

Arrian  (64),  was  the  £rft  king  from  his  own  tertitories,  he 

.    of   the  Gardtan  ^mily  that  retired  into  Jfia  Min^r^  where 

reigned  in  Pbrygia^   They  tell  the  Brygians,  with  a  fmall  al^ 

tis,  that  the  Phrygians,  having  teration,  were  termed  Pbrygi- 

Inquired  of  the  oracle  by  what  afis,    Actocding  to  this  writer 

means  they  could  pat  an  end  then,  the  Phrygians,  under  the 

^o  their,  intcftine  broils,    re-  conduA  of  Midas,    mlgnued 

.ceivcd  for  anfwer,  that  a  cart  out  of  Europe  into  Jfia ;  and 

would  bring  them  a  king,  who  of  courfe  tlire  were  no  Phry- 

iboold  reilore  tl^eir  country  to  gians  in  Jfia  bef^e  Midas : 

;ts  former  tranqaillity  ;   amd  how  then  could  his  fath^  G^r- 

tha^.  while  they  were  mufing  dius  reign  in  Phrygia,  and  be 

.  on  this  anfwer,   Midas  came  raifed  to  the  throne  from  fcj 

riding  in    his  cart  into  the  mean   a  condition,  as  Juftin 

throng,  who  was  immediately  himfelf  relates  ?    As   to  the 

acknowleged  king.     But  moft  Gordian  knot,    fome  authors 

writers  begin,  as  we  have  done,  (ay,  that  it  was  the  bark  of  a 

the  reign  of  the  Gordian  fa-  cornel-tree,  and  that  it  Mened 

xaily    with   Gordius    himfelf.  tbo  yo^be  of  the  care  t»  the 

Jufim  ( 6; )  m^es- Midaf  king  betun. 

^  '    •     (6^)  -^/w.  'yit,  £f.  /.  u  e,  i.  Jnian,  K  iiit         (^)  y«fiin,  /.  Jp,  t.7* 
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upon  the  oracles  being  confulted,  returned  anfwer,  that 
immenfe  riches  were  prefaged^  by  that  omen.     The  pre- 
diction was  completely  fulfilled ;  for  he  Is  Accounted  by 
all    the  antients  as  one  of  tfa6  richeft  princes  that  ever 
reigticd  ^     Strabo  f  fays,  that  he  drew  vaft  tteafures  from 
mines  of  metal,  difcorered  perhaps  in  his  reign,  on  mount; 
Bermius.     He  is  greatly  commended  by  fome  writers  for 
the  eomelinefs  of  his  pcrfon,  by  others  for  the  religious 
turn  of  bis  mind.     He  is  faid  to  have  been  inftrufted  by 
Orpheus  in  the  myflerics  of  religion,  and  to  have  filled 
P&rygia  with  new  deities^  temples-,  priefts,  ceremonies, 
and  facrificesg.     He  introduced  the  cuftom  of  mourning 
over  the  dead  with  doleful  fongs  or  dirges ;  and,  by  an* 
nuajly  renewing  his  lamentations  over  his  deceafed  mo^ 
ther^  brought  the  Phrygians  by  degrees  to  worihip  her  as 
a  goddefs  ^.     He  built  the  town  oi  Ancyra'^^  v^hcre  an 
anchor  of  his  contrivance  was  to  be  feen  in  the  temple  <^ 
Jupiter^  when  Paufames  travelled  through  Grace  ^.     He 
IS  fiud   to  have  reigned  not  over  Phrygia  only,  but  '^fo 
JDardania  ^    CletSulus  Lyndius^  one  of  the  feven  fages 
of  Greecij  honoured   his  monument  with  an  epitaph «, 
which  is  falfly  afcribed  by  fome  to  H9mer  ^    His  wift, 
by  name  Hsrmodicay  is  celebrated  by  Heraclideso  in  re- 
gard of  her  beauty  and  wifdom,  and  faid  to  have  beem 
the  lirft  that  tau&ht  the  inhabitants  of  Cyme  to  coin  riioney. 
Bi£   her  Midas  had  three  fons,  Gordius^  Anchor  as  y  and 
Otreus  i  his  fourth  fo;i  Lityerfes  was  a  baftard  (Z). 

After 

•  Cic.  1, 1.  dc  divin.  Val.  Max.  1.  i.  c.  6.  ^li an.  vit.  H. 
1.  xU.  c.  ic,         '  Strab.  1.  xiv.  p.  680.  5  Aurian.  1.  ii. 

Justin,  f.xi.         **  Suidas  lAgj^of.  *  Nonnus,  in  orat. 

3to.  6rec.  Naz,  Pausan.  in  Atdcis.  Suidas  UUa^. 
^  Pavsan.  ubi  fupra.  ^  L.  Servius,  in  -^neid.  ii.  *>  Kato 
in  thaedro.  Laer.  in  CIcob.  "  Plutarch,  in  vita,  &  ai- 

thologium  PLANupi3.        ^  Heraclides  in  politiis. 

(Z)   Notbim;  has  rendered  muficians,  and  rivals  in  that 

the  name  of  Midas  more  fe-  art,  Midas  gave  fentence  in  i?^ 

inous  than  the  Greek  proverb  vour  of  the  former,  whereupon 

Mi/dt<  ov^  Ira,  that  is,  Midas  Apoilo  clapped  a  pair  of  afies 

has  nlfes  ears;  but  what  gave  ears  on  his  head  :  thi^ badge  of 

xife  to  that  faying,  is  variodly  igDorance  he  artfully  conomed 

reported.     The  poets  tell  ta,  a  long  time  under  his  diadem  i 

tnac,  in  a  trial  of  tkiU  between  but  at  laft  it  was  unfortunately 

fam  dxidAfo//9,  both  fiimous'  difcovered  by  his  barber,  and 

made 
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Gordioi        After  Midas  reined  his  ddeft  foq  Gordiusy  but  all 
II.  we  can .  (ay  of  him  is,  that  he  furrounded  the  town  of 

Qordium  with  a  wall  p.  His  hrothtx  Jncharus  is  cekbrated 
for  the  love  he  bore  his  countiy^  having  even  facrificed 
his  life  for  the  public  welfare.  The  fafl  is  related  thus  i ; 
During  the  reign  of  his  father  Midas^  the  earth  opened 
to  a  prodigious  depth,  and  fwallowed  up  great  part  of 
the  city  Ctlana\  whereupon  Jl/i^f,  having  recourfe  to 
his  orades,  underftood  that  the  opening  would  not  clofe. 


p  Stefhanus,  p.  99, 
£^u5y  fenD.vit. 

made  public.  Others  fay,  that 
Midas ^  having  offered  an  affront 
toBmccbiu,  was  by  the  incenfed 
dtity  metamorphofed  into  an 
a&.  Cp/iMT  in  his  iirft  narration 
tells  OS  (66),  that  Midas,  hav- 
ing foond  a  treafore,  became 
v^ry  rich;  that,  being  in- 
SruCicd  by  Orpheus  on  mount 
fierius,  he  get  himfelf  by  var 
rious  artifices  proclaimed  king 
of  the  Brjgians ;  (hat  iQ  his 
jtiffiS ilenus  appeared  on  mount 
Spme-y  that  whatever  Midas 
couched  was  imm^iately  turn- 
ed into  gold;  and  that,  making 
i^fe  of  this  prodigy,  he  perfuad- 
ed  his  fubjefb  to  remove  out  of 
Europe  mio  that  counti-y  which 
lies  on  the  Heflefpont ;  that  he 
ftttled  in  Myfia,  and  there 
changed  tl\e  nan^e  of  his  fub* 
jedls,  calling  them  dq  more 
^rygians^  h\il  Phrygians,  He 
anlos,  that  Midas  had  a  great 
many  fpies  difperfed  up  and 
down  the  country,  by  whofe 
information  he  knew  whatever 
his  fubjeds  did  or  faid  |  whence 
he  reigned  in  peace  and  tran- 
goillity  to  a  great  age,  none  of 


'  Plutarch,  in  parall.   Sto- 

his  fubje£ls  daring  to  enter  into 
any  plot  or  conspiracy  againfl 
him.  His  knowing  by  this 
means  whatever  his  fabjefts 
fpoke  of  him  occafio&ed  the 
laying,  that  Midas  bad  kstg 
ears  ;  and  as  afles  are  iaid  to 
be  endowed  with  the  fenfe  ni 
hearing  to  a  degree  of  per- 
fedion  above  all  other  animala^ 
he  was  alfo  iaid  ^  have  affes 
ears ;  but,  in  proce/s  of  time* 
what  was  taken  in  a  metaphor 
rical  fenfe  begai\  to  run  current 
in  the  world  for  truth.  ^vJfyi 
(67 J  relates,  that  Silenusy  bdng 
taken  prifonei  by  Midas,  in- 
flfad  of  paying  gold  for  Ui 
ranfom,  taught  the  king,  that 
the  greateft  happineis  was,  not 
to  be  born ;  and,  next  to  that, 
^o  die  ibon.  To  othei*  fables 
the  poets  add,  th9t,  for  enter- 
taining Bacchus,  he  was  re- 
warded by  the  eods  with  the 
virtue  of  changmg  into  gold 
whatever  he  touched ;  whidi  is 
interpreted  by  fome  as  if  h^ 
had  been  extremely  covetous, 
ftudying  by  all  means  and  me- 
thods to  fill  his  coffers  (68). 


(66)  C9W0  afind  Phat,  biUiotb,  (67)  Tufcul*  quafl.  U  i.  (68)  Mam^ 
VUi  I'yriutf  ferm.  iii.  Joan,  7'xetzei  hijor,  ii.  Ifaacius  Txetzes  in  Csffanr 
dram  Lycopbrontii,  p.  377.  fulgent ius,  /.  u.  ^atali^  Cma^  mytboU  L  u^ 
f.  15.   Greg^  Sabinut  in  lib,  %u  m^amrpb, 

:  till 
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till  the  moft  valuable  thing  in  human  fife  were  thrown 
into  it.    This  anfwer  was  no  fooner  imparted  to  the  in- 
habitants, but  all  the  gold,  filver,  jewels,  and  whatever 
dfc  of  any  vahie  came  to  their  hands,  was  gladly  facri^. 
ficed  to  the  common  fsifety.    But  all  to  no  eSc& ;  for  the 
gap,  continuing  open,  threatened  both  the  city  and  citi- 
xens  with  prefent  deftrudton  i  when  jfncbarusy  confidering 
"With  himfelf^  that  nothing  in  the  world  v^s  of  fuch  value 
as  an  human  foul,  embraced  his  father,  took  leave  of  his 
wife  Tim9tbeay   and,   mounting  on  horfeback,   rid  full 
fpeed  into  the  opening,  which  immediately  dofed.    His 
example  was  long  after  followed  in  a  parallel  cafe  by  Cur* 
tius  the  Roman. 

Otreus  is  ftiled  by  Homer  %  king  of  all  Pbrygia^  and  Otreos, 
faid  to  have  been  cotemporary  with  Ancbijes  ^  whence 
we  may  conclude,  that  he  fucceeded  h^  brotner  Gordius. 

LiTYERSES  reigned  at  Celana^  and  is  defcribed  as  a  Lityerfes^ 
Tuftic,  imfociable,  and  inhuman  tyrant.  Sojitheui  the 
tfagedmn  paints  him  as  one  of  an  infatiable  and  canine 
appetite,  having  in  one  day,  as  this  poet  writes,  emptied 
three  large  bafkets  of  bread,  and  drank  out  twelve  gallons 
of  wine*  He  took  great  pleafure  in  agriculture,  and  ufed 
often  to  Ikbour  in  the  fields  like  a  common  bufbandman. 
But,  as  afts  of  cruelty  were  what  he  chiefly  delighted  in, 
he  ufed  to  oblige  fuch  as  happened  to  pals  by  while  he 
m^as  reaping,  to  join  with  him  in  the  work}  and  then, 
cutting  off  their  heads  for  their  pains,  bind  up  their  bodies 
in  the  flieaves.  For  thefe  and  fuch-like  cruelties  he  was 
put  to  death  by  Hercules^  and  his  body  thrown  into  the^ 
Maander^.  However,  his  memory  was  cheriflied  by 
the  reapers  of  Phrygia  (for  reaping  was  his  favourite  em- 
ployment] ;  and  an  hymn,  from  him  called  Lityerfes^  fung 
in  harveft-time  in  honour  of  their  fellow-labourer  *. 

Midas  IL  was  king  of  all  Phrygia ;  but  whofe  fon  he  Midas  Ih 
was,  or  whom  he  fucceeded,  is  What  we  find  no-where 
recorded.  He  wafs  an  ufurper,  and  feized  on  the  crown 
in  the  following  manner :  One  night j  under  pretence  of 
offering  a  folemn  •  facrifice,  to  the  ^ods^  hemkrphe^  Oi|t 
Of  the  town  of  Gcrdium^  attended  with  a  i^umerous  band 
of  Phrygians^  Paying  on  all  forts  of  mufical  inftrumcnts  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time,  as  they  wese  privy  to  their  mafier^s 
defign,  with  fwords  and  daggers  concealed  under  their 

.   9  Hqmeil.  in  hynwis.      r  Athiraus,  1.  x.  a  i.    Svidas 
A^«4|v«f .  Pollux,  L  ik.      •  THiocaixus  idyll,  x.  Erasm. 
fMlag.  chiliad,  iil  centt  iv.  ad  7;{« 
*;.^  garments^ 
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earmeiits.  The  citizens,  led  by  their  curiofi^,  ftUd  not 
fufpe^iing  zoy  treachery,  followed  them  out  of  the  town^ 
nrhen  the  confpirators,  all  on  a  fudden  throwing  away 
their  mufical  inflruments,  fell  upon  the  mnltitiHle  fwolrd. 
in  hand,  feized  the  cinr,  and  in  that  terror  and  confiiilofH 
nobody  daring  to  oppolt  them,  proclaimed  Midas  king  of 
Phrygia  ^ 
Qordioj  Midas  n.  wasfucceeded  hy  G»rdius  lU.  perh&f>9  ht» 
^*  fbn.     He  is  mentioned  by  lierodotus  »  as  father  to  Midas^ 

and  that  is  all  we  can  fay  of  him.    IiUrod0tus  does  itt>t 
Aile  him  king ;  but,  as  his  fpn  reigned^  it  is  aot  iiAlfl»l|p 
that  he  held  the  crown  before  him* 
Midailll.      Midas  HI.  ton  of  Gordiusy  was  the  firft  among  fomeigft 
princes  that  fent  donations  to  the  oracle  at  Dt^bi  i  he 
preletited  that  d^ity  with  the  royal  feat  or  tribunal^  froiil 
whence  he  ufed   to  adminifter  jufiice.     Her^dotuSi  itt 
whofe  time  it  was  flill  to  be  feen,  commends  it  as  a  fito 
of  moft  exquifite  workmandiip  "*" :  at  that  time  it  ftoo4 
by  the  golden  cups,  \^ith  which  Gygis  king  of  Lytha  had 
prefent^  the  fame  oracle ',  for,  afipr  AUdaSf  Gygts  was 
the  firft  of  the  Barbarians^  as  Herodotus  informs  us,  whd 
lent  prefents  to  Delphi  \     Perhaps  thii  Midets  was  fiic- 
ceeded  by  another  Gordius ;  for  We  find,  that  tfa«  kings 
of  Phrygia  took  alternately  (be  name^  of  Gordius  and 
Midas^ 
Midas rV.     Midas  IV.  lived  in  moft  cahniitous  times^  ^hen  the 
Year  of.  Cimmerians^  being  driven  out  of  Europe  by  the  Scythians^ 
At  flood  invaded  J/m  Minor ^  poflefled  themfelves  of  Sardis^  nxi 
jJJ^Xl    wiade  a  moft  dreadful  havock  of  the  Lvdian^t  Papblago^ 
Bet.  Chr.  „iansy  jLSid  Phrygians.    Mtdas^  not  finding  Wmfelf  isi  a 
^^^^5-     condition  to  oppofe  fo  powerful  an  enemy,,  aftd  forefeeing 
^^^^^■^  the  many  evils  that  were  inevitably  to  fall  upon  binfj 
thought  beft  to  prevent  them,  by  putting  ad  ehd  to  hia 
unhappy  days,  which  he  did  accordingly,  driAking  dS  a 
large  cup  of  bulPs  btoOd  f.    And  this  is  the  firft  tiaie  thai 
we  find  this  fort  of  death  mentioned  in  hiftory :  his  esE^ 
ample  was  followed  long  after  by  P/ammitichui  king  of 
'  £gypt$   and  ThemiJIocles  the  Athenian.    Pluiarch  *  feyijr 
that  Midas  thus  ended  his  life,  being  driven  to  defpair 
by  frightful  dreams  and  apparitions;    but  tbefe,  in  dU 
likelihood,  were  occ|fioned  from  the  terror  and  confter-^ , 
nation  he  was  in  sit  the  approach  of  fo  dreadftd  and  mer^ 

<  PoLYJENus,  lib.  vii.  *  Herodot.  lib.  i.  c.  14.  &  I. 

viii.  c.  138..      «^  HEito»oT.  I.  il  c.  14,         «  Hait0tfot.  iBu 
y  STkAB.  1.  i  EvsTATHtYS  VU  OdyS.  A*        •  Ptwt'AaCHi  ik 
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cflrfs  an  enemy.  JUidas  had  two  Tons,  j/drq/lur,  and 
another,  whofc  name  is  i\ot  mentioned  in  hiftory,  Jdra** 
Jiu$y  having  Mnfortunately  killed  his  brothci^iri  his  father's 
Mfe-tinic,  and  being  thereupon  baniihed  Phry^ia^  repaired 
to  thp  court  of  Crctfm  king  of  Ljdia^  who  not  only  pu- 
tified  him,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe  days,  from 
th^  blood  he  had  innocently  (bed,  but  earneftly  preiTed 
h^n  to  i;emain  at  his  court^  afiuring  him  he  ihould  want 
Tor  nothing  that  Crcefus  could  give  him.  Adrajtus  com* 
plied  with  his  requeft,  and,  being  intruftcd  with  the  edu- 
cation of  the  king's  favourite  fon,  by  name  Atys^  he  un« 
fortwiatcly  killed  him  too  at  a  chace  \  which  fo  grieved 
him,  that  he  bid  violent  h^nds  on  hlmfelf,  though  Crcefus 
liad  seneroufly  forgiven  him  *•  In  him  ended  the  royal 
famify  of  Pbrygia^ ^wYivth  became  a  province  of  the  £jr- 
dian  monarcbv,  and  continued  in  that  ftate  till  Cropjus 
vi^  conqMetcO)  and  all  Lydia  reduced  by  Cyrm^  as  we 
4tiaU  relate  in  the  hiftory  of  Lydia. 

s  ?:  c  T-   V. 

^h^  bipry  cf  Phry^a  Minor; 

THE  trail  we  commonly  call  Phrygia  Minor  was  an-  jv^^//; 
tiently  ftiled  Troas^  Teucria^  and  Dardania^  from  * 

kings  (hat  reigned  in  that  country*  It  was  alfo  named 
Id4ea  from  mount  Ida^  and  Phrygia  from  the  Phrygians^ 
whp  wer^  ms^s  of  great  part  oif  it,  fome  (ky  before. 
Others  a/t^r  thp  deftru£lion  of  Troy :  the  epithet  of  Minor 
w^  9dd(fd,  todiftioguifh  it  from  the  ptber  Phrygia^  where 
Midas  reigned,  as  ^uji^thins  exprefles  himfelf  f.  In  the 
reign  of  king  Priam  the  name  of  Troas  generally  prc- 
vaiiiedt 

This  country  was  divided  into  two  parts,  the  maritim  Difyifion. 
called  Hellefpontiaca^  and  the  mediu»anean  termed  Epi^ 
Ifitus.  The  former  borrowed  its  nanje  frpmi  the  HelUf" 
font^  and  extended  along  the  coaft  from  '^he  town  of 
Percote^  to  the  prpmontory  Le£ium  or  LeSion^  oppofite 
to  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Lejbos.  This  part  was 
properly  called  Troas  or  Troia^  though  the  Trojan  king* 
dom  extended  from  the  river  Afopu^  to  the  baoks  of  the 
Qaicm  b,  including  not  only  TroaSy  but  alfp  the  Gnater 
and  LifferMyfia.  Epij^etuij  or  the  i^nA  part  of  Phrygi/i 

*  Hbrodot.  ubi  fiqpra,  c  35. 4i.  41-  45-         •  Eustath. 
Jb  O^mts.  vcr.  810.        ^  Strab.  1.  xiii.  p.  582, 

Minor ^ 
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Mtftprf  extended  to  the  neighbourhood  of  mount  Olympus 
in  tht  Greater  Myfia.  This  part  at  firft  belonged  to  Prw 
ftas  king  of  Bithyniny  who  yielded  it,  by  agreement,  to 
Eumenes  king  oi  Per  gamut ;  whence  it  was  czSedEpiSfetus^ 
tiiat  is>  acquired.  However,  thefe  appellations  are  fre- 
quently confounded,  and  both  attributed  to  all  Phrygia 
Minor  {P^)- 

Phrygia  Mintr^  as  predifely  as  we  can  gather^  lay 
between  the  fortieth  and  forty- fecond  degree  or  north-la« 
titude,  and  was  but  of  a  very  (inall  extent  in  longitude'^ 
which  we  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine,  there  l^ing  a 
great  difaefeement  among  authors,  as  to  the  boundaries  of 
the  inland  provinces.    In  gei^eral  we  may  fav,  that  Phry^^ 
gia  Minor  J  as  comprehending  both  the  Helfejpontiaca  and 
Epitietus^  was  bounded  by  the  Propontis  on  the  north, 
by  the  Mgadn  fca  on  the  fouth,  by  Myfia  Minor  on  the 
eaft,  and  the  HeltefpoHt  on  the  werf. 
Cities  of       On  the  coaft  were  the  cities  of  Percote^  Ahydus^  Arijba^ 
Phrygu     Dardanumy  Rhetum^    Sigeum^  Troy^   or  Ilium^  Larijfa\ 
Mmor.      Colonttj  Alexandria^  ^roasy  &c. .  Percote  is  often  men* 
tioned  by  Strabo^  PHny^  Arridh^  and  Homer ^  who  fpeaks 
of  one  MerotSj   and   his   two  Tons,  m   b^ng  of,  this 
city  «.    Abydos  was  built  by  the  Milefianr  on  the  Hellef- 
pontj  and  became  famous  for  the  poetical  Aory  of  Hera 
^  ;      -  and  Ltander^    Here  it  was  that  Xerxes  began  hia  bridge 
{6  much  talked  of,  over  which,  in  feven  days,  and  (even 
nighu^  he  marched,  according  to  Herodotus^  feventeen 
hundred  thou(and  foot,  and  fourfcore  thoufand  horfe,  ex* 
clufive  of  the  camels  and  carriages*    Here  all  Alexandef'% 
cavalry,  and  moft  of  his  infantry,  landed  under  the  com- 
fnand  of  Parmenio^  on  their  paffing  out  of  Europe  faito 
Afia4    The  geographers  are  generally  of  opinion,  that  the 
'  catties  of  the  Dardanelles  were  built  on  the  ruins  of  Sejios 
and  Abydos :  but  they  are  manifeftly  miftaken  i  for  thfe 

«  Homer.  Iliad  a.  ver.  izg^  '    > 

(A)  Strabo  fometimes  difUo-*  giasi  viz.  the  Greater,  where 

guilhes     Troas    Helle/pontiaca  Midas  reigned,   extending   as 

from  EpiSetus,  and  fometimes  far  as  Pifidia ;  the  Lejer^  ly- 

confounds  them ;  nay,  he  often  ing  on  the  Helle/pont,  and  from 

makes  EpiStetus  part  of  Phry-  thence  coaching  to  mount  Olyf^' 

gia  Major  (69),  whefein   he  pus ;  the  third  he  calls  EpUli- 

agrees  with  Ptolemy,     Eyjia-  tus,  and  places  it  wosLtPory* 

fhius  diftinguilhes  three  Phry-  Uum. 

(69)  Strab.  I.  xU.  p.  374.  388.  J93r  \   . 
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C.  X.  "The  Hiftcry  of  the  Fhrygiaiis. 
caftles  are  dirc£My  oppofitc  to  each  other,  whereas  $ejl6i 
was  a  great  way  nearer  the  Propontis  than  Abydos ;  and 
Strabo  *  reckons  3750  paces  from  the  port  of  Ahydas  to 
that  of  Sejios.  Befides,  there  are.  no  remain$  of  antiquity 
to  be  feen  near  the  caftles,  but  very  remarfcaWe  ones  three 
miles  farther,  where  the  chanel  is  confiderably  narrow- 
er *  (B).     Arifiaj  the  place  appointed  for  the  general 

rendezvous 


4% 


^  Strab.  1.  xiii.  p.  460.  ^  TouRNEFORT  voyage  au 

Levant-    Spon  voyage  d'ltalie,  Dalmatie,  &c. 


(B)  The  Hille/pont^   every 
one  knows,  fignifies  the  fea  of 
Itelit ;  for  the  antients  tell  us, 
that    a  daughter  of  AtbMmas 
king  of  ^hthtSy  whofe  name 
was  HtlU^  was  drowned  in  that 
chanel,  as  ihe  was  carrying  the 
golden  fleece  to  Colchis  with 
her  brother  P/&r>yr«/ (70).  The 
name  of  Dardanelles  is  proba- 
bly derived  from  Dardanum,  an 
antient  city  not  far  from  the 
caftles  bearing  that  name.  This 
.  ftreight  was  antientiy  called  the 
Hellefponf^  and  the  freight  of 
Abydos ;  bat  it  now  goes  under 
the  following  names, /i&f/?r#rfifr/ 
•f  Gallipoli,  the  chanel  of  the 
Dardanelles,   the  arm  of  St. 
George,  from  a  famous  church 
of  5/.  George  in  a  village  called 
Feriftafis^  not  far  from  Gallipo- 
it :  it  is  known  to  the  Turks  by 
the  name  of  Boghas,  or  freight 
9f  the  White  fea.  The  mouth 
of  the  chanel  is  defended  by 
two  new  caftles,  which  Mabo- 
met  IV.  built  in  1659.  to  fe- 
ture  his  fleets  againfl  the  infults 
of  the  Venetians^  who  uied  to 
attack  it  in  fight  of  the  old 
caflles.    The  waters,  thatf^s 


through  this  flreight  from  out 
ofxheProfontis,  flow  with  great 
rapidity ;  when  the  north  wind 
blows,  no  (hip  can  enter ;  but, 
when  it  is  fouth,  the  Current 
is  fcarce  perceptible.  Toumefort 
(71)  tells  us,  that  the  mouth  of 
the  Hellefpont  is  four  miles  and 
an  half  over ;  but  Le  Brun  ( ^2) 
fays,  that  it  is  only  a  mile'and 
a  quarter.  Spon  (75)  informs 
us,  that  where  the  old  caftles 
ftand,  the  Hellefpont  is  near 
two  miles  broad ;  and  that  the 
very  name  of  Ahydo  or  Avido 
is  unknown  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  place.  But  Le  Brun  af- 
fures  us  (74),  that  the  ftreight 
at  the  old  caftles  is  only  half  & 
mile  over,  and  that  one  of 
them  is  ftill  called  Seflof^  and 
the  other  Abydos  or  Avido ;  he 
adds,  that  this  fea,  where 
broadeft,  is  but  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  o\^,  and  half  a  mile 
where  narroweft:  among  the 
antients,  Strabo  (75)  allows  it 
about  a  mile  in  the  narroweft 
place;  P%  (y6)  and  Hero^ 
dotus  (yy),  feven  furlongs  or 
ftadia ;  and  Pofybius,  only  two 
{y8).    Of  Abydos  v/z^-Ltandcr, 


(70)  Esffiath  in  Dionyfi  p,  8lo.         (yt)  Tournefort,  vbifupra.       '(72)  Le 
^  Brun  -unjoit  au  Levant,  (73)  5^^,,  ubi {up.  (74)  tt  Brun,  uhi 

PfP\       (75)  Sttah.  I.  xiii.  ^  405.      (76)  ?/,>.  /;  vul  c.  \z,     (77)  Hirodot. 

,    who 
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'-  rendc^vout  qf  JUxander*^  army,  after  he  had  pafTed  the 
HelUfpont.  Dardanunty  built  by  king  Dardanus^  near  a 
promontory,  bearing  the  fame  n^me.  This  city  was  the 
refidence  of  DardanuSj  and  his  fucceflbr  Erichthonius*  It 
communicated  its  name  to  the  neighbouring  country,  and, 
in  length  of  time,  to  all  Troau  Some  think,  that  the 
Dardanelles  borrowed  their  name  from  this  city.  Here 
Mithridates  and  Sylla  concluded  a  peace.  Some  (ay, 
wkh  what  foundation  we  know  not,  tYi^t  Dardanum  m2& 
the  patrimony  of  Mneas.  Rhateum,  memorable  for  the 
tomb  of  Jjaxj  who  was  faid  to  have  been  iotiprred  there  '• 
Sigeuniy  feated  on  a  promontory  of  the  fame  name,  whence 
that  (ea  is  called  the  Sigean  feaS.  On  this  promontory 
was  the  tomb  of  Jchilles^  which  Alexander  honoured  with 
a  vtfit,  and  in  antient  times  a  ftatue  of  the  {^ancJcit'/Ies  \ 
with  ear-rings  like  the  ftatue  of  a  woman,  which  Terttei^ 
lian  *  interprets  as  an  argument  of  bis  effeminacy  m  point 
of  drefs  (C). 

Trot, 

*'Strab.  1.  xiii.  p.  409.  «  Vuio.  .£Desd.  ii.  vct.  3^iah 

^  Salmas.  Plinianae  eaoercitat.  p.  610.     ^  Tsrtui..  de  poUio. 


who  ufed  to  Airim  from  thence 
to  ^/«/,  to  viilc  hii  miftrefi. 
One  night   the  fea  w^  very 
rough,    and    he   near   being 
drowned.  Martial  makes  him 
addrefi  the  waves  thus ;  Parcita 
dumpritpero  $  mer^gife,  dumredeo. 
He  is  reprefented  on  the  me- 
dals of  Carifcalla  and  Alexam^ 
der  S events,  as  conducted  by  a 
Cupid  fiying  before  him  wkh  a 
torch.  The  inhabitsmts  of  this 
city  made  a  vigorous  refinance 
agaioH  PMip  ciMacedon  «  and, 
when  they  were  notaUe  to  hold 
out.  any  longer,  chofe  rather  to 
deilroy  themfelves  than  fuboiit 
to  the  conqueror.    Jbjdgs  W4^ 
taken  by  the  Tiri/,  thro*  the 
treiacbery  of  the    governor's 
daughter,  in  the  year  1530.  It 
will  not  be  amifs  to  obferve 
here,  «hat  what  Uetgdotui  (79} 


l^^X^ oi Xerxes ^yvi,  that  he 
ordered  goo  laihes  to  be  given 
to  the  fea,  and  a  pair  of  ikt^rs 
to  be  thrown  iotoit,  for  haviflg 
broke  down  the  &rft  bridge  he 
built  here^  is  looked  apoa  by 
fome  as  quite  £ibuIous.    QilUe 
(80)  thinks,  that  this  piece  (^ 
foUy  was  £rft  laid  to  his  charge 
by  the  Gr^ri  poets,  and  that 
Herodotus  took  the  thing  too 
feriouily ;  the  300  iaflies,  iays 
this  writer,  intimate  300  an-* 
chor^  that  were  thrown  intQ 
the  fea  to  fix  the  ihips  that 
formed  the  bridge  ;  and  by  the 
pair  of  fetters  are  meant  the 
two  iron  chains,  thai  faftened 
them  together  at  both  ends, 
and  on  each  iide. 

(C)  Pliny  (81)  places  not  far. 
from  hence  the  tomb  ofPrete^ 
Jtlam,  with  trees  fet  roaad  it  of 


(79)  HeTsieu  L  Yii,  c,  35.     {80J  De  Bojp,  Three,  /.  ii.  c,  i».      (81)  PIi%  - 
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ex.  Tie  H^oryof  fiePhry^Ms:  ^Ss 

TROYy  or  Ilium,  z  city  of  great  fame,  and  made  im*  Troy       ' 
mortal  by  the  inimitable  poems  of  Homer  and  f^irgil^  was 
^uilt  by  Tros  king  of  that  country,  who  called  it  Troy 
from  his  own  name,  and  liium  from  that  of  his  fon  Ilm. 
It   ipras  feated  on  a  rifirig  ground   near  mount  Idaj  and 
about  five  miles  from  the  ffore.     There  were  fcarce  any 
remains  of  it  to  be  feen  in  Straio*$  time,  and  moft  of  the 
antient,  as  well  as  the  modern  writers,  cpnfound  the  old 
and  new  Ilium.     All  ^  Strabo  fays  of  its  fituation,  is,  that 
the  new  Ilium  or  Troy  was  30  furlongs  nearer  the  (bore 
than,  the  old  city.     This  new  city  was  reduced  to  a  villagp 
in  the  time  of  Alexander  theGreaty  remarkable  for  nothing 
tut  a  temple  oi  Minerva,  which  that  prince  vifited  aftcyr 
having  defeated  Darius  on  the  banks  of  the  Granicus,  and 
enriched  with  offerings,  beftowing  ample  privileges  on  thp 
jplace,  and  honouring  it  with  the  title  of  city.     He  like^- 
-wife  ordered  the  buildings  to  be  repaired,  and  the  wholp 
city  to  be  cmbclIMhcd,' which  Mras  performed  hy  Lyjimachus^  . 
one  of  his  generals,  who  furrounded  it  with  a  wall  of  40  *  .       T 
furlongs  in  circuniference.    This  new  city  was  almoft  * 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  the  former,  and  was  more  like 
a  village  than  a  city,  when  the  R^emans  firft  entered  Afia. 
As  thej^  pretended  to  be  the  genuine  offspring  of  the  an- 
tient Trojans,  no  coft  nor  pains  were  fpared  to  reftore  it 
to  its  former  luftrc,  cfpecially  in  the  time  of  the  Cafan. 
Cafdr  Attguflus  fent  thither  a  qojony,  embellifliedthc  city     ^ 
with  many  ftately  buildings,  and  enriched  it  with  moft  amp         ' 
pic  privileges  and  exemptions. \  And  of  this  Ili^m  arc, 
without  all  doubt,  the  ruins  v^h^ch  ^e  to  be  feen  at  prer 
ktkU  Bellonius  ^  tells  us,  that  in  hiitiinc  the  walls  wc^e  yet 
flanding,  with  the  ruinous  monuments  of  their  turrets  j 
and  that  he  fpent  four  hours  in  compaiffing  them,  pactfy  ou 
horfeback,  and  partly  on  foot..    He  o^erved  round  the 
walls  a  great  many  marble  tombs  of  mc^  exquifite  work- 
manihip,  with  their  covers  intire.    Two  <rf  tbcfe  were 
*  Strab.  1.  xiii.  p.  411.  >  BsLLtniiul,  I.  ii.  c.  6. 

t  rcrf  extraordinary  nature  ;  ihooting  up,  and  dyifig  awa^, 

for,  when  they  are  grown  up  has  continued,   fiiys  oar.atf- 

to  fachan  heiglit  ftitobedif-  thor,   ever  finee   they    Werfe 

covered  from  7iN9r,  theytbe^  firft    jhtnitd;  thkt  ii,   fiw^ 

to  wither,  ztiA  ibon  afteir  die  1  ikt  death  of  Fnu/lam,  vihA, 

(faeii  t)iey  (hbot  np  2^9,  and  inthtS>#/«i»expe4itioD^Wasthe 

thrhre  till  they  are  erown  up  firft  among  the  Greeh  that  fet 

to  their  former  height,  wheiv  -  foot  in  J^;  axKl  the  firft  thAt 

they  begin  anew  to  decay  an^  was  flaiil.  V        :  ;'I  .cC  S 
ffithcn  and  this  viciffitode  of 

Vol.  IV.         '  Hh                          fliU 
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rben  Mr.  Spom  a  vifited  thofe  places,  vho 
^  &c  they  were  in  tbe  ftile  of  die  antient  Ra- 
ad  not  ndike  Aofe  that  are  to  be  feen  at  Arks  \ 
)  he  condudes  them  to  be  tbe  remains  of  that  Trtj 
\  fcboilt  hj  die  Romans.  Bdlanius  likewife  ob- 
themms  of  three  great  towers,  one  on  tbe  top  o( 
yi  not  £u  from  the  Ihore,  another  about  tbe  middle, 
d  Che  third  at  the  bottom,  with  a  great  many  large  cif- 
I  toiecehre  the  rain-water.  As  to  the  fo  much  cde- 
rhrers  Xm^lms  and  Simu^  he  calls  them  fmal 
fanioka,  and  adds,  that  in  fummer-time  they  are  quite  diy. 
Bot  Stmifs  •  thinks  diey  are  not  lo  contemptible  as  Bellt 
mm  makes  them,  who  perhaps  miflook  others  for  them. 
Sfm  •  oblcnred  on  the  South  of  the  haven  three  celuouis 
Ijing  among  the  briars,  of  which  two  were  intire>  and  each 
of  one  fin^  piece,  being  tUrty  fieet  long ;  the  third,  whiA 
was  broken  in  three  places,  was  thkty-five  feet  in  length, 
and  four  feet  nine  inches  in  diameter ;  they  were  all  dute 
j(^^  i^of  sranate.  he  Bnm  ^  fpeaks  of  great  remains  of  a  mod 
hi  Jtm  mi  noUe  ftnidure,  whicb  he  vifited,  at  the  difhnce  of  about 
Ttvf.  fi^  miles  from  the  coafL  The  four  gates  of  this  great 
edifice,  at  that  time  intire.  Were  about  forty-five  feet  in 
bc^bt,  and  near  them  fiood  a  wall  of  an  excraordinaiy 
thickiie6,  with  fourteen  gates  of  a  competent  fize  ^  tbe 
veftigQ  of  this  mag^cent  ftru^re  took  up  an  hundxtk 
and  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  an  hundred  in  breadth.  Oui 
nuibor  thinks,  that  thefe  ruins  may  vie  with  any  monu- 
aencs  of  antiqaiqr  he  ever  fitw.  Tne  harbour  of  Troy,  ft 
mich  (poken  of  by  the  antients,  is  now  quite  choked  i/p 
with  fend  ;  however,  there  are  fiill  to  be  feen  fragments 
•f  cohmans,  to  which  they  feftened  their  fhq»  and  gallia; 
iud,  as  diefe  were  phced  round  it,  Spon  thinks,  that  dx 
port  was  about  a  nnle  and  a  half  in  circumference.  *  h 
to  antient  IBmmy  we  fliall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  it  mac 
^A  length  in  the  reign  of  king  Priam^  when  it  was  takes 
and  fawlinaQles  by  the  Graks^  after  a  ten  years  fi^e. 
TPrnw  .  Teoas  Jkxmubria  was  fituateJ  between  the  prooMinto- 
liei  of  Liffwn  a^d  Sigeum^  and  is  named  by  Stepbamu  io 
^the  fecond  place  ^mong  the  eighteen  cities,  wliich  were  b 
called  from  AUxandqr.  It  is  fametimes  named  Mexandm 
without  the  appellation  cif  Xraasy  a«^  ibraetimes  Tfoi 
— -^  -  t  dliat  of  jOexandria  or  AlMwdna ;  which  has  made 
linky  thaWflfonwi/yatf  aad  Troas  were  two  djfercnt 
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cities.  Its  firft  name  was  Anfigoniat  from  \ta  founder 
jtntigonus^  which  was  afterwards  changed  hj  Lylimachttt 
into  that  of  Alexandria^  in  honour  of  AUxander^^.  'Diiy 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  place  meant  by  the  apoftle.  Ails  xx. 
6.  it  being  at  that  time  the  metropolis  of  the  province  ; 
it  lies  now  in  ruins,  and  is  called  by  the  Turh  EJki-Stam'^ 
houl.  Thefe  are  the  chief  cities  on  die  coaft ;  the  others 
are  but  of  fmall  account,  and  therefore  we  ihall  dwell  no 
ion«r  on  this  fubje£t.  "- 

Of  the  rivers  that  watered  Troas  or  Phrygla  Minor^  we  Xivirs'^ 
Ihall  only  mention  the  Scamander  and  Simois^  rivers,  as 
Afila  writes  Jf,  greater  by  fame  than  by  nature.  The  Sea* 
numder  rifes  from  mount  Ida,  and,  having  received  within 
its  banks,  not  far  from  Troy^  the  Simeisj  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  Mgaan  fca,  over-againft  the  ifland  of  Xenedos.  , 
It  is  faid  by  Herodotus  to  have  been  drunk  up  by^the  army 
of  Xerxes. 

Pliny  •  calls  it  a  navigable  river,  and  difiinguiflies 
it  from  the  Xanthusy  though  it  is  certain,  that  thefe 
are  but  two  different  appellations  of  one  and  the  fame  ri- 
ver. Its  original  name  was  Scamander ;  but  it  was  after- 
wards called  alfo  XanthuSy  becaufe  it  was  believed  to  com- 
municate a'  yellowilh  tin^ure  to  the  fheep  that  drank  its 
waters  ^  Homer  tells  us  »,  that  it  was  named  Scamander 
by  men,  and  Xanthus  by  the  gods.  This  river  was  ho- 
noured by  Hejiod  with  the  title  of  Divine  Scamander.  It 
was  a  cuftom  among  the  Phrygian  brides  to  bathe  them- 
felves  before  marriage  in  this  river,  ufing  on  that  occafion 
the  following  words,  Receive^  O  Scamander,  my  virginity. 
Which  opportunity  one  Cimon^  an  Athenian^  taking  hold 
of,  under  the  dilguife  of  a  river-god,  deflowered  Callirrhoe^ 
a  noble  virgin,  at  that  time  betrothed,  and  thereby  occa- 
iioned  the  abrogating  of  that  fuperftitious  ceremony. 

The  Simois  fprings  likewife  out  of  mount  Ida^   falls  Mount 
into  the  Scamander  near  Iliimiy  and  difcharges  itfelf  into  Ida« 
a^Mgaan  fea,  as  we  faid  already.    Whatever  thefe  rivers 
were  in  antient  times,  they  are  at  prefent  but  fif^all  brooks, 
if  the  accounts  of  our  modern  travellers  are  to  be  depended 
upon. 

Ida  is  the  only  mountain  of  this  country  that  defervcs 
notice.    It  is  rather  a  ridge  of  hills,  than  a  fingle  one ;  for 

^  Plinius,  r.  v.  c.  30.      Strab.  lib.  xiii.  p.  408.    *  Pom- 

JON.MbLA,  l.i.  C.    18.         *  pLlNlUS,    l.V.C.30.        *.®L1AN. 

de  animal.  I.  viii.  c.  21.      Ubiv^  Sfi^vESTfiti  de  flominibtts. 
Maximvs  Tyrivs,  ferm.  xii.      « Ilt»d.  xx.  ver.  74. 

6ha  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4€8  The  Hytory  of  the  Phry^ans.  B.  1. 

it  extends^  ftom  the  city  of  Zehia:,  near  the  borders  of 
Mxfia  Aftnor^  to  the  promontory  LeSfum.    We  arc  told 
by  the  poets,  that  Paris  on  this  hill  being  chofcn  judge  by 
the  three  contending  eoddefles,  decided  the  controverfy  i|i 
•ftvour,of  Venus^  which,  fay  they,  occafioned    the  de- 
ftru£Hori  of  Troy. 
SmI  mud        The  foil  of  this  country  was  antiently  reckoned  among 
tJimate.     the  moft  fertile  that  were  then  known.    It  was  productive 
of  whatever  was  rcquifite  for  the  pleafures  of  life,  and  yield- 
ed to  no  fpot  that  lay  under  the  (ame  happy  parallel ;  nor  at 
this  day  are  there  wanting  figns  and  fufficient  indica- 
tions thereof,  though  it  is  now  in  part  uncultivated   and 
negle£led.    Our  modern  travellers  defcribe  the  Afiatic 
coaft  of  the  HelUfpont  as  a  moft  beautiful  and  fertile  trad 
of  land,  the  hills  being  covered  with  vineyards  and  oJivc- 
plantations,    and    the   vales  productive    of   all  forts  of 
grain  w, 
Tenedps.       Over-against  Troy  lay  Temdos^  about  two  leagues 
from  the  Ihore,  and  formed  the  Trojan  harbour.     As  all 
the  fplendor  and  magnificence  of  this  ifland  ftood  and  fell 
with  Troy^  it  will  not  be  improper  to  infert  here  afuc- 
cinfl  account  of  it.     All  antient  writers  agree,  that  this 
ifland  was  firft  called  Leucophrys,  and  afterwards  Tenedos 
Tcnnci      from  OT\tTene$  or  TenneSj  who  brought  a  colony  thither 
ginfet      [from  the  continent,    Tennes    was  Ton    to  Cyatus  king 
namttothtot  Co/one  in  Troas^  and  is  defcribed  by  Diodorus  Sieulus  « 
ifland.       as  a  man  of  great  probity  and  juftice,  having  been  greatly 
beloved  by  his  fubjefis  during  his  life,  and  adored  by  them 
after  his  death.    The  antient  inhabitants  of  Temdos  gjiive 
the  following  account  of  him,  which  Diodorus  Sieulus  looks 
'  upon  as  fabulous,  but  Suidas  and  Paufanias  feem  to  ere- 
^liZils    dit :  Tennes^  fay  they,  was  fon  of  Cycnus  and  Proclea^ 
A,^«#.,-^..   fifter  to  Caletory  who  was  killed  by  Aj^^  w  attempting  to 
burn  the  (hips  of  Protejilaus.    Cycnus^  after  the  death  of 
his  wife  Proclea^  married  Philonomo ;  who,  falling  in  love 
with  her  ftep-fon  TenneSy  and  finding  that  (he  could  by  no 
means  make  him  comply  with  her  inceftuous  defires,  com- 
plained of  him  to  her  hufband,  as  if  be  had  offered  violence 
to  her.    Stephanus  adda,  that  the  evidence  flie  produced  in 
^  proof  of  her  charge,  was  a  player  on  the  flute.  Cycnus^  giv- 
ing more  credit  to  his  wife  than  his  fon,  caufed  him  to  be 
£but  up  in  a  cheft,  and  thrown  into  the  fea,  which  otirried 
the  cheft  fafe  to  the  ifland  we  are  fpeaking  of,  where  Ten-^ 
ms  was  received  as  f<^nt  by  the  gods^  and  with  loud  accla- 
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madons  proclaimed  king.  Some  writers  tell  us,  that  his 
iifter,  by  name  Htmitbeay  not  caring  to  outUve  her  bro- 
ther, was  at  her  own  requeft  with  hini  locked  up  in  the 
cheft.  Some  time  after  Oicnut^  being,  convinced  of  his 
fon's  innocence,  failed  to  fsnedes  to  crave  his  pardohi  and 
exprefs  the  concern  he  was  in  for  fo  hafty  and  inhuman  a 
refolution.  But7>»»/x,  inftead  of  receiving  him,  went  to 
the  harbour,  where  with  an  hatchet  he  cut  the  cable  which 
fattened  his  father's  ihip  to  the  fliore.  This  hatchet  was  car- 
ried by  Pertclytus^  a  citizen  of  Ttnedos  to  Delphi ^  and  there 
lodged  in  the  temple  of  JpoUo.  The  Tinedians  caufed  t^ 
others  to  be  made  refembling  this  in  fhape  and  fize,  which 
they  con&crated  in  the  temple  of  their  cily.  Thefe  ad- 
ventures gave  birth  to  two  famous  proverbs  among  the  an- 
.tients  (D). 

S  E  C  T- 


4^9^ 


(D)  The  one  is  Tif'i«A/0' 
-ttWAwrAf,  that  if,  the  Tettidian 
piayir  m  thifluii^  a  faying  ufed 
by  the  antients  to  reproadi  a 
fklfe  evidence.    The  other  Tf- 
vitAt^  *9iKiKv(^  that  is,  tht 
Ttfudian  ax,  an  expreffion  ufed 
to  iignify  a  quick  and  an  unal- 
terable reflation  (8  a}.    jiri- 
Jt9tii,  cited  by  Stiphamu,  ex- 
plains this  in  a  different  man- 
lier.   He  fays,  that  a  king  of 
^enedoi  having  enaded  a  hw 
forbidding  adultery  on  pain  of 
death,  the  firft  thattranfgreifisd 
diis  law  was  his  own  Ion,  who 
was  therefore  beheaded  with  an 
ax.    Stiphanm  adds,  that  the 
heads  of  the  two  lovers  back 
to  back  were  reprefented  on 
the  medals  of  the  iftand,  and  on 
the  reveHe  the  ax  with  which 
they    were    beheaded.    It  is 
certain  ieveral  medals  of  thb 
kind  have  been  found  in  that 
ifland.    Some  take  thefe  two 
heads  to  be  thofo  of  ^innes  and 
hi»  fitter  Htmitbea,  others  df 


yupitif'y  and  fome  Amazan, 
who  might  have  founded  a  city 
in  Tintdos,  The  ax  on  the  re- 
verfe  was  the  inftrument  ufed 
by  the  inhabitants  in  the  execu- 
tion of  dieir  crimmals.^  Suidat 
tells  us,  that  Tinnest  after  he 
was  fettled  on  thethroneof  ?>- 
nedoSf  ordered  an  officer  to  ftand 
behind  the  judge  in  all  puUic 
trials,  with  an  ax  in  his  hand, 
ready  to  firike  off  the  head  of 
fuch  as  ihonld  give  fal(e  evi* 
dence  ;  and  hence  Tf,i^/^ 

fo'p  that  is,  A  man  of  Tene- 
dos,  an  advocate  of  Tenedos, 
were  expreffions  u^d  to  iignify 
a  man  or  a  judge  of  great  fe- 
verity  (83).  Nothing  has  ren- 
dered diis  ifland  more  famous 
than  the  fiege  of  Troy.  It  was 
within  fight  of  that  powerful 
dty,  as  Firgsl  ohkrves  (84)-: 
he  fuppofes,  that  the  Gretkt 
concealed  themfelves  behind 
this  ifland,  when  they  feign^ 
to  raifc  the  fiege.     After  the 


(Si)  EfMjmi  adag,  chiliad,  \y*  cent,  i.  ^»j;  ^-. — . 

'ik  \u  SpiJI,  ad  ^  fratrcm.  Toamefort  'voyag,  auMev, 
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SECT.     VI. 


Of  the  antiquity^  gwirnmeniy  lawsy  religion^  r«- 
ftoms:^  arts^  learnings  and  trade j  of  the  Tro- 
jans. 

^tifHt/j.  »TP  H  E  inhabitants  of  Le^r  Phrygian  or  Trojans ^  fo 
A  called  from  7r^j>,tbc  metropolis  of  thatCQuntry,  wer^ 
without  all  doubt,  a  very  antient  people ;  but,  as  to  their 
orig'mal,  there  b  a  great  difagreement  among  authors. 
Soaie  make  them  Samotbraclans  by  defcent,  othtisGruisj^ 
aod  tell  us,  that  Teucer^  according  to  them  the  fiifl  king 


fall  of  Tfty^  the  inhabitaiits 
wf  ce  brooghc  fe  Ipw,  that  they 
ffave  thcmfdves  up  to  their 
neighbours  ^  Paufaidas  ob- 
ierves.     Timidjis  was  one  of  the 
^rd  conquefts  of  the  Pfrfians 
after  ^e  overthrow  of  the  lo- 
mioMs  at  the  iile  of  Lada  (85). 
It  was  reduced  by  the  jitbA" 
miamsyor  at  lead  fided  with  them 
againlb  tktLacedtrmomanSf&acc 
Nicokcbusj    admiral  of  Laci- 
ddmon^  ravaged  this  ifland,  and 
jaifed  contributions  in  it,   in 
fpite  of  thcvigilanccof  the  J>i&«. 
nian  generals.  The  Roifiaiis  en- 
joyed 'Jinidai  in  their  turn,  and 
the  temple  of  that  town  was 
plundered  by  T/rr/i,  who/ as 
7W/f  informs  us,  carried  away, 
to  the  great  grief  of  all  the 
inhabitants,  the  datue  of  TVv- 
Ms  founder  of  the  city  (86). 
I'his  ifland  is  about  e^hteen 
miles  in  circumference.  It  had 
one  city,  two  havens,  and  a 
temple  dedicated  lo  Apollo  Smin- 
tbiusy  of  which  idol  we  (hall 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  prpfent- 
ly.   There  are  no  ruins  to  be 


icen  at  Taiid$s,  except  thofe 
of  the  granaries,  which  Jufii* 
niaB  caufed  to  be  bnilt  as  a  re- 
pofitory  for  the  cpm  that  was 
brought  from  AUxaniria  to 
ConftantinopUt   left   it   fhonhl 
mould  on  ihip-bosynl,  the  vefle)s 
bein^  frequently  wind-bound 
fo^  a  CQnfiderable  time  at  the 
entrance  of  the  "Dardangifet. 
Thefe  magazines,  as  Procapitu 
informs  us,  were  two  handreil. 
and  eighty  feet  long,  and  mne- 
ty  broad  (87).   The  xnulcate 
wine  pf  this  ifland  is  the  moft 
delicious  of  aH  the  Lewmt,  and 
though  it  is  not  ^lebrated  hy . 
the  antients  as  that  cfScio  and 
Lfjios,  yet  it  may  be  proved, 
ft(>m  feveral  medials,  that  Tg- 
mdos  has  in  all  times  produced 
great  plenty    of  good  wine^ 
fince  on  the  reverfe  of  fome 
medals  in  that  ifland  is  to  be 
feen  the    branch   of   a   vine 
charged  with  grapes  1  a  plain 
indication  that  it  was  in  antient 
times  famed  for  this  produc* 
tion. 


(85)  Herodot,!.  vue.  31.     (S6)  Cic.  pro  maniLpn  S^bir^M,  pnArdf. 
f^etA,         (87)  ^rocop.  de  adific,    Jujiin,  /.  v.  ^.  i.        . 
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d£  Troy  J  wa8  by  birth  an  Athenian^  and  lord  of  a  village 
named  Axonus.     Some  derive   them    from  the    ifland 
of  Critey  from  whence  they  fuppofe  Phrygia  Minor  to  From 
have  been  peopled ;  but  thefe  are  again  divided  among  nvhm  do* 
themfelves  as  to  the  leader  of  this  colony,  fome  beftowing^mifc/* 
that  honour  on  7ir^/r,  others  on  IX^rdlt^ffirx.  Some  will  have 
them  defcended  from  the  Jr<adians^  and  there  are  not  want^ 
ing  writers  who  make  them  even  come  originally  from  Italy  % 
'Which  opinion,  though  defiitute  of  all  probability,  was  em* 
braced  by  Virgil^  as  moft  redounding  to  the  glory  of  that 
country,  and  perhaps  current  amone  the  Romans  in  his 
days.     Bochart  f  thinks,  that  Lejpr  Fbrygia  was  planted 
by  JJhkenaz^  Gomor^s  eUcfi  fon,  there  being  the  footfieps 
of  his  name  in  the  Jfcanian  lake ;  and  a  river  called  Jf^ 
^uintus^  with  a  bay  of  the  fame  name  in  Bithynia^  and  like- 
"wife  in  a  city  named  JJcania  in  Ltffir  PMygia^  with  ifles 
cm  the  coafl  named  the  Jfcanian  ijtands :  he  alfo  obferves, 
that,  befides  Jfcamus  the  fon  of  JEneas^  Homer  mentions 
a  king  of  that  name,  who  was  at  the  fiege  of  Troy.  Hence 
he  concludes,  that  a  colony  was  led  by  AJhkma%  out  of 
greater  Phrygioy  )vhere  his  father  had  fettled,  into  Troas 
or  Lejfir  Phrygia ;  and  that  by  this  colony,  and  their  dc*- 
fcendents,  that  trad  of  country  was  peopled,  which  from  , 
the  Mgaan  fea  extends  along  the  coafi  of  the  HelUfpont  and 
the  Propontis  to  the  Pontus  Euxinus  or  Axmus^  as  it  was 
firfl  called  by  the  Greeks^  which  he  fuppofes  to  be  a  cor- 
ruption for  thefoa  of  Afhkenaz.     He  obferves,  that  the 
Scripture,  among  the  nations  which  were  to  be  called  by 
the  MeJes  under  Cyrus  to  deflroy  Babylon^  mentions  Jra^ 
rati  Minni^  and  Jjhkenaz.    And,  to  prove  that  the  Jfi- 
kenaz  mentioned  in  Scripture  were  the  people  of  thefe  parts, 
he  Ihews  out  of  Xtnophon  \  that  Hyftaffes^  having  con- 
quered Phrygia  that  lies  on  the  HelUfpont^  brought  from 
thence  many  of  the  horfe,  and  other  foldiers,  which  Cyrus 
carried  with  him  to  the  fi^  of  Babylon^     But,  whoever 
was  the  progenitor  of  the  nrft  inhabitants  of  this  country, 
it  is  certain,  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  their  blood  was  mixed 
with  that  of  foreigners,  namely,  of  Myjiansy  Samothra" 
ciansy  Greeks^    and  Cretans^  vrho  fettled  among  them, 
^nd  were  re(;koned  of  fhe  fame  defcent  i/Kh  the  anticnt 
proprietors. 

As  to  their  government,  it  was,  no  doubt,  monarchical  Govont^ 
and  hereditary  ;  for,  from  Dardanus  to  Priam^  we  find  the  1 
father  confbntly  fucceeded  by  the  fon,  or  the  elder  brother 

y  Phaleg.  1.  iii.  c.  9.  *  Cyropacd.  I.  vii. 
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by  the  younger.  Their  country  was  at  firft ,  like  moft  others  > 
parcelled  out  into  feveral  petty  kingdoms;  for  wc  read  o* 
Cycnus^  PandaruSy  Eurypylus^  and  other  princes  of  fmal* 
territories;  within  the  limits  of  Leffir  Pbrygia  s^.  But  aj' 
thefe  were  in  length  of  time  either  driven  out  by,  or  made 
tributary  to,  the  Trojan  kings  ;  infomuch  that  Strata  ^ 
enumerates  no  fewer  than  nine  fmall  kingdoms  or  princi- 
palities fubjefl:  to  Troy;  befides  the  ifland  of  L^Jios.  And 
this  is  what  drew  out  the  Trojan  war  to  fuch  a  length ;  for 
all  thefe  countries  were  to  be  fubdued,  before  Troy  could 
be  invcfted.  Diodorus  Siculus  informs  us  S  that  the  2r^- 
jans  were  fubdued  by  Ntnus ;  but  Philojiratus  tells  us  in 
cxprefs  terms,  that  they  were  allies,  and  no-way  vaiTals 
or  tributaries  to  the  Jfyrians.  The  Trojan  kings  feem  to 
have  been  abfolute,  and  in  no  refped  controulable  by  the 
fubjed.  But  we  (ball  have  occafion  to  refume  this  fubjedl, 
when  wc  come  to  their  hiftory. 

We  have  no  particular  fyftcm  of  their  laws,  and  (hall 
therefore  pafi  to  their  religion. 
Religion.  As  to  the  religion  of  the  Trojans j  it  was  in  fubftance 
hardly  different  from  that  of  the  inhabitants  x)f  Greater 
Phr  gidy  which  wc  have  already  defcribed.  Their  prin- 
cipal deities  fecm  to  have  been,  Cybele^  or,  as  they  ftilcd 
her,  the  great  mother  of  the  gods ^  who,  according  to  the 
common  opinion,  was  brought  into  Troas  froni  Crete  by 
Teucer^  lord  of  that  ifland,  and  the  progenitor  of  the 
Trojans  ^  ;  (he  was  chiefly  worlhiped  on  the  hills  of  Jda^ 
jpindymUiy  Berecynthus^  and  Cyhele^  whence  fhe  borrowed 
her  name :  Apollo^  who  had  a  temple  in  thcT  citadel  of 
jTrdj,  called  Pergamus ;  in  this  tempfc,  and  by  this  god. 
Homer  feigns  that  Mneas  was  concealed,  till  the  wounds 
'  he  had  received  in  an  encounter  with  r*       '  cured 

I  Dianoj  JppUo*s  motk  :  Mi- 

',  from  whofe  ternple  Vi  lly  de- 

^a  dragged  by  fhe  \\&i  while 

The  palla  'n  flames  ?.     The  fame  was  a 

dium.  of  this  goddefs,  holding  ,  buck* 

ip  the  other,  (o  contrive^  as  to  move  them, 
!  time  roll  her  eyes  ip  a  threatening  manner, 
that,  while  ilizTrojans  were  ere£ling  a  tem- 

^ their  citadel,  thisltatue  fell  from  heaven  into 

.  the  temple  before  it  was  covered  j  whereupon  an  oracle, 
*    *  being  confultcd,  returned  anfwer,  th^it  the  city  of  Troy 

•  DiotoR.  SicuL.  1.  V.       Strab.  1.  xiii;  p.  408.        ^  Ibid. 
.«  Ubi  fupx;^..      ^  V^RCIL.  1.  iii.       «  iEn^id.  ii> 

could 
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could  not  be  taken  fo  long  as  it  cnjovcd  thislieavenly  gift ; 
which  coming  to  the  knowlege  of  the  Greets^  Dtomedis 
and  Ulyjfes  got  privately  into  the  caftle,  killed  the  guards, 
and,  by  bereaving  the  Trojans  of  their  main  defence,  cna* 
bled  the  Greeks  to  take  the  city.     All  the  Rimfm-  writers 
aflurc  us,  that  this  talladium  was  brought  into  Italy  by 
Mneas^  and  lodged  firft  at  Lavinium^  afterwards  2it  Jlba^ 
and  at  laft  removed  to  Rome^  and  depofited  there  in  the 
temple  of  Vejia^  under  the  care  of  the  Fejfals  and  the  Naii^ 
tian  family.    The  Romans  were  fo  ftrongly  poffeffed  with 
the  falfc  notion,  that  the  city,  which  was  bleflcd  with  this 
valuable  treafure,  could  never  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands, 
that  Metettus^  feeing  the  temple  of  Fefta  all  m  flames, 
ventured  his  life,  without  the  Ifcaft  hefitation,  to  rcfcuc 
this  facred  depofitum ;  and  was  on  that  fcore  thanked  by 
the  fenatp  and  people  of  Ronu^  as  if  he  had  faved  the  rc- 
public.     The  Romans  univerfally  believed  thcmfelvcs  ma- 
tters of  the  true  palladium'^  bat  could  never  fliew  how  they 
'  came  by  it.    For,  to  fay  that  it  was  in  Troy  when  the  city 
was  taken,  is  the  fame  as  to  deny  its  boaftcd  virtue  of  ren- 
dering that  city  impregnable  in  which  it  was  lodged.     On 
the  other  hand,  if  it  was  ftolen  by  the  Greets  before  they 
entered  Tr^v,  how  could  ^neas  bring  it  into  Italy  (E)  ? 

Venus 

(E)  There  U  g  eat  variety  brought  him    the    palladium 

ofopinions  among  the  an tients  as  part  of  her  fortane;  that 

as    to    the  7rojam  palladium.  D/tn/^?«w  iirft  ercfted  a  temple 

Some  tell  at  (88),  that  a  king  in  Samotbract  to  this  and  other 

of   Phrygia    Major  prefent^  deities,,  and  afterwards  took 

Ilus  with  apyedox,  warning  them  wtthliim  into  P^^//?  on 

him  at  the  fame  time  to  build  the  HtlUfpont,  Lycopbron  fccms 

a  city  where  the  ox  fiioold  lie  tofnfinuate,  that  the  falladiam 

down  i  that  Ilus  followed  him  j  was  a  Pbanician  goddefi ;  for 

and,  in  the  place  where  he  lay  he  calls   Ulyffes  A2A®/f6aii^or 

^own,  built  a  city,  calling  it,  ksS'jta    ^otphn^  09£f    (90). 

from    his  own    name.  Ilium.  Jobamtes   Antiocbenns^   Eufta' 

They  add,  that   //«/,  having  tbius^  and  others,  fay,  that  it 

"  defired  Jupiter  to  fignify  bis  was  made  by  a  certain  mathe- 

approbation  by  fome  vifibJe  to-  matician,   and    covered  over 

ken,  found  the  palladium  next  with  an  human  ikin  (91).  Jw 

morningbcfore  his  tent.  Others  Hut    Firmicus   (92),     Clemens 

fay  (89),  that  Ci^ry//  daughter  (93),  and  Arnobius  (94),   tell 

'  p(  Pallas,  marrying  Dardamts,  us,  that  the  gentiles  believed 


(S8)  Jpollod,  /.  ill.  (89)  flJt  Rofinum  Momofi.  antiquitat.p,  147. 

(OO)  Seldenui  di  diis  Syris,  fyntag^  u.-  (9* )  ^'/</"'.  vbi  fu{^ra,  Jyntag,  i. 

/9*)  /)*  erroreprofanar,  religion,  e.  i6.  (9.0  Infrotrept,         (94)  Ad- 

^verjht  genres^  l^'XY, 
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Venus  alfo  is  counted  among  the  Tr^/tfii ddttes ;  but,  as 
to  Vejiay  whom  Mmas  is  fatd  by  the  poets  to  have  carried 
ID  to  Italy  with  bis  houlbold  gods,  we  find  not  any  foot- 
fteps  of  woribip  paid  her  at  Troy.  She  was  indeed  wor- 
(biped  all  over  Greece^  where  there  was  not  one  city  but 
could  fhew  a  temple  dedicated  to  this  goddefs,  with  a  lamp 
alwavs  burning  in  honour  of  her  ;  which  has  made  fome 
thinlc,  that  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  Fifta  were  intro-' 
duced  into  Italy  by  the  Greeh^  and  not  by  the  Trt* 
jam  f . 

Among  the  other  7r^'^»  deities,  we  find  mention  made 
of  Apollo  Smintbiusj  (o  ftiled  from  the  Phrygian  word 
fminthos^  fignifying  a  field-moufe*  We  are  told  S»  that  this 
fort  of  vermin  made  fuch  a  devaftation  in  the  fields  of  Traasy 
that  the  inhabitants,  finding  all  other  means  of  ridding  the 
countrv  of  them  unfucceisful,  had  recourfe  to  the  oracle 
of  Delphiy  which  anfwered,  that  they  ihould  be  delivered 
from  that  plague,  if  they  facrificcd  to  Smintbian  JpolU^ 
which  they  did  accordingfy,  and  moreover  ereded  a  tern* 
pie  in  JmaxiiOf  a  city  of  Troas^  to  their  pretended  deli- 
verer, addreffins  him  under  the  title  of  Smintbian  Jpolb^ 
Others  ^  relate  die  matter  in  a  different  manner  ;  and  tell 
us,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Troas  worihiped  mice  for  hav- 
ing on  a  certain  occafion  gnawed  the  bowftrings  of  their 

'Prvdentivs  contra  Symmach.  .1.  ii.  (eft.  8.  ^St&ab; 
].  ziii.  p.  41$.     ^LiAK.  vit.  H.  1.  iv.  ^  Folemo  apa4 

Clem,  protrcpt. 


it  to  have  been  made  of  the 
.  bones  of  Pelops.  According  to 
the  common  opinion,  it  was 
fiolen  out  of  the  citadel  of  ^Trpy 
by  Diomides  and  Uljifa  ;  but 
fome  tell  us,  that  the  true  pal- 
la  Mum  oever  fell  into  the  hands 
of  i\ktGrieks^  it  being  carefully 
^ncealed,  and  another  of  the 
fame  ihape  and  fize  expofed  to 
puttie  adoration.  This,  fay 
they,  was  carried  off  by  Diomi' 
des  and  Uljjfts  ;  but  the  trad 
palladium  remained  in  ^roy  till 
Mneas  removed  it  from  thence 
to  Laviniufn*  But,  as  this  is 
derogating  from  the  virtue  of 
the  tT\xt  palladium,  and  putting 
it,  as  it  were,  upon  the  fiune 


level  with  a  faUe  one,  fince  it 
was  not  aUe  to  fave  the  city 
in  which  it  was  kept ;  othen, 
to  mend  the  matter,  fuppoie, 
that  ^he  Greiks  returned  the  ' 
palladium  to  the  Trojans,  or  ra- 
ther to  Juntas,  being  warned 
fo  to  do  by  the  orades.    Bat 
we  (hall  have  occafion  to  exa- 
mine, in  the  courfe  of  this  bi- 
fiory,  the  truth  ofMmas*^  voy- 
age to  Jtaly,  and  addfomething 
relating  to  this  £unons  idol.  In 
the  x^ean  time  we  may  obferve, 
that  there  was  another /^i/Zif- 
ditkn  of  great  fame  worfliiped 
at  Athens^  which  Nicias  toA 
placed   in  the  caftle   of  that 
city. 

*      enemies 
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Enemies,  and  thereby  fecured  a  complete  viflory  to  the 
Phrygians.  The  worfhip  of  JpoIU  Sminthius  was  intro- 
duced into  JldQ^9  the  iue  of  Tenedosj  and  other  coun- 
tries ;  for  Strabo  V tells  us,  that  a  moufe  was  engraved  at 
the  foot  oi  ApoUo^s  ftatue,  in  a  temple  of  Chryfa^  a  city  pf 
Mffia^  to  iinfold  the  reafon  of  his  being  furnamed  Smin- 
tbtan  :  he  adds,  that  the  ftatue  was  done  by  Scopas^  a  cele^ 
brated  ftatuary  of  Paus.  The  lame  author,  in  fpeaking 
pf  the  ifle  of  Ttfudos^  (k^s,  that  it  had  one  town,  two 
havens,  and  a  temple  dedicated  to  Smnthian  Apolh  (F}« 
As  to  the  religious  cuftoms  and  ceremonies  of  the  Trojans^ 
we  are  almoft  intiidy  in  the  dark  s  but  we  may  fuppofe 
Aem  to  have  bepn  much  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Pbrygia  M^w. 

The  charaaer  we  have  pf  the  Trojans  is,  that  they  were  charac- 
a  brave  and  warlike  people  ;  and  in  this  we  ihall  be  more  tsr. 
con&med,  when  we  come  to  view  their  behaviour  in  the 
feign  of  Jung  Priam f  when  they  withfiood  for  nine  years. 
wim  uncommon  bravery,   the  coAibined   forces  of  all  ^ 
Grace.    They  feem  to  have  entertained  a  fond  veneration 
for  their  deities,  and  a  great  refped  for  their  priiKes ;  for 
we  do  not  find  in  their  hiftory  any  kind  <^  inteftine  broils, 
or  plots,  or  confpiracies  againft  the  prince  on  the  throne, 
whoever  he  was* 

Wb  can  fay  nothing  particular  touching  the  cuftoms  of  Cufiomi, 
the  Trojans^  their  civil  concerns,  or  their  arts  and  learn-  language, 
iag ;  they  are  celebrated  by  the  antients  as  one  of  the  moft  &c. 
pdiite  and  civilized  nations  of  thofe  days;  and  in  the  reigns 
of  their  later  king^  they  arofe  to  a  yery  confiderable  pitch 
of  fplendor  and  magnificence,  thofe  great  ejpcouragers  of 
arts  and  induftry.    Their  language  was  in^all  likelihood 
the  fame  that  ivas  fpoken  by  the  inbabit^ts  of  Greater 
Pbrygia ;  and  perhaps  in  all  that  tradl,  which  was  afterwards 

luiownby  the  name  of  Jfia  Proper^  the  feveral  nations 

fpoke  one  and  the  fame  tongue,  with  feme  variation  of 

dialed. 

Their  trade  we  can  only  guefs  at  frpm'thetr  fituation,  Trade. 

which  very  likely  drew  merchants  from  all  the  neighbour- 

^  Ubi  fopra. 

(P)  Toumefirt  (95)  mentions  \ttft  a  two-edged  ax  j  the  othet 

two  medals  oiTenedost  the  one  beairs  two  heads  back  to  back, 

^th  Jpolio*^  head,  and  under  and,  on  the  reverfe^  the  famd 

itamoufc^  having  on  there*  ax  with  two  mice. 


(^5]  ttumefort  voyage  eu  JLifanu 
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Jog  parts  to  traffick  in  their  country,  as  well  for  their  own 
erowth,  as  for  foreign  produ£Hons.  Their  country  wat 
nocked  with  many  ufeful  commodities,  and  muft  have 
abounded  in  all  things  nece/Tary  for  life,  fince  it  could  fup- 
port,  for  many  years  together,  two  very  confiderable  ar- 
mies, as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  following  feSion.  Their  fet* 
tiements  in  Thrace^  in  Peloponnefui^  in  Sicily  ^^  in  Italy  % 
in  Egypt  »,  and  in  Afric «,  are  a  convincing  proof,  that 
they  applied  themfelves  pretty  early  to  trade  and  naviga- 
tion, which,  in  all  likelihood,  were  the  fources  of  the 
riches,  fplendor,  and  power,  wherein  they  far  excelled 
all  the  ftkes  round  them. 


SECT.    VIL 
the  reigns  of  the  Trojan  kings^ 

7*R0JSy  OX  Phrygta  Minor y  was  in  all  likelihood  govern- 
ed by  kings  before  the  reigns  of  Teucer  and  Dardanus  ; 
for  Sirvius  names  out  of  Nero*%  Troika  one  Cynthius  king 
of  Troas  Jong  before  Teucer.  But,  as  the  Tryan  hiflory 
of  that  epoch  is  either  febulous,  or  altogether  uncertain, 
it  were  Idl  hbour  to  make  a  narrow  fearch  into  it.  k  is 
no  lefs  uncertain  which'  of  the  two  abovefaid  princes 
reigned  firft,  fome  writers  giving  the  precedency  to  Ten- 
cer,  others  to  Dardanus  ;  and  truly  this  is  fo  darK  and  ob- 
fcure  a  fubjefl,  that  every  one  may  fay  what  he  lifts.  We 
fhall  follow  the  moft  common  opinion,  and  begin  with 
Teucer^  without  pretending  to  add  any  thing  of  our  own, 
or  entering  into  the  merits  of  fo  perplexed  a  caufe. 
Teucer.  ^  Teucer,  thefon  of  Samander  andAafc,  that  is,  born 
in  Pbrygia  near  the  river  Scamander  and  mount  Ida^  ruled 
over  all  Troa$  or  Phrygia  Minor.  He  is  faid  to  have  been 
very  fortunate  and  fuccefsful  in  all  his  undertakings  ;  but, 
what  they  were,  we  find  no-where  fpecified.  Having  no 
iffue  male,  he  married  his  only  daughter,  by  fome  called 
Baftay  by  others  Afia^  by  others  Arijba^  to  Dardanm^ 
fettling  therewithal  the  crown  of  Phrygia  on  him,  and  his 
dcfcendents,  Thofc  who  make  Teucer  a  Phrygian  by 
birth,  fuppofe  him  to  have  come  to  the  crown  by  a  lineal 
defcent  j  and  place  Cynthiusj  whom  we  have  mentioned 
above,  among  his  anceftors  j  fo  that,  according  to  thcfc 

*  Pausamias,  1.  ii.  8c  y.  i  Strab.  1,  vi.  »  Diod. 

S:c,  I.  i.  c.  I.  »  Heropot.  I.  iv. 

writers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C.  X.  Tbi  Hi/tory  of  tbi  PJirygians. 

ivritcrs,  Tiucer  was  not  the  founder  of  the  Trojan  king- 
dora,  but  the  laft  of  a  lone  feries  of  kings  prior  to  tbofe 
of  the  Dardanian  family  fprung  from  Dardanu$  and  Ea^ 
Jia.  From  Teuctr  the  country  was  called  Ttucriay  and 
the  inhabiunts  Teucri  (G). 

Teucer 

(G)  This  is  the  opinion  of    and  yrtry  likely  did  not  depart 
J>ioi9rm  Sieulus^  ancf,  at  wie    from  it  in  fu<^  things  as  no- 


477 


have  hinted^  the  moft  common, 
However,  V^irgiU  who  had  as 
good  means  to  c6me  at  the 
truth,  4»  any  other  conk)  have. 


way  concerned  AuguJIus^  makes 
Temcer  9^  Cretan^  and  delivery 
hb  opinion  as  follows : 


Cr$ta  y^vis  magui  medUjaeit  infiJm  ponio^ 
hbn»4d^us  u^,  btgiMtu  cwuibula  noftne. 
Citttttm  urhts  habitant  magnas,  ubirrima  rtgna* 
JAaximus  inie  pater ^  fi  rite  audita  recorder^ 
Temeriu  Rb^tea$  primum  eft  adveBus  in  orai, 
Optmfitfui  locum  regno:  nondum  lUt^m^  &  arcis 
PergameAjleterani  :  babitahant  njallihus  imis. 
Hinc  mater  cnJtrix  Cybeie,  CorybanSiaqui  drap 
Idtnmque  mrnus  ;  bine  fidafilentiafacris, 
Etjun&i  currum  domina  fubien  teoms  (96^^. 


^  7/Af#r,  then,  according  to  thofe 
who  follow  FirgiPi  opinion, 
which  is  afcrib^  to  Berofus^ 
vras  the  fon  of  one  Seamander^ 

'  a  native  of  Crete^  from  which 
iiland  Teucer,  retiring  in  the 
-time  of  a  great  femine,  pat  to 
iea  with  the  third  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  aucfk  of  new 
feats,  and  arrived  at  that  part 
of  Pbrygia  which  lies  on  the 
Hellejftnt,  Here  he  hmded, 
not  ht  from  the  Rbatean  pro- 
montory i  and,  being  the  firft 
night  gready  annoyed  by  vaft 
nombers  of  mice,  he  refolved 
to  fettle  there  in  compliance 
with  the  oracle,  which  had  di- 
je^ed  him,  before  he  put  to 
fea,  to  fix  where  he  fhoold  be 
atucked  in  the  night-time  by 
an  enemy   fprong   from   the 


earth.  His  firfl  care  was  to 
raife  a  temple  to  Jpoilo  Smin^ 
thins,  who  was  pidured  tread* 
ing  under  &ot  a  moofe,  called 
in  the  Cretan  or  Phrygian  lan- 
guage fminthos.  He  gave  new 
names  to  the  hill  and  river  near 
which  he  landed^calling  the  one 
Ida,  from  an  hill  of  the  fame 
name  in  his  native  country; 
and  the  other  Scamander,  which 
was  the  name  of  his  father. 
This  river  to  that  time  had 
been  called  Xtnthns;  whence 
Homer  fays,  that  it  was  called 
Xantbuj  by  the  gods,  and  l^ca- 
mander  by  men,meaning  there- 
by, that  the  former  was  the 
more  antienc.  He  likewife  in- 
troduced the  wor&ip  oiCyheU 
according  to  thorites  that  w^re 
pradifed  in  Crete,  where  that 


(96)  Mneid*  I.  UL  ver,  104, 


goiJefs 


Digitized  by 


Google 


47^  The  H0ory  of  the  Phry^ao^  B.t; 

Dardanos.     Tbucer  was  fucceeded  1>y  Vardanustht  foil  of  Ctry^ 
tus  or  C^thusy  by  EU^a  the  daughter  of  Atlas.     Cory^ 
tus  was  king  of  Samothrace^  and  had  by  EUSira  two  fens, 
/tT^f^x  and  Dardanus^  and  one  daughter  by  name  Har- 
monia.    Dardanus  fucceeded  his  fiither  in  the  kingdom  of 
Samothracej  where  he  ereded  a  fiatcly  temple,  and  inftituted 
religious  rites  and  ceremonies  in  honour  of  Pallas  and  the 
other  gods,  whofe  ftatues  his  iirft  wife  Chrjfe  had  brought 
with  her  as  part  of  her  fortune.    This»  tx^ther  with  the 
many.exceilent  laws  he  is  faid  to  have  qiaSed  on  his  ac* 
'ceffion  to  the  crown,  gained  him  the  reputation  of  a  wife, 
juft,  and  reli^ous  pnnce ;   inlbmuch  that  Ttuctr^  who 
was  ftricken  in  years,  and  fiad  no  iflue  mal^  invited  him 
over  int9  fhrigia^  gave  him  in  marriage  his  oidy  daugh- 
ter Bafta^  and  appointed  hnn  hb  hdr  and  fuoceflor  to  the 
kingdom  of  Phrygian  which,  after  the  death  of  Teuar^ 
he  ruled  with  the  fame  moderation,  equity,  and  reli^n, 
as  he  had  done  that  of  Samothrace.    He  wag^  war  with 
the  neighbouring  princes,  namely,  with  the  Papblagomans  \ 
and,  as  he  was  always  attended  with  fuccels,  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  new  kingdom  by  con(idend>le  acquifi- 
tions.    He  built  two  cities  :  the  one  he  honoured  with  hit 
own  name,  ftiling  it  Dardana  or  Dardama^  and  this  be 
chofe  for  his  royalfeat ;  the  other  be  called  71^^^,  from 
Thymbraus  one  o^  his  intimates.    Having  (ctded  the  civil 
concerns  of  the  kingdom,  and  nude  many  ufbful  jaws  for 
the  due  adminifhration  of  juftice,  which  he  looked  upon 
as  the  bafis  of  regal  authority,  he  applied^  himCdf  indrely 
to  religious  matters.    The  palladium j  or,  as  others  will 
have  it,  the  palladiums  (H),  vrere  by  his  orders  brou^t 
over  into  Pbrygia ;  as  for  the  other  gods,  vidiich  he  had 
with  his  firfl  wife,  they  were  left  in  Sam$tbracg  till  the 
death  of  his  brother  laj^s^  who  governed  that  ifland  in 

the 

foddeft  was  fappo&d  to  have  two  palladtims,  or  .  ftatues  of 

iroaght  forth  and  nurfed  Jgpi^  Pallas,  and  that  they  were  botk 

tfr.    Some  think  the  audio-  of  equal  virtue,  the  oracle  hav* 

rity  ofFirgil,  with  regard  to  ing  promifed,  that  the  city,  in 

Tiuctr,    to  be  of  very  great  whicheither  of  them  was  kept, 

weight,  fmce  it  no^ways  con-  ihouid  never  be  liable  to  any 

cerned  Augufius  whether  Tew  difiiders.  Dionyfius  Halicarna/' 

<er  was  of  CreUy  or  not.  Jsnfis  gives  us  the  words,  whith 

(H)  Some  writers    tell  us,  the  oracle  was  faid  to  have  ut- 

that  bardanus  had  with  Cbryfe  tered,,  and  are  the  Mowing ; 
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the  abfence  of  Dardanus  (I).     Dardanus  had  two  wives, 
die  firft  named  Cbryft^  an  Arcadian^  by  whom  he  had  two 

fons,  ^ 

Fata  dahunt  uriem,  foteris  qua  conden  facra^ 

CaUfhfqui  ilUtfiftu  coUre  atque  choreis. 

iMuwra  namqui  dedfervabis  aree  repofta 

Palladis  ;  h^ec  quoniam  c^it  tua  regia  conjuxy 

Semjotnra  titam  durisfrocul  omnibus  urbtm. 

One  of  thefe,  ^y  they>  was        (I)  In  what  has  been  &id  of 

ftolen  out  of  the  dtadd  of  7>9f  Dardanus ,  we  have  followed 

by  Dioitudes  and  Vljjfes  ;  bat  Homer,  Mauethoy  Diodorus,  Di* 

the  other  was  brought  byJEneas  onyfius  HaUcamaffinfis^  Eufibi^ 

into    Itafy   (97).     But  Varr§  us^  Cyrillusy  ddrenus^yahaunes 

(98)    tells  us,  diat  t\ie  palla-  Tls^/x//,  &c.  but  r/rg-// and  the 

dium  was  brought  to  Rome  by  poets,  to  flatter  Auguftus,  make 

one  Nautes  I  and  adds,  that  the  Dardanus  {on  of  EleSira^  not 

friefthood  cifMimr^a  was  he-  by  Cor  it  us ,    but    by  Jufiisr. 

reditary  in  his  family.    Others  And  as  to  Coritus,  they   will 

{ay,  that  Dhmedes,  after  the  have  him  to  have  been  king  of 

deftru^on  of  Troy,  being  dri-  Hetruria,   and  not   of  Samo^ 

yen  by  a  ftorm  on  the  coafts  of  tbraee.    Firgil  tells  us,   that 

Italy,  and  there  order$xi  by  an  Dardanus  paiTed  out  of  Hetru- 

.oracle  to  return  the  palladium  ria  into  Samotbrace,  and  from 

to  the  Tryans,  icnt  it  to  JEneas  thence  into  Fhrygia,     He  ex- 

hy  Nautes,    one  of  ASneas^s  prefles  himfelf  thus  (99)  - 
friends  and  companions. 

Eft  locus  (Hifieriam  Graii  eoguonnnt  dicunt)  ; 
Terra  antiqua,  ft  ens  armis,  *  atque  ubere  glib  a  : 
Oenotrii  coluere  *viri  :  nuncfama,  minores 
Italiam  dixijfe,  duds  de  nomine,  gent  em. 
Ha  nobis  froprhe  fides  :  bine  Dardanus  ortus^ 
lajiu/que  pater,  genus  a  quoprincipe  noftrtm* 

And  elfewhere  (loo) ; 

Atque  eqtddem  memini  (fama  eft  obfcurior  anms) 
Auruncos  ita  ferre  fenes  \  bis  ortus  ut  agris 
Dardanus  Ideas  Phrygiapenetra<vit  ad  urbes, 
Tbreiciamque  Samum,  quA  nunc  Samothracia  firtur* 
Hinc  ilium  Coriti  Tyrrbena  ab/ede  proJeBum, 
Aurea  nunc  foRo  ftellantis  regia  call 
Aecfpit,  &c. 

Fi>^// docs  not  tell  us  on  what    cany;  but  Amus  informs  u?, 
occaiion  Dardanus  quitted  Tup-    that,  after  the  death  of  Coritus, 

{<yj)  Proe^,  de  Bttt.  Gofb,  /. !.      Ifaae  Taetsies  in  Caffkndram  Lveopbron* 
^.146.  [1^%)  Vsrro  defamitiis  Rom.  spud  SiTvium,         (99)  i^»r/</.iii» 

9trf,  X63.  (100)  Mneid,  /.  vU.  v/r/^205. 
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fons,  Idaus  and  Dimas  %  the  other  Bajiat  who  likewiic 
bore  him  two  fons,  Zacynthiis  and  Ertcbtbonius.  Idaus 
and  Dimas  J  according  to  Dionyftus  Halicamaffinjis  <>,  in* 
herited,  in  right  of  their  mother,  the  territories  of  their 
grandfather  in  Arcadia^  whence  they  led  colonies  into 
Afta^  being  forced  to  quit  their  own  country  by  frequent 
inundations.  Zacynthus  planted  a  colony  of  Phrygians  in 
an  ifland  of  the  Ionian  fea,  which,  from  himfelf,*  he  called 
Zacyntbus  ^.  Erichthoniui  fuccteded  his  Either  in  the  king^ 
dom  of  Pbrygia^  as  we  fliall  prefenty  fee.  As  to  his  fiftcr 
Harmonia^  ihe  married  Cadmus  founder  of  the  ThebaH  king- 
dom, whom  her  brother  lajius  had  initiated  in  the  myfteries 
of  religion.  We  ihall  have  occafion  to  (peak  of  her,  and 
her  hu(band  Cadmus y  when  we  come  to  treat  of  the  The- 
ban  kingdom.  Dardanus  reigned  in  Pbrygia  64  or  65 
years  ;  and  was  fuceeeded  by  his  fon 
Erichtho-  Erichthonius,  who,  treading  in  the  footfteps  of  his 
i^<>**         father^  #as  revered  by  h^  fubje£b^  and  greatly  refpefted 


*  DioNYS.  Halicar.  L  i. 


'  Ibid. 


the  two  brothers  Dardanus 
and  lafius  falling  out  about 
the  fucceflion  to  thecrown,  the 
former  killed  the  latter,  where- 
upon he  was  obliged  to  fave 
himfelf  by  flight  from  the  Tuf- 
cans^  and  from  Siculus  king  of 
Spairt^  and  brother  to  ElfSira^ 
who  was  come  to  compofe  their 
diffi^rences.  The  fame  Annus 
gives  the  name  oi  CombUhafcus 
to  the  father  of  Dardanus  and 
Idfiusi  and  adds,  that  the 
word  Coritus  was  a  title  of  dig- 
nity. ApollodoruSf  in  his  bibu- 
lous hiftory  of  the  Gneks^  tells 
us,  that  Ja/oHf  as  he  fliles 
him,  and  Dardanus^  were  fons 
of  Ele3ra^  the  daughter  of 
Atlas  and  Jupittr ;  that  the 
former,  being  pa^onately  in 
love  with  Certs^  and  attempt- 
ing to  raviih  her,  was  thunder- 
flruck^  and  t\AX,Dardanut^9nA 


fo  concerned  for  the  death  of 
his  brother,  that,  abandoning 
Samothrace  hU  native  country^ 
he  retired  to  the  oppoiite  con- 
tinent, where  he  was  kindly  re« 
ceiyed  by  Teucer  king  of  ?bry- 
gra,  Jfaacius  Tzetxes  (9)thuik8y 
that  Dardanus  was  forced  by 
an  inundation  to  leave  Sanu* 
thrace.  As  to  Atlas  the  father 
of  EleQra^  fome  fay,  that  he 
was  king  ofMauntania,  others 
of  Samotbracty  and  that  he  gave 
his  daughter  in  marrii^e  to 
Coritus^  who  had  by  her 
Cbry/e  &tfk  wife  to  Dardasau, 
Boccace  (10)  is  of  opinion, 
that  Atlas  was  neither  an  A/ri* 
can  nor  a  Samothracian^  bat  an 
Italian.  The  want  of  good  au- 
thorities in  this  point  of  antient 
hidory  has  given  every  one 
leave  to  fay  what  he  picafcd. 


(9)  U^j>9lUm'um. 


()c)  De  gen,  deor.  /.  iv.  o  8. 
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by  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  with  whom,  as  he  was 
more  inclined  to  the  arts  of  peace  than  war,  he  carefully 
maintained  a  good  underftanding.  The  long  quiet  he  en- 
joyed gave  him  an  opportunity  of  heaping  up  immenfe 
riches,  which  Hom^r  takes  notice  of,  without  burdening 
the  fubje£l  with  taxes  and  impofitions.  By  his  ^ife  JJiy^ 
4chi  he  had  but  one  fon  named  Tros.  He  reigned,  accord- 
ing to  fome,  forty-fix,  according  to  others,  feventy-five 
years  ;  and,  dying,  left  the  kingdom  of  Phrygia  in  a 
moft  flourilhing  condition  (K). 

Ok  the  death  of  Erichthdniusy  Tros  afcended  the  throne  j  Tros. 
and,  in  the  vtiy  b^inning  of  his  reign,  laid  the  tounda-  ( 

dons  of  a  city,  which  became  foon  the  moft  famous  of  al} 
Mi.  This  grand  Work  being  at  bft  fini(hed,  he  invited 
ail  the  neighlx)uring  princes,  except  Tantalus  king  of  £/- 
pylus^  to  2&}&zx.  the  folemn  dedication  of  the  new  city.  Why 
Tantalus  was  omitted,  we  know  not ;  but  he  highly  refented 
fuch  a  contemptuous  behaviour,  as  he  called  it ;  and,  foon 
after,  had  a  feir  opportunity  of  ihewing  his  refentment.  For 
Ganjmedis^  a  youth  of  extraordinary  beauty,  and  the  darl- 
ing of  his  father  Tns^  being  fent  by  him  with  a  fplendid 
retinue,  to  carry  prcfents  of  great  value  to  Japiter  £ur§' 
^itasy  in  paffing  through  the  territories  of  Tantalus^  was 
not  only  detained,  but  abbfed,  by  that  vitious  and  impious 
king  (L).  This  indignity  the  generous  youth  took  fo  to 
#  heart, 

• 
-    (K)  JfolloJortuu\Uus,thzt    not  a  Gr^#i  tranflation thereof i  .  * 

Erichthoniu4  had  an  elder  bro-  for  the  Grais,  as  Plato  ob- 
th^,  byname  Ilus,  who  died  ferves  (ii),  ufed  to  tranflate 
before  Bis  father,  and  a  iiHer  foreign  names  into  their  own 
called  Id^a,  who  married  Phi'  languagt^  as  the  Egyptians  did 
neus  II.  king  of  the  Tbracian  all  Greek  names  into  theirs. 
T^jw,  whom  we  fhall  have  oc-  Somc^  finding  a  king  oi  Athens 
cafion  to  mention  in  th^hiflo-  bearing  the  fame  name,  infer 
jy  of  Thrace,  As  the  name,  from  thence,  that  the  Trojans 
of  Erichthonius  is  inureiy  Greek,  v/eie  ori^na^y  Jthenians.  An 
fome  have  concluded  from  opinion  built  on  fo  flight  a 
thence,  that  the  Greek  toflgue  foundation  is  ftarce  worth  re« 
began  very  early  to  prevail  in  fating. 
Phrygia  ;  which  argument  (L)  The  fiiblc  of  Ganymede^s 
would  be  of  no  finall  weight,  being  taken  up  into  heaven  by  . 
could  they  bat  prove,  that  7^//^  is  varioufly  interpreted; 
Erichthonius  was  tihat  prince's  hvit  Natalis  Comes  (12)  is  of 
original  or  Phrygian  name,  and    opinion,  that  this  ftory  was  in« 

[u)  Jn  Jslimtic^        (^a)  £..  ix,  r.  13. 
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heart,  thtt  he  died  foon  after  of  pure  grief.  Neither  did 
his  father  Tros  long  outlive  him ;  for  the  war  which  he 
made  upon  Tantalusy  to  revenge  the  aiFront  dfFered  to  his 
fon,  proving  unfuccefsful,  the  afflidion,  which  arofe  from 
thence,  joined  to  the  concern  he  was  in  for  the  lofs  of  hk 
favourite  fon,  put  an  end  to  his  days  in  the  6oth,  or,  ac« 
Cording  to  others,  in  die  49th,  year  of  his  reign.  He  Jhad 
by  hb  wife  Jcolide^  or,  as  Jpolkdorus  calls  her,  Cauir^ 
roffif  three  fons,  //kx,  Ganymedts^  ^nd  Affaracus^  and  one 
daughter,  by  name  Cleomejfra^  or,  as  ApoUoderus  will  have 
it,  CUotatra.  Hyginus^  by  miftake,  makes  Ganymedes  fon 
^  to  Erichthonitts.  From  this  king  Phrygia  Minor  borrowed 

the  name  of  TroaSj  as  its  metropolis  did  that  of  Troy. 

As  the  chief  xommandcrs  of  the  Trojan  troops,  whofe 
names  are  of  great  renown  in  antient  hiftory,  and  from 
whom  moft  of  our  European  nations  have  once  pretended 
to  derive  their  pedigree^  were  dcfcended  from  Tros^  before 


vented  by  the  Cr^ri^/ to  give  a 
kind  of  {auction  to  the  unna- 
tural lull  that  greatly  prevailed 
in  that  imtk>n.  And  truly  7«- 
fitir^  ZMJmehius  obierves  (i)), 
ieemt  to  have  been  fet  up  for 
ao  other  porpofe,  but  that  men 
might  hxhtt  their  crimes  upon 
himy  and  thereby  extenuate  in 
great  nieafure  their  own  guilt. 
^ttt  ^biocritus  tbe  pqet,  in 
celebrating  the  inceftaous  mar- 
riase  of  Ptolmdus  Pbiladeipbus 
widi  his  iiiler  i^/^/,  produces 
the  example  of  Jupittr  and 
Juno  i  and  Seneca  the  tragedian 
had  recourfe  to  the  fame  topic 
to£nd  fomething  commenda- 
ble in  the  marriage  of  OSavia 
and  Nero  ;  Sortita  fratris  more 
Jmonis  toroi,  &ys  he,  fpeaking 
of  O^avia  (14).  Others  tell 
us,'  thsLtGanpneiks  vna  killed 
in  a  batde  between  Tantalus 
and  lUu ;  for  1/us  purfued  the 
war  with  Tantalus  which  his 
father  had  begun.    They  add. 


that  the  body  of  Ganymdes 
not  being  foond  among  the 
deadf  nor  ever  after  wpearing» 
the  poets  took  oocaiion  from 
thence  to  feign,  that  he  had 
been  taken  up  into  heaven  b/ 
Jt^iter»  Suidas  chai^ges  H^nos 
with  the  rape  of  Ganymtde  i 
and  iays,  diat  Afinoi,  being 
kindly  received  and  entertidned 
by  Trds^  on  that  occafion  fell 
in  love  with  Ganymede^  and  re- 
quited the  iavours  he  had*  re- 
ceived of  the  &ther  by  abufing^ 
and  forcibly  conveying  away,  . 
the  (on,  who  was  the  only  de- 
light of  his  old-age.  Cicero 
(15)  ftems  to  make  Ganymede 
the  fon  of  Laomedon^  which  is 
a  miftake.  Orofius  (16)  and 
Eufetius  (17)  inform  us,  that 
die  war  which  Tros  made  upon 
Tantalus  was  defcribed  by  one 
Patrocles^  a  poet  of  no  meaa 
chai^fter  ;  but  his  works  have 
not  reached  us. 


(13)  JL/I,  ?,  contra  gmteu 
Tujttt/,  (16}  Z./^.  Ur,iu 
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Wc  proceed  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Trojan  kings,  wc  fliall 
give  a  fuccinft  account  of  his  numerous  progeny.    Tros^TJ^iproge* 
ais  we  have  already  obfeiVed,  had  by  his  wife  Jcalidey  ox^iiyo/Tt^u 
as  others  call  her,  Callirrhoej  three  fons,  //«x,  Ganymedes^ 
and  AffaracuSj   arid  one  daughter,  by  name  Cleonvejirak, ' 
Of  //w,   who  fucceeded  his  father  in  the  kingdom  of  ^ 
Pbrygia^  and  his  pofterity,  we  fhall  fpeak  in  the  feries  of ! 
the  kings.     Ganymedes  died  Without  iuue.     Jffai'tittts  hzd 
by  his  wife  Hienmname^  or,  according  to  others,  ClyttH 
doray  ont  fon  named  Capys^  of  whpm  we  know  notning 
clfe,  but  that  the  city  of  Caphya  in  Arcadia^  according  to 
StipbanuSy  borrow^  its  name  of  him  ;  and  that  he  mar* 
ricd  one  ThehuSy  by  whom  he  had  Anchifesy  who  was 
famous  for  the  comelinefi  of  his  perfon,  which  gave  rife 
to  the  fable  of  his  amours  with  Venus.    He  had  the  mif-  • 
fortune  to  fee  the  city  of  Troy  twice  taken  and  plundered* 
During  the  firft  fiege,  which  happened  in  the  reign  of 
Laomedoriy  he  is  faid  to  have  behaved  with  great  gallantry; 
but,  in  the  time  of  the  fecond,  he  was  no  more  fit  to 
bear  arms,  being  worn  out  with  old  age  and  infirmities^ 
oCcafioned  by  the  lewdnefs  and  difTolutenefs  of  his  youth^ 
to  which  his  blindnefi  is  alfo  afcribed.    He  is  fuppofed.to 
have  been  (aved  out  of  the  flames  of  the  burning  city  on 
the  (boulders  of  his  fbn  JEneasy  and  to  have  accom|panie<i 
him  to  Sicily y  where  he  died.     He  had  two  fons,  Mmas^ 
Ivhom  we  fiiall  have  occafion  to  mention  hereafter,  and 
ElymuSy  an4  one  daughter  named  Htppodamia.    Efymus^ 
according  to  Suidasy  imparted  his  name  to  the  Elyrmei^ 
a  people  of  Sicily.    Apollodorus  calls  him  Lycus.     liippo* 
damia  married  Alcathousy  who  fell  in  a  brattle  by  the  hand 
bf  Idomeneus  9. 

•  Cleomestra  had  but  one  fon,  by  name  Lyerfus^hnteMtl 
hxhtx  to  Ant cnor.  As  to  Z^^^r/wijantient  hiflory  is  quite 
filent  ;  but  AnUntr  is  greatly  commended  for  his  prudence 
and  wifdom.  He  was  fent  by  king  Priam  embafTadot 
into  Gr/^r'#  to  demand  his  filler  Hefionty  whom  Hercules y 
dfter  taking  Ttoyy  had  carried  captive  into  Greeccy  and 
bellowed  on  Telamony  as  a  reward  for  being  the  firft  that 
mounted  the  wall  of  that  city.  The  Greeks  treated  him 
more  like  a  fpy  than  an  embalTador ;  whereupon  return* 
big  to  AJif^'i  he  inflamed  Prianiy  and  his  fons^  againft  that 
nation.  However,  fome  time  after,  he  not  only  enter- 
tained inhishoufe  theGr^^^  cmbaffadors  that  were  fent 

-    ^  HoMtR.  Iliad.  Y".     * 
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t0  demand  Hil$mi^  hat  protefied  them  againft  the  trea- 
cheroBs  attempts  oif  Priam*s  fons,  and  found  m^ans  to  con- 
vey them  hft  out  of  Troy.    This  having  gamed  him  the 
good-will  of  the  Greeisy  he  was  fent  into  Greece  on  a  fe- 
cond  aabBSy^   on  which  occafion  h^  is  commonlj  be- 
lieved to  have  betrajred  the  truft  repofed  inhim^  and,  ibnie 
ytarS)  after  the  dty  itfelf ;  teeing  that  Priam  would  heatkea 
t»  no  condtttons  of  peace,  to  which  JnUnar  fliewed  him- 
felf  injghtily  inclined  after  his  laft  embafTy.    It  is  agivecL 
on  all  hands,  that  the  Greeks^  entering  Troy  in  fword  hand, 
Ibf  wed,  in  the  height  of  their  revenge,  a  tender  and 
friendly  r^ar'd  to  Jntenor^  having  even  caufed  the  (km  of 
a  panther  to  be  hung  up  before  the  door,  left,  through 
ntftake,  any  violence  fnould  be  oflEered  to  hi&  houfe  or 
.perfon  by  the  greedy  and  incenfed  fbldiery*    Some  add, 
that,  having  known  t7/)f^/,  who  had  entered  the  city  in 
di%ui(e  to  obfervc  the  Itrength  of  the  Trojumf  he  neither 
WbitUr   apprehended  nor  difcovered  him.    Many  however  dear 
hi  betray^  \^\^  from  all  treachery,  and  put  a  more  fiivourablc  con- 
id  Troy,  ftruflion  on  the  kindnefe  fhewn  him  by  the  Greeks^  faying^ 
that  they  fpared  him  merely  in  compliance  with  the  lav(^ 
of  hofpitality,  which,  in  thofe  days,  were  deemed  facred, 
even  by   the  mod  lavage  nati(Mis.     Of  this  opinion   is 
Livy  '  }  and  Virgil  alfo  feems  to  free  him  frpm  all  fufpi- 
cion  of  treachery,   faying,   that  be  efcaped  faHmg  into 
the  hands  of  the  Greeks  \     But  be  that  as  it  wiU,  the 
Trojans^  that  remained  in  the  country  after  the  deftru£don 
of  Troy^  were  fo  prejudiced  againft  him,  that  they  obliged 
him  tp  withdraw  from  Tr^as.    At  the   fame  time  the 
Henetiy  being  driven  out  of  Paphlagoniay  and  forced  to 
feek  for  new  fettlements,  chofe  him  for  their  leader  in 
room  of  their  king  Pyhemenes^  who  had  been  killed  in  the 
Hefittlei  fi^gg  ^f  y^.^^     Wit!ti  thefe,  and  a  few  Trojans^  he  put  to 
in  Italy,    j^  .  ^^  ftcering  his  courfe  up  the  Jdriatic  gulf,  landed 
in  the  country  of  the  Euganei^  lying  between  the  fca  and  • 
the  Jlps,    Here  he  refolved  to  fettle ;  and,  having  driven 
put  the  antient  proprietors,  and  blended  the  mixed  multi- 
tude of  Heneti  and  Trojans  under  the  conmion  name  of 
Vcnetiyht  gave  rife  to  a  new  nation.    He  built  a  fmalji 
town  in  the  place  where  he  landed,  and  called  it  Troy. 
He  is  fi^ipofed  to  have  built  the  city  of  Padua.    Anterior 
had  by  his  wife  Theano  fifter  to  Hecuba^  and  daughter  to 
Cijffeus  king  of  Thrace^  Iphidamasy  Coon,  HeUacon^  Lao^ 

'  Dccad.  i  1.  i,  •  ^Enbid.  1,  i,  vcrf.  2^6. 

OHUSp 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dicusy  Acamasj  Jrchikchus^  Bolybat^  Agenory  Laofamas^ 
I  Dim$lion9  GlauciiSi  SLXidCrino,     Iphidamas  W2iS  *brwght  His  off"' 

I  up  in  Thrace  under  the  care  of  hh  grandfather,  and  cam$^rrfff , 

1  to  fuecour  Priam  and    hb  country  with  twehre  Ihips^ 

k  wnicb  he  left  at  Per  cope  ^  marching  by  land  to  7r<7y,  where 

I  be  was  (lain  by  Jgamemmn^  whom  he  had  engs^ged,  and 
I  •.  would  very  likely  have  conquered,  had^'he  not  been  lefs 
p  fortiMiaCe  than  brave  *.  Coon^  attempting  to  revenge  the 
ii  death  of  his  brother,  .fingleil  out  and  dangeroufly  wound- 
w  cd  the  fame  J^am^rmo^^  but  at  laft  fell  hkewile  by  hi^ 
ii  hand«  Heliacm  tnzvxi^  LaoJUce  daughter  to  king  Priam^ 
a  Jrchibcbus  and  Mamas  commanded,  in  conjundion  witb 
i  Mnems^  the  troops  of  Dardania.  Agenor  was  a  warrior 
ti  of  great  prowcfi,  attended  He£for  in  his  boldeft  under- 
s         takiiigis,  and  was  not  afraid  to  encounter  Achilles  himfelT'. 

0  The  others  are  nanied  by  Hamer^  Paufanias^  Calaher^  &c. 
^,  but  performed  nothing*  worth  relating,  Pindar  ^  telljf 
^  us,  that  the  fi>ns  of  Antenor^  after  the  defiruSion  of .  TV^^; 
L         joined  Menelaus  zxA  Helena^  and  with  diem  fettled  in 

1  Libya.  But  EuTehius  f»rs,  tfiat  they  reigned  in  '^hrygia 
J  till  the  return  at  He£for*s  fons,  by  whom  they  were  driven 
,  from  the  thiEme  and  the  country.    Perhaps  feme  of  them 

femtined  in  Phrygia^  and  fome  accompanied  Mmelaus 
;uid  Helena ;  among  the  latter  were,  according  tq  Sym* 
machm  *,  Glaucus^  Acamas^  and  Hippelcchus  or  ArcMlo* 
ehus*  As  to  Theano  Ant  emir's  wife,  Suidas  and  Cedrenus 
inform  us,  that  flie  was  th^  chief  prieftefs  of  Pallas^  and 

^  dmt  (he  betrayed  iht  palladium  to  Diomedes  and  Vlyjfesj 

who  were  fent  into  Troy  under  the  pretence  of  an  em<^ 
baify  to  kinjg  Priam.    Let  us  now  return  to  the  fucceflion 

^  of  ue  Trajan  kings. 

Tros  was  fucceeded  by  his  (on  IluSy  who,  purfuingIla^ 
•  with  great  vigour  the  war  which  his  father  had  begun, 
after  many  fignal  vidories,  drove  Tantalus  out  of  AJia^ 
and  pofleiied  himfelf  of  his  kingdom,  which  he  annexed 
to  the  crown  of  PArjf^w.  ^Pelops^  the  fon  of  Tantalus ^ 
after  feverai  unfucceisful  attempts,  was  at  laft  intirely 
routed,  and  forced  to  quit  A^^  and  follow  his  father  into 
Greece.  Byfnus  king  of  the  Bebrycesy  who  bad  efpoufed 
the  quarrel  of  Tantalus  and  his  fon  Pelops^  was  likewife 
defeated,  and,  fome  fay,  killed^in  the  eneagement.  Ilus^ 
having  dius  revenged  the  affront  o'fi&rea  to  his  brother, 

*  HoMBR.  niad.  K    Pavsanias  in  Phoc,  ^  Homir. 

Hiad.  A.           «^  PiKDAR.  Pyth.  Od.  5.  '  *  Apud  Isaac. 
"  Tzttzsir,  p;  276. 
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applied  bunfelf  intireW.  to  civil  affairs,  and  is  (aid  to  have 
inade  a^reat  many  ufeful  laws  for  the  regulation  of  pab-^ 
"^         lie  afiairs.     He  inlarged  and  adorned,  with  many  ftately 
buil4ings,  the  city  of  Ilium  or  Troy.    PlutarcB  informs 
Us,  that  in  hi^  time  the  temple  of  Pallas  being  fet  on  4re 
by  lightning,  be  faved  the  palladium  out  of  Uie  flames  j 
but  on  tb^t  o^cailon  lofl  his  fight,   which  however  he 
afterwards  recovered.     Herodian  informs  us  ^^  that  h^ 
Jcalled  the  place,   where  he  defeated  %antalus^  Pejpnm^ 
which  name  was  afterwards  given  to  a'city  built  on  that 
fpot.     He  died  in  the  40tb  yeai«of  his  reign.     He  faa(| 
m  fw0  ^y  jjjj  ^jfg  Leucipti  two  fons,  Tithonus  and  Laomedon. 
Jens  Ti-    jifj^fffi^j^  whom  iome  believe  to  have  been  the  fon,  and 
w'lLi-  ^^^  ^^^  brother  of  Laomedon^  was  from  his  carly'jjrears 
^^j^  "  greatly  addicted  to  hunting ;   by  which  manly  exerci/e^ 
^^^'     hayine  acquired  a  ftrong  and  robuft  conftitution,  and  in- 
jured bimfelf  to  hardfhips,  he  betook  himfejf  to  a  military 
life,  and  went  to  ferve  ambng  the  Affyriani^  who  in  thofe 
days  were  a  very  warlike  people,  and  thought  to  excel  all 
other  patbns  jn  the  military  art.    His  courage  and  con- 
^liufl:  foon  raifed  him  to  the  firft  polls  in  the  army,  in 
Which  he  acquitted  himfelf  fp  well,  that  he  was  ranked 
i^mong  the  Tiianesy  or  chief  lords  of  the  Jjjfrian  monar- 
chy, and  made  governor  of  P^rjia.     HeariOjg  that  Phry-^ 
gia  was  invaded  by  the  Qreeks^  he  obtained  ]j?ave  of  Teu^ 
iamus  king  of  Affyria^  who  had  a  great  v^lue  for  him,  to 
Jend  his  fon  Merrmon  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  body 
'       pf  chofen  troops  to  aflift  his  countrymen.     But  this  cx- 
Jpedition  proved  fetal  both  to  the  father  and  the  fon  ;  for 
Memnon  being  flain  by  the  ThefalianSi  Tlthonus,  already 
worn  out  with  oM  age,    was  fo  grieved  for  his  death, 
that  he  did  not  long  outlive  hi^P*.    The  comelineis  of 
his  perfon,  his  rifing  early  in  the  morning,  as  he  was  a 
great  fportfnian,  the  old  age  he.  iivcd  to,  and  his  pining    ' 
^way  at  laft  with  grief,  n^ay  have  given  rife  to  the  many 
ifaBles  which  the  poets  relate  of  him  ;  but  for  thefe,  and 
their  explanation,  we  muft  refer  the  reader  to  Atienaus  », 
Tzeizes  ^,  Natalis  Cotnes^  and  other  mythologifts, 
Memnon       Tithonus  had  by  his  wife  CiJ^ay  or,  as  Diodorus 
^7td  Ema-  calls  her,  Ida\  twp  fons,  Memnon  and  Emathiony  and  one 
thion,  /^-e  daughter  named    Hemera,     Memnon^   being  brought  up 
/•w#y&«jtf/'under  the  difcipline  of  his  father,  proved  a  brave,  wife, 
^itlionus:  ■     '  •    ' 

y  Lib.  1.        «  Athen.  lib,  xii.  6.         ^  Isaac.  Tzstzes, 
i^  Caflandf.  Lye.    '  .   .  ^  Natalis  CombS|  1,  vi.  c.  ^.  i 
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and  experienced  commander.  He  ferved  with  great  fucceft 
in  Egypt  againft  the  Ethiopians^  who  were  become  Mtxy 
troublefome  neighbours  to  the  Egyptians ;  for  he  routed  and 
difperfed  their  armies,  laid  waile  their  country,  9nd  obliged 
them  to  pay  an  annual  tribute  to  the  Egyptians^  who» 
out  of  gratitude,  transferred  it  to  Memnon^  appointing 
him  king  over  the  country  which  he  had  fubdued.  In 
Ethiopia  he  built  a  city  bearing  his  own  name,  and  fome 
make  him  likewife  the  founder  of  JMus.  Having  thus 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  Egypt  and  Ethiopia,  he  returned 
to  his  father  in  JJfyriay  whore  he  was  feC  over  part  of 
Perjia,  in  qualitv  of  fatrapa  or  chief  eovemori  and  is  faid . 
to  have  buUt  in  nis  fatrapy  the  city  of  Sufa^  and  another^ 
to  which  he  imparted  his  own  name.  To  eratify  his 
father,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  20,000  Ethiopians^ 
and  the  like  number  of  Perfians^  to  the  affiftance  of  king 
Priam.  On  this  occafion  he  behaved  with  his  ufual 
bravery-,  and  often  put  the  Greeks  to  flight ;,  but  at  1^ 
falling  into  an  ambufcade,  was  killed  By  Jcbilles  at  the  ^ 
head  of  the  Thejfalians^  His  body  was  refcued  <mt  of 
the  enemy's  hands,  his  obfequies  performed  with  great 
iblemnity,  and  his  a(bes  fent  back  to  his  father.  Jojephus 
places  his  ,tomb  near  PtoUmais  in  Phcenice  j  but  Pliny  and 
^lian  fay,  that  he  was  buried  at  Sufa  (M}.  £very  body 
has  heard  of  the  vQ<e4  flatue  of  Memnm.  near  Tliehes  la 
^ijpi^  This,  ,  according  to  Paufanias  **,  ^t^/iatbius  *, 
anq  Lucian  ^,  was  broken  in  pieces  b]^  order  of  Cambyfes  {> 
but,  ever  after,  that  part  which  remained  ^an  the  pedeftal,^  * 
at  the  riiing  of  the  fun,  yielded  a  ibund  like  that  of  the 
^ringof  a  lyre  or  lute,  when  it  breaks  jon  the  inftrument 
by  b^in^  drawii^toQ  tkhtfU  Eufebius  feems  to  have^cre^ 
ditecl  this  fiory ;  for  he  fays^  that  this  miraculous  efie^ 
ceafed  at  the  birth  of  Coriji^    f^aufanias  ^^iRf<ims  us, 

^  In  Attiqis, :    .  •  In  PiQjtris     ;  ^  In  Tgxcri,         s  See 
?x)Li.p.  409.     .'     ^InAtcids* 

(M)  Pau/anius[iB)  tolUnSf  •nuAer,  tll^mm^  of  Mo^moMian 
that  a  cenotaphittm»  or  empty  birds.  Thefe*  oA  ftateddays 
tomb,  was  raifed  to  him  in  th«  flocking  to  the  teonb^  cleared 
'Goantry  of  Troas,  not  hr  from  the  ground,  on  which  it  flood, 
the  river  J/opns^  which  XomK  '  of  all  rublHih ;  andafterwards^ 
as,  the  inhabitants  informed  dipping  their  wings  in  thq . 
him,  was  yearly  visited  by  ^fifu^^  fprinkled  it  with  the 
ftran^  birds  known  to  them    water  of  ^hatriver^ 
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that  Mfmtien^s  fword  wat  kept  at  Nkom$dia ;  and  pro- 
duces ft  as  an  argument  to  prove,  that  the  arms  ufed  bf 
the  anticnts  were  of  bra(L  Aaicksy  quoted  by  Ptiny^ 
hy%y  that  Mtmnm  in^nted  letters  fiJFteen  years  befoFff 
die  reign  of  Ph/^romus  firft  king  of  Argos.  H^liidorus  ^ 
makes  him  the  progenitor  of  the  kings  of  Slbi9pi4i. 

Emathiok,  the  other  fon  of  Tkhmus^  remained  at 
home  with  his  uncle  LaoniedoH,  and  was  kitted  in  th^  war 
^t  broke  out  between  him  and  Hireules.    Pr^bus  the 
grammarian  is  of  opinion,  that  Afacedenm  was  from  him 
named  Emaihhy  and  ^uftin  mentions  an  antient  king  of 
Macedonia  bearing  his  name  \    R^musy  defcended  from 
on^  of  the  fbns  of  Tit  boms  ^  was  reckoned  by  fome,  as 
Plutarch  informs  us,  among  the  foundef  s  of  Rome  K    A9 
to  Hemeray  we  know  nothing  of  ber,  but  what  \b  related 
by  the  <jpurious  DtSlys  now  extant,  whefe  httory  defervea 
no  manner  of  credit. 
lAome^        Or  the   death  of  Hus  Laomedon  was  placed  on  tho^ 
don.         throne,  his  elderbrother  Tttbomus  bein^  at  the  fame  time 
employed  in  foreign  wars.    He  bulk  the  citadel  of  Troy, 
being  affiftcd  therein  by  Jpolb  and  Neptmei  that  is,  he 
carried  on  the  work  with  the  tteafures  diat  were  confer 
crated  to  them,   and  lodged  in  their  temples.    Several 
inundations  are  iaid  to  have  happened  in  his  feign,  and. 
a  plague  to  l^ave  broke  out,  which  carfii^  of  ^reae  num- 
bers of  the  inhabitants.    Thefe  are  looked  upon  as  pu*^ 
^       niflimenta  ihflidcd  by  the  gods,  wbofe- temples  he  had 
plundered.    He«treatcd  yaJoHy  and  the  other  Argonauts^ 
who  had  landed  on  the  coafls  of  fi^eofy   in  a  Ycry  inho- 
^itable  n[ianner,  refufiing  tq  Aipply  ^tiem  wkh  neceflaries, 
and  even  threatening  to  treat  tliem  as  enemies,  if  they 
did  not  forthwith  return  on  boarc)  their  flilps,  and  quit  the 
Troy  V    oountrv.    To  revenge  this  af&ont,  Hereuksy  who  was' 
iah/i  hy  one  of  the  Argonat^t^y  returned  fame  time  after  with 
Hcrcalcf.  twelve  galKes  to  Troyy  whi(^  he  beO^ed,  took  and  plun- 
dered.   In  this  war  Laomedon  killed  (TiUuiy  a  commander 
of  great  renowns^  but  was  himfelf  no^  ]ong  after  kiUe4 
by  rlcrculei^  whom  be  eng^d  with  more;  Courage  than 
<;autipj;i  (N).    l^aom^n  b^  fiivc.  foi^  tithnKs^  tarmn^, 

*  In  ^tluop.  I,  X.  e.  I.         *  JviTi*.  fc  ^i.  *  ?tv^     O 

tAacHf  in  Romulo. 

(N)  Otiimsdim(i9},tktt    bje^Mtf^to  huydtkewalh 
Afoik  zsA^iftime  were  hired    of  Tny  1  and  tha^  upon  hU  - 
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Cfytur,  Iceaton,  an^  Priam ;  hit  daughters  werfc  Hefwne^ 
Citla^  JJtytfebe^  Anfig^s^  PpscHa,  and  Euihria.     AH  his^-^^  <^^- 
fens,  except  Pri^m^  wert  killed  in  the  war  with  H^cuUsJcendanU 
As  to  the  Jaiighters,  ligjme^  as  we  have  faid,  being  taken</^  ^®~ 
Igr  Htnules^  was  beftowed  in  marriage  on  Telamony  who**^®^^"- 
treated  her  more  like  his  concubine  than  his  wife  3  which 
Priam  J  vA^  had  fucceeded  his  father,  had  no  fooner  un- 
derflood,  but  he  ibnt /fef#/wr  into  Gr#^r#  to  expoftulate 
wi^h  Telanion^  and  to  ddniand  his  flft^Bt  Hejiine. '  In  the 
council  of  the  prirtfees  of  6reec0j  thiljunbafl^  was  heard 
with  contempt,  and  thd  tmbaffadoi^s  ufed  in  a  manner 
no-ways  firitable  to  their  character  ;  which  gave  occaiion, 
a^fdtng  to  feveral  writers,  to  the  Tr$}an  War.  *  Cilia 
and  Afly9€ht  are  only  named  by  A^lhi^tm  K     Antigwi  is 
^  defcribed  as  a  woman  of  a  proud,  haughty,  and  infolent 
behaviour,  which  gave  rife  to  the  foWe  of  her  contending 
for  beauty  with  Junoy  and  being  transformed  into  a  ftorfc 
by  that  inccnfed  goddefs  K    PrccUa  married  Cyenusy  by 
whom  {fae  had  T^f^jr  sind'HimitkeiaK     Euihria ^  being 
taken  by  th^  Greeks  jiixA  pr^^ing  deaitb  itfelf  to  flavery, 
^vifed  the  7?i?jfim  women,  who  were  captives  with  her 
6n  board  the  Grwif  fleets  to  fet  Hie  enemies  fcips  on  fire, 
and  Ihereby  revenge  tbe  evils  which  they  had  brought 
upon  their  common  cJountry,  a^d  prevent  thofc  that  were 
t^rvt6  for  theihfelvesk     Her  6dvice  Was  followed  j  atid, 
the  Oreelh  being  gone  afcore  near  Pallene  to  take  in  frefli 
provifions,    they  burnt  both  the  fleet  and   tfaemfelves  % 
which  obliged  the  Greeks  to  fettle  there  »,    having  no 
other  (hips  to  purfue  their  voyage.     ApoUodorus  mentions 
one  Btt(»ltimy  a  natural  fion  of  £aomedin*s  by  Calyhe^  who 
wa^  flain  With  his  father  and  brothers  by  Hercules,     La- 
omidm  reigned,  according  to  Ibme,  thirty-fix,  according 
fo  others,  forty-foar  years. 

'  ^  AFotLDp.  1.  lii.  ^  SBRVtvs  \%  1. 1,  JftxntA,^  <  Isaac 
TafiTBii  »  CaSaadr,  lyoo^h.  p.  ii&,  x  ^ Fox.T£Nus,  L 
ini. 

refufiog  ta  pay  them  their  wa^  vonrite  child.    She  was  deK* 

gost  :4irilo  fi»M  a  plague*  and  veied  by  HereuUit  ^y  tbcy  ; 

/Neptmi  drawnail  pa|t  oJF  the  bat  Laomedon  refufcd  him  the 

CQ^ntry  with  iiiuDda^oiis.  They  xewatd  which  he  had  promised  \ 

add«  that  the  oraqle  advifed%im .  whereupoi^  Eercides    befieged 

to  e^pofe  his  daughter  H^me  and  took  fmy^  killed  the  king, 

to  afea-monfter,  and  atone  for  and  ^v^Hefione  ip  marriage  to 

his  mw  by  <^i$cing  hi^  Ur  7^hnm. 
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Priam.         LaombdoK  being  flaia  by  HircuUs^  as  we  have  (aid 
abovcy  Podaras^  the  only  furviving  foo^  who  had  been 
carried  away  captive  with'  his  iifter  Hifioniy  was  with  a 
great  futn  of  mooey  ranfomedt  and  placed  on  the  throne 
of  his  ancefiors ;  and  hencp  came  the  furnsune  of  Priam^ 
which  is  derived  from  k  Gnek  verb  Unifying  to  redeem, 
or  ranfom.  His  firft  care»  after  his  accmon  to  the  throne, 
was  to  encompafi  the  city  of  Troj  with  a  ftron^  wall,  to 
prevent  fuch  calamities  as  had  happened  in  his  fathor's 
reign.    There  being  difcovered,  in  the  beginning  of  his 
feign»  a  mine  of  gold  near  Abyius^  he  was  thereby  enabled 
to  undertake  and  cany  on  many  public  works  ;  for  he  is 
laid  to  have  embellimed  ^e  city  with  ftately  edij^ces^ 
towers,  caftle^,  aqueduds,  lie.    He  maintained  in  coi^ 
fiant  pay  a  confiderable  armv,  reduced  moft  <^  the  neigh* 
bouriQg  ftates,  and  was  rather  confldered  as  fovcreign  of 
^  Afia  Minor ^  than  king  of  Troas,     He  married  to  his 
firft  wife  Arijba^  or,  as  oth^s  call  her,  A^xoihoe^  by 
whom  he  had  but  one  fon  named  Mjacus  \  but  by  bis 
fecond  wife  Hecuha^  daughter  to  CiJ/eus  kins  of  Tbracf^ 
be  had  HeUor^  AUxanitr  or  Faris^  Diiphohus^  HiUnus^ 
Politis^  Antiphusy  Hipponms^  PofyJ^ruSy  and  Troitus  1  and 
daughters,   Crtufa^   La^dicty   P^ly^anay  and  Cajfandra., 
Beudes  thefe,  he  had  many  children  by  concubines,  in  ^U 
tp  the  number  of  fifty.    Some  writers  fiy,  that,  being 
abroad  when  Troy  was  taken  in  the  r(:ign  of  bis  father,  Ac 
was  called  home,  and  placed  on  the  wrone  by  H<ra<frj, 
Qotwithftandjng  fgme  of  hi«  elder  brothers  wete  then 
^ve. 
naaufi      The  name  of  this  king  will  be  ever  memorable  in 
§f  tb$      hiftory  for  the  war  that  happened  in  his  rei^n  between  the 
Trojan     Greeks  and  Trojam^   ^  wv  /amous  to  tUs  day  for  the 
«Mi/.        many  princes  of  great  prowefi  and  renown. that  were 
concerned  in  it,  the  (^ttles  that  were  fought,  the  length 
of  the  fiesf,  the  deftl-udion  of  thatgrett  city,  and  the 
eiidlefs  colofiies  that  were  {Janted  in.divers  parti. of  the 
world  by  the  conquered  as  well  as  the  conquerors.    As 
to  the  caufe  of  this  fatal  and  deftrudive  war,  it  is  agreed, 
cm  all  hands,    that  the  rape  of  HeUn  firft  kindled  it  i 
but  what  encouraged  Paris  to  fuch  an  attempt,  and  in-i- 
duced  his  father  Priam  to  ftand  by  bim  %t  the  expence 
of  fo  much  blood  and  treafure,  ^is  not  determined  by 
Aawding  antient  writers.     Herodotus  » '  gives  us,    upon  the  au- 
u  the  an-  thorjty  of  thc  Perfwn  writers,  a  v^ry  unnatiuif  an<l 

eient  ftxr 
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]far-fctchcd  account  of  this  rape.    He  fays,  that  the  ^boe" 
[nicians  having  ravifbed  lo^  the  daughter  of  Inachus  king 
jof  Jrgos^   and  carried  her,  with  other  Gre<k  women. 
Into  EppU  the  Gneks^  making  ufc  of  reprifals,  firft  car- 
ried on  Europa^  the  king  of  Tyre's  i^MAltu  and  after- 
awards  Medea  daughter  to  the  king  of  Colchos^   rcfufmg 
to  reftofe  either,  till  fuch,  time  as  they  received  due  repa- 
ration for  the  rape  of  Jq.    Parity  adds  Herodotus^  in  the 
'next  iucceeding  age,   hearing  of  thefe  adventures,  was 
^ncourgged  to  raviih  Helen^  perfuading  himfelf  that  he 
ihould  not  be  conftrained  to  make  any  reparation^  feeing 
others  had  efcapcd  with  impunity.   But  this  whole  account 
is  quite  frivolpus,  and  foreign  to  the  purpofe.    For  how 
could  the  Greeh  ever  take  it  jn  their  heads  to  quarrel 
.with  the  kijjg  of  Colchosj  or  revenge  on  bimgn  injury 
jdonc;  to  their  nation  by  thcPhienicians^  whom  .the  king 
of  CQicboSy  in  all  likelihood,  had  never  fo  mu(^  as  heard 
"pf  ?  Befides,  it  is  plain  from  Thucydides^  that  the  diftinr 
Qxon  of  Greets  and  Barbarians  was  not  introduced  even 
jn  Homer*^  time,   and  confequently  highly  ipiprobable» 
,  that  the  Greeks  fo  long  before,  when  they  had  not  even 
one  common  name  to  diftineuifh  themfelves  from  other 
liations,  ihould  ^^everthelels  190k  upon  them  all  as  their 
'enemies,  by  rea^h  of  ap  injury  done  by  one.    Others ^^^^,>^ 
'fiy,  that  kiijg  l^rim^  hearing  that  his  filler  He/tone  was  to  otbets. 
ill  ufed  by  lelamon^  to  wboqa  JIfrculfs  had  given  her  in 
inarriage,    fent  firft  Antenor^  and  aftorw^ds  Paris^   to 
complain  thereof,  and  infift  on  her  being  delivered  to 
them.    This,  ihty  think,  has  fome  appearai^ce  of  truth  ; 
\fox  Telamon^  in  hiftory,  bears  the  charafier  of  a  furly, 
icruel,  and  ill-natured  prince^  infomuch  that  his  own  fon 
'  ^eucer  c\\ok  rather  to  roam  on  the  feasy  in  queft  of  a 
new  habitation  after  the  w^,   than  return  home,  not 
.^ariiig  to  appear  before  his  father,  for  no  other  reafon, 
\  but  becaufe  his  brodier  Jjax  had  laid  violent  hands  on 
himfelf,  which  It  was  not  in  7lri/^^r*s  power  to  prevent. 
,Parisy  a4d  thefe  authors,  comii^  into  Greece  ^i^n  this 
>mbafly,  w^s  hofpitably  entertained  l(y  Jfffenelaus  king  of 
SpartOy  who  feeing  obliged  by  his  private  ^once^ns  to  pafs 
pver  into  Crete ^  his  b^^  and  ungrateful  gueil  laid  hpld  on 
'that  opportunity  to  cntipc  away  his  wife,     Butj  nieither  is 
'  this  account  by  any  means  fatisfaiSory  i  for  werp  it  true, 
that  Hejione  was  HI  ufed  by  Tel^ouy  y^t  nobo(^  can  • 
imagine,  that  Priam  would,  on  that  fcore,  fend  a  folemn 
^mbafly  iptp  ^reec^y  pr  think  Qf  tajcing  ))js  fifter  from 
|i;r  h^lbandi  with  whom  d^P  \aA  )ived  above  thirty  vears, 
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ne  mofi  Whereupon  it  is  moft  natural  to  think  that  Paris j  in  ra- 
froMU    viflMng  Hdmj  never  thought  of  Europa^  Medea^  or  /£r- 
0au/i  rf  fif^m .  but,  falling  in  love  with  her,  as  flie  was  the  motk 
iba$  wtf'*.  beautiful  woman  in  Greece^  was  prompted,  by  his  own 
pcrverfe  inclinations,  to  do  what  m  thofe  days  was  com- 
monly pradifed  both  by  Gneks  and  Barbarians.     Thus 
HtUnherkM  had  been  ftolen  before  by  ThefeuSj  and  fuch 
praftices  of  flcaKng  women  were  fo  common,  as  Tbucy- 
diAes  o  informs  us,  that  none  durft  venture  to  live  near 
the  fea-coaft.     The  fame  ThucjMdes  '  tells  us,  that,  as 
//#/mwasa  woman  of  extradrdmary  lieauty,  her  ^^ither 
Tyndareus^  after  recovering  her  from  Thefeus^  to  prevent  a 
fecond  rape,  obliged  all  her  fuitors,  who  were  moft  of 
the  princes  of  (Sreece^  to  bind  themfelves  hy  a  folemn 
o*tb  to  refcue  her,  in  cafe  fhe  fbould  be  taksn  from  her 
bufl)^nd.    This  done,  he  ^ve  his  daughter  free  choice  of 
a  hufband,  who  i^titrxtiMinelaus  t6  aH  the  reft.    Ac- 
cording to  this  account,  the  oath,  which  fo  many  princes 
had  taken  to  Tyndareusy  was  what  drew  them  togedier, 
and  armed  them  againft  the  ravHber  and  his  abettors.    To 
which  we  may  add  the  great  power  of  Aganutnmn^  brother 
to  the  injured  Menelaus^  who,  as  he  was  by  far  the  moft 
potent  prince  of  aH  Greece^  fo  he  had,  without  all  doubt, 
*   agreat  influence  over  Ae  reft  of  his  CQuvitxjmen.     But, 
'  be  that  as  it  will,  war  againft  Trpy  was  determinec/  ixi  a 
general  aflSimHy  of  all  the  princes  of  Gruu  \  and  this 
.was  the  firft  entcrprize  the  Gmks  ever  undertook  with 
cx>mmon  content    Before  the  affemWy  broke  up,  ifga- 
mtmmn  was  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  whole 
army  \  Mgiunty  a  city  in  Ptlofwmefus^  was  fixed  upon 
for  die  place  of  the  general  rendezvous ;  and  each  prince, 
as^  Gnt€i  was  at  that  time  divided  into  endlefs  dynafii^, 
^    injoined  to  fend  his  quota  of  troops  and  (hips. 
Homer  i       The  beft  and  moft  rational  account  we  have  of  this 
t^^''^  great  war,  is  that  which  we  gaflier  from  Hamir^  whofc 


tory 
known  rufcs  6f  epic  poetry  fuppofe  Ac  truth  of  the 
biftory,  though  they  acharit  of  its  being  embellished  with 
poetical  fifttons.  So  that  if  we  had  no  other  monu- 
ments of  antiquity  to  convince  us  of  the  Trojan  war,  and 
the  taking  of  that  city  by  the  Gruks^  yet  we  could 

•  Thvcyd.  1.  i^  '  Idem  ibid.  p.  6, 

.not 
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not  queftion  the  truth  of  the  {t£t.    But  moft  of  the  hiflo<» 
rical  events  related  by  Hftmrj  are  attefted  and  confimwd 
by  the  moft  credits^k  biflorians,  and  hy  all  the  monu* 
oieots  ol  antiqutty,  mttutly^  by  die  Arunddian  nwbles*         ^ 
We  muft  therefore  carefully  diftinguifh  in  Hortur*^  works 
what  is  faiftbrical  froin  ^bat  is  merely  iidttious.     He  de* 
foibei  the  ftate  of  Gri€€e  at  that  time,  and  wtoiaa  us, 
that  it  w»  dmded  into  a  gieat  many  dynafties ;   ttut 
Agammmn  king  of  A^nm^  Si^h^  and  Corimh^  was 
the  fBoft  powerful  prince  of  all  Grace^  diat  be  was  ap- 
pdnfted  to  cemimud  in  chief  s  he  enumeorates  and  names 
the  feveral  nations  and  princes  that  isded  with  the  Tre}ant ; 
he  gives  us  an  inii^  into  the  art  of  war  pcadifed  in  that 
a^ ;  difekfes  the  kws  and  religion  of  the  Grah ;  gives 
us  the  cbaraAer  of  their  leaders  $  deicribes  the  fituation 
of  their  country  and  cities,  ^e.  all  which  are  purely 
hiftorical ;  fo  that  Ihmer^  poems  may  de^rvedly  be  qpn- 
fidered  as  the  moft  antient  hiflory  of  the  Gruis^  whofe 
earlier  ages  are  buried  in  oblivion,  for  want  4>f  fucfa  a 
wrker  to  tranfmit  their  a£Uons  to  pofterity  (O). 

The  number  of  Ihips  employed  by  the  Grtiis  in  this  Numlercf 
Ocpedition,  according  to  Euripides^  Lytopbron^  and  Virgily  thejhifs 
amounted  to  lOOO;  i%/;7^r  enumerates  1186;  \M.Thu*a9idmen 
cydides  q  raifes  the  number  to  1200.     The  B9f^4m  dt^^/ent  «- 
that  were  the  largeft,  carried  I20  men  each  ;  thafe  of  the^^/ 
Phihefeta  were  the  froalleft,  and  each  manned  with  50  ;Tjof* 
every  man,  the  commanders  excepted,  was  both  a  mari«* 
ner  and  a  foMier ;  fo  that,  fuppofing  the  fleet  txx  have  been 
of  1200  (ail,  as  Tbtuydidis  affirms,  and  tbe  fliips  ta  have 
carried  one  wiUi  another  85  men,  we  fli^l  find  the  Greek 
army  to  have  been  102,000  men  ftrong ;  no  great  forte, 

«  lib.  i.  p.  8. 

(0>   I>ion  Chryfoft^m  {\^\  dfewbere  (20}  di^rovei  wlutt 

m  an  oration  addre£ed  to  the  he  endeavours  to  prove  heie, 

^royans^  attempts  to  prove  the  And  truly  the  fiege  smd  taking 

fiege  and  reduction  of  Troy  by  of  Trey  are  tran(a£Uons\£>  weU 

the  Greeks  to  be  an  errant  h-  atteft^,  and  have  left  fuck  a 

ble»  without  any  foundation  of  remarkable  epocha  in  hiflory. 

truth.    But  his  performance  is  that  no  man  oP  faiie  will  cdl 

generally  looked  upon  only  as  them  in  queftion. 
a  witty  ef&y,  iince  the  author  0 

(19)  Ont,  xi.  (40)  Hipt  lew^emi  ^  tK*  * 
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confid^ring,  that  all  the  powers  of  Graces  except  the 
Acantams  alone  %  were  engaged  in  this  war.  The  Greeksi 
as  Thucydides  obferves,  could  have  raifed  a  far  more  pow-  > 
erful  army,  but  were-afraid  of  being  dfftrefTed  for  pro- . 
vifions  in  a  foreign  country  '.  Againft  this  army  the 
city  of  Troy  held  out  ten  years;  but  the  Trojamy2s 
Hnrur  makes  Agafumnon  fay^  were  not  the  tenth  part  of 
the  enemies  which  the  Gr^^/.  had  to  contend  with  ;  for 
all  Phrygian  Lycia^  ^ifi^^  *od  *c  greatcft  part  of  ApA 
Minor ^  fided  with  the  Trojans.  Kbejusy  king  of  Tbracii 
marched  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  bod^  to  their  affift-^ 
ance  $  and  Memnon^  as  we  have  faid,  jomed  them  with 
20,000  Ajfyriam  and  Ethiopians.  Wherefore  the  Greeks^ 
forefeeing  the  refifbince  they  were  likely  to  meet  with^ 
and  how  dear  it  would  coft  them  to  carry  thdr  point  by 
dint  of  arms,  before  they  began  any  hoftiudes,  fent  Af^r* 
mlq^  and  Ulyfes  embafTadors  to  froy  to  demand  Hel^f 
and  the  treafures  which  Paris  had  carried  off  with  hex  } 
hoping  that  the  fame  of  the  vaftpreparations,  which  they 
had  made,  might  frighten  the  Trojans  into  a  compliance 
'  with  fo  equitaUe  a  demand.    What  anfwer  was  returned 

to  the  embafTadors  we  know  not ;  but  it  is  certain,  that 
they  returned  without  Heltna^  and  highly  diflatisiied  with 
their  recept%n  at  Troy. 
Heleo,«r-     Hbrodotus  S  upon  a  tradition  that  prevailed  among 
€ordiMg  /^the  priefts  of  Egypt 9  feems  inclined  to  believe,  that  Helert. 
Jome^  taken  yi2&  uken  from  Paris  before  he  could  reach  Troy.    The 
from  Paris  tradition,  as  Herodotus^  who  learntit  of  the  priefts  them- 
iefori  be  felves,  informs  us,  amounts  to  this  :  Paris ^  on  his  return 
remchei     ^j^h  Helen^  was,  by  ftrefs  of  weather,   driven  on  the 
^soy.       ^Q^  Qf  Egypt^  and  forced  to  put  it  at  Tarichia^  on  tb« 
Canopian  mouth  of  the  Nile.    Here  fome  flaves  of  Paris*9 
retinue,  taking  fan£luary  in  a  temple  of  Hercuks^  which 
flood  on  the  fhore,  informed  againft  their  matter,  aggra* 
vating  before  the  governor  of  the  province,  by  name 
Thorns^   the  injury  which  he  had  done  to   menelausi 
Thonis  laid  the  whole  matter  before  Proteusj  at  that  time 
king  of  Egypt '9  who»  finding,  upon  examination,  thede* 
pofition  of  the  flaves  to  be  true,  detained  Helen^  and  the 
ti-eafures  that^had  been  taken  with  her,  in  order  to  rellbre 
them  to  Menelaus ;  but  commanded  Paris^  after  having 
feverely  reprimanded  him  for  his  aime,   to  depart  the 

'  JusriN.  \.  xviii«    *  Ubiiupm,    <  Lib.  ij.  Ci  1 13*  &  ieqq« 

kingdom 
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kingdain  within  the  term  of  three  days,  on  pain  o^  beiHJ; 
treifett  as  an  enemy.  The  Egyptian  pricfis  add,  that, 
wfadp  the  Gruis  fent  embafiadors  to  demand  Helen^  and 
her  riches,  the  Trojans  protefted,  that  they  were  not  in 
their  power,  hut  in  the  hands  of  Proteus  kmc  of  Egypt  %  ^    ^ 

which  the  Greeks  looking  upon  as  a  mere  fliift   to  put 
them  <^,  began  the  war  $   but  at  laft,  after  taking  the 
town,   as  Helena  no-where  appeared,   and  the  Trojans 
perQfted  in  theh:  former  proteftations,  the  Greeks  began  to 
believe  them,  and  fent  Menelaus  into  Egypty  where  he. 
was  kindhr  entertained  by  Vroteusy  and  had  his  wife  re-^ 
flored  to  him,  without  any  injury  done  to  her  perfon  or 
goods.    Thefe  things  the  Egyptian  priefts  alTured  Hero* 
dotus  that,  they  knew  for  certain,  as  they  had  happened 
in  Egyptj  and  had  been  handed  down  to  them  from  thofe, 
who  had  converfed  with  Menelaus  himfelf.     Herodotus 
produces  one  argument,  of  no  fmall  weight,  to  prove  the 
truth  of  this  tradition^  viz.  tl^at  if  it  had  been  in  king 
Friam*s  power  to  rcifore  Helen^  he  would  certainly  have 
done  it,  rather  than  liiffer  the  unfpeakable  calamities  that 
bcfel  his  family,  his  kingdom,    and  himfelf,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war.    How  great  foever  his  tendernefs  to 
Paris  might  have  been,  yet  it  could  not  be  proof  againft 
fo  many  misfortunes.     Homer  feems  not   to  have  been 
%norant  of  the  tradition  of  the  Egyptian  priefts ;  for  he  ^ 
mentions  Paris  and  Helenas  arrival  in  Egypt ;  and  fays, 
that  Menelaus  went  thither  before  he  returned  home  to 
Startay  which  voyage  it  is  not  likely  he  undertook  at 
that  time  for  pleafure.    Neverthelefi  tiomer^  and  with 
him  all  the  Greek  poets  (after  whom  the  Latins  have 
copied),   except  Euripides ^  fupprefs  the  circumfbnce of 
Helen'%  not  being  in  Troy^  as  too  favourable  to  theTroJan 
caufe.    But,  whether  the  Trojans  would  not,  or  could  not, 
reftore    her,   the  embaffadors,  on  their  return,   highly 
complained  of  the  treatment  they  had  met  with;  and  with 
their  complaints  fo  inccnfed  their  countrymen,  that  they 
refolved,  without  further  delay,  to  put  to  fca,  and  carry 
fire  and  fword  into  the  enemy's  country  (P).     Thev 

ftcerei 

(P)  Ci^/r^iM^  famous  foOth*  goddefi  Diofia  oppoied  their 

%er,    wicbottt  whole  advice  pailage  with  contrary  wincls  ; 

and  approbation  nothing  was  and  that  ihe  was  to  be  appeafed 

luidertakeDby  theGr##ibduring  with  avi^Um  of  no  imaller  note 

Ihe  war,  declared^   that- the  ttiZR  Migenia  dAMghter  to Jga- 
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fleered  to  the  coaft  of  Trws^  \rhefe,  on  thttr  hfidiiig, 
they  met  wtth  To  warm  a  reception,  that  they  began  to 
be  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of  tlie  enterprh&e.  In  the  firft 
cnoottnter  they  loft  Proitfdam^  who  was  flain  by  Hec*<' 
ne  toTy  and  many  others   of  lefi   note.      Howcva;,  they 

(Wrecks  gained  ground  enough  to  encamt)  on.  But  what  moft 
Umd  tn  of  all  retarded  thek  progrefs  was  want  of  provifions^ 
Troas.  which  daily  increaft^,  and  was  owing  partly  to  their  nMm^ 
berst  partly  to  the  finaltiefi  of  then:  veflels^  which,  as 
the  buildhig  of  (hips  with  decks  was  n6t  then  introduced, 
couM  not  carry  fuch  ftores  of  provifions  as  were  necefiaty 
to  fuppW  the  army«  Wherefo^  they  were  oblig^  to 
divide  their  forces,  fending  part  of  them  to  cultivate  the 
ground  in  the  Tbratian  (Mrftnefusi,  and  part  to  rove 
about  the  feas  for  the  relief  of  the  camp.  AU  writers^ 
whether  poets  or  hiftorians,  agree>  that  the  Guiks  tHir 
pkwed  the  firft  e^ht  or  nine  years  in  fcourii^  the  (eas, 
piUag'uig  the  coaAs«  and  reducing  JLich  cities  and  iflands 
u  fidtd  with  the  Trtjam. .  Hence,  in  the  poets,  we  read 
of  many  towns  taken,  ii^uids  plundered,  ftrong-holds 
rafed,  and  numbers  of  people  carried  into  captivity  by 
jfchilUsy  whom  the  army  could  not. well  have  /pared, 
had  there  been  any.fcrvice  of  importance  to  be  performed 

At 

mtTttnen,    The  goddcft,  fay  the  did  not  iit  down  before  7rcf 

pOe(6,  wras  incenfed  againil him  tillih^  tenth  year,  contenting 

lor  having  kiiled  by  chance  one  themlelves  with  laying  wafte 

ofherftags;  buc^  after  all,  pi-  the  enemy's  country,  and  block- 

tyii^  the  innocent  young  virgin,  ing  up  the  dty.     Homer  {21) 

ftie  prevented  fo  horrid  a  facri-  introduces  king  Priam  fitting 

fice  by  patting  an  hind  in  her  on  an  high  tower,  and  there 

room.      Some  writers   are  of  learning  of  Helen  the  names  of 

'  opinion,  as  we  have  obferved  the  Gr^^i  commanders  who  ap-* 

ehewhere  (20),  that  the  fable  pearedinthe  £eldon  the  tenth 

of  the  facrifice  of  Ifhigenia  had  year ;  for  which  fi^on,  allow^ 

its  birth  from  Jfphtba's  &cri-  ing  it  to  be  fuch,  there  would 

ficing  his  daughter.  have  been  no  room,  had  the 

( Q  )  O^vid  fays,  that,  from  Greeks  been   encamped  under 

the  iirft  year  to  the  tenth,  there  the  walls  of  Troy  for  ten  years 

was  no  fighting  at  all  $  aad  H^'  together.     The   only    thing 

rodotuiX%A&my  that  the  Gr/^i/  wherein-  authors  difi^  as    to 

ito)Sitihffire,f,^yitttbenmi*       {ii)  iZ/<w^  iH, 
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A¥  \^  ^e  ibverkl  Ibiiill  peiitte,  that  had  been  di- 
l^rigJ  u^  ihd  dewh  the  neighbbUring  countries  and  iflands, 
*eWg  jcJiwed'  ih  one  body,  arW  grfeat  ftore  of  protifions 
4»rbi^t  imo  thf  damp,  ihey  iapproaieh^  the  city  ^frith  % 
^ilgn  to  exeift  tbtir  utiiioft  efforts,  and  put  an  end  to  fo 
it^vim  a  Wir.    But  by  this  time  iiie  Tr^ytf;?/  h^d  been 
ltinfoK€€d.  with  tonfidarable  bodies  bbth  of  mercenarl^ 
'^mt  ttilieS  Mdinuch  that,  when  ^  tSr^eks  firft  iitvefted 
<he«d#n^  He^^t  attitfeed  theth  ht  the  head  of  ah  army 
fmHA  iitfetior  t»  thfeirs  iti  liiimber.    The  Greeks  hiA  Mtj  ^ 
bttefi  teflg  brfofre  the  dty,  i^hert  a  plague  broke  out  lhy„  y^/ 
ihfitf  ttn^^  whldi  /i&»^  faya  wris  ftirtt  by  Jp^h^  becaufeQ^g^^ 
JiatAmHiBJi  refltfed  to  r^Ieafethe  daiighterof  orifoT  bis^^,^ 
pAM  I  b^  HeraeUdis  on  this  pafiage  infei'nis  lis,  that  it 
W^  d^^^tied  by  the  Violent  h^ts^  and  peftilentious  v^r 
fduts  raiiW  by  rfie  fan,    the  <3mh  beihg  encaihped 
iim«^  ftm  %m maiftils.    The  p^u^  was  followed  by  ^Oudrrel 
-^b^vltl  betiveen  J^MmenmM  and  jif^^l/Ax ;  for  AgaMefrmvftJetween 
mn^^ti^M  by  the  feothf^er  Galcias  to  return  bis  JlalrAcMUes 
«^fiv^  t6  fa6r>  £itb^ri  a  prieft  bf  j^lloj  to  appeafe  th^t«»^  Aga- 
revfefilgrfW  ddty,-t«6k  -Sf//>/i  iii  hferit)om,  whd,  h^  thcincinnon. 
^tvKidnf  of  thtf  booty,  had  falltoiOfj9<ri&/iyt/;   This  affront 
J/cMlis  revfcng^  by  wkbdiawll^  Ms  forc^,  and  retirmg 
^trlthth^m  M  board  his  v^S^»    la  his  abfence  feveral 
bftMes  #^  fought  with  |reat  flasighter  on  bbth  fides^ 
thtf  viadry  generally  intlinfUg  to  tht  Trojans.    In  bnfe  of 
th^  Ptit^ictus  Wife  (lain  by  JMfeFdr  5  but  his  deith  v^as 
ho4  k)fig  wftffeveiAged^  fo*  Jihi/leii  Returning  to  the  tami^, 
put  the  Thfa^s  t»  fl^ht,  and  tetefiged  the  aeath-rf"  his 
fri^d  by  kiiiing  lb^9r  hittifelf.    Jchtlles  did  Act  long 
©UtIiVd  hSrfi,  betttg  Aaih  by  PunV.     Thus  fell  hiafiy  of  Many  of 
the  thief  leader^  ^  bbth  fi^,  brft  thfe  Gwi^  at  hi!  czx- the  leaders 
tied  the  city  \  whether  by  firfccj  ftfatagem,  or  iit^Atry ^killed  on 
-fe  uncerH&i*     AH  Wfitea-s  agrees  that  it  wag  taken  hybotb  Jides., 
night :  fota«  fay.  that  JEneat  artd  Anienbr^  wlio.  cojw- 
n^ridet  the  Ekrdantafis^  feeiftg  tWat  P>/ii»  wotfW  hiSS^ken 
to  no  tern^i  tttn  aftet  .thp  deaflif  of  /firif?^;^  and  Pttris^ 

tWsparticftfeii  15,  ^at  fbme, .  wiite  btfers tell m, ckaii  coi^^ 

yvhiHTBucyiiidef  (22),  fiy,<bat  fid^M^lef  body  of  trooj^  Wis 

liife  whole  a^y  wa9  employed  e^i^ta^ped  the  w^le  time  be? 

fH  fi^nii^  tke  Tri^  ifiits  ^  fore  7r^. 

.Vol.  IV,         .      '  Kl^  concluded 
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concluded  a  fcparate  peace  with  the  Gndts^  betraying  the 
city  into   their  hands.    The  poets  tell  us,  that  it -was 
taken  by  the*contrivsince  of  a  wooden  horfej  which  biilc 
^me  think  to  have  its  birth  from  the  Greeh  entering  the 
city  by  the  Scaan.^te^  over  which  was  the  pidure  or. 
ftatue  of  an  horfe.    Perhaps  they  entered  the  town  diroug|» 
a  breach  ma4c  in  the  wall  by  fome  wooden  engine,  called 
an  horfe,  and  in  the  nature  of  that  which  the  Romans  in 
after-ages  n^ade  ufe  of  to  batter  the  walls,  ,and  from  its 
Ihape   called   a  r(im..  Be  that  as  it  will,    the  Greets^ 
having  at  laft  maftered  the  city,  pradifed  all  the  cruelties 
and  abominations  which    a  cruel,  hungry,  and  enraged 
enemy  can  be  guUty  of.     The  city  was  laid  in  aibes,  and 
fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  had  not  time  to  (ave  themfelves 
by  flight,  were  either  put  to  the  fword  without  difiuuS/oji 
Troy        of  fex  or  age,  or  carried  by  the  conqueror  into  captivity. 
taien.       And  thus  ended  the  kii^doni  of  Trey,  after  having  ftood 
Year  of  tom  Teucer  to  Priam  296  years.,  according  to  the  com- 
the  flood  ^non  computation.    This  city  is  faid  to  have  been  taken 
y^;    the  24th  day  of  the  month  ThargtUon^  or  Jprilj  1184 
Bcf.  Chr.y^g^  |^j.g  {2h^\^^  and  408  before  the  firft  Olympiad. 
^V^i^     T^E  Greeks^  having  at  laft  put  ^  end  to  the  war, 
^^]^^  divided  the  booty,  and  put  to  fea,  in  order  to  return  to 
tures   of  ^^'^  refpeftive  hoQKs  ^  but  met  with  many  adventures, 
theGtttks^^y ^  of  them  being  driven  on  far  diftant  coafb.    Jkfne^ 
afttr  the  ^bois  king  of  Jthem  died  at  Aiths.     T^u^er  the  fon  of 
taking  of  Tflamon  fettled  in  Cyprus^  where  he  built  a  city,  calling 
the  city,  it  SalamiSf  from  the  chief  city  of  his  own  country  whk£ 
bore  that  name*    Jgapenory  who  commanded  th^  Jrca* 
Jiam^  built  in  the  fame  ifland  the  city  of  Paphos.     Pyr- 
rhus  the  fon  of  jfchilh  fettled  in  Eptrusy  and  there  built 
Epbyra,    Ajax  the  fon  of'OiUus  was  loft.    Some  of  the 
Locrians  were  driven  on  the  coafts  of  Africy  others  to 
Jta\y^  >vhereof  all  the  eaft  part  was  called.  Mogna  Gracia^ 
by  reafon  of  the  many  towns  built  there  by  the  Greeks. 
Many^  who  got  fafe  home,  were  obliged  to  put  to  fea 
again,  as  Thucydides  informs  u§  v,  in  queft  of  new  feats, 
other3  having  feized  their   territories,    and  ufurped  the 
fpvereignty,  during  their  abfence^     Agamemnon  and  hi$ 
brother  Menelaus  fell  out,  when  they  were  upon  the  point 
pf '  wefghing  anchor  to  return  home ;  and  their  quarrel 
divided  the  whole  fleet,  fome  failing  with  Menelaus  to  the 
ifland  of  Tenedosy  and  others  remaining  with  Agamemnon 

*  ''      .  on 
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on  the  coafts.  of  Troas.    Thpfe  who  followed  MefuTtiufy 
not  agtedng  among  theinfelvcB,  parted,  each  holding  his 
own  courfe  homewards^    Agamemm  arrived  fafe  ^  My^ 
'  cetue^  Wh^^he-Was,  fodn  after  his  arrival,  -murileredibjr 

'     •        bis  wife  Clytemneftra  5  .  but  his  fon  Orejies  revenged  his 

*  death  by  the  ijiurder  of  Clytemnejira^  of  Mgifthui  her 
^  galjant,  an3  of  /ftfi«  th«r  daiightet ;  for  which  murder^ 
^  he  was  ttlfed  and  acquitted*  by  the  Areopagus.  The^  ad^ 
'  .  ventur^  WVlyJfts'zrt  related  hy  Homer  in  a  ftburous 
'  manner  5  but  wiat  may  have  fpme  foundation  iniiiftbiy ; 
'  is,  that  fome,  years  pafled  before  he  eot  home.  The  ad- 
^         .  vejdture&of  the  other  Greeks  ire  lelai  known  5    but  upon 

the  whole  it  appears,  that  this  war  proved  ;no  kfs  fatal  to 

*  the  conquerprs  than  to  the  conquered.  '       .    :  - 

3  As  for  the  tr^^ans^ ,  thofe'  who  efcapqd  the  geticrzlj^^o/th 

Slaughter,  feeing  their  country  utterly  ruined,  took  their  Trojans.   . 

*  sneafuresaccordnigly,  and  fettled  in  difiant  regions*  Mn 
t  tenor y  as  we  have  faid  already,  eftabtifh^  hknfelf  in  Italy ^ 
»  and  foxmded  the  nation  of  the  ^fl^#^f.  Heknus^  one  of 
I            PrK7/»*s  fons,  itV&sA  iti  Macedonia^  where  he  built :tbd 

city  oi  Ilium*    Some  fa/,  that,  during  the  fiege,  he  went 
'  over  to  tlie  Greeks^  and  Aewed  rficm  in  what' manner 

they  might  cSriily  mafter  "the  cityV 
'  As  to  £nea$,  all  the  [Roman  Writers  aflure  uSj^  that  he,^^ 

fettled,  m  Italy  J  and  there  founded  the  klncdom  of  ^^-ft^j, 
•     From  himthje  Cafars  aflFefted  to  derive  tneir' f)edi^rec, 
.   •        as  the  other  jUmans  did  their§  from  the  Trojans  who  ac- 
companied him^  ,  ^/^y  alone.ieems  to  betray  fome  fort 
of  doubt  as  to  diis  particular,  infinuating,  with  a  great 
deal  of  referve,  that  he  has  no^fufficient  grounds-eithet  to 
.  ^mit  or  rejesft  the  common  opinion.  ^  But,  notwithftaflLdr  * 
ing  the  unanimous. confent  of,  the  Latins^  there  are  not 
*  wanting,  arguments  of  great  weight,;  which  the  learned 
Bo  chart  ^  has  carefully  colleded,  to  evince  the  atrival  of 
^was  in  Italy  to  be  a  mere  fable  (R).> 

.....     ..■    u        :/•':-     •  '     ■         •  The* 

V  BocHART.  epift.  utrum  ^eas  unquam  fult  in  Italia. 

(R)  In  the  firft  place,  this  in  Phrygia  ;  for  he  introducet 

opinion  is  diredly  oppofite  to  Nef  timet  whom  he  reprefentg 

that  of  Homer  (a3)» .  who  fopr  f^^vpnrable  to  Mneas  on  all  oc- 

pofes  JEneas  to  have  remai^d  cafious,  and  s^v^rf^  from  ?riam^ 

(23)  lUai,  XX. 

.     K  k  a  •     ai^d 
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The  city  of  3m  being  utterly  ruinp4,  ^  Wlft  of 
the  inbabitaots  of  froas  put  to  tb^  (wos^  fem^  MfrL|«n 
tell  qs,  chat  the  neighbouring  PJ^gUnfs  9^  ij^^W 
pbilefiuig  themfelvesof  th»i  countiy)  ftttk4  ^mw}  l^ 


and  his  whole,  race,  afl^riag 
bun,  that  he,  and  his  poileriQr^ 
ihonld  reign  over  the  Irojjo^s  ^ 
which  the  poet  would  never 
have  done,  had  he  iv>t  knpwn 
that  jEfieaSf  jsuad  his  po0erityr, 
had  re^ed,*or  were  aftaally 
reigning^  m  his  time.  It  is 
the  cttftom  of  poets  to  ratio* 
dace  thehr  deities  or  prophets 
tellbg  belbrehdnd,  that  ibch 
things  w^  happen,  as  the  poet 
knows  to  have  akeMty  ha|4)en- 
cd ;  bn^  no  poet  eimr  inade 
ihoa  atter  fuck  tUi^s,  u  h9 
iM^ew  neither  di4  nor  conoid 
hof  peq,  which  yfOuld._  bp  Ma- 
pur*s  cafe,  if  ^neas  had  not 
rdgiaed  in  Fbrfgita.  Tq  ^is 
ajratiunent  fqme  anfwei-,  that 
jEneas^  after  fettling  a  colony 
in  Italj^  returned  to  Phrygia^ 
and  reigned  over  the  few  FS^- 
^ans^  that  outHv^  die  ^t- 
Urndbion  of  their  country.  As" 
this  anfwer  has  no  manner  of 

'  fottfidadon  in  hiftory,  it  k 
Icitco  woi^  rtfudtig*  :DUny^ 
fim  Baliua^naffimJU  (24)  is  of 
opinion,  thrt  Heptwu^  or ,  ra- 
ther Hmir^  meant  onlyi  t)^ 

•  JB»ias  was  to  reign  over  fuch 
Phrygians  as  accompanied  him, 
ox  over .  a  Phrygian  colony^ 
But  this  18  no  more  than  what 
happened  to  Antenor^  Acefies^ 
Ca^s^  Ueknmi  andiOth^fi 
whereas  ehepoet*s  intent-  i»^to 
maiceN^/iM/  diftingtriih^^fax 
lh>m   the  odier  Phrygians  by 


fon^p^H^^TOl^s  pf  \^ 
favour.  Befioes,  tlv?  wot^qf 
Vom^  in  t^^e  hya^i  wWA  w 
gcperally  afcrifoi  to  Hjm^^ 

ble  of  no  other  kv^k,  but  tliat 
jEneas  fhalf  reign  in  jh^  coon^ 
try  of  the  Trcyans;  juid  in  this 
ienfe  they  aro  underftood  by 
Sfrah  (15),  who  kfls  as  in 
expe&  terins,  that  .fintm,  n^ 
mained  in  eke  country  of  tike 
Tr^OMsi  thaty  tho  family  of 
iViVif»beijig  oxii«iiii  tbe^rosna 
All  to  i^  an^  ^^  b^p  >ii% 
tran&^M4  tO  E^^fcyv  ^ 
ftphisu  th^^js,  C|6L  ^  «(h^ 
Uufur  ^troduces.JxijS^:?9«^  yxo^ 
mifing  ;o  -^a«?/>  ifcat  he>  and 
his  poiie^it;^,  mou^  rdjgjn,  ^jr^ 
the,  Trojans^  dic.poetjTJy  c/if 
tryanSf  Bieaiix  Ui^  ^Mttairj  ; 
and  becanib  h  n^ht  beob^ 
jede^  th^  ShMer'CQxM  have 
iio  knpwlege  of  Hie  JfSmjatu, 
b^ng  dead*  long  b^ore  the 
foundation  of  Mmh  he-adlib^ 
tiuiti8NiM^had>«£iherfeeQ  tl^ . 
onuses  of  tho^yfl^^  which  do^ 
livs  tho  Vtmmn  princea  bom 
Jim4fM  h^d  hinifeK^oxeiitefi* 
as  moft  poets  are  endowed  with 
the  gift  of  prophecy,  that  the 
^MM»/were  to  defce;^  from 
JEHittSy  2xii  be  ma^r$  of  the 
world.  But,  as  to  the  booths  of 
^jSjykf  mmef*  der^nly  ne- 
ver did)  nor  conhi  fee  them ; 
fbr  they  were  forged,,  as  ftve- 
nk  winters  have  demonftratec^ 


m  Lii.  '■ 


(2^}  Lih,  xiilt 


(26)  In  Iliad. 
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that  Troas  from  that  time  began  to  be  called  Phrygta  ; 
others*  are  of  opinion  that  Mneas^  having  gathered  to- 
gether the  fcattered  remains  of  the  Trojans^  rebuilt  the 
city  ;  and  that  his  defcendents,  and  the  defcendents  of 
HeBor^  feigned  there  till  the  country  was  fubdued  bv  the 
Lydians^  who  became  fo  powerful,  as  to  over-run  all  JJia' 
Minor,  If  the  Trojans  had  any  kings  of  their  own  after 
their  city  was  deftroyed  by  the  Greeks^  they  muft  needs 
have  made  but  a  very  indifferent  figure,  fince  they  arc 
not  fo  much  as  named  in  hifiory. 
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above  a  thoafand  years  afcer 
Homer*s  time ;  and,  as  to  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy^  which  Eufia- 
tbius  is  pleafed  to  beftow  upon 
poets,  every  one  fees,  thai  it 
has  not  the  leafl  appearance  of 
truth.  To- the  authority  of 
Homer  we  may  add  that  of 
AgatbocltsCyzdenJu^  quoted  by 
Feftus  (27),  who  dtes  many  au; 
thors  affirming  ^/!r#iii  to  have 
been  buried  in  the  city  of  Be-  ' 
recyntbia  by  the  river  NqIos 
(or,  as  others  read,  Galks)^ 
^ot  far  from  Troy.  Sttpbanus 
informs  us,  that  the  city  of  ^/> 
tania  in  Pbrygia  was  built  by 
Afcanius  the  fon  of  JEneas^ 
wherein  he  grees  withWiWi^jvi 
Damafcenus.  Mela  tells  us^ 
that  tht  dty  of  Jutandrus  wu 
fo  called,  becaufe  J/ca»iiu,v/ho 
reigned  there,  being  uken  by 
the  Pila^t  yielded  this  dty 
to  them  for  his  ranfom.  Hel- 
lanicus,  in '  his  Troica,  makes 
j€neaj  Ry  intoTbrac/,  and  firom 
thence  to  Pal/ene ;  but,  as  to 
Jfcanitts^  he  fays,  that  he  re- 
mained in  Troas,  and  reigned 
there,  ^/ni^  ftflfures  us,  that 
the  ciXy  of  .Scipfis^  in  former 
times  fituate  near  Troy^  was 
removed  from  thence  fixty  fur- 
longs by  Scamander  the  fon  of 


Hedor,  and  Afcantui  the  fon  of 
JEneas ;  and  adds,  that  theie 
two  fiunilies  reigned  for  many 
yean  in  that  city  ;  and  that  the 
monarchical  fdrm  of  govern- 
ment being  firil  changed  into  .an 
oligarchy,  and  afterwards  into 
a  democracy,  neverthelefs  fuck 
as  were  defcended  from  thefe 
two  ^unifies  were  flill  honour- 
ed with  the  title  of  kings.  To 
thefe  authorities  Bocbart  (28) 
adds  two  arguments  of  no  fmall 
weight,  namely,  that  the  chief 
deities  of  the  antient  Trojans^ 
viz.  Venus^  Apollo,  Cyhle,&C. 
were  for  a  long  time  quite  un- 
known to  tihtRomiuis ;  and  that 
there  i%not  the  leaft  fimilitude 
imaginable  between  the  antient 
Pbrfgian  afid  Roman  language ; 
which  he  proves  by  produang 
the  few  Pbrygian  words  thac 
have  been  tra^imitted  to  us.  • 
This  however  is  no  exception 
to  HrgiPs  divine  and  ini- 
mitable ASneid ;  for  he  ad- 
vances nothing  but  what  was 
vouched  by  all  the  hiAorians, 
orators,  antiqyaries,  critics,  and 
poets,  who  had  fiourifhed  be-' 
fore  him.  Neither  is  it  the 
duty  of  a  poet  to  contradi£^  an 
opinion,  which  a  whole  na- 
tion holds  for  indubit;^ble. 


(tjYFeJiHi  voce  Roma,  (28)  Ubi fapra. 

The  End  of  the  Fourth  Volume. 
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